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PREFACE 


It  is,  perhaps,  of  little  importance  to  the  public  to  know  the  motives 
by  which  I  have  been  induced  to  publish  the  Annals  of  New  and 
Old  Abeed£bn«    To  this  step  I  have  not  been  led  either  by  the  so* 
licitations  of  numerous  friends — ^by  the  expectation  of  emolument — or 
by  the  vain  ho})e  of  acquiring  literary  fkme.     Of  great  intimacy  with 
literary  or  scientific  men  I  am  not  entitled  to  boast.; — of  the  profits  of 
authorship  I  am  altogether  independent ; — and  if  vanity  could  prompt 
/  me  to  imagine  that  I  possess  any  claim  to  genius  or  learning,  I  am 
well  aware  that  a  work  of  this  nature  is  not  the  field  in  which  either 
of  these  could  be  displayed  to  advantage.    It  is  the  mere  offspring 
of  diy,  patient,  and  laborious  research.    If,  therefore,  a  candid  and 
indulgent  public  shall  consider  it  as  possessing  any  merit — ^that  merit 
must  con^st  entirely  in  the  strength  of  the  evidence  by  which  facts 
are  supported---in  the  accuracy  with  which  these  are  detailed-~-and 
in  the  perspicuity  of  the  narrative,  and  of  the  general  arrangement. 
Though,  for  the  attainment  of  these  ends,  I  can  honestly  affirm  that 
I  have  exerted  my  utmost  abilities,  I  have  not  the  presumption  to 
think  that  a  reader  of  discernment  may  not  discover  in  my  work 
many  defects  which  have  esqaped  my  own  observation.    If  mistakes, 
errors,  omissions,  or  redundancies,  of  any  kind,  shall  be  brought  to 
view,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  excluded  from  common  indulgence. 

Conscious  that  I  possess  no  claim  to  bright  or  eminent  talents  for 

Q^mposition,  whatever  I  might  have  written  for  my  own  amusement, 

I  should  not  have  obtruded  upon  the  public  the  fruits  of  my  labour 
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if  I  had  considered  them  as  unworthy  of  their  attention.  The  avi- 
dity with  which  the  Statistical  Histories  of  many  counties,  towns, 
corporations,  and  public  institutions,  in  the  united  kingdom,  have 
been  lately  received  by  the  British  public,  affords  convincing  evidence 
that  the  present  age  is  well  qualified  to  appreciate  the  importance  of 
local  narrative.  Such  narratives  are  evidently  calculated  to  gratify 
the  laudable  curiosity  of  the  Antiquary,  and  to  furnish  materials  for 
the  general  Historian.  They  enable  the  latter  to  mark,  with  greater 
precision  than  he  could  otherwise  do,  the  manners  and  customs  of 
different  ages ;  the  peculiar  effects  of  civil,  religious,  and  municipal 
institutions,  upon  the  characters,  the  opulence,  and  happiness  of  the 
people ;  to  trace  their  influence  in  retarding  or  promoting  the  spirit 
of  liberty  and  independence,  the  progress  of  the  liberal  arts,  and  the 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge.  Without  the  light  derived  from  such 
sources,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  he  could  refer  the  various 
changes  and  events  which  he.  records,  to  their  true  causes,  or  exhibit 
them  in  their  proper  colours,  and  in  tlieir  just  combinations.  If  er- 
roneous or  defective  in  these  respects,  history  might  serve  to  mis- 
lead rather  than  to  guide  the  statesman,  who,  conceiving  human 
nature  to  be  the  same  in  all  ages,  would  regulate  his  political  mea- 
sures, not  by  abstract  and  visionary  theory^  but  by  the  actual  expe- 
rience of  former  times. 

Among  merely  local  narratives,  none  can  be  of  more  importance 
in  this,  country  than  those  which  describe  the  various  institutions 
which  have  existed  in  our  royal  boroughs,  the  changes  which  have 
occurred  in  them,  the  prosperous  or  adverse  events  that  have  befallen 
them,  and  the  effects  of  their  influence  in  the  state.  Those  boroughs 
may  justly  be  viewed  as  forming  an  integral  part  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, and  as  possessing  considerable  power  in  the  administration 
of  national  affairs.  .  As  incorporated  bodies  in  general,  they  derive 
their  origin  from  the  bounty  of  the  sovereigns,  who,  impelled  by  gra- 
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titude  for  some  signal  service,  or  actuated  by  political  motives,  first 
bestowed  upon  them  their  respective  constitutions ;  and  afterwards 
confirmed,  and,  in  many  instances,  extended  their  ancient  rights  and 
privileges.  Depending  entirely  upon  the  will  of  the  monarch  for  the 
security  of  the  powers  which  they  had  thus  acqtdred,  and  for  a  voice, 
by  their  representatives,  in  the  general  councils  of  the  nation,  they 
steadily  supportedj  in  their  turn^  the  royal  prerogative.  Thus,  in  the 
more  rude  and  barbarous  ages,  they  became,  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  an  useful  and  powerful  counterpoise  to  the  bold  and  ambi* 
tious  usurpations  of  the  restless  Nobles  and  great  Barons  of  the 
kingdom.  Nor  does  their  political  importance  in  the  earliest  periods 
of  their  history  arise  only  from  their  influence  in  enabling  the  sove- 
reign to  preserve  the  internal  peace  of  the  country  and  the  steady 
operation  of  the  law,  by  checking  the  insolence  of  a  turbulent  aristo- 
cracy. It  was  to  them  that  manufactures  and  commerce  owed  their 
origin  and  their  increase ; — ^in  them  that  literature,  and  the  arts  and 
sciences,  were  first  cultivated  and  cherished ; — and  from  them  that  the 
spirit  of  freedom,  the  blessings  of  order,  civilization,  and  opulence, 
were  gradually  diffused  among  a  servile,  ignorant,  and  unruly  people. 
By  the  accession  of  the  Scottish  kings  to  the  throne  of  England,  the 
regal  power  at  last  acquired  that  predominance  in  the  state  which 
enabled  it  effectually  to  overawe  and  controul  the  haughty  chieftains 
of  the  land,  even  though  it  had  been  deprived  of  the  aid  of  the  royal 
boroughs.  Still,  however,  their  rights  and  privileges  depended 
chiefly  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereign,  and,  of  course,  their  in- 
fluence was  still  in  no  small  degree  subservient  to  his  prerogative. 

By  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  in  the  year  1707,  the  sets  or 
constitutions  of  the  boroughs,  and  all  the  royal  grants  in  their  favour, 
were  ratified,  and  declared  inviolable,  unless  by  legal  forfeiture. 
This  measure,  whilst  it  served  at  once  to  diminish  their  dependence 
on  the  crown,  and  to  engraft  them  more  securely  than  ever  into  the 
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state,  as  a  distinct  branch  of  the  British  constitution,  gave  a  ne\r 
direction  to  their  political  influence,  and  adapted  it  to  the  great 
changes  which,  with  the  progress  of  civilization,  were  gradually 
taking  place  in  the  circumstances  of  the  nation.  The  agricultural 
interest  still  retains  its  proportional  influence  in  the  legislative  body; 
but  it  is  by  the  burgesses  only  that  the  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial branches  of  the  community,  the  great  sources  of  the  influx  of 
wealth  into  the  kingdom,  and  consequently  of  its  grandeur  and 
power,  are  properly  represented  in  our  imperial  senate.  While  ma- 
nufactures, navigation^  and  trade  continue  to  flourish— -and  while 
they  contribute  by  far  the  greatest  share  of  the  public  revenue,  the 
importance  of  these  boroughs  must  be  felt :  their  influence,  with 
every  wise  administration,  must  be  considerable ;  and  they  must  com*- 
mand  from  government  that  protection  and  encouragement  which 
are  indispensable  to  their  prosperity. 

If  such  be  the  importance  of  royal  borou^s,  surely  the  History 
of  Abeedeek,  which,  in  population,  rank,  and  opulence,  is  the  third 
in  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  cannot  fail,  if  well  authenticated 
and  distinctly  stated,  to  attract  its  due  share  of  the  public  attention. 

The  task,  however,  of  compiling  a  history  of  this  borough,  I 
should  most  willingly  have  left  to  any  man  of  better  abilities  than 
mine,  if  peculiar  circumstances  had  not  occurred  which  incidentally 
brought  under  my  view  many  facts  of  essential  importance  in  that 
history — facts  which  none  ever  had  an  equal  opportunity  of  invest!* 
gating,  and  to  the  labour  of  investigating  which,  few,  I  believe, 
would  be  disposed  to  submit. 

About  six  years  ago,  I  was  employed,  by  the  town  council  of 
Aberdeen,  at  the  recommendation  of  their  present  clerk,  to  compile 
an  alphabetical  index  of  the  very  voluminous  records  of  the  borough, 
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which,  by  penntssioa  of  th€  late  town  ckrk,  I  had,  many  years  be- 
fore, cursorily  perused  at  a  leisure  hour.  That  work,  which  com- 
pelled me  to  read  by  fiir  the  greater  part  of  these  records,  I  com- 
pleted in  the  spring  of  the  year  1815.  While  the  details  scattered 
through  these  registers  were  yet  fresh  in  my  memory,  I  formed  the 
resolutloii  of  commencing  the  work  which  I  now  present  to  the  pub- 
lic* It  was  then  my  intention  to  write  on  a  very  limited  scale,  and 
to  state,  as  concisely  as  possible,  in  the  form  of  Annals,  the  facts  and 
circumstances  only,  which  I  had  collected  in  ihe  course  of  my  re- 
searches into  the  antiquities  of  the  town.  These,  1  imagined,  might 
be  regarded  by  many  m  curious,  and  not  unworthy  of  notice.  But, 
in  the  progress  of  my  labours,  I  found  it  impossible  to  make  the  nar- 
rative distinct,  interesting,  or  satisfactory  to  myself,  without  inter- 
mingling it,  in  some  degree,  with  the  general  history  of  the  country. 
This  naturally  induced  me  to  nndertake  new  investigations,  in  the 
comrse  of  whidi,  I  was  led  to  the  discovery  of  various  materii^  which 
tended  to  illustrate  the  ancient  state  of  the  Borough,  «k1  to  throw 
light  upon  the  manners  and  customs  of  its  inhabitants,  and  of  the 
peofde  of  Scotland,  in  former  times.  These  I  have  accordingly  ar- 
ranged to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  caieftilly  endeavounng  to  state 
no  more  of  our  national  histmy  than  what  seemed  indispensably  ne- 
cessaxy  to  bring  into  the  form  of  a  connected  narrative,  and  to  ren- 
der intelligible,  the  occurrences  in  which  the  town  of  Aberdeen  had 
B  considerable  share.* 


With  regard  to  those  political  dissensions  which  have  occurred  in 
rafodem  times,  and  which.  I  recrret  to  sav.  are  not  vet  extincfuished^ 


*  Many  detadied  incidents  of  a  domeittic  toatuTe,  imperfect  accounts  of  ifMck  I  found  scattered 
t]noaghtheTecaHb<)f  the  to^m^diouglillieyoDttldnot,  with  propriety,  be  introduced  in  connected 
naaralien,  ase  yet  of  suc^  importance  that  they  could  aot  be  entirely  overlooked.  The  short  and 
inoomplete  notices  of  these  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect  I  have  placed  at  the  end  of  the  dii^ 
ferent  sections,  and  arranged  in  chronological  order» 
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I  have  derived  my  information  chiefly  from  the  Scots  Magazinfe,  and 
the  various  publications  of  the  day.  ,  This  part  of  the  work  I  have 
been  solicitous  to  execute,  with  as  much  candour  and  impartiality  as 
a  matter  of  so  deep  importance  to  the  citizens  in  general  required. 

Considering  the  close  vicinity  of  New  and  Old  Aberdeen,  and  the 
intimate  connexion  that  subsisted  between  them  with  respect  to  their 
religious  institutions,  and  also  in  many  political  transactions,  I  found 
that  my  work  would  be  very  incomplete,  even  as  a  local  history,  if 
it  did  not  embrace  whatever  might  deserve  attention,  in  the  an- 
cient and  modem  state  of  that  city.  It  has  thus  ultimately  as- 
sumed the  form  which  induces  me  to  entitle  it  Annals  of  New 
AND  Old  AbebdeeNp 

Conceiving  Mr.  Amot's  History  of  Edinburgh  to  be  an  excellent 
model  of  local  narrative,  I  have  endeavoured,  in  this  work,  as  far  as 
circumstances  will  admit,  to  follow  his  arrangement ;  and  even  when 
the  similarity  of  incidents  is  striking,  to  adopt  his  manner  of  viewing 
them.  Conscious  of  my  inferiority  to  him  in  acuteness  of  remark, 
and  in  correctness,  beauty,  and  elegance  of  style,  I  cannot  pre- 
sume to  be  his  equal ;  but  in  the  integrity  of  my  intentions — in  the 
impartiality  of  my  narrations — and  in  the  care  with  which  I  have  at- 
tended to  the  evidence  of  facts,  I  will  yield  to  none.  Of  that  evi- 
dence every  attentive  reader  may  be  fully  competent  to  judge,  be- 
cause I  have  correctly  quoted  my  authorities  in  the  margin,  and 
inserted  at  large,  in  the  Appendix,  many  of  the  charters,  and  most 
curious  and  important  documents.  Though,  therefore,  it  may  be 
thought  that  I  have  failed  in  my  undertaking,  my  efforts  cannot  be 
entirely  lost ;  for  they  must  serve  at  least  to  suggest  abundant  ma- 
terials to  any  future  and  more  able  historian  of  Aberdeen,  to  lead 
him  to  many  excellent  sources  of  information ;  and,  of  course,  to  fa- 
cilitate and  abridge  his  labour  in  investigating  facts.     As  to  the 
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credibility  of  what  has  been  stated  in  this  work  relating  to  Aberdeen, 
in  the  more  early  periods  of  its  history,  it  has  been  my  endeavour,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  to  reject  whatever  seemed  to 
be  fabulous,  or  liable  to  suspicion,  and  to  collect  only  what  appeared 
to  be  most  authentic  among  the  scanty  gleanings  which  I  was  able 
to  pick  up,  in  the  various  writings  and  ancient  authors  which  have 
fallen  int6  my  hands.  To  the  sources  from  which  these  hints  were 
taken  I  have  not  failed  to  refer.  The  candid  reader,  therefore, 
will,  I  trust,  sustain  this  as  a  sufficie^it  apology  for  the  broken  and 
interrupted  narratives  which  unavoidably  occur  in  the  beginning  of 
this  Work.  From  the  commencement  of  regular  records,  in  the  year 
1898,  the  registers  of  the  town  council  are  complete,  and  notice, 
more  or  less,  every  important  event  in  which  the  town  was  con- 
cerned. 

Edward  the  I.  of  England,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  years  1296 
and  1803,  was,  with  his  army,  in  Aberdeen,  has  indeed  been  severely 
censured  by  our  national  historians,  for  destroying  all  public  records 
which  he  could  lay  hold  of,  while  he  was  in  possession  of  Scotland ; 
but  either  those  of  Aberdeen  had  been  carefully  concealed,  or  he  had 
been  peculiarly  favourable  to  that  town ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that 
one  public  deed  belonging  to  it  has  been  lost.  The  charters  from 
William  the  Lion,  and  from  Alexander  the  II.  and  III.  are  extant 
to  this  day ;  and  what  other  deeds  of  the  least  importance  could 
have  existed,  at  that  time,  respecting  the  borough,  it  is  impossible  to 
conjecture.  From  William  the  Lion  to  Robert  the  Bruce,  it  pos- 
sesses as  complete  a  progress  of  writings  as  could  well  be  expected ; 
and  from  the  reign  of  Bobert  to  the  present  day  not  a  single  chasm 
is  to  be  found.  What  I  have  affirmed,  on  the  authority  of  such  re- 
cords, and  of  such  deeds,  cannot  rationally  admit  of  a  doubt;  nor 
can  I  consider  the  information  which  I  have  taken  from  many  other 
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sourceiy  to  which  I  invariably  refer  through  the  workf  M  I^me  vor 
thentic  than  what  I  hare  derived  from  the  archives  €f  the  town* 

In  my  search  for  information,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  hw^'mH  uni^ 
fbrmly  obtained  that  cordial  and  liberal  aid  whic^  perhaps^  I  iras 
entitled  to  expect  The  motives  on  which  it  has  been  withhold  are 
unknown  to  me;  they  may  be  good,  aod  it  does  AOt  become  lae  to 
complain. 

It  affords  me»  howevert  peculiar  satis&ction  to  ac^owledge  that 
many  individmlSy  who  hold  respectable  stations  in  the  coiai|Miinity« 
have,  in  the  most  handsome  maniier,  aad  with  the  groatwt  cheerful^ 
nessy  £ivoured  me  in  this  nndeitalung  with  every  eaoounigiement  ia 
their  power  to  give,  and  with  ready  access  to  every  book  or  manu* 
script  in  their  possession,  which  could  throw  light  on  the  objects  of 
my  research.  To  mentioxr  the  names  of  all,  and  the  particular  obli- 
gations which  each  of  them  has  conferred*  would  swell  this  preface 
to  an  unpardonable  length.  But  I  should  be  altcgether  without  ex* 
euae^  if  I  should  omit  the  ju&t  tribute  of  my  thanks  to  a  few>  to  whose 
hind  indulgence  I  am  indebted  for  the  free  a«d  unreserved  use  of 
many  of  the  most  important  documents  on  whidi  my  nantitive 
is  founded. 

To  Mr.  William  Caenbgic,  present  to wn  clerk  of  Aberdeoi^  and 
custodier  of  its  recoids,  and  to  his  worthy  fathert  ALBXAHBUt  Cabt 
KE6IE  of  Cookston,  wfao»  during  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years^ 
filled  these  offices  with  equal  credit  to  himself  and  satatfactioa  to  the 
community,  I  am  under  the  hi^ghest  obUgali€Sis»  for  free  and  oraatant 
access  to  the  archives  and  public  deeds  of  the  town,  and  ^  their 
unreserved  permission  to  avail  myself  <^  all  the  mfoxmakiQiL  tibey 
contain. 
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To<Mr.  WxixrAX  Copland,  tovn  ckrk  depute,  vbo  libersUy  eonir 
xBimksted  to  ne  everjr  useful  infoKinatioii  in  tlie  line  oS  bit  various 
depwtmeiit^  1  owe  my  warmest  thsnks;  and  no  less  so  to  Mr. 
WiLtiAU  Gbat,  one  of  the  clei&s  in  the  town  house^  who,  with 
penmsriom  fvrtmred  me,  wben  I  wanted  them,  with  the  use  of  every 
book  and  paper  sabservient  to  my  purpose: 

I  hane  also  to  offer  my  "best  acknowledgaieDts  to  CeAector 
Camfbei*!.,  for  favomriBg  me  with  iaformation  tespetiAng  the  Excise ; 
and  to  Mr.  LvAtAj,  Compd-oDer  of  the  Customs^  for  the  bandsonw 
msBiier  in  wMch  lie  commimicsted  to  me  all  the  Infermatk^  I 
could  desire  relatiaff  to  the  trade  Mid  nsfvigvtiofi  of  the  ptace^  l^ot 
am  I  less  indebted  to  his  and  the  Collector's  Clerks,  for  the  readi- 
aesB  with  wtiidi  they  tided  my  isivestigatkng^  and  to  Mr.  Riim>el, 
Gleri:  at  the  Shcr^  for  the  aocutate  account  widcb,  he  gave  me  of 
tiie  nimhcr  of  ik^  belong^  to  the  poet  of  Abeedeen.^ 

1  feel  it  incumbent  vpto  me  dfo  to  admowledgCf  wkh  ^sttitode, 

my  obligations  to  Principal  Jack,  of  Eing^l  College,  for  the  v^ry 
polite  manner  with  which  he  received  my  application  for  an  inspec- 
tkm  of  tibe  aKbif«»of  ti«  noivcriity,  and  for  the  umeaerved  use  of 
Huf  bulhv  ebartoo^  and  otiier  vahiable  papetB  and  man«s(^t]}  be* 
kmging^to  k.  IMc.  Maclachiuji,.  Ubnnian  to  tiM  ctiOegi,  with  his 
pemiMinn,  Ihvouxed  me,  ae  oiUak  as  I  wanted  tibc»n,  with  the  lae  <^ 
nai^  valuaUe  and  icaatie  bocdoi  from  Oe  ttbiwy  of  the  nntversity. 

m 

m  * 

IVoQk  a  manmcript  in  folikv  whidx  apfiears  to  hsv«  been  written 
hy  an  S|nscopal  Cleri^nannsiNlhigki  Aberdeenyin  the  early  part  of 
Aa  elgbtecDidi  tftntmry,  and  to*  hwre  beeK  eompUed  from  varioas 
Boohs  and  Bf8&  then  in  the  King'd  college,  of  which  several  are  now 
amlMingV  I  hitve  selected  many  interesting  particulars,    Thi»M3.  is 
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preserved  Id  tlie  Advocate's  Library,  in  Edinburgh,  and  was  pointed 
out  to  me  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  Advocate,  Deputy  Clerk  Re* 
gister,  to  whom  I  am  also  greatly  indebted  for  his  valuable  publica- 
tion of  the  Chamberlain's  Accounts  of  Scotland,  which  he  kindly  sent 
me  in  sheets  from  the  press,  and  which  greatly  added  to  my  stock  of 
information  with  respect  to  the  objects  of  my  enquiry* 

I  have  likewise  availed  myself  not  a  little,  in  my  account  of  reli- 
gious houses  and  other  local  matters,  of  a  MS.  written  by  Mn  James 
Mann,  sometime  Master  of  the  Poor's  Hospital  in  Aberdeen,  and 
Author  of  the  Notes  of  the  Aberdeen  edition  of  Buchannan's  History 
of  Scotland,  which  was  published  in  the  year  1762. 

It  was  once  my  intention  to  have  embellished  this  work  with  a  few 
engravings  of  the  principal  buildings  in  both  towns ;  but  the  diffi- 
culty, in  this  place,  of  procuring  drawings  suitable  to  an  engraver— 
my  great  distance  from  eminent  artists — and  doubts  respecting  the 
reception  which  my  labours  may  receive  from  the  public;,  obliged  me 
to  relinquish  this  design^ 

Well,  indeed,  am  I  aware,  that  in  the  place  where  an  author  has 
spent  his  days,  and  is  universally  known,  his  first  literary  production, 
whatever  may  be  its  merits,  is  not  likely  to  be  much  esteemed.  His 
fame,  if  he  shall  have  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  it,  must  come  from 
afar,  before  his  writings  can  be  duly  appreciated  at  home.  If  ;this  be 
generally  true,  the  contempt  arising  from  familiarity  will  operate  with 
double  force,  when  its  object  is  a  local  history,  which  states,  without 
reserve,  the  proceedings  of  the  political  parties  of  the  day.  The 
abuse,  therefore,  with  which  I  was  repeatedly  honoured,  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  this  undertaking,  even  before  the  first  of  these 
sheets  was  prepared  for  the  press,  could  neither  surprise  nor  appal 
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me.  The  man  who,  conscious  of  the  strictest  impAiiidity  in  relating 
facts,  established  by  the  best  authority,  cannot  view  with  compo- 
sure the  anonymous  productions  of  petty  wits,  who  plume  them- 
selves upon  their  talents  for  raillery  and  ridicule,  or  set  his 
above  being  affected  by  the  calumnies  of  faction,  is  unfit  to 
charge  his  duty  to  the  public  as  an  annalist. 

^  Si  qui  sint  in  urbe  sua  hospites  in  patria  sua  peregrina  et  cogni- 
^  tione  temper  pueri  esse  velint,  sibi  per  me  placeant,  sibi  dor- 
^'  meant,  non  ego  illis  haec  conscripsi,  non  illis  vigilavi."" 
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The  Ancient  Devana — Local  Situation  of  Aherdeen^^Etymology^^ 
Grants  from  King  Gregory — Institution  of  Royal  Boroughs-^  ' 
King  WilUam's  Charters — Place  of  Trade^-^Charters  from  King 
Alexander  11. —  Town  destroyed  by  Fire — Charters  from  King 
Alexander  III. — Ancient  Constitution  of  the  Borough — Trading 
Town — Reputed  for  curing  Fish. 

AbEEDEEN,  the  capital  of  the  county  to  which  it  gives  name,  ^  j^  g^ 
was,  undoubtedly,  known  to  the  Romans,  in  the  eighth  and  last 
campaign  of  Julius  Agricola,  about  the  84th  year  of  the  Christian 
aera. 

When  the  antiquities  of  North  Britain,  and  past  events,  for  a 
series  of  ages  subsequent  to  this  remote  period,  are  so  much  invol- 
ved in  darkness  and  obscurity,  vain  would  it  be  for  the  attentive 
inquirer  to  look  for  traces  of  the  history  of  Aberdeen ;  nor  have 
any  literary  monuments  been  transmitted,  to  afford  the  least  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject,  for  many  after  ages. 

B  The 


ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN. 


A.D.  84.  The  earliest  notice  of  the  local  situation  of  Aberdeen  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Geographical  Work  of  Claudius  Ptolemeus  of  Alex- 
andria, composed  about  the  middle  of  the  second  century.  In  his 
table,  No.  1.  the  position  of  the  town,  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  Devana,*  is  marked  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Diva,  or  Dee,  at 
no  great  distance  from  the  influx  of  this  river  into  the  German 
ocean,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Grampian  hills. 

By  that  appellation,  we  find  it  described  as  the  town  of  the  Tex- 
taloi,  who  inhabited  the  district  of  Caledonia  situated  betwixt  the 
river  Dee  and  Buchan-ness,  or  Kinnaird's  Head,  denominated  by 
Ptolemy,  Taizalum  Promontorium.f  In  describing  Britain,  -he  un- 
questionably derived  his  authority  from  the  Eomans  ;  for  they  were 
the  only  civilized  people  who  had  yet  penetrated  so  far  into  the 
island. 

In  the  work  of  Kichard  of  Cirencester,  descriptive  of  the  Eoman 
Geography  of  Britain,  which  appears  to  have  been  compiled  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  the  river  Diva,  and  the  town  Devana,  are 
laid  down  in  the  same  manner  as  by  Ptolemy.  Bichard  farther  des- 
cribes it  as  the  chief  town  of  the  Taixali,:];  who  were  the  inhabitants 

of 


*  Ptolemeus  Geo.  lib.  2.  cap.  S.  t.  1.  fol.  ed. 

+  Id.  27.  Ferrarius  Diet.  voc.  Devanap— Diva— Texaloi— Taizalum  Promontorium. 

X  The  Taixali  were  one  of  the  six  warlike  tribes  #ho  fought  under  Galgacus  die  Caledonian 
chieftain^  in  the  memorable  battle  with  Agricola,  at  the  Grampian  hills.  The  other  tribes  were  the 
Horestii  of  Fife;  Vecturones,  or  Venricones  beyond  the  Tay,  or  in  Perth  and  Angus;  Vacomagi  of 
Moray^  and  part  of  Inverness ;  and  the  Damni  Albam,  and  Attaeotti  of  Aigyle. 

Tadtufl  Vic.  Agricols,  cftp.  2^  SO,  35, 57.— Ptoledijr^Ridnrd,  lib.  I.  c  43 Fcrrariat*  Diet— Fifikertoii» 

Yol.  2.  p.  210. — Wbitaore*!  Maochcstcr,  p.  410, 418.— Caledonia,  rol.  l.p«63. 

Mr.  Chalmers^  whose  diligent  researches  into  the  antiquities  of  North  Britain  are  so  well  established, 
has^  in  his  Caledonia,  formed  an  h3rpothesis,  that  the  position  of  the  ancient  Devana  was  at  Norman 
Dykes^  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Dee^  siz§  miles  above  its  influx  into  the  sea^  because  the  traces 
of  a  Roman  camp  have  'been  discovered  there.  But  it  must  readily  occur  to  the  attentive  in« 
qnirer^  who  reflects  on  the  local  situations  of  the  present  town  and  Norman  Dykes,  diat  no  people, 
whether  in  a  savage  or  civilized  state,  would  have  fixed  a  settlement  at  the  latter  place  in  pre* 
ference  to  the  former,  which  possesses  so  many  superior  advantages.  That  Norman  Dykes 
may  have  been  a  Roman  station  we  shall  not  question;  but,  if  the  Taixali  occupied  any  place 
under  the  denomination  of  a  town,  Aberdeen  was  certainly  the  spot— This  place  may  also  be 
regarded  as  the  itinerary  station  of  the  Romans*  The  intelligent  Mr.  Whitacre,  in  hia  History  of 
Manchester,  and  General  Roy,  in  his  Military  AntiquitieSj  have  in  some  measure  supported  this  as* 

$  The  distance  is  about  nine  miles. 
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of  the  sea-coast  of  that  part  of  Caledonia,  which  he  distinguiBhes  by  a.d«  84. 
the  name  of  Vespasiana.  § 

At  the  period  of  the  Boman  invasion,  and  during  the  many  ruder 
ages  which  followed,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  ancient  Devana 
had  the  smallest  resemblance  to  a  modem  town,  or  that  it  was  a 
place  of  regular  or  general  residence.  The  towns  of  the  Caledo- 
nians, after  the  manner  of  uncivilized  nations,  were  generally  exten- 
ded on  the  bank  of  a  river,  having  a  southern  exposure  for  the  re- 
flection of  the  sun,  irith  some  local  advantages  for  defence  ;  or  on 
the  border  of  some  forest,  as  much  for  the  convenience  of  hunting, 
and  pasture  for  their  cattle,  as  for  shelter  and  protection  in  the  hour 
of  danger.  Bevana,  in  its  primitive  state,  might  pretty  much  rcr 
semble  this  description.  The  extensive  forest  of  Stocket,  long  a 
portion  of  the  royal  demesnes,  on  its  west  and  northwest  sides,  pro- 
bably approached  almost  to  the  verge  of  the  hills  on  which  the 

9  2  town 


aumption ;  although,  from  the  defect  of  local  infonnation,  -they  have  fallen  into  the  common  error  of 
mistaking  the  Episcopal  seat  of  Aberdeen  for  the  ancient  Aberdon.  In  tracing  the  progress  of  the 
Romans  northirard,  the  learned  General  has  fixed  upon  the  tomn  aa  one  of  their  stations,  and  con* 
ducts  the  ninth  iter  of  Bichard  along  the  eoast  to  the  Ituna,  or  Ythan,  as  the  next  itinerary  station. 
On  this  topic  antiquaries  have  been  divided  in  their  opinions ;  and  the  industrious  author  of  Caledo- 
nia^ has  adopted  an  hypothesis  very  diff*erent  indeed  from  that  of  General  Roy,  chiefly  on  the  ground 
of  his  supposing  that  there  was  no  fordable  pass  of  the  river  Don  near  the  pkce,  and  that  Ythan^ 
being  only  eleven  miles  distant,  does  not  correspond  with  the  itinerary  distance.  But  we  may  be 
allowed  here  to  mention,  that,  in  ancient  times,  the  efflux  of  the  riv^  Den  was  within  fifteen  hundred 
yards  of  the  market  cross  of  Aberdeen,  and  there  it  was  fordable.  The  distance  from  this  to  the 
Ythan  by  the  sands,  being  the  nearest  road,  is  nearly  fourteen  miles.  On  the  entry  to  the  town  from 
the  aouth  there  was  no  diffieulty  in  passing  the  river  Dee  a  little  way  bdbw  the  bridge,  at  a  place 
which  has  retained  the  nttoie  of  the  F^rds  for  many  oenturies.  Fcom  this  paas  to  the  efflux  of  the 
Ythan  might  be  Mskimed  nearly  sixteen  English  miks.  These  circwnttances,  we  think,  tend  to  jufr* 
.tify  both  Mr.  Whitacve  and  General  Roy  in  their  hypothesis. 


*  Caledonia,  toL  1.  p.  124. 

§  It  was  so  oidled,  in  henoor  of  the  Emperor  VespasiaB,  and  continued  to  be  a  Roman  province 
for  about  nlne^  years;  but  was  lost  to  the  Romans  about  the  A.  D.  170,  by  Culphumius,  under 
Marcus  Antoninus.  By  the  Itinerary  of  Richard^  and  the  remains  of  their  encampments,  the  xonte 
of  the  Reman  army,  under  Severus,  can  be  traeed  to  Burgh-head  upon  the  Moray  Frith,  under 
the  name  of  Ptoroten.  The  province  of  Vespasiana  eompreheBded  all  the  eastern  and  southern  parts 
of  Scotknd,  within  a  line  drawn  from  that  point,  by  Braemar  and  Blair  of  Athol,  to  the  Roman 
Wall  of  Antoninus  Pius. 

Richard,  lib.  Leap.  45-50.— lib. 2.  cap.  1.  6^Ituier.9, 10.— Wbitacro'a Manchester,  p.  5S> 
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A.  D.  fl4.  Previous  to  the  time  of  King  Malcolm  III.,  our  national  history 
is  extremely  imperfect,  fabulous,  and  Involved  in  obscurity*  Nor 
can  we  trace  from  it  any  material  information  regarding  Aberdeen. 
Some  ancient  authors  relate,  that  Gregory  the  Great,  King  of  Scot- 
land, conferred  upon  the  town  certain  marks  o£  royal  distinction,  and 
bestowed  upon  its  church  privileges  and  grants  of  property.*  From 
this  circumstance,  tradition  has  gone  so  far  as  to  assert,  that  Gregory 
had  erected  Aberdeen  into  a  royal  borough.  Little  regard,  however, 
can  be  had  to  such  authorities.  This  monarch,  whose  principal  resi- 
dence was  at  Dunodeer,f  about  twenty-five  miles  north-west  of  Aber- 
deen, may  have  afforded  his  protection  to  the  town,  and  conferred 
benefits  upon  its  church ;  but,  undoubtedly,  no  such  erection  could 
have  taken  place  at  so  remote  a  period :  for  the  institution  of  royal 

boroughs, 


angle  into  the  oceiud,  having  a  ccmaiderable  portion  of  sandy  hills  betwixt  its  left  bank  aad  the  6ea«§ 
Such  was  its  course  in  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  century^  and  here  it  was  ferdable  at  low  water. 
After  this  period^  it  appears  to  have  taken  a  more  direct  course^  and  so  continued  for  some  time^  when 
it  again  resumed  its  former  bed.  In  the  year  1 727>  the  proprietors  of  the  saknon^fishings^  conceiving 
that  it  might  be  of  impartance  to  thrir  property  to  confine  the  course  of  the  river^  and  divert  it  streight 
from  the  bridge  into  the  sea^  adopted  artificial  means  for  that  purpose,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  James 
Gregory,  then  one  of  the  professors  of  King's  College.  This  had  the  desired  effect.  ||  The  old  efflux 
of  Don  was  at  the  distance  of  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  from  the  market-cross  of  Aberdeen.  In 
ancient  times,  a  muscle  and  codde  bed  was  in  the  mouth  of  this  river,  of  which  mention  is  m^de  in 
the  record. 

From  these,  and  other  circumstances,  one  would  be  apt  to  conjecture,  that,  in  more  ancient  times, 
the  Don  had  continued  its  course  stiU  further  southward  down  the  hollow  of  the  Links,  till  it  formed 
a  junction  in  die  harbour  with  the  river  Dee,  and  botli  would  unite  in  one  efflux  into  the  ocean.—*- 
This  conjectiu'e  is  greatly  confirmed  by  the  maps  in  the  works  of  Ptolemy  end  Richard,  in  which 
no  such  river  as  the  "Don  is  delineated,  nor  even  mentioned  in  their  tables ;  while  the  Diva,  the 
(Dee)  and  Ituna^  (the  Ythan)  in  die  district  of  the  Taixali,  are  pardcularly  laid  down.  In  the  ear* 
lier  records  of  the  borough,  the  river  Don  is  solely  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Aqua  Borealis. 

§  Council  Register,  ▼ol.SSi  p. 367,  461.     Vol.  29,  p.  907.    RcTOcatfon  bf  King  James  VI.  ia  fv^auxpfihe  Con* 
xnunity,  in  the  Archives  of  the  Town. 

Jl   Proof  in  the  Case  of  Fruer6cld  against  the  Proprietors  of  the  Salmon  Fishings  on  the  Kelber  Doo,  in  the  year  1795. 

*  Boetius*  His.  lib.  10.  cap.  75. 

+  Part  of  the  walls  of  the  castle  said  to  have  been  erected  by  Gregory,  and  where  he  died,:^  still 
remains,  the  materials  being  chiefly  composed  of  vitrified,  or,  rather,  volcanic  matter.  Its  name  ia 
derived  from  the  ancient  Celtic  word  Dun-an-diridh,  signifying  the  fort  on  the  acclivity  of  the  hill, 
which  is  descriptive  of  its  local  situation.  The  ruins  of  this  ancient  structure  are  duly  preserved  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  lands* 

\  Leblie,  p.  178. 
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boroughs,  as  coi-porations,  was  not  introduced  till  several  centuries  a.  d.  876. 
after  his  time ;  nor  was  this  the  aera  for  written  charters  in  North 
Britain.  Although,  however,  the  estahlishment  of  such  corporations 
was  not  then  known,  yet  there  were  towns  forming  communities,  si- 
tuated within  the  demesnes  of  the  king,  or  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
great  harons  or  churchmen,  whose  patronage  was  purchased  by  an- 
nual contributions  from  the  inhabitants.*  These  towns  were  de- 
nominated  burgs,  and  their  inhabitants  burgenses,  who  were  under 
the  absolute  controul  of  such  superior  lords,  j-  At  this  period,  Aber- 
deen was  undoubtedly  under  the  domain  of  the  sovereign,  and  conti- 
nued to  be  so,  which  will  readily  account  for  Gregoiy  having  be- 
stowed upon  it  particular  marks  of  his  royal  favoui* . 

At  the  aera  of  the  Norman  conquest,  the  chief  towns  in  Englind 
were  scarcely  superior  to  the  country  villages  at  the  present  day. 
They  were  neither  incorporated,  nor  regarded  as  a  body  politic,  or 
worthy  of  being  represented  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation.  The 
first  charter  of  King  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  city  of  London, 
now  the  metropolis  of  the  British  dominions,  was  merely  a  protec- 
tion. The  mighty  privilege  conferred  upon  the  citizens  by  the  king 
is,  that  they  shall  be  "  law-worthy^  and  that  they  shall  be  capable  of 
inheritance."  % 

The  institution  of  royal  boroughs  in  North  Britain  would  seem  to 
have  been  borrowed  from  England.  But  at  what  precise  time  it  was 
introduced  into  Scotland,  cannot  with  any  degree  of  certainty  be 
ascertained.  The  earliest  charters  to  boroughs  were  given  by  King  a.d.  ii6j. 
William,  known  by  the  appellation  of  William  the  Lion.  §  These, 
however,  are  to  be  considered  rather  as  protections,  or  grants  of  im- 
munities and  particular  privileges  to  the  inhabitants,  than  as  char- 
ters conferring  upon  them  the  rights  of  a  corporation,  with  power  to 

choose  their  own  magistrates. 

Aberdeen 


*  Leges  Burgorum^  cap.  1. 

t  Glasgow^  St  Andrew's,  and  Brechin,  were  hol^en  originally  of  their  respective  Bishops.— 
Haddington  held  of  Ada,  widow  of  Prince  Henry;  and  many  other  boroughs,  of  Lords  of  Regality, 

and  Barons. 

Caledonia,  w).  1.  p.  776.— Crawford's  Peerage. 

$  Dalrymple's  Essays  on  the  Feudal  Law,  p.  33.  §  Wight,  p.  331. 
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A.D.  1179.  Aberdeen  was  probably  among  the  earliest  of  the  boroughs  found 
entitled  to  any  royal  mark  of  distinction.  King  William,  by  his 
charter,  dated  at  Perth,  granted  and  confirmed  to  his  burgesses  of 
Aberdeen,  and  to  all  burgesses  of  Moray,  and  to  all  his  burgesses  re- 
siding on  the  north  part  of  the  mount,*  power  of  enjoying  their  free 
trade  of  merchandize,  as  tliey  pleased,  and  when  they  pleased ;  as 
freely,  quietly,  fully,  and  honourably,  as  their  ancestors  enjoyed  their 
trade,  in  the  time  of  Malcolm,  his  grandfather.!  King  William  after- 
wards granted  to  his  burgesses  of  Aberdeen  two  other  charters, 
whereby  their  goods  and  chattels  were  declared  to  be  exempted  from 
tolls  and  customs  in  all  markets  and  fairs  within  the  kingdom. 
Both  these  charters,  dated  at  Aberdeen,  28th  August,  are  pretty 

much 


*  The  Grampian  Hills. 

t  W.  di  gra  Rex  Scott,  omib^  pb  hoib^  toti'  tre  sue  salut-  Sciant  psentes  &  fut*j  me  conces- 
9\&se  &  liac  Carta  mea  confirmasse  Burgesib^  meis  d  ABdoen.  &  omib^  Burg^sib^  d  Morauia  & 
oraib^  Burgensib^  meis  ex  Aqlonali  pte  de  munth  manctib^  li&u  Ausu  suu  tenedii  &  voluerit  & 
q"ndo  voluerit.  Ita  libe  8c  qete.  plenarie  &  honorifice  sicut  Ancessores  eoj^  tepe  Reg  SI  Auj.  mei 
ausu  suu  b'^i^  &  honorificeti^  habuerunt  Q^e  phibeo  firmit  Ne  qs  eos  ind  vexet  aut  disturbet  sup 
mea  plenaria  forisfactura  Test^  Andr.  Epo  de  Katenes  Comit.  Dunec.  Justic  Gille^to  Comit  d' 
Stdhem.  Comit  G.  d.  Aneg^  Ricardo  de  MoreuiiL  CostaB.  Walto  de  BerkeL  Cam.  G.  d  Malieutt 
Ilugoe  GifTard.  Malisio  fre  Comitis.  d  S'^th  Apd  Pert. 

This  charter  was  probably  granted  in  the  year  117A  when  King  William  and  his  brother  David 
wf  re  advancing  with  an  army  to  Ross>  for  the  purpose  of  quelling  some  disorders  in  that  quarter. 
This  conjecture  is  strongly  supported  by  the  circumstance  of  the  witnesses^  whose  names  are  men- 
tioned in  the  testing  clause,  holding  public  offices  about  the  time.  They  are :— Andrew,  Bishop  of 
Caithness,  who  died  in  the  year  1 185 ;  Dunecan,  or  Duncan,  Earl  of  Fife,  Justiciary  of  Scotland  in 
1 1 65,  who  dM  in  1204;  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Strathem,  or  Stradhern;  Gilchrist,  Earl  of  Angus,  one  of 
the  hostages  for  King  William  to  Henry  II. ;  Richard  de  Moreville,  High  Constable  of  Scotland  in 
the  reigns  of  King  Malcolm  IV.  and  King  William ;  Walter  de  Berkeley,  Chamberlain  of  Scotland, 
who  succeeded  Nicolas  in  1171 ;  Galfred  de  Malevill;  Hugo  GifTard,  son  of  Hugh  Gifiard,  proprie- 
tor of  lands  in  Lothian,  and  one  of  the  hostages  for  King  William  to  King  Henry ;  Malisius,  the 
•brother  of  the  Earl  of  Strathem. 

Index  to  Anderson's  Diplomata — Rymer*s  Fccdera,  vol.  i.  39 — Crawford's  Officers  of  State— Chalmers* 
Caledonia,  voL  i.  p.  516. 

No  charters  of  an  earlier  date  to  any  borough  in  Scotland  have  yet  appeared.  Mr.  Wight,  in  his 
treatise  on  elections,  mentions  the  charter  of  the  borough  of  Ayr  ;|  but  it  is  evidently  of  a  later  date, 
having  been  granted  posterior  to  the  year  1202,  in  which  year  Florence,  elect  of  Glasgow,  ChanceU 
lor,  the  premier  witness  in  the  testing  clause,  was  appointed  to  that  office.  § 

t  'Wight,  p.  ?31.  §  Craviford*s  Officers  of  State. 


1  i-; 


\      .       I 


at:*'     r 


ANNALS    OF   ABERDEEN.  9 

much  of  the  same  tenor.    They  have  the  great  seal  of  Scotland,  in  A.D.  1179. 
green  wax,  appended  to  each,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.* 

From  these  authorities,  and  from  various  circumstances  occurring 
in  history,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  presume,  that  Aberdeen,  at  this 
early  period,  was  comparatively  respectable  as  a  place  of  some  little 
commerce.  In  the  year  1153  it  seems  to  have  been  known  as  such  in 
Norway  ;  and,  in  1179,  Esteyn,  one  of  the  joint  kings  of  that  coun- 
try, landed,  and  pillaged  the  town,f  in  the  course  of  a  piratical  cruise 
along  the  British  coast.  :j:  But  this  disaster  was  probably  soon  re- 
trieved. 


fide  Plaie.  *  Forma  recentior  altxrius. 

^'  W.  dj  gra  Rex  Scott.  Epis.  Alfctib^  Com.  Baron,  Jastic.  Vicec  ppoitifl.  Minist^s.  &  omib^  pbis 
kc^ib^  tot'  tre  aue.ciicifl  &  laicis  satt.  Sdant  psentes  &  Mi  me  in  ppetuii  quietes  etamasse  oes 
burgenses  i^eoa  de  Aberdon  a  tolneio  de  ppis  catalt  suis  p  totu  regnii  meu  p  bono  seruicio  qd  ide 
burgenses  mei  m*  fecerut.  £t  ido  uolo  ut  xdlm  p  regnu  meu  dent  tolneiu  de  ppis  catalt.  suis.  &  fi]> 
mit  pcipio  ut  ubicuq^  in  regno  meo  uenerit  ppetuo  a  tolneio  qeti  sint  de  ppis  catalt  suis.  Q^r  phi- 
beo  firmit  nequis  in  regno  meo  eos  iniuste  ueitare  pmipmat  in  exigendo  ab  eis  de  pprijs  catalt  ecf^ 
tolneiii.  sup  meam  plenaria  foris&cturam.  Test.  Ric.  £po  Morauie  Com  Dunec.  Justic.  Gillex.  Com 
de  Mai".  Wilto  &  Walto  capitis  meis.  Pbilipp  de  Valen.  AM.  fit  Holland.  constoB.  Wilto  de  Haia. 
WiUb  Giffard.  Umfr.  de  Berkat,  Henr  B^rueL  thorn;  Tfaancard.  Yuone  de  vetl  ponte.  Wall  fit  Sibald. 
apd  Abordon  xxvux.  die  AugtL" 

King  William  probaUy  gnnted  these  charters  in  the  year  II96,  when  he  was  in  his  progress  north- 
ward, to  suppress  the  insurgents  in  Caithness,  headed  by  Harold,  Earl  o£  Orkney  and  Caithness.  The 
witnesses,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  testing  dause,  are :— -Richard,  Bishop  of  Moray,  who 
succeeded  to  the  See  m  11 87>  and  died  in  1203;  Dunecan,  or  Duncan,  Earl  of  Fife,  Justiciary  in 
1 165,  he  died  in  1«03 ;  Gildurist,  Earl  of  Mar ;  William,  Chaplain  to  the  King,  Bishop  of  Glasgow 
in  1208 ;  Walter,  Chaplain  to  the  King;  Philip  of  Valoniis,  Lord  of  Panmure ;  Allan,  the  Son  of 
Holland  de  Galloway,  Constable  of  Scotland,  from  whom  John  Baliol  was  descended ;  William  de 
Hay,  Pincema,  or  Cup-bearer  to  King  William,  and  one  of  the  hostages  to  Henry  II. ;  William  Gif- 
fiurd.  Son  of  William,  one  of  the  hostages  for  King  William  in  1174 ;  Unifred  de  Berkeley,  proba* 
bly  Son  of  Walter  Berkeley,  who  obtained  from  King  William  a  grant  of  the  extensive  manor  o£  In- 
verkeilor,  in  Angus;  Henry  Rouel;  Thomas  ThancArt;^Yvan  de  Veteri  Ponte,  baron  of  the  manor 
of  Great  Sorbyand  Little  Sorby,  obtained  from  the  Lord  of  GaUowayiti  the  time  of  King  William 

Chalmat*  Caledonia,  toI.  i.  p.  S52.  note— Index  to  Anderson*s  Diplomats— Crawford*i  Peerage, 
t  Macpherson's  Commerce,  voL  i.  p.  332.— (Snorro  Hist.  Magni  Minde,  cap.  20.) 

t  In  these  times  piracy  was  pursued  by  the  Danes  as  an  occupation,  not  only  by  persons  of  in« 
ferior  rank,  but  by  kings  and  nobles,  as  an  honourable  profession.  Some  of  these  pirates  acquired 
so  much  wealth  and  £une,  and  had  such  numerous  fleets  at  their  command,  that  they  were  called 
tea  kings. 

Dr.  Henry's  History  of  Britain,  f  ol.  iv.  p.  322. 
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A.D.  1179-  •  King  William  appears,  on  frequent  occasions^  to  have  visited 
Aberdeen.  In  the  early  part  of  his  reign,  he  erected,  in  the  lower 
side  of  the  town,  near  the  east  end  of  the  Green,  an  edifice  for  his 
occasional  residence,  which  was  dignified  with  the  title  of  palace.* 
i2if.  This  he  afterwards  bestowed  upon  the  monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
who  were,  about  this  time,  introduced  into  Scotland^! 

The  same  monarch  also  established  an  Exchequer  in  the  town, 
near  the  south  end  of  Castle^street,  where  money  was  coined  during 
his  reign. :];  From  this  circumstance  the  street  cdled  the  Exdiequer- 
row  evidently  derived  its  name. 

1222.  King  Alexander  II.  occasionally  made  Aberdeen  his  residence. 
About  this  period,  he,  along  with  his  sister,  the  Princess  Isabella,  vi- 
sited the  town,  where  they  continued  during  the  Christmas  festival.^ 
In  his  reign,  the  Dominican,  or  Black  Friars,  were  first  established  in 
Scotland.  He  appears  to  have  introduced  the  order  at  ui  early  pe- 
riod into  Aberdeen,  having,  in  imitation  of  his  father,  King  William, 
founded  a  monastery  for  them  in  the  place  which  is  now  occupied  as 
the  site  of  Bobert  Gordon's  Hospital,  in  the  north  side  of  the 
School-hill.  H 

The  above-mentioned  King  Alexander,  by  a  charter  to  the  bo- 
rough and  burgesses,  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  the  same  laws 
and  liberties  which  his  royal  predecessors  had  given  to  the  borough 
and  burgesses  of  Perth  ;  with  the  privilege  of  holding  their  weekly 
fairs  on  Sabbath.  The  charter,  among  other  mattersi  comprefa^da 
various  regulations  with  regard  to  merchants  in  the  country,  who 
were  not  burgesses  of  guild,  bringing  their  commodities  to  market 

within 


*  After  the  ScfenoMtion,  it  became  privMt  pv^pcKty;  9fki,  in  tfaeyear  1631^  Dr.  WiOian  Givld, 
vne  of  die  mmisterB  of  the  town,  bestowed  k^  by  deed  of  nortmaiiiy  upon  the  inoeqpomied  enSt^ 

nien^  (artificen)  for  an  hospital  to  their  decayed  brethren. 

t  Boetius  Hist  lib.  xiii.  p.  279.  8.  50. 

X  An  ancient  house,  supposed  to  have  been  originally  erected  in  the  time  of  King  Dayid  11. 
though  it  has  since  undergone  many  alterations,  distinguishes  the  place  where  the  Exchequer  was 
(iiluated.  From  one  of  the  rooms  of  this  building  a  very  fuie  carving,  in  oak,  of  King  Wilham's  arms, 
w  as  taken  some  years  ago ;  and  is  now  preserved  in  the  Museum  of  the  Marischal  College. 

§  Wynton,  b.  vii.  c.  9-  298.  ||  MS. 
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withiu  the  town ;  and  for  manufacturing  dyed  and  dressed  cloth  in  A.  D,  1222. 
the  county,  for  sale,  at  a  certain  period  of  the  year,  namely,  hetwixt 
the  feast  of  Ascension  and  Ad  Vincula  Sancti  Petri,  commonly  styled  ' 
Lammas  day.     It  also  grants  to  the  burgesses  certain  other  immuni- 
ties and  privileges,  and  authority  to  establish  their  guild  of  mer-  * 
chants,  with  the  exception  of  fullers  and  weavers*     This  charter  is 
dated  at  AUcht,  xxvii.  die  Februar,* 

c  2  In 


*   CUABTER  OF  AkSXANDER  II. 


«<  Ak2.  del  Gra  %ex  Scott  Epis.  Abbatibi.  Comit^^  baronibi  Justic  vdcecomitibs  pposhis  minis- 
t^t  %  omti^  probia  homib^  totins  terre  sue,  dericis  &  laicis  salut  sdant  ^sentes  &  futi^  me  conces- 
sisse  &  hac  Coitm  mes  coniirmasse  burgo  raeo  &  burgensib'  meis  de  Aberden  juia  &  liBCates  que 
predecessores  mei  ooncesserut  burgo  %  burgensib'  <?  Pert  scilicet  ut  habeant  forum  suum  die  Sabbati 
ki  xf  libet  Ebdomada  meamc^  firmam  paoem  dedi  juste  omib^  pbis  homi&s  qui  ad  forum  ilia  uenient. 
£t  phibeo  ne  quia  eia  i  tieniendo  ad  forom  Tel  i  redeand^  ijuriam  vel  molestiam  ant  guamen  injuste 
i&ral  sup  meam  pl^qpOT*^'"  forisfiictunan  ^hibeo  %  firmif^  ne  q^^  i8chator  ex'heus  infira  viceconutatS 
de  Aberden  est'  burgum  meum  de  Aberden  aliq^d  emat  vel  vendat  sup  meam  defensionem  ext^ei 
merchatorea  deferant  merchaPas  suaa  ad  burgum  meii  de  Aberden  %  eas  ibi  vendant  «  denarios  suos 
implicent.  Si  quia  vero  merchator  exitraua  aup  defensionem  mea  invent  fait  i.  vicecomitatu  de 
Aberd  aliq^  emena  vel  vendena  capiat  «  detineat^  don'  voluntate  mea  de  eo  pcepo.  JPhibeo  %  firmiti 
ne  ^  merchator  e][^^eua  fecit  pannum  sum  ad  vendendu  in  foro  de  Aberden  nisi  a  die  Ascensionis 
dni  U8c^  ad  vincula  Sti  Pet  infira  q^*^  terminos  volo  ne  i^i  fecerlt  pannu  suu  ad  vendend  in  foro  de 
Aberden  «  ibi  emant  «  vendant  pannum  «  alias^  merchaPas  suas  comutaP  cum  burgensib'  meis  si* 
eat  boigenaea  mei  ultvit  RectitadiB^  meia.  Preeipio  %  ut  omea  qui  manent  in  burgo  de 
Abcrd  «  com  bgenaib^  mei  ad  fbrQ  bomunicare  vtduerit  comunioent  cum  iUis.  adauxiliamea  redden- 
da  cuj'  cuq^  homiea  aint.  Phibeo  %  ne  aliqua  tabema  baben  in  aliq^  uilla  in  vidcomitata  de  Aber- 
den mai  ubi  miles  ait  dna  viile  «  in  ea  manens  %  ibi  no  babeat  n^  una  sola  tabema.  Concedo  «  eis- 
dem  burgensib^  meis  de  Aberden  ut  habeant  Gildam  suam  merchatriam^  exceptis  fullonib'  «  telaru. 
^hibeo  %  firmit  ne  c^'  manens  ext^  burgu  meu  de  Aberden  vicecomitatu  de  Aberden  jBiciat  pannmn 
tinctum  vel  tonaum  in  vieeoomitat  de  Aberd  vel  &cere  fiiciat  preP  Ugenscs  nrol  de  Ab^den  q^  aunt 
in  Gilda  Mercfaatoria  «  qui  comunicant  ad  auxilia  mea  reddenda  cu  bgensib'  meis  de  Aberden  ex- 
ceptis iUia  qui  de  hac  libertate  cartam  suam  huiusq^  babuerf.  Qre  phibeo  firmiP  ne  q^  i  vicecomita- 
tS  de  Aberd.  £acere  psumat  pann&  tinctu  vd  tonsQ  aup  mesl  ^enaria  fcnisfactura.  Si  vero  alicuj' 
paou'  tinctua  vel  tonsus.  invenf  inftactus  sup  hac  defensionem  preeipio  vicecomiti  ino  qtn'  capiat 
panum  %  inde  fadat  aedm  qd  censuetudo  fuit  tpr  Regis  M.  p^  avi  Mei  Aibeo  %  iSnnit  ne  q'  extras 
neus  extra  burgum  meum  de  Aberden  em^t  vel  vendat  coria  vel  lanam  nisi  I  burgo  tiro  de  Aberden  lias 
auP  oea  libertatea  %  consuetudines  illis  concedo  %  hac  carta  mea  confirmo  salvis  Ubtatib'  %  liberis 
cosuetudinib'  q*  ante  concessionem  istam  date  furet  aliis  burgis  %  burgensib'  infra  balliam  de  Aber- 
den. P^^pio  aut  firmit  biuUivis  meis  de  Aberden  qtn'  pdictis  burgensib'  meis  de  Aberden  auxili- 
antea  dnt  %  eoa  juste  manuteneant  ad  predtas  rectas  consuetudine  burgi  habendas.  Et  ^ibeo  ne 
q'  pdtos  burgenses  nros  cont'  ^dictas  rationabiles  leges  %  consuetudus  injixste  vexare  psumat  sup 
mea  plenariam  foiiafacturam.    Test  Will  de  boscho  Canctt  nro  Gomite  Malcolm  de  ^  Walter  de 
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A.D.  1244.  In  this  year  the  town,  according  to  John  Major  and  Fordmi, 
was  destroyed  by  accidental  fire.  About  the  same  time,  Hadding- 
ton, Koxburgh,  Lanark,  Stirling,  Perth,  Forfar,  and  Montrose,  expe- 
rienced a  similar  calamity.*  Twenty  years  afterwards,  Aberdeen 
suffered  by  accidental  fire,  as  related  by  Boece.  f  It  may  appear  ex- 
traordinary that  so  many  towns  should  have  met  with  a  disaster  of 
this  kind,  about  the  same  time  ;  but,  perhaps,  it  might  be  accounted 
for,  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  buildings  of  that  age  were  chiefly 
constructed  of  such  combustible  materials  as  wood  and  straw.  :j: 

1274.  King  Alexander  III.  by  his  charter,  dated  at  Kintore,  2d  Decem- 
ber, in  the  25th  year  of  his  reign,  confirmed  to  the  burgesses  the  pri- 
vilege of  holding  a  fair,  within  the  town,  yearly,  limiting  its  duration 
to  fourteen  days,  subsequent  to  Trinity  day ;  with  all  the  laws,  im- 
munities, liberties,  and  customs,  pertaining  to  fairs.  §     Three  years 

1277.  afterwards,  by  another  charter  to  the  burgesses,  dated  at  Kincardine, 
27th  January,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign,  he  granted  his  special  pro- 
tection, as  well  to  themselves,  as  to  their  lands,  their  servants,  and  to 

aU 


Lindes  Johe  de  Maconsweb.  M.  Marescati:  Walter  cufi  Jordan  Cumm    .■     >  Henro  Mariscdt  M.  de 
liasti^s  Malcolm  Pincema  Rob.  de  Sv  Claro  Apd  Alicht  xxvu  die  februar^" 

This  charter  must  unquestionably  have  been  granted  anterior  to  the  year  1226;  for  William  de 
Boscho^  Chancellor,  the  premier  witness  mentioned  in  the  testing^  clause,  resigned  the  office  about 
this  time,  <m  account  oi  M  age.  • 

Crawford's  Offioert  of  State^  p.  1 1. 

*  Fordun,  vol.  ii.  p.  75.  t  Boece,  lib.  xii.  f.  S02. 

i  Indeed  a  tempestuous  storm  may  probably  have  overturned  the.  buildings  in  these  towns,  and 
fire  would  be  the  natural  consequence. 

§  1st  Charter  of  Alexander  III. 

"  Ale£  di  gra  Rex  Scottor  omibus  probis  hominib^  tocius  terre  sue  Sattm  nouitis  nos  concessisse 
dedisse  et  psenti  Carta  ni^a  confirmasse  Burgensib^  nris  de  Aberden  dilectis  %  fidelib^  nris  ut  habeant 
singulis  annis  a  die  Sti  Trinitatis  nundinas  in  Burgo  nro  de  Aberden  p  duas  septennanas  continue 
sequentes  duraturas  oinibus  Juribus  Libertatib^  rectitudinib^  «  cosuetudinib^  ad  alias  nundinas  nraa 
In  Burgis  nris  p  Regnum  nrm  constitutis  juste  ptinentibus  Testibus  Willo  Cumyn  de  Kilbryde 
Thoma  Ranulphi  tunc  Camario  Reginaldo  Le  Chen,||  Ro^  de  Cambrun.  Will*  de  Sto  Claro  pricio 
de  Graham  %  Willo  Byfeth    Apud  Kyntor  sedo  die  Decembr  Anno  regni  on  vicesimo  qnto/* 

I]  Chen,  Sod  to  Regnauld,  Chamberlain  in  1267. 
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all  their  property,  moveable  and  immoveable,  which  were  declared  to  be  a.  d.  1277. 
responsible  only  for  their  own  proper  debts  and  personal  delicts.* 

From  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Lion,  the  constitution  of 
the  borough  is  not  difficult  to  be  traced.  It  was  originally  vested  in 
an  alderman  and  four  baillies,  with  a  common  council,  elected,  with 
the  consent  and  assent  of  the  whole  community,  assembled  in  their 
guild  court4  The  province  of  the  alderman,  or  chief  magistrate, 
was  to  appoint  the  times  and  places  of  the  meetings  of  the  commu- 
nity, summoned  by  the  mote  bell,  or  trumpet,  §  to  preside  ait  these 
meetings,  and  to  carry  his  orders  and  decrees  into  execution.  In 
time  of  danger^  and  in  opposing  the  enemy,  he  was  their  captain,  as 
in  time  of  peace  he  was  their  chief  magistrate.  ||  The  baillies,  who 
were  in  some  respects  subordinate  to  him,  were  invested  with  the 
authority  of  judges,  in  local  affairs  occurring  among  the  inhabitants,  f 
They  were  also  stewards  of  the  revenue  of  the  borough  for  some 

centuries. 


*  2d  Charter  of  Alexander  III. 

"  Ale£  del  gra  Rex  Scot?  omnib^firobis  hominib'  tod  tre  sue  ad  quos  presentes  littere  pverunt 
Salm  Sciatis  nos  burgenses  nros  de  Abirden  fVas  saaa  homines  suos  %  univsas  eord  possessiones  ac 
omia  bona  sua  mobilia  %  imobilia  ima.  pace  «  ptectone  n?a  juste  suscepisse  Qfre  firmif  phibem^  ne 
quis  eis  malum  molestiam  injuriam  seu  guamen  aliquod  inferre  psiun '  injuste  sup  nram  plenariam 
forisfactura  concessim^  «  eisdem  ut  nullus  namos  suos  vel  alicui  ip5r  seu  hominu  suor€  capiet  p 
abcm  debitoplegiagio  vel  forisfacto  liisi  p  suo  ppo  debito  plegiagio  vel  forisfiu^o  finnit  inhibitentes  ne 
quis  eos  vel  alique  ipor  cont'  banc  concessionem  nram  vexare  §  sumat  injuste  sup  nram  plenaria 
forisfacturam.  Test  Will*  Cumyn  de  Kelebrid.  Willo  de  St»  Claro,  Symone  Fraet  f  aticio  de 
Graham  Ap®  Kycardyn  vicesimo  septimo  die  Januari  anno  regni  nri  vicesimo  octavo." 
f  Sjmon  Fraaer,  Son  of  Gilbert*  Sheriff  of  Traquair. 

X  This  was  conformable  to  the  following  Statuta  Gildss.— >''  Statuimus  quod  commune  consilium, 
et  communia  gubementur  per  viginti  quatuor  probos  homines^  de  melioribus  discretioribus  et  fide 
dignioribus  ejusdem  burgi  ad  hoc  delectos;  una  cum  majore  et  quatuor  Prsepositis.  £t  quando-> 
cunque  prsedicti  viginti  quatuor  homines  fuerint  ad  commune  negotium  tractandum  vocati ;  qui  non 
venerint  ad  citadonem  sibi  factam  ultra  noctem,  emendet  in  duos  soHdos.'' — [Cap,  SS.^ 

<^  Statuimus,  quod  Major  et  Praepositi  eligantur  per  visum  et  considerationem  totius  commimita- 
tis.  Et  si  ah'qua  controversia  fuerit  in  «lectione  Majoris  vel  Prsepositorum  fiat  tunc  electio  per  sa^ 
cramentum  viginti  quatuor  hominum,  prsedicti  burgi  electorum  per  communiam."— [[Cop.  34-3 

§  Stat  Gildse,  cap.  14.— (Mote  signifies  the  place  where  a  Court  was  held.) 

II  He  is  stiled  Aldermanus,  in  Stat.  Gilda?^  cap.  35 ;  and  in  the  Leges  Burgorum^  Pra^positus, 
cap.  %b. 

t  L^es  Burgorum^  cap.  77. 
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A.  D.  1279.  centuries,  and  had  the  charge  of  the  several  districts  into  which  the 

town  was  divided.  Hence  they  obtained  the  title  of  praepositi,  after- 
wards known  by  the  appellation  of  bailiffs,  or  baillies.*  And  the 
common  council,  when  assembled,  with  these  magistrates,  deter- 
mined such  important  matters  as  were  brought  before  them.f  In 
1284.  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  borough  appears  to  have  been 
under  the  administration  of  a  distinct  set  of  magistrates,  consisting 
of  the  alderman,  and  four  baillies,  or  praepositL^  Posterior  to  this 
period,  a  regular  succession  of  the  magistrates,  nearly  complete,  may 
be  traced  to  the  present  day* 

Commerce  and  industry  had  yet  made  very  little  progress  in  Bri- 
tain, owing  to  the  bad  police  of  both  kingdoms ;  nor  can  it  be  an 
object  of  wonder  that  the  merchant  was  little  regarded,  when 
war  was  the  general  occupation  of  the  people.  Aberdeen,  therefore, 
although  a  sea-port  town,  and  possessed  of  small  trading  vessels,^ 
could  not  have  been  greatly  pre-eminent  above  the  other  boroughs  of 
Scotland,  in  the  way  of  traffic.  It  was,  however,  of  considerable  re- 
pute 


*  They  are  called  Fraepositi^  as  well  aa  Ballivij  in  the  Chamberlain  accounts,  and  Ballivi  in  the 
Leges  Burgorum.— [[Cop.  65.  104.]] 

Chamberlain  AccoCi.  from  1 528  to  14S4« 

t  Dalrjrmple's  Essays,  p.  S3.— Council  Register,  vol.  iv.  73. 

:(  In  a  charter  of  confinnation  by  King  David  II.  in  the  3l8t  year  of  his  reign,  dated  at  Aber« 
deen,  7th  May,  certain  grants  are  confirmed,  of  various  donations  to  the  Carmelite  Friars,  in  the 
preceding  century;  and  in  the  testing  clauses  of  the  deeds,  so  confirmed,  the  names  of  the  foDowing 
magistrates  appear:—* 

1272.  BaUlies,  or  Prapasiiu  1284.  AUern^n. 
Ricardus  Cementar                                     Malcolm'  de  Pelgonerii 
Walterus  de  Malemilk                                        »%»%%%»»%■>%» 
Duncanus  de  Lessel                                       Saitlies,  or  Prceposiii. 
Thomas  filius  Alidi                                      John'  de  Ann^os 

^%%>>%^>%%^^%  Willm'  MareacaUttfl 

1273.  Math,  de  Orechhied  Thomas  frater  Laurentii 

Rogenis  de  Ripum  Hugo  Ruffb 

Tliamas  Soncadi 

Wilhn'  Spumeturtorys  Archi?et  of  Marischal  College. 

§  Mr.  Macpherson,  in  his  Commerce,  says,  that  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen  had  a  grant  from  King 
David  of  the  tenth  pf  the  customs  of  the  ships  trading  to  and  from  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  as  a  part 
of  the  revenue  of  his  See.— [Fo/.  i.  p.  332.2 
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pute  for  curing  fish,  of  which  its  rivers  and  sea  coast  afforded  an  A.D.  i284. 
abundant  supply  to  the  inhabitants,  and  for  exportation.  About 
this  period  Adam  of  Fulham  appears  to  have  been  commissioned  by 
the  Sheriffs  of  Cumberland  and  Lancaster  to  purchase  100  barrels  of 
sturgeons  (salmon)  of  Aberdeen,  6000  salt  fish,  and  a  quantity  of 
dried  fish,  to  be  exported  to  Chester.  The  fish  are  said  to  have 
been  so  well  cured,  that  the  article  was  exported  to  the  capital  fish- 
ing port  of  Yarmouth.* 

Aberdeen  was,  from  an  early  period,  celebrated  for  the  superior 
pickling  and  packing  salmon  in  barrels  of  the  old  Hamburgh  binde.f 


*  «'  Four  liundred  fish  of  Aberdeen,  two  btmelrad  stodk  fish,  one  small  barrel  of  sturgeons  (sal- 
moil).  Aire  dosen  of  haoafteya,  iftj  poinds  of  whale  (''  bakD,*^  (forte  halibut},  ai^d  half  a  kst  of 
berruigs,  cojnpoaed  the  fish  part  of  the  provisions  put  on  board  a  ship  fitted  out  at  Yarmouth  in  the 
year  1290,  to  bring  over  the  infant  Queen  of  Scotland  from  the  court  of  her  father,  the  King  of 
Norway.  The  fish  cost  somewhat  under  three  pennieB  eaA,  (or,  in  modem  Soettiidi  money,  98.) ;  the 
stock  fish  somewhat  under  <vie  penny,  (or  98.) ;  usad  the  half  laat  of  henuigs  SOa.  (or  £.54.)— £/?j^-> 
mer^s  Coll.  MS.  v.  11.  p.  287-3  Aberdeen  fish  are  also  mentioned  in  the  account  of  King  Edward's 
wardrobe,  in  the  year  1290.-^J1facpAer«ofi'«  Commerce,  (Note)  vol.  i.  p.  ^S6^ 

la  the  aame  wvdrobe  account,  fior  the  year  1299^  pidilidied  by  the  Society  of  Antiqualies  of 
Londoiv  meition  occurs,  in  the  article  of  provisions  to  his  aony,  of  18,500  red  herrings,  and  5496 
stock  fish  of  Aberdeen.-^Page  11 8.^ 

t  Mac^herson's  Commerce,  voL  I  p.  439, 


Chapter 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Affairs  of  Scotland  on  the  death  of  Alexander  III. — Edward  L  takes 
the  Castle  of  Aberdeen — Sir  William  Wallace — Robert  Bruce^^ 
Battle  of  Barra — Storming  of  the  Castle  of  Aberdeen  by  the  Ci^ 
tizens — Origin  of  Bon  Accord— ^King  Robertas  Charters  to  Aber^ 
deen — Town  burnt  by  the  English— ^Origin  of  the  name  of  New 
Aberdeen — King  David  IL — his  Grants  to  the  Town — Borough 
first  represented  in  Parliament — Scarcity  of  Comr^Occurrences—^ 
Municipal  Laws — Commerce — John  Barbour^  the  Metrical  Histo-- 
rian — Language  of  the  place — Population  in  the  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century — Coinage —  Table  of  the  Customs  and  Monies  paid  by  the 
Town  to  Government  during  the  fourteenth  century. 

m 

A.D.  1290.  After  the  demise  of  Alexander  III.  and  of  Margaret  of  Norway, 
his  infant  grand-daughter,*  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Scotland 
became  the  subject  of  a  controversy  among  contending  competitors. 
This  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  independence  of  Scotland, 
and  ultimately  involved  the  nation  in  a  series  of  long  and  desolating 
wars.  In  the  many  vicissitudes  of  these  turbulent  times,  the  com- 
munity of  Aberdeen  bore  a  distinguished  part,  and  experienced  its 
full  share  of  the  calamities  incident  to  war  and  civil  commotion. 

1296.  Edward  I.  of  England,  although  he  had  pronounced  his  defini- 
tive judgment  in  favour  of  John  Baliol  as  king,  yet  still  considered 
himself  m  the  right  of  the  sovereignty  of  Scotland.    He  now  formed 

the 


*  Alexander^  riding  between  Burntisland  and  Kingliom,  was  thrown  from  his  horse  over  a  pre« 
cipice^  and  kiUed  on  the  spot^  (l6th  March^  1285-6.t)  The  Princess  Margaret,  his  only  offspring, 
had  married  Eric,  King  of  Norway,  by  whom  she  had  an  only  child,  Margaret,  called  the  Maiden  of 
Norway^  who  had  been  recognised  successor  to  the  crown  of  Scotland^  by  the  nobility,  in  1 12844 

t  FordoD,  lib.  x.  cap.  4a  \  Bymefy  toL  iL  p.  866. 
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the  design  of  subduing  the  kingdom ;  and,  availing  himself  of  the  A.D.  129C. 
distracted  state  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  anarchy  which  prevailed  in 
it,  invaded  Scotland  with  a  formidable  army,  and  speedily  subdued 
the  south.  The  fate  of  Baliol  and  the  kingdom  was  soon  decided. 
Edward  dethroned  him  ;*  and,  in  prosecution  of  his  scheme,  he  pro- 
ceeded  with  his  army  northward  to  Aberdeen,  where  resistance  to  his 
arms  would  have  been  unavailing.  The  castle  of  Aberdeen  J  was 
soon  in  the  occupation  of  the  English,  who  retained  it  during  the  in- 
ter-regnum,  holding  the  town  and  adjacent  country  in  subjection  to 

D  '  their 


•  Baliol  was  crowned  king  of  Scotland,  at  Scone,  SOth  NoYember,  1292-  On  the  2d  July,  129C, 
be  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  invasion  by  Edward ;  and,  of  his  own  free  will,  resigned  Scot- 
land, the  people,  and  their  homage,  to  bis  liege  lord  Edward,  at  Kincardinct 

Edward,  considering  himself  superior  and  lord  paramount  of  Scotland,  ordered  certain  burgesses 
of  Aberdeen,  who  bad  been  appointed  collectors  of  the  fee  farms  arising  to  the  crown  from  the  bo- 
rough, to  pay  from  their  arrears  of  L.108  6s.  8d.  the  sum  of  L.50  5&  3d  allocatedto  the  Bishop  of 
Glasgow;  and  the  balance  of  L.47  iCs.  to  Nicholas  de  Luca,  his  attorney,  at  Berwick,  on  the  day  of 
Pentecoste  next— Roxburgh,  15th  December,  1392. — [Rduli  Scotias,  p.  14.]] 

He  appears  also  to  have  paid  due  attention  to  the  daim  which  King  Eric  of  Norway  had  on  Scot- 
land for  7000  merks,  being  the  balance  of  the  dowry  of  40,000  merksf  with  the  Princess  Margaret, 
for  which  the  rents  of  the  lands  of  Belhelvy,  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  other  lands,  had  been  assigned: 
having  ordered  payment  of  the  money  by  the  following  mandate  :<— 

<'  R.  &  Supior  dns  R^gni  Soode  ditto  &  fid*  suo  j*  eadem  gra  regi  Scot*  illustri  sattm.  Cum  Das 
Eiicus  rex  Norwagie  nup.  in  cuF  nra  coram  no6  apd  Berewyk  sup  Twedam  p  oonsideratom  ejusde 
cor  recupasset  seisinam  suam  versus  vefiabiles  pres  W2  Sti  Andr  &  •  •  •  Olascuen*  epos  ac  socios 
suoB  tuc  custodes  regni  Scot*  de  quibusdam  redditibus  quos  bone  memorie  Alexander  nup  rex  Sco- 
tor  pMeoessor'  vr  concessit  &  assignavit  p&to  regi  Norwagie  in  maritagiu  cu  Margareta  ejusde 
Alexandri  Regis  filia  in  Roscemay  moravien*  dioc*  in  balliva  de  Banef  &  de  Balehelwy  in  vicecomi- 
tatu  de  Aberden  &  de  Badkedde  &  de  Rathou  in  vicecom*  de  Edenburgh  bend^  eisdem  regi  Norwa- 
gie &  Margarete  et  hredib^  suis  de  ipoj^  corpib^  pcreatis  p  septe  mOib^  marca]^  que  eidem  regi  Nor- 
wagie a  retro  esse  dicebantur  de  quatuordecem  milib^  marcar^  sibi  p  eundem  Regem  Alexm  p 
eodem  maritagio  concessar]^  ac  eidem  regi  de  redditib^  illis  postq^m  dti  regni  Scotie  gubemacula 
suscepistis  no  sit  in  aliquo  ut  asserit  satisftm.  VoB'  mandam^  rogantes  q'tin^  ^fato  regi  Norwagie 
de  redditib'  pdtis  juxa  considatom  ^dtum  quam  ide  rex  penes  se  Ht  sb  sigillo  nfo  de  tempe  quo  dti 
regni  regimen  buistis  taliter  satisfieri  fadates  qd  nos  manu  ad  hoc  appone  no  cogamur." 

T.  R.  apud  Westm.  l6th  Nov.  1293.  p  19. 

f  Rjmcr,  voLii«  p.  718. 

S  Equal  to  L.79,831  6ff.  Bd.  sterling,  in  the  12th  of  George  II. 

t  The  castle  of  Aberdeen  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  fortresses  surrendered  to  King  Edward 
in  the  banning  of  the  controversy.  On  the  18th  of  November,  1292,  Edward  issued  liis  man* 
date,  for  the  delivery  of  the  castle  to  Baliol^  after  he  had  given  his  definitive  sentence  in  his  favour : 
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their  yoke.     Edward*  now  advanced  northward,  without  opposition, 
and  terminated  hi§  expedition  at  Elgin. 

A.  D.  1297.  In  the  course  of  these  events  Sir  William  Wallace  appeared,  as 
the  Champion  of  Scotland.  Assuming  to  himself  the  title  of  gover- 
nor of  the  kingdom,  he  made  considerable  efforts  to  rescue  his 
crountry  from  the  subjugation  of  Edward.  He  raised  an  army  in  its 
defence,  and  obtained  several  advantages  over  the  English  in  the 
south.  In  his  progress  northward,  he  took,  by  storm,  the  castle  of 
Dunnotter,  then  occupied  by  their  troops,  and  put  the  garrison  to 
the  sword.  After  accomplishing  this  enterprise,  he  marched  his  ar- 
my to  the  relief  of  Aberdeen:  but,  on  the  intelligence  of  his  ap- 
proach, the  enemy  plundered  and  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  then  em- 
barked on  board  their  fleet,  leaving  a  strong  garrison  in  the  fortress. 
In  this  situation  Wallace  found  the  town  on  his  arrival.  He  laid 
siege  to  the  castle,  which  he  endeavoured  to  take  by  assault,  but, 
being  baffled  in  his  attempt,  he  raised  the  blockade,  and  retreated  into 
Angus,  f     Wallace,  after  experiencing  several  reverses  of  fortune, 

was 


\ 


'<  It  &  supior  dns  regni  Scot^  ditto  &  fideli  suo  Joti  Gildeford  castodi  castro]^  de  Aberden  &  Kyn- 
cardyn  saltin  Cum  Jolles  de  Balliolo  nup  in  pliamento  nro  apud  Berevik  sup  Twedam  venisset  co» 
ram  noB  &  pedvisset  ^dtm  regnu  Scotie  sibi  p  nos  adjudicari  ic  seisinam  i^ius  regni  s^  ut  pximiori 
heredi  Margar'  ffi  rc^^  Norwag^  due  Soot^  &  ne^tis  quondam  Alexi  ulttmi  1^  Soot^  jure  successionia 
iiberari  Ac  noe  auditia  &  intellectia  petiti<mib5  &  ronibj  tarn  ^dti  Jokia  de  Balliolo  q'  aliok  peten« 
tium  ^dtm  regna  &  eisdem  petitionib5  &  ronib5  diligenP  exammatia  invenim^  p&tam  Johem  de 
Balliolo  esse  ppinquiorem  heredem  ^dte  Margar*  quoad  ^dtm  Tegp.fi  Scot^  optinend^  ppt  quod  ide 
f^^u  Scot^  &  seisinam  ejuadem  eidem  Johi  de  Balliolo  salvo  jure  Era  dc  herednm  nroj^  reddidim^ 
Vob  mandam'  qd  seisinam  pdict  Castroj^  de  Aberden  it  Kyncardyn  cum  omib3  ptinrat^  auis  una 
cQ  omib3  aliis  reb3 ;  vob  p  cyrog^  fum  tfditia  Sc  'scdm  qd  in  ^dti  caatri  vofe  eomissa  custodia  res 
huj^modi  recepistis  sine  ditone  j^dto  Joki  de  Balliolo  vt  attomatia  suia  has  tnu  deferentib5  delibe* 
rari  &c!     In  cuj^  Sec." 

T.  R.  apud  Berewik  sup  Twedam  zViijo  die  Nov.  1292. 

Rotnli  Scotiv,  p.  11. 

*  Edward  was  in  Aberdeen  15th  July,  1296;  when,  among  other  public  acts,  he  issued  an  order 
to  all  the  bishops  to  offer  up  their  prayers  and  suffirages  at  the  obsequies  of  his  only  brother,  Prince 
Edmund,  and  to  perform  a  requiem  for  his  souL 

Rymer,  fol.  ii.  p.  719. 

f  Boetius,  lib.  ziii.  cap.  5-306.— Fordun,  lib.  xi.  cap.  29.— >Budianan,  lib.  viii.  c.  19* 

Wallace's  Achievements,  written,  about  the  year  1446,  by  Blind  Harry,  has  been  long  a  popular 
book  in  Scotland ;  and  although  its  authority  as  <o  strict  historical  fiuta  haa  beeo  questioned^  yet  we 
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I 

/ 

was  at  last  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  King  Edward  by  Sir  John  A.D.  isos, 
Monteith,  and  carried  to  London,  where  he  suffered  as  a  traitor, 
alth6u^  he  had  never  been  in  the  service  of  England.  According  Aug.  23. 
to  the  usual  policy  of  the  times,  his  body  was  quartered,  and  one  of 
his  mangled  limbs  sent  to  Aberdeen,  for  exposure,  in  order  to 
intimidate  the  partisans  for  the  independence  of  Scotland  in  that 
quarter.* 

About  this  time  Robert  Brucef  asserted  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  isoe. 
Scotland ;  but  at  first  his  exertions  to  establish  himself  upon  the  ^""^  ^^' 

D  2  throne 


•hall  preaeiit  the  following  9cacnmt  of  the  eiqilints  of  Wallffce  at  Aberdeen,  rather  M  a  specimen  of 
his  versification,  than  aa  fiiU  authority  fiir  the  natxative  :•—  ' 

"  Till  Abyrdeyn  yan  haistely  yai  pass 

Qiihar  Inglismen  besyly  flittand  was 

An  himdreth  sduppis^  yat  rather  bur  and  ayr 

To  tuns  yair  gud^  in  hawyn  was  lyand  ju. 

Bot  Wallace  ost  come  on  yaim  sodeynlye 

Yar  chapyt  nane  off  all  yat  gret  menzhe 

Bot  feill  aerwands  in  yaim  lewyt  nane 

At  ane  eb  se  ye  Scotts  is  on  yaim  gayne 

Tuk  out  ye  ger,  ayne  set  ye  sch^ppis  in  fyr 

Ye  men  on  land  yair  bertynyt  bayne  and  lyr 

Yeid  nane  away  bot  preists,  wiffis  and  bamys 

Maid  yai  debait^  yai  chapyt  nocht  but  harmys  ^ 

Into  Bowchane  Wallace  maid  him  to  ryde 

Quhar  Lord  Bewmomid  was  ordand  for  to  byd."  Perth  edition,  b.  vii.  1064. 

It  most  have  been  at  this  time  that  Wallace  put  to  death  many  of  the  citizens^  by  hanging  them 
%m  gibbets  in  the  precincts  of  the  town,  as  mentioned  by  Fordon.    Probably  at  this  time  they  were 
onder  the  influence  of  the  English^  and  not  very  zealous  in  his  cause.— Lib.  zi.  cap.  29. 

Such  was  the  relaxed  state  of  the  government  of  the  country  at  thisperiod,  that  Edward  found  it 

necessary  to  issue  his  mandates  to  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen^  to  Gartheneto  de  Mar;  and  to  Henry  de 

Latham^  sheriff  of  Aberdeen,  to  raise  the  posse-comitatus,  in  order  to  suppress  and  bring  to  justice 

certain  male&ctors  and  disturbers  of  the  peace,  who  weie  d^ily  oommitting  acts  of  mvati&t,  and 

other  enormities,  in  this  quarter— 11th  July,  1297* 

Rotuli  Scoliai,  p.  41,  48. 

Edward,  in  ihe  year  ISOS,  made  another  progress  northward,  and  was  in  Aberdeen  from  itSd  to 
S8th  August  In  the  same  month  of  the  following  year  he  was  at  Jedburgh ;  and  died,  in  his  tent, 
at  Buigh,  on  the  amda,  nesr  Carlislflt,  Ju^  5,  ld07. 

^  RTiDcr,  Toh  ii.  p.  1059. 

*  Boetius  Hist  lib.  18-5.  fo.  W6.— 4.(vd  Hailes'  Annah,  vol  i.  SlO^^Aberciambie,  voL  i.  544f. 

t  Jkhett  Bruce  was  Ae  grandson  of  Kobcrt  Bruce,  Earl  of  Caarick,  Lord  of  Annand^,  compe- 
titor with  John  Baliol  for  the  crown,  in  the  year  1^90 ;  both  descendants  of  Henry,  Prince  of  Scot- 
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A.D.  1308.  throne  were  not  attended  with  the  desired  success.  He  endured 
many  privations  and  reverses  of  fortune,  and^  on  one  occasion,  was 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  taking  refuge,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
in  the  mountains  of  Aberdeenshire.*  At  length,  however,  he  found 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army,  in  the  vicinity  of  Aberdeen, 
where  a  considerable  body  of  English  troops  was  collected,  under 
John  Comyn,  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  John  de  la  Mowbray,  an  EngUsh 
22dMay.  Commander,  f  Bruce's  army  being  reinforced  by  the  citizens  of 
Aberdeen,  and  others  who  adhered  to  his  interest,  met  the  enemy 
near  the  hill  of  Barra,  betwixt  Inverury  and  Old  Meldrum,  where  a 
sanguinary  battle  ensued.  Fortune  decided  the  day  in  favour  of 
Bruce,  the  EngUsh  army  being  completely  routed.  He  now  prose- 
cuted his  revenge  upon  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  by  wasting  his  extensive 
territories.  Meanwhile  the  citizens,  flushed  with ,  their  success,  re- 
turned to  the  town  ;  and,  having  taken  the  castle  by  storm,  put  the 
garrison  to  the  sword,  and  razed  the  fortifications.  §  The  EngUsh 
troops,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  disaster,  assembled  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  marched  against  the  town ;  but  the  citizens  and 
partisans  of  Bruce,  under  the  command  of  John  Eraser,  opposed  and 
defeated  them  with  great  slaughter.  ||  Such  was  the  frenzy  of  the 
times,  that  many  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy  were  igno- 
miniously  put  to  death.    The  canons  of  Aberdeen  interceded  for 

^  their 


land,  ihe  only  son  of  David  I.  Henry  married  Ada,  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Surry,  by  whom  he 
had  "Malcolm  and  William,  both  Sttcoearively  kings  of  Scotland;  and  David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon, 
who  married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chester.  David  left  two  daughters,  namely 
Margaret,  married  to  Alan,  Lord  of  Galloway ;  and  Isabella,  married  to  Robert  Bruce,  Lord  of 
Annandale.  Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter,  had  an  only  child,  named  Derverguiy,  who  was  mar- 
ried  to  John  de  Baliol,  Lord  of  Bernard  Castle,  by  whom  she  had  John  Baliol,  the  other  competitor 
with  Bruce.  Isabella,  the  youngest,  married  Robert  Bruce,  Lord  of  Annandale,  by  whom  she  had 
Robert  Bruce,  the  grandfather  of  king  Bjohert^^Cratvfortts  Peerage,  vol.  L  104.  148.  152.  &C.J 

•  Barbour,  p.  43.  t  Ibid.  141. 

§  Boetius  Hist  lib.  ziv.  f.  S12.-^Le8lie,  p.  231.— Fordun,  lib.  xii.  cap.  16.— Boetius  de  Epis. 
Aberdonen.  Vit  £  6. 

II  Mowbray  appears  to  have  been  taken  prisoner  on  one  or  other  of  these  occasions.  He  was  A 
terwards  exchanged,  along  wi^  Micke  de  Menilevre,  Gerardo  de  la  Farde,  Petro  de  Courteys,  Jolie 
de  Baillo,  RoBto  de  Lendelle,  Nicko  de  Cestr,  Joke  de  Boysy,  8t  Witto  de  Coupeland,  also  prisoners 
of  war,  for  Mary,  King  Robert's  sister^  who  had  been  detained  as  a  captive  in  the  castle  of  Box*, 
burgh— Mandate  of  Edward  II.  4th  July,  ISlO.^Roiuli  Seotim,  p.  8&j 
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their  lives,  but  the  voice  of  religion  and  humanity  seems  to  have  A.D.  isos. 
been  disregarded.     They  could  only  obtain  permission  from  the  vic- 
torious general,  and  the  provost,  to  bury  the  bodies  on  the  north 
side  of  Saint  Nicholas  church.* 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  signal  achievement,  and  as  an 
honourable  testimony  of  the  patriotism  and  bravery  of  the  citizens  on 
this  important  occasion,  King  Kobert  granted  them  permission  to 
change  the  former  armorial  bearings  of  the  town,  and  to  assume  the 
present,!  with  the  motto  "  Bon  Accord,''  which  was  their  watch- 
word 


*  The  account  of  this  afiair  is  thus  related  by  Boeoe^  in  his  Vitis  Aberdonensium  Episcopa« 
fum  :^«'  Anffli  amissae  arcis,  cssorumque  contnbulium,  tiisti  nuncio  affecti ^  coactis  copiis  Aberdo« 
wijMw  movent  animo  acceptam  injuxiam  ulciscendL  Id  ubi  Aberdonie  nundatum^  Brusiani  simul 
cum  civibusy  illioo  oppido^  egresA  sunt  cum  hostibus  dimicaturi.  Johannes  Frisarius  Brusiani  exer-^ 
citus^  qui  turn  Aberdonise  fuerat^  dux^  suis  ita  animos  accendet  ad  pugnam^  ut  non  tarn  ad  certamen, 
quam  ad  certam  victoriam^  progredi  viderentur.  Inita  pugna,  acerrimi  certatum.  Victoria  tan- 
dem (sed  cruenta)  Scotis  cessit,  Anglbrum  plurimi  eo  praelio  coesi^  paud  vivi  capti^  rari  fugere,  adeo 
acriter  in  pugna  perdurarunt.  Phicuit  victoribus  quos  captos  habebant,  ad  terrorem  extra  oppidum 
&rca  sttspoidere ;  sed  vetuere  Canonid,  atque  ut  caesomm  corpora  ad  porticam  Templi  Divi  Nicolai 
terra  oonderentur,  apud  Frisarium  atque  oppidi  Praefectum  obtinuerunt  ubi  eorum  ossa  cum  titulis, 
in  rei  monumentum  adhue  cemuntur."-— ^Fo/.  6.3 

t  Blazoning  op  the  Arms  op  the  City. 


**  To  all  and  sundry  whom  it  effeir8«-»I^  Sir  Charles  Erskine  of  Cambo,  Knight  and  Baronet^ 
Lyon  King  of  Arms,  considering,  that  by  several  Acta  of  Parliament,  as  well  of  our  dread  sovereign 
Lord  Charles  IL  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotland,  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith ;  as  of  his  Majesty's  royal  predecessors,  especially  by  the  2l8t  Act  of  the  3d  session  of 
this  current  Parliament,  I  am  empowered  to  visit  the  whole  Anns  and  Bearings  within  this  king- 
dom, and  to  distinguish  them,  and  matriculate  the  same  in  my  books  and  registers,  and  to  give  ex« 
tracts  of  all  Arms,  expressing  the  blasoning  thereof^  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office ;  and  which 
register  is,  by  the  forested  Act,  ordained  to  be  respected  as  the  true  and  unrepealable  rule  of  all 
Arms  and  Bearings  in  Scotland,  to  remain  with  the  Lyon's  Office  as  a  public  register  of  the  king- 
dom: Therefore,  conform  to  the  power  j^ven  me  by  his  sacred  Majesty,  and  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  said  Acts  of  Parliament,  I  testify  and  make  known,  that  the  Arms  of  old  belonging  to  the 
royal  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  now  confirmed  by  me,  are  matriculated  in  my  said  public  register, 
upon  the  day  and  date  of  thir  presents,  and  are  thus  blazoned,  viz. : — ^  The  said  royal  burgh  of 
Aberdene  gives  for  Ensigns  Armorial,  Gules,  three  Towers,  triple  tow'red  within  a  double  treasure, 
counterfiow'red  argent,  supported  by  two  Leopards,  proper;  the  motto  in  an  escrol,  above  *  Bon" 
Accord/  (the  word  Bon- Accord  was  given  them  by  the  King  Robert  Bruce,  for  killing  all  the  En- 
glish, in  one  night,  in  their  town,  their  word  being  that  night  Bon  Accord)  And  upon  the  reverse 
of  the  seal  of  the  teid  bur§^  is  insculped,  in  a  field  azure,  a  temple  argent,  St.  Nicholas  standing  in 
the  pcHxrh,  mitxed  and  vested,  proper^  with  bis  dexter  hand  lifted  up  to  heaven,  praying  over  three 
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A.D.  1S08.  word  on  that  memorable  day.  According  to  popular  tradition,  those 
pious  canons,  however,  imposed,  as  a  penance  upon  the  citizens,  that 
they  should  repair,  every  Sunday,  to  the  chapel  dedicated  to  Saint 
Nini&n,  within  the  ramparts  of  the  castle,  and  expiate  their  offences 
by  offering  up  their  prayers  for  the  souls  of  the  prisoners  taken  in 
battle,  whom  they  had  so  barbarously  put  to  death.  This  ceremony 
continued  to  be  practised  in  after  ages,  during  the  time  of  popery.* 

Meanwhile  Edward  II.  had  continued  to  prosecute  the  war,  in 
compliance  with  the  dying  injunctions  which  had  been  given  him  by 
his  father,  Edward  I.  He  still  retained  possession  of  all  the  castles 
and  strongholds  of  Scotland,!  except  that  of  Aberdeen ;  but  his  exer- 
tions soon  became  languid,  and  his  measures  varied  from  day  to  day. 

July  10.  At  this  time  he  appointed  William  le  Betour  captain  of  his 
fleet,  on  the  east  coast,  betwixt  Hartlepool  and  Aberdeen,  with  spe* 
cial  orders  to  proceed  with  succours  for  retaking  the  castle,  which 

had 


children,  in  a  boyling  caldron  of  llie  first ;  and  holding  in  the  sinister  a  '  Crosier  Or ;'  which 
Arms,  above  blazoned,  I  hereby  declare  to  have  been  and  to  he  the  true  and  mirepealable  sign^  ar- 
morial of  the  burgh  royal  above  named.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  subscribed  this  extract  with 
my  hand,  and  have  caused  append  my  seal  of  office  thereto. 

'^  Given  at  Edinburgh,  the  25th  of  Fehruary,  and  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord's  reign  the 
26th  year,  l674* 

(Signed)  «  CHARLES  ARESKIN,  Lvon." 

*  MS. 

f  He  ordered  a  supply  of  provisions  to  be  conveyed  to  the  following  places  and  castles,  by  his 
mandate,  dated  at  Westminster,  12th  May^  1309  •*—- 

Stirlino<--100  quarters  of  wheat,  100  quarters  of  malt,  40  quarters  of  pease  and  beans^  and  30 
casks  of  wine. 

LiNLiTHoo— *The  same  quantities  of  gnun  and  wine. 

EoiNBUROH-i— The  same  quantity  of  grain,  and  20  casks  of  wine. 

Banff — 50  quarters  of  wheat,  50  quarters  of  malt,  and  10  casks  of  wine. 

Perth — ^200  quarters  of  wheats  200  quarters  of  malt,  60  quarters  of  pease  and  beans,  and  40 
casks  of  wine. 

DuNDEE-^50  quarters  of  wheat,  50  quarters  of  mak,  30  qoaiters  of  pease  and  beans,  and  10 
casks  of  wine. 

Dumfries  and  Carlavrock^-*150  quarters  of  wheat,  and  150  quarters  of  mak. 

Botttii  ScotiKi  p.  67. 
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had  proba1?ly  been  in  contemplation,  for  it  was  the  only  fortress  that  a.d.  1314. 
he  had  yet  lost  in  Scotland.*    No  new  attempt,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  made  to  regain  it ;  and,  being  ultimately  baifled  in  all  his 
efforts  to  vanquish  Scotland,  Edward  returned  to  England.         . 

King  Robert  Bruce  having  now  completely  established  himself  June  24. 
upon  the  throne  of  Scotland,  and,  by  the  decisive  victory  of  Ban- 
nockburn,  secured  the  independence  of  his  country,  directed  his  at- 
tention more  immediately  to  the  civil  government  of  the  kingdom. 
As  a  mark  of  his  princely  gratitude  to  the  community  of  Aberdeen  for 
their  former  patriotism,  and  for  the  gallant  services  done  to  him 
when  his  affairs  were  at  their  lowest  ebb,  he  granted  to  them  several 
charters,  containing  very  ample  donations  of  lands  and  fishings,  with 
immunities  and  privileges  to  the  burgesses.  By  his  first  charter,  he 
granted  and  confirmed  to  them,  and  the  community,  the  charge  of 
keeping  and  preserving  the  forest  of  Stocket,  with  the  hberties  and 
other  privileges  belonging  to  it ;  reserving  to  the  king  the  growing 
wood,  and  the  right  of  hunting.  The  charter  is  dated  at  Dundee, 
24th  October,  and  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  f 

By 


*  <«  IL  diito  nbi  W^o  le  Betour  StXboL  Quia  p  ezpadttoe  gaerre  iire  Scot^  aiudlio  tajninariiiari« 
on  q*!]  aiiarf  plmimiini  indtgemtui  no0  de  diligentia  et  fideUUte  ^ras  spalit  oonfidentes  ocmstituim^ 
VO0  captianeQ  &?m  mamiwrioiy  naviu  de  Hertelpol  de  Novo  Caatro  sup  Tynam  de  Berewioo  sup 
Twedam  ac  alior^  locotf  int  Heitelpol  et  Aberden  in  subsidia  obsidionis  caatri  Bri  de  Aberdene 
amovende  et  alia  que  ad  expeditdem  nram  oontf  Scotos  inimicos  et  lebellea  nroa  in  ptibia  illis  atin« 
gut  viritf  fadend^  put  diltua  et  fidelis  nr  GilB'  Petche  et  Cafia*  &r  Scot^  voB  expte  nra  plenius  in« 
junget.  £t  ideo  voB^  mandam'  qd  ad  hoc  omib^  aliis  ^tmissia  modis  oib'  intendatis.  Mandam' 
ante  oib^  et  singlis  magris  naviii  et  marinar'  pdtis  qd  ad  pfidacend  vobiscii  una  cti  navib'  au  s  et 
hoib^  annia  competentib^  bene  munitia^  Sec" 

»'  Apud  Wyndes,  x  die  July,  1308." 

Rotnli  Scotic,  p.  55. 

t  '^  Robertoa  dei  gra  Bex  Scottor  omibua  probia  bominib^  todus  fire  sue  Saltm  aciatis  nos  de« 
diaae  oonceaaiaae  et  hac  paenti  carta  nia  confinnaaae  burgenaibus  8t  conununitate  burgi  nri  de  Aber-^ 
den  conm  &  cuatodiam  todus  foreate  ore  de  Le  Stoket  cum  pdnenciia  Tenend  &  habend  dcte 
Irargo  burgenaibna  &  conununitate  ejaadem  &c  eor  heredibua  &  aucceasorib^  p  omea  rectas  metas  suaa 
&  divisaa  cu  omibua  liBtatib^  comoditatib^  &  aiaiamtia  ad  dtam  fore^tam  apectantibua  seu  de  mre  vel 
oonsuetudine  in  futorum  apectare  valentibua.  Salvia  nobia  viridi  &^  venatione  tantfi  concedim' 
edam  eidm  burgo  nro  burgendbua  &  conununitati  cjuadem  &  eor  heredibua  et  aucceaaoribua  ^  nul- 
Itta  juatidar^  fd^atiA  nw  nee  aliquia  alius  xegni  nri  cujuacaq^  condiconia  fiilt  sive  status  se  int* 
mittat  aeu  oognitionein  Beat  aup  defectibua  dte  foreate  nre  p*  paonam  firam  &  camariQ  nfm  qui  p 
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A.D.  1S19.  By  another  charter,  dated  at  Berwick,  10th  December,  and  four- 
teenth year  of  his  reign,  he  granted,  in  fee  farm,  and  confirmed  to 
the  burgesses  and  community  of  the  town,  the  borough  and  the 
forest  of  Stocket,  in  property,  with  the  pertinents,  to  be  holden  in 
capite  of  his  Majesty,  and  his  heirs,  in  free  burgage ;  with  the  mills, 
waters,  rivers,  fishings,  small  customs,  tolls,  courts,  weights,  and 
measures,  and  all  other  liberties,  commodities,  and  usages  ;  the  red- 
dendum to  the  crown  being  L.213  6s.  8d.  Scots,  in  lieu  of  all  other 
service  and  exaction.*  This  may  be  considered  as  the  fundamental 
charter  of  the  borough,  and  establishment  of  the  corporation  of  the 
burgesses. 

King 


tpe  fuit  firant  inhibentes  ne  quis  contf  hanc  concessionem  nram  ipos  burgenses  vl  oommunitatem 
hedes  suos  vl  successores  vexare  psumat  injuste  sup  nram  plenariam  forisfactunun  In  cujus  rei 
testiom  psenti  carte  nre  sigillm  nrm  pcepim^  apponi  Testibus  Edwardo  de  Bruis  Comite  de  Canik 
h  Dno  Galwidie  fratre  nro  David  Comite  Atholie  Constabulario  nro  Scotie  Thoma  .Ranulphi  Comite 
Morauie  nepote  nro  Johne  de  Meneteth  GilBto  de  Haia  Alexo  de  Meyners  &  RoBto  de  KetE  Mares« 
callo  nro  Scode  militib^    Apud  Dunde  vicesimo  quarto  die  OctoB  anno  regni  on  octavo." 

*  '*  Ro^tus  dei  gracia  Rex  Scotto]^  omibus  proB^  hominib^  todus  tre  su  sattm  sdatis  nos  de  con* 
Bilio  et  ordinatione  proboru  regni  nri  ooncessisse  et  ad  feodofirma  aasedaase  ac  psenti  carta  nra  con- 
firmasse  burgensib^  nris  et  communitati  burgi  nri  de  Aberdene  burgu  nrQ  de  Aberdene  pdicta  eC 
foresta  nra  de  Stoket  cum  pdnen'  tenend.  et  habend.  pdictis  burgenaib^  et  comnumitati  eorum  he« 
redib'  et  successroib''  in  ppetuu  de  nob'  et  heredib'  nria  in  feodo  et  hereditate  et  in  libero  borgagio 
per  omes  rectas  metas  et  diuisas  suae  cum  molendinis  aquis  piscariis  minutis  custumis  tolloniis  curiia 
ponderib'  mensuris  et  cum  omib'  aliis  libtatib'  commoditatib'  aysiamentis  consuetudinib'  et  justis 
ptinent'  suis  ad  assedationem  dictorum  burgi  et  foreste  de  jure  consuetudine  spectantib'  vel  epectari 
valentib'  in  futuru  Rsddend  inde  nobis  annuatim  et  heredib'  nris  dicti  burgen.  eorum  heredes  et 
successores  ut  pdictum  est  ducentas  et  tres  dece  libras  sex  solidos  et  octo  denarios  sterlingoru  tan- 
tu  in  camera  nra  ad  duos  anni  terminos  viz.  medietate  ad  festu  Pentecostis  et  alia  medietate  ad 
festu  Sti  Martini  in  hyeme  pro  omi  alio  servitio  exactione  consuetudine  seu  demanda  volum'  etiam 
et  concedim'  quod  dicti  burgenses  ^nri  heredes  et  successores  eorunde  libere  et  sine  impedimento 
quocuq^  in  campis  morls  et  aliis  qbuscuq^  lods  dicte  foreste  extra  Boscum  del  Stoket  pdicto  burgo 
de  Aberdene  pximo  adjacent  possint  omimoda  cultura  facere  mansiones  et  edificia  construere  focalia 
federe  ac  alias  quascuq^  commoditates  exercere  pficere  et  ordinare  prout  melius  viderint  expedire 
salvo  tantu  nobis  et  heredib'  nris  virid.  grossaru  arboru  in  pdicto  Bosco  et  venatione  similiter  si  in 
eade  foresta  casualiter  inveniantur  Concessim'  etia  eidem  burgo  nro  burgen.  et  communitati  ejusd 
heredib'  et  successorib'  suis  quod  nullus  justidari'  foreste  vel  aliquis  alius  regni  nri  cujuscuc^  con- 
ditionis  Aierit  sive  status  supra  custodia  psentis  concessionis  et  infeodationis  nri  vel  super  defectib' 
ejusd  se  aliqualiter  intromittant  aut  cognitione  habeant  nisi  tantu  camerarius  noster  qui  pro  tempore 
fuerit  ita  tamen  quod  quibuscuq^  super  hujusmodl  defectibus  aut  sup  destructione  virid.  aut  vena^ 
tionis  in  dicta  foresta  legaliter  convictus  fuerit  poena  hujusmodi  criminis  supportet  in  ppria  psona  et 
nullus  alias  principale  tamen  concessione  et  infeodatione  nra  in  suo  robore  finniter  et  ppetuo  pemus 
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King  Robert  having  honoured  the  town  with  a  visit  in  the  month  A  D.  1319. 
of  September,*  preceding  the  date  of  this  grant,  was  received  by 
the  community  with  every  mark  of  distinction,  according  to  the 
usual  manner  of  the  times. 

The  death  of  this  monarch,  happening  at  an  eventful  crisis,  was  1329. 
an  irreparable  loss  to  Scotland.  He  left  his  only  son,  J)avid,  a  mi-  '^^  ^^^' 
nor,  under  the  guardianship  of  Randolph,  Earl  of  Moray,  the  compa- 
nion  of  all  his  victories,  who  survived  him  little  more  than  three 
years.  A  civil  war  soon  broke  out  in  the  kingdom ;  and  the  citizens 
of  Aberdeen  once  more  experienced  many  of  the  calamities  conse- 
quent upon  it. 

David  II.  and  his  consort,  Johanna  of  England,  were  anointed  1331. 
and  crowned  at  Scone ;  but  such  was  the  distracted  state  of  the  king-  ***  ^^^' 
dom,  that  it  became  necessary  to  provide  a  place  of  refuge  for  them, 
in  a  foreign  country ;  and  means  were  found  to  convey  them  into 
France,  where  they  were  honourably  entertained  for  several  years. 

£  Edward 


nSte  in  cujus  rei  tesdmo  paentib^  Bigillii  nru  pcipimns  apponi  testlb^  WiUielmo  et  Willielmo  Sancti 
Andres  et  Diuikeld  Episoopis  Bernardo  Atfote  de  Aberbt  CanceU:  nro  Thoma  Ranulphi  Comite  Mo- 
rauie  et  Domino  Valt  Anandie  et  Mannie  RoBto  de  Keth  Marescallo  nro  GilBto  de  Haia  Constabu^ 
lario  nro  Alezandro  Frazer  Camerario  nostro  militibus  apud  Berwic  super  Twede  dedmo  die  Decern, 
anno  regni  nri  quarto  decimo/' 

King  Robert,  by  his  second  charter,  granted  to  the  community  the  privilege  of  holding  their 
Trinity  Fair  in  the  town;  dated  the  8th  December,  and  14th  year  of  his  reign. 

His  fourth  charter  granted  to  them  the  assizet  of  ale,  and  fish,  red  and  white;  dated  25th  Sep* 
tember,  and  18th  year  of  his  reign. 

His  fifth  charter,  dated  at  Carrick,  in  the  25d  year  of  his  reign,  granted  and  confirmed  all  fonner 
rights,  privileges,  and  customs,  to  the  borough  and  community ;  with  power  to  take,  imprison,  and 
punish  every  person  repairing  to  the  town,  armed  against  the  King's  sUtute. 

The  sixth  and  last  charter,  granted  by  this  Prince  to  the  community,  is  pretty  much  in  the  same 
terms;  and  is  dated  at  Galloway,  10th  March,  1S28-9. 

These  two  last  are  probably  the  latest  charters  which  Robert  granted  to  any  royal  borough;  for 
he  died  on  the  7th  June,  1329,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age,  and  25th  of  his  reign- 

t  Anitt  hero  tignifies  a  cerUin  metsure^  or  quantity,  which  belongi  to  the  ^ng,  as  a  part  of  his  customs  and  annexed 
property^(B^«,m  Uqfetiaiem^Scott  Actt  of  ParUament.) 

•  Bobertson's  Index,  postscript,  p.  4,— Charter  to  Ada,  fiL  Adam. 
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A.D.  1S32.  Edward  Baliol,  son  of  the  unfortunate  King  John,  by  the  insti* 
gation  of  many  of  the  English  nobility,  and  disinherited  barons,  now 
24th  Sept  asserted  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  Scotland.  He  invaded  the  coim- 
try  with  a  considerable  army;  and,  being  favoured  by  some  successes  in 
the  commencement  of  his  career,  he  was  soon  in  quiet  possession  of 
the  kingdom,  and  was  crowned  at  Scone.*  Not  long  after,  however, 
he  made  a  solemn  surrender  of  the  liberties  and  independence  of 
Scotland  to  Edward  III.  of  England,  whom  he  acknowledged  as  his 
liege  lord.  The  adherents  and  supporters  of  David,  the  young 
king,  were  zealous,  potent,  and  numerous ;  but,  besides  the  forces  of 
Baliol,  they  had  the  whole  power  of  England  to  oppose. 

1334.  About  this  time.  King  Edward,  more  with  a  view  to  vindicate  his 
own  pretensions  to  the  sovereignty  of  Scotland  than  to  support  Ba- 
liol, invaded  the  kingdom,  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  Bailors  army  at  Perth.  He  afterwards,  without  much  op- 
position, penetrated  into  the  country,  by  the  way  of  Athol,  as  far  as 

1336.  Invemess.f  While  Edward's  army  was  triumphant  in  the  north.  Sir 
Thomas  Roscelyn,  J  an  English  knight,  landed  at  Dunnotter  a  body 
of  troops,  with  which  he  marched  towards  Aberdeen.  The  citizens 
and  partisans  of  Bruce  opposed  them  with  great  bravery,  in  the 
Green,  near  the  Denburn,  but  they  were  defeated  with  severe  loss. 
Boscelyn,  the  English  commander,  being  mortally  wounded,  fell 
in  the  action.  The  inhabitants,  overwhelmed  with  terror  and  con- 
sternation 


*  Fordun^  lib.  xiii.  cap.  24. 

t  Edward  was  at  Berwick  28th  June;  at  Perth,  from  Ist  to  26th  July-^from  the  ISth  August 
to  15th  September;  and  at  Nottingham  on  the  23d  September,  1336. — j[jRymer'*  Fcedera,  torn.  iv. 
p.  702,  703.  707. — RohiK  Scotue,  p.  434.  454.]  If,  therefore,  he  accompanied  the  northern  ezpedi- 
iion,  his  progress  must  have  been  very  rapid  betwixt  the  25th  July  and  13th  August  It  is  pro- 
bable he  returned  to  Perth  the  same  way  by  which  he  advanced,  leaving  his  army  in  die  north ;  and 
perhaps  never  was  in  Abelrdeen* 

X  Edward  had  appointed  him  governor  of  Dunnotter  Castle  in  March,  1336;  and,  by  A  mandate, 
ordered  him  to  make  choice  of  three  carpenters,  three  masons,  and  two  smiths,  and  one  hundred  ar- 
chers, with  a  supply  of  arms,  and  to  proceed,  without  dday,  to  the  fortre88.-a-(Westminster,  23d 
March.)  Edward,  on  the  20th  of  April,  issued  his  mandate  to  Jo^ni  de  Norwico,  Admiral  of  his 
fleet  in  the  north,  to  provide  Roscel)m  with  three  ships,  for  conveying  these  siipplies,  along  with  his 
family,  to  Dunnotter.— (Guildford,  20th  April.) 

Botuli  Scetkik  p.  41 1. 41C. 
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sternation  on  this  disaster,  fled  from  the  town:  the  enemy  pursued,  a.d.  1336. 
and,  in  revenge,  put  many  of  them  to  death.  The  place  was  after- 
ward given  up  to  pillage,  and  set  on  fire  by  the  English.  It  is  said 
to  have  continued  burning  for  six  days,  and  to  have  been  laid  in 
ashes.*  The  town,  however,  appears  soon  to  have  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  this  disaster ;  for,  when  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  be- 
gan to  wear  a  more  favourable  aspect,  the  citizens  were -enabled,  by 
their  usual  exertions,  to  rebuild  their  dwellings,!  and  resume  their 
former  occupations.  :j: 

King  David,   who   had  remained  in  France  during  these  com-  is4L 
motions,    having   returned,    with    his    Queen,   Johanna,    and   re-  ^*^*' 
gained  his  kingdom,  resided  occasionally  in  Aberdeen.     He  held 
his  first  parliament  there ;  §  and  confirmed,  by  several  charters,  the  1343. 
whole  immunities  and  privileges  which  the  community  had  formerly 
acquired  from  King  Bdbert  Bruce,  his  father.  ||    At  the  same  time, 

£  2  he 


•  Wynton,  b.  viii  cap.  SO.  138.  cap.  33.  76.— Boece  de  Vit  Epis.  Abred.  C  7. 

Vestiges  of  this  destruction  have  often  been  discovered,  in  the  course  of  improving  the  old  streets^ 
and  in  digging  foundations,  when  old  houses  were  rebuilt  Some  years  ago,  in  fbniiing  St  Nicholas 
street,  .oonsideral^le  quantities  of  wood,  wbicb  bad  been  in  a  state  of  ignition,  were  discovered,  buried 
under  ground;  and  several  earthen  jars,  filled  with  silver  coin  of  Kii^  William,  Alexander  III.  and 
Edward  I.  were  also  found,  which  were  supposed  to  have  been  the  deposits  of  some  religious  house. 

t  Chamberlain  Accounts,  p.  259*  &c.-— Itotuli  Scotia?,  p.  485. 

X  Edward  laid  an  embargo  on  five  Miips  in  the  Swayn,  from  Flanders,  bound  for  Aberdeen,  with 
arms,  provisions,  and  other  articles,  lOdi  March,  1337. — [jRoluli  Scotia^,  p.  485.] 

§  Keith's  Catalogue,  p.  6l.»-Robertson's  Index,  p.  40. 

II  ''  David  dei  gra  Rex  Soottor  omib'  hoib'  tocius  tre  sue  sattm  sciatis  nos  concessisse  &  ex  de- 
Uberato  eonsilio  nro  hac  psenti  carta  ora  confirmasse  burgensib^  nris  de  Aberdene  fidelib^  nris  6c 
communitati  buigi  nri  pdti  omes  libertates  consuetudines  &  iura  de  quib'  p  pdecessores  nros  Reges 
Scode  quoscunq^  infeodati  fuerint  &  quib^iuste  &  sedm  leges  burgok  usi  sunt  oppressione  sine  sub« 
nersione  liBtatu  suar  quas  p  guerram  uram  in  absentia  nra  hucusq^  passi  sunt  non  obstante  6c  licet 
dti  buigenses  nri  8c  oonununitaa  ad  instantiam  nram  vel  ex  pmissio  ne  contra  liBtates  &  iura  sua  eis 
a  Regib^  Scotie  pdecessorib'  nris  concessa  dampna  6c  injurias  de  fiicto  sint  ppossi.  Volum^  tamen 
q^  liStates  sue  consuetudines  6c  iura  sua  sibi  &  successorib^  suis  deteto  integfa  pmaneant  &  illesiL 
Quare  firmit  phibem^  ne  quis  contra  banc  concessionem  Bram  ipos  vexare  gravare  seu  inquietare 
psnmat  sup  nram  plenariam  forisfacturauL  In  cui^  rei  testimoniu  pdicte  carte  nre  sigillum  uim 
^cepim'  apponi..  Testib^  RoBto  Senescallo  Scotie  nepote  nro  Duncano  Comite  de  fyf  patrido  de 
Dunbar  Comite  Marcfaie  SoBto  de  Keth  Marcscallo  nro  Scode  Malcohno  Flemyng  6c  Thoiiia  de 
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A.D.  1343.  he  afforded  the  citizens  every  assistance  to  restore  the  town  to  its 
former  state.  Hence  it  obtained  the  name  of  New  Aberdeen,*  by 
which  it  has  ever  since  been  distinguished  from  the  neighbouring 
place  or  city  of  Old  Aberdeen,  originally  known  by  the  name  of 
Kirktown  of  Seaton.  This  had  now  become  the  seat  of  the  epis- 
copal see.  David,  with  a  view  to  encourage  commerce  in  his 
kingdom,  established  mints  at  various  places.  One  of  these  was 
erected  at  Aberdeen,  in  the  same  place  where  King  William  had  for- 
merly his  Exchequer.  The  coinage  was  groat  pieces  of  silver,  many 
of  which  are  still  preserved  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious,  f 

The  English  being  now  driven  out  of  Scotland,  and  their  hostile 
incursions  suspended,  Aberdeen  became  of  some  consideration  as  a 
commercial  town.  It  made  considerable  returns  from  its  customs  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  state ;  and  acquired  an  addition  to  its  impor- 
tance, by  being  represented  in  the  parliament  of  the  kingdom. 

1336.  About  this  time,  owing  to  a  bad  season,  and  the  disorders  of  war, 
there  appears  to  have  been,  in  Scotland,  an  unusual  scarcity 
of  corn,  approaching  to  famine.  William  de  Leth,  provost  of 
Aberdeen,  was  deputed  to  repair  to  England  in  order  to  procure  a ' 
supply  of  corn  for  the  inhabitants.  He  obtained  letters  of  per- 
mission from  King  Edward  to  purchase,  in  any  part  of  England, 
200  quarters  of  wheat,  400  quarters  of  barley  and  malt,  200  quarters 
of  beans  and  pease,  and  also  ten  casks  of  wine ;  and  to  export  the 
same  from  the  port  of  Barton,  on  the  Humber,  or  Hedon,  in  York- 
shire. At  the  same  time,  permission  appears  to  have  been  given  to 
William,  Bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  to  purchase  100  quarters  of  wheats 

and 


Camoto  Cancellario  nro  militib'  in  pleno  consilio  dto  tento  Apud  Aberdene  vicesiino  primo  die 
Febniar.  anno  regni  nri  tertio  decimo." 

*  Gordon's  Descriptive  Map  of  Aberdeen^  l66l- 

t  Antico  Lat.  +  DAVID  r  DEI :  GRA :  REX :  SCOTORVM,  Caput  R^s  coronatum  cum 
BceptrOj  rosae  inclusse. 

Postico  Lat    +  DNS :  PTECTOR  MEL   LIBATOR   MS.  interius    villa  abkrdon.     Crux 
magna  toturo  nummum  pertransiens  cum  4.  calcaribus  quinque  aculeorum. 
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and  100  quarters  of  malt,  for  the  sustenance  of  himself  and  his  fa- 
mily ;  and  to  Patrick,  Bishop  of  Brechin,  to  purchase  40  quarters  of 
wheat,  and  40  quarters  of  malt,  for  the  same  purpose,* 

At  this  time  a  parliament  was  summoned  to  meet  at  Edinburgh,  a.d.  1357. 
in  order  to  concert  measures  for  the  ransom  of  King  David,  who  had  ^^*  ^^ 
been  a  captive  in  England  since  the  disastrous  battle  of  Nevill's 
Cross,  on  17th  October,  1346.f    Aberdeen  is  mentioned  among  the 
other  boroughs,  as  being  represented  in  this  parliament,  and  is 
ranked  third  in  the  roll4    '^^^  treaty  being  concluded  for  his  ran- 
som, at  100,000  merks  sterling,^  by  yearly  payments  of  10,000  merks, 
Aberdeen  was  one  of  the  four  boroughs  whose  commissioners  §  ac- 
ceded to  it ;  and  bound  themselves,  and  all  the  merchants  and  bur- 
gesses of  Scotland,  for  its  accomplishment     David's  ransom  being 
effected,  he  returned  to  his  kingdom ;  and  appears  to  have  had  his 
residence  in  Aberdeen,  on  frequent  occasions,  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  reign.  ||     In  another  parliament,  which  met  this  year  at  iser. 
Scone,  the  borough  was  represented  by  its  commissioners,  and  is  ^^•^^• 
ranked  in  the  roll  immediately  after  Edinburgh. 

In 


♦  Rotuli  Scotiae,  p.  S02.-^th  May,  1357. 

f  Among  the  Scottish  prisoners,  allowed  to  return  to  Scotland  to  procure  their  ransoms,  were 
Walter  Hatter,  Thomas  Haytton,  and  Alex.  TaiUour,  of  Aberdeen^  2d  December^  1856. — [Rotuli 
Scotia,  p.  798-11 

^  Lord  Hailes'  Annals,  toI.  ii.  fl6S* 

%  Equal  to  about  L.190,477  Us.  9id.  in  sterling  money,  in  the  12th  of  George  II. 

§  The  commissioners  for  the  town  were,  Laurence  de  Garvock,  William  de  Leth,  and  John 
Crab.-— £jRyifter^J  Fasd.  voL  ^fL  p,  4t4t>  59.3  John  Crab  appears  to  have  been  an  eminent  character  of 
the  time.  He  was  a  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  and  possessed  of  considerable  property  in  the  town  and 
county ;  part  of  which  he  bestowed  on  the  Carmelite  Friars  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  year  lS82.ir  Pro* 
bably  he  was  the  same  person  mentioned  in  Lord  Hailes'  Annals^  "  who  is  said  to  have  been,  a  Fle« 
mish  mariner,  and  to  have  eminently  distinguished  himself  at  the  defence  of  Berwick.  Attached  to 
the  service  of  Scotland,  he  continued  for  many  years  to  cruise  on  the  eastern  coasts,  and  exceedingly 
annoyed  the  English  commerce.  While  the  Scots  blockaded  Perth,  he  came  with  ten  vessels  to  the 
entrance  of  the  river  Tay :  he  took  the  ship  which  belonged  to  Henry  de  Beaumont ;  but  soon  after, 
in  a  general  engagement,  his  whole  fleet  was  bumt^  g4th  August,  1332."— ^Fo/.  ii.  J9«  1710 

^  RobcrtBon*!  ladex,  11. 128i 

II  Robertson's  Index  to  Charters. 
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A.  D.  1S88.        In  the  reign  of  Robert  II.  the  first  of  the  family  of  the  Stuarts, 

and  the  nephew  and  successor  of  David,  animosities  between  the  two 
nations  again  broke  out  into  open  war.  Robert  now  assembled  his 
parliament  at  Aberdeen,  to  devise  the  means  for  an  incursion  into 
England.  By  their  advice  two  armies,  consisting  of  15,000  men 
each,  were  speedily  levied.  They  entered  England  without  much 
opposition;  and,  after  ravaging  the  country,  they  retreated  home- 
ward, having  sacrificed  many  lives  in  this  predatory  excursion,  with- 
out acquiring  any  corresponding  honour  or  advantage  to  the  nation. 
Robert,  in  the  course  of  his  progresses  to  the  north,  often  had  occa- 
sion to  be  in  the  town,  which  appears  from  several  royal  charters 
granted  by  him  during  his  reign. 

Among  the  extraordinary  occurrences  in  the  town  during  this 
century,  may  be  mentioned  the  assassination  of  Sir  David  Berk- 
ley, who  was  murdered  by  John  St  Michael,  and  his  accompUces, 
on  Shrove  Tuesday,  in  the  year  1350.  The  knight  of  Liddes- 
dale,  then  prisoner  in  England,  is  reported  to  have  hired  the  mur- 
derers, to  revenge  the  death  of  Sir  John  Douglas,  whom  Berkley  had 
slain.* 

King  David's  sister,  the  princess  Matilda  de  Bruce,  married  to 
Thomas  Ysaac,f  and  whose  residence  had  been  for  some  years  in  the 

town, 


'     •  Fordun,  vol.  14.  7. 

t  Ysaac^  wHo  is  distinguifihed  by  the  addition  of  ''  Ctericus  quondam  burgensis  de  Aberden/' 
had  a  right  to  an  annual  rent  arising  from  a  tenement  in  the  Castlegate^  in  le  Chekery,  or  Exchequer, 
of  Aberdeen^  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Abbot  of  Scone.  To  this  annual  rent  "  Alex* 
ander  dictus  Ysaac"  succeeded  as  heir  to  his  father  Ysaac  He  conveyed  the  same  annual  rent 
to  John  de  Edynham,  buxgess  of  Aberdeen^  by  a  charter,  18th  April,  1850,  which  is  preserved  in 
the  archives  of  the  town.  The  original  grant  of  the  tenement  was  made  by  Alexander  L  King  of 
Soots,  about  A.D.  1107.  to  the  Abbot  and  Monks  of  Scone.  This  diarter  of  Alexander^  has  often 
perplexed  antiquaries,  in  regard  to  the  distinction  betwixt  New  and  Old  Aberdeen ;  and  founding 
upon  it,  without  enquiring  into  the  local  situation  of  the  property,  they  have  assumed  that  Old 
Aberdeen  was  the  site  of  the  ancient  Aberdon.  But  here  there  is  incontrovertible  evidence  that 
the  Abbot  of  Scone  had  this  property  in  the  town  afterwards  distinguished  by  the  name  of  ^^^m^  Aber« 
deen,  in  the  time  of  Alexander  I.  long  before  the  translation  of  the  episcopal  see  £rom  Mortlach  to 
Kirktown  of  Seaton;  and  that  one  of  the  streets  of  that  town  was  Jau>wn  by  the  luime  of  the 
Castlegate.    The  Abbot  of  Scone  had  no  property  in  Old  Aberdeen.    *  !'  Univsis 

}  Chtrttr  in  Sir  J.  Dalfyopte'a  CoU.  Ap.  No.  ii.— RotoU  Scotiie^  p.  25^ 
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town,  died  about  the  year  1853.  Her  body  was  carried  to  Duiiferm-  A.D.  1585. 
line,  for  sepulture  in  the  Abbey  church  of  that  place.  About  the 
same  period,  Christian  Bruce,  sister  of  King  Robert  Bruce,  had  her 
residence  in  Aberdeen,  and  it  is  recorded  that  she  made  se- 
veral pious  donations  to  St.  Nicholas  church.  She  was  the  widow  of 
Sir  Andrew  Murray  of  BothweD,  sometime  Regent  of  the  kingdom 
during  the  minority  of  David  II. 

-  As  far  back  as  we  have  been  enabled  to  trace,  from  records,  the 
constitution  of  the  borough,  it  has  been  found  to  be  vested  in  the  al- 
derman, four  baillies,  and  a  common  council,  who  were  the  sole  admi- 
nistrators of  the  public  affairs  of  the  town.  In  this  year,  on  the  1394. 
Monday  after  Michaelmas,  being  the  anniversary  day  of  election,  a 
code  of  laws  appears  to  have  been  established,  under  the  common 
seal,  for  the  better  government  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council 
in  their  elections ;  and  for  other  municipal  purposes.    These  laws 

were 


'^  Univsifl  hanc  caitam  visur  vl  auditor  Xex  dictus  Ysaac  fillus  «  lies  Yaaac  Clerici  quond  burgen« 
tk  de  Aberden  satlm  etnam  in  dno  novit^  univsites  vre  me  concessisse  ac  pscise  vendidisse^  xr  do 
o&o  %  in  ppetaQ  p  me  %  hedib^  meis  %  meia  aasignatis  quietu  clamasse  «  hac  psenti  carta  mea  con- 
firmaaae  Jolii  de  Edynhme  burgend  de  Abirden  totil  illd  redditfl  meH  amiUm  viginti  solido]^  8tlin<- 
go]^  me  jure  hereditario  contipgent  de  ilia  tra  cu  ptinenciis  qm  tenuit  Joliea  de  BothuyU  ad  feodo- 
fiima  die  vigit  jacent  in  vico  Cast*  in  le  Chekery  dni  Atlbis  de  Scon'  int  tram  tuc  Walti  de  EtoU 
^sus  occidente  expte  una,  et  tram  tuc  Malcolmi  dti  Erick  vsus  orientem  expte  al!a  Quern  v  reddi- 
tom  anum  ad  ta  pladta  capitalis  dti  burgi  put  moria  est  %  legis  burgo]^  approbate  ppnquiorib'  de 
sanguine  meo  legalit  optulL  VendendQ  pro  quandam  pecunie  suma  quod  pdt'  Johes  m*  in  mea 
gvissima  necessitate  pbata  ad  sustentacdm  vite  me  «  ad  debita  mea  adquietanda  in  quib^  erga 
divsos  tempe  cofectionis  psentis  carte  g"int  exciti  onatus  in  pecunia  numata  bn  «  fidelit  psolvit  % 
pacavit  unde  me  p  me  «  hedib'  meis  %  meis  assignatis  bn  contentG  teneo  %  pacatu  Tenendu  «  hu- 
dum  pdlo  Joki  %  hedib'  suis  %  snis  assignatis  pure  «  imppetuu  a  me  «  hedib'  meis  «  meis  assigna- 
tis libe  quiete  plenar  «  honorifice  bn  et  in  pace  absq^  aliqua  redamacoe  mei  vl  hedu  meo]^  seu  alioE 
quorumq^  noie  nro  vl  expte  nra  in  futuru  Ego  v  pdt'  Alex,  et  heredes  mei  vl  mei  assignati  totu 
pdtm  redditU  meu  anum  viginti  solidor  stlingor  p  oia  bona  nra  mobilis  et  immobilis  tres  redditus  « 
tenemta  ubicuq^  infira  burgu  de  ABden  fuerint  aut  ext  pdto  JoTii  «  hedib^  suis  «  suis  assignatis  p 
pdta  pecunie  suma  in  mea  hecessitate  ut  pmittilf  integre  %  ndellt  solitis  cont'  omes  homines  «  femx- 
nas  gurantijabim^  acquietafem^  «  in  ppetuii  defendem^.  In  cuj^  rei  testimoniu  psenti  carte  sigilla 
)neu  est  appenaum.  Et  ad  majorem  huj'  rei  evidenciam  sigOlii  c3e  burgi  de  Abirden  gra  testimonii 
psentib'  apponi  pcuravi  Dat.  apd  Abirden  octodecimo  die  mensis  Aplis  anno  dni  milhno  fcentesimo 
quinq^geaimo,  h^a  testib'  Rohto  de  Edynhme  tuc  Aldennaraio  de  ABden  So^o  de  Nesbit  Andr 
Alio  Wdki  Gregorii  dti  ^^ii^  et  Aleto  de  Bryae  tac  balUa  ejMem  burgi  David  de  Foty  Simone 
Gilsach  Jolle  Spring  Malcolmo  dti  Erick  Wiiimo  filio  David  WUtmo  de  Leth  %  multis  aliis." 
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A.D.  1394.  were  held  in  strict  observance  for  many  years ;  and  were  again  sanc« 

tioned  by  a  head  court  of  the  community  in  the  year  I486.* 

Though,  previous  to  the  reign  of  Robert  III.  commerce  had  made 
but  slow  progress  in  Britain,  yet,  in  the  course  of  our  narrative,  some 
instances  have  been  stated,  which  shew,  that,  from  a  very  early  pe- 
riod, Aberdeen  had  carried  on  some  little  trade,  in  such  articles  as 
its  industry  afforded.  Its  commerce  seems  to  have  gradually  in- 
creased, and  to  have  been  carried  on  with  as  much  spirit  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  would  admit.  About  the  latter  part  of 
the  reign  of  King  Robert  Bruce,  it  had  become,  comparatively 
speaking,  very  considerable.  In  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  it  is  often 
mentioned  as  contributing  to  the  support  of  the  crown,  by  payment 
of  customs,  to  a  pretty  considerable  amount. 

The  principal  articles  of  its  traffic  seem  to  have  been  wool,  hides, 
and  skins,  both  of  domestic  and  wild  animals ;  tallow ;  salted  salmon, 
and  other  fish ;  with  coarse  woollen  cloths.  Its  imports  were  mostly 
linen  and  finer  cloths,  claret,  and  white  wines,  oils,  salt,  soap,  dye-stuffs ; 
cinnamon,  and  other  spiceries;  iron,  tar,  hardware,  armour,  and 
arms;  wheat,  malt,  barley,  and  pease.  This  trade  was  carried  on 
with  England,!  Flanders,  Brabant,  Holland,  Hamburgh,  and  Dant* 
zic.  However  trifling  such  commerce  may  now  be  considered,  it,  ne- 
vertheless, enabled  the  community,  whose  luxuries  and  wants  were 

few, 


*  Municipal  Laws^  established  in  1394. 

1st  That  no  aldennan^  baillie^  or  any  office-bearer,  shall  remain  in  office  beyond  one  year. 

2d  The  alderman's  accounts  to  be  given  in^  40  days  after  his  going  out  of  office,  and  the  balance 

to  be  paid  without  delay. 
Sd.  He  is  to  enjoy  no  office  till  the  accounts  be  rendered,  and  the  balance  paid. 
4th.  No  sum  above  £.1  to  be  spent,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  council. 
5th.  The  baillies  only  to  meddle  with  the  town's  rents. 
6th.  Commissioners  to  parliament  to  be  chosen  by  the  whole  coundL 
7th.  Tenants  of  the  town's  lands,  fishings,  and  mills,  to  pay  their  rents  when  due. 
To  these  there  are  added— Regulations  for  fieshers,  dealers  in  victual,  and  for  the  public  markets. 

Council  Register,  voL  iv.  75. 

t  In  the  Rotuli  Scotiee,  there  are  many  passports  firom  Edward  to  the  merchants  of  Aberdeen, 
to  barter  their  commodities,  and  to  trade,  in  Exigl8akd,^Botuli  ScotidP,  p^  7l6.  802.  B59*  B69,  SBO. 
925.2 
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teWf  to  support  its  rank  in  the  scale  of  political  society ;  and,  when  a.d,  1394. 
called  upon,  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  sovereign. 

While  animosities  subsisted  between  the  two  British  nations,  King 
Edward  III.  had  been  the  means  of  interrupting  the  trade  between 
the  Scots  and  the  Flemings.  By  his  influence  with  the  Earl  of  Flan- 
ders, the  Scots  were  excluded  from  the  ports  of  his  territories.  This 
impolitic  measure  necessarily  occasioned  David  II.  to  retaliate.  He 
issued  forth  an  edict,  dated  the  12th  November,  in  the  19th  year  of  his 
reign,  by  which  he  approved  of  the  staple  of  the  Scottish  merchants 
being  established  at  the  port  of  Middleburgh,  in  Zealand.  By  a 
similar  edict,  of  the  same  date,  he  prohibited  the  merchants  of  Flan- 
ders, and  all  Flemings,  from  resorting  to  Scotland,  in  the  way  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  under  the  pain  of  confiscation  of  their  goods. 
From  this  act  of  proscription,  mariners  alone  were  excepted.*  Both 
these  writings  are  preserved  in  the  archives  of  Aberdeen. 

In  this  age,  literature  had  made  very  little  progress  in  Scotland. 
There  were  few  men  eminent  for  erudition,  and  these  were  confined 
chiefly  to  the  order  of  the  clergy,  whose  knowledge  in  the  higher 
branches  of  letters  was  mostly  acquired  in  foreign  seminaries.  What- 
ever relates  to  those  persons,  whose  writings  have  engaged  our  atten- 
tion, naturally  incites  our  curiosity.  The  time  and  place  of  their  birth, 
their  education,  and  gradual  attainments,  are  objects  which  merit  con- 
sideration. Among  the  earliest  eminent  characters,  distinguished  by 
his  accomplishments  in  learning,  was  John  Barbour,  the  metrical  histo- 
rian, Archdeacon  of  Aberdeen,  who  consequently  deserves  to  be  men- 
tioned.   He  was  born  in  this  place,  about  the  year  1380;  and,  having 

F  received 


^  «  David  dei  gra  Rex  Scottor  CaiSario  nro  Sc5^  viceoomitib^  ppoitis  %  eor  baH:is  cetisq^  minis* 
tns  nris  ad  quoe  psentes  h"*  pvefiint  saltm  Quia  manifestu  fuit  consilio  nro  tento  apud  Dimde  zii 
die  NovemB^  (^  ficatores  regni  nri  %  eor  ivientes  n^  non  «  omes  «  singli  de  Regno  nro  cujuscQq^ 
codiconia  aut  status  cu  omib^  bonis  suis  «  ficandisis  de  ptib^  fiandrie  a  comunione  flamyngor  exulati 
sunt  «  banniti  cuj^  tarn  baniconis  penit^  ignoram'.  Unde  mcatores  Fiandrie  %  omes  flamyngos  cujus* 
cu(|^  condiconis  aut  status  nautis  dutaxat  exceptis^  a  visitacone  %  comunione  Regni  iiri  penitus  exu- 
lam'  Ita  q  ubicu(]^  inf*  Regnu  nrm  a  notificaione  psenciu  trar  aliquis  flamyngus  invenir  tanq  banitus 
«  exulatus  captivet  «  omia  bona  sua  «  iScandise  ad  opus  nrm  confiscant^  tam  diu  videliz.  q^  arresta 
ficator  Regni  nri  impfta  in  flandria  remota  Vobis  man3am'  «  predpim'  p  tenore  psentis  ire  nre  ut 
pmtit'in  omib'  consuetis  Dat  in  consilio  iiro  tento  pdto  die  Apud  Dunde,  anno  regni  nostri  deci- 


mo  nono/' 
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A.D.  1394.  received  a  competent  education,  perhaps  at  a  grammar  school  of  one 
of  the  monasteries,  he  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  was  promoted 
by  King  David  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Aberdeen  about  the  year  1856. 
After  his  promotion,  he  continued  to  cultivate  literature  with  indefa- 
tigable zeal.  In  the  year  1357,  he  was  one  of  the  three  commis- 
sioners, appointed  by  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  to  attend  parliament 
at  Edinburgh,  to  concert  measures  for  the  redemption  of  King  David. 
In  the  same  year  he  repaired  to  England,  accompanied  with  three 
other  students,  imder  a  protection  from  Edward  III.*  which  had  been 
obtained  on  the  solicitation  of  King  David,  in  order  that  he  might 
prosecute  his  studies  at  the  university  of  Oxford,  where  he  remained 
for  some  time,  performing  his  scholastic  exercises.  He  continued  af- 
terwards occasionally  his-  attendance  at  this  ancient  seat  of  learning, 
adding  to  the  stock  of  knowle'dge  which  he  had  already  acquired.f 
and,  in  1365  and  1368,  he  went  to  France,  where  he  completed  his 
education,  ij:  David,  who  seems  to  have  greatly  patronized  him,  be- 
stowed upon  him,  during  life,  from  the  customs  of  Aberdeen,  an  an- 
nual pension  of  LJO,||  as  a  reward  for  his  poem  on  his  father,  King 
Bobert  Bruce.  Bobert  II.  granted  him,  from  the  fee  farms  of  the  bo* 
rough,  an  annuity  of  L.1  in  perpetuity,  which  he  bequeathed  to  the 
canons  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Aberdeen,  for  celebrating  yearly  a 
mass  of  requiem  for  his  soult  §  according  to  the  custom  of  the  age. 
He  was  for  some  years  comptroller  of  the  household  to  David ;  and 
died  about  the  year  1396.  ^f  Barbour  was  not  only  distinguished  for 
his  extensive  knowledge  in  the  philosophy  and  divinity  of  the  age ; 
but  justly  celebrated  as  a  poet,  for  his  metrical  history  of  the  achieve-* 
ments  of  the  illustrious  King  Bobert  Bruce ;  and  of  the  details  of  the 
exploits  of  his  faithful  companions  in  arms,  Bandolph,  Earl  of  Moray, 
and  the  Lord  James  Douglas.  This  work  was  completed  about  the 
year  1375.    The  style  of  his  composition  is  regarded,  by  the  learned  of 

both 


*  Rymer^s  Faedera,  vot  vi.  p.  51.  39.-*Rotuli  Scoti«,  p.  808. 

t  BotuU  Scotis^  p.  886.  897*  t  n>id.  926.— Rymer's  Fa^era^  vol  vi  p.  478. 

II  Equal  to  about  L.24  sterling  money. 

§  Chamberlain's  Accounts,  toL  ii  p.  128. 153.  402.*-&obert8on'8  Index,  p.  138.  21* 

IT  Chamberlain's  Accounts^  voL  ii  p.  I9.«»Cartulai7  of  AberdeeD>  f.  115.  - 
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both  kingdoms,  as  an  ornament  to  the  English  language ;  and  not  a.d.  1594. 
inferior  to  that  of  his  English  cotemporary  Chaucer.* 

The  language  which  was  vernacular  in  Aberdeen  during  this  age, 
was  neither  the  ancient  Celtic,  or  Gaelic,  that  continued  to  be  spoken 
in  the  mountainous  part  of  the  country,  nor  derived  from  it ;  but  would 
seem  to  have  been  a  dialect  of  the  Saxon,  intermingled  with  some 
words  from  the  British,  Danish,  and  French.  Of  this  we  are  enabled 
to  judge,  from  various  circumstances  occurring  in  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  of  record ;  from  the  specimens  of  epistolary 
writing, and  from  some  popular  transactions  selected  from  the  records.f 

F  2  This 


•  Dr,  Warton's  Histoiy  of  Ancient  Poets,  vol.  i.  p.  318.— Monthly  Review,  February,  1788. 
The  following  is  given  as  a  specimen  of  our  author's  versification  and  stile,  in  the  description  of 
noral  ofajccts^^in  his  praises  of  spring. 

'» This  was  in  ver,«  when  winter  tide.  And  trees  begouth3  breaking  to  ma,4 

With  his  blasts  hideous  to  bide.  Burgeons  5  and  blyth  bloomes  alswa. 

Was  overdriven;  and  birdis  small.  To  win  the  hewing^  of  their  head 

As  turtle  and  the  nightingale.  That  wicked  winter  hath  them  made, 

B^gan  right  sweetly  for  to  siag  "^  And  all  gersse?  begouth  to  spring: 

And  for  to  make  their  solacing ;  In  that  sweet  time,  the  noble  King,"  &c. 

Sweet  notes  and  sounds  seere,* 
And  melodies  pkasani  to  bear^  Barbour,  EdinBurgk  edUion,  I67O.  p.  79. 

The  summer  k  described  with  equal  beauty.    The  verses  are  picturesque,  and  eaetremely  soft : 

''  This  was  in  mids  of  mirthfiill  May^  And  fields  strowed  are  witib  flowers 

When  birdis  sings  in  ilk  spray.  Well  sauouring,  of  seir  colours ; 

Making  their  notes  with  seemlie  soun.  And  all  thing  worthed  &  blyth  and  gay. 

For  softnesse  of  the  sweet  seasoun ;  When  that  the  goode  King  tuke  his  way." 
And  leaves  of  the  branches  spreeds. 

And  bloomes  right  about  them  breeds ;  Barboiirj  p.  258. 
1  Spring        2  Bewnl        8  Began        4  More        S  Buds        C  Colouring        7  Grass        8  Became 

From  some  passages  in  Winton's  Chronicle  it  would  appear,  that  Barbour  had  also  composed  a 
Oenealogioal  History  of  the  Kings  of  SooCland;  bat  of  this  work  no  manuscript  is  known  to  be  ex- 
tant. His  materials,  we  may  presume,  were  supplied  by  national  tradition,  or  by  such  authentic 
writers  as  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth.  The  earliest  edition  of  "  The  Bruce"  whidi  haa  hitherto  been 
traced,  was  published  at  Edinburgh  in  I6l6^  in  a  duodecimo  fornL-^Dr.  Irmmg't  Lives  of  the  Scot^ 
iish  Poets,  vol.  1.  258.]| 

t  The  following  is  a  transcript  of  a  Contract,  in  the  year  i399,  betwixt'  the  Community  and 
John  Lambynton,  &c.  in  the  common  language  of  the  place  :— 

'*  Yis  is  ye  Cunand  made  betwex  ye  Comownys  of  Atden  on  ye  ta  ^t,  and  Ion  Lambynton  % 
Crawfurd  Mason  on  ye  toy*  pt  yat  is  to  say  yat  the  fbrsaid  MasMiys  sale  hew  to  ye  forsaid  Co- 
mownys xzi  duiTs  %  xn  wyndowys  in  fre  tailly  %  sal  delyvir  firely  yal  at  our  key  of  ABden,  or  ellis 
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A.D.  1S94.  This  undoubtedly  continued  to  be  the  prevailing  language  in  the 

subsequent  ages,  although  it  has  been  attended  with  gradations  of 
change,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  intercourse  with  Eng- 
land, and  other  countries.  In  the  progress  of  ages  this  language  ex- 
tended over  the  lower  parts  of  the  county ;  and  the  Celtic,  or  Gaelic^ 
is,  at  the  present  time,  confined  solely  to  the  mountains. 

The  extent  of  the  population  of  Aberdeen,  at  the  close  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  may  be  conjectured  from  the  number  of  the  in- 
habitants chargeable  with  public  assessments.  In  the  earlier  years  of 
the  subsequent  century,  we  find,  in  the  record,  a  roll  of  persons  of 
this  description,  to  the  number  of  844.  These  may  be  supposed  to 
have  been  heads  of  families ;  but  to  which  there  may  be  added  one 
third  more,  as  being  unable  to  contribute  taxes.  The  whole  fa- 
milies might,  therefore,  be  computed  458:  and  when  the  state  of 

society 


at  ye  sands  at  Laurenc  of  Lethis  how8%  and  yat  work  sail  be  suffidand  gode,  but  firethyng  lorch  ilk 
ane  for  ay."— -[[Cotinct7  Register,  vol.  i.  81.^ 

The  transcript  of  an  Epistle  from  the  Magistrates,  iif^A.  D.  1401 :— -"  ReUenoe  %  honor  likt  yhu 
to  wit,  3rt  ye  lord  of  Keth  arestit  yhur  wyn  %  yhur  oxin  %  far  gude  caus^  as  he  lete  us  wit  «  for  yhur 
saks  we  made  hy  request  y  he  suld  firely  delyvi  yai  for  ye  quilk  request  he  has  delydit  yai  ftely  at 
yis  ty  for  we  lir  yai  a  wald  at  gud  acord  war  betwez  yhu  «  hym  «  wull  do  our  besynes  to  bryng  it 
yar  to  at  our  power  at  ye  quilk  acord  he  sayis  he  wald  be  gladly  %  sal  nocht  leve  i  his  defance. 
Qwarfor  der  lord  it  is  our  oonsale  «  we  requor  yhu  jrt  for  eiH)  of  ye  contr  and  quiet  of  our'  place 
yhe  wald  asith  gif  yhe  ocht  aw  hym  sa  yt  hym  nedit  nocht  i  tyme  to  cii  til  mak  sic  pundyng  %  na 
by  1  our  town  for  he  says  it  is  previt  dete  jrt  yhe  aw  hym  %  of  langtyme  bygane%  gif  yhe  will  adress 
yhu  to  be  at  ony  day  with  hym  for  ye  knawlage  of  ye  fors®  thjmgs  send  us  word  «  we  sal  late  hy 
wit «  gif  it  laugt  ansuer  we  sal  ger  send  it  yhu  for  we  ar  ncht  mykil  haldyn  to  yhu  «  als  til  hym* 
God  kepe  yhur  estate  as  we  desir.^-£CD»fict7  Regigter,  voL  1.  Sl6.]] 

List  of  goods  appraised  and  delivered  over  to  the  Chamberlain,  for  fines  imposed  by  him,  in  1400: 

Joh  fil  Jacobi,  Bridus  Duccani,  GilBtus  Henry,  ^atrius  Baxf',  Michiel  de  Cafia,  Alan'  Ric. 

In  ^mis  a  Joke  Sprout,  afethirbede  %  a  bolster,  iiijs-^It  a  barrell  of  porpas,  xis-^It  halfa 
net,  ZLd— It aladesadil,  zzxiid 
It  fira  Thom  of  Marr  a  lede,  zx  s 
It  fra  Davy  Tamson  a  sadil  «  ij  schete  of  net,  iiij  s  iiiid 
It  fra  Thorn  of  Paxton  a  cofir,  iis 

It  fia  Syi5  Bayard  a  p  of  crdis,  xvid— It  a  cart  saddil  «  j€  pets,  vnid 
It  fra  Rob.  Duccanson  xx  akyn  treys,  xiiis  iiijd 
It  fira  Will*  Glenyson  viii  vln  of  grene  dath  %  blew,  xiis  vid 
It  fra  Will:  of  Foty  a  basyn  «  a  lawar,  xxviid 
It  ab  Andr.  Baxf  p  accone  Ric  fichet  a  bxysen  pot  vs  ma,  iiij  ti  iii  s.«»Coiiif ci7  BegUicr,  wl.  1 1 50. 
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society  at  this  period,  and  other  circumstances,  are  taken  into  consi-  A.D.  1394. 
deration,  it  is  highly  reasonable  to  conjecture,  according  to  the  usual 
principles  adopted  in  such  cases,*  that  there  were  at  least  6^  persons 
in  each  family.  Hence  we  may  estimate  the  population  to  have  been, 
in  the  end  of  this  century,  2977 ;  or  probably  3000  persons  of  all  ages-f 
The  whole  population  of  Scotland  was  reckoned  only  600,000,  in  the 
time  of  Alexander  III, ;  and  when  the  nation  had  been  so  frequently 
exposed  to  the  three  great  scourges  of  mankind,  war,  pestilence,  and 
famine,  it  is  not  probable  it  had  much  increased  since  that  period. 

In  the  reign  of  Bobert  HI.  the  mint  at  Aberdeen  appears  still  to 
have  been  occupied  in  issuing  groat  pieces  of  silver,  having,  on  the 
obverse  side,  the  impression  of  Villa  de  Aherd.  They  are  pretty  simi-» 
lar  to  those  issued  from  the  same  mint,  in  the  time  of  David  II.  || 
At  this  period  coining  money  was  not  confined  to  one  particular 
place,  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Many  provincial  towns,  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  had  their  established  mints  for  coinage,  on 
account  of  their  respective  sovereigns.  A  variety  of  coins  from  such 
mints  may  be  found  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious.  The  learned  Rud- 
diman,  who  had  investigated  Scottish  antiquities  with  considerable 
ability  and  great  accuracy,  did  not  carry  the  origin  of  coinage  in  Scot- 
land beyond  the  time  of  Alexander  I.  who  commenced  his  reign  in  the 
year  1107 ;  at  least  he  has  stated,  that  no  coins  of  any  King  of  Scot- 
land had  been  discovered,  of  a  prior  date.  But  if  money  was  not  coined 
anterior  to  this  aera,  our  connection  with  the  Bomans,  and  intercourse 
with  the  Britons  and  Saxons,  and  with  foreign  countries,  must  neces- 
sarily have  introduced  foreign  coin,  as  the  circulating  medium  of 
commerce.  J  In  the  year  1355,  the  EngUsh  and  Scottish  pounds 
were  of  the  same  weight  and  purity.  They  contained  about  three 
times  the  quantity  of  our  present  pound  sterling ;  and,  prior  to  the 
reign  of  Bobert  Bruce,  thirty-six  times  that  of  our  pound  Scots. 
After  his  time  silver  buUion  gradually  declined  in  value  till  the 
middle  of  the  18th  century,  when  a  pound  of  silver  was  equal  to 

L.37 


*  CoiincS  Raster,  vol  iL  26,  27,  28.— Dr.  Price  on  Reversionary  Payments,  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 
t  Dr.  Henry  states  the  population  of  Britain,  in  the  end  of  the  15th  century,  to  have  been  about 
2,600,000.— [Fo/.  X.  281.] 

II  Anderson's  Dip.  and  Numiamata.  %  Preface  to  Anderson's  Dip.  p.  57. 61*  ^l* 
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» 

A.D.  1394.  L.37  4s.  of  Scottish  money.  Gold  coin  waB  not  struck  in  Scotland 
until  the  reign  of  Bobert  II. ;  and  both  species  of  coin  were  exe* 
cuted  in  the  same  manner  as  in  England.* 

We  shall  present  a  comparative  table  of  the  monies  contributed 
towards  the  exigencies  of  the  crown,  during  the  14th  century,  by  the 
boroughs  of  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  and  Perth ;  made  up  from  the 
rolls  in  Exchequer,  of  the  Chamberlain's  Accounts  of  Scotland,  from 
the  year  1328  to  1424.  And,  according  to  the  manner  of  Ruddiman, 
in  his  table  Sdf  of  the  rates  of  provisions  in  Scotland,  during  this 
century,  we  shall  note  in  one  column  the  nominal  sums  contributed 
by  Aberdeen,  and  distinguish,  in  an  opposite  column,  the  sum  to 
which  a  correspondent  quantity  of  bullion  would  extend,  in  modem 
Scottish  money,  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  George  II. — 1738. 
This  we  consider  to  be  an  unquestionable  criterion,  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  comparative  state  of  Aberdeen,  whether  in  a  political  or 
commercial  point  of  view,  during  the  period  of  the  14th  century.  We 
have  here  to  remark,  to  the  reader  who  may  be  unacquainted  with 
the  value  of  modem  Scottish  money,  that  it  is  exactly  one  twelfth 
part  of  a  similar  sum  in  sterling  money,  of  the  present  time ;  or  that 
it  requires  twelve  times  the  number  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
of  the  former,  to  make  the  like  sums  in  the  latter. 


*  Preface  to  Aodmrn's  Dip.  58.  6«.  80.  t  Ibid.  82. 


'NoTfi.-**In  the  note  on  the  17tb  page  of  this  chapter^  a  misUke  has  occurred^  by  stating  the  dowry  of 
the  Princess  Maigaret»  cm  her  marriage  with  the  King  of  Norway,  at  40^000  merkSj  in  place  of 
14^000  merks ;  which  sum  is  equal,  in  sterling  money,  to  about  L.S8^000. 
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CHAPTER   III. 


SECTION  I. 


Battle  of  Harlarv^^Sir  Robert  Davidson^  Provost^  slain—Ransom  of 
King  James  I. — Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum  Governor  of  the 
Town-^orttfied  with  Walls — King  James  II.  and  the  Queen  visit 
the  Town — Supreme  Court  at  Aberdeen — Bond  of  Man-rent  to  the 
Earl  of  Huntly — King  James  III.  encouraged  foreign  trade — Slain 
at  Stirling — Propositions  from  Lord  Forbes^  and  other  Lords^  to 
revenge  his  death — Sir  Andrew  Wood's  Claim  to  the  Castlehill  and 
Stocket  set  aside  by  the  Lords  of  Councils—King  James  IV.  visits  the 
Town — the  celebration  of  his  Marriage^  attended  by  the  Magis^ 
trates^^Visit  of  the  Queen — Battle  of  Flodden— Attack  on  the  Citi^ 
zens  by  Seton  of  Meldrum — King  James  V.  visits  the  Town — his 
Remission  to  the  Community— -Licence  for  fortifying  the  Town  with 
WcdU-'-^Contest  with  Lord  Forbes^  ^c.—  The  Provost  and  twenty^ 
four  Citizens  tried  before  the  Justiciary  Court  at  Linlithgow^  and 
acquitted — Visit  of  the  King — Ships  of  war  fitted  out  by  Aberdeen 
..^ohn  and  George  Faw^  Gipsies — Battle  of  Solway — the  Earl  of 
Huntly  Provost  of  Aberdeen — Battle  of  Pinkey^  in  which  many  of 
the  Citizens  were  killed — the  Earl  of  Arran  and  the  Dowager  Queen 
Mary  visit  the  Town — Miscellaneous  Occurrences. 

From  A,D.  1398  to  A.D.  15S9. 

Feom  this  period,  the  sources  of  information  with  regard  to  local  A.D.  1398. 
matters  becoming  more  copious,  our  details  will  be  more  minute,  and 
our  narrative  more  connected,  than  in  the  preceding  chapters.  The 
journals  of  the  successive  councils  of  the  borough,  and  of  the  judi- 
cial proceedings  in  the  different  law  courts,  now  commence.  From 
these,  incidents  and  transactions  may  be  more  copiously  collected, 
and  confidently  stated;   their  causes,  progress,  and  effects,   more 

clearly  traced ;  and  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  people  more 

H  distinctly 
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A.D.  1398.  distinctly  delineated,  than  from  our  former  vague,  detached,  and 
scanty  sources  of  information.  At  the  same  time,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, occasionally,  to  have  recourse  to  national  histories,  for  matters 
of  a  more  general  nature,  connected  with  the  object  of  the  present 
inquiries. 

1406.  The  reign  of  Robert*  III,  was^  of  short  duration ;  but,  during  the 
greater  part  of  it,  tranquillity  had  prevailed  between  the  two  British 
nations.  Being  a  prince  of  slender  capacity,  and  infirm  from  his 
youth,  he  committed  the  administration  of  public  afiairs  to  his  bro- 
ther Robert,  Duke  of  Albany,  who  seems  to  have  entertained  designs 
AprU  4.  of  acquiring  the  crown  to  his  own  family.  After  the  demise  of  the 
king,  a  parliament,  to  which  Aberdeen  sent  its  commissioners,!  as- 

june.  sembled  at  Perth,  and  appointed  Albany  regent  of  the  kingdom.  On 
assuming  the  reins  of  government,  he  found  the  afikirs  of  the  nation 
in  the  greatest  disorder,  and  anarchy  every  where  prevailing.  James, 
the  only  son  of  Robert,  and  his  successor  in  the  throne,  had  been 
seized  by  the  English  during  the  continuance  of  a  truce,  and  was  un- 
justly detained  a  captive  in  England,  where  he  remained  for  many 
subsequent  years.  The  nobility,  who  aspired  to  independence,  had 
assumed  the  whole  power  of  the  state.  Being  divided  by  mutual 
jealousies  and  inveterate  animosities,  they  lived  in  a  state  of  perpe- 
tual hostility  with  each  other :  and,  the  authority  of  the  established 
government  being  little  regarded,  their  quarrels  were  generally  de- 
cided by  the  sword.  Among  the  most  turbulent  and  formidable  of 
these  chieftains  was  Donald,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  who  scorned  all  sub- 
jection to  the  delegated  power  of  the  regent.  He  had  long  con- 
sidered himself  as  an  independent  prince,  and  w^s  united  to  Eng- 
land by  treaties  of  alliance,  J  which  were  not  sanctioned  by  the 

1 408.  government  of  his  country.  About  this  timQ  the  Earldom  of  Ross 
having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Regent,  on  the  death  of  the  for* 
mer  Earl,  Donald  of  the  Isles  asserted  his  claim  to  it,  in  right  of  his 
wife,  the  presumptive  heiress;  but  motives,  characteriistic  of  the 

timest 


*  His  name  was  John ;  bvit^  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  he  chai^ged  it  to  that  of  Rob^^  by 
the  advice  of  his  Paiiiament. 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  i.  p,  278.  J  Rymer's  Faedera,  vol,  viii  p.  527. 
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timeSy  induced  the  Begent  to  deny  this  claim.  Donald^  incensed  at  a.d.  uu. 
this  refusal,  speedily  raised  an  army  of  10,000  men,  within  his  own 
territories,  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his  pretensions.  With  this 
force  he  took  possession  of  the  earldom  without  the  least  opposition. 
Elated  with  his  success,  he  advanced  southward,  and  invaded  the 
fertile  provinces  of  Moray,  Strathbogie,  and  Garioch,  committing 
many  acts  of  plunder  and  devastation  in  the  course  of  his  progress. 
He  now  promi^d  himself  and  his  followers  considerable  advantages 
from  the  spoils  of  Aberdeen ;  but,  whatever  objects  he  may  have 
had  in  view,  his  further  advances  were  prevented  by  Alexander 
Stewart,  Earl  of  Mar,  the  Kegent's  nephew,  who  had  collected  an 
army  in  the  low  country,*  to  oppose  him.  In  this  situation  of  af- 
fairs, the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  ambitious  to  show  their  loyalty  and 
their  attachment  to  the  established  government,  and  dreading  the 
approach  of  those  hostile  invaders,  marched  from  the  town,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Bobert  Davidson,  their  alderman ;  and,  along 
with  several  barons  of  thie  county,  joined  the  army  under  the  Earl  of 
Mar.  The  army,  thus  reinforced,  having  encountered  the  invaders  at 
the  village  of  Harlaw,  about  eighteen  miles  north  of  the  town,  a  bloody  July  24. 
conflict  ensued,  which  was  uncertain  in  its  issue ;  and  the  night,  ra- 
ther than  victory,  put  an  end  to  the  battle.  The  loss  on  both  sides 
Was  very  considerable,  and  each  of  the  contending  armies  retreated 
on  the  following  day,  having  no  inclination  to  renew  the  combat.  In 
this  action  Sir  Bobert  Davidson  fell,  with  many  of  his  friends  and 
followers,  f  who  were  long  lamented  by  their  fellow  citizens.  His  body 
was  brought  to  the  town  by  his  surviving  companions  in  arms,  and  en- 
tombed in  the  north  wall  of  Saint  Nicholas  Church,  before  the  altar 
of  Saint  Ann,  J  which  had  been  founded  by  his  father,  many  years 
before,  near  the  great  arch  of  the  steeple.  §    The  place  of  his  sepul- 

H  2       ■  ture 


*  Fordun^  lib.  xv.  cap.  51.— Baehaiuoi^  lib.iL  c  IS. 

t  Among  nuoiy  other  Banms^  Sir  Alek.  Irvine  of  Drtixn  "^aa  slam  in  this  battle.  His  body  was 
biuied  on  the  fields  whcare^  in  sncient  times^  a  cairn  marked  the  place  of  his  interment  It  was  long 
known  by  the  name  of  Drum's  calm. — J[M.S.  ddvoaa^s  Libraty.^ 

t  Cartukoy  of  St  NIdiolas  Cborch^  fo.  6. 

§  The  event  appears  to  have  been  recorded  in  the  Cartulary  of  St  Nicholas  Church  some  years 
afterwards :«— ''  Potens  vir  Robertus  filius  Davidis^  &c.  £t  erat  vir  in  cunctis  prospe  agens^  fortis  et 
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A.D.  1411.  ture  was  marked  by  the  following  inscription  on  the  wall  of  the 
old  church : — 

«  SIR  ROBERT  DAVIDSON, 
SLAIN  AT  HARLAW. 
Eques  Auratus." 

When  the  nave  of  this  fabric  fell  to  ruins,  about  the  year  1740, 
the  remains  of  the  body  were  discovered,  with  a  small  crimson  cap 
covering  the  head.*  The  standard  which  the  citizens  carried  to  the 
field  is  preserved  in  the  armoury  of  the  town  to  the  present  day. 
After  this  event,  tradition  relates,  that  the  chief  magistrate  of  Aber- 
deen was  interdicted,  by  an  act  of  the  town  council,  from  leaving  the 
city,  in  his  public  character,  on  any  future  occasion. 

1424.  In  this  year  King  James  effected  his  release  from  captivity  in 
England,  having  stipulated  to  pay  L, 40,000  sterling,  for  his  mainte- 
nance and  education,  during  the  long  period  of  his  confinement  in 
that  country.  For  liquidating  this  debt,  Aberdeen  was  one  of  the 
four  royal  boroughs  associated  in  a  bond  to  the  King  of  England  for 
the  sum  of  50,000  merks  Scots.f  In  order  to  guarantee  the  payment 
of  this  money,  hostages  were  selected  from  the  barons  of  the  king- 
dom, and  from  the  wealthiest  burgesses,  to  remain  as  prisoners  in 
England,  until  the  condition  of  the  bond  should  be  accomplished. 
David  Menzies,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,:}:  whose  estate  was  estimated  at 
200  merks  annually,  being  one  of  the  hostages,  was  ordered,  among 

others^ 


audax  et  obiit  in  bello  de  Harelaw  et  cum  eo  plures  burgenses  laudablles  invariabiles  honestatlbusc^ 
radicati  omnic^  probitate  inovati  quoru  nomina  propter  tempis  brevitatem  et  memorie  erracia  expr&- 
mi  non  po88imt,  ut  deceret  in  defensione  ville  et  pro  patrie  libertate  sub  vexillo  dni  Alexandri  Se- 
nescalli  comitis  Marrie  £t  sepultus  dictus  Robertas  ante  altare  Sancte  Anne  in  eccia  parochial!  pre- 
dicta  cujus  anime  miseratur  Deus."— QFo/.  6.3 

*  The  author  acquired  this  mformation  some  years  ago  from  a  respectable  inhabitant,  who,  when 
a  boy,  had  occasion  to  see  the  remains  of  the  body  among  the  ruins. 

t  The  boroughs  were— Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  and  Perth.  Each  of  these  granted  a  si- 
milar bond  for  the  sum.  The  common  seal  of  Aberdeen  was  of  red  waz^  suspended  from  the  bond, 
which  was  dated  at  Perth,  18th  February,  1424 — [^Rymcr^s  Fuedera,  vol,  k.  p.  324,  325.]  The 
sum  was  equal  to  L.640,332  10s.  of  modem  Scottish  money,  in  1738;  or  L.53,S6l  lOs.  sterling. 

X  Abercromby,  vol.  ii.  p.  266. 
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Others,  to  repair  to  England,  where  he  remained  under  restraint  for  a.d.  us;^. 
some  time.*    King  James,  on  his  arrival  at  Din-ham,  on  the  26th 
March,  granted  to  these  boroughs  an  ample  indemnification  from  the 
consequences  of  this  engagement,  in  the  form  of  a  bond,  which  is  de- 
posited in  the  archives  of  Aberdeen,  f 

After  the  barbarous  murder  of  this  prince,:};  the  affairs  of  the  1437- 
kingdom  being  in  a  distracted  state,  the  community  of  Aberdeen 
judged  it  expedient,  for  its  defence  and  protection,  to  court  the 
patronage  of  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum,  who  was  a  baron  of  con- 
siderable influence  in  the  county.     His  residence  was  a  few  miles 
from  the  town,  and  his  family  had  long  been  attached  to  the  interests 
of  the  citizens.     He  was  invested  with  the  highest  civil  and  military  1440. 
authority  in  the  town,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  burgesses,  ^^^*^^' 
under  the  title  of  captain  and  governor ;  which  office  he  continued  to 

hold 


*  Mr.  Menzies'  annual  estate  would  liave  been  equal  to  L.213  8s.  10^  sterling  money,  in  the 
year  1738.  In  his  captivity  he  was  attended  by  Thomas  of  Tillew,  Priest;  John  Hadyngton,  John 
Makke,  Walter  Fresell,  Andrew  Dalowe^  and  Davy  Johnnesson,  servants ;  who  obtained  permission 
from  the  King  of  England  for  that  purposev-^%fiif/«  F(gd.  vol.  x.  p.  828.  838.]] 

t  *'  Jacobus  dei  gra  Rex  Soottorum  omibus  hominib'  Clericis  et  Laicis  Regni  nostri  notum  faci- 
xnus  nos  auctate  nostra  Regia  tened  et  tenore  pndum  firmiter  et  fideliter  obligari  dile^tis  t  fidelib' 
nois  burgensis  videlicet  ppoitis  *t  balliuis  et  comunitatib'  quatuor  burgorum  regni  nri  predtis  de 
Edinburgthy  Perth,  Dunde,  1  Abirden  ac  eorum  liedib'  1  successorib3  ad  obsuand  ipos  X  hcdes  suos 
*%  successores  t  eorum  quemUb'  indempne'  seu  inden^nes  de  solucbne  qulquaginta  millium  marca]^ 
pro  qua  suma  soluenda  serenissimo  Principi  henrico  Regi  Anglie  pro  nra  liberacbne  predti  ppoiti  t 
coietates  1  balliui  quatuor  burgor  nostror  ad  mandatum  nostrum  sunt  litteratorie  obligati  ad  termi- 
nos  inde  concordatos,  Et  ad  hoc  faciendu  ut  premissiun  e  sine  exceptoe  revocacone  aut  impedimeto 
quibuscOq^  Obligamus  nos  auctoritate  nre  regie  majestatis  heredes  nros  et  successores  reges  Scocie 
firmiter  *t  sine  fraude  pnciu  p  tenorem,  insup  promittim^  t  curabem'  nos  facere  omes  et  singulus 
ppoitos  et  balliuos  ac  coitates  ceteror  burgo^  regni  nostri  se  heredes  suos  et  successores  sub  suis 
GoiBs  sigillis  obligare  in  forma  sufficienti  prepoitis  et  balliuis  dtor  quatuor  burgorum  ad  assis'i 
tend  t  adherendum  eisd  insolucbe  dte  sQme  peSnie  in  casum  et  eventum  quib^  pro  ea  distrintgantur 
siue  eu  solvat  in  toto  t  in  pte  et  ad  partidpedH  et  eontribuend  cum  eisd  juxta  vires  in  omi  onere  ta 
occasione  pncipat  solucbis  prefate  sume  pecnie  no  solute  c^  suptuu  et  expensar  drca  factum  huioi 
obligacbis  jam  factor  *t  imposterum  fiendor  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  sigillum  firm  pntib^  jussimus 
apponi  apud  Daelmia  zxvi  die  Menf  Mardi  Anno  Dni  millesimo  quadragitesimo  vicesimo  quarto,  et 
regni  nostri  xviii." 

X  King  James  was  murdered,  February  20,  1437,  in  the  Carthusian  Monastery  of  Perth^  by 
Walter,  Earl  of  Athol,  his  uncle ;  and  other  conspirators. 
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A.D.  1440.  hold  two  years.*'  This  is  the  only  instance  of  such  an  office  having 
been  created  in  the  borough ;  for  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
revived,  even  in  the  time  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  in  the  middle  of  the 
subsequent  century,  his  Lordship,  who  became  chief  magistrate, 
being  distinguished  only  by  the  title  of  provost. 

1442.  The  anarchy  and  confusion  which  prevailed  in  the  nation  during 
the  minority  of  James  II.  kept  the  community  of  Aberdeen  in  a  state 
of  constant  alarm.  Having  no  regular  government  to  resort  to  for 
protection,  it  seemed  to  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  its  own  in- 
ternal resources.  While  the  disorders  in  the  country  subsisted,  the 
magistrates  and  council  found  it  requisite  to  adopt  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  The  citizens  were  commanded 
to  take  arms,  and  support  the  magistrates  in  their  authority.  The 
town  was  ordered  to  be  fortified  with  walls ;  the  ports  were  kept  shut 
every  night,  and  an  armed  patrole  of  thirty  men  was  daily  selected 
from  the  citizens,  as  a  guard,  to  prevent  surprise,  f  This  alarm,  how- 
ever, appears  to  have  soon  subsided^  and  the  citizens  were,  of  coiurse, 
released  from  this  military  duty. 

1448.  In  the  month  of  July,  this  year,  King  James  made  his  first  visit 
to  the  town.  He  was  received  by  the  magistrates  with  every  mark  of 
distinction  due  to  their  sovereign  ;:|:  and  the  citizens  were  zealous  in 
manifesting  their  joy  on  the  occasion.  A  present,  under  the  deno* 
mination  of  a  propine,  was  made  to  him,  of  two  tons  of  Gascony  wine, 
six  lights  of  three  stones  of  wax,  and  twelve  half  pounds  of  scorchets.§ 

1455.  His  queen,  in  the  month  of  January,  this  year,  made  a  similar  visits 
and  was  received  with  equal  marks  of  respect.  A  propine  was  pre- 
sented to  her,  of  100  merks,||  in  money ;  but  such  was  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  the  means,  that,  to  raise  this  sum,  the  magistrates  de- 
vised the  expedient  of  anticipating  the  revenues  arising  from  the 
fishings,  lands,  and  other  property  of  the  borough.     These  were  or* 

dered  to  be  let  by  leases  for  a  certain  term.  % 

The 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  iv.  p.  211.  253.  t  Ibid.  yol.  v.  p.  660.  663. 

%  Cotmcil  RegiAMr^  voL  v.  p.  731.  §  SWeet-nieBti,  |t  Equal  to  L.64  10s.  sterling. 

IT  Council  Register^  vol  v.  731.  790. 


ANNALS  OF   ABEBBESN.  55 

The  supreme  court  of  law  being  at  this  time  ambulatory,  was  oc-  A.D.  1457. 
casionally  held  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  parliament, 
in  which  the  nomination  of  the  judges  was  vested,  appointed  the 
high  court  of  judicature,  called  the  session,  consisting  of  three  clergy- 
men, three  barons,  and  three  burgesses,  without  either  salaries  or 
perquisites,  to  sit,  during  the  space  of  forty  days,  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  at  Aberdeen.  The  judges  were — ^the  Bishop  of  Boss, 
the  Abbot  of  Deer,  and  Mr.  Walter  Idel,  for  the  clergy ;  the  Earl  of 
Enrol,  the  Lord  Glammis,  and  Lord  Forbes,  for  the  barons ;  John 
Fyfe,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  Andrew  Menzies  and  Walter  Thom- 
son, two  of  the  burgesses,  for  the  boroughs.*  At  this  period,  however, 
justice,  in  ordinary  matters,  was  administered  to  the  citizens  by  the 
provost  and  baillies,  as  judges  in  the  courts  of  the  borough ;  and  ap- 
peals to  higher  tribunals  were  rarely  attempted  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  nobles  and  barons,  with  a  view  to  balance  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  combined  with  each  other  in  leagues  of  mutual  defence,  cal- 
led bands  of  man-rent.  Associations  of  this  kind  were  not  uncommon ; 
they  were  often  concerted  in  time  of  peace,  and  became  formidable 
engines,  in  the  hands  of  the  nobles,  even  against  the  throne.  The 
Earl  of  Huntly,  the  most  pow^ul  chieftain  in  the  north,  influenced 
the  magistrates  and  the  community  of  Aberdeen  to  unite  ifith  him 
in  a  bond  of  this  nature,  under  their  secret  seaL  "  On  the  one  hand,  1462. 
his  Lord^ip  covenanted  to  defend  the  freedom,  liberties,  and  infeft- 
ments  of  the  town :  and,  on  the  other,  they  engaged  to  be  faithful 
and  sincere  in  their  advice,  if  he  should  ask  it ;  to  keep  his  counsel, 
if  he  should  desire  it ;  and  on  his  Lordship  repairing  to  the  town, 
with  his  attendants,  whether  few  or  many,  they  were  to  be  protected." 
The  magistrates  and  the  community,  however,  had  the  prudence  to 
enter  a  saving  article,  by  which  they  reserved  their  allegiance  to  their 
sovereign,  and  the  freedom  of  the  borough.  This  covenant  was  to 
endure  for  ten  years,  f    Not  long  after  the  formation  of  this  league, 

his 


*  Abercromlne,  toI.  ii.  p.  S72« 

t  Bond  of  Man-bent. 
''  Be  it  made  koid  tiU  aU  me  be  thir  pat  tres  Us  Aldma,  Baillieif,  Cotale,  axkd  ^^uXb  of  ye  burgh 
of  Aberdene  to  be  oblist  till  a  noble  and  michtie  Lorde  Alex.  Erie  of  Huntlie  and  Lorde  of  Baide* 
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A.D.  u63c  his  Lordship  had  occasion  to  call  for  their  services.  Since  the  death 
of  King  James  II.  who  had  fallen  at  the  unfortunate  siege  of  Box-- 
burgh  castle,*  John,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  and  Earl  of  Ross ;  Donald 
Ballagh ;  and  John  de  Isle,  son  and  heir  of  the  same  Donald,  had 
thrown  off  their  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  and  entered  into 
a  treaty  with  Edward  IV.  of  England,  f  By  the  first  article  of  this 
treaty,  the  Earl  and  his  people  engaged  to  become  the  subjects  of 
Edward,  and  to  support  the  King  of  England  in  his  wars  in  Scotland, 
o^  against  the  Scots  in  Ireland.  On  the  otJier  hand,  certain  subsidies 
were  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  Earl,  and  his  confederates.  J  Con- 
fiding in  this  treaty,  they  put  themselves  in  arms,  invaded  the  north 
of  Scotland,  surprised  the  castle  of  Inverness,  and  plundered  the  ad- 
jacent 


nach  1  manere  8c  fourme  as  eft  folowis.— -That  is  to  say,  for  samekle  as  ye  forsaid  Lorde  is  oblist  till 
us  !  matenance  and  supplie  to  kepe  us  in  oure  fredomis  and  infeftmet^  for  certane  termes  as  i  ye 
forsaid  Lords  ites  at  lynth  made  till  us  yapon  mar  fiillely  is  contenit,  that  we  aal  be  lele  and  trew 
to  ye  forsaid  Lorde  £rle  in  counsale  gif  he  asks  us  eft*  oure  wicP  and  knawlage,  and  kepe  his  ooun- 
sale  gif  he  charge  us.  And  atour  quhe  it  sal  pless  ye  forsaid  Lorde  to  cum  to  oure  said  burgh  with 
few  personis  or  mony^  and  to  remai  or  pas  quhen  him  liks,  We  sal  at  all  oure  gudely  power  p^sve  & 
kepe  him  and  his  company  within  our  said  burgh  lely  and  treuly,  but  finuide  or  giLe,  and  gif  ony 
wald  inwade  him  within  oure  said  burgh,  to  tak  sik  part  with  him  i  his  defens  as  we  wald  do  for  ye 
defens  of  oure  awyn  persons ;  kepand  our  allegeans  till  oure  soverane  lorde  yeking^  and  ye  fredomis 
of  oure  said  burgh,  yir  our  tres  till  endur  for  al  ye  termes  of  ten  yeres,  fra  ye  day  and  date  of  ye 
making  of  thaime.  In  witnes  of  ye  quhilk  thing  our  secrete  sele  to  thir  oure  ires  is  affixt  at  oure 
burgh  of  Aberdene  forsaid  ye  xx*  day  of  Januare,  ye  yere  of  God  Jm.  CCCC  sezte  and  twa."— 
^CouncU  Register,  vol.  5.  p.  467*]] 

*  The  King  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  cannon,  Aug.  3d,  1460* 

t  Rymer^s  Ffleder%  voL  iL  p.  484. 

X  By  this  singular  treaty,  which  was  concluded  at  London,  February  18th,  1462,  Edward  en« 
gaged  to  pay  to  the  Earl  of  Ross  a  subsidy  of  100  merks,  in  time  of  peace,  and  L.200  in  time  of 
war ;  to  Donald,  LSO  in  time  of  peace,  and  L.40  in  time  of  war ;  to  John,  the  son  of  Donald,  L.10 
in  time  of  peace,  and  L.20  in  time  of  war :  all  sterling  money,  during  their  respective  lives.  It  was 
further  agreed,  that,  when  the  King  of  England,  with  the  assistance  of  these  allies,  and  of  James, 
Earl  of  Douglas,  had  subdued  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  or  the  greatest  part  of  it,  he  should  grant 
all  the  countries  beyond  the  Forth  to  the  Earls  of  Ross  and  Douglas,  and  Donald  Ballagh;  to  be 
equaUy  divided  among  then^  and  held  of  the  crown  of  England ;  that  the  Earl  of  Douglas  should 
be  restored  to  all  his  estates  to  the  south  of  the  Forth ;  and  that  if  Edward  made  any  peace  or  truce 
with  the  King  of  Scotland,  his  allies  should  be  comprehended  in  it.  The  Earl  of  Douglas,  as  a  re- 
ward for  accomplishing  this  alliance,  and  for  other  services,  was  to  receive  from  Edward  an  annual 
pension  of  L.500  during  his  life.— [Aymer^^  Fftdera,  vol.  ii.  p.  487-] 
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jacent  country.*  The  Earl  of  Huntly,  with  other  great  barons,  hav-  a.d.  u6:j. 
ing  determined  to  oppose  them,  required  the  provost  and  the  citizens 
of  Aberdeen,  by  a  special  letter,  committed  to  the  charge  of  their 
Lordship's  squire,  Alexander  of  Leslie,  to  join  them,  at  the  Cabrach, 
on  the  evening  of  Monday  the  18th  of  July.  The  provost  and  his 
friends,  feeling  no  inclination  to  embark  in  an  undertaking  at  so  great 
a  distance,  and,  perhaps,  reflecting  upon  the  fatal  disaster  at  Harlaw, 
returned  to  his  Lordship  an  answer,  excusing  themselves  for  not  at- 
tending  him,  **  because  they  had  neither  horses  nor  men  ;  the  king 
had,  moreover,  ordered  them  to  remain  in  the  town,  for  he  had  cer- 
tain intelligence  of  the  English  fleet  being  on  the  coast,  with  an  in- 
tention to  destroy  this  and  other  towns  of  the  realm."  f  This  war- 
fare, however,  seems  to  have  terminated  without  bloodshed.  The 
Earl  of  Ross  and  his  confederates  returned  with  their  army  to  the 
isles,  carrying  along  with  them  the  spoils  and  plunder  which  they 
had  taken  at  Inverness,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  ij; 

The  friendly  intercourse  which  had  subsisted  for  several  years  uso. 
between  the  two  British  nations,  being  now  unhappily  interrupted, 
there  was  every  appearance  of  an  invasion  of  Scotland  by  the  English. 
The  town  was,  therefore,  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  with  fosses,  and 
other  works ;  and  the  ports  were  secured  in  the  usual  manner.  The 
harbour  was  locked  by  a  boom,  thrown  across  its  entrance;  and  every 

I  citizen 


*  Buchanan^  lib.  xii.  cap.  I9.-— Rymer's  Feed.  voL  ii.  p.  483^  484. 

f  '<  Hee  and  mighty  Lard,  I  recomawnde  me  humly  onto  your  Lordschippis  with  all  humylite 
&  ftrvice  pleyss  your  LordBchippia  to  wit,  yat  I  hafe  resaavyt  certa  of  yours  be  your  Skwyar  Alex, 
of  Lesaly^  chargeande  me  and  ye  tone  to  be  at  youyia  Monuday  at  evine  at  ye  Cabbrach/  My  Lord, 
I  hafe  callit  ye  nichburs  of  our  tone^  and  schawine  yai  your  credens,  ye  quhilk  nichbura  are  wele 
set  at  all  yair  gudely  power  to  pleyss  your  Lordschippis  with  yair  Orvice  in  as  fer  as  yai  may  bes- 
eking  y<^  Lordschippis  ye  will  nocht  be  displeysit  yat  yai  may  nocht  cii  to  yis  hasty  tryst  eft  his 
credens  f^m,  gude  lathe  we  hafe  na  hors  na  man  yet  nane  to  cii  becaussof  ye  wamying  of  ye  cuntre 
of  gentil  me  to  cii  to  your  Lordschippis  at  jib  tryst  And  forthir,  my  Lord^  we  are  chargit  be  our 
aoiiane  Lorde  to  kepe  our  tone^  for  he  as  sickirly  infourmyt  of  a  flot  of  Inglisme  to  cu  for  ye  des< 
tnctone  of  our  tone,  and  of  uthirs  within  jib  realme ;  for  ye  quhilk  we  beseke  yow  til  hafe  us  ex- 
cusit,  aa  our  great  traist  is  in  your  singular  Lordschippis,  ye  quhilk  all  michty  God  ^sine  at  your 
hee  and  mychty  nobill  harte  dessir  Written  und  my  signet  at  ABden  yis  last  Moniiday  ye  xviii  day 
of  July."— (1463.)— tPwiica  Register,  vol.  v.  p.  485.] 

t  Aberorraibie,  voL  iL  p.  397. 
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A.D.  1480.  citizen  was  put  in  arms,  and  prohibited  from  leaving  the  town,  or  re- 
moving his  goods,  under  the  penalty  of  banishment  for  a  year  and  a 
day,  besides  the  forfeiture  of  his  property.* 

1488.  About  this  time  the  Earl  of  Arran,  and  others  of  the  nobility, 
discontented  with  the  conduct  of  King  James  III.  who  both  feared 
and  hated  them,  formed  a  combination  against  him,  held  secret  in- 
trigues with  England,  and  made  every  preparation  for  a  civil  war. 
The  Duke  of  Albany,  and  John,  Earl  of  Marr,  the  king's  brothers, 
mcensed  at  the  treatment  which  they  had  received  from  him,  entered 
warmly  into  all  their  views.  The  nobles  were  provoked  to  arms ; 
and  having  prevailed  upon  the  Duke  of  Kothesay,  the  king's  eldest 
son,  to  put  himself  at  their  head,  they  openly  avowed  their  intention 
of  dethroning  the  king.  In  this  posture  of  affairs  James  took  the 
field,  and  encountered  the  malcontents  near  Bannockbum ;  but  his 
troops  being  defeated,  and  put  to  flight,  he  was  slain,  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  broken  army,  in  the  vicinity  of  Stirling.  Previous  to  this  fatal  in- 
surrection^ he  had  held  courts  for  the  administration  of  justice  at 
Aberdeen,  where  he  was  attended  by  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  Lord  For- 
bes, and  other  great  barons,  who  seemed  greatly  attached  to  his  in- 
terest, and  had  determined  to  give  him  their  firmest  support,  f 
James  III.  is  reported  by  historians  to  have  been  a  prince  of  little 
genius,  and  to  have  devoted  his  time  to  architecture,  music,  and 
other  arts,  which  were  not  much  esteemed  in  those  feudal  times, 
when  war  was  regarded  as  the  most  honourable,  and  the  only  useful 
occupation.  It  seems,  however,  that  he  was  not  insensible  of  the 
value  of  commerce  with  foreign  countries  ;  for  he  was  the  first  sove- 
reign of  Scotland  who  sent  ambassadors  to  the  continent^  to  negociate 
affairs  of  trade  for  the  benefit  of  his  kingdom.  In  the  year  1478,  an 
embassy  was  sent  to  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  a  commercial  negociation.  Wlien  this  was  notified 
to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  the  provost  and  five  burgesses  were 
delegated,  as  commissioners,  to  repair  to  the  king,  at  Edinburgh,  in 
order  to  concert  the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted  in  this  important 

afiair. 


*  Council  Register,  vol.  vi.  p.  {)80.  69I.  t  Henry,  vol.  ix.  p.  409. 
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affair.  *  Soon  after,  George  Parkle  of  Parkle  having  been  appointed  a.d.  i488 
by  the  king  conservator  of  the  Scottish  privileges  in  the  territories  of 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  magistrates  and  merchants  of  Aberdeen, 
at  the  request  of  the  king,  granted  to  the  conservator  their  commis- 
sion, upon  6th  July,  1484,  under  the  common  seal,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose.! I"^  *^^  y^*^  1485,  the  magistrates,  council,  and  community 
granted  their  bond  to  his  Majesty  for  ten  lasts  of  salted  salmon,  to 
be  delivered  at  St.  Peter's  day,  to  the  king's  factors  in  England, 
France,  Flanders,  Holland,  or  Zealand ;  the  charge  of  this  commo- 
dity was  defrayed  by  an  assessment  on  the  inhabitants::]:  but  for 
what  purpose  the  adventure  was  intended,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
discover* 

In  the  month  of  September,  this  year,  Alexander,  Lord  Forbes,  usg. 
and  other  noble  Lords,  repaired  to  Aberdeen,  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain the  sentiments  of  the  community  in  regard  to  rescuing  the 
young  king  from  the  hands  of  those  who  had  taken  advantage  of  his 
youth,  and  betrayed  him  into  the  unnatural  rebellion  which  had 
proved  fatal  to  his  father.  In  order  to  make  a  stronger  impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  people,  they  carried  along  with  them,  upon  the 
point  of  a  spear,  the  bloody  shirt  of  the  murdered  king.  §  On  this 
occasion,  the  citizens  being  assembled  by  the  magistrates,  readily  ac- 
quiesced in  certain  resolutions  which  were  proposed  to  them  by  these 
Lords,  and  to  which  they  ordained  the  common  seal  of  the  borough 
to  be  affixed.  These  resolutions  referred  particularly  ^  to  the  bring- 
ing to  condign  punishment  the  traitors  who  had  put  to  death  their 
late  sovereign ;  to  the  reformation  of  the  government  of  the  King's 
treasury ;  and  to  the  protection  of  his  sacred  person,"  || 

I  2  Mean- 


•  Coimdl  Register,  voL  vL  p.  528.  t  Ibid,  vol  yL  p.  SOS. 

X  Coimdl  Begiflter,  vol  vi.  p.  945.  980.  %  BudumaD,  lib.  xiiL  c  4. 

n  *•  The  zii  day  of  September,  the  year  1489»  the  alderma,  ballieis,  consale,  and  Comute  ga- 
thireyty  grauntit  ande  oonsentit,  be  thar  aithes,  to  tfair  artikilis  and  condionis  und  w^in  subscvit  w^ 
iK^88  Lords  &  banma  hands ;  In  ye  first  quhur  our  so^ane  Lord  was  slane  &  nay  punnican  maid 
ffor  apone  ye  tresonabill  vile  psonis  that  putt  yar  hands  violentlie  i  his  mast  nobile  psone,  quhais 
sanle  God  assolze  to  se  for  punicon  of  thay  tresonabile  psonis  ^omittar^  of  ye  saide  slaucht.  Se- 
condly, for  ye  refozmadVne  of  ye  mysgof ance  of  our  sofane  Lords  tresour  and  disposicbne  of  his 
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A.D.  1489.  Meanwhile  an  attempt  had  been  made  by  Sir  Andrew  Wood 
of  Largo,  admiral  of  Scotland  under  the  late  king,  to  deprive  the 
community  of  a  considerable  portion  of  its  patrimonial  possessions, 
namely,  the  forest  of  Stocket,  and  the  Castlehill,  on  pretence  of  his 
having  obtained  a  right  to  them  by  a  royal  grant  from  King  James 
III.  This  claim  occasioned  a  considerable  ferment  in  the  commu- 
nity; and  the  citizens,  on  its  first  agitation,  seem  to  have  deter- 
mined to  resist  it  by  force  of  arms.  But  violent  measures  were  for- 
tunately prevented,  by  the  magistrates  bringing  the  question  before 
the  king,  and  lords  of  the  council,  who  were  at  this  time  the  supreme 
judges  in  such  matters.  These  speedily  set  Wood's  claim  to  rest,  by 
an  award,  finding,  "  that  the  alderman,  baillies,  and  community,  were 
entitled  to  enjoy  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  with  the  pertinents,  as  they 
had  formerly  done ;  in  regard  they  had  asserted  their  right,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  royal  charter  which  had  been  granted  to  them  by 
King  Robert  Bruce."  This  decree  was  confirmed  by  King  James  IV. 
on  the  20th  June,  1497,  by  a  deed,. under  the  great  seal.* 

King 


lietage  menes  and  hifi  auctote  and  croune.  And  also  for  ye  remeid  and  soute  of  our  soverane  Lords 
most  nobile  psone  &  of  our  Lords  his  broy^  and  in  likwyss  his  tresour  strintht  and  artelary^  to  be 
putt  in  souer  &  comptabDe  menyf  hands  to  y&utilite  and  pfit  of  our  sofane  Lord  &  his  successour 
be  ye  avyss  and  consal  of  the  thre  estats.  Alsua  yt  al  ransome  tane  be  ony  mafi  of  mane  of  ony  of 
ye  king's  liegs  spuale  or  tempale  be  restorit  &  givin  agans.  And  alsua  yat  his'  lawis  &  justice  be 
mistiP  throw  his  realme  to  all  his  liegs  equaly^  according  to  ye  pleasure  of  God  ymon  pfit  of  the 
realme  and  liegs;  and  grantit  thar  comone  sele  yapone."— QCowwct/  Register,  vol.  vii.  p.  137.] 

*  ^'  Jacobus  di  gracia  Rex  Scottorum  omnibus  prbbis  homibus  suis  ad  quos  pates  ttepervenint  sa- 
lutem  sciatis  nos  quodd  actum  sive  decretum  per  dominos  nri  consilii  inferius  discriptos  datum  et 
promulgatum  utiq^  intellixisse  sub  hac  forma.— -At  Edinburgh,  the  xix  day  of  Junii,  the  yere  of  God 
Jm.  iiiiC  Lxxxiiii  yeris.— The  Lordis  of  counsale  underwrittin,  that  is  to  say^  a  maist  reverend  and 
reverend  faderis  in  God,  Robert^  Archibischop  of  Glasgow;  George,  Bischopof  Dunkeldin;  nobilland 
michty  Lordis,  Archibald,  Erie  of  Angus,  &c.  Chancellare  of  Scotland ;  Archibald,  Erie  of  Ergile  ; 
Williame,  Erie  Mlkrhell;  John,  Lord  Glamys;  Andro,  Lord  Gray;  Williame,  Lord  Borthuick; 
Laurence,  Lord  Oliphant ;  Robert,  Lord  Lile ;  Johnne,  Lord  Drumond ;  William,  Lord  of  Sanct 
Johnnis;  venerable  faderis  in  God,  George,  Abbot  of  Dunfermling;  Robert,  Abbot  of  Kelso; 
George,  Abbot.of  Paslay ;  Maister  Richard  Murehede,  Dene  of  Glasgw,  and  Secret^  to  or  soverane 
Lord ;  Master  Johmie  Fresale,  Dene  of  Lestalrig,  and  Clerk  of  the  Register ;  Sir  Duncane  Forest 
of  Skipincb,  knight,  Coptrollare  to  oure  soverane  Lord ;  Johnne  of  Ogilvy,  son  and  appearand  air 
to  James,  Lord  Ogilvy,  of  Arly ;  Sir  James  AUerdes,  provost  of  our  Lady  kirk  of  the  heuch ;  and 
Maister  Richard  Lausonn :  Anent  ye  terme  assignit  be  a  bill,  to  the  alderman,  balieis,  and  comite 
of  Aberdene,  to  produce  and  scheW  sic  richt  as  yai  wald  use  anent  ye  clame  of  the  forest  of  Stokket,  ye 
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King  James  IV.  on  frequent  occasions  visited  the  town,  and  ex-  a.d.  1492. 
perienced  the  liberality  of  the  community,  according  to  its  ability. 
On  his  first  visit,  about  this  time,  he  was  presented  with  a  propine  in 
wine,  wax,  and  spiceries,  to  the  value  of  thirty  crowns,  equal  to  L.4 
16s.  Scots  ;  but  such  was  the  low  state  of  the  treasury  funds,  that  the 
magistrates  were  obliged  to  borrow  the  money  from  two  of  the  citi- 
zens. On  the  first  negociation  of  James'  marriage,  a  present  was 
made  to  him  of  L.20  *  in  money ;  and  when  he  visited  the  town  this  > 
year,  attended  by  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and  other  noble  Lords,  he 
was  presented  with  a  propine  in  Malmsey  wine,  wax,  and  sweet- 
meats, f  In  the  course  of  his  pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  St.  Du-  1497. 
thac,:^  in  Ross-shire,  during  the  Christmas  festival,  he  made  another 
visit  to  the  town.  On  this  occasion  he  was  attended  by  his  nobles : 
and  the  citizens,  being  ambitious  to  display  their  loyalty,  made  con- 
siderable preparations  for  the  reception  of  the  royal  party.  The 
propine  presented  to    his  Majesty  consisted  of  wine,  wax,  and 

spiceries. 


Qistellhil)^  and  divers  uyia  places  clamyt,  to  pertene  to  our  soverane  Lord^  oure  soverane  Lordis  Ad< 
▼ocate,  and  Andro  Wood,  comperand  for  yare  interesse,  and  ye  parte  of  our  soverane  Lord;  Alex. 
Rede,  aldman  of  Aberdene,  and  ye  procuratour  of  ye  said  tounn,  beand  pnt  The  charter  and  in- 
feftment  mud  to  ye  said  tounn  be  King  Robert  de  Broiss,  of  maist  nobill  mynd,  at  lenth  sene,  hard, 
and  understandin.  The  Lordes  of  j>nsale  y¥dth  ripely  avisit,  decretis  and  deliveris  yat  for  ocht  yat 
yai  have  zit  sene  the  said  alderman,  baiUies,  and  oofite  sail  broik  and  joiss  ye  said  burgh  of  Aber- 
dene,  with  ye  pertinent^  as  yai  brokit  of  before,  becaus  yai  clamyt  the  said  bounds  and  placis  be 
vertew  of  ye  said  charter,  ay  and  quhiU  thai  be  laucfafuUy  put  yfra,  and  but  pjudice  of  our  sove- 
rane Lord's  richt.— -Extract  de  libro  aetonon  per  me  Johanne  Frcsale  decanu  de  Lestalrig  clericum 
Rotulorum  1  re^  ac  consilii  supremi  dni  nri  regis,  sub  meis  signo  et  subscriptione  manualibus. 
Quodquid  actum  sive  decretd  ac  omia  et  singula  eodem  ^tenta  in  omibus  suis  punctis  et  articulis  ap- 
probamus  Ratificamus  et  pro  nobis  et  sucoessob'  nris  ut  ^missum  est  ^firmamus.  Datum  sub  testis 
monio  magni  sigilli  nri  Apud  Edinburgh,  vicesimo  die  Mef s  Junii,  anno  dni  ftiillesimo  quadringe^ 
tesimo  nonagesimo  quarto,  et  regni  nri  septimo." 

*  Bqualto  L.8  lis.  6d.  sterling. 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  vii.  p.  472.  492.  722. 

t  ^^  James,  as  an  expiation  for  the  offences  which  he  had  committed  against  his  unfortunate 
father,  wore  an  iron  chain  aroimd  his  body,  and  made  frequent  pilgrimages  to  the  shrines  of  fa- 
vourite Saints  in  his  own  kingdom ;  and  had  it  .in  contemplation  to  visit  the  Holy  Land.  In  the 
year  1507,  SOth  August,  he  rode  from  Stirling  to  Elgin,  by  the  way  of  Perth  and  Aberdeen,  being 
about  187  miles ;  and  on  the  subsequent  day,  which  was  lie  festival  of  the  Saint,  he  rode  to  St. 
Duthac,  being  about  50  miles  more,  and  arrived  in  time  to  attend  the  celebration  of  the  mass,  and 
receive  the  sacrament. — {Xeslie,  p.  345. — Dr.  Henry,  vol.  11.  p.  409-] 
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A.D.  i4$7.  spiceries,  besides  L.S2*  in  money.  Donations  were,  at  the  same 
time,  made  to  his  attendants,  to  a  considerable  amount,  f  the  whole 
expence  being  defrayed  by  the  fines  which  had  been  obtained  on  the 
renewal  of  the  leases  of  the  salmon  fishings^  of  the  river  Don.§  The 
king  remained  here  for  some  time ;  and  it  is  probable  that,  during 
his  stay,  he  had  made  some  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of 
the  university  at  Old  Aberdeen,  for  which  he  had  obtained  a  Bull 
from  Pope  Alexander,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1494. 

About  this  period  there  appears  to  have  been  a  considerable  com- 
motion  in  the  town,  arising  from  the  rumour  of  an  invasion  by  the 
English,  which  was  threatened  in  consequence  of  the  dispute  between 
King  James  and  Henry  VII.  of  England,  regarding  the  protection 
and  assistance  which  the  former  had  afforded  to  the  famous  Perkin 
Warbeck,  who,  calling  himself  the  Duke  of  York,  ||  had  made  preten- 
sions to  the  crown  of  England.  That  the  citizens  might  be  duly 
prepared  to  repel  their  enemy,  all  fit  to  bear  arms  were  ordered  to 
assemble,  on  the  18th  of  July,  at  the  Cunninghairhills,  every  burgess 
armed,  according  to  his  degree :  and,  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  a 
blockhouse  was  constructed  at  the  sand-ness ;  and  a  breast  work,  with 
a  ditch,  was  formed  thence  to  the  north  haven,  or  the  mouth  of  Don. 

On 


*  Equal  to  L.IS  140.  5^d. 

t  InSpioerie« L.1  16  0  Lord  Gordon^  one  gallon  of 

Wine 8  18  0  Claret L.0    4    0 

Three  stones  of  Wax 8  14  0  Hb  Majesty,  one  ton  of  Wine 

Pipeof  WinetotheEarlofHiuttly  5    0  0  twenty-four  boysU  of  seorAeate 

The  Organ  Man 8    0  0  one  doi.  of  pairs  of  torches 

Lord  Oliphan^  one  half  gallon  ■  i  ■      i-  ■■!    i    foulr  stones  of  Wax. 

ofClaret 0    8  0 

*  i  Council  Roister,  vol  vii.  p.  859.  846.  • 

§  At  this  period^  it  had  been  the  practice  to  let  the  salmon  fishings  and  lands,  belonging  to  the 
town^  on  short  leases,  for  three,  five,  or  seven  years,  in  consideration  of  fines ;  but  on  this  occasion 
a  lease  had  been  granted,  for  nineteen  years,  to  a  sahnon  fishing  on  the  river  Don.  It  was  called  in 
question  by  certain  burgesses,  in  a  dedaratoxy  action  before  the  Lords  of  Conndl,  and  set  aside  by 
their  decree;  the  town's  conunon  seal  being  ordered  to  be  taken  fiom  it,  and  destroyed-^Cbuiictf 
Segisier,  voi.  vii  p.  859.] 

II  The  town  had  contributed,  by  order  of  the  king,  hi  1496,  L.30  for  the  support  and  the  cloth* 
ing  of  eight  men  of  Warbeck's  regiment ;  and  L.1 00,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  sent  against  King 
Richard.— £C(witci/  Register,  vol.  viL  p.  745.  758.3 
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On  this  occasion  ^*  carriages  oftvar^  guns^  and  ariillery^^  were  also  pro«  A.D.  1497- 
ylded;  and  a  detachment  of  the  citizens  was  daily  appointed^  to 
guard  these  works,  for  thirty-three  successive  nights.*    But  a  nego- 
ciation  for  peace  betwixt  the  two  kingdoms  having  taken  place,  these 
preparations  and  works  of  defence  were  rendered  unnecessary^ 

The  preliminaries  of  the  marriage  of  King  James  IV.  with  the  1503. 
Princess  Margaret,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry  VII.  of  England,  being 
now  completed,  great  preparations  were  made  for  the  celebration  of 
the  nuptials  in  Scotland.  The  royal  boroughs  had  been  assessed  for 
1000  merks  and  100  crowns,  as  their  proportion  of  the  expence  of  the 
ambassadors,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  court  of  England  to  nego- 
date  the  treaty  of  marriage ;  of  whidi  sums  one  tenth  part  was  ap« 
portioned  on  Aberdeen,  f  In  order  to  contribute  to  the  splendour  and 
to  the  festivities  at  the  solemnization  of  the  marriage  in  Scotland,  the 
provost  and  a  certain  number  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  were 
delegated  to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  where  they  were  attended  by  the 
minstrels  of  Aberdeen,  bearing  the  city  coat  of  arms,  displayed  in 
silver.  On  this  important  mission,  the  minstrels  were  allowed  ten 
pounds,  which  were  paid  by  the  dean  of  guild,  to  defray  their 
charges.  J  On  the  21st  of  February,  this  year,  the  queen  was  delivered  150G. 
of  a  son,  which  gave  universal  joy  to  the  whole  kingdom.  Intel- 
ligence of  this  event  being  brought  to  the  town,  there  was  much  re- 
joicing among  the  inhabitants :  and  the  magistrates  and  the  respec- 
table citizens  manifested  their  joy  by  libations  of  wine  at  the  cross, 
and  by  breaking  the  glasses,  as  was  customary  on  such  occasions.  § 

In  the  month  of  May,  this  year,  the  queen  made  her  first  visit  to  1511. 
the  town ;  and  her  reception  appears  to  have  been  attended  with  a 
good  deal  of  pompous  and  expensive  pageantry,  displayed  by  the  in- 
habitants. On  her  Majesty's  arrival,  a  purse  of  L.200  in  money  was 
presented  to  her  by  the  magistrates,  in  name  of  the  community ; 
and,  while  she  remained  in  the  town,  the  streets  were  daily  decorated 
with  arras  work  and  tapestry.    However  trifling  this  donation  might 

now 


•  CouncU  Register,  voL  vii.  p.  741.  814.  t  Ibid,  vol  vii.  p.  1121. 

t  Council  Begister,  voL  viii.  p.  2S9.  241.  412.  $  Ibid.  vol.  viii.  p.  667' 
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A.D.  1511.  now  appear  to  be,  it  was  not  raised  without  considerable  difficulty. 
The  magistrates  adopted  the  expedient  usually  resorted  to  in  such 
cases,  of  granting  leases  in  reversion  of  certain  lands  and  salmon  fish- 
ings belonging  to  the  community,  for  payment  of  grassums,  or  fines, 
which  enabled  them  to  provide  for  the  donation  to  the  queen,  and  the 
expence  of  the  preparations  which  had  been  made  at  this  time  for 
her  reception.  *  King  James  himself  visited  the  town  on  repeated 
occasions,  and  was  presented  with  the  customary  propines  of  wine, 
wax,  spiceries,  and  sweet-meats,  f 

1513.  About  this  time,  the  unfortunate  expedition  against  England 
being  undertaken  by  King  James,  Aberdeen  furnished  twenty  spear- 
men and  six  horses  to  the  army,  at  the  expence  of  L.200,  raised  by 
assessment  upon  the  inhabitants. :]:  The  disastrous  result  of  this  en« 
terprise,  in  the  fatal  field  of  Flodden,  so  well  known,  was  long  re- 
membered in  Scotland ;  and  Aberdeen  participated  in  the  general 
calamity  of  that  unpropitious  day.  In  this  rash  and  fatal  battle  King 
James  terminated  his  reign,  having  fallen,  with  many  of  his  nobles 
and  barons. 

1525.  A  tumult  at  this  time  occurred  in  the  town,  which  strongly  cha- 
racterised the  relaxed  state  of  the  government  of  the  kingdom. 
Alexander  Seton  of  Meldrum,  John  Leslie  of  Wardhouse,  and  Wil- 
liam Leslie  of  Balquhain,  three  potent  barons  of  the  Garioch,  impa- 
tient of  revenge  for  a  supposed  injury  done  to  them,  or  to  some  of 
their  friends,  by  the  citizens,  entered  the  town  on  Sunday  the  first 
of  October,  undpr  silence  of  night,  along  with  their  confederates,  to 
the  number  of  four  score  men,  armed  with  spears,  and  other  warlike 
instruments.  They  wreaked  their  fury  on  the  inhabitants,  who  flew 
'  to  arms.    A  bloody  conflict  ensued,  and  the  invaders  were  repulsed, 

by 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  viiL  p.  1182. 

t  In  1505  he  was  in  the  town^  and  received  a  propine  of  six  pairs  oC  torches^  one  dozen  of 
prikats,  thirty-six  syfs  of  wax,  twelve  pounds  of  scorcheats,  and  as  much  wine  as  the  master  of  tho 
cellar  inclined.  In  1507  and  1509  he  received  similar  presents.— -QCounci/  Register,  voL  viii.  p* 
508.  814.  1001.3 

t  Council  Register^  vol  ix.  p.  255«*equal  to  about  L.85  14fS.  4d.  sterling  money. 
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by  the  bravery  of  the  citizens,  and  driven  out  of  the  town ;  but  this  a.d.  1525. 
was  not  accomplished  without  considerable  slaughter  on  both  sides. 
In  the  course  of  this  fray,  eighty  of  the  inhabitants  were  feither  kil- 
led or  wounded,  among  whom  were  several  of  the  magistrates.  The 
assailants  having  retreated  homeward,  the  town  was  immediately  put 
in  a  posture  of  defence :  artillery  was  prepared,  and  the  citizens, 
being  completely  armed,  were  determined  to  resist  these  turbulent 
and  hostile  barons,  and  their  confederates,  if  they  should  attempt  to 
make  another  attack.  It  appears  on  record,  that  this  invasion  was 
undertaken  at  the  instigation  of  John  Collison,  who  had  formerly 
held  the  office  of  chief  magistrate ;  and  that  some  of  the  people  of 
the  town,  probably  influenced  by  him,  had  taken  an  active  concern 
with  the  aggressors.*  This  affair  became  the  subject  of  a  formal 
complaint  to  the  king,  and  the  lords  of  the  council ;  but  no  redress  ap- 
pears to  have  been  given.  Some  time  afterwards  it  was  terminated 
by  an  arbitration  of  certain  bishops  and  noble  lords,  who  had  been 
mutually  chosen  as  umpires,  f  What  their  award  was,  or  whether 
the  citizens  or  the  assailants  were  most  culpable  in  this  tumultu- 
ous and  disastrous  commotion,  cannot  now  be  known. 

In  the  end  of  this  year,  King  James  V.  having  notified  his  inten-  1527. 
tion  of  visiting  the  town,  at  the  time  of  the  Justice  Eyre,  great  prepa- 
rations were  made  for  his  reception.  He  was  received  by  the  magis- 
trates with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and  marks  of  attention ;  and,  as  a 
mean  of  propitiation  for  his  favour,  a  present  was  made  to  him  of  wine, 
wax,  and  spiceries.  On  this  occasion  it  seemed  that  the  citizens  had 
gained  his  confidence ;  for  he  was  graciously  pleased  to  grant  to  the  ma- 
gistrates and  community  an  ample  remission  of  all  past  crimes  and  of- 
fences, in  the  form  of  a  deed,  under  the  great  seaL^    Not  long  after 

K  those 


*  Caimdl  R^gister^  voL  zi  p.  627. 

.  t  The  umpires  were>--Robert^   Bishop  of  Moray;  James^  Bishop  of  Boss;  James^  Earl  of 
Moray;  William^  Earl  o£  Montxoae.^^Archives  of  the  town.'} 

i  **  Jacobus  dei  gracia  Rex  Scottorum^  omnibus  probis  hominibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes  ire  per- 
uenerint  salutem  sciatis  quia  cum  auisamento  et  consensu  nri  thesaurarii  et  dnonun  Compositorum 
Remissimus  Pteposito,  baUiuis  oomitati  burgensibus  le  scot  et  lot  soluentibus  et  eorum  seruitoribus 
ACtuaUter  remaiientibus  infhi  burgum  una  de  Aberdcnc  et  inbabitantibus  intra  terras  et  limites  slue 
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A.D.  1529.  tliose  occurrences  which  have  been  now  related,  Seton  of  Meldrum, 
the  leader  of  the  commotion,  was  killed  by  the  master  of  Forbes,  in 

tlie 


mardiias  burgales  eiuBdon  in  genera  et  in  ipecie  Latoribfos  pndiim  Ranoorem  animi  Si^  sectam  ra- 
giam  &  omne  actione  quern  et  quaa  eiga  Ipos  concepimus  habemus  sen  quouismpdo  in  futurum  ha- 
bere poterimus  pro  eorum  proditoriis  remanenda  mora  et  absenda  ab  exerdtibas  nris  de  Sulway  & 
Weri(  ac  altis  nris  exerdtiboB  quibuscunque  nraa  contra  prodamationes  et  mandala  desuper  direct. 
Et  pro  onmibui  actume  et  crimine  que  eis  aut  eomm  alicui  qnouismodo  isnputari  potcriot  Necnon 
pro  omnibttf  aliis  actionibus  transgseasiooibas  cnmimbus  et  offends  qiiibu8cun%  per  dictas  personaa 
aut  earum  aliquam  aliquibus  temporibua  retroactis  usq^  in  diem  date  pncium  comissia  seu  quomodolij 
perpetratis  proditoria  traditione  in  iira  persona  r<^;ta  Incendio  murd&uro  nraliemm  raptu  comi 
furto  fiibricatione  finctione  et  importatioiie  false  monete  in  ngnii  txMtrum  di^KNdtione  dttsdem  per 
importatores  ac  homicidiia  per  diotas  personas  aat  earum  aliquam  post  primu  diem  mends  Janoarii^ 
1526^  perpetratis  tantumodo  exceptis  dumodo  partibus  conquerentibus  et  dampna  passis  taliter  satis- 
fadant  q^  nullam  super  hoc  deceteroiustam  querimoniamaudiamus  Et  supradictos  prepoitum  balliaos 
oomitatem  burgenses  et  eorum  servitofes  actualiter  infta  dictum  borgimi  fim  de  Abordene  reman- 
etes  et  inbabitantea  intra  terras  et  Umites  dusdem  suprascripP  in  geneie  et  in  spede  sob  iirma  pace 
et  proteotione  iira  iuste  suscipien  firmiter  inhibemus  ne  quis  ds  aut  eorum  alicui  occasione  dicP  pro. 
ditoriaru  remanencie  more  et  absencie  aut  aliarum  actionu  transgresdonu  criminu  et  offensarum 
quar&cunq^  predict  malum  molestiam  inittriam  sen  grauamen  aUq«od  inlerre  presumat  Iniuate  super 
nram  plenariam  foris&cturam  aut  mortem  eis  aut  eorum  aUcai  inferat  sub  pena  amissionis  vite  et 
mebrorum.  In  cuius  rd  testimoniu  has  Itas  nras  remisdonis  pro  toto  tempore  vite  pre&P  prepoiti 
ballittorum  oomitatis  burgennum  &  eorum  servitomm  ac  inhabttandu  terras  et  Umites  bfrgi  nri 
antedicP  et  cuiuslibet  Iporum  duraturaa  sub  nro  magno  sigillo  dbi  fieri  fedmus  patentes  Apud 
Abirdene^  septimo  die  mensis  Februarii,  anno  1527^  et  regni  nri  dedmo  quinto."— £ilrcAtvef  of 
ike  borough.'} 

In  September^  1529,  the  king  was  also  pleased  to  grant  his  royal  permission  to  the  magistrates 
and  council,  to  fortify  the  town  wkh  walls,  and  other  works  of  defence,  bj  the  Mlowiog  lioenoe:-— 


<'  James,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scottis,  To  all  and  sundry  oure  Justices,  diaifilains, 
Si^reflis,  Stewaitis,  Justice  Clerkis,  Crowneris,  and  yai^  Deputis,  And  all  u^ris  oiira  ofidaris  jj^t  & 
to  cum,  lieges  and  subditb  quham  it  effcris,  qnhda  ktrnwitge  thir  our  bes  aal  cum  gietii^  Wit  ye 
us  to  have  gevin  and  grantit,  and  be  thir  ouie  fares  gevis  and  grantis,  to  ye  pitivest,  ballis,  counsale, 
and  comunite  of  our  burgh  of  Abirdene,  and  yair  successouris,  full  power,  ftedome,  fiiculte,  and 
special  licence,  to  big,  joiss,  brouk,  have,  and  bald  wallis,  of  stane  and  lyrae,  or  uyirwayis,  as  yai 
sail  think  maist  expedient,  with  fortalicez,  strengttiis,  foussis,  and  munidonis  about  ye  sdd  burgh 
and  boundis  yairof,  as  yd  sail  think  maist  expedient,  perpetualie  in  tyme  cuing,  but  ony  impedi- 
ment,  molestationn,  or  truble  to  be  mdd  to  yame  yairon  be  us  or  oure  sucoessourb  be  cmy  maner  of 
wuy  in  tyme  to  cum  Notwithstanding  ony  lawis,  actis,  or  statutis  mdd,  or  to  be  mdd,  in  the  con- 
trar  anent  ye  quhilkis  we  dispenss  with  ye  sdd  provest,  bailies,  counsale,  and  coinite,  and  ydr  sue* 
cessotuis,  for  evir,  Dischargeing  you  all  and  sundry  oure  Justices,  Chamlains,  SfrefBs,  Stewartis, 
Bailies,  Justice  Clstkis,  &  u^is,  oure  officiaria  pot  and  to  com,  and  your  Deputis,  and  all  uyis  oure 
lieges  and  subditis  foesdds,  of  all  aocusationn,  trabling,  and  intromettiiif  with  the  saidis  proiea^ 
balliet,  counsale,  and  cofiite,  yair  landii  <Nr  gudis  yairibre>  and  of  your  ofieaa  in  yatpaztbe  dmroure 
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the  house  of  Gilbert  Menzies,  the  provost*  of  the  town ;  and  the  a.d.  ij^ij>. 
master  of  Forbes,  who  is  reported  to  have  been  a  factious  subject,  was 
convicted  by  a  jury,  before  the  justiciary  court,  for  conspiring  against 
the  life  of  his  sovereign,  and  sv^ered  on  the  scaffold,  f 

About  this  time  anolher  commotion  occurred,  similar  in  its  cir-  1530. 
cumstances  to  what  we  have  had  occasion  to  relate ;  but,  though 
equally  daring  and  oppressive,  was  attended  with  less  fatal  conse- 
quences to  the  citizens.  Lord  Forbes,  the  chief  of  that  name,  whose 
principal  residence  was  at  Castle  Forbes,  had  long  been  attached  to 
the  community  by  ties  of  the  strictest  alliance.  He  had  been  in  the 
use  of  receiving  from  the  magistrates  an  annual  present  of  a  ton  of 
wine,  for  preserving  frona  depredation  the  salmon  fishings  of  the 
rivers  Dee  and  Don;  For  some  years  the  present  of  wine  had  been 
withheld  from  him,  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  between  his  sons  and 
some  of  the  citizens,  which  had  occasioned  both  parties  to  resort  to 
the  expedient  of  lawborrows.J  This  expedient,  however,  did  not 
long  preserve  the  peace  ;  for  his  Lordship  thought  proper  to  address 
the  magistrates  by  a  letter,  in  which  he  demanded  his  wine,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  claimed  a  right  to  a  half  net's  salmon  fishing  of  the 
river  Don.  §    The  refusal  of  the  magistrates  to  comply  with  these 

K  2  demands 


ires  far  evin  Gevin  under  oure  prive  sele^  at  Edinburgh^  ye  thrid  day  of  Septeber^  the  yeir  of  God 
ane  tboiuand  five  hundreth  twenty  nyne  yeris^  and  of  oure  reyne  ye  xvi  yeir/' 

''  Per  ngnaturam  manii,  S.  D.  N. 
^'  Regis  subscriptam." 

*  amidi  Befpeta  of  Birtfii  and  Buiiaky  roL  iL  f  Buchanan^  b.  £▼.  cap.  53* 

t  The  le^  security  which  one  man  is  obliged  to  give>  that  he  will  not  do  an  injury  to  another 
in  his  person  or  property.  Lawborrows  are  obtained  by  a  writ  from  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary, 
or  Court  of  Session ;  they  may  also  be  obtained  on  an  application  to  the  Judge  Ordinary. 

§  «  The  answer  to  my  Lord  Forbes  creddece  and  writing,  20th  May,  1550  :— 

*'  My  Lord,  we  oomend  us  to  your  Lp  w^  all  hartlie  f  vice  quhom  pleis  wit  we  have  sene  ane 
writin  send  be  your  Lp  to  ourf  vest,  to  be  schawin  to  us,  w^  certane  creddence  be  your  Lp  fsvand 
iKobert  Lumisdaill,  qlk  wzitins  and  credence  we  have  cosiderit  and  avisit  w^.     And  to  ye  first,  quhar 

your  Lp  desirs  punlt  of  ane  tun  of  wyne it  is  we  pmest  your  Lp  ye  said  tunn  of  wyne  for  aj^ 

causs  yane  your  Lp  credens  bers,  pleis  your  Lp  gif  us  your  band,  und  your  Lp  seill  and  subscript 
tionn,  to  eauss  ye  blaik  fische  be  keipit  in  undew  tyme,  and  to  puneisye  slaars  y^of  be  justice  be  our 
isoverane  Lordis  autie  qlk  your  Lp  hes  and  sail  have  again,  gif  neid  beis ;  and,  as  was  promest,  your 
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A.D.  1530.  demands  kindled  a  resentment  between  them^  which  led  to  an  open 
rupture.  Hostilities,  on  the  part  of  the  indignant  baron,  were  now 
expected ;  and  the  citizens  adopted  the  necessary  measures  of  de- 
fence. Meanwhile  his  adherents,  John  Forbes  of  Pitsligo,  Arthur 
Forbes  of  Brux,  and  a  great  number  of  their  confederates,  invaded 
the  town  on  the  SOth  of  July,  this  year.  The  citizens  flew  to  arms, 
and  a  desperate  conflict  ensued  between  them.  The  assailants,  after 
some  bloodshed,  being  overpowered,  were  forced  to  seek  refuge  in 
the  Grey  Friars  place,  where  they  were,  for  some  time,  closely  be- 
sieged ;  but,  being  completely  vanquished,  they  were  afterwards  al- 
lowed to  depart.  In  this  broil,  one  of  the  Forbeses  and  several  of 
the  citizens  were  killed,  and  many  on  both  sides  were  severely 
wounded.  Mutual  lawborrows  were  now  resorted  to ;  and  the  citi- 
zens. Lord  Forbes,  and  his  confederates,  were  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace,  under  very  heavy  penalties.  This,  however,  did  not  wholly 
terminate  those  barbarous  disturbances  :  the  parties  mutually  recri- 
minated :  the  magistrates  complained  to  the  king  and  the  lords  of  the 
council ;  and  the  Forbeses  brought  a  criminal  action  before  the  jus- 
ticiary court,  against  the  citizens.  On  the  17th  of  August  subse- 
quent, the  provost,  four  of  his  sons,  and  nineteen  of  the  citizens,  were 
arraigned,  in  the  high  court  of  justiciary,  at  Linlithgow,  on  an  in- 
dictment ^^  at  the  instance  of  Alexander,  son  and  heir  of  the  laird 

of 


Lp  sail  have  our  band,  qlk  is  liand  in  o^  clerk's  hands^  to  ye  t3ane  your  Lp  band  cum  to  yis  effect,, 
as  was  comond.  That  beand  done,  your  Lp  sail  have  o^  said  band,  and  thakfull  pamet  yeirlie;,  sa 
lang  as  your  Lp  keipis  us  your  band  to  that  effect  My  Lord,  quhar  your  Lp  desirs  yis  wjne  for 
ane  titill  ye  have  to  ane  half  nets  fisching  of  Done,  my  Lord,  in  guid  fait  we  kene  no^  yat  ev^  your 
Lp  had  ony  titill  or  ryt  y^to,  and  as  for  us,  we  ar  o^  small  men  to  hald  ony  thing  fra  your  Lp  ye 
have  ryt  to ;  and  for  us,  we  will  nev^  gif  your  Lp  ony  thing  for  ony  tytill  tor  rjrt  your  Lp  hes  to  ony 
watt^  amang  us.  And  quhar  your  Lp  desirs  us  to  be  kind  to  your  Lp,  as  ye  have  been  to  us  in 
tymiss  bigane,  my  Lord,  we  thank  your  Lp  of  kyndness  begane,  and  prayis  your  Lp  to  pseve^  in 
t3rme  cuing,  for  we  sail  ever  dessve  ye  samy  At  your  Lp  be  Goddis  graoe,  qujiom  have  your  Lp  in 
keiping,  at  your  maist  nobil  harts  desire.  Gf  Abird,  ye  zz  day  of  May"— £Coimctf  Register,  voL 
xii.  817.] 

In  the  year  1521,  John,  Lord  Forbes,  first  commenced  offensive  operations  against  the  town  and 
community,  by  using  every  ezpedient  to  interrupt  and  desth>y  the  salmon  fishings  of  the  rivers  Dea 
and  Don.  He,  on  one  occasion,  invaded  tlie  town  with  his  confederates ;  and  the  provost  was 
obliged^  for  his  defence,  to  have  recourse  to  fortifying  his  house  with  art]llei7.-^Ctwftct2  RegiUert 
vol.  z.  p.  335.2 
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of  Brux,  for  convocating  the  king's  lieges,  to  the  number  of  five  hun-  a,d.  1530. 
dred ;  for  driving  him  to  the  Friar's  place,  when  he  happened  to  be 
in  the  town,  with  only /re  persons ;  for  confining  them  there  twenty- 
four  hours ;  for  being  art  and  part  in  slaying  his  servant,  wounding 
some  of  his  friends,  and  for  robbery  of  his  horses."  This  crimina- 
tion was  neither  correct,  nor,  indeed,  very  consistent  with  the  fact ; 
and  accordingly  the  result  of  the  trial  which  ensued  was  favourable 
for  the  provost  and  his  friends,  the  jury  having  returned  a  verdict  of 
acquittal.*  The  spirit  of  revenge,  however,  was  still  predominant  in 
these  fierce  barons.  Indignant  at  their  former  defeat,  and  impatient 
of  the  issue  of  the  present  trial,  they  were  incited  more  and  more  to 
seek  an  opportunity  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  the  citizens,  as 
well  as  upon  Alexander  Eraser  of  Fhilorth,  who,  it  appears,  had  af- 
forded them  his  assistance.  It,  therefore,  became  necessary  to  put 
the  town  in  a  proper  posture  of  defence,  by  planting  artillery  at  the 
ports,  and  arming  the  citizens.    At  the  same  time,  the  magistrates 

having 


*  *'  Sobertufl  bartonne  de  ouir  bartonne  justiciaiius  ac  thesaurarius  Supmi  Dfii  nostri  reg^  uni?* 
•18  et  smgulis  ad  quoril  nodciaa  pntes  )re  pvenerint  aalutem  noverit^  <^  comparafi  cora  nobis  in  curia 
justidarie  supmi  Dno  nostri  reg^  ient  et  inchoat  apud  burgum  de  Linlithgw  die  mcurie  dedmo  sep* 
timo  die  mSi^  August!^  anno  Dm  m'  quigentesimo  trigesimo  Gilbertus  Mezies^  ppositus  de  Aber«- 
dcne,  Thomas  Mezies,  Alexander  Mezies,  Andreas  Mezies,  David  Mezies,  filii  dicti  Gilberti  Me- 
ticB,  Georgiiis  LesHe,  Johannes  Cuninghame,  Alex-  Birss,  Alex*  Nicholsonn,  Johannes  Wod,  David 
Haiot,  junior,  Alexander  Mezies,  firat^  dicti  Gilberti  MSzies,  Wilhehnus  Walcar,  Johannes  Andsonn, 
Jacobus  Andsonn,  filius  David  Andsonn,  Alex*  Andsonn,  frat^  dicti  David^  Andsonn,  Georgius 
Bissat,  Robertus  Edindiaucht,  Johannes  Webstar,  alias  Jamesonn,  Johannes  Crystisonn,  Thomas 
Huntar,  David  Andsonn,  W^  Kemp,  et  Alex*  Bissat,  indictoti  et  p  rotulos  regis  calumpniati  de 
arte  et  pte  covocationis  Ugioru  supmi  Dfii  nostri  r^^  ad  numeru  quingentaru  psonarQ  ex  p  cogita- 
ta  felonia  veniefi  sup  Alex*  Forbes,  filium  et  heredem  apparentem  Dni  de  Brux  die  Sabbati  pc- 
nultimo  die  mcf  s  Julii  ult  elapDi  in  villam  de  Aberdene  ubi  dictus  Alex*  Forbes  sol^  cu  quiq^  psonis 
cxistabat  et  eum  fiigando  ad  locum  fiat?  Et  ibidem  ipm  p  spatia  xxiiii  horani  obsidiando  Item  de 
arte  et  parte  crudelis  inffectionis  quondam  WiHfmi  Mury  fvitor  dicti  Alexandri  Item  de  arte  et  parte 
demembratianis  Wilfani  Forbes  sui  brachii  Item  de  arte  et  parte  demebrationis  et  mutilationis  dicti 
Alexandri  Forbes  sui  digiti  Item  de  arte  et  parte  demebrationis  et  mutilationis  Wittmi  Forbes  suo- 
ra  duoru  digitora  tempore  sup  ex  pcogitata  felonia  comisi  Item  de  arte  et  parte  rapine  equortt 
dicti  Alexandri  Forbes  Eodem  tempe  quasqtiid  calumpnias  pfate  psone  m  facie  judicii  omnino  de- 
negarunt  et  p  codignam  assisam  quieti  facti  fuerunt  p  nitus  et  iinunes  Et  hoc  oibus  quoru  iiiPest 
nota  team''  p  pntes.  In  cujus  rei  testemoniu  sigiUum  officii  justiciarii  supmi  Dni  nostri  regis 
pntibus  est  appensum  ano  mefe  die  et  loco  sup  diet*.* 

Counca  Register,  vol.  xii.  p.  299.  801.  8I7.  858.  875.  877.  vol.  xiii.  p.  46.  57.  60,  61. 
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A.D.  153a  having  applied  to  the  lords  of  the  Council  for  legal  protection,  lav* 
borrows  were  Issued  against  Lord  Forbes^  and  his  kinsmen.  On  the 
12th  of  December,  his  Lordship  put  in,  to  the  lords  of  the  council,  at 
Perth,  his  bond,  by  which  he  became  bounds  for  himself  and  his  sons, 
that  the  magistrates,  the  citizens,  and  Fhilorth,  should  be  kept 
harmless  at  their  hands,  under  the  penalty  of  L.5000,  to  be  forfeited 
and  paid  to  the  king.  After  this,  tranquillity  between  the  citizens 
and  the  Forbeses  appears  to  have  been  established.  Some  years 
afterwards.  Lord  Forbes  and  the  community  came  to  a  more  friendly 
understanding,  being  mutually  disposed  to  restore  the  relations  o£ 
peace  and  amity,  which  had  formerly  subsisted  between  them.  The 
magistrates  and  town  council*  agreed  to  allow  him  the  usual  present 
of  wine,  on  condition  of  his  preserving  the  salmon  in  the  rivers  from 
depredation,  either  with  nets,  cobles,  or  spears,  in  ^  raid  time.''f  His 
son,  John,  Lord  Forbes,  on  his  erecting  a  lodging  in  the  town,  was 
furnished  with  wood,  to  the  value  of  100  merks,  by  an  order  of  the 
council,  as  a  small  recompense  for  the  like  good  offices ;  and  after- 
wards he  received  a  present  of  L.100,  J  on  the  same  account. 

1537.  King  James  himself  had  often  experienced  the  exorbitant  power 
of  the  nobles ;  and»  in  imitation  of  his  royal  predecessors,  he  at- 
tempted to  humble  them  by  every  means  in  his  power.  The  re- 
peated checks  which  the  citizens  had  given  to  these  fiictious  and 
txu-bulent  barons  were  by  no  means  displeasing  to  the  king;  for, 
on  the  80th  oi  September,  this  year,  he  addressed  the  magis- 
trates, from  Old  Aberdeen,  by  a  letter,  §  under  his  own  signature, 

in 


*  20th  Pecember^  1547.  +  Thc^  time  of  spawning.  %  Equal  to  L.31  5$.  sterliiig. 

''  Treat  freindis  we  greyt  Zow  hartly  w^Il,  for  samekil  as  we  baf  gart  opf  in  to  Zou 
zisF^day  yat  we  wald  our  buj^ht  of  Aberdene  was  in  quyete  &  res^  but  opjiressionn  or  mimrdoiir> 
and  ye  oomound  gud  werteoudy  spedit^  and  now  is  ye  tyme  of  cheaing  of  Zour  officiazfl;^  quhaifor  it 
is  our  wyll  ye  joySs  &  bruk  sidik  pvalegb  8c  fredomis  as  udis  our  borrowi^  and  gewis  Z«w  leyff  to 
cheyss  sidik  psoois  as  are  abiU  &  ooveiiient^  be  Zour  comon  consent  as  uss  is  And  y4it  ar  ahill  to 
minist^  in  ye  officis  be  do3rng  of  justice  and  wertewis  usiqg  of  Zour  cx>monn  gud  And  as  will  asur 
y^for,  for  we  wyll  Ze  leif  in  liberty  &  firedome;  like  burj^es  meni  but  ourthrawing  of  outmen  orgiyt 
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ill  which  he  gave  them  permission  to  elect  such  persons  as  were  qua*  a.d.  issj. 
lifted  for  the  offices  in  the  council,  with  common  consent^  as  the 
practice  had  been :  at  the  same  time,  concluding,  <'  that  he  wished 
them  to  live  in  liberty  and  freedom,  like  burgesses,  and  to.  oppose 
landed  men,  or  barons  ;*'  and  in  so  doing,  they  were  to  keep  his  let- 
ter for  their  authority.  In  this  year  he  had  met  with  a  severe  afflic-  1540. 
tion,  by  the  death  of  his  two  only  sons,  the  Princes  James  and  Ar- 
thur, in  one  day ;  a  calamity  which  so  deeply  affected  him,  that  he 
never  recovered  his  former  cheerfulness ;  and  he  sometimes  sunk  in- 
to dejection.  In  order  to  divert  his  melancholy,  he  made  a  pro- 
gress with  the  queen,  into  the  north,  attended  by  the  court.  They 
visited  Aberdeen,  where  they  remained  for  fifteen  days ;  and  the 
magistrates,  the  clergy,  and  the  professors  of  King's  College,  paid  the 
greatest  attention  to  their  majesties,  and  nothing  was  neglected 
which  could  contribute  towards  their  amusement.* 

In  this  age,  few  kingdoms  possessed  maritime  power ;  and  in 
Scotland  it  was  very  little  known.  Ships  for  warfare  were  generally 
fitted  out,  oa  an  emergency,  by  the  royal  boroughs  on  the  sea  coast, 
or  were  provided  by  individuals,  for  hire.  In  the  year  1475  mention 
occurs  of  three  ships  having  been  fitted  out  by  Aberdeen,  for  the 
service  of  the  king,  at  the  eiipenoe  <^  the  community.  In  this  year, 
ibout  the  time  of  the  king*s  visit,  the  town  fitted  out  a  ship,  which 
was  furnished  with  guns,  culverines,  ammunition,  and  other  warlike 
stores,  at  the  expence  of  Ij.B6&.  f  She  was  manned  with  twenty-four 
young  mariners  belonging  to  the  town,  and  proceeded  to  join  the 
Scottish  squadron  in  the  Frith  of  Forth.  The  magistrates  agreed  to 
pay  to  the  owners  of  the  vessel  the  same  rate  of  hire  which  the  town 
of  Dundee  had  engaged  to  pay  for  the  ship  fitted  out  by  it,  for  the 
same  purpose  ;J  but  the  quantimi  of  hire  is  not  mentioned,  nor  does 

it 


psonis,  kepand  m  for  Zour  wamnd.    Subscrywit  be  us  at  Aid  ABdene,  ye  last  day  of  September, 
and  of  ov  jnqgiiie  ye  xxv  Zeyris,  1  Zeir  of  God  ane  tbouaaiid  fyv  hundK^  tbrety  and  tewin  Zeir." 

<'  Jambs  R/' 

Covaeil  Kegislsi^  loL  it.  p.  ^l^* 
♦  Leslie,  p.  451.  t  Eipial  to  about  L.176  Ue.  3d.  stcrlniff. 

i  Council  Register,  vol  xyL  p.  508.  514,  525. 
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A.D.  1540.  it  appear  for  what  expedition  this  fleet  was  intended.  There  being 
at  this  time  peace  between  the  two  nations,  it  is  probable  that  the 
ship  formed  part  of  a  squadron  which  was  intended  to  convoy 
the  King  to  England,  for  a  proposed  interview  between  him  and 
King  Henry  VIII.  his  uncle,  regarding  the  reformation  of  religion, 
which  was  now  in  agitation,  and  for  some  other  matters  of  state. 
The  interview,  however,  between  the  two  sovereigns  did  not  take 
place,  having  been  prevented,  on  the  part  of  James,  by  the  interfer- 
ence of  his  clergy.  ♦ 

About  this  period  a  very  singular  race  of  people,  who  were  distinct 
in  character,  customs,  and  language,  from  the  other  inhabitants,  made 
its  appearance  at  Aberdeen.  They  were  called  Gipsies,  or  Egyp- 
tians, and  wandered  through  the  country  under  the  command  of  the 
famous  John  Faw,  who  was  distinguished  by  the  title  of  Lord  or  Earl 
of  Little  Egypt,  and  was  recognised  in  this  character  by  King  James 
V.  in  the  celebrated  writ  of  privy  seal,  passed  in  the  28th  year  of  his 
reign.  The  earliest  notice  which  we  have  discovered  of  these  people 
occurs  in  1527,  when  a  number  of  them,f  under  Eiken  Jaks,  as  their 
leader,  found  their  way  to  Aberdeen,  probably  soon  after  they  had 
entered  Scotland.  They  remained  in  the  town  for  some  time,  but 
being  impeached  for  steahng  two  silver  spoons  from  one  of  the  citi- 
zens, they  took  their  departure.  John  Faw,  his  brother  George,  and 
their  company,  fixed  their  residence  in  the  town  for  some  conside- 
rable time.  Their  chief . occupation  was  palmistry;  although  they 
occasionally  employed  themselves  in  some  rude  handicraft,  or  as 
tinkers.  They,  however,  became  so  audacious,  and  so  very  turbulent, 
that  it  was  at  length  found  necessary  to  banish  them  from  the  town ; 
but  the  Earl,  his  wife,  and  sister,  were  excepted  from  this  act  of 

proscription4 

In 


*  Henry,  voL  xi.  p.  519.  t  Council  B^pgber,  vol  zii  p.  257. 

X  Trial  of  Barbara  Dya  Baptista  and  Helen  Andree,  for  stealing  24  merks  of  money  from  An-« 
drew  Chalmers,  in  Wester  Fintray  :<— 

f <  Curia  ballivoru  burgi  de  Abirdene  ten?  in  pretorio  eiosdem  xxii  die  men^  Januarij,  anno 
mille*  quigenmo  quadramo  per  hondles  viros  Thoma  Mezies,  prq>5,  David  Andsone  Ma^nn,  Jone 
Gord<xme,  et  Ale&m  Ruyfiird^  baUivos  coiuctim  et  dioisim  pro  tribunali  seden. 


A 
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In  the  course  of  this  year  tlie  community  was  alarmed  by  the  ru-  a.d.  i54i> 
mour  of  a  war  with  England,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  adopt 

L  *  measures 


''  The  aaid  day,  in  ye  actionn  and  caus  movit  be  Andro  Chalmer,  in  Westar  Fintra,  upon  Bar- 
bara Dya  Baptista  and  Helen  Andree,  y  complices  to  ye  noufi  of  ten  psonis,  frends  and  f vands  to 
erle  Greorge  callit  of  egipt>  makand  metionn  that  in  ye  mony t  of  October  last  bypast  come  to  his 
boufis  in  Westir  Fintra,  and  yair  thiftuisly  staw  and  tuik  fra  him  out  of  his  kyst,  in  his  chalmer,  ye 
8owm  of  twety  four  flks  money  of  ye  realme,  and  will  mak  him  na  restitutionn  y^of  wy^out  yai  be 
copellit 

Noia  Assise. 

Aitrick  Forbes  Walter  Hay  David  Mezies 

bunca  Mar  Andr5  Crawfurd,  young^  Johnne  Rattre 

Walter  CuUa  Andw  Dtutty  Henry  CoUisone 

Maist?  Jon.  Frefo^  Alex.  Nicholsone  Thomas  Hay 

Gilbert  Frefo*  Alex.  Forbes  Willis  Camia 

u  Xhe  sayd  day  Baibara  Baptista  and  Helen  Andree,  egiptians,  war  accusit  in  jugmet  be  ye  pro* 
west  for  ye  wrangous  waytaking  of  xzim  iBk  money  of  Scotland  fira  Androw  Chahner  in  WesP  Fyn- 
tis,  oat  of  his  kyst,  quilk  yai  denyit  be  George  Faw,  yaur  capitane,  and  forspeikar  &  Maist  Th5as 
Aoand,  y^  procuratour  And  yaiicfter,  w^  cosent  of  bayt  ye  said  partiis,  ye  said  action  was  put  to  ye 
dedsione  &  knawlq^  of  ye  assyss  aboun  wT3rtine,  qlk  was  chosin  &  swome  in  jugment  i  pas  of 
ptiis,  &  admyttit  be  yai  fbrtht  of  court  remowit  &  at  Ijnitht  awysit  wytht  ye  deponis  of  ye  wytnes 
producit  be  ye  said  Andro  Chalm,  enfit  in  court,  fimd  &  deliuit,  all  in  ane  voce,  yat  ye  said  Andro 
Chalmer  bed  failit  in  bis  preyf  twyching  waytaking  of  ye  forsaid  money,  &  maid  ye  said  Barbara  & 
Helene,  epiptians,  forsaid,  quyt  of  ye  dame  of  ye  same  dainut  at  yai  be  ye  said  Andrd  And  dys- 
chargit  yai  yairof  be  ye  hail  assyss  forsaid.  And  ye  said  egiptianis  protestit  for  y  exp^  agains  ye 
said  Ho  Chidfi  6c  desyrit  cau^  of  the  aaid  Xo  to  afls^  at  y^  Istans  as  law  will  qlk  fimd  Jon  Chalmer 
eaa^  to  Alex.  Kay,  offidar. 

'f  The  sud  day  Alex.  (3ialfl,  procurator  for  ye  said  Andro ChaliB, protestit  forty  &  placeto  per« 
sew  ye  laif  of  ye  egiptianis  for  ye  said  money,  &  tnk  not  y^  ye  said  Barbara  and  Helene  allimly  ar 
made  quyt  of  ye  said  dam  as  he  he  allege 

'^  The  said  day  Maisf  Thomas  Anand,  pcur  for  ye  ^ptianis,  and  George  Faw,  yair  capitaine, 
requirit  Androw  Chalfi  in  jugmet  to  nayme  or  nott  samony  of  yair  company  as  he  wes  pleteus  on 
for  ye  tluftouss  waytaking  of  his  money,  quhilk  acoepit  allanlie  at  yat  tyme  hot  twa,  yat  is  to  say, 
Barbara  Dya  Baptista  &  Helen  Andree,  &  ye  forsaid  p^  ptestit  yt  he  said  hef  na  place  in  ty  cuing 
to  psew  nane  of  ye  company,  becaus  yai  war  all  pnt  in  jugmet" 

'  Qtotge  and  John  Faws  were  tried  before  the  baillies,  28th  January,  1540,  and  convicted  by  a 
jmy  for  wounding  Alex.  Bairon  to  the  efiusion  of  his  blood.  They  were  ordered  to  pay  the  barber 
for  leeching  him,  and  foied  a  crown  of  the  sun  for  the  amends  of  blood.  Katharine  Autarene  was 
oonvicted,  and  ordered  to  be  pilloried  in  the  Goffis  till  six  o'dock  at  night,  for  stealing  two  pecks  of 
£reen  bear,  6th  March,  15¥)^^Qmml  BegUter,  vol.  xvL  p.  699^  708.  736.  748. J 

These 
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A.D.  1542.  measures  for  putting  the  town  in  a  posture  of  defence.  Guards  of 
the  citizens  were  placed  on  the  ports ;  and  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bour was  secured  by  a  boom,  composed  of  masts  and  iron  chains, 
thrown  across  the  bar,  to  prevent  an  attack  from  the  sea.  Aberdeen 
was,  about  the  same  time,  required  to  furnish  its  quota  of  men  for  the 
expedition  which  was  fitted  out  by  King  James  V.  for  the  invasion  of 
England.  One  hundred  citizens  were  accordingly  selected,  properly 
equipped,  at  the  expence  of  the  community,  and  marched  to  the  bor- 
ders, where  they  joined  the  Scottish  army,  which  met  with  a  .dis- 
graceful defeat,  near  Solway  frith,  from  the  English,  imder  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Wharton,  warden  of  the  marches.*  The  shock  of  this 
disaster,  and  the  disaffection  of  the  nobility,  so  deeply  affected  the 
king,  and  preyed  upon  his  mind,  that  he  found  himself  unable  to 
support  the  affliction.  He  took  to  his  bed,  and,  after  languishing  for 
some  days,  expired  on  the  13th  December,  f 

1544.  In  the  summer  of  this  year  a  fleet  and  an  army  had  been  sent,  by 
the  King  of  England^  under  the  Earl  of  Hertford^  to  invade  Scot- 
land. The  troops  disembarked  near  Leith,  after  some  little  opposi- 
tion,  and  Edinburgh  was  soon  occupied  by  the  English*  This  na- 
turally occasioned  a  conaiderable  d^ree  of  alarm  in  the  country ; 
and,  although  every  preparation  had  been  made  by  the  magistrates 
for  the  defence  of  the  town,  yet  many  of  the  inhabitants  fled  from  it 
The  Earl  of  Huntly,  who  was  at  this  time  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
north,  was  greatly  incensed  against  the  magistrates,  for  permitting 
the  citizens  to  desert  the  place ;  and  imputed  to  them  mudb  blame 
for  not  providing  due  means  for  its  defence.  :|:  He  assumed  the  ma- 
nagement and  direction  of  the  civil  and  the  military  afiairs  of  the 
town,  and  appointed  four  of  the  citizens  to  conduct  them,  under  his 

authority. 


These  gipsies  do  not  appear  to  have  made  their  residence  in  the  town,  at  any  future 
period.  But,  for  time  immemeriaK  a  horde  of  vagrimts  of  tl^  sane  descriptiofi  had  At&r  oc« 
caaioDal  residcsx^  in  the  west  skirto  of  the  town,  where  they  conthiued  tiHnearlhe  dose  of  the  I8th 
century.  They  yrwe  known  by  the  simames  of  Gray  and  Young.  Their  wint«r  oecqptlioR  was 
jHfincipally  napufaetaiii^  kom  apeonB;  and,  in  the  summ^  time,  they  wandered  through  <he^ 
country  as  tinkers  and  somers* 

•  Council  Register,  voL  rvii.  p.  806.  t  Dr.  Robertson's  History,  vol.  i  p.  276,  277. 

t  Council  Register,  vol  zviiL  p.  180.  329*  533.  iSQ.  voL  sdz.  214. 


ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN.  75 

authority.'  Se  acquired  the  complete  ascendant  over  the  commu-  a.d.  1545. 
nity ;  but  fae  did  aot  exercise  it  with  moderation.  He  required  the 
town  to  furnish  one  hundred  men,  properly  equipped,  and  provided 
with  twenty  days  provisions,  to  join  the  army  in  the  north,  which 
was  advancing  to  oppose  Donald,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  who,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  distressed  situation  of  the  country,  was,  at  this  time, 
threatening  an  invasion  of  the  earldom  of  Ross.  The  citizens  remon- 
strated to  the  Regent  against  this  requisition  ;^  but  whether  they 
obtained  any  redress  does  not  appear.  In  the  following  month  of 
January  the  Earl  of  Huntly  was  elected  provost,  on  the  resignation 
of  Thomas  Menzies  of  Pitfoddels,  who  was  nominated  his  deputy. 
At  the  subsequent  Michaelmas,  being  re-elected  provost,  the 
power  of  nominating  the  town  council  for  the  ensuing  year  was, 
at  the  same  time,  conferred  upon  him ;  and,  in  the  following  year,  he 
was  continued  in  the  office.  This  is  the  only  instance  of  a  nobleman 
having  been  appointed  chief  niagistrate  of  Aberdeen. 

In  the  month  of  September,  this  year,  Scotland  was  invaded  by  1547. 
the  English,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset  Merce- 
nary troops  and  standing  armies  being  yet  unknown,  Aberdeen  was 
required  to  furnish  its  complement  of  men,  from  the  citizens,  for  the 
Scottish  army.  A  considerable  number  of  them  accordingly  marched 
from  the  town,  as  volunteers,  with  a  piece  of  artillery  denominated 
the  great  falconne,  procured  from  Irvine  of  Drum.  They  joined  the 
queen's  forces  at  Falamuir,  under  the  command  of  the  Regent,  Earl 
of  Arran ;  but  few  of  the  citizens  returned  from  the  fatal  battle  of 
Pinkey,  in  which  10,000  of  the  Scots  are  said  to  have  fallen,  f    After 

L  2  this 


*  Council  Rqpbter,  voL  xviiL  p.  551. 

t  The  fi)O0wi]ig  dtuKiia  fell  in  the  batOe  of  finkejr,  10th  September,  1547  :-- 

Andxew  Menzies*  William  Anderson  William  RoUand,  younger 

Bobert  CuUen*  Robert  Arthur  James  Ardess 

Walter  CuUen  John  Lamb  Gilbert  Nicolson 

Alex.  Giay*  Alex.  Fraser*  Mr.  James  Torrie 

Thamaa  Shenr  WaUam  Bolland,  elder  James  Anderson 

John 

*  Memben  of  tlie  Towo  Council, 
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A.D.  1547.  this  calamitous  event  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom  was  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  English  ;  and  by  the  victory  which  they  had  obtain- 
ed, the  subjection  of  Scotland  was  threatened.  It  was,  therefore, 
judged  necessary  to  make  some  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the 
town,  in  case  of  invasion  from  the  sea.  Four  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
two  chambers,  were  purchased ;  of  which  a  Dutchman  was  appointed 
gunner,  and  the  provost,  and  David  Anderson,  baillie,  were  named 
masters  of  artillery.  A  blockhouse  of  earth  was  constructed  on  the 
Cunningairhills,  which  commanded  the  mouth  of  the  river  Don ;  and 
the  trenches  and  breast  work,  which  had  been  formed  many  years  be- 
fore, along  the  links,  were  again  put  in  a  defensible  state.*  Mean- 
while the  citizens  were  armed,  and  prohibited  from  leaving  the 
town  without  special  permission.  These  operations  were  attended 
with  considerable  expence  to  the  community ;  and  no  sooner  were 
they  accomplished,  than  the  town  was  called  upon  to  contribute 

1548.  L.SOOf  to  government,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army,  now  assembled 
at  Gladsmuir.     Sometime  afterwards,  eighty  pioneers  were  required 

1549.  for  the  siege  of  Broughty  Castle,  with  pay  and  provisions  for  one 
month.  On  the  peace  having  taken  place  between  the  two  nations, 
the  magistrates  and  town  council  expressed  their  concurrence  to  the 
treaty,  by  causing  affix  to  it  the  town's  common  seal,  which  was  trans- 

1550.  mitted  to  Edinburgh  by  Gilbert  Menzies,  younger,  for  that  special 
purpose.  X 

In  the  year  1548,  James  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Arran,  had  been  ap- 
pointed, by  the  nobles.  Regent  of  the  kingdom ;  and  their  choice  met 
with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  community  of  Aberdeen,  which  was 
communicated  to  the  Regent  by  Thomas  Menzies,  at  that  time  pro- 
vost 


John  Enowlea  Mr.  John  Gordon  Duncan  Gad 

John  Mollison  Henxy  Duthie  James  Piston 

Thomas  Hay^  elder  Robert  Rattrie  James  Findlay 

John  Setton  Thomas  Paton  Alex.  Forbes 

William  Menzies  Robert  Wellis  In  all  39. 

Begitter  tf  Births  and  Burials,  Jj^.  vol,  L 

•  Coundl  Register,  voL  xix.  p.  39I.  395.  t  About  L.93  158.  sterling. 

);  Gttildry  Accounts  for  1550. 
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vost  of  the  town,  and  comptroller  to  the  Queen.  The  citizens  at  the  A.D.  1550. 
same  time  resolved,  not  only  to  support  the  Regent  in  his  authority, 
but  to  oppose  all  those  who  might  attempt  to  conspire  against  him.* 
On  the  24th  of  November,  this  year,  he  made  his  first  visit  to  the 
town,  and  was  received  by  the  magistrates  with  the  greatest  marks  of 
respect  apd  attention.  They  presented  to  him  a  propine,  in  wine, 
wax,  and  spiceries,  to  the  value  of  100  merks.f  In  the  month  of 
May,  this  year,  he  made  another  visit,  along  with  Mary,  queen  dow-  1552. 
ager,  accompanied  with  many  of  the  nobility,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
justice  court.  They  were  received  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and 
had  presented  to  them,  by  the  magistrates,  suitable  propines.J 
While  they  remained  in  the  town,  nothing  was  neglected,  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens,  which  could  contribute  to  their  amusement,  as 
was  customary  in  these  times.  In  the  month  of  August,  this  year,  1556. 
the  queen  dowager,  now  Begent  of  the  kingdom,  visited  the  town  at 
the  time  of  holding  the  justice  court.  She  was  accompanied  by 
Monsieur  D'Oysel,  the  commander  of  the  French  troops  in  Scotland ; 
and  the  magistrates,  on  this  occasion,  made  them  liberal  presents  in 
wine,  wax,  and  spiceries.  §  These  means  of  propitiation,  however, 
did  not  prevent  the  queen  from  exacting  S20  merks  ||  from  the  com- 
mimity,  as  a  composition  for  by-past  slight  offences^  for  small  oppress 
sionSf  and  in  order  to  win  her  favour.  ^  In  those  times,  compositions 
or  mitigations  from  the  people,  for  pretended  offences,  or  to  obtain 
acts  of  grace  at  the  hands  of  the  prince,  were  not  uncommon ;  and, 
under  the  terror  of  the  justice  court,  the  regular  payment  of  such 
fines  as  the  sovereign  power,  for  the  time,  thought  proper  to  impose, 
was  rigorously  enforced. 


•  CouncQ  Register^  voL  xvii.  p,  576.  t  Ibid.  voL  xx.  p.  496. 

t  The  Regent's  propine  ooiiflisted  of  thiee  Urns  of  wine,  and  two  lasts  of  beer,  with  spiceries.^— 
The  Queen  recdved  two  tons  of  wine;  with  wax  and  spiceries,  to  the  value  of  20  merk6.-*The 
Lords  Componitors  received  a  ton  of  wine,  and  half  a  kst  of  beer.— [Counct'/  Register,  voL  xxi.  p.  I6O.3 

$  She  received  wine,  spice,  and  wax,  to  the  value  of  263  merks,  about  L.48  10s.  lOd.  sterling; 
Monsieur  D'Oysel,  half  a  ton  of  wine,  a  dosen  of  torches,  two  dozens  of  boists  of  scorchets ;  the 
Lords  Componitors,  one  ton  of  wine ;  and  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  one  puncheon  of  wine.-^[Vouncti 
Register,  voL  xxii.  p.  525.  597-] 

il  About  L.56  6s,  sterling  money.  IT  Council  Register,  vol.  xxii.  p.  425. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  OCCURRENCES^  S^c.  IN  ABERDEEN, 

From  tiue  Year  1398  to  the  Year  1559. 
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1401    The  pestiknce  in  Aberdeen. 

1408    Fifty  pounds  borrowed  by  the  BuUies^  for  the  um  of  the  town,  from  fire  dtuEeu;  to  be  t^ 

paid  in  five  yearsy  at  the  rate  of  8S  merks  yearly. 
1453    The  Aldennan^  or  Chief  Magistrate,  assumed  the  title  of  ProvosL 
1459    The  Earl  of  Mar  admitted  burgess  of  guild,  on  payment  of  5s.  in  a  white  purse. 
1441    Two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  doe  by  the  town  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  ordeKd  to  be 

paid  from  the  ivnts  of  the  salmon  fishings. 
1448    A  ship  bebnging  to  Aberdeen,  called  the  Holy  Cross,  taken  by  the  English,  and  reprisals 

made  by  detaining  an  English  ship  in  the  harbour. 
•«•—    Contribution  of  L.80  made  by  the  town  for  King  James  II.'s  daughter,  Elisabeth,  in  Brittany; 
1477    The  Q^ire  of  St  Nidiolas  Oxnrch  bq;an  to  be  erected. 
1479    Alex.  Couts  appointed  public  Scavenger,  and  allowed  one  peuiy  annually  from  eadh  fire 

house,  for  repairing  the  streets,  and  keeping  them  dean. 
1484    Thedtizensmardi  to  the  siege  of  Berwick. 

JSe}^'^'"*  wged  in  the  town  duriiig  these  respective  ye^s. 

1507    Commissioners  sent  from  the  town  to  the  staple  at  Middlebui^h. 

1509  One  hundred  and  fifty-three  common  Brewers,  at  this  time,  in  the  town. 

1510  These  being  a  great  scarcity  of  com  in  the  country,  the  fbUowiog  qorndtieft  of  grain  wera 

imported,  by  tilie  magistrates;,  at  the  after-mentioned  prices :— 83  bolls  of  rye,  at  10s.  per 
boll,  L.41  10s.;  11  bolls  of  mashlaw,  at  L.6;  one  boll  of  rye  meal,  12s. 

1514  Hie  pestilence  ragmg  in  the  town. 

1518    The  Earl  of  Huntly  received  from  the  town  three  pieces  of  the  best  artiUeKy,  with  stones, 
lead,  and  ananunitiQn,  for  the  siege  of  Duniobin  Castle. 

1515  The  Provost  and  Sir  John  Rutherford  repair,  as  Commissioners,  to  Parliament,  with  ten 

horses  in  their  train,  and  allowed  40  merks  for  tlieir  expences. 
1515    The  town's  publicseal  sent  to  Edinburgh,  tosealthedoomof  forftitue  of  Akx.  Lord  Home. 
152f    TThe  Quire  of  Saint  Nidioks  consecrated  by  the  Bishop  of  Aberdesu. 

1529  The  lodging  belongii^  to  Gilbert  Meunes^  proves^  burnt  to  the  ground  by  an  acddeutal  fire. 

1530  The  pestilence  raging  in  the  town. 

1551    Thomas  Mencies  allowed  to  officiate  as  IVovost,  in  absence  of  his  fiither,  Gilbert  Mensies, 
Provost 

1 558  The  pestilence  raged  in  the  town. 

1559  The  infection  of  the  Botch  broke  out  among  the  inhabitants. 

— — .    The  artillery  belonging  to  the  town  lent  to  Patrick,  Earl  of  BothwelL 

1541    Ship  belonging  to  Thomas  Brediin  lost  at  Scarborough,  on  the  coast  of  England,  with  28 

persons  on  board,  dtiflCBS  of  Aberdeen,  all  of  whom  perished, 
1544    The  artillery  bekmgii^f  to  the  town,  consistiiqf  of  a  fidoon,  kiUs  piece,  boDis  piece,  and  three 

serpentines,  with  ten  diambos,  and  wbed  carriages,  lent  to  the  Earl  of  Hundy,  Lord 

Lieutenant  of  the  North. 

1540  r'^^^  pestilence  raged  in  tibe  town  daring  these  respective  years* 

1557    The  Magistrates  purchased  the  following  pieces  of  artiUery  finr  the  defence  of  the  town  :<— 

Two  ringed  dogs,  two  great  yeatlings,  the  great  fidcon  of  the  Laird  of  Drum,  an  English 

half  slui^^  five  cut-throats,  fer  the  fum  of  L.100;  six  half  slongs,  with  tweive  chambers, 

at  L.120 ;  four  half  slungs,  and  one  keel  piece,  having  two  chambers. 

r      *         o  CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  III. 


SECTION  II. 


Civil  government  of  the  Borough — Ancient  Elections  of  the  Magistrates 
and  Town  Council — Ancient  Patrimony — Lands  of  Old  Cruives  an-- 
nexed^^Munidpal  Laws— ^Commerce— ^Coinage — Customs^^Miracle 
Plays— Secular  Amusements^  conducted  by  the  Abbot  and  Prior  of 
Bon-Accord — Religious  and  Secular  Plays^  by  the  Artificers—^ 
Religious  Ceremonies — Minstrels — Games —  TorurCs  Clocks — the 
PlaguCf  and  other  diseases — Weaponshaw — DresSy  Armour^  and 
Furniture — Simames— ^Population — Tables  of  Contributions  to  the 
State — Rental  of  Lands j  %c^ — Prices  of  Provisions. 

Fbom  A.D.  1S98  TO  A.D.  1552. 

Bbforb  proceeding  further  in  the  narrative  of  public  eventSi  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  make  a  pause,  in  order  to  trace  the  progress  of 
the  political  government  of  Aberdeen ;  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of 
those  matters  which  are  strictlj  local ;  and  to  offer  some  sketches  of  the 
customs  and  manners  of  the  people,  during  tl^is  aera,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  not  the  least  important  parts  of  a  work  of  this  kind.  We 
have  already  had  occasion  to  observe,  that  the  administration  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  town  had,  from  a  remote  period,  been  vested  in 
a  definite  number  of  magistrates,  namely  the  alderman,  and  four 
baiUies,  who  were  annually  elected.  The  earliest  records  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  magistrates  and  town  council  commence  in  the  year 
1898.  From  these  it  appears,  that  on  the  first  Monday  posterior  to 
Michaelmas,  of  this  year,  the  election  of  the  magistrates  took  place, 
in  the  court  of  the  baiUies,  ^^  mth  the  eonseni  and  assent  of  the  whole 
community  of  the  borough  J' ^  In  the  subsequent  year  a  similar  elec- 
tion 


m^i'mmm-'m-mmmmmmamm0''i^ 


• 

*  Council  Register^  vd.  L  pw  1, 
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tion  was  conducted  on  the  same  day ;  and  in  the  minutes  of  sede- 
runt, twenty  citizens  are  mentioned  as  having  been  chosen  members 
of  the  common  council.  On  the  same  occasion  certain  committees 
were  also  appointed,  for  regulating  the  market  of  flesh,  of  wine,  and 
of  ale,  and  for  the  other  municipal  affairs  of  the  town.  The  same 
day  was  annually  appropriated  for  the  election,  and  continued  to  be 
so  until  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  when  it  was  changed 
to  Wednesday  immediately  preceding  Michaelmas,  which  is  the  day 
observed  at  the  present  time.  In  the  year  1469  an  act  of  parliament 
was  passed,  ordaining  the  old  council  annually  to  choose  the  new, 
and  both  together  to  elect  the  alderman,  baiUies,  dean  of  guild,  and 
other  o£Bice-bearers ;  but,  as  the  annual  election  continued  still  to  be 
conducted  with  the  consent  and  assent  of  the  community,  it  does  not 
appear  that  this  statute  was  much  regarded.  At  Michaelmas,  1479, 
however,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  king,  addressed  to  the 
magistrates,  the  old  council  proceeded  to  the  annual  election,  in  con- 
formity to  the  statute,  by  nominating  the  new  council,  and  both 
councils,  jointly,  elected  the  oflBce-bearers,  as  had  been  enjoined  by 
the  king.*  This  form  of  rule  continued  to  be  strictly  observed  in  all 
future  elections,  although  there  is  nothing  mentioned  in  the  minutes 
of  the  subsequent  elections  to  distinguish  the  latter  mode  from  the 
former ;  the  strain  of  the  minutes  of  sederunt  being,  in  both  cases, 
pretty  much  the  same,  f    The  provost  and  baillies  had  not  only  a 

"  minis- 


*  Council  Register,  voL  vi.  p.  605. 

t  In  the  year  1783  a  question  begun  to  be  agitated  by  the  burgesses  of  the  royal  boroughs  of 
Scotland^  concerning  the  administration  of  the  funds  of  their  respective  corporations,  and  the  mode 
of  electing  the  magistrates  and  town  councils.  The  burgesses  comphiined  loudly  of  the  political 
constitution  being  corrupt,  and  requiring  refonnation.  The  system  was  represented  by  them  as  a 
bad  o^^,  inconsistent  with  the  liberty  and  the  true  interests  of  the  community,  in  so  fiur  as  it  afforded 
a  plenitude  of  power,  which,  in  a  small  number,  independent  of  the  body  of  the  people,  was,  fiom 
the  nature  of  man,  liable  to  abuse,  j:  This  became  the  subject  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry,  which 
depended  for  several  years;  but  as  parliament  in  its  wisdom  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  changing 
or  altering  the  system,  matters  were  allowed  to  drop. 

In  the  course  of  this  popular  question,  it  appears  to  have  been  strongly  urged,  on  the  part  of  the 
burgesses,  that  the  uniform  practice  of  Aberdeen,  fi-om  1398  down  to  the  year  1592,  had  been,  that 
the  provost,  baillies,  conmion  seijeants,  and  town  council,  were  elected  annually  by  the  suffragts  of 

}  The  Ictten  of  CiYis  sad  Zcno^  on  tbii  topici  wcra  wrote  with  much  »piri|  sad  slflg«ac«. 
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ministerial  duty  to  perform,  but  they  also  sat  and  administered  jus- 
tice in  the  courts  of  the  borough.     They  heard  and  decided  all  con- 

M .  troversies 


tJl  the  hvargeBses,  assembled  in  their  head  court.  In  order  to  ascertain  this  point,  which  appears  to 
have  been  the  subject  of  much  controversy  between  the  burgesses  and  their  adversaries,  at  the  time, 
we  have  been  at  considerable  pains,  in  the  course  of  our  researches,  to  investigate  the  records  from 
the  earliest  period;  but  we  have  been  unable  to  discover  any  thing  having  a  resemblance  to  a  po- 
pular dection,  or  an  election  by  the  suffrages  of  the  burgesses.  It  is  not,  however,  our  province  to 
become  a  amtrovertist  on  either  side.  We  shall  merely  state  the  fiuls  and  circumstances  which  oc« 
cuired  in  the  course  of  our  enquiry,  leaving  it  to  those  more  immediately  interested  to  draw  the 
inference.  In  a  finrmer  part  of  this  work  we  have  already  traced  the  origin  of  the  constitution  of 
the  borough  from  a  remote  period.  The  earliest  dection  of  the  magistrates  and  office-bearers  occurs 
in  the  year  1898,*  but  it  is  not  so  complete  as  that  in  the  subsequent  year.    In  the  year  1405  the 


•  THE  ACT  OF  ELECTION,  1598. 

"  Ffoceitiis  cnriimm  Ballivoram  isti  sunt  qui  ioci|uuDt  dis  Inne  pfoximo  post  feftum  bcati  Michselis  Arcbsng^li,  anna 
1398.  Quo  die  Willielmns  de  Csmen  pateTf  cum  oonienstt  et  assefliu  totiui  communiutis  dicti  burgi,  elcctus  est  ia  offi- 
ciuin  AJdertaanni,  £t  Robertas  Alius  DaTidis,  Simon  de  Benyn,  JobsDues  Scbenr,  ac  Magister  Willielmus  Dicson,  electi 
mmt  in  officium  BslHToram.  Ac  Msuricius  filius  Boberti»  Jobannes  iUlus  Briciif  Wslferus  Rcdt ,  ci  Simon  de  Camera, 
electi  sunt  in  officium  Seijandonim. 

Vini  f  ^^"^^  Lamb 
2  Jobannes  Dors 

f  Jobannes  Gilbertus 
Haynkyn  de  Deir 
Simon  Bayard 
Adam  Codlyn 
Alanus  Smjth 
WilUelmtts  filius  Adame 
l.Robertus  Hesilbcde 


i Jobannes  Sprout 
Tbomas  Scfaerar 


<jrustatores  < 


Council  Begitter,  vof.  i*  p.  1. 


THE  ACT  OF  ELECTION,  1599. 


^libcr  Communitatis  burgi  de  Aberdene  eu  iste  qui  incipit  die  lune  proximo  post  festnm  beati  Micbaelis  Arcbangdi. 
anno  domini  1399.  Quo  die  electns  luit  Adam  de  Benyn,  cum  consensu  et  assensu  totius  communitatis  dicti  burgi  in^ 
officium  Aldermanni,  Et  Willielmus  Blynsele^  Simon  de  Benyn,  Jobannes  Wormot,  et  Jobannes  filius  Thome^  electi 
sunt  in  officium  Ballivorum.  Et  Mauricius  filius  Roberti,  Donaldus  Ka,  Fergusius  filius  Adame,  et  Jobannes  de 
Littcri%  elecd  sunt  in  officium  Seijandorum.    Eodem  die  electi  sunt  in  communes  consiliarios  dicti  burgi  :— 


Willielmus  de  Camen,  pater 
Lanrencius  de  Letb 
Willielfflus  de  Camera,  Alios 
Alexander  Bannerman 
Tbomaa  Spryng 
WilUelmus  Andree 
Jobannes  Andree 


Jobannee  de  Ledale 
DaTidde  Scrogs 
Jobannes  Scbcrar 
Robertns,  filius  Davidis 
Jobannes  Lotton 
Hugo  Aberburtbnol 
Jobannes  Ra&cilbrd 


Willielmus  de  Crag 
Simon  Lamb 
Ricardus  de  Lunan 
Willielmus  Bortbwyk 
Jobannes  Strang 
Ricardus  Ficbet 


Lincatores, 


82 


ANNALS   OF   ABERBEEN. 
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troversies  which  occurred  among  the  citizens,  whom  they  were  w.*- 
titled  to  repledge^  from  the  county  court,  and  from  the  consistory  of  the 

bishop. 


election  is  metely  meniioned  aa  having  taken  place  in  the  court  of  the  baiU]es;t  but  the  acts  and  mi« 
nutea  of  these  elections  do  not  mention  who  were  present,  or  who  were  the  ^ectoiB.  In  l^S,  the 
prsepoeitns  was  elected,  **  per  conunune  consilium,  et  confratres  gilde."|  In  the  year  1474  his 
election  was  in  ''  curia  oqaitaii  tenta  in  prsBtorio  per  baDiyos."}  In  15S8,  the  eleotioQ  is  mentioned 
simply  to  have  taken  place  ''  in  eoria  capitalis  ballivonnn.'*||  In  the  year  1558,  50th  September^ 
the  prsepositns  was  elected  ^  ezpressa  consensu  voce  et  vote  omnium  buigepsium  ejusdem  bmgi*— 
On  the  same  day,  the  baillies  were  elected  in  Che  like  finm  and  manner;  and,  on  tiM  4th  of  October 
fdikwing,  the  ooundl,  the  committees,  and  the  office^bearsrs,  w«fe  merely  named  •*  m  curia  fpUm 
ballivonnn;"f  but  the  names  of  the  burgesses  absent  on  diisday  mte  only  mentioned.  In  1690  (he 
record  mentioiis  thait  the  ^  prupositus  Gilberttts  Mensies  de  Pitlbddeb  Pectus  fuit  de  coomittneouk* 
nium  comburgensxum  consensu  et  assensu  imanimo  voto  absque  contradictione."**  The  minutes  of 
the  intermediate  elections  all  nih  pretty  mudi  in  the  same  style.  In  many  years  the  election  of  (he 
provost  and  baillies  took  place  on  one  day;  and  the  council  and  the  office-bearers  were  named  on  a 
posterior  day.  In  no  instance,  however,  is  there  any  mention  of  the  election  of  the  magistrates 
and  town  council  having  been  made  by  the  suffrages  of  the  burgesses,  the  whole  business  being 
conducted,  as  it  would  seem,  in  the  open  court,  nejnine  contradicentL 

With  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  fimds  of  the  coiporation,  it  appears,  that  this  was  com* 
mitted  solely  to  the  magistrates  and  council,  in  office,  for  the  time.  The  state  officer^  called  the 
Chan;iberlain  of  Scotland,  in  ancient  times  had  a  superintendency  over  the  royal  boroughs,  and  oc« 
casionally  held  itinerant  courts,  called  Iter.  Camerarii,  for  enquiring  into  the  management  of  their 
revenues,  reviewing  the  ju^cial  proceedings  of  the  judges  in  their  courts ;  and  even  judging,  in  the 
first  instance,  in  controversies  arising  among  the  inhabitants. 

The  office  of  Chamberlain  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  time  of  Malcolm  II.  his  salary  being 
fixed  at  L.200  ;  which  was  paid  out  of  the  escheats,  fines,  tolls,  and  customs,  accruing  to  the  king 


Lineaiores,  * 
JohanneB  Tulach 
Willielmiu  Sprout 
Jobanncs  Sprout 
Adam  Strathchyn 
Johannes  Lambynton 
WiUielmui  Spaldjog 
Gilbertus  de  Kjnros 
Robertus  de  Arnach 
WilHelmua  Baxter  Mykyl 
Mauriciiis  Swordaltp 
MagUter  Johannes  Wrycht 


Guttatores  Vinu 
Oaufredoft  de  StanHHi 
Johannei  Hervy 

Guttatores  Cervicie. 
Adam  Wrycht 
Alanua  Smyth 
Johannes  Christioi 
Rebeitus  Bailer 
Simon  Bayard 
Adam  Codlya 


MagiUri  Ecdene. 
David  de  Scrogt 
WiUielmus  Bryndscle  " 
Johannes  Scfaerar 
Jobanaes  Sprout 

Appretiatoret  Camtutn* 
Thomas  Lanb»  ybuog 
Jtfbaaacs  Ylnds 
Patridin  dab 


ftlitts  Andite 
Rutberford 


•  Leges  Burgorum»  cap.  102.— Council  Register,  yoI.  i.  p.  71. 

I  Council  Register,  vol.  i.  p.  S62.  \  Ibid.  vol.  iv.  p.  45.  §  Ibid.  vol.  vi.  p.  311. 

g  Council  Register,  vol.  xi.  p.  353.  35G.  f  Ibid.  vol.  xvi.  p.  1,  2,  8.  **  Ibid.  vol.  xxx.  p.  200. 
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bishop.*  For  several  centuries,  questions  of  a  civil  nature  were  ge- 
nerally determined  by  a  verdict  of  citizens.  The  punishment  of 
delinquents,  however  trivial  the  offence  might  have  been,  could  not 
be  inflicted,  until,  after  a  solemn  trial,  the  jury  had  retiu-ned  a  ver- 
dict of  guilt.  This  practice  was  not  in  disuse  for  several  years  after 
the  institution  of  the  college  of  justice,  in  the  subsequent  century. 
Besides  these  rights  of  jurisdiction,  the  magistrates  and  town  coun- 
cil ix)ssessed  the  authority  of  establishing,  for  the  welfare  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  municipal  laws,  which  met  with 
prompt  and  full  obedience.  §  They  regulated  the  prices  of  commo- 
dities which  were  imported  or  manufactured,  and  sold  within  the  town. 
When  assembled  with  the  citizens,  they  imposed,  by  mutual  consent, 
taxes  or  duties,  for  the  support  of  the  borough,  or  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  sovereign :  and  this  being  regarded  as  equivalent  to  an  act  of 
the  legislature,  entitled  them  to  enforce  payment  of  such  taxes.  In 
these  assemblies  matters  appear  to  have  been  conducted  with  imani- 
mity  and  dispatch ;  and,  till  after  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury^  when  the  community  had  been  bereft  of  all  its  ancient  patri- 

M  2  mony. 


« 

firam  those  bcmmgliB,  over  wluch  lie  exerdaed  a  particular  jurisdictioiut  In  the  course  o£  the  15tli 
and  iGth  centuries,  the  oommunitjr  often  experienced  considerable  hardships  from  the  frequency  of 
the  ChMBbcrlain's  visits.  But,  In  the  year  1512,  the  sum  of  L.500  was  raised,  by  an  assessment  on 
the  inhabitanti^  and  paid  to  die  crown,  ffar  relieving  Aberdeen  from  the  Chamberlain's  courts  and  the 
Justice  Eyres.  {    After  which  period  the  Chamberlain's  court  was  abolished  in  Aberdeen. 

*  A  forensic  term,  signifying  to  recall  a  person  from  the  jurisdiction  of  one  court  to  that  of  ano- 
ther*  In  the  end  of  the  17  th  century  this  occasioned  a  keen  contest  between  the  magistrates  and  the 
Aai9c£  the  county;  after  which  period  the  privilege  went  into  disuse.  So  tenacious  were  the 
magistrateB  of  their  extensive  privileges  of  jurisdiction,  that,  in  the  year  1556,  the  bishop's  baiUie 
foond  it  necessary  to  solicit  their  licence  to  hMOg  a  thief,  omvictod  in  the  bishop's  court—^Coimctf 
Pegwfor,  vol*  XV.  p.  291-3 


S  The  following  municipal  laws  were  established  in  the  year  1405  :•— ''  That  any  person  dted  to 
the  head  court,  to  the  courts  of  the  alderman,  or  borough  court,  and  not  appearing,  (unless  having 
a  lawful  excuse)  shall  forfeit  4d.  without  remission.— Any  person  striking  another,  with  a  sword, 
hanger,  cutlass,  or  batton,  8d.— *For  reviling  any  one  Within  the  borough,  by  lying,  or  hurting  his 
good  name,  2s.^— For  buying  or  selling  goods  on  Sundays,  10s. — ^For  reviling  the  alderman,  baillies, 
or  king's  officers:  lor  the  first  transgression,  the  offender  shaD  kiss  the  eavesdrop ;  for  the  second, 
he  shall  be  put  under  the  eavesdrop,  and  pelted  with  filth  and  dirt;  and  for  the  third,  to  be  banish*, 
cd  the  borough  for  a  year  and  a  day."— Qdmact/  Register,  vol.  I  p.  261. J 

t  Kcgism  Migcstatsn,  p.  9.  f  Council  RegiHer,  toL  is.  p.  98. 101. 
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mony,  in  the  manner  which  will  be  afterwards  mentioned,  we  find  no 
instance  of  any  opposition  being  formed  against  the  magistrates,  in 
any  measures  which  appeared  to  them  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community.     In  order  to  account  for  this,  we  shall  borrow  the  lan- 
guage of  the  learned  historian : — "  The  genius  of  the  feudal  govern- 
ment, uniform  in  all  its  operations,  produced  the  same  efiects  in 
small  as  in  great  societies ;  and  the  territory  of  a  royal  borough  was, 
in  miniature,  the  model  of  a  kingdom.     Change  now  a  single  name ; 
in  place  of  chief  magistrate  substitute  king,  and  we  behold  a  parlia- 
ment in  its  first  rudiments,  and  observe  the  first  exertions  of  those 
powers  which  its  members  now  possess,  as  judges,  as  legislators,  and 
as  dispensers  of  the  public  revenues."*    In  the  parliament  of  the 
kingdom  the  borough  was  represented,  from  an  early  period,  by  dele- 
gates or  commissioners,  who  were  elected  by  the  magistrates  and 
town  council,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  observed,  at  a  later  aera,  by 
the  several  counties.-    In  the  year  1898  mention  occurs  of  William 
de  Camera  and  Simon  Benyn  having  been  delegated,  as  commis- 
sioners,  to  represent  the  borough  in  the  parliament  at  Linlithgow,  f 
In  1406,  commissioners  were  sent  to  the  parliament  at  Perth,  after 
the  death  of  Bobert  III. ;  and,  in  the  year  1436,  we  find  it  mentioned 
that  Gilbert  Menzies  was  elected,  by  the  town  council,  to  represent  the 
borough  in  the  Parliament  at  Edinburgh,  and  L.16  Scots:]:  were  al- 
lowed him  to  defray  his  charges.     The  number  of  commissioners 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  limited,  for,  in  the  same  year,  three 
were  delegated  to  represent  the  borough.  §    In  the  year  1479  the 
same  number  occur ;  and,  in  the  year  1487,  no  fewer  than  four  were 
elected.  ||     It  does  not  appear  that  the  oflice  of  dean  of  guild  existed 
before  the  year  1427,  when  John  Scrogie  was  appointed.    About  the 
same  time,  wardens  over  the  craftsmen  (artificers)  were  chosen  by 
the  town  council,  to  regulate  the  prices  of  their  work,  and  to  observe 
that  the  same  was  properly  performed.    The  number  of  the  common 

council 


*  Dr.  Robertson's  History^  voL  i.  p.  S79.  t  Council  Register^  voL  L  p.  .54* 

t  Equal  to  L.25  Ss.  10|d.  §  Council  Register,  voL  iv.  p.  114. 

II  Whether  the  whole  delegates,  so  chosen,  sat  in  parliament,  or  only  one,  in  the  absence  of  the 
other,  cannot  be  known. 


AKXALS   OF   ABERDEEN.  85 

• 

council  would  seem  to  have  varied  from  time  to  time  ;  for,  in  the  year 
1447,  no  fewer  than  forty  were  chosen  members  of  this  council.  The 
office  of  treasurer  is  first  mentioned  in  the  year  1480 ;  but  no  regu- 
lar election  of  any  person  to  that  office  appears  to  have  taken  place 
till  near  the  middle  of  the  subsequent  century.  * 

The  ancient  patrimony  of  the  borough  at  this  time  comprehended 
certain  lands  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  salmon  fishings  of  the  rivers 
Dee  and  Don,  the  public  mills  of  the  town,  and  a  few  patches  of 
aground  called  borough  roods.  The  revenue  which  the  corporation  de- 
rived from  all  these  possessions,  and  from  certain  internal  customs 
and  duties,  did  not  exceed,  for  many  years,  on  an  average,  L.2S0 
Scots,  t  These  had  been  under  the  immediate  direction  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  alderman  and  baiUies,  for  a  series  of  ages  before  the 
office  of  treasurer  was  known* 

In  the  year  1469  the  lands  of  Old  Cruives,  which  have  since  been 
rendered  of  so  much  value  by  the  extension  of  commerce  and  manu- 
factures, were  purchased  by  the  magistrates  from  John  Bannerman 
of  Elsick,  for  the  small  consideration  of  140  merks.  These  lands, 
which  are  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  and  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  Don,  were  acquired  for  the  behoof  of  the 
community,  and  subsequently  annexed  to  the  borough  in  a  charter 
of  confirmation,  which  was  granted  by  King  James  VI.  to  the  pro- 
vost, baillies,  council,  and  community,  on  the  17th  July,  1617. 

The  turbulent  state  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  want  of  an  uniform 
administration  of  justice  in  the  supreme  courts,  rendered  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  the  magistrates  to  preserve  peace  and  good  or- 
der in  the  community.  They  had  often  to  contend  with  the  neigh- 
bouring barons,  and  their  confederates,  whose  encroachments  and 
hostile  attacks  they  had  too  frequent  occasion  to  check.  These  cir- 
cumstances gave  rise  to  several  laws,  tending  to  concentrate  the 
strength  of  the  community  for  its  own  protection.    Accordingly, 

among 


•  Council  Register,  vol  viL  p.  26. 

t  Equal  to  about  L.431  5s*  sterling  money.— Council  Register,  vol.  i.  p.  56.  144. 
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among  other  regulations  for  the  good  order  of  the  citizens,  it  was 
enacted,  in  the  guild  court,  at  an  early  period,  that  any  citizen  pur* 
chasing  lordship"^  against  the  town,  or  against  the  community,  should 
incur  a  penalty  of  40s.  for  each  of  the  first  three  offences ;  and  for 
the  fourth  offence  he  should  be  sent  to  prison  for  three  days  and 
three  nights,  deprived  of  his  freedom  as  a  burgess,  and  banished  the 

town 


*  The  following  case  w31  illuatntte  the  natxat  of  this  mtinicipiil  law  :<^ 

"  Die  Martis. 

"  Curia  ballivorum  burgi  de  Atden,  tenta  in  pretorio  ejusdem  12'  die  Mensis  Maii,  Anno  Do- 
mini 1607«  per  hommibiles  viroa  Alexandrmn  Cullen^  pra^iositum ;  Fanltim  Menzies^  GuHehnnm 
Gray>  Thooiain  Forbes^  et  Alexandmm  Jaffiimy^  balliToi. 

'^  The  qulilk  day,  Mathew  Youngscm,  merchant  burgeas  of  thia  hafglh,  being  aocoaed  ih  judge* 
mentfor  purchasing  of  Lordship,  against  the  liberty  of  the  burgh,  merchant  and  burgess  thereof^  vio- 
lating thereby  his  oath>  solemnly  given  in  time  oP  hia  creating  buigeas  of  guild  of  the  same,  in  that 
the  said  Matthew  caused  and  moved  Thomaa  Fraser,  brother  to  the  laird  of  MuckiU,  yesterday,  the 
1 1th  of  this  instant,  to  assist  him  in  an  evil  cause  betwext  him  and  Gilbert  Scherar,  by  way  of  me* 
nadng  and  boasting  thereupon,  occasion  of  trouble  followed,  and  Walter  Roiialdson,  one  of  the  or- 
dinaiy  officers  of  this  borgh,  stridien  on  the  mouth  and  note  to  die  elusion  of  the  blood ;  qulilk 
accusation  the  said  Mathew  flatly  denied^  and  refexted  the  triaL  thereof  to  the  Asaise  afWr-writtfBi 
sworn  in  judgement,  and  admitted  by  him. 

Nomina  Assizsi. 

David  Cargill  Gilbert  Black,  elder  David  Ronaldam 

Alexander  Burnet,  elder  Alexander  Blair  Andrew  Horn 

John  Laing  John  Mitchell  Mr.  Robert  Lumsden 

Alexander  Murray  Thomaa  Goif  David  Kemp 

Patrick  Donaldson    '  John  Carney  Patrick  Stewart 

<'  Who,  out  of  court  removed,  and  being  within  the  council-house  inclosed,  after  diligent  trial  of 
witnesses,  and  other  kind  of  probation  had  by  them  anent  the  said  Mathew's  accusation,  above  ape* 
cified,  entering  again  in  court,  all  in  one  voioe,  by  the  mouth  of  David  Caigill,  chancelkir  of  the  said 
assise,  CM&victed  the  said  Mathew  Youngson  c^  purchasing  lordship  against  the  burgh  and  libertieo 
thereof,  in  maimer  specified  in  the  said  accusation;  and  that  the  said  Mathew  has  violated  hia  oath^ 
given  by  him  in  time  of  making  of  him  burgesst  thereof^  in  manner  specified  in  the  said  accuse^ 
tion.    Whereupon  Mr.  WilUam  Moir,  dean  of  guild,  took  acts  of  court,  and  instruments. 

'^  The  sentence  of  die  court  i^^at  the  pannel  was,  tinsel  of  his  freedom,  in  terms  of  the  acts  of 
council^  9th  October,  141 1,  and  14th  April,  1 528,  besides  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds."— [[Comici/  Register, 
vd.  xliii.  p.  99*  1^0 

f  Purt  of  the  JBurgeu  Oatht  as  it  ttood  ariginaifyt 

"  Amxiclk  XI.-^I  thall,  leot,  lot,  watdi,  and  ward,  wiUi  the  inhabitaiits  therfoP. 
— —  XIL— Ka  Lonhbip  pnrcbaM  iaconlrar  Ibt  liberty  aflhk  tos^^^Omactf  MnitUr^  vol.  xtik  ^  561.] 
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town  for  a  year  and  a  day«    This  act  continued  for  many  ages  to 
form  a  part  of  the  municipal  laws  of  the  borough.^ 

The  foreign  commerce  of  Aberdeen  in  this  aera  was  carried  on 
chiefly  by  means  of  vessels  belonging  to  Brabant,  Flanders,  Holland, 
and  other  parts  of  the  continent.  In  the  middle  of  the  century 
mention  is  frequently  made  of  the  arrival  of  ships  in  the  harbour 
from  these  parts,  with  cargoes  of  grain,  maschlaw,  malt,  flax,  fruit, 
and  other  commodities,  for  the  merchants  of  the  town.f  The  ex- 
ports and  other  imports  seem  to  have  been  pretty  much  of  the  same 
nature  with  those  mentioned  in  the  immediate  preceding  aera.  To 
the  former  may  be  added  the  commodity  of  pickled  pork,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  exported  to  a  considerable  amount. 

When  it  is  considered,  that  money,  at  this  period^  was  scarce  in 
all  parts  a(  the  kingdom,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  conclude,  that  the 
revenue  arising  from  land,  and  other  property^  and  the  prices  of  com-* 
modities  and  provisions,  were  proportionally  small.  Accordingly  we 
find,  from  the  rental  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  community, 
the  annual  revenue  very  inconsiderable,  and,  from  the  regulations 
established  by  the  magistrates,  the  prices  of  commodities  and  provi- 
sions equally  low«  The  fine  or  composition  for  the  admission 
of  a  burgess  of  guild  amounted  only  to  13s.  4d.;  but  for  the  privilege 
of  trading  to  Dantzic,  it  was  five  merks.  These,  however,  progres- 
sively advanced  fVom  time  to  time,  according  to  the  improvement  of 
the  country,  and  the  progress  of  commerce  and  manufactures.  In 
the  reigns  of  James  I.  II.  and  III.  groat  pieces  of  silver  still  conti- 
nued to  be  issued  from  the  mint,  at  Aberdeen,  similar  to  those  in  the 
former  reigns.  They  bear,  on  the  obverse  side,  the  impression  of  Villa 
Aberden  on  the  firsts  Ahden  on  the  second,  and  Ahirden  on  the  last. 

Among 


>*ift*ttft^Mi«««»^toiBM*A«M»«rtB«* 


statute  passed  9th  October,  141 1 ;  and  it  was  also  enacted,  that  no  authority  but  that  of 
the  King,  the  Duke  of  Albany,  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  the  alderman  and  the  baillies,  should  be  re- 
gjU^edL'^^CouncU  Register,  vol.  ii.  p.  113.  150.]] 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  v.  p.  642.  644.  656. 

By  a  mtinicipal  law  of  the  borough,  a  burgess  of  guild  was  prohibited  from  trading  beyond  seas, 
unless  he  was  possessed  «f  neM^ndise  to  the  vakM  of  dOs.  under  the  petiatejr  ef  fiv«  mxA^  He 
was  also  enjoined  to  bring  hone  .two  tana  of  goods  for  each  thsee  sacks  exported ;  and  so  la  pro« 
portion  to  the  value  of  fish  and  hides.<-^C<wnci/  Register,  vol.  i.  p.  182.  vol,  v.  p.  644.3 
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Among  the  ancient  customs  of  the  citizens  may  be  mentioned 
that  of  covering  up  their  fires  at  sun-set,  in  summer,  and  at  eight  or 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  in  winter,  on  tlie  ringing  of  the  bell  which  was 
called  the  couvre-feu,  or  curfew.  This  custom  is  said  to  have  been 
originally  introduced  into  England  by  William  the  Conqueror,  and 
perhaps  it  foimd  its  way  into  Scotland  soon  afterwards.  The  custom, 
however,  prevailed  at  an  early  period  in  almost  every  considerable 
royal  borough.*  It  might  be  considered  as  a  prudent  precaution 
against  accidental  fires,  which,  in  those  times,  were  not  unfrequently 
attended  with  disastrous  consequences.  To  this  day  the  curfew  bell 
continues  to  announce  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock  at  night,  although 
the  original  purpose  of  it  is  not  now  generally  known.  The  bells  of 
the  church  and  tolbpoth  were  rung  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  the  common  cryer,f  or  town  drummer,  peranibulated  the  streets 
with  his  drum  at  an  early  hour,  probably  for  the  same  prudent  pur- 
poses. These  customs  were  strictly  observed  in  Aberdeen  for  many 
ages,  but  some  of  them  are  now  fallen  into  disuse. 

The  holiday  of  Sabbath  was  ordained  by  the  convocation  of  the 
clergy  at  Perth,  in  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Lyon,  to  com- 
mence on  Saturday,  at  noon ;  and,  till  Monday,  all  profane  work  was 
prohibited.  J  But  this  sacred  interval  appears  to  have  been  devoted 
as  much  to  secular  purposes,  and  to  recreation,  as  to  religious  duties. 
Fairs  and  markets  were  held  in  the  town  on  this  day,  under  the  au- 
thority of  royal  charters.  The  booths  (shops)  were  kept  open  on 
Sabbath,  and  provisions  were  sold  in  the  public  market ;  §  while  the 
citizens  practised  archery,  and  their  games  and  amusements,  on  this 
day,  and  on  other  holidays,  a  custom  which  is  still  common  in  many 
parts  of  the  continent.  These  violations  of  the  Sabbath  were,  how- 
ever, in  the  progress  of  time,  repressed  by  municipal  laws,  the  penalty 
of  infringement  being  generally  a  pound  of  wax,  for  supporting  the 
expence  of  lighting  or  repairing  the  parish  church  of  St.  Nicholas.  || 

Miracle 


*  Dr.  Henry's  History  of  Britain,  voL  vL  p.  353.— Leges  Burgorum,  c,  8& 
t  Leges  Burgorum,  c.  76*  X  Spottiswood,  p.  41.«-Boetius,  lib.  13* 

f  Coundl  Register^  vol.  y.  p.  745.  ||  Ibid,  vol  vi.'^p.  758. 
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Miracle  plays,  or  mysteries,  were  very  common  in  many  places  of 
Scotland,  as  well  as  in  England,  in  the  age  of  popery.  Being  the 
first  and  earliest  of  modern  dramatic  exhibitions,  they  were  per- 
formed originally  in  churches  and  monasteries,  afterwards  in  the  open 
air,  on  some  spot  calculated  to  show  the  performance  to  the  greatest 
advantage.  Bude  and  even  ridiculous  as  they  might  now  appear  to 
be,  they  were  interesting  and  instructive  to  our  ancestors ;  they  had 
a  tendency  to  soften  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  to  teach  the 
great  truths  of  Christianity  to  many  who  could  not  read  the 
holy  scriptures.  *  These  mysteries,  or  religious  exhibitions,  were  ori- 
ginally under  the  direction  of  the  monks  and  the  clergy,  f  who  were 
the  actors ;  and  to  whom  the  people  were  probably  indebted  for  their 
introduction  into  Scotland.  In  Aberdeen,  however,  they  appear  at 
an  early  period  to  have  been  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  two 

N  personages, 


*  ''  The  miracle  plays  frequently  required  the  introduction  of  allegorical  characters^  such  as  Cha- 
rity, Sin,  Death,  Hope,  Faith,  or  the  like;  and  as  the  common  poetry  of  the  times,  especially  among 
the  French,  began  to  deal  much  in  allegory,  at  length  plays  were  formed  entirely  consisting  of  such 
personifications.-*They  were  called  Moralities.  Mysteries  were  totally  destitute  of  invention  or 
plan ;  they  tamely  represented  stories,  according  to  the  letter  of  scripture,  or  the  respective  le- 
gend."—t^-  Warlm's  History  rf  Ancient  Ef^luh  Poetry,  voL  i.  p.  202.] 

These  plays  cannot  be  traced  from  an  earlier  date,  in  Scotland,  than  the  reign  of  King  James  I. 
Buchanan  mentions,  in  his  Hist  Ber.  Soot.  ssEOxaig  other  matters  regarding  the  church  in  his  reign, 
^'  Certoque  psalmorum  penso,  et  nunc  altemis  versibus  contendentes  nunc  dioros  inter  actus  ad  hi« 
bentes  tmgcedise  spedem  exhibebant,  quae  Christi  morte  imaginaria  claudebatur."*— [^B.  z.  s.  59.] 

t  **  In  early  ages,  trade  was  principally  carried  on  by  means  of  fairs,  which  lasted  several  days. 
The  merchants,  who  frequented  these  fairs  in  numerous  caravans,  or  companies,  employed  every  art 
to  draw  the  people  together.  They  were  accompanied  by  jugglers,  minstrels,  and  buffoons.  When 
few  large  towns  existed,  no  public  spectacles,  or  popular  amusements,  were  established ;  and  as  the 
sedentary  pleasures  c^  domestic  life  were  yet  unknown^  the  fair  time  was  the  season  for  diversion. 
By  degrees,  the  clergy  observing  that  these  entertainments  made  the  people  less  religious,  proscribed 
these  sports,  and  excommunicated  the  performers.  But,  finding  that  no  regard  was  paid  to  their 
.censures,  they  changed  their  plan,  and  determined  to  take  these  recreations  into  their  own  hands. 
They  turned  actors,  and,  instead  of  profane  mummeries,  presented  stories  taken  from  legends,  or  the 
Bible.  This  was  the  origin  of  sacred  dramas.  Gregory  Nazianzen,  an  archbishop,  one  of  the  fa« 
thers  of  the  church,  wrote  many  sacred  dramas  for  this  purpose,  one  of  which,  called  Christos 
Toichon,  or  Chrisfs  Passion,  is  still  extant.  In  process  of  time  the  clergy  were  prohibited  from  per- 
forming, in  a  secular  and  mercenary  capacity,  in  these  dramas ;  and  the  people  themselves,  in  due 
time,  became  the  peiformer8."^^affoii,  vol.  i.  p.  241.  vol.  ii.  p.  S6Q.  374.  note,"} 
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personages,  styled  **  The  Abbot  and  Prior  of  Bon- Accord ;^' *  who  were 
represented  by  two  young  citizens,  probably  sons  of  contiectiontj  of 
some  of  the  magistrates,  in  whom  the  nomination  to  thesef  popular 
offices  was  rested.  The  salary  which  wa»  anneiced  to  them  for  sup* 
porting  their  charges  was  generally  five  tnerks,f  or  the  fines  of  Htlmis^ 
sion  of  two  burgesses  of  guild ;  but  it  was  iricffeAsed  froni  time  to  fimei 
according  to  the  addition  which  Was  liiade  to  such  fifies.  The  ear- 
liest exhibition  of  this  ki<id  occtitring  in  the  recof  d  is  the  play  Of  the 
«  ilalyblude/'  wliicih  wds  perfofftidd,  in  the  year  1440,  ut  thef  Wind^ 
millhill,  under  the  direction  of  the  abbot  atid  prior  of  Bbn^Aecord. 
The  expence  on  this  occasion  beifig  five  merfes,  tras  defrayed  in  th6 
manner  above-itieiltioii^.  Iil  the  yeat  147ft  We  find  fltmotinced,  on 
the  feast  of  Corpus  ChYisti,  a  sirtiilaf  pitfy,  whicfe  Wfts  Atteraled  with  the 
like  e^tpence.  %  The  record  is  silelit  OA  thi  particulars  of  these  plays, 
but  probably  they  represented  some  of  the  most  interesting  scenes  in 
the  passion  of  our  Saviour ;  and  perhaps  those  of  the  higher  class  of 
the  citizens  may  have  been  the  principal  performers.  §    From  these 

sources, 


.♦>  — .  ^.»  ■ . «.  #  ■  -.». 


*  These  characters  bore  some  analogy  to  the  abbot  of  Misrule^  known  in  England  in  the  time  of 
King  Henry  VIL  or  they  were  more  probably  borrowed  from  France.  "  In  the  French  towna  there 
was  L'Abbe  de  Liesse,  who  was  elected  from  the  burgesses  by  the  magistrates,  and  was  the  director 
of  all  their  public  shews.  Among  his  numeifous  mock  officers  were,  a  h^raM,  And  a  tfOltre  dlioteL 
In  the  city  of  Auxerre  he  was  especially  concerned  t&  stiperint«Ad  Ae  play.  Which  WAg  attmally 
acted  on  quinquagesima  Sunday."— tfTrtrfoff,  voi.  i.  p.  ^59-  voi.  ii.  p.  SSL  tlote.J 

f  Equal  to  about  L.5  6s.  Tjd.  sterling. 

J  Council  Register,  vol.  iv.  p.  403.  vol.  vi.  p.  591- 

§  <'  In  the  yea)r  1110,  Gebffirey,  a  learned  Norman,  was  invited  from  tlie  universily  of  Paria,  t* 
superintend  the  direction  of  th^  school  of  the  Abbey  o£  St.  Dunstable,  wh^re  he  conaqpoeed  a  play, 
called  the  play  of  Saint  Catharine,  which  was  acted  by  his  sc^olam 

*<  In  the  year  1^98,  on  the  feast  of  Petttecost,  and  iht  two  following  holiday?,  the  rqwrfebtaflifattioft 
of  the  Play  of  Christ,  that  h,  ot  his  passiott,  tesikrrectmn,  a8cehirfofei>  ju^s^ttiettt,  aftd  the  uh^felt  efthe 
Holy  Ghost,  was  performed  by  the  dergy  of  Civita  VecchiA,  ift  cvria  dottiiAi  pOtit^dieb  Attstrift  ei- 
vitatis  honorifice  et  laudabiliter. 

"  In  the  year  1398  some  citizens  of  Paris  met  at  Saint  Maur  to  play  the  Passicm  of  Christ  The 
magistrates  of  Paris,  alarmed  at  this  novelty,  published  an  ordonAance,  prcJiibiting  them  to  repre- 
sent aucuns  jeaux  de  personages  soii  de  vie  de  Saints  ou  autrement,  without  a  royal  licence,  which  was 
soon  afterwards  obtained.  In  the  year  1 486,  at  Anjou,  L.IO  Were  paid  towards  supporting  the  charges 
of  acting  the  Passion  of  Christ,  which  was  represented  by  masks.  The  chaplains  of  Abbeville,  in  the  year 
1455,  gave  L.4  10s.  to  the  players  of  the  Passion."— £Jrarto»,  voL  i.  //.  JKssertatian,  p.  4S»  246. 249-3 


AKNAL8   OF   i^B£RD££K.  91 

sources,  some  ^ajasient  views  mfiy  he  discovered  of  the  origin  and 
the  progress  of  the  amodern  drtupa.  In  process  of  time,  such  reli- 
gious exhibUijOiis  became  secular  amusements,  and  profane  subjects 
were  i^troduj^ed  as  the  favourite  topics  of  plays,  which  were  per- 
fanned  by  th^e  dytizens.  These  recreaiticms,  it  would  seem,  had  been 
too  frequently  practise<} ;  for  tjiey  were  afterwards  ordained,  by  the 
magistrates,  to  be  restricted  to  certai^L  days  of  the  year,  namely,  the 
•ann&v«ersary  of  Saint  iNTicholas,  the  tutelary  saint  of  the  borough,* 
the  Sundays  of  May,  ai^d  to  other  such  festival  days,  f  On  these  oc- 
casions the  citizens,  dressed  in  their  gayest  array,  assembled  at  the 
Woolmanhill  and  Playfield,  J  where  they  received  the  abbot  and  prior 
of  Son-Accord  $  with  pompous  ceremony.     These  personages,  and 

N  2  their 


*  3d  NoVEMBEHj   1504. 

«'  It  10  statat  and  ordaind,  and  for  aot  ppetnalentefek,  fiur  theuphald  ofj^eatddiit  and  laudabile 
conauetud  uait  in  fis  Inirght,  pa0t  memo?  of  man,  in  ye  baaa^  of  our  glorious  patronn  Saint  Ni« 
cholace.  That  all  personiB,  burges  sonnya,  marchand  men^and  lioneBt  abill  ccaftismen,  of  euy  craftis, 
addresB-tbaoie  to  rid  one  Sax^ct  Nicholace  day,  all  tyme9  to  cum,  in  yar  best  abiliamet  cqnveient  for 
ye  said  x^d  ip  watter  dokkis  yax  vinast  wedis  siclike  as  bas  .bene  usit  afor  tymes  qul^en  yai  are  war- 
nit  be  pe  pveQt,  bailaeis,  pr  uyia,  quhilkis  yai  sal  be  affixt  to  rid  with  be  ye  towne.  And  gif  ony 
Jyqrgesy.or  bqrgea  soimys,  havand  fakis  of  watteris,  fischeings,  landis,  or  pesionn,  or  ony  profit  ci 
^  tO[min>  ab^  to.i^d,  beand.warxut  ]>arto,  ^d  will  nocht  rid,  and  bin  coujct  yjntill  for  iobedience, 
.be  ane  s^orpe.aasiss,  sall.^e  J>ar  said  tnkkis  of  watters,  fischeings,  landis,  pensionis,  or  proffit,  y^ 
yai  have  of  ye  town,  and  be  sedudit  and  removit  yarfra  foreve  w^  out  ressonabill  causes  schawin,  to 
ye  pvest  and  bailaies  for  ye  tyme,  ]y^  it  be  understandin  be  thame  ye  said  causs  is  ressonabill,  and  to 
he  Mhuittit,  y^  yai  may  not  c5uenlie  rid  for  fe  )udd  ^caus.  And  elikuiss  all  uther  marcband  men, 
cralUsmen,  &  firem?,  untakkit,  abill  to  rid,  andbeis  warnit  elikiiiAs  be  ye  pvest  or  bailaies,  and  dis* 
Bobies  &  oontempms,  sal  pay  xxs.  to&nct  Nidiolace  work,  to  be  iMsd  in  pane  off  brekin  of  oomone 
ordinance,  and  aucht  schilLingis  to  ye  bailzeis  unlaw,  unforgevin,  w^out  lauchfuU  impediment,  as  said 
is.  And  ^is  statut  to  be  observit  and  kepit  iviolablie.all  tymes  to  cum/'— [Co«iict7  Register,  voL 
▼iii*  p-  397-  828.3 

t  Council  Register,  voL  axi  p.  388. 

%  The  low  ground  on  the  west  ride  of  the  Infirmary.— {[GorcIoiiV  Map  of  Aberdeen,  1661.2 

§  In  a  poem  entitled  **  Propemticon  Charitum  Abredonensium,"  composed  by  David  Wedder* 
:bani,  Miaiter  of  the  Grammar  School  of  Aberdeen,  at  the  desire  of  the  magistrates,  in  1617^  on  the 
dictum  of  King  James  VL  to  Scotland,  and  for  which  he  received  a  gratuity  of  50  merks,  ||  tlie%>k 
kming  passages  occur,  which  show  the  veneration  which  our  ancestors  entertained  for  "  Bon^ Accord :" 

^  "  Scilicet  his  placuit  Bona  sic  Cordaniia  (nostrse  ^ 

Lemma  urbis)  nostris  adscript!  ad  dvibus  omen 

I  Coimcil  B^iiilcr,  voL  xItUL  p.  529. 
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their  train  of  attendants,  mounted  on  steeds,  afterwards  proceeded  in 
parade  through  the  streets  of  the  town.  The  remainder  of  the  day- 
was  devoted  to  mirth  and  festivity ;  to  dancing ;  and  to  the  exhibi- 
tion of  games,  farces,  and  plays  ;*  concluding  with  a  banquet,  which 
appears  to  have  been  not  unfrequently  attended  with  tumult  and 
disorder.  To  be  absent,  however,  on  these  festivals,  was  an  offence 
which  was  punished  with  forfeiture  of  the  oflfender's  lease,  if  he  held 
such  of  the  community,  or  with  a  pecuniary  fine,  to  be  applied  for 
the  expence  either  of  the  lights  or  repairs  of  Saint  Nicholas  Church,  f 

In 


Firment,  jam  leges  Fatorum  posoere,  gentem 
Utraque  ut  auspiciis  gens  his  coalescat  in  unam. 

''  Namque^  ut  nos  hilares  sofida  inter  gaudia  noctes^ 
Egerimus,  testes  vestro  hoc  damore  secundo 
Qus  firemuere  viae,  Bon- Accord,  Abredimia  testis 
Testes  tot  choreas  Bacchi  inter  pocula  kete." 


In  the  life  qf  Bishop  Patrick  Forbes,  prefixed  to  his  ''  Considerationes  modestSB  et  pacificse  con« 
troversiarum,  de  justificatione,  purgatorio,  invocatione  Sanctorum,  et  Christo  meditatore  eucharist^-* 
London,  1658,"  reference  is  made  to  this  ancient  institution.  **  Redux  autem  (bono  cum  Deo)  fac« 
tus,  quam  clero  gratus,  quam  amicis  charus,  quam  omnibus  expectatus  advenit !  Consul  senatusque 
Abredonensis  omnibus  humanitatis  officiis  complectuntur,  et  juxta  Bonos  Concordke  pristinam  con- 
suetudinem,  ad  testandum  tarn  eximio  viro,  concivis  filio,  faeliciter  redud  benevolentiam  munidpem 
creant." 

*  By  this  time  the  exhibition  of  moralities,  ballads,  firces,  and  plays,  was  in  high  vogue  waumg 
the  people  of  Scotland.  A  morality  was  played  at  the  marriage  of  King  James  V.  with  the  Princess 
Margaret,  in  1503.    Sir  David  Lindsay,  in  his  "  Complaynt  of  the  Papingo,"  says  :-— 

''  And  in  the  court  bene  present  in  their  dayis 
That  ballatis  brevis,  lustally  and  htyis, 
Quhilks  to  our  princis  daylie  thay  do  present 
Quho  can  say  more  than  Schir  James  higlis  says 
In  ballatis,  fanis,  and  in  plesand  playisi!" 

WarUm,  toLiL  ^.  279*  820, 

Probably  these  games,  farces,  and  plays,  exhibited  by  the  young  dtizens,  may  have  been  of  this 
description ;  or  perhaps  they  may  have  exhibited  something  of  the  same  nature,  borrowed  from  the 
English  romances,  such  as  the  Decameron  of  Boccado,  and  other  works  of  the  same  kind.. 

t  Council  Raster,  voL  viL  p.  800* 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century^  these  lords  of  Bon- 
Accord  assumed  the  characters  of  Robin  Hood  and  Little  Johtiy* 
two  bold  adventurers,  who  lived  in  England  in  the  twelfth  century ; 
and  are  commemorated  in  entertaining  songs  and  tales,  for  their  pre- 
datory excursions  and  daring  exploits*  While  exhibiting  their 
games,  in  these  new  characters,  they  and  their  attendants  were  ap- 
parelled in  green  clothes,  with  yellow  bows  and  brass  arrows.  But 
these  ancient  games,  dances,  farces,  and  plays,  often  had  a  tendency 
to  engender  irregularities  among  the  citizens ;  they  were  attended  with 
unnecCTsary  expences  to  the  lords  of  Bon-Accord,  who  vied  with  each 
other  in  their  sixmptuous  banquets  on  Senzie  d^^f  the  first  Sunday 
of  May,  and  the  Tuesday  after  Pasche,  being  the  ordinary  days  ap- 
propriated for  these  exhibitions ;  and,  at  length,  the  people  having  be- 
come weary  of  such  recreations  and  amusements,  they  appear  to 
have  gradually  declined. :[;     . 

There 


*  CoimcQ  Register^  voL  viiL  p.  828.  89.  118^.--Jaine80Ei'8  Diction,  vpce  Waitbmaxu 

17tli  NpvEMJWR,  1508. 

''  The  said  diQr  tbe  provwst^  baiktes^  ootmsaiU^  &;  jMtnitie  of  ye  sead  htxrgh,  repreaenUnd  tl^e  haiH 
body  of  the  samyne^  wamit  be  the  hand  bell^  8f  drcualie  inquerit^  ale  in  ane  voice  concordant  riplie 
avisit  for  ye  auld  rit  and  lovabile  constietud  of  ye  said  burgh  usit  and  perseverit  all  tymes  bigane 
past  memor  of  man,  in  ye  honor  <^  far  glorious  patronn  Saint  Nicholace,  statut  and  ordaint  y^  all 
personis,  bulges,  nichbours,  and^  inhabitans,  bui^ges  sonnys,  habill  to  rid,  to  decor  and  hono^  ye 
towne  in  far  array,  pvenajit  faito,  sail  rid  w^  Robert  Huyd  and  Litile  Johne,  quhilk  was  callit  yers 
bj^past  Abbot  and  Prior  of  Bon  Acord,  one  euy  Saint  Nicholas  day,  throw  the  towne,  as  use  and 
wont  has  bene,  quhen  fai  war  womit''  be  ye  said  Robert  Huyd  or.  Litile  Tohnne,  or  ony  ane  of 
tbamei  And  gif  ony  aum,  haSmd  tak  of  wattis,  fischings,  landis>  pr  ony  penslonn,  or  pffit  of  ye 
towne,  habile  to  rid,  beans  wamit  be  ye  saidis  Robert  Huyd  or  litile  Johnne  forsaid,  and  willnocht 
lyd,  and  bin  ^vikit  yintill  be  ane  suome  assisa  of  ye  said  buigh,  sail  tyne  yar  tak,  pensionis,  and 
profits,  y^  y&i  have  of.  ye  said  burgh,  &  sail  be  secludit,  removit,  &  utirlie  expellit,  fra  ale  tak^ 
pensionis,  pffits,  quhatsumev  yai  have  of  ye  said  burgh  in  tyme  to  cum,  w^out  reasonable  causs 
flchawin  &  pponit  to  ye  pvoist,  baihseis,  counsaill,  Robene  and  Litile  Johnne,  obefor,  and  be  consi- 
dit  be  thame  to  be  lauchfiill  impediment  and  excuss  quharthrow  y&i  my^  not  rid.  And  the  personis 
havand  na  tak  of  ye  said  burgh,  bean  wamit  be  the  said  Robert  Huyd  or  Litile  Johnne,  &  will  no^ 
rid,  sail  pay  zx  schillings  to  Sanct  Nicholace  work,  Sc  viiis.  to  ye  bailzeis,  unlaw  unforgevin."— 
[XJauncU  RegiHer,  voL  viii.  p.  899.  IIS2.3 

t  It  signifies  such  a  procession,  in  honour  of  the  Saints,  as  is  common  in  popish  countries,  when 
their  images  are  carried  through  the  streets.     Pasche  signifies  Easter.  , 

X  Alex.  Scott,  in  his  *'  Gratulatioun  of  the  Moneth  rfMay*'  a  poem  written  in  the  middle  of  the 
l6th  centuxy,  expresses  his  regret  that  these  games  should  have  lost  their  ancient  splendour  :— 
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There  were  rarious  other  playB  a^  pageants,  both  secular  and 
scriptural,  exhibited  towards  the  close  of  tibe  fifteenth,  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  sixteenth  centuries,  by  Abe  artififcers,  peculiar  to 
themselves*  These  consisted  of  processions  of  the  jurtificers  tibrou^ 
the  streets  of  the  lown,  on  Candlenias  day,  lOn  the  feast  of  Corpus 
Christi,  and  on  other  festivals,  with  pi^geants  and  banners,  which  were 
displayed  by  the  several  corporations,  bearing  the  emblems  of  their 
respective  tutelary  saints.  The  members,  exhibiting  the  badges  of 
their  occupations,  walked  in  pairs ;  and  the  whole  was  concluded  with  a 
xeUgious  or  «eoular  drama,  in  honour  of  the  occasion*  £very  corpocaf- 
tion,  on  the  feasts  of  Corpus  Chmti,  of  Pasche,and  of  the  Kesuraection, 
and  on  other  festivals,  iwas  orequired  to  provide  splendid  wax  .tc»x^es, 
for  decorating  the  churdst  in  the  oelebration  of  >bigh  mass.* 

The  litsters  (dyers)  seemed,  at  an  early  period,  to  have  regarded 
themselves  as  superior  in  rank  to  the  artificers,  and  were  jealous  of  the 
precedence  assumed  by  the  burgesses  of  guilds  with  whom  they  con- 
ceived that  they  had  the  privilegeto  minglein  their  secular  amusements 
and  exhibitions,  as  was  the  practice  in  Edinburgh,  in  place  of  sup- 
porting characters  in  the  scriptural  dramas  and  pageants  exhibited  by 
the  artificers.  But  this  assumption  of  privilege  was  denied  them  by 
the  magistrates  in  the  year  15S9.  Having  persisted  in  asserting  what 
they  considered  to  be  their  ingbt,  it  was  found  that  they  .had  incur- 
red the  usual  penalty  of  eight  shillings,  for  contravening  the  muni^ 
cipal  law.  They  were  ordained  to  provide  in  future  their  banners 
and  pageants  in  the  processions  wid  plays,. on  ^e  festivals  of 'Coipus 
Christi  and  Candlemas,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  craftsmen, 
to  which  they  reluctantly  submitted,  f    The  artififcers  in  general,  it 

would 


*f  In  May,  qiihen  men  jried  evericfaone^ 
With  RobeneHoid  and  Litta  John, 

To  bring  in  bcm^ .^ndbirben bolgrius. 
Now  all  sic  game  ia  fiutlings  gone. 

Bat  gif  it  be  amanga  dowjn  Jtobbjma." 

Dr.  iKvif^tS  Uvtf  qfihe  SooUish  JP^efc  ,«*rf.  j.  jx  J8 12. 
•  Council  R^gister^  voL  vi  p.  gqo.  voL.iz.  jp.  177. 

t  -CoiHwiliBiCigteflr^  veLjiyi.  p.  fSl. 

These 
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would  geenif  li^d,  ercn  prerious  to  the  reforwiation,  lost  all  fancy 
for  representations  of  this  nature ;  and  the  churchy  soon  after,  pro* 

hibited 


These  pageants  and  dramas  were  regiiiBted  by  acts  and  ordinances  of  die  magistrates  and  town 
comdL  The  earliest  of  themiippears  in  the  year  144%,  and  the  pageants  anddnttnaflds  persons  are 
represented  as  follows  :— 

«'  Curia  Gilde  tent  p  JoH  de  Marr  ppoitu  scda  die  mefo  Septembris^  anno  1 442. 

"  Yir  craftes  undwfitiQ  aai  lynd  y^y,  in<  ye  offered  of  oar  Lady  al  Cadiksis,  yir  psonnes  und^ 

writin ;  yat  is  to  u»y  " 

Ye  Littistares  sal  fynd 

Ye  emprioor,  and  twa  doctours^  and  alsmony  honeste  squiares  as  yai  may. 

Ye  Smythes  and  Hammen  sal  fynd 
Ye  three  kings  of  Cuhme,  and  alsmony  honeste  squiares  as  yai  may 

Ye  Takoures  sal  fynd 
Our  I/ady^  Sancte  Bride>  Sancte  Helene,  Joseph,  &  alsmony  squiares  as  yai  may. 

Ye  Skynares  sal  fynd 
Twa  bischopes,  four  angeles,  and  alsmony  honeste  squiares  as  yai  may. 

Ye  Webstares  and  Walkares  sal  fynd 
Symion,  and  his  fismpies,  and  alsmony  honeste  squiares,  &c. 

Ye  Cofdonaires  sal  fynd 
Ye  messyngeai;  and  Moysee,  and  alsmony  hMmeste  squiares^  &c. 

Ye  Fleschowares  sal  fynd 
Twa  Of  fsnif  wodmeiiv  Mod  alsaseny  hcmesle  dqaiareS)  &c. 

Ye  Brethir  of  ye  09de  sat  fynd 
Ye  knygiites  in  hamace,  and  squiares  honest^  arayt,  &a 

Ye  Baxstars  sal  fynd 
The  menscndisy  and  alsmony  honest  squiares  as  yai  niaiy." 

CouneU  Register,  vol.  r.  p.  66l. 

In  the  year  XSOS,  we  find  another  of  these  pageants,  preparatory  to  the  offering  of  the  "  Play,  in 
honour  of  God,  and'  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary.'*     The  dramatis  personse  were  regulated  as  follows  :-— 

Tkn  Cr^^Umin , furnishing.... ...The  Pageants 

Th$  CerdmUners  The  Messhig 

Th$  WebaUr4  amd  WauUterM Symeon 

The  SmUki  and  GMfmkks  Three  Kin^i  of  Cullane* 

The  LUUen  The  Emperor 

TheMueiM  The  three  Kni^^ts 

The  TaiUri  Oiff  Lady  of  Su  Bride  and  St.  Helen 

^  TA€  SAmners  ,^..,.  The  f wo  bisbops. 

In 

*  TKt  thrta  king!  of  Csloga  tftw  ifcs  laaject  ef  aa  ssclsaf  Metikal  RomtiiM,  wbSA  ?•  to  bs  ftnmd  cmoiii;  the  H«r* 
Ictao  Manuscripts.  But  pageanu  weft  often  nothing  mora  than  a  dum\\  shew,  onaecompsQled  with  any  kind  of  intflrlocution. 

"  And  the  thre  kinget,  with  all  their  company,  •'  Widi  thir  presentesp  and  giftea  misticall* 

^  Their  crownes  glistening  bright  and  oriently,  "  All  thisbebelde  I  in  picture  on  the  wall." 

In  the  tspeitry  of  llie  Tower  of  Lononf  there  ate  recited,  among  other  itoriea,  the  three  kinga  of  Cologne.     These  cba^ 
rictcra  were  generally  introduced  in  some  procetaion  on  the  natlfity.— [  ITarton,  vol,  i.  p.  210.  vol,  il.  p.  174.  note,'] 


96  ANNALS   OF   ABBRDEBV. 

hibited  plays  from  being  acted  upon  any  subject  in  the  canonical 
scriptures,  or  any  play  to  be  performed  on  Sunday.     Meanwhile  the 

games 


In  the  year  153^,  another  drama,  which  is  partly  scriptural^  partly  l^;endary,  is  particularly 
mentioned;  and  was  enjoined  to  be  performed,  by  the  artificers,  on  Corpus  Christi  and  Candlemas 
festivals,  in  ''  honour  of  God,  and  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary."  The  dramatis  personae  were  repre- 
sented as  follows  :— 

The  JYefAer^......^.........................iumishiDg....-...M...........St.  Sebastian,  and  his  Tormentors 

The  Barbers  ........  St  Laurence,  and  his  Tormentors 

The  Skinners  and  Furriers  ........  St.  Stephen,  and  his  Tormentors 

The  Cordfvainers  ........  St  Martin 

The  Tailors  ........  The  Coronation  of  our  Lady 

The  Litsiers  St  Nichoks 

The  Webstersy  the  Waulkers,  and  Bonnet  Makers         St  John 
The  Baxters  ........  St.  George   . 

The  Wrights,  the  Masons,  the  Slaters,  and  the  Coopers  The  Resurrection 

The  Hammermen*.,..., ........to  Aunish.......... The  bearmen  of  the  Cniss 

The  Sacrament. 

CouncU  Register,  voL  viii.  p.  186.  voL  ziii.  p.  160. 

However  singular  these  may  now  i^ypear,  in  the  preeoit  enlightened  age,  it  is  certain  our  ances* 
tors  intended  no  sort  of  impiety  by  these  exhibitions ;  neither  did  the  actors  or  the  spectators  see 
any  impropriety  in  the  scenery :  and  what  i^pears  to  us  to  be  the  highest  burlesque,  on  them  would 
have  made  no  sort  of  impression :  nor  are  we  oititled  to  view  them  in  the  light  of  buffooneries.  The 
people  scarce  knew  any  other  history  than  that  of  their  religion.  Even  in  England,  on  such  an  oc- 
casion as  the  triumphant  entry  of  a  king  or  queen  into  the  city  of  London,  or  other  places,  the  pa« 
geants  were  almost  entirely  scripturaL 

A  pky  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  was  exhibited  at  Chester,  in  the  year  1527^  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  that  dty,  in  the  following  manner : — "  The  fall  of  Lucifer,  by  the  Tanners :  The  Creatum, 
by  the  Drapers :  The  Deluge,  by  the  Dyers :  Abraham,  Melchisedech,  and  Lot,  by  the  Barbers :  3f o- 
ses,  Balak,  and  Balaam,  by  the  Cappers :  The  Salutation  and  Naiimty,  by  the  Wrights :  The  Shep» 
herds  feeding  their  focks  by  night,  by  the  Painters  and  Glaziers :  The  three  Kings,  by  the  Vintners : 
The  Oblation  of  the  three  Kings,  by  the  Mercers :  The  killing  of  the  Innocents,  by  the  Goldsmiths: 
The  Purification,  by  the  Blacksmiths:  The  Temptation,  hyihe  Butchers:  The  Last  Supper,  by  the 
Bakers :  The  Blind  Men  and  Lazarus,  by  the  Glovers :  Jesus  and  the  Lepers,  by  the  Corvesarys : 
Chrisfs  Passion^  by  the  Bowyers,  Fletchers,  and  Ironmongers :  Descent  into  Hell,  by  the  Cooks  and 
Innkeepers :  The  Resurrection,  by  the  Skinners :  The  Ascension,  by  the  Tailors :  The  election  of  St. 
Mathias,  sending  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  S^.  by  the  Fishmongers :  Antechrist,  by  the  Clothiers :  Day  qf 
Judgment,  by  the  Websters.  The  reader  will  perhaps  smile  at  some  of  these  combinations.  This  is 
the  substance  and  order  of  the  former  part  of  the  play  :^-God  enters,  creating  the  world-*he 
breathes  life  into  Adam,  leads  him  into  paradise,  and  opens  his  side  while  sleeping. — ^Adam  and  Eve 
appear  naked,  and  not  ashamed^'^aid  the  old  serpent  enters,  lamenting  his  fidl— he  converses  with 
Eve— -she  eats  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  gives  part  to  Adam.— -They  propose,  according  to  the 
stage  direction,  to  make  themselves  subligacula  afoHis  quibus  tegamus  pude?tda^-<oyer  their  naked- 
ness with  leaves,  and  converse  with  God-«i>God's  curse— the  serpent  exit,  hissing-— they  are  driven 
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games  of  Robin  Hood  and  Little  Johuj  Abbot  of  Unreason^  Queens 
of  May ^  and  all  such  games,  were  repressed,  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
tm'e,  in  the  year  1565.  * 

Among  the  religious  ceremonies  which  were  observed  in  the  age 
of  popery  and  superstition,  may  be  mentioned,  the  weekly  prayers  on 
Monday,  for  the  souls  of  the  dead.  A  priest,  who  was  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  announced  the  ceremony  publicly,  by  ringing  a  bell 
through  the  streets  ;f  and  one  of  the  bells  of  the  church  was  rung  at 
noon,  and  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  for  all  Christian  souls,  ac- 
cording to  use.  J  The  inferior  clergy  were  so  numerous,  that  many 
of  the  more  respectable  citizens,  and  each  corporation,  or  profession, 
in  the  town,  had  a  chaplain,  for  performing  divine  service  in  the  pa- 
rish church  of  Saint  Nicholas,  at  their  own  peculiar  altar  or  chantrie, 
dedicated  to  some  particular  Saint.  Sir  Alexander  Gray,  chaplain  of 
St.  Crispin's  and  Crispinian's  chantrie,  by  his  compact  with  the  cord* 
wainers,  in  the  year  1494,  had  the  small  emolument  of  forty  shillings 
yearly  for  his  services ;  but  he  received  his  diet,  during  the  week, 
from  seven  of  the  wealthiest  of  them,  alternately;  which  circumstance 
exhibits  an  interesting  picture  of  the  simplicity  of  the  age.  The  priest, 
however,  appears  not  to  have  been,  at  all  times,  a  welcome  guest  at  the 
table  of  his  hosts ;  for  he  had  occasion  to  complain  to  the  baiUies, 
that  the  cordwainershad  not  performed  the  conditions  of  his  service. 
An  order  was,  therefore,  issued  to  the  deacons  of  the  corporation 
to  distrain  the  goods  of  those  who  had  failed  in  the  performance  of 
the  agreement,  until  they  should  show  him  that  attention  which  his  ser- 
vices merited.  §  The  dignified  clergy  enjoyed  almost  the  whole  pa- 
trimony of  the  church,  while  the  numerous  retainers  had  their  chief 
dependence  on  the  community  for  their  support.  Four  of  the 
clerks  or  chaplains,  who  officiated  daily  in  the  chxurch  of  Saint  Ni- 

o  cholas, 


from  paradise  by  four  angels,  and  the  cherabim,  with  a  flaming  sword— Adam  appears  digging  the 
ground,  and  Eve  spinnings— their  children,  Cain  and  Abel,  enter— the  former  kills  his  brother — 
Adam's  lamentation— Cain  is  banished,"  kt.^Warton,  vol.  L  p.  243.  noU.^ 

•  CouncQ  Register,  roL  i.  p.  50a 

t  For  this  solemn  service,  he  recdved  the  small  gratuity  of  L.1,  for  purchasing  a  new  coat 

t  Council  B^gister,  vol  vii  p.  910.  §  Ibid.  voL  viL  p.  660. 
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cholas^  had  the  several  districts  of  the  town  appropriated  foir  the  pay* 
ment  of  their  wages,  *  Probably  these  were  priests  who  performed  devo^* 
tional  services  for  those  of  the  community  who  had  no  ajtax  or 
chantrie  peculiar  to  themselves. 

Minstrels,  or  secular  musidans,  had  become  common  in  Scotland 
about  this  period.  They  possessed  many  privileges,  and  were  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  ranks  of  the  people,  f  Aberdeen,  like  other  towns 
of  consideration,  had  a  proportion  of  them.:]:  Their  business  was  to 
perform  favourite  pieces  of  music  t:^on  their  Instrumioits,  in  the 
course  of  their  progress  through  the  town,  every  mornings  at  an  eariy 
hour,  and  in  the  evening;  ofber  the  ringing  of  the  cnr£ew  belL  On 
ail  ceremonious  occasions  they  attended  the  magistrates;  and  the 
abbot  and  prior  of  Bon-Aocoid,  at  their  ficstiyals.  The  minstiids 
were  supported  by  the  citizens,  from  the  higher  mnks  ^f  whom  they 
received  altemat^y  their  meat  and  drink ;  and,  in  lieci  of  tbese,  one 
shilling  yearly  from  each  of  the  inferior  class :  but  diese  emolitments 
appear  to  have  been  increased  at  diffenent  periods,  aecoiding  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  times ;  for,  in  the  year  155S,  we  find  that  the 
wages  were  raised  to  2s.  f 

Games 


t  Mtnstzels  owedieir  arigia  to  tbe  Tfmiaimirr  of  Pfmeaee,  an  idk  jaid;uBMt9tladjiMt4f  tnos, 
who  took  up  axm»,  and  followed  tfaeir  barotui  to  the  .cnuades.  Th^  pUied  iipanimbedeii-eBtiaaii^ 
gant  stories,  and^  at  their  zetuxn,  enriched  romance  with  a  vadety  of  oriental  ^Menes  and  fictions. 
Bichard  I.  Whoi)egan  his  reign  hi  1199i  invited  to  his  coiul  miiistrels^  or  trotHadours,  from  France. 
Their  tdes  and  songs,  in  Jhe  time  of  EdmrdfLwefe. popular  ameiv  our«noaslers.  Tbe  ninstr^I 
profesdon  became  a  sdeiM)e,  and  Acy  jseeommflnded  thehr  stttriesbgr  giviiig  diqmlh^iidvwtige  pf 
music.  Minstrels  seem  to  have  flourished  in  these  timesj  and  they  were  often  more  anydpr  paid 
than  the  clergy.  They  found  their  way  pretty  early  to  ^Scotland ;  and  fhe  king>  nobility,  monas- 
teries, and  some  of  the  royal  boroughs,  retained  them  in  their  service.  Minstrels,  at « later  period, 
were  merely  musicians,  and  played  on  the  kettle  drum,  the  flageolet,  the  comet,  the  Latin  cittenij  the 
Bohemian  flute,  the  trumpet,  the  Moorish  dttem,  and  Mdlc-^fVarton,  voLLp.  110.  113.  181.  S44. 
—Dr.  Burner  an  AmietU  Music,  ml.  ii.  p.  S66^-«C^n*&erfam  ^iscomdi  ^  Sariimd,  vol.  i  fi.  9fi.3 

He  minstrels  of  Aberdeen  composed  a  band  of  instrumental  music;  for  mention  occurs. of  the 
iahonrine,  pipe,  JiddU,  and  trumpet. — ^Council  Register,  voL  vii.  p.  386.  voL  zi  p.  l63.  voL  xiv.  p. 
488.  505.  voL  xvL  p.  182.  vol,  xviii.  p.  440.]] 

X  Comidl  Begister,  toI.  viL  p.  386.  §  'Ibid.  t<A.  xL  p.  1<S3. 
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Games  of  chance,  it  would  seem,  had  been  pretty  early  intro* 
dnced  into  the  town,  but  being  considered  as  pernicious  to  the  morals 
of  the  citizens,  every  effort  was  made  by  the  magistrates  to  repress 
them.  In  the  year  1444,  William  White,  Sutor^  was  tried  before  the 
baillies,  and  convicted  by  a  jury,  composed  of  fifteen  citizens,  for 
permitting  players  of  cards  and  dice,  and  other  unlawful  games,  to 
frequent  his  house.  He  was  enjoined  to  prevent  such  immoral  prac- 
tices in  future,  under  the  penalty  of  banishment ;  and,  at  a  period 
subsequent  to  the  reformation,  John  Duguid  and  Gilbert  Kempt,  two 
of  the  citizens,  were  banished  for  a  similar  offence.* 

Clocks  of  metal,  for  measuring  time  and  striking  the  hours,  being 
unknown  in  Britain  till  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  they  were  not  introduced  into  Scotland  for  a 
long  period  afterwards ;  nor  were  they  common  in  the  country  at 
this  time.  In  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century  the  town  had  its 
common  clock,  or  horologe^  upon  the  tolbooth ;  and,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  subsequent  century,  a  similar  clock  was  placed  in  the 
church.  In  1467  a  person  was  appointed  by  the  town  council  mana- 
ger of  the  horaloge,  with  an  annual  salary  of  L.2  for  his  services ; 
but,  in  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  there  was  not  a  me- 
chanic in  the  town  capable  to  execute  the  ordinary  repairs  which 
these  clocks  required.  The  horologe  on  the  tolbooth  having  become 
defective,  was  sent  to  Flanders  in  order  to  be  repaired ;  and,  at  the 
distance  of  twelve  months,  it  was  returned,  probably  not  much  im- 
proved by  what  had  been  done  to  it ;  for  Friar  Alexander  Liiidsay 
was  afterwards  employed  to  make  certain  improvements  upon  it,  for 
which  he  was  to  be  allowed  five  merks,  provided  the  clock  was  made 
to  strike  correctly,  f 

In  the  early  part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  plague,  that  dread* 
All  scourge  of  the  human  race,  had  made  its  appearance  among 
the  inhabitants;  and,  towards  its  dose,  the  distemper  infested  the 
towxiy  and  c^ried  off  many  of  them,  although  every  precaution  was 

o  S  adopted 


*  Coandl  Register^  vol.  iv.  p.  386.  voL  zlii.  p.  6S^  634. 
t  Caundl  B^gister^  toL  v.  p.  778.  toL  Tiii  p.  63^. 
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adopted  by  the  magistrates  to  prevent  its  fatal  effects.  On  repeated 
occasions,  during  the  former  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  this  con- 
tagious disease  *  afflicted  the  inhabitants ;  but  we  have  been  unable 
to  collect  information  from  the  record  regarding  its  peculiar  nature,  or 
the  number  which  may  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  it  at  any  period.  When 
intelligence  was  brought  of  its  ravages  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  all 
intercourse  with  the  town  was  interdicted ;  and  the  ports  were  strictly 
guarde4  by  the  citizens,  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of  strangers.  In  the 
autumns  of  the  years  1514  and  1546  it  appears  to  have  been  unusually 
virulent ;  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  laboured  under  the  disease 
were  removed  from  the  town,  and  lodged  in  huts  erected  for  their  re- 
ception, in  the  Links,  and  at  the  GallowhiUs,  where  they  remained 
until  their  complete  recovery,  f  In  the  year  1497,  another  ma- 
lady, no  less  dreaded,  made  its  appearance  among  the  inhabitants, 
which  is  distinguished  by  the  name  of  "  the  sickness  of  Naples^  and 
infirmity  of  France.**  X  It  appears  to  have  spread,  and  become  com- 
mon among  the  inhabitants  in  the  beginning  of  the  subsequent  cen- 
tury. The  distemper  being  hitherto  unknown  in  this  quarter,  ade- 
quate surgical  aid  was  not  to  be  obtained,  and  those  who  were  unfor- 
tunately afflicted  with  it  were  abandoned  to  linger  and  await  their 
fate.  §^  Medical  knowledge  was  still  in  its  infancy  in  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  simples  being  the  only  remedies  which  were  known  by 
our  early  ancestors  for  any  disease,  atfd  the  barbers  were  yet  the  only 
surgeons.  The  first  person  we  discover  in  the  town  of  the  medical 
profession  was  Mr.  James  Cumins,  in  the  year  1503.     He  is  stiled 

mediciner; 


*  Miscelkneous  Occurrences^  p.  78.  t  Council  Register^  vol.  v.  p.  197.  ToL  viL  934.  9^ 

99s.  1068.  1105.  voL  viii.  p.  576.  vol  xi.  338.  338.  vol.  xii.  454.  707-  354. 

X  By  an  act  of  the  town  council,  whidi  passed  soon  after  its  discovery,  it  was  ordained,  ''  that 
all  patients  labouring  under  this  disease  shall  confine  themselves  to  their  own  dwellii^,  and  not 
hold  intercourse  with  the  baker,  brewer,  and  butcher;  and  all  light  women  are  charged  to  desist 
from  the  vice  and  sin  ef  venery,  and  pass  and  work  for  their  subsistence,  under  the  pain  of  a  key  of 
hot  iron  on  the  cheek,  banishment  fh)m  the  town,  and  of  having  their  booths  and  houses  scaled.'* 

The  venereal  disease  is  supposed  to  have  been  imported  into  Europe  on  the  return  of  the  cele« 

brated  Columbus  from  America,  in  1493.     It  was  brought  from  Naples,  where  it  was  prevalent,  by 

the  French  soldiers,  in  1495,  and  by  that  means  disseminated  over  every  place  in  Britain.— -|[fleiiyy> 

voL  xii.  p.  217* 

> 

§  Council  Register,  vol.  vii.  p.  797.  voL  vin.  p.  752.  754. 


ANNALS  OF  ABEBDEEN.  101 

medieiner;  and  such  was  his  importance  in  the  estimation  of  the 
community,  that  the  magistrates,  in  order  to  secure  his  residence  in 
the  town,  and  to  induce  him  to  visit  the  sick  and  prescribe  his  medi- 
cines, agreed  to  allow  him  a  salary  of  ten  merks  yearly,  until  he 
should  be  provided  of  a  half  net's  salmon  fishing  of  the  Midchingle, 
or  Fords  of  Dee,  which  was  to  be  given  him  free  of  grassum^  or  fine.* 

The  military,  in  this  age,  were  levied  in  Scotland  by  musters. 
The  town  had  not  only  its  own  quota  of  men  to  furnish,  on  every  oc- 
casion, to  the  state,  properly  equipped  for  war,  or  to  pay  money  in 
lieu  of  service,  but  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  city  against  fo- 
reign and  domestic  enemies,  all  at  the  charge  of  the  community. 
To  accustom  the  citizens  to  the  use  of  arms,  weaponshaws,  in  terms 
of  the  statutes,  were  appointed  at  certain  periods,  every  person  pro- 
viding his  own  arms,  conformable  to  his  faculty  and  degree.  Each 
burgess  of  guild  was  directed  to  provide  himself  with  a  spear,  of  five 
and  a  half  ells  in  length,  the  national  weapon,  and  also  with  a  bow 
and  target,  these  making  part  of  his  appointments,  which  he  was  re- 
quired to  h4ve  always  in  readiness  for  any  emergency ;  and  if  he 
failed  to  be  so  provided^  he  was  subjected  to  a  penalty  of  eight  shil- 
lings, f  The  earliest  regular  muster  of  the  citizens  at  the  weapon- 
shaw,  we  find  upon  the  first  of  May,  1622,  at  the  Woolmanhill,  where 
they  were  provided  with  a  palzion^  or  tent.  On  this  occasion  every 
citizen  was  armed  with  the  weapons  peculiar  to  his  rank  and  degree, 
on  his  own  expence,  no  one  being  allowed  to  borrow  eiiher  jak^  splent^ 
knapscaw^  or  any  other  military  appointment.  Seven  carts  for  the  ar- 
tillery were  furnished  at  the  expence  of  the  artificers,  and  prepared 
foT  immediate  service.  :|: 

During  this  sera  the  citizens  were  comfortably  and  decently  dressed, 
and  the  more  opulent  appear  to  have  been  extravagantly  so.  Sump- 
tuary laws  had  been  established  by  acts  of  parliament,  for  regulating 

the 


•  Council  Roister,  voL  viii.  p.  278. 

He  was  the  first  professor  of  medidne  who  was  i^ypomted  in  the  King's  College,  then  recently 
established. 

t  Comual  Rqpster^  vol  vii.  p.  741.  voL  iz.  p.  294.  t  Ibid.  voL  zL  p.  76»  1S7. 
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the  dfeSS)  both  6f  men  and  women^"^  and  for  repressing  the  extrava- 
gance of  burgesses^  their  wives  and  daughters^  in  the. royal  boroughs ; 
but  it  does  not  seem  that  these  laws  had  had  much  influence  in 
Aberdeen.  In  a  variety  of  cases  which  occurred  on  the  subject  of 
heirship^  moveables  Of  burgesses  of  guilds  we  find  the  following  arti« 
cks  of  attire,  viz.  :^^Bonnet  and  hat  j  brown  gown,  lined  with  black 
lamb-skin,  and  doublet  of  black  worsted,  with  fore  sleeves  of  black 
velvet ;  red  or  black  hose ;  jacket ;  coat  of  black  serge  ;  a  gilcot  of 
English  red,  begirded  with  black  velvet ;  a  solak ;  a  Spanish  cloak, 
watted  with  velvet.  The  ordinary  dress  appears  to  have  been  the 
gown  and  doublet,  f  The  dress  of  a  lady  was  the  ruff!,  courche^  red 
hude,  kirtle^  and  farthingale ;  and  her  ornaments  were  chiefly  of  sil* 
ver  ;  for  we  find  mention  of  ihepow  of  black  velvet,  with  the  braid 
silver  burde  head  pendice^  with  four  schethis,  for  the  head ;  and  for 
the  girdle,  the  rakkil  belt  of  silver.  The  ordinary  dress  of  the  fe* 
male  was  the  red  kirtill  and  russet  gown.:^ 

The  atmour  of  a  citizen  of  distinction  consisted  of  the  knapscaw, 
a  spear,  two-handed  sword^  bow  and  quiver  of  arrows ;  and  not  un- 
frequently  he  kept  his  horse^  equipped  with  saddle  and  bridle^  either 
for  warfare,  or  ordinary  occasions«$ 

Among  the  articles  of  household  furniture,  we  can  distinguish  the 
board  and  board  cloth,  forms  and  trests,  chairsi  almory  of  oak,  arras, 

standing 


i*fc«ari^rih^k^'hiA*fc*i«i-**«^*4 


•      it 


Hurt  na  ml  ^in  buigha  Y'  levys  be  iftdiAkidic6  bo^  gif  he  b6  a  psokie  j^Stitttt6  in  dignite^  as 
anldma,  baike,  or  vyp  gude  worthi  me^  ]^  ar  oiye  consak  of  ]ie  toi^iie,  and  tha?  wift>  wei?  dutiils 
of  silk,  nor  costly  scarlate  i  gowyns,  not  furringe  of  mertrik€  And  at  ]»ai  mak  ^^  wife  and  dochfis 
in  lik  maft  be  abefleeit  g«aeande  and  corespotidande  for  thar  e8tate>  lliat  is  to  lay,  on  ^ede  achort 
oitfchfeO  w^  litill  hade,  aa  ar  vsyt  fai  FlanTit,  Inglande^  and  v^  cOtreia  And  as  to  ^  gownys,  ^  na 
woam  tmt  aaefnke,  nor  letvii^j  nor  talys  of  vnsittande  lentfae^  nor  fiuty^  vnd*  bot  on  ]»e  baliday*'* 
'^AcU  of  ParUamentg  vol.  I  p.  490 

t  Coondl  Register,  voL  vL  p.  B99,  voL  ziv.  p.  515. 

X  Atan  early  period  these  dresses  seem  to  have  been  adopted  from  Flanders ;  for,  in  1484,  an 
act  of  the  town  oooncil  was  passed,  ordaining  Robert  Buchan,  one  of  the  bnrgessea,  as  often  as  he 
pMisod  to  ttsact,  to  pcucfaase  ftnr  hanaelf  a  new  gown  and  donbltt^Gmicif  BqiUi^r,  voLl  p. 
899.3 

§  Council  ReS^^lfcr,  tcL  3dr.  p.  818. 
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standing  bed  of  oak,  with  curtains ;  feather  bed,  blankets,  and  sheets ; 
spit  and  tanterans ;  with  m^sser^  silver  spoons*  * 

The  population  of  Aberdeen,  about  th«  period  of  the  reforma- 
tion, although  it  cannot  be  ascertained  with  any  tolerable  precision, 
yet  may  be  conjectured  pretty  nearly,  from  the  register  of  marriages, 
baptisms,  and  burials,  for  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  established,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  immediately  subsequent  to  that 
event  According  to  that  register^  there  were,  in.  the  convse  b£  the 
year  1572)  thirty-seven  marriages ;  eighty  children,  namely  Hiirty-fiva 
mdes  and  forty-five  females,  were  born  in  lawful  wedlock;  and 
tiiirty-five  iUegitioaate  chil4ren.  During  the  same  period  ithie  deaths 
were  aevienty-two.  Taking,  therefore,  these  liast  as  the  ^ta,  suppos- 
ing that  one  fiftieth  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  died  annually,  and 
having  in  view  the  healthiness  and  stat$  pf  society  at  the  time,  it 
may  not  be  deemed  unreasonable  if  we  sihou:ld  .eatimatef  j8gr«eably  to 
the  usual  prfndples  adopted  in  such  cases,  the  whole  population  of 
Aberdeien,  at  this  aera,  to  have  been  36p0#  or  perhaps  4000  perso;j9> 
of  all  .ages. 

The  prevailing  sinuunes  in  the  town  during  this  ugA  wcjre,  4»- 
demon,  Bannermmi,  Barbour,  Benyn,  BIyndsele,  Braaeib,  Cadzow, 
Chalmers,  Colinson,  CuUen,  Cumine,  Davidson,  JDou^a^,  Forbes, 
Fitchit,  Fyfe,  .Gt^Tard,  Gray,  Kennedy,  Kjaowjlefl,  ^rvi^€;,  Eintore, 
Lamb,  Leith,  Leslie,  Lorimer,  Marr,  Mensies,  Pratt,  S^d,  iBolland, 
ftowle,  Rutherford,  Tuflidef,Sdherar,^croggs,  Vans,  Wormot,  Young.f 

In  the  course  of  this  epoch,  the  poverty  of  the  princes,  and  the  U- 
Qlited  xesourcQS  of  the  kingdom,  exposed  the  copimunity  to  freque^it 
calls  for  puldic  purposes.  The  anuna  levied  by  assessoaieat  £fq91  the 
inhabitants,  for  exemptions  from  military  ^services,  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  state,  and  for  presejpits  to  their  sovereigns,  ai?iounted  to  pretty 
eoBsidi@»ble  siima.  These,  so  far  as  have  he^  discovered,  will  appear 
particularly  detailed  in  tJie  annexed  Ta(ble,  and  are  exclusive  -of  the 
great  .customs  aud  fee  farms  of  the  borough,  which  were  paid  an- 
nually to  the  crown. 

TABLE 


Rqfiater,  toL  vL  p.  460.  486.  *  t  n>i<L  patrinu 
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TABLE  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  GOVERNMENT  BY  ABEBDEEN, 

From  A.D.  1598  to  1559. 


1408    For  the  charge  of  the  embassy  sent  to  England   .  • 

1410    To  the  Duke  o£  Albany,  a  present  of  186  nobles 

1438    To  the  great  Chamberlain  .  «  • 

144d    To  the  Princess  Elisabeth,  in  Brittany 

1448      ««  the  great  Chamberlain  .  «  • 

««  the  King  ...  . 

««        ditto,  for  the  redemption  of  lihe  custom  on  skins        « 
1455      «%  the  Queen's  propine  .  .  i* 

1457      ^  the  Chamberlain  .  ■  . 

1459    For  charges  at  the  siege  of  Berwick  -  « 

«»    charge  of  Ambassadors  to  England  •■ 

^  ditto  to  the  Pope  •  - 

1479    To  King  James  III.  for  ten  lasts  of  salmon  ■ 

1485    For  charges  of  Ambassadors  to  England        -  ■ 

1488      ««  ditto  to  foreign  parts  » 

1492  To  Kixig  James  IV.  propine  of  80  crowns 

1498  ««  charge  of  furnishing  20  bowmen  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly's 

army  sent  against  the  Isles    ... 

1493  «%  The  King  for  a  present  on  his  proposed  marriage 
1495     ««  the  King,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  sent  to  England 

against  the  Duke  of  York 
For  the  charge  of  Ambassadors  to  the  Netherlands 
«%        ditto      of  Ambassadors  to  treat  of  the  King^s  marriage 
To  King  James  IV .  for  propine  •  - 

1497     «%  ditto  ditto 

^  ditto  ditto 

1499  ««  ^tto  ditto  -  -  - 
For  the  charge  of  ambassadors  to  foreign  parts             - 

^        ditto      of  20  bowmen  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly 
1493     ««        ditto      of  Commissioners  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
1495     ^        ditto      of  fitting  out  ships  and  men  against  England 

and  Ireland 

^        ditto      of  8  Englishmen  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  York 

1512  To  the  King,  as  a  composition  for  being  relieved  firom  the 

Chamberlain  Courts  -  -  - 

1513  For  charge  of  20  spearmen,  3  horses,  and  3  men,  to  the  army 

in  England  .  .  • 


SCOTTISH 

MONEr. 

Ancient, 

Modem. 

L.9  6 

4 

L.209 

14  0 

124  1 

0 

2383 

0  0 

80  0 

0 

1536  16  0 

47  12 

0 

914 

7  11 

48  14 

6 

926 

0  U 

58  18 

4 

1126  19  8 

66  13 

4 

1280 

10  8 

86  8 

9 
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6  a 

72  17 

0 

546 

7  6 

47  4 

0 

354 

0  0 

67  0 

0 
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10  0 

300  0 

0 

1500 

0  0 

26  10 

4 

136 

7  6 

100  0 

0 

514 

6  0 

15  0 

0 

77 

2  11 

40  0 

0 

205 

14  5 

20  0 

0 
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17  ^ 

100  0 

0 

514 

6  0 

45  0 

0 

231 

8  8 

71  13 

4 

368 

11  lll 

20  18 

0 

107 

9  11 

14  8 

0 

74 

1  2 

45  0 

0 

231 

8  8 

15  0 

0 

77 

2  11 

100  0 

0 

514 

6  0 

40  0 

0 

205 

14  5 

30  0 

0 

154 

5  10 

200  0 

0 

1028 

12  6 

.  30  0 

0 

154 

5  10 

500  0 

0 

2571 

10  0 

200  0 

0 

1028 

12  0 
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Brought  forward  «    '  L. 

1522    To  the  Regent^  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  assembled  at 

Roslinmuir  ... 

1530     **  the  King  -  -  - 

1532     -^  the  Regent,  a  monthly  assessment  of  L.84,  for  supplies  to 

the  army  sent  against  England 

1537  ««  the  King,  when  in  France,  by  order  of  Parliament 

1538  For  furnishing  60  men,  to  pass  to  France  in  the  King's  ships, 

for  the  honour  of  the  realm 
1542      ^  charge  of  the  army  sent  to  the  Borders 

1544  ««  ezpence  of  obtaining  relief  of  the  great  custom  paid  to  the 

King  of  Fiance 
«»  die  town's  proportion  of  L.26000  on  the  whole  Jdngdom, 

for  supplies  to  1000  horse  to  the  army  on  the  borders,  for 

three  months,  ordered  to  be  paid  within  24  hours,  under 

the  pain  of  death 
^  the  charge  of  Ambassadors  to  the  Emperor,  in  Flanders,  for 

treating  of  peace  ... 

^  redemption  of  the  custom  of  salmon 

1545  *«  the  town's  proportion  of  L.16000,  stented  on  the  whole 

kingdom'  ... 

From  the  merchants  of  the  town  for  charge  of  the  Ambassadors 
from  France  to  the  Emperor,  in  Flanders 

1546  To  the  Regent,  as  a  composition  in  lieu  of  service  at  die  siege 

of  St.  Andrews  ... 

1547  «%        ditto        ditto        in  the  army  assembled  at  Peebles 

1548  «%        ditto        ditto        at  Gladsmuir 

1549  For  the  eiqpence  of  80  pioners  to  the  si^;e  of  Broughty  Castle 
1541      «%    the  charge  of  Ambassadors  to  the  Emp^r 

1552      «»    proportion  of  L.42000  raised  from  the  whole  kingdom 
^    composition  at  last  Justice  Eyre 

the  town's  proportion  of  the  sum  raised  from  the  boroughs 
charge  of  certain  forts  on  the  borders 
To  the  Queen  Dowager,  composition  to  her  and  the  Lords 
Componitors,  at  the  Justice  Eyre,  for  remission  to  the  inha- 
bitants for  their  Ughi  offences  and  small  oppressions,  and  that 
they  may  not  incur  her  Majes^s  unkindness 

1557  For  town's  proportion  of  money  raised  from  the  whole  kingdom 

«%   die  charge  of  horse  on  the  west  borders 
To  the  Queen,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  assembled  at  Fa- 
lamuir,  on  2d  October  ... 

1558  For  the  town's  proportion  of  L.8000,  raised  from  die  bo- 

roughs^ Ist  payment  «  « 


SCOTTISH 

Ancient. 
2621  19  11  L. 
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RENTAL  OF  THE  LANDS,  FISHINGS,  MILLS,  &c- 

BEtONQING  TO  THE  BOROUQB  OF  ABERDEEN, 
FOR  TBS  YEARS  UNDER-MENTIONED. 


The  Game  and  Haslehead 


Rnbidaw 

Tlie  town's  public  Milb 

Fishings  on  De« 

. Stellis 

m  Rake^  5  nets 

I  Midchingle^  6  nets 

.  Pot,  6  nets 

— — —  Foords,  7  nets 

FidiingBen  Don 
■  ■  6  half  nets 

I  ■    ■     Cniives 

ToUs  Firlot 

Borough  Roods 

Small  Customs  « 

Water  BoU 


Ancient 

Money, 

1398 

• 

1413. 

L.6 

0 

0 
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4 
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8 

SO 
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0 
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8     5 
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SVyDRT  ARTICLES  OF  PBOVISldNS,  AKD  OTHER  COMMODITIES,  S(c. 

IN  ABERDEEN, 
AT  DIFFERENT  FBBXODS,  FROM  THE  YEAR  1308  TO  THE  YEAR  1556, 

In  Ancient  and  Modem  Scottieh  Money. 


1398  A  boll  of  wheat 

««     ofmalt  ■  ■ 

Admisnon  fine  of  a  BurgesI  of  Gufld 

1399  A  boll  of  wheat 


1400        ^ 


1401        «. 


ofmalt 
of  wheat 
ofmalt 
of  wheat 
«%     ofmalt 
A  stone  of  salt 
^       of  iron 
IMS    A  boll  of  wheat 


Aficient. 

Modern* 

L.0    4 

0 

L4  10    0 

0    3 

4 

3  15     0 

0  13 

4 

14    0     0 

0    3 

4 

3  15    0 

0    3 

0 

3    »    6 

0    4 

0 

4  10    0 

0    4 

0 

4  10    0 

0    5 

0 

5  IS     6 

0    3 
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3    7    6 
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4 

6    0    0 

0     1 

4 

1  10    0 

0    S 

8 

3     0    0 
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1405    Abollofittalt 

Admission  fine  of  a  Burgess  to  trade  to  Dantzic 
1413    A  boll  of  wheat  -  « 

^     efmalt 

A  stone  of  «dt  -*  • 

««        of  iron  •  • 

1417        «•        ofBudumwool  «  « 

^        of  Mar  and  Garioch  wool  • 

1453    A  boll  af  wbeat 

«%     of  malt  «•  * 

««     ofmeal  «•  « 

Agallonofale  m  « 

«%  Mutton  Book  • 

1439    «%  boll  of  wheat 
1444    Rye^  imported  from  Strakund^  per  last 

A  boll  dT  wheat  «  « 

1468    Red  Gaaeony  wine,  per  pint  i« 

Candle,  per  pound  •  • 

1471    Admission  fine  of  a  Burgess  of  Guild  « 

Agallonofale  -  « 

«%  boll  of  wheat  -  « 

•^  loaf  of  flour,  weighing  SO  os.  • 

1473    ^JUder  of  lead,  120  stones,  (usually  ItS  stones) 
1476^    ^  Hamburgh  barrel  of  salmon  - 

1482    «%  loaf  of  ilour,  wei^^hing  8  os.  f 

1485  «•  weighing  16  OB.  ■ 

1489    A  gallon  of  ale 

Candle,  per  pound  •  m 

A  loaf  of  four,  weighing  1 6  OS*  «       ^ 

149if  «%  *wei|ghing  18  oa«  *    ■ 

1498  ^  we^hing  12  oz.  • 

1500  A  boll  of  oats,  with  the  fodder 

«%  Hambuigh  barrel  of  sahnoR  ■ 

1501  «» gallon  of  ale  «  * 

«%  loaf  of  flour,  weighing  18  oz.  • 

1508    ^^gaUonofale  »  » 

Candle,  per  pound  «  ■ 

A  aheep  bouk  m  • 

^^boILofaalt  m  » 

McDi^  shoes,  per  pair  u  • 

A  lotf  of  flour,  weighing  12  OS.  • 

1510    -^  bon  of  lye  .  • 

«%  boll  of  mashlaw  ••  « 

^  boll  of  rye  meal  » 

1516    ««  boll  of  wheat 
1522    The  best  mutton  bonk 
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6 

0 

3  8 

0  0 

8 

0 

1  10 

4  0 

0 

30 

0  0 

0  0 

8 

0 

5  0 

0  7 

0 

2 

It    B 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  7 

15  10 

0 

116 

5  0 

2  10 

0 

12 

10  5 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  8 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  5 

0  0 

8 

0 

3  4 

0  0 

3 

0 

I  8 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  5 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  5 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  5 

0  5 

0 

1 

5  8 

2  15 

0 

14 

2  10 

0  0 

8 

0 

3  5 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  5 

0  0 

8 

0 

3  5 

0  0 

8 

0 

1  4 

0  2 

8 

0 

13  9 

0  6 

0 

1 

10  10 

0  2 

0 

0  10  8 

0  0 

1 

0 

0  5 

0  10 

0 

2 

11  5 

0  10 

0 

2 

11  5 

0  10 

0 

2 

11  5 

0  12 

0 

3 

1  9 

0  3 

0 

0  15  5 
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1522     A  gallon  of  ale  -  .i  « 

^  lamb  bouk  -  .  « 

1541     The  admission  fine  of  a  Burgess  of  Guild  fi 

A  loaf  of  flour,  weighing  18  os. 
1543  *«  20  oz. 

1545    White  wine,  claret,  malvaise,  and  other  wines,  to  be  retailed 
per  Scotch  pint,  at  -  - 

A  loaf  of  flour,  weighing  IS  oz.  -  i^ 

1 555    «%  boU  of  wheat  .  .  - 

N.  B.— In  the  preceding  Tables  the  modem  Scottish  Money  is  calculated  according  to  the  man- 
ner of  Ruddiman,  in  his  Tables,  Na  II.  and  III.  in  his  Preface  to  Anderson's  Diplomata.  The 
principles  will  best  appear  fix>m  the  annexed  Table,  formed  upon  the  same  data.  Fractions  under 
pence  have  been  purposely  omitted. 


Ancient, 

Modem. 

L.0    0 

8 

L.0    3     5 

• 

0     1 

8 

0     8     7 

13    6 

8 

50     0     0 

0    0 

2 

0     0     7 

0     0 

2 

0    0    7 

0     1 

4 

0     4  10 

0     0 

2 

0     0     7 

1   17 

0 

6  18     9 

TABLE  of  Ancient,  and  proportion  which  it  bears  to  Modem  Scottish  Money,  adopted  from 
RuDDiM an's  Table,  No.  III.  in  his  Pre&ce  to  Anderson's  Diplomata,  page  82. 


A.D. 


ANNO  REGNL 


Ab  anno  1  Alexandri  I.  Davidis  I.  Guliel- 
1107  ad  Vmi  Alexandri  II.  Alexandri  III. 

1296     I  Joannis 
Ab  anno  I 
1306  ad  VRoberti  L 

1329    j 

1366  Davidis  n.      ...    38 

1367       —      ...    39 

Ab  anno  1 

1371  adVRobertilL 


1390 
139s 
1424 
1451 
1456 
1475 
1484 
1488 
1489 
1529 
1544 
1556 
1565 
1567 
J  571 
1576 

1579 
1581 

1597 
1601 
1738 


Roberti  III. 
Jacobi  I. 
Jacobi  II. 

Jacobi  III. 

|jacobi  IV. 

Jacobi  V. 
Marias     . 


Jacobi  VI. 


Georgii  II. 


4 

19 
15 

20 

16 

24 

16 

3 

14 

23 

1 

5 

10 

13 

15 

31 

35 

12 


FURITAS. 


Unc*  den, 
11       2 


11 

11 
11 

11 

11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 

11 

11 
11 
11 
11 
11 

9 

8 

11 
11 
11 
11 
11 


2 
2 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 


0 


0 
0 


ALLAIA. 


0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Unc.  den.  gr. 
0     18       O 


0  18 

0  18 

0  18 

O  18 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
4 

1 
i 
1 
I 
0 


18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 


0     18 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

18 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

o 

0 


NuouBonim  ex  li- 
bra argcnd  cuMiritm 
▼mkr. 


Lib. 
1 


I 
1 


1 
1 
3 
4 

7 

7 


9 

9 
13 

J8 

18 

16 

16 

22 

24 

30 

36 


sol.  den. 
0      0 


I       I 


5 
9 


0  137 


12 

17 

4 

16 
4 
0 


12 

12 

0 

0 

0 

14 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 


Prop,  ad  hon* 

cmain  Scot. 

monctania 


0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


36. 

34.286 


!r 


28.8 
59 


22.5 

19.21 

11.25 

7.5 

5. 

5.143 

5.143 

3.75 
3.75 

2.77 

2. 

2. 

2.16 

2.16 

1.64 

1.5 

h.2 

1. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 


SECTION  I. 

The  Reformation^  and  its  first  indications  at  Aberdeen-^Proceedings  of 
the  Reformers  there^^Mr.  Adam  Heriot  first  Protestant  Minister--^ 
succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Craig — Queen  Mari/s  visit  to  the  Town — 
Present  made  to  her  of  2000  merks — the  Earl  of  Huntly  and  Sir 
John  Gordon — Battle  of  Corrichie — Battle  of  Crabestone^  betwixt 
the  Gordons  and  the  Forbeses^^he  Earl  of  Morton's  oppressions^ 
and  attempts  to  disfranchise  Aberdeen — his  Grant  of  the  Salmon 
Fishings  of  Don  to  Auchinleck  of  BaJmanno — revoked  by  James  VI. 
—He  visits  the  Town^  and  SOOO  merks  voted  for  charges^  ^c.—his 
Marriage  with  Anne  of  Denmark — Ship  fitted  out  by  Aberdeen  to 
convoy  them  to  Scotland-^Part  of  the  Queen^s  Dowry  lent  to  the 
Town — Birth  of  the  young  Prince  celebrated — the  King^s  visit  to 
the  Town^^Popish  Lords  threaten  the  Town  with  fire  and  sword — 
Presents  made  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly — Visits  of  the  King  and 
Queen — Depredations  of  the  Highlanders  of  Glentanner^  ^c. — 
Gowrie's  Conspiracy — Union  of  the  two  Crowns — great  rejoicings  in 
the  Town^-^King  James  visits  Scotland — his  Attendants  in  Aber- 
deen^-^his  Letters  to  the  Magistrates — Alarm  of  the  Spanish  Fleet 
"^King  Charles'  Coronation  attended  by  the  Provost^  Sfc. — MisceU 
laneous  Occurrences. 

From  A.D.  1559  to  A.D.  l6SS. 

The  reformation  of  our  religion,  in  whatever  light  it  may  be  a.d.  1559. 
viewed,  was  one  of  the  greatest  events  in  history,  and  the  most  im- 
portant to  society.  The  form  of  popery  which  prevailed  in  Scotland 
was  of  the  most  bigotted  and  illiberal  kind,  and  its  superstitions  and 
absurdities  had  grown  to  an  extravagant  height.  The  Romish  church 
had,  for  many  ages,  ruled  with  a  domineering  sway  over  the  minds  of 

men  in  that  mild  religion  which  had  been  revealed  to  us  by  our 

blessed 
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A.D.  1559.  blessed  Saviour;  the  influence  of  the  clergy  was  unbounded,  and 
their  possessions  and  persons  were  regarded  by  a  credulous  people  as 
almost  sacred.  No  wonder,  therefore,  a  fabric,  which  was  supported 
by  ignorance,  superstition,  and  credulity,  should  have  timibled  to  the 
ground.  The  doctrines  of  Martin  Luther  had  by  this  time  taken 
deep  root  in  England,  and  the  protestant  religion  was  there  esta- 
blished upon  a  firm  and  solid  foundation.  In  Scotland  the  reforma- 
tion, although  it  had  made  consid^able  progress,  was  yet  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  did  not  advance  to  maturity,  until  the  cekbrated  John 
Enox  arrived  from  Geneva,  whence  he  had  been  invited  by  the 
leaders  of  the  protestant  association.  Possessing  unconquerable  in- 
trepidity of  mind^  as  well  as  powers  of  rhetoric,  which  were  calculiEited 
to  make  the  strongest  impressions  upon  tiie  people,  with  endow- 
ments of  learning  superior  to  that  of  any  oi  his  predecessors, 
he  was  fully  qualified  for  Uie  arduous  ministry  which  he  had  under- 
taken. He  steadily  persevered  in  exerting  his  utmost  zeal  for  the 
subversion  of  the  hierardiy  of  Rome ;  and  finally  triumphed  in  the 
accomplishment  of  that  neoessary  and  important  change  in  the  doc- 
trines of  our  religion. 

The  first  indication  at  Aberdeen,  of  the  new  opinions,  manifested 
itself  in  Mr.  John  Marshall,  master  ci  the  grammar  school,  about  the 
year  1>5S1.  He  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  provost,  to  an* 
swer  for  his  contempt  of  the  church,  for  being  deficient  in  due  subor- 
dination to  it,  and  for  the  doctrines  which  he  promulgated.  Marshall, 
with  the  boldness  c^  Enox  and  his  colleagues,  scrupled  not  to  tell  the 
provost,  that  he  held  the  school  of  the  magistrates,  was  ready  to  con- 
tribute his  services  to  the  citizens,  and  zealous  to  promote  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children ;  but  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  ame- 
nable to  the  court  of  Rome,  whose  authority  he  contemned.  For  these 
spiritual  errors  and  other  transgressions  agiunst  the  church  he  found 
it  necessary,  however,  two  years  afterwards^  to  express  to  the  magis- 
trates his  contrition,*  which  probably  saved  him  from  the  dreadful 
punishment  which  generally  awaited  its  enemies.    The  new  doctrines 

of 
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of  Martin  Luther  had  speedily  found  their  way  into  Britain,  and  a.  a  1^59. 
his  opinions  were  making  rapid  progress  in  Scotland.*  The  esta- 
blished clergy,  taking  the  alarm  at  these  innovations,  judged  it  ne- 
cessary to  suppress  them  by  every  means  in  their  power.  In  the  year 
15269  a  manifesto  was  transmitted  from  the  king,  at  the  solicitation 
of  Gavin  Dunbar,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county,  and  to  Sir  John  Butherford,  and  Thoxnas  Mensies,  two  of  the 
principal  citizens  of  the  town,  commanding  them  to  publish  the  twenty- 
eighth  act  of  parliament  of  King  James  L  which  had  passed  against 
hwetks^  cm  the  ground  of  its  being  reported  that  several  strangers^ 
and  others  within  the  diocese  of  Aberdeen,  had  in  their  possession 
heretieal  books^  and  were  busied  in  i»ropagating  the  errors  and  prin- 
dples  of  Luther.  E^^pedients  of  this  kind  were  but  ill  calculated  to 
extinguish  the  flame  which  had  been  kindled ;  and  they  probably 
tended  rather  to  awaken  and  prompt  the  people  to  search  into 
the  great  truths  of  Christianity,  and  thereby  to  discover  the  manifest 
errors  of  popery,  than  to  promote  the  objects  which  were  intended  by 
this  proclamation*  In  the  year  1644  we  find  it  mentioned  that  Thomas 
Branch  and  Thomas  Cussing,  two  of  the  citizens,  had  been  committed 
to  prison,  by  order  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  then  chief  magistrate,  until 
they  should  be  brought  to  trial  and  punished,  for  being  guilty  of  the 
sacrilegious  crime  of  hanging  the  image  of  Saint  Francis ;-[  but 
whether  they  were  put  upon  their  trial  does  not  appear. 

The  first  reformers,  as  soon  as  they  had  obtained  the  ascendency 
in  ecclesiastical  matters,  were  not  satisfied  with  merely  converting 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  regard  to  religious  tenets.  In  the  vehe- 
mence of  their  zeal,  they  were  prompted  to  destroy  those  public 
edifices  which  were  appropriated  to  religious  purposes,  had  long  been 
ornaments  of  the  country,  and  were  an  honour  to  the  age  in  which 
they  were  erected.  This  is  evident  from  the  magnificent  ruins 
which  still  remain  of  many  of  them,  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Aberdeen 
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*  In  tbe  juf  I5»h  Martiii  UOmt,  «»  Aivtm  FriMr>  pioftfliflr  in  Urn  nmrenhj  of  Witlcmbirff, 
first  promulgated  the  new  opinions^  and  the  errors  and  abuses  in  the  Cluircb  of  Boxne ;  and  periiapA 
hj  this  time  his  ftmous  Theses  had  found  their  way  to  Aberdeen. 

t  Conndl  Register,  vol.  xvili.  p.  320. 
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A.D.  1559.  Aberdeen  had  few  temptations  to  the  reformers,  either  for  destruc- 
tion or  spoil.  The  religious  buildings  were  plain,  and  devoid  of 
splendid  decoration ;  the  ornaments  and  riches  of  the  church  were 
scanty,  and  afforded  no  allurements  in  the  way  of  prize.  The  mischief, 
therefore,  done  by  the  reformers  at  Aberdeen  was  inconsiderable, 
when  compared  with  what  other  places  suffered.  The  proselites  to 
the  new  doctrines,  who  were  confined  chiefly  to  the  south,  daily  increas- 
ed in  number,  and  were  now  distinguished  by  the  title  of  The  Congrega^ 
tion.  Although  they  met  with  repeated  checks  from  the  established  go- 
vernment, yet,  in  spite  of  these,  they  acquired  new  strength  and  vigour, 
and  kindled  and  spread  the  ardour  of  reformation  every  where,  in 
their  progress  northward.  The  citizens  of  Aberdeen  do  not  appear 
to  have  been,  at  first,  very  zealous  in  the  great  work  of  reformation ; 
and,  therefore,  the  southern  reformers  found  it  expedient  to  make 
them  a  visit,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  sentiments  in  regard  to  the 
new  doctrines.  In  the  end  of  this  year,  it  was  notified  to  the  magis-^ 
trates,  that  a  great  number  of  these  zealots  were  proceeding  to  Aber- 
deen, with  an  intention  to  commit  acts  of  violence  upon  the  church, 
and  to  despoil  it  of  its  sacred  utensils  and  ornaments.  The  magis- 
trates, on  the  alarm  of  their  approach,  found  it  necessary,  in  the  first 
place,  to  attend  to  the  preservation  of  the  town's  archives  and  public 
records,  which  were  speedily  removed,  along  with  the  great  eucharist, 
and  some  other  sacred  utensils  of  silver,  from  the  repository  in  the 
church,  where  they  were  kept,  to  a  place  of  safety.  On  the  29th  of 
December,  a  body  of  these  reformers,  from  Angus  and  Meams^  en- 
tered the  town,  and  proceeded  to  the  work  of  destruction.  Their 
first  attack  was  upon  the  great  spire  of  the  church,  which  they  at- 
tempted  to  pull  down  ;  but  the  citizens  having  no  inclination  to  see 
their  place  of  worship  destroyed,  beat  them  back,  and  prevented  fur- 
ther mischief  being  done  to  the  fabric.  The  execution  of  their 
threats  against  the  other  religious  houses,  it  appears,  was  suspended 
1560.  for  some  days.  On  the  4th  of  January,  this  year,  they  proceeded,  in 
a  tumultuous  body,  to  the  Black  Friars  Monastery,  in  the  Schoolhill, 
and  Carmelite  Friars  Place  in  the  Green ;  and  having  been  allowed, 
and  no  doubt  assisted  and  prompted,  by  the  citizens,  to  demolish  the 
buildings,  and  carry  off  the  property  of  every  description  within 

them,  they  advanced  in  the  same  tumultuous  manner  to  the  Monas- 
tery 
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teiy  of  the  Grey  Friars,  on  the  east  side  of  Broad  street,  and  stripped  a.d.  ugo. 
the  church  of  the  lead  and  slates  upon  it.  They  were  proceeding 
in  their  operation  of  demolishing  the  other  parts  of  the  buildings^ 
when  the  citizens  interposed :  and,  thinking  it  proper  to  secure  the 
materials  of  the  edifices  for  the  useful  and  necessary  purposes  of  the 
town,  prevented  further  destruction  and  dilapidation.  The  citizens 
in  general,  it  would  seem,  had  now  embraced  the  reformed  doctrine, 
and  become  zealous  supporters  of  it.  The  magistrates  assembled 
them  in  a  head  court,  upon  the  8th  and  ISth  days  of  January,  when 
it  was  resolved  to  demolish  the  buildings  of  the  monasteries,  to  con- 
vert the  materials  to  public  purposes,  and  to  sell  the  silver  and 
brazen  work  of  the  church,  and  other  sacred  ornaments,*  for  the 
common  good.     Some  time  afterwards  the  magistrates  and  the  citi* 

Q  zens 


*  SiLVXR  Work. 

The  eucharist  of  silver,  weighing  •  •  • 

One  chalice  of  oar  Lady  •  .  . 

One    do.     of  the  South  Isle  -  • 

St  Peter's  chalice  ... 

Two  pair  of  censers  .  •  • 

Four  cruets,  and  a  little  ship  -  •  • 

ChaliceofSt  John  the  Evangelist  •  .  « 

The  Hospital  chalice  -  •  • 

Our  Lad/s  chalice  of  the  Chqiel  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee 

St  Duthac's  chalice  ... 

St  Nicholas*  chalice  .  •  «  . 

St  Clement's  dxalioe  .  •  ,. 

One  chalice  of  the  rood  altar         «  '   • 

The  cross,  with  silver  crucifix,  two  silver  crowns  of  the  images  of  our  Lady,  and  her  Son. 

Sacred  Vestmrnts,  &c. 

One  cap,  one  chessubil,  with  two  tunides,  all  furnished  with  flowered  red  and  velvet,  and  in- 
dented with  gold;  one  cap  of  fine  doth  of  gold ;  a  cap  of  gold,  freexed  with  red  velvet;  cap  and 
chessubp,  with  tunides,  ftimished  of  gold,  and  freexed  on  green  velvet ;  two  caps  of  red  velvet,  over- 
&oed  with  gold ;  the  sacrament  pieces,  of  vdvet,  figured  with  gold;  the  frontal  of  the  high  altar,  of 
led  damask  ;  the  white  veil  of  linen  doth;  four  cushions  of  vdvet;  an  arras  bed. 

Brazen  Work. 

Eighteen  brazen  chandeliers;  two  great  chandeliers  of  the  high  altar,  with  the  sacrament  chan« 
ddier;  the  great  dianddier  of  brass,  with  the  image,  and  three  cats,  laver  of  brass,  font  of  brass, 
and  the  water  v«t-^;Co»m»/ li^Mfer,  wtxziiip.  SO.] 
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A.D.  1560.  zens  formed  resolutions,  expressive  of  their  intention  to  defend  the 
Uberty  of  the  realm.  At  the  same  time,  they  agreed  to  furnish 
forty  men  for  the  service  of  the  congregatiouy  and  to  use  their  ut- 
most exertions  in  the  suppression  of  idolatry.'^  No  other  circum- 
stances of  any  moment  attended  the  introduction  at  Aberdeen  of  the 
reformed  religion,  which  was  happily  established  immediately  after 
the  first  ferment  had  subsided. 

The  papal  jurisdiction  being  at  length,  by  law,  abolished  in  Scot- 
land, the  protestant  church  began  to  assume  a  regular  form  of  go- 
vernment. Its  principles,  as  contained  in  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
had  obtained  the  sanction  of  public  authority ;  and  the  care  of  paro- 
chial duty  was  committed  to  ministers  of  the  new  established  reli- 
gion. About  this  time  Mr.  Adam  Heriot  was  appointed  minister  at 
Aberdeen,  by  the  General  Assembly,  which  met  at  Edinburgh.  His 
stipend  was  fixed  at  L.200,  which  he  received  from  the  revenues  of 
the  town  ;  but  the  magistrates  presented  to  him  annually  a  suit  of 
black  clothes,  and  other  necessaries,  to  the  value  of  L.SO,  besides  a 
donation  of  L.IO  in  money,  in  name  of  house  rent.:};  This  learned 
-  divine  being  the  first  protestant  clergyman  established  in  Aberdeen, 
some  account  of  his  life  may  not  be  deemed  foreign  to  the  present 
work.  He  was  originally  a  friar  of  the  order  of  St.  Austin,  and  lived 
in  the  abbey  of  Saint  Andrews.  His  reputation  for  the  learning  cul- 
tivated among  divines  in  that  age  was  early  known ;  and  he  was 
regarded  as  an  eloquent  preacher.  Having  renounced  the  errors  of 
popery,  and  embraced  the  reformed  religion,  he  joined  the  eongrega-^ 
tiofif  at  Edinburgh ;  and,  in  the  distribution  of  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel among  the  royal  boroughs,  was  appointed  to  Aberdeen,  where 
he  continued  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  upon  the 
28th  August,  1574.  The  citizens  of  all  ranks  highly  esteemed  him  for 
his  distinguished  humanity,  probity,  and  general  worth.  §  He  died  of 
an  apoplexy,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  quire 

of 


♦  Council  Register,  voL  xxiii.  p.  28. 

j:  Council  Register,  vol.  xxiv,  p.  10.  22.    The  whole  soma  equal  to  L.55  Ss,  sterling. 

§  Register  of  Births  and  Burials,  vol.  l-^^Spottiswood,  p.  274. 
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of  Saint  Nicholas  ehurch.  In  his  ministerial  charge  he  was  sue-  a.d,  1574. 
ceeded  by  a  no  less  worthy  character,  Mr.  John  Craig,*  who  had 
been  the  colleague  of  Mr.  John  Knox  for  the  space  of  nine  years. 
In  the  year  1579  Mr.  Craigf  resigned  his  charge  at  Aberdeen,  on  re- 
ceiving the  appointment  of  chaplain  to  the  king.  During  his  minis- 
try, episcopacy  was  established  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  agreement  which  had  taken  place  in  a  convention, 
composed  of  the  leading  men  among  the  clergy  and  the  committee 
of  the  privy  council;  and  which  had  obtained,  under  certain  qualifi- 
cations, the  sanction  of  the  General  Assembly.  §  We  are  informed 
that  David  Cunningham  was  installed,  in  Saint  Nicholas  church,  as 
the  first  protestant  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1577,  by  Adamson,  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  and  that  Mr.  Craig 
assisted  at  his  inauguration,  as  one  of  the  collaterals.  :|: 

Meanwhile  the  afiairs  of  the  kingdom  were  in  a  disturbed  state, 
and  dissensions  and  jealousies  still  continued  to  prevail  among  the 
chieftains  of  the  north.  Queen  Mary,  at  this  time,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  progress  thither,  in  order  to  endeavour,  by  her 
presence,  to  quell  the  commotions  which  subsisted  in  that  quarter. 
She  proceeded  to  Aberdeen  about  the  middle  of  August,  this  year,  1562. 

Q  2  and 


*  Councfl  Register^  toL  zxiv.  p.  lo.  voL  xxv.  p.  476. 

f  His  &ther  was  killed  at  the  &tal  battle  of  Flodden.  He  received  his  education  at  the  college 
of  St  Andrew's,  and  was  originally  of  the  order  of  the  Dominican  Friars.  In  the  course  of  his 
travels  on  the  continent,  having  declared  his  opinions  too  freely  in  ftvour  of  the  new  doctrines,  he 
was  taken  up  and  sent  to  Rome,  being  accused  of  the  crime  of  heresy.  He  was  tried  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  inquisition,  and,  having  avowed  his  doctrines,  he  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive  the 
following  day,  being  the  19th  August  It  fortunately  happened  for  him,  that  Pope  Paul  IV.  died 
lihe  same  evening ;  and,  in  the  course  of  certain  tumults  cm  that  event,  the  prison  was  broken  open, 
and  Mr.  Craig,  among  others,  effected  by  that  means  his  liberty.  After  encountering  many  diffi- 
culties, he  returned  to  Scotland ;  and,  in  the  year  I56l,  he  was  appointed  minister  of  Holyrood- 
bouse.  In  the  year  156?  he  was  commanded  to  publish  in  the  church  the  banns  between  Queen 
Mary  and  Bothwell;  but,  with  a  Ixddness  idiich  reflected  the  highest  honour  upon  his  memory,  he 
testified  against  the  design,  and  publicly,  in  his  sermons,  condemned  the  marriage,  and  exhorted  all 
who  had  access  to  the  queen  to  give  her  their  advice  against  so  scandalous  an  alliance.  Sometime 
afterwards  he  was  transkted  to  Montrose ;  and,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Heriot,  removed  to  Aberdeen. 
He  died  in  the  year  I600,  at  the  age  of  SS.^SpottUfvood,  p.  203.  462.] 

§  Dr.  Robertson^  voL  iL  p.  258*  t  Register  of  Births  and  Burials,  &c  voL  L 
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A.D.  1562.  and  was  attended  by  the  Earls  of  Murray,  Morton,  Maitland,  and 
other  leaders  of  that  party.  Her  first  visit  to  the  town  being  an  event 
which  elated  the  community  to  a  great  degree,  she  was  received  by 
the  magistrates,  and  by  the  citizens,  under  arms,*  amidst  the  shouts 
and  acclamations  of  joy  of  the  people,  and  with  every  demonstration 
of  welcome  and  regard.  As  a  further  mark  of  their  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment, a  present  was  voted  to  her  Majesty,  in  name  of  the  com- 
munity, of  2000  merksf  in  money,  which,  when  we  consider  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  may  be  deemed  abundantly  liberal. 

At  this  time  the  Eafl  of  Huntly,  one  of  the  principal  chieftains  in 
the  north,  possessed  ample  domains,  far  exceeding  that  of  any  other 
subject :  and  his  feudal  superiorities  and  jurisdictions  extended  over 
several  of  the' northern  counties.  This  noble  family  continued  to  favour 
the  ancient  form  of  religion,  and  to  support  the  queen  in  her  at- 
tempts to  crush  the  promoters  of  the  reformation.  At  'the  same 
time,  it  would  seem  that  elevated  hopes  had  been  entertained  of  a 
matrimonial  alliance  being  formed  between  the  Queen  and  Sir  John 
Gordon  of  Deskford,  knight,  :j:  the  Earl  of  Huntly 's  third  son.  How- 
ever vain  these  expectations  may  have  been,  an  unfortunate  incident 
occurred,  which  completely  blasted  them  for  ever.  James,  Lord 
Ogil vy  of  Cardal,  only  son  of  Alexander  Ogilvy  of  Deskford,  and  Sir 
.John,  having  some  difference  about  the  property  of  the  estates  of 
Deskford  and  Findlater,  a  deadly  feud  was  kindled  between  them, 
which  ultimately  led  to  fatal  consequences.  On  Saturday  the  27th 
June,  they  accidentally  met  on  the  streets  of  Edinburgh,  being  both 
attended  with  some  armed  followers  ;  and,  in  a  scufiie  which  ensued, 
Lord  Ogilvy  was  severely  wounded.  For  this  open  breach  of  the 
public  peace,  Sir  John  was  next  day  committed,  by  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh,  prisoner  within  the  council  house,  and  the  queen  af- 
terwards 


*  The  ensign  which  was  carried  by  the  citizens  on  this  occasion  bore  on  it  the  words  Bon^Accard. 
In  such  veneration  was  it  held  by  the  citizens^  that  it  was  preserved  and  presented  at  their  weapon- 
schaw,  in  the  year  I616,  nearly  55  years  ailerwards. — [Council  Register,  txd.  xlvii.  p.  502.] 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  324.  The  sum  presented  to  the  queen  was  equal  to  L.207 
15s.  6d.  sterling  money. 

X  Spottiswood^  p.  185. 
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terirards  commanded  him  to  be  strictly  confined ;  but,  impatient  of  a.d.  uaz. 
this  restrdnt,  he  made  his  escape  from  prison,  and  fled  to  Aberdeen- 
shire for  refuge.     On  the  arrival  of  the  queen  at  Aberdeen,  she  was 
waited  on  by  Lady  Huntly,  who  interceded  for  her  son,  Sir  John 
Gordon,  and  implored  his  pardon ;   at  the  same  time,  requesting 
permission  to  attend  her  Majesty  during  her  sojourn  in  the  north.* 
The  great  influence  which  the  Earl,  at  this  time,  possessed  in  this 
quarter,  together  with  a  declared  intention  to  use  his  exertions  to  re- 
establish the  catholic  4-eligion,  were  sufiicient  inducements  with  the 
queen  to  consent  to  Sir  John's  pardon ;  but  this  was  granted  condi- 
tionally, that  he  should  be  imprisoned  in  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen 
during  her  Majesty's  pleasure,  or  removed  to  any  other  prison  that 
might  be  afterwards  directed.     These  terms  being  acquiesced  in,  he 
surrendered  himself  before  the  court  of  justiciary  at  Aberdeen,  on 
the  31st  August.     He  was  ordained  to  be  kept  in  custody,  in  the  pro- 
vost's lodging,  where  he  was  to  remain  till  her  Majesty's  pleasure 
should  be  known ;  and,  on  the  subsequent  day,  he  was  enjoined  to 
proceed  to. Stirling  Castle,  and  there  to  be  detained  as  a  prisoner. f 
This  condition  being  deemed  by  Sir  John  an  act  of  intolerable  rigour, 
he  resolved  to  extricate  himself  from  it.     Having  proceeded  so  far 
in  his  journey,  he  made  his  escape  from  his  attendants,  and  returned  to 
Aberdeen,  to  take  the  command  of  his  followers,  who  were  rising  in 
arms  in  the  north.  He  soon  afterwards  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Aberdeen,  with  a  body  of  1000  horse,  having  formed  a  determination 
to  resist  the  queen's  authority.  J    In  this  critical  juncture,  the  Earl 
of  Huntly,  who,  from  various  circumstances  which  had  recently  oc- 
curred, concluded  that  his  family  was  devoted  to  destruction,  now  no 
longer  disguised  his  own  intentions,  but  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
a  body  of  troops  which  he  had  collected  in  his  extensive  territories, 
advanced  towards  Aberdeen,  and  formed  a  junction  with  his  son,  Sir 
John.     Meanwhile  the  queen  had  returned  to  Aberdeen  from  Inver- 
ness, where  she  had  been  occupied  in  quelling  some  disorders  in  that 
quarter.     Her  army  being  at  this  time  stationed  at  Aberdeen,  was 

under 


•  Spottiswood,  p.  186.  t  Acta  of  Parliament,  vol  ii.  p.  576.  577.  579-  581,  5SS. 

t  Keith's  History,  p.  ^SO. 
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A.D.  1562.  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Murray.  It  consisted  of  only  a 
small  body  of  men,  hastily  collected  frOm  the  shires  of  Angus  and 
Mearns ;  for  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  barons  of  the  north, 
the  most  of  whom  at  this  time  either  favoured  Huntly's*  designs,  or 
stood  in  awe  of  his  power.  With  this  force  Murray  marched  from  the 
town  against  the  confederates,  and  found  them  posted  to  great  advan* 
tage,  at  Corrichie,  near  the  hill  of  Fair,  about  twelve  miles  to  the  west 
Oct.  28.  of  the  town.  He  commenced  the  attack,  and,  after  some  turns  of  for- 
tune in  the  course  of  the  day,  obtained  the  victory,  Huntly's  army 
being  completely  defeated  and  put  to  the  route,  with  considerable  loss. 
The  Earl  of  Huntly  was  killed  in  the  battle,  or  trodden  to  death  in  the 
pursuit,  although  it  is  said  that  Murray  was  extremely  anxious  to 
have  him  secured  alive,  f    His  sons,  Sir  John  and  Adam,  were  taken, 

along 


*  On  the  26th  of  October^  1562^  a  privy  council  was  held  at  Aberdeen,  which  consisted  of  the 
Earls  of  Errol^  Athol^  Marischal,  Murray,  Morton,  and  Lord  Erskine,  when  the  following  barons 
were  bound  over  to  confine  themselves  at  the  following  places,  under  certain  penalties,  namely, 
George  Gordon  of  Gight,  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  penalty  of  5000  merks;  Gordon  of  Abergeldie, 
in  St  Andrew's,  under  the  penalty  of  5000  merks ;  Alexander  Gordon  of  Strathdown,  in  Hadding- 
ton, under  the  penalty  of  5000  merks ;  Alexander  Gordon,  eldest  son  of  George  Gordon  of  Les* 
moir,  in  Edinburgh,  under  the  penalty  of  2000  merks;  George  Gordon,  son  and  heir  to  James 
Gordon  of  Crichie,  for  his  father,  and  Alex.  Gordon  of  Birkenbog,  his  brother,  both  of  them  in 
Edinburgh,  and  Patrick  Gordon  of  Auchmanxie,  in  St  Andrew's,  under  the  penalty  of  2000  merks  ; 
Thomas  Gordon  of  Kinnadie,  and  Alexander  Gordon,  for  William  Gordon  of  Craig,  his  brother,  in 
Edinburgh,  under  the  penalty  of  3000  merks. — ^KeUh,  p.  2270 

t  "  James  Stewart,  prior  of  Saint  Andrew's,  was  natural  son  of  King  James  V.  by  a  daughter  of 
Lord  Erskine.  The  Queen,  his  sister,  having  determined  to  reward  his  services,  created  him  an 
Earl,  by  the  title  of  Mar ;  and  that  he  might  be  better  able  to  support  his  new  honour,  bestowed 
upon  him,  at  the  same  time,  the  lands  of  that  name.  These  were  part  of  the  royal  demesnes,  but 
the  Earls  of  Huntly  had  been  permitted,  for  several  years,  to  keep  possession  of  them.  On  this  oc« 
casion  the  Earl  of  Huntly  not  only  complained,  with  some  reason,  of  the  loss  which  he  sustained, 
but  had  real  cause  to  be  alarmed  at  the  intrusion  of  a  formidable  neighbour  into  the  heart  of  his  ter*- 
ritories,  who  might  be  able  to  rival  his  power,  and  excite  his  vassals  to  shake  off  bis  yoke.  Lord 
Erskine  having  pretended  a  right  to  the  earldom  of  Mar,  the  prior  resigned  it  in  his  favour,  some- 
time betwixt  the  10th  of  September  and  15th  of  October,  1562 ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  Mary  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  title  of  Earl  of  Murray,  with  the  estate  annexed  to  that  dignity,  and  which  bad 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly  since  the  year  1548."— QJ&ttA,  p.  226/— Ar.  BoberUon, 
vol.  ii.  p.  79-  83.  85.^ 

This  sudden  advancement  of  the  prior  to  the  earldom  of  Mar,  the  new  title  conferred  upon  him, 
the  encroachments  upon  the  Earl  of  Huntly's  domains,  and  the  great  influence  which  Murray  pos« 
sessed  with  the  Queen^  naturally  induced  Huntly  to  ooodude  that  his  fiunfly  was  devoted  to  destruo- 
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along  with  many  others ;  and  the  queen's  army  returned  in  triumph  a.d.  1562. 
to  Aberdeen,  with  the  prisoners.  Several  of  them  were  speedily  tried 
and  convicted  before  the  justiciary  court,  which  was  still  sitting  in 
the  town,  and  suffered  the  punishment  due  to  their  rebellion  against 
the  queen.  Adam  Gordon  was  pardoned,  in  consideration  of  his 
youth ;  but  Sir  John,  his  brother,  being  the  principal  actor  in  this 
rash  and  inconsiderate  affair,  was  doomed  to  the  scaffold,  and  suf- 
fered accordingly,  in  the  Castlestreet  of  Aberdeen,  two  days  after 
the  battle.*  TTie  instrument  called  the  maiden,  by  which  he  suf- 
fered, is  still  preserved  in  the  town's  armoury.  His  body  was  buried 
in  Saint  Nicholas  Church,  on  the  south  side  of  the  altar  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary. 

These  events,  so  disastrous  to  the  house  of  Gordon,  had  well 
nigh  proved  fatal  to  it.  Lord  Alexander,!  the  Earl's  eldest  son, 
who  had  been  privy  to  his  father's  design,  was  seized  in  the  south, 
and,  upon  trial,  convicted  of  high  treason,  but  was  pardoned  through 
the  queen's  clemency.  The  proceedings  in  parliament  against  this 
noble  family  were  afterwards  conducted  with  the  utmost  rigour,  and 
its  downfal  appeared  to  be  fiast  approaching.  Some  years  afterwards, 
however,  parliament  thought  proper  to  repeal  the  act  of  attainder 
which  had  passed  against  the  family,  and  to  restore  to  it  the  estates 

and 


tion.    The  present  disturbance^  therefore,  must  be  ascribed  more  to  a  sudden  start  of  resentment 
against  Murray,  than  to  any  premeditated  purpose  of  rebellion  against  the  Queen. 

*  On  this  awful  occasion  Queen  Maxy  was  residing  in  the  lodging  oi  the  Earl  of  Marischal,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Castlestreet  Murray,  it  has  been  reported,  forced  her  to  the  window,  to  behold 
the  mdancholy  firte  which  awaited  the  man  whom  she  once  regarded.  When  on  the  scaffold.  Sir 
John  fell  upon  his  knees,  looidng  stedfasdy  on  Maiy.  This  was  more  than  she  could  bear ;  she 
melted  into  tears,  and  speedily  Sir  John  received  the  &tal  stroke  of  the  axe.— [[Gor<foiiV  Histanf  of' 
Ike  Gordons,  p.  IOO.3 

The  Earl  of  Huntly's  body  being  brought  to  the  town,  was  afterwards  conveyed  by  sea  to  Ediii^ 
burgh,  and  kept  unburied  for  some  time  in  the  abbey  ot  Holyroodhouse.  An  arraignment  of  high 
treason  was  preferred  against  him  before  parliament,  on  the  28th  of  the  subsequent  month  of  May, 
and  the  doom  o£  forfeiture  was  passed  against  the  family.— []iC«7AV  History,  p.  ^^H.'^Acts  of  Par* 
liamemi,  wd.  ii.  p.  57^.— Crawford's  Officers  of  State.'} 

t  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  James,  Duke  of  Chatelherault,  but  died  without  issue.— 
{Crawforts  Peerage.'} 
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A.D.  1567.  and  honours,  in  the  person  of  George,  Earl  of  Huntly,*  the  second 
son  of  the  late  Earl. 

1571.  For  many  years  an  inveterate  animosity,  characteristic  of  the 
times,  had  subsisted  between  this  family  and  that  of  Lord  Forbes. 
JBoth  families  were  equally  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  revenge,  and  an 
eagerness  to  prosecute  their  deadly  quarrels.  Adam  Gordon,  who 
was  now  in  the  interest  of  the  queen,  had  been  recently  engaged  in 

Oct  10.  a  skirmish  with  the  Forbeses  at  Tulliangus  ;  after  which  he  availed 
himself  of  an  opportunity  to  attack  the  castle  of  Towie,  in  the  parish 
of  Leochell,  a  baronial  mansion  which  belonged  to  Forbes  of  Brux, 
one  of  this  family ;  but,  having  met  with  resistance,  he  set  fire  to  the 
castle,  and  the  lady  of  the  manor,  her  children,  and  servants,  to  the 
number  of  tweiity-sev6n  persons,  perished  in  the  flames,  f  So  barba- 
rous an  act  could  not  fail  to  exasperate  the  Forbeses,  and  prompt 
them  to  seek  for  revenge.  John,  Master  of  Forbes,  did  not  long  he- 
sitate to  proceed  in  quest  of  Adam  Gordon,  whom  he  found,  with 

Nov.  20.  his  confederates,  at  Aberdeen.  They  met  at  the  Crabestone,^  on  the 
south-west  side  of  the  town,  to  decide  their  quarrel  in  the  field,  and 
fought  with  the  utmost  fury;  but  the  Forbeses  were  defeated^ 
and  put  to  the  route,  the  Master  of  Forbes  being  taken  prisoner.  § 
In  this  conflict  sixty  were  slain  on  both  sides ;  and  some  of  the  citi- 
zens seem  to  have  been  actively  concerned  in  it,  probably  on  the 
part  of  Adam  Gordon.    It  would  appear  that  the  affair  was  afterwards 

1572.  represented  to  the  Earl  of  Morton,  when  regent  of  the  kingdom,  in  un- 
favourable terms  for  the  citizens.  They  were  summoned  in  a  penal  ac- 
tion before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  for  this  and  other  offences,  on 
which  Patrick  Menzies,  one  of  the  baillies,  was  delegated  by  the  magis- 
trates to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  to  explain 
the  circumstances  to  the  regent.  In  this  mission  he  appears  to  have 
succeeded^  for,  not  long  after,  the  action  was  quashed ;  and  Morton 

was 


*  Acts  of  Parliament^  vol.  ii.  p.  576.  t  Buchanan,  lib.  zz.  cap.  64. 

X  This  distinguished  stone  still  remains  in  the  front  wall  of  a  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  old 
road  leading  to  the  town  from  the  south,  about  1200  yards  from  the  cross,  it  also  marks  the  site  of 
the  field  of  battle  gained  by  Montrose  over  the  Covenanters,  13th  September,  l644. 

§  Budianan,  lib.  zz.  cap.  65. 
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was  pleased  to  grant  to  the  magistrates  and  community  a  remission  a.d.  1572, 
of  all  past  crimes  and  o£fences,  in  the  usual  form.  * 

• 

At  this  period  the  disorders  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  were 
become  intolerable,  and  crimes  of  every  kind  were  committed  with 
impunity.  The  regent  attempted  to  redress  these,  but  the  avarice 
which  he  betrayed  in  performing  it,  and  his  own  exactions,  were  more 
oppressive  to  the  people  than  all  the  irregularities  which  he  re- 
strained. After  the  occurrences  which  have  been  just  related,  Aber- 
deen became  obnoxious  to  him,  and  was  marked  out  as  an  object  to 
gratify  his  avarice.  He  repaired  to  the  town  in  the  beginning  of  1574. 
September,  at  the  time  the  justiciary  court  was  sitting ;  and,  having 
convened  the  citizens  before  him,  denounced  the  heaviest  vengeance 
upon  them  for  having  been  deficient  in  loyalty  to  their  sovereign 
during  the  late  commotions  among  the  nobility.  This  was  merely 
the  prelude  to  a  scheme  which  he  had  devised  to  wrest  from  the  citi- 
zens a  contribution  in  money.  The  scheme  was  conducted  with 
much  dexterity,  and  managed  with  his  usual  artifice.  He  introduced 
to  them  a  proposal  to  submit  to  the  payment  of  such  mitigation  or 
composition  as  he,  and  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  should  think 
adequate  to  their  offences.  In  vain  did  they  remonstrate  against 
such  an  exaction,  and  equally  vain  were  their  attempts  to  vindicate 
themselves.  After  many  meetings,  and  much  deliberation,  they  were 
at  length  constrained  to  acquiesce  in  his  demands,  that  they  might 
avoid  more  serious  consequences.  Six  of  them  were  associated  in  a 
bond,  to  which  the  common  seal  of  the  borough  was  affixed,  whereby 
it  was  stipulated  that  they  should  pay  4000  merks,f  as  a  composi- 
tion, to  be  raised  by  an  assessment  on  the  inhabitants  at  large.  With 
the  greatest  rigour  8000  merks  of  this  money  were  exacted  from 
them,  on  the  20th  day  of  the  subsequent  month  of  October ;  and  the 
remwning  1000  merks  the  regent  was  pleased  to  order  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  support  of  the  hospital,  the  leper's  house,  and  the  pub- 
lic works  of  the  town.    At  the  same  time  another  bond  was  framed, 

R  and 


♦  B^gister  of  Births  and  Burials,  voL  i.— Council  Register,  vol.  xxviiL  p.  22. 

t  Equal  to  about  L.477  158.  8cL  sterling.    One  thousand  merks  of  this  sum  were  assigned  to 
Biarjory  Douglas^  Ladj  Bavenscraig;,  and  paid  accordingly* 
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A.D.  1574,  and  signed  by  the  magistrates,  council,  and  the  whole  citizens,  by 
which  they  were  expressly  bound  ^  to  concur  with  the  king's  lawful 
lieges  in  the  defence  and  preservation  of  his  estate  and  authority ; 
and  not  to  entertain  traitors^  rebels^  or  conspirators^  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, nor  to  elect  any  persons  to  the  council  of  the  borough,  but 
such  as  were  known  to  be  zealous  professors  of  the  true  Christian  re- 
ligionj  as  now  established,  under  the  penal  sum  of  L.20,000."*  In  or- 
der to  give  some  semblance  of  justice  to  his  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
the  citizens  were  influenced  to  make  a  declaration,  acknowledging 
the  support  which  they  had  given  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  and  Adam 
Gordon,  his  brother,  during  the  late  rebellion.  These  matters  being 
thus  accommodated  to  his  mind,  a  remission  was  granted  by  the  re- 
gent to  the  magistrates  and  the  community  of  all  past  crimes  and 

1579.  offences.  In  this  year,  the  remembrance  of  old  transgressions,  and 
some  recent  irregularities  on  the  part  of  the  citizens,  prompted  the 
regent  to  make  another  attempt  to  gratify  his  usual  rapacity,  at  the 
expence  of  the  community,  and  to  make  the  citizens  feel  the  weight 
of  his  ministerial  vengeance.  With  this  view  he  had  recourse  to  an 
expedient  which  created  no  little  alarm  ^mong  them.*  An  action  at 
law  was  brought  against  the  magistrates  and  the  community,  before 
the  king  and  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  for  disfranchising  the  bo- 
rough, and  for  payment  of  the  penal  sum  of  L.20,000,  contained  in 
the  bond  formerly  mentioned,  on  the  usual  frivolous  pretence  of  of- 
fences and  irregularities  having  been  committed  by  the  citizens.  In 
this  action  were  also  included  the  1000  merks,  being  part  of  the  for- 
mer composition,  which  he  had  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit 

jo8i.  of  the  public  institutions.!  Happily  for  the  town  and  the  commu- 
nity, as  well  as  for  the  nation,  his  downfal  was  fast  approaching ;  for^ 
not  long  after,  he  terminated  his  career  on  the  scaffold.  King 
James  VI.  having  taken  the  reins  of  government  into  his  own  hands, 
the  further  prosecution  of  this  action  was  abandoned. 

A  short  time  after  Morton  had  been  declared  regent  of  the  king- 
dom, an  incident  occurred  which  at  first  appeared  to  be  pregnant 

with 


*  CouncU  Register,  vol  xxviii.  p.  257—264,  355.  t  Ibid  vol  xm.  p.  800. 
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with  fatal  consequences  to  a  valuable  part  of  the  patrimony  of  the  a.d.  i5si. 
borough.  George  Auchihleck  of  Balmanno,  at  this  time  president 
of  the  supreme  civil  court,  nephew  to  the  regent,  had  obtained  a 
grant .  of  the  lands  of  Polgownyj  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Don, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town.  Morton,  when  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  his  power,  conceiving  that  he  might,  without  challenge,  dis- 
pose of  the  ancient  property  of  the  borough,  granted  to  his  nephew 
a  charter,  de  novo  damusj  in  which  was  comprehended  a  right  to  the 
salmon  fishings  of  the  river  Don  contiguous  to  those  lands,  although 
these  fishings  had  belonged  to  the  borough  and  the  community,  and 
had  been  occupied  by  the  citizens  without  interruption,  since  the 
time  of  King  Robert  Bruce,  from  whom  they  had  derived  their 
right.  Under  the  authority  of  this  grant  from  the  regent,  Auchin- 
leck  proceeded  to  the  exercise  of  his  privilege  to  the  fishings,  which 
naturally  excited  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm  in  the  community, 
and  prompted  the  magistrates  to  attempt  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
laws,  for  obtaining  redress.  The  administration  of  justice  before  the 
civil  court  being  at  aU  times  tardy  and  uncertain,  was  not  likely  to 
afford  speedy  rfiief  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  more  especially  under 
the  government  of  such  a  minister  as  Morton.  In  the  year  1574 
mutual  law-suits  were,  however,  resorted  to,  in  order  to  support  the 
respective  claims  of  the  parties,  but  years  passed  away  in  fruitless 
and  expensive  litigation,*  and  the  community  obtained  no  redress. 
After  the  downfal  of  Morton,  when  the  government  of  the  kingdom 
had  devolved  upon  the  young  king,  the  magistrates  were  advised  to 
adopt  a  more  effectual  expedient  for  obtaining  restitution  of  the  pro- 
perty. They  addressed  their  memorial  on  this  important  matter  to 
King  James  and  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  who  were  at  this  time 
at  Dunnotter,  in  the  course  of  a  northern  excursion.  The  king  and 
his  council  were  so  fully  convinced  of  the  iniquity  of  the  grant,  and 
of  the  arbitrary  attempt  which  had  been  made  to  bereave  the  bo- 
rough of  its  ancient  rights,  that  they  did  not  hesitate  to  pass  a  revo- 

R  2  cation 


*  These  Uw^^saita  coft  tbe  town  no  lesB  than  L.6OO,  which  were  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  at 
different  times;  and  ultimately  the  magistrates  were  obliged  to  grant  leases,  in  reversion,  of  the 
mills,  of  certain  fishings,  and  of  the  bell  and  petty  customs,  in  order  to  raise  money  to  answer  this 
ezpence^Coifiia/  BegUier,  voL  xxix.  p.  84.  307.  S6S.  voL  zxz.  p,  840,  342.] 
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A.D.  1581.  cation*  of  the  charter  under  which  Auchinleck  claimed  the  property, 
so  far  as  it  extended  to  the  sahnon  fishings.     This  revocation  after- 
wards 


•  "  At  Dunotter,  the  xxii  day  of  Junij,  the  yeir  of  God  Jav€  four  scoir  ycirifl.— Anent  the  sup- 
plicationn  pntit  to  the  Kingis  Majestie  and  Lordis  of  secreit  Counsale,  be  the  Provest,  Counsale^  and 
Comunitie  of  the  bur^  of  Aberdene,  makand  mentionn^  That  quhairhiB  HieneB  piogenitor  Kixig  Bo- 
berty  of  gude  memorie^  quha  restis  w^  God^  sumtyme  beand  w^in  the  said  burg^,  penaving  the  bar« 
reimes  and  sterilitie  of  the  ciuitrie  quhairthe  said  buz^  is  situate  and  the  gret  honestie  y^of^  Togedder 
w^  the  fervent  lufe  schawin  be  thame  to  his  Hienes,  and  his  progenitors,  then  and  at  all  tymes  of 
befoir.    Considering  alsua  thair  bauld  manheid  in  the  recoving  and  destroying  of  the  strong  casteH 
biggit  and  mantenit  thair  be  the  Englismen  sumtyme,  for  danting  and  suppressing  of  the  bGi*  and 
cuntrie. — Uponn  thir  respectis  dotit  the  said  bui^  and  comunitie  y^of,  of  his  bountifuU  liberalitie 
and  clemende,  with  certane  comoditeis,  liberteis,  and  immuniteis,  for  the  ayd  and  support  of  the 
same ;  and  namelie,  with  ane  pece  ground  callit  the  Stokkat,  adjacent  to  the  bur^,  and  the  sahnound 
fischeings  of  the  same  bui^  uponn  the  watteris  of  Dey  and  Done,  for  yeirlie  pament,  to  his  Grace 
and  his  successors,  of  thre  hundreth  and  twentie  mkis  usuale  money  of  this  reahne.  In  name  of  feu<^ 
farme.  As  yair  infefbnent  thairof  proportis;  According  to  the  quhilk,  they  and  thair  predecessors 
hes  peceabillie  bruikit  and  joisit  the  saidis  sahnound  fischeings  of  the  samebibf  continewalUe  sen  the 
obtenig  of  thaii*  said  infeftment,  without  impedim^t  or  mplestationn  of  ony  person,  Q"ll  laitlie 
within  thir  five  yeirs  last  bipast,  that  George  Auchinlek  of  Bahnanno,  havand  the  lands  of  Polgoim 
and  Murk^,t  liand  contigue  to  the  sahnound  fischeingis  of  Done,  on  the  no^  and  north-eist  side 
of  the  saidis  fischeings,  purchest  ane  pndit  new  infefbnent  of  the  saidis  lands,  including  thairin 
sahnound  fischeing,  per  nwdo  de  novo  damns,  qlk  he  nor  his  predecessors  never  had  in  ony  infeft« 
raent  befoir.  But  maist  wranguslie  purchest  and  gevin  be  his  moder  broder  the  £r]l  of  Mortonn« 
then  being  Regent  of  his  Hienes  realme  and  lieges^  Not  onlie  to  the  gret  dampnage  and  detriment 
of  his  Hienes,  the  comunitie  foirsaid,  and  thair  posteritie,  bot  alsua  to  the  gret  prejudice  of  his 
Mateis  yeirlie  revenew  and  patrimony  of  his  crown ;  In  sa  far,  for  the  said  Provest,  Counsale,.  and 
Comuniteis  p^  that  gif  the  said  George  be  sufierit  to  cum  in  possessionn  (in  the  qlk  as  zit  he  nevir 
cam)  of  the  said  new  pndit  conquest  of  the  said  fischeing,  Thay  and  thair  successors  will  be  debar* 
rit  and  stoppit  fra  all  salmound  fischeing  on  that  watter,  in  all  tymes  cuing.  In  respect  he  pndis  his 
said  new  fischeing  to  be  betwix  thame  and  the  sea,  and  in  the  sea,  and  in  the  sey  forgains  the  watter 
mouth  of  Done,  Thair  scarring  and  debarring  of  the  salmound  fischis,  with  oobbilis,  airis,  and 
nettis,  stopping  thame  to  enter  in  the  watter,  and  thairby  chaissing  of  thame  agane  in  the  mayne 
sey.  To  the  saids  Provest,  Counsale,  and  Comunities  utter  heirischip  and  wrak,  Seing  that  without 
the  industrie  and  comoditie  of  salmound  na  bui^  nor  inhabitant  of  bui^  culd  well  be  thair  be  desert 
solitude.    And  as  concerning  his  Hienes  pt  in  prejudice  of  his  patrimony,  they  cannot  be  abiU  to 
pay  the  yeirlie  feu  farme  of  thre  hundreth  and  twenty  mkis  to  his  Hienes;,  gif  they  inlaik  the 
comoditie  q^foir  the  same  is  payit.     Mairowir  his  Matie  will  inlaik  the  yeirlie  dewitie  and  custume 
of  the  salmound  fisches,  qlk  now  is  payit  yeirlie,  gif  the  salmound  be  not  taikin,  bot  sta3rit  and  im« 
peidit  be  the  impediment  foirsaid,  for  the  maist  special  dewitie  and  custume  of  the  said  bur^  consists 
in  the  custume  of  salmound  yeirlie.  As  the  Cheker  comptis  testifies,  Swa  are  they  not  onlie  hurt  and 
'dampnifeit  be  this  new  infefbnent  of  de  novo  damns,  bot  alsua  his  Hienes  patrimony  is  and  wilbe 
meikle  hurt  y^by.     Humilie  thairfoir  desyring  oure  Soverane  Lord,  That  for  releif  of  his  awin  oon« 

f  These  lands  now  belong  to  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Fraaer,  Esq.  of  Fraserfield»  and  ar«  distinguiabcd  Iqr  the  names  of 
Fraserfield  and  Murcar. 
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rraida  obtained  the  sanction  of  parliament,  which  completely  termi-  A.D-  isbv 
Dated  this  business,  which  had  depended  for  several  years. 

The  affairs  of  the  kingdom  being  at  this  time  pretty  tranquil, 
King  James,  in  the  month  of  November,  this  year,  made  a  progress 
northward,  and  visited  Aberdeen  for  the  first  time.  He  was  re- 
ceived by  the  magistrates  amidst  the  loudest  acclamations  of  joy  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  neglected  nothing  which  could  express  their 
duty  and  affection  to  their  young  sovereign.  The  community  voted 
8000  merks*  for  a  present  in  gold,  to  be  tendered  to  his  Majesty, 
and  for  defraying  the  charges  which  might  be  incurred  on  the  occa- 
sion.   During  his  stay,  the  citizens  formed  a  daily  guard  to  attend 

his 


sdence,  RedteB  of  the  said  Provest,  Counsalej  and  Comanitie,  and  reteng  his  Mateis  awin  richt  and 
yeirlie  rent.  That  his  Hienes  wald  provide  remeid  heirto  be  revoiking  of  the  said  pndit  new  In- 
feftment  of  de  novo  damus,  for  the  caiii^'  foirsaida^  lykead  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  the  said  sup- 
plicationn.  Quhilk  being  red,  sene^  and  considderit  be  his  Matie  and  Lordis  of  secreit  Counsale^  and 
they  having  respect  not  onlie  to  the  scaith  sustenit  be  the  saidis  Provest^  Counsale^  and  Comunitie^ 
be  granting  of  the  said  new  Infeftment  of  the  said  fischeing,  bot  alsua  that  his  Hienes  b  and  wilbe 
gretlie  prejudgit  y^by,  Respectand  thairw^  all  the  comoditie  that  shall  redound  to  his  Maties  self  be 
nmlfing  of  the  Said  revocationn^  Hes  thairfoir^  eftir  mature  aduise  and  deliberationn^  Reuoikit, 
caant  anoUit,  and  dischairgit,  Lykeas  his  Matie^  be  their  pntis,  with  auise  of  the  Lordis  of  his  se- 
crdt  Coiunsal^  Revoikb^  cassis,  anuUis,  and  dischairgis,  tiie  said  new  Infeftment  of  de  novo  damns, 
aa  fer  as  the  same  eztendis  or  may  extend  to  the  saids  fischeingis  allenarlie.  As  given  to  the  sai4 
George,  in  his  Maties  minoritie,  not  only  to  the  scaith  of  the  saids  Provest,  Counsale,  and  Comu« 
nide^  bot  alsua  to  the  gret  hurt  of  his  Hienes  awin  yeirHe  rent  Dedairand  the  same,  with  all  that 
followit  or  may  follow  thairuponn,  touching  the  said  fischeings,  to  have  been  fira  the  begyning,  and 
to  be  in  all  tyme  cuming,  of  nane  avaiU,  force,  nor  effect  in  judgement,  or  outwith  quhair  the 
same  beis  produdt" 

(Subscribed) 
"  Deir."         "  MuNTROiss.**  ''  JAMES  R." 

DORS.  "  Apud  Dunnotter,  xxii  Junij,  Jv.  lxxx©. 

8BDBRUNT; 

REX, 

LSVENAZ,  DUKFERMLINO, 

MONTROISS,  DCIR, 

Mar,  Sanct  Colhis  Incus; 

''  Red,  past,  and  allowit  in  Counsall  sittand."  ^ 

(Signed)  '•  J0ANNE8  Andbo*** 

This  deed  was  ratified  in  parliament,  30th  October,  1^81. 
*  Council  Register,  voL  xsx.  p^     5. 
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A.D.  1581.  his  Majestyr  and  he  and  the  nobility  were  entertained  with  plays^ 
fastSj  histories^  antiques^  and  various  other  amusements,  which  were 
1582.  customary  at  the  time.     In  the  following  year  he  paid  them  another 
visit,  and  was  received  with  the  usual  ceremonies  and  marks  of  at- 
tention. 

1589.  On  the  24th  of  April,  this  year,  he  visited  the  town,  attended  by 
his  court,  and  was  received  by  the  magistrates  and  by  the  citizens, 
under  arms,  with  every  expression  of  joy  of  the  inhabitants.  But  this 
visit  appears  to  have  been  chiefly  intended  for  financial  purposes;  for 
a  call  was  made  on  the  community  for  a  loan  of  2000  merks,  which 
was  advanced  to  the  Earl  of  Angus  on  his  Majesty's  account.* 
Princes,  however,  seldom  think  of  repaying  money  which  has  been 
borrowed  from  their  subjects,  and  therefore  this  advance  never  was 
refunded  to  Aberdeen,  f  On  this  occasion  liberal  presents  were 
made  to  the  king  and  his  nobles,  in  wine,  wax,  and  spiceries,  as  was 
customary :  and  that  his  Majesty  and  his  nobles  might  exercise  ar-< 
chery,  arrow  buts  were  constructed  at  the  CastlehiU  for  their  ac- 
commodation. At  the  same  time  a  donation  in  money  was  presented 
to  the  Justice  Clerk,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  practice.:]: 

« 

About  this  time  the  king  had  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with 
Anne,  second  daughter  of  Frederic  II.  of  Denmark,  and  his  marriage 
was  an  event  in  which  the  nation  was  peculiarly  interested.  The 
Earl  Marischal  had  been  sent,  at  the  head  of  a  splendid  embassy,  to 
conclude  the  treaty  of  marriage  at  the  court  of  that  kingdom,  having 
received  powers  and  instructions  drawn  with  the  king's  own  hand. 
The  young  queen  set  sail  for  Scotland,  but  unfortunately  a  violent 
storm  drove  her  fleet  into  Norway,  which  circumstance  occasioned 
no  little  uneasiness  to  the  king.    He  instantly  fitted  Dut  some  ships, 

and 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  zxzii.  p.  492- 

t  Several  years  afterwards  the  magistrates  attempted  to  recover  the  money  from  the  Earl  of  An- 
gus, by  an  action  at  law  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council;  but  they  found  it  to  be  a  debt  of  the 
king^s,  and,  of  course,  irrecoverable.-— {[Cbunctf  RegUter,  voL  xlv.  405.^ 

f  Sir  Lewis  Bannatyne  of  AuchmuU  received  seven  Scotdsh  rose  nobles  of  gold,  value  11  msiks 
each ;  and  his  Clerks  one  rose  noVLe^^^Qmncil  Register,  vol.  nuuL  p,  B21.2 
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and  sailed  for  Denmark,  attended  by  the  chancellor,  and  several  no-  A.D.  usg. 
btemen,  in  quest  of  his  bride.  Having  arrived  in  a  port  in  Norway, 
where  he  found  the  queen,  the  marriage  was  solemnized,  and  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  the  winter  at  the  court  of  Denmark.  During  his  ab- 
sence, no  period  of  his  reign  was  more  remarkable  for  tranquillity,  or 
more  free  from  those  commotions  which  so  often  disturbed  the  na- 
tion. In  order  that  Aberdeen  might  show  its  degree  of  importance 
in  the  state,  and  display  its  loyalty  and  attachment  to  its  sovereign  on 
this  important  occasion,  the  magistrates  fitted  out,  at  the  expence  of 
the  community,  a  ship  called  the  Nicholas^  under  the  command  of 
one  of  the  baillies  and  another  of  the  citizens,  to  form  part  of  the 
squadron  which  was  intended  to  convey  their  Majesties  home  to 
Scotland.  The  ship  sailed  from  Aberdeen  for  Denmark  on  the  I6th 
April,  being  completely  armed,  and  decorated  with  "  ensigns^  f^gs^ 
and  streamers  of  fvar^  red  side  cloths^  and  gilded  tops.^^  At  the  same 
time  there  appears  to  have  been  an  abundant  supply  of  provisions,  as 
weU  as  of  other  necessaries,  on  board,  for  the  entertainment  of  those 
who  might  happen  to  become  visitors  in  the  course  of  the  voyage.* 

On  the  1st  of  May  the  king  and  queen  arrived  at  Leith,  and  met  1590. 
with  a  welcome  reception  from  their  subjects.  The  queen's  dowry, 
at  least  a  portion  of  it,  appears  to  have  accompanied  their  Majesties ; 
for,  soon  after,  L.8000  of  the  money  were  given  in  loan  t^  Aberdeen, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  10  merks  for  each  L.100.  A  conside- 
rable part  of  this  sum  was  appropriated  to  extinguish  the  debt  which 
had  been  contracted  by  the  magistrates  for  the  expence  attending 
the  visits  of  the  king  and  his  nobles,  on  previous  occasions ;  and  the 
remainder  was  advanced  in  loan  to  several  of  the  citizens,  on  mort- 
gages 


*  The  crew  consisted  of  thirty  mariners^  six  of  whom  were  expert  pilots ;  the  ordnance  was  six 
pie9e8  of  cast  iron,  a  piece  called  the  falconn,  and  another  the  ring  dog,  with  powder  and  shot;  the 
provisicms  comprehended  eight  barrels  of  salt  beef,  two  barrels  of  fresh  beef,  four  barrels  of  oat- 
meal, four  barrels  of  keeling,  one  barrel  of  salmon,  one  barrel  of  butter,  twenty-four  barrels  of 
baked  oat  bread,  and  four  bairels  of  white  biscuit  ,*  the  liquors  on  board  were  one  puncheon  of 
claret,  six  puncheons  and  nineteen  barrels  of  ale.  John  CoUison,  baillie,  was  appointed  comman- 
der-in-chief,  and  David  Endeaucht  his  deputy;  and  L.I60  were  allowed  them  for  contingent  charges. 
The  whole  expence  to  the  community  amounted  to  L.I6OO1  (equal  to  L.200  atcrlmg).— Cdwuctf 
Register,  vcl.  xxxul  p.  598.  736.] 


^ 


128  AKNALS  OF   ABERDEEK. 

A.D.  1590.  gages  of  their  property.  The  money,  however,  does  not  appear  to 
have  remained  long  with  the  town.  Four  years  afterwards  L.7000 
were  called  for,  and  repaid  to  the  master  of  the  mint ;  and  the  re- 
maining L.IOOO  were,  in  July,  1594,  paid  to  Sir  John  Carmi- 
chael,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expence  incurred  at  the  cele- 
bration of  the  baptism  of  the  young  Prince  Frederic  Henry,  Prince, 
of  Scotland,  which  happened  in  the  end  of  August  that  year.  * 

When  intelligence  was  brought  to  the  town  of  the  birth  of  the 
prince,  there  were  great  rejoicings  among  all  ranks  of  the  citizens. 
Sunday  being  the  day  appropriated  to  the  celebration  of  the  event, 
was  ushered  in  with  ringing  of  bells,  and  bonfires  on  the  streets. 
After  the  sermon  the  magistrates  and  principal  inhabitants  formed  a 
procession  through  the  town,  expressing  their  joy  in  psalmody  on 
the  happy  occasion ;  and,  whajt  may  appear  remarkable  in  this  reli- 
gious sera,  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  festivity,  and  to 
drinking  wine  at  the  cross,  while  a  profusion  of  English  beer  was 
distributed  among  the  people  assembled,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  f 

1592.  In  the  course  of  the  king's  progress  to  the  north,  this  year,  he 
arrived  at  Aberdeen  on  the  19th  of  February,  and  was  received  by 
the  magistrates  and  by  the  principal  citizens  at  the  bridge  of  Dee, 
whither  they  had  gone  to  meet  him.  On  his  arrival  in  the  town,  he 
was  presented  with  an  abundant  supply  of  wine,  sweetmeats,  and 
spiceries,  as  was  customary. ;{:  But,  notwithstanding  the  liberality 
and  attention  which  were  shown  to  him  by  the  citizens  on  this  and 
previous  occasions,  his  Majesty,  being  jealous  of  their  attachment  to 
the  family  of  Huntly,  and  of  their  still  entertaining  a  partiaUty  for 
the  ancient  form  of  religion,  was  pleased  to  exact  a  singular  bond 

from 


*  Council  Register,  voL  zzziii.  p.  736.  774.  voL  zxnr.  p.  357*  voL  xxrri,  p.  7- 

t  Council  Register,  voL  zxzv.  p.  224. 

%  One  puncheon  of  old  Bourdeaux  wine,  with  spiceries,  vis :  four  libs,  of  pepper,  one  half  lib. 
of  mace,  four  ounces  of  safiron,  one  half  lib.  cannel,  fourteen  libs,  of  suckor,  two  dozen  of  buisHs 
oiotmfectis,  one  dozen  huistis  o£  scorcheUts,  one  dozen  of  bvistU  of  tucior  almandU,  one  dozen  of 
buUtis  of  confectianis,  and  a  chalder  of  coals.  The  captain  of  his  guard,  at  the  same  time,  received 
L.800  for  dispensing  with  the  attendance  of  the  dtizena  on  his  Majesty,  in  his  pn^gress  norths 
waxd.<«^CottiicJ{  Begisier,  voL  nziv,  p.  665.  672.] 
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from  the  magistrates  and  the  community,  not  only  "  for  their  good  a.d.  1592. 
behaviour,  and  for  observing  the  true  doctrines  of  religion,  as  now 
established ;  but  which  also  bound  them  not  to  confederate  with  the 
Earls  of  Huntly,  Angus,  Errol,  Sir  Patrick  Gordon  of  Auchindown, 
and  certain  other  barons  of  the  north ;  nor  with  Jesuits,  priests,  pa- 
pists, or  declared  rebels." 

Meanwhile  these  popish  lords,  who  were  the  heads  of  a  faction 
which  openly  favoured  the  views  of  Spain,  had  been  discovered  in  a 
conspiracy  against  the  king.  They  had,  for  some  time,  been  carrying 
on  a  negociation  with  the  king  of  Spain,  to  whom  they  had  tendered 
their  services.  It  had  been  concerted  to  land  a  body  of  his  troops, 
either  in  Galloway,  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clyde ;  with  which  they  in- 
tended, in  the  first  place,  to  establish  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in 
Scotland,  and  then  to  make  an  attempt  to  invade  England  with  the 
whole  forces  of  the  kingdom.  For  this  and  other  acts  of  conspiracy 
and  treason,  and  for  their  disobedience  to  the  established  church,  for 
which  they  had  been  excommunicated,  a  parliament,  which  had  been 
called  for  the  purpose,  declared  them  guilty  of  high  treason,  and 
their  estates  and  honours  forfeited.  They  now  took  arms  against  1594. 
their  sovereign,  and  speedily  assembled  a  considerable  body  of  men, 
which  they  had  collected  from  their  numerous  vassals  and  depen- 
dents in  the  north.  In  this  posture  of  affairs,  the  king  gave  a  com- 
mission to  the  Earl  of  Argyle  and  Lord  Forbes,  two  powerful  chief- 
tains, at  enmity  with  the  conspirators,  to  invade  their  territories,  and 
to  endeavour  to  subdue  them.  The  Earl  of  Argyle  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  an  army  of  7000  men,  and  met  the  conspirators  at  Glen- 
livat,  in  Banffshire.  The  armies  encountered  each  other,  but  the  Oct  3. 
king's  forces  being  unable  to  resist  the  impression  of  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry, were  unfortunately  defeated,  and  put  to  flight. 

The  king,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  disaster,  accelerated  his 
progress  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  collected  a  small  body  of  troops,  and 
was  joined  by  Lord  Forbes  and  several  barons  of  the  county,  who 
had  remained  steadily  attached  to  his  Majesty,  and  were  at  enmity 
with  Huntly  and  Errol.  The  appearance  of  this  force,  and  the  de- 
fection of  many  of  the  former  adherents  of  the  conspirators,  after  the 
late  battle,  obliged  them  to  seek  refuge  in  the  mountains.    They 

8  were 
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A.D.  1594.  were  at  last  reduced  to  extreme  distress  by  the  severity  of  the 
season,  and  obtained  the  king's  permission  to  retire  beyond  seas.  In 
the  meantime  their  lands  had  been  wasted,  and  some  of  their  castles 
burnt  and  demolished;*  while  others,  being  taken,  were  garrisoned  with 
the  king's  troops,  to  keep  the  country  under  proper  subjection.  The 
Duke  of  Lennox  was  left  at  Aberdeen,  as  his  Majesty's  lieutenant  in 
the  north,  and  tranquillity  was  re-established  in  the  country.  As  a 
mean  of  propitiation  for  his  favour,  the  magistrates  presented  to  him 
a  purse  of  L.206,  and  conferred  upon  him  the  freedom  of  the  borough : 
in  return  for  which  he  was  pleased  to  grant  a  remission  to  the  citi- 
zens, of  all  past  offences,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  times. 

Meanwhile  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  had  continued  firmly  to 
support  the  king,  and  to  promote  his  views,  particularly  with  regard 
to  those  who  still  persevered  in  favouring  the  popish  religion.  Three 
foreign  priests,  the  friends  and  advisers  of  the  conspirators,  having 
about  this  time  made  their  appearance  in  the  town,. were  seized,  and 
committed  to  custody,  till  the  king's  pleasure  should  be  known. 
This  seems  to  have  greatly  incensed  the  popish  lords,  who  not  only, 
by  violence,  rescued  the  priests  firom  the  civil  power,  and  set  them  at 
liberty,  but  denounced  their  heaviest  vengeance  against  the  town^ 
threatening  it  with  fire  and  sword,  and  other  acts  of  hostility^  which 
'  they  thought  proper  to  notify  by  a  very  singular  writing,  in  the  form 
of  a  letter,  under  their  hands,  addressed  to  the  magistrates.  This 
circumstance  appears  to  have  been  taken  up  in  a  very  alarming  point 
of  view  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  envoy  in  Scotland.  The  queen,  at  this 
time,  was  exceedingly  watchful  of  the  motions  of  £ing  James,  and 
entertained  suspicions  of  his  favouring  the  designs  of  these  popish 
lords.  This  menacing  letter  was  very  early  communicated  to  her 
Majesty,!  and  the  matter  was  represented  as  a  daring  outrage  against 

the 


*  The  town  of  Aberdeen  furnished  mason«  and  pioneers,  with  utensfls  and  gun  powder,  £01^  de* 
molishing  the  castles  of  Strathbogie  and  Slains. — ^Guildry  Accounts,  from  1594  to  1595.3 

t  Liters  Minatorice,  per  quosdam  Dominos  Scoticanos  Papali  Religioni  addictos,  ad  Fraesidem 
et  Ballivos  de  Aberdene  missse.  ' 

**  Pfwest,  BaiUks,  CounsaU,  and  Contnaadtie  ofAbirdene. 

**  Considering  thirt:,  agains  the  lawis  of  nations,  and  withoat  any  order  or  justice,  se,  at  the 
apetyie  of  sum  of  our  enexnyes,  or  of  indiscreet  malice  agains  us^  have  tane  and  imprissonit  thre 
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the  government,  and  the  authority  of  the  king.  The  battle  of  Glen-  a-D.  159*. 
livat,  however,  havmg  taken  place  soon  after  this  occurrence,  and  the 
popish  lords  being  completely  subdued,  the  king  acquired  Eliza- 
beth's confidence,  and  the  town  was  saved  from  the  effects  of  their 
vengeance.  On  the  13th  of  October  the  king  came  to  Aberdeen^ 
where  he  held  his  court,  and  remained  in  the  town  for  some  days. 
In  the  meantime,  he  was  graciously  pleased  to  dispense  with  the  per- 
sonal services  of  the  citizens  in  his  army,  at  this  time  in  the  north. 

8  2  The 


fftnagems,  gentlemen  quha  war  com  in  the  cuntrie,  (as  we  ar  infbrnut)  horn  oiher  Chrbtione 
VrmotB,  to  $ute  maiat  hmnblie  at  hit  MofeHie  our  M aistcr  sum  ease  of  our  distressed  estaittis. 

<'  Thairfor,  as  we  have  travellit  with  aow  by  all  honest  and  &ire  meanis  thir  dayes  bypast,  tar 
yair  releifis,  swa  now  we  certifie  zow,  by  this  present,  that  without  thir  gentilmen,  with  thair  haill 
aquipage,  be  put  to  liberties  xenderit  amd  delyrerit  unto  usj  we  will  not  onelie  esteama  of  sou  ob 
our  enemyes^  in  all  tymes  cunringy  but  will  instantlie  persew  aow,  zour  toun«  gudis^  and  geir,  baith 
with  fyra  and  sworde,  and  aU  other  kynde  of  hostilities  consisting  in  our  possibiliteis  and  power  ; 
and  it  sal  be  ane  peipetuall  querreU,  to  stand  sa  lange  as  our  houses  and  posteriteis  shall  last 

ft 

**  Thus,  remitting  the  rest  to  cor  jugementis  and  opinion^  without  we  be  instantlie  satisfeit.  We 
gere  jir  prcsentis  for  ane  disdiarge  of  aU  assuranees  bypast,  and  biddis  sow  be  at  acr  advantage, 
the  nineteenth  of  July^  one  thousand  five  hundred  ninety  four. 

'*  Zort  as  se  deserve,  Mer  preeenUie  peax  or  wean. 

''  Angus." 

"  HUNTLIE." 

«  Errol/' 

*'  AucHiNnouN.'* 

BOHSw--*^'  To  the  PrenoH,  BaUUes,  CouneaUi  and  Cammumik  of  New  Abirdener 


ad  quondam  Dominum  de  condlio  Reginse  super  Uteris  antedictis  ad  Abirdenenses  misds. 

''  Please  it  your  Lordship, 

**  For  discharge  of  my  promise^  I  send  heir  inclosed  some  notes  of  intelligence^  and  the  copy  of 
a  letter  writtyn  be  the  Papist  Lords  to  the  Tonm  of  Abirdene  ;  which,  as  your  Lordship  has  perused, 
k  wiU  please  you  lykewyse  to  impart  to  her  MaJesHe,  and  be  a  meane  and  furtherance  of  my  second 
audience:  wherein,  attending  her  MajesH^s  good  pleasure,  after  I  have  craved  pardon  of  this  my 
cmpeshing  of  your  Lordship,  I  take  leave,  committing  your  Lordship  to  God's  blissid  protection. 

"  London,  this  mominge,  the  8th  of  August,  one  thousand  BYe  hundred  ninety  four. 

^  Your  Lordship's  alwayes  assured  to  command, 

Pgmm^s  Fadera,  ooL  xvi  p.  ^56.  257. 
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A.D.  1596.  The  Earl  of  Huntly  and  the  other  popish  lords  having  found  it 
necessary  publicly  to  acknowledge  their  spiritual  errors,  and  their 
transgressions  against  the  king,  and  quietly  to  submit  to  the  es- 
tablished authority  both  of  the  church  and  state,  were  received  into 
the  bosom  of  the  former,  and  to  the  favour  of  his  Majesty.  It  was 
not,  however,  till  after  a  long  and  serious  conference  with  the  minis- 
ters of  religion  at  Aberdeen,  that  Huntly  was  convinced  of  his  spiri- 
tual errors.  Having  made  an  ample  confession  on  the  22d  March,  he 
was  absolved  from  the  sentence  of  excommunication,*  which  had  been 
passed  against  him ;  and,  in  the  end  of  May  thereafter,  he  obtained 
a  free  pardon  from  his  sovereign,  who  restored  to  him  his  estates 
and  honours,  and  soon  after  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of  Marquis 
of  Huntly,  on  the  occasion  of  solemnizing  the  baptism  of  the  Princess 
Margaret. 

This  ancient  and  illustrious  family  had  been  held,  for  several 
ages,  in  great  favour  by  the  community  of  Aberdeen.  In  the  middle 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  Earl  of  Huntly  and  the  citizens  were 
united  in  a  bond  of  man-rent,  for  their  mutual  support  and  defence. 
In  the  present  century  the  Earl  of  Huntly  filled  the  office  of  chief 
magistrate  of  the  town,  and  was  permitted  to  make  choice  of  his  own 
council,  in  opposition  to  the  powerful  influence  of  the  Menzies',  who, 
for  many  years,  had  directed  the  administration  of  its  civil  afiairs. 
In  the  year  1568  the  magistrates,  in  name  of  the  community,  pre- 
sented to  George,  late  Earl  of  Huntly,  f  a  purse  of  500  merks,  for  his 
private  services  to  the  town.  In  the  year  1572  he  was  presented 
with  600  merks,  for  similar  services,  and  as  a  token  of  their  sincere 
regard  for  the  family.  J  In  the  year  1582  the  freedom  of  the  bo- 
rough had  been  conferred  on  the  present  Earl,  his  son,  and  also  on 
forty  of  his  friends,  chiefly  barons  of  the  county :  and,  on  the  arrival 
1598.  of  the  Earl  at  Aberdeen,  about  this  time,  accompanied  with  the 

Duke 


*  Spottiswood^  p.  44S. 

t  He  died  upon  the  20th  October^  1 576,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  George,  then  l6  years 
of  age. — [Register  of  Baptisms  and  Burials,  vol.  i.] 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  613.  voL  xxviL  p.  765. 
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Duke  of  Lennox,  all  former  animosities  between  Huntly  and  the  ci-  a.d.  1598. 
tizens  being  now  buried  in  perpetual  oblivion,  he  was  received  with 
the  greatest  marks  of  respect  by  the  magistrates,  and  by  the  citizens; 
and  presents  of  wines  and  sweet-meats  were  made,  both  to  him  and 
the  Duke  of  Lennox,  as  tokens  of  their  esteem.* 

In  the  month  of  April,  this  year,  the  king  having  paid  a  visit  to  1600. 
the  town,  attended  by  his  court,  the  citizens  voted  to  him  a  liberal 
present  of  3000  merks,  in  money ;  and  also  wine,  spiceries,  and 
sweetmeats,  on  the  occasion,  to  the  value  of  550  merks  more.  In 
the  subsequent  month  of  May,  the  queen  made  a  visit  to  the  town, 
for  the  first  time,  and  was  received  with  every  mark  of  attention  and 
respect  due  to  her.  The  expence  incurred  on  this  occasion,  for  pre- 
sents and  entertainments  to  her  Majesty,  and  her  attendants, 
amounted  to  no  less  than  L.18S8  6s.  8d.,f  which,  with  the  charge  of 
the  king's  visit,  was  raised  by  an  assessment  on  the  citizens,,  in  the 
usual  manner. :]: 

At  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  such  was  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  disregard  which  was  shown  to  the  laws, 
that  the  town  and  neighbourhood  were  often  oppressed  by  the  high-  - 
landers  from  Birse,  Glen  tanner,  and  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Being  strangers  to  industry,  averse  from  labour,  and  unrestrained  by 
law,  they  committed  their  depredations  in  bodies,  carrying  off  cattle 
and  other  property  as  their  spoil ;  and  not  unfrequently,  when  they 
met  with  resistance,  murdered  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the 
course  of  their  predatory  excursions.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town 
were,  therefore,  kept  constantly  on  the  alert,  and  obhged  to  have  re- 
course to  arms,  to  defend  their  own  and  their  neighbour's  property 
from  these  lawless  freebooters.  § 

The  mysterious  affair  of  the  conspiracy  against  the  life  of  King 
James,  by  John  Buthven,  Earl  of  Gowrie,  and  his  brother  Alexander, 

which 


♦  The  wines  consisted  ofhullock  and  teni,  &c.— Council  Register,  vol.  xxxviiL  p.  177. 

t  Amounting  together  to  L.384  4s.  sterling  money. 

X  Council  Register,  vol  xxxiz.  p.  502,  58^.  §  Ibid.  vol.  zxziv.  p.  9^0. 
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A.D.  1600.  which  happened  at  this  time,  and  is  so  well  known  in  history,  created 

no  little  sensation  in  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  whose 

■ 

loyalty  and  attachment  to  their  sovereign  was  particularly  distin- 
1601.  gttished.  The  event  was  commemorated  this  year  by  the  magistrates 
and  the  citizens,  on  the  5th  of  August,  which  was  appropriated  as  a 
day  of  thanksgiving.  On  this  occasion  they  formed  a  procession 
through  the  streets,  manifesting,  in  psalmody,  their  joy  at  the  mira- 
culous escape  of  the  king  from  the  hands  of  the  treasonable  conspi- 
rators. The  cross  was  decorated  with  tapestry,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  day  was  devoted  to  drinking  wine  profusely  at  the  cross,  as  was 
customary.  In  order  to  express  their  abhorrence  of  the  attempt 
which  had  been  made  on  the  life  of  their  sovereign,  the  magistrates 
requested  Thomas  Cargill,  rector  of  the  grammar  school,  to  compose 
an  address  in  Latin,  which  was  presented  to  his  Majesty,  and  gra- 
ciously received.  For  this  performance  Mr.  Cargill  received  from 
the  magistrates  a  remuneration  of  L.20.* 

1600.  '  While  tranquillity  prevailed  at  home  among  all  ranks  of  men,  this 
year  was  particularly  distinguished  by  the  union  of  the  two  crowns 
of  Scotland  and  England,  in  the  person  of  James  VI.  the  last  King  of 
March  24.  Scots.  King  James  being  now  called  to  the  throne  of  England,  on 
the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  last  of  the  family  of  Tudor,  the  more 
considerate  foresaw  that  important  advantages  were  likely  to  result 
from  an  union  betwixt  the  two  nations,  which,  though  they  were  se- 
parated only  by  an  imaginary  line,  and  destined  to  form  one  great 
monarchy,  had  been  long  at  variance,  and  engaged  in  almost  perpetual 
so.  hostilities.  When  intelligence  of  this  event,  so  momentous  to  the 
country,  was  brought  to  the  town,  there  were  great  rejoicings  and 
gratulations  among  all  ranks  of  the  citizens.  The  magistrates  as- 
sembled the  inhabitants  in  the  church-yard,  by  sound  of  trumpet  and 
beat  of  drum,  in  order  to  receive  the  joyful  tidings ;  bonfires  were 
made  upon  the  streets  by  the  people ;  the  cross,  as  usual,  was  deco* 
rated ;  and  the  bells  continued  to  ring,  at  intervals,  during  the  course 
of  the  day.    The  younger  citizens,  able  to  bear  armS;  were  exercised 

in 


*  Councfl  R^pfltcTj  ToL  sL  p.  106. 179. 
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in  filing  vollies  with  their  kagbuts ;  and  the  latter  part  of  the  day  was  A.D.  i60x 
celebrated  by  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  with  a  profusion  of 
wine,  which  was  consumed  at  the  cross,  the  glasses  being  cast,  as  was 
customary  on  days  of  rejoicing.  The  magistrates  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  express  their  congratulations  to  the  king  on  his  acces* 
sion  to  the  English  throne,  and  their  unalterable  attachment  to  his 
Majesty,  in  the  form  of  an  address,  which  he  graciously  received ; 
and,  in  return,  transmitted  to  them  a  letter,  expressive  of  his  affec- 
tion and  regard  for  the  town  and  the  community.  In  the  immediate 
subsequent  year  he  honoured  them  with  another  letter  to  the  same 
purport,  which  was  communicated  to  the  citissens,  assembled  in  a 
head  coiut,  in  the  usual  manner*'*' 

Although  James  had  now  been  absent^  from  Scotland  for  up-  1617. 
wards  of  fourteen  years,  yet  at  no  period  of  his  eventful  reign  had 
his  authority  been  more  regarded  by  his  subjects  in  that  kingdom, 
or  peace  and  tranquillity  more  completely  established,  than  since  his 
accession  to  the  throne  of  England.  At  the  same  time,  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs  had  been  conducted  with  an  order  and  mo* 
deration  to  which  the  nation  had  been  little  accustomed  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  his  reign.  This  and  the  daily  proofs  which  the  king  gave 
of  his  partiality  and  friendship  towards  the  people,  secured  their  du- 
tiful obedience  both  to  him  and  his  government.  But,  for  some  time 
past,  James  had  entertained  a  design  of  making  certain  changes  of 
ecclesiastical  discipline  and  government,  in  Scotland,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  extending  of  episcopal  authority,  the  introducing 
a  few  ceremonies  into  public  worship,  and  the  establishing  a  superio- 
rity in  the  civil  above  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction.  With  this  view, 
and  in  order  to  renew  his  ancient  friendships  and  connections,  the 
king  had  resolved  to  visit  his  native  country  in  the  summer  of  this 
year.  Having  repaired  to  Edinburgh,  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen 
received  early  intelligence,  by  letter,  from  the  lords  of  the  privy 
council,  of  his  intentions  to  remain  for  sometime  in  Scotland  for  his 
"^  sport  and  game. "^    They  were,  at  the  same  thne,  advised,  that  he 

proposed 


Beguffer^ 
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A.D.  1617.  proposed  to  make  a  progress  to  the  north,  with  his  attendants,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  intended  "  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  chief  boroughs  of 
the  kingdom,  particularly  Aberdeen ;  which,  being  among  the  best, 
his  Majesty  was  so  much  the  more  anxious  that  all  things  be  so  or- 
derly provided  there,  that  there  appear  no  marks  of  incivility,  or 
token  of  penury  and  scant ;  and,  therefore,  recommending  that  lodg- 
ings  be  prepared  in  the  most  handsome,  civil,  and  courtly  manner, 
with  good  bedding,  well  washed  and  well  smelled  nappericj  clear  and 
clean  vessels,  of  sufficient  largeness,  plenty  of  provisions  and  vivers ; 
the  streets  to  be  kept  clear  of  beggars  and  tniddings.''  This  minute- 
ly detailed  dispatch  being  communicated  to  the  citizens,  assembled 
in  their  head  court,  they  most  cheerfully  promised  the  strictest  ob- 
servance of  the  injunctions  which  had  been  given,  and  arranged  mat- 
ters accordingly.  However  well  prepared  they  may  have  been  for 
the  reception  of  the  royal  party,  they  were  extremely  mortified  by 
the  disappointment  which  they  met  with,  in  not  being  honoured  with 
a  visit  from  his  Majesty  on  this  occasion.  The  king,  although  he 
was  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  a  hunting  excursion,  did  not  gratify 
the  citizens  with  his  presence  ;  but  many  of  his  attendants  repaired 
to  the  town,  where  they  were  received  with  the  greatest  marks  of  at- 
tention and  respect.  Here  they  remained  for  sometime,  and  were 
hospitably  entertained,  at  the  expence  of  the  community.  The  ma- 
gistrates conferred  upon  them  the  freedom  of  the  town;*  and  that 
nothing  might  be  deficient,  in  the  way  of  respect  to  the  king,  David 
Wedderburn,  rector  of  the  grammar  school,  was  requested  by  the 
magistrates  to  compose  a  poetical  address,  in  Latin,  complimental  of 
his  Majesty  for  honouring  the  kingdom  with  his  presence  at  this 

time, 


*  The  following  attendants  of  the  King  were  admitted  burgesses  of  guild  on  this  occasion  :-^ir 
Thomas  Gerard^  Baronet^  Gentleman  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Chamber ;  Sir  Thomas  Puiridok^  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Sellars ;  Sir  Edward  Zutche,  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Privy  Chamber ;  Sir 
George  Gorine^  Lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's  Pensioners ;  Sir  John  Leid^  Sir  Theobald  Gorges^  Gen- 
tlemen  Ushers  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Chamber ;  Dr.  Chalmers,  Physician  to  his  Migesty ;  George 
Spence^  Esq.  one  of  his  Carvers ;  Francis  Knightlie,  one  of  his  Cupbearers ;  Thomas  Stephaine^ 
Cupbearer  Extraordinary ;  David  Ray,  one  of  his  Majesty^s  Body  Guard ;  James  Auchmuty,  Patrick 
Abercrombie,  Richard  Caulvele,  Grooms  of  the  Privy  Chamber;  Adam  Hill,  Page  to  his  Majesty's 
Privy  Chamber;  John  Freyand,  Serjeant  at  Arms;  Duncan  Primrose,  Serjeant  Surgeon;  John 
Wolfrumla,  Apothecary;  and  Archibald  Azmstrong.— £Coiiactf  Register,  vol,  xlviii.  p.  IIO.3 
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time,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  graciously  received.  For  this  a.d.  1617 
work  Mr.  Wedderburn  received  a  present  of  fifty  merks,  in  money, 
from  the  treasurer.  Before  James  returned  to  England  he  granted  a 
renovation  of  the  ancient  charters  of  the  borough,  by  which  he 
confirmed,  in  the  most  ample  manner,  all  the  former  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities  of  the  citizens.  The  charter  of  confirmation 
is  dated  at  Faulkland,  17th  July.*  This  was  the  only  visit  which 
King  James  made  to  his  native  kingdom,  and,  having  accomplished 
the  objects  which  he  had  in  view  by  his  journey,  he  returned  to 
England,  where  he  died  a  few  years  afterwards,  being  succeeded  by 
his  unfortunate  son  Charles. 

This  year  Thomas  Menzies  of  Dum,  provost  of  the  town,  was  i6«o. 
delegated  to  repair  to  the  court  of  England,  on  a  mission  concerning 
some  civil  afiairs  of  the  community.  Being  introduced  to  King  James, 
he  was  graciously  received,and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood  conferred 
upon  him  in  his  Majesty's  privy  chamber.  On  this  occasion  Sir  Tho- 
mas presented  to  the  king  a  pearl,  which  had  been  found  in  a  muscle 
shell,  in  the  brook  of  Kelly,  which  runs  into  the  river  Ythan.  It  was 
considered  by  the  jewellers  of  Edinburgh  as  the  most  valuable  that 
had  been  seen  at  that  time ;  and,  according  to  tradition,  it  holds  a 
place  in  the  imperial  crown  of  Britain,  f  In  return,  the  king  granted 
to  him  certain  lands  near  Dunfermline,  and  the  custom  of  merchant 
goods  in  Aberdeen,  during  his  life.  Sir  Thomas,  however,  enjoyed 
these  honours  and  property,  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  him  by 
the  king,  for  a  very  short  time,  having  died  at  Wooler,  on  his  return 
homeward,  in  the  end  of  September,  after  he  had  been,  in  his  ab- 
sence, re-elected  provost  for  the  ensuing  year,  f 

About  this  time  the  town  was  put  under  considerable  alarm  by  ig^e. 
the.  appearance  of  a  Spanish  fleet  upon  this  coast,  to  the  number  of 
fourteen  sail  of  the  line.     This  fleet  had  probably  been  fitted  out  by 
Spain,  in  consequence  of  the  attack  which  had  been  made  upon  Ca- 

T  diz, 


*  CoancO  Register^  voL  zlviii  p.  169'  177«— Arcfaiyes  of  the  Town, 
t  History  of  Aberdeen,  in  1685,  by  PhUopditeus,  p.  2S8,  239. 
}  Council  Register,  toL  zliz.  p.  737* 
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A.D.  1626.  diz  by  the  English  fleet,  under  Sir  Edward  Cecil,  lately  created 
Viscount  Wimbleton,  and  which  had  comi>letely  failed  in  its  object, 
from  the  improper  conduct  of  the  army.  The  appearance  of  so  nu- 
merous a  fleet  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  being  an  unusual  circum- 
stance, the  magistrates  put  the  town  in  a  proper  posture  of  de- 
fence, lest  the  enemy  should  attempt  a  landing.  Six  pieces  of  iron 
ordnance,  weighing  3500  libs,  each,  were  provided,  with  a  proper 
supply  of  ammunition,  for  the  blockhouse ;  and  the  citizens  were 
mustered  and  trained  to  arms,  under  Captain  Hurrie ;  but  the  fleet 
having  disappeared,  and  no  hostile  attacks  being  attempted  upon  any 
part  of  the  coast,  the  alarm  subsided,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  was  soon 
after  concluded  between  England  and  Spain. 

1633.  This  year  King  Charles  repaired  to  Scotland,  attended  by  his 
court,  in  order  to  hold  a  parliament  there,  and  to  go  through  the  ce- 
remony of  coronation.  The  nobility  and  gentry  vied  with*  each  other 
in  manifesting  their  attachment  and  regard  to  their  sovereign  on  this 
occasion,  not  anticipating  the  many  calamitous  events  which  were 
so  speedily  to  follow.  The  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  did  not  neglect 
to  contribute  to  the  splendour  of  the  stolemnity^  as  far  as  in  their 
power.  They  delegated  Paul  Menzies,  their  provost,  and  Patrick 
Leslie,  one  of  the  baillies,  to  represent  the  town,  both  in  parliament 
and  at  the  coronation.*  For  defraying  their  charges,  the  sum  of 
3000  merks  was  voted,  to  be  paid  to  them  from  the  treasury  funds;  and 
the  dean  of  guild  had  been  previously  directed  to  advance  200  franks, 
for  purchasing  confections^  to  be  tendered  to  his  Majesty  on  his  arri- 
val in  Scotland.  The  provost,  on  his  being  presented  to  the  king, 
had  the  honour  of  knighthood  conferred  upon  him^  as  a  mark  ctf  his 
Majesty's  regard  to  the  town. 

Miscellaneous 


*  The  provost's  charger^  at  the  coronation,  was  equipped  with  a  silk  mantle,  ornamented  with 
velvety  and  fringed,  small  pesments,  and  pear  buttons,  the  expense  of  which  was  L.121  6s.  The 
charge  of  the  saddle,  harnessing,  bridle-bit,  and  stirrup-irons,  was  L.80  8s.  4d.  These  appoint* 
ments  are  preserved  in  the  townTs  Mmoiiry  to  this  day.  Dn.  WiUkwi  Forbea  and  BolMri  Buron, 
two  cS  the  ministers  of  the  town,  attended  the  ceremony  of  the  coxonation,  and  preached  before  the 
king,  by  order  of  the  Archbishop  of  St  Andrew's,— [;Co««ct?  Begister,  vdL  li.  p.  204.  44.2.] 
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MISCELLANEOUS  OCCURRENCES  IN  ABERDEEN, 

From  the  Year  1557  to  16S3. 


1557    Bridge  over  the  Denburn^  of  two  arches^  was  ordered  to  be  built 

Saint  Nicholas  Market  was  proclaimed^  to  be  held  within  the  town  yearly^  for  fifteen  days^ 

posterior  to  the  15th  of  October 
Thomas  Menzies^  provost^  and  David  Marr^  baillie^  were  delegated  to  repair  to  Edinburgh^ 
to  treat  and  conclude  concerning  Queen  Mary's  marriage  with  Francis,  Dauphin  of 
France 
1560    One  half  net  of  the  Fidiings  of  Don  was  leased^  for  cme  year,  for  seventeen  barrels  of  salmon; 
one  e^th  part  of  the  Cruives^  for  nine  barrels;  one  third  part  for  eleven  barrels ;  one 
half  net  of  the  Pot,  for  six  barrels ;  and  one  half  net  of  the  Raik^  for  twenty  barrels 
1565    Sir  Patrick  Lermcmd  of  Dersy,  Andrew  Wood  of  Largo,  Andrew  Wood,  younger,  Alexan- 
der Trail  of  Blabo,  Andrew  Murray  of  Baward,  William  Lunday,  ^son  and  heir  of 

Lunday  of  that  ilk,  surrendered  themselves,  in  the  lodgings  of  David  Man*,  baiUie,  as 
prisoners,  in  terms  of  the  King  and  Queen's  letters 
The  Town  Seijeants  were  ordered  to  receive  yearly  4s.  fiom  every  burgess  of  guild,  and  2s. 

ftom  every  ardficer,  for  their  Christmas  fees 
Twelve  tons  of  Wine  were  demanded,  for  account  of  the  King^and  Queen,  fimn  the  mer« 
chants  of  the  town,  of  an  importation  ftom  Bourdeaux 
15^8    The  pestilence  raged  in  Edinburgh  and  Montrose 
— ^    A  ship  belonging  to  Thomas  Nicolson,.  merchant,  was  lost  on  the  coast  of  Holland,  and 

himself  and  seventeen  cither  merchants  of  Aberdeen  perished  on  board 
1571     The  Streets  without  the  Ports  were  ordered  to  be  paved  and  repaired 
1574    John  Ewyne,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  was  convicted  of  coining,  and  hanged  and  beheaded 
■  Gilbert  Knowles,  elder  burgess,  and  Gilbert  Knowles,  his  son,  were  slain,  near  the  Cruives, 

by  James  Gordon,  brother  to  the  Laird  of  Abcrgeldie,  Ist  December 

1576  The  first  day  of  May  being  attended  with  a  tempeatnous  stonn  of  snow  and  rain,  from 

the  W.  N.  W.  was  now  called  evU  May^at^ 

1577  A  Comet,  or  biasing  Star,  appeared  in  the  West  on  the  15th  November,  and  continued  to  be 

seen  every  evening,  for  one  month 
•— —    Adam  Donaldson  beheaded,  25th  May,  for  the  slaughter  of  John  Tawse,  80th  April 

1578  A  tempestuous  storm,  on  Tuesday  d5th  March,  from  S.W.  and  N.N.W.  occasioned  much 

damage  to  the  Church  and  to  the  houses  in  the  town 
Patrick  Johnston,  son  to  Mr.  George  Johnston,  baillie,  was  dain  by  Keidi  of  Ludquham 
The  Town  Sajeants  ordered  to  carry  daUy  thrir  halberts  on  their  shoulders,  with  swords 

1579  A  contribution  of  100  merks  was  made  by  the  inhabitants,  for  the  support  and  relief  of  pri« 

aoners  at  Morocco,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  Turks 
— —    Thomas  Wright,  servant  to  Lord  Foibes,  was  bdieaded  98th  May,  for  slaying  a  servant  of 
the  Laird  of  Gartly 

1580  Alex.  Innes,  Lanrd  of  Crombie,  was  slain  at  Martin  Howieson's  bouse,  by  the  Laird  of  In- 

vermarkie,  in  a  private  quarrel 
Alex.  MenxSes,  son  to  Gilbert  Memdes,  provost,  was  dain  by  WiHiam  Forbes  of  Portletben, 
at  the  Irocfa  of  Lowerston 

T  « 
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1582  Walter  Innes,  servant  to  the  Laird  of  Glenkindy,  was  slain  in  Aberdeen^  by  John  Jack 
1564  The  pestilence  raged  in  several  towns  and  places  in  the  South.  For  preventing  its  infection 
among  the  inhabitants,  they  were  prohibited  ftom  receiving  or  lodging  any  strangers. 
A  gibbet  was  ordered  to  be  erected  at  the  cross,  another  at  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  and  ano- 
ther at  the  harbour  mouth ;  and  if  any  infected  persons  arrived  by  sea  or  land,  or  if  any 
inhabitant  received  or  harboured  them,  or  gave  them  meat  or  drink,  the  men  were  adjudged 
to  be  hanged,  and  the  women  to  be  drowned 

Alex.  Keith  of  Auquhorsk  was  slain  by  John  Chalmers  of  Balbithan 

William  Guild,  son  to  Matthew  Guild,  armourer,  was  slain  by  John  Leslie,  son  to  James 
Leslie,  burgess 

Alex.  Anderson,  one  of  the  poor  in  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  was  slain  by  Alex.  Bljrndcele, 
8th  February 

Alex.  Blyndcele  was  convicted  for  this  crime,  and  puUidy  drowned  at  the  Quayhead,  18th 
February 

1585  Margaret,  Anne,  and  Marion  Duncan,  convicted  of  receiving  and  giving  meat  to  strangers 

suspected  of  the  pestilence,  were  adjudged  to  be  punished  with  death ;  but  pardoned  by 
the  magistrates,  on  the  solicitation  of  Sir  William  Ker  and  Sir  Robert  Maxwell,  and  or- 
dained to  be  banished  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Town  Council 

1586  John  Greyne,  and  — — —  Ogilvie,  his  wife,  Marion  Lyon,  spouse  of  Archibald  Douglas, 

and  Katharine  Steven,  were  convicted  of  poisoning  a  child  begotten  in  adultery.  John 
Gh-eyne  was  hanged  and  quartered,  and  his  head  fixed  upon  the  Justice  Port ;  and  the 
women  were  publicly  drovmed 

1587  Twenty-four  Watchmen  appointed  for  protecting  the  town  from  depredations  during  the 

night,  to  continue  from  eight  at  night  till  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 
Elspeth  Mychall,  spouse  to  Patrick  Mavor,  buigess,  was  convicted  of  child  murder,  and 

publicly  drowned  at  the  Quayhead,  27th  March 
John  Keith  of  Clackriach  was  cruelly  slain,  at  the  Justice  Port,  by  William  Gordon  of 

Gight 

1588  John  Wischart,  Cordwainer,  was  slain  by  James  Spaldeston,  Hangman^  who  was  hanged  for 

the  crime,  and  his  head  fixed  on  the  Justice  Port 

1589  George  Nasmith  murdered  in  the  town  on  20th  February 

Tempestuous  storm,  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  l6th  of  January,  from  W.S.W.  blew  down 

the  steeple  of  the  Tolbooth,  and  the  steeple  of  the  Cathedra],  Old  Aberdeen 

1590  Forty  soldiers  furnished  by  the  town  to  the  Earl  of  Huntl/s  army,  sent  to  subdue  Lauchlan 

M'Intosh,  and  other  highland  rebels 
Forty  hagbutters  furnished  by  the  town  to  the  Earl  Marischal,  to  enable  him  to  recover  the 

House  of  Deer,  taken  possession  of  by  Mr.  Robert  Keith 
Alex.  Taylor  appointed  Public  Post  by  the  Magistrates,  for  carrying  dispatches.    He  was 

clothed  in  blue,  with  the  town's  arms  on  the  right  sieeve  of  his  coat 

1591  Patrick  Bisset,  son  to  Mr.  Gilbert  Bisset,  slain  by  Alexander  Anderson 

1592  John  Johnston  slain  in  the  tumult,  S7th  September 

-*—    The  Dean  of  Guild  was  appointed  Procurator  Fiscal  for  the  town 

1 593  A  Market  was  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  town,  for  Merchandize,  for  Horse,  Nolt»  Sheep,  &c. 

to  endure  for  eight  days 

1594  ......  Douglas  and Litster,  two  malefiurtors,  were  executed  this  year 

1595  John  Justice  was  appointed  Executioner,  by  the  Town  Coundl,  for  executing  the  sentences^ 

of  banishment,  scourging,  burning,  tormenting,  or  otherwise  punishing  malefiictors 
Meal  Market  ordered  to  be  built,  of  wood>  on  the  East  end  of  the  Tolbooth 
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1595    Bade  \^ynd  laid  out,  on  the  West  side  of  the  Church-yiurd 

15$6  Andrew  Brown^  Robert  Laird,  John  Johnston,  and  Robert  Brace,  were  executed  at  the 
Blockhouse,  for  piracy  of  a  ship  of  Bnintisland 

1598  A  contribution  was  made  by  the  citizens  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Had- 
dington, whidi  had  been  destroyed  by  accidental  fire 

1601  The  Spring  of  this  year  was  remarkable  for  stormy  weather.  On  the  25th  March  the  ground 
was  neither  laboured  nor  sown ;  and  the  cattle  died  through  want  of  provender 

1605  A  warrant  was  sent  to  the  Magistrates,  from  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  apprehend 
Sir  Griffin  Markham,  William  Watson,  and  William  Clark,  Priests,  who  had  attempted  to 
take  the  life  of  King  James 

1604  A  quota  of  sixteen  men  ordered  from  the  town,  to  join  the  King^s  forces  in  besieging  Dum« 

breck  House,  by  order  of  the  Privy  Council 
Notice  was  sent  by  the  Privy  Council  to  the  Magistrates  of  the  pestilence  raging  in  North 

Berwick,  Prestonpsns,  and  Edinburgh;  on  which  account  the  Courts  of  Session  had  ad«< 

journed  on  24th  June 
Patent  for  opening  a  Stone  Quarry,  within  the  freedom  lands,  granted  to  John  Mason,  for 

five  years,  for  supplying  the  inhabitants  with  stones  for  doors  and  windows 

1605  Alex.  Rutherford,  late  Provost,  was  sent,  as  one  of  the  four  Commissioners  from  the  bo- 

roughs, to  England,  conoerning  the  Union  proposed  between  the  two  kingdoms 
—    Intelligence  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot  arrived  in  the  town  on  the  ISth  of  November,  which 
was  kept  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  &c 

1607  A  watch  of  twelve  persons  appointed,  for  protecting  the  town  during  the  night  time 

^^^  Margaret  Panton,  convicted  by  a  Jury  of  thirteen  persons  of  blasphemy  and  fornication,  and 
banished  from  the  town  for  life 

1608  A  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in  the  town  on  Tuesday  the  8th  of  November,  about  9 

o'clock  in  the  evening 
— —    The  pestilence  which  raged  in  Dundee,  Perth,  and  other  places  in  the  South,  broke  out  and 

raged  in  Torhe ;  and  the  Cleanger  was  ordered  to  burn  the  dead  bodies 
1613     Startonius,  a  Gennan,  was  executed  abroad  for  an  infamous  libel  against  the  whole  ScoUish 

tuUum.    The  expence  of  the  prosecution,  being  L.6OO  sterling,  was  claimed  from  the 

boroughs  of  Scotknd;  and  Aberdeen  was  charged  for  its  proportion,  by  order  of  the  king 
-I——    Flesh-house  ordered  to  be  built  on  the  North  side  of  the  Castlestreet 

1615  Alexander  Rutherford,  Provost,  having  died  in  office,  the  new  and  old  Councils  resolved 

that  no  new  election  should  take  place  till  Michaelmas ;  in  the  meantime,  that  the  senior 
Baillie  should  act  as  Moderator  or  Chancellor 
*— ^    The  Town  Serjeants,  being  five  in  number,  ordered  to  be  clothed  in  the  town's  livery,  being 
a  Jtftp,  of  red  staiming,  with  the  town's  arms  embroidered  thereon 

1616  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  met  at  Aberdeen  on  the  13th  August,  the 

Earl  of  Montrose  being  the  High  Commissioner 

1617  James  Craighead,  Flesher,  was  pilloried  at  the  cross,  crowned  with  a  paper  label,  and  ba- 

nished the  town,  for  insulting  one  of  the  BaiUies,  by  saying,  **  My  malediction  I  give  to 
''  Baillie  Gray,  by  all  the  Baillies  of  Aberdeen:  I  am  as  honest  and  true  as  any  of 
"  his  kin." 

1618  The  great  stone.  Called  Knock  Maitland,  was  removed  from  the  harbour  mouth  by  David 

Anderson 

1619  Military  muster  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  on  the  9th  of  August,  in  the  Links,  when 

there  appeared  550  fensiUe  men.     They  were  armed  with  two-handed  swords;  the 


14^  AKKALS  09   ABEAOEEK* 

pike  and  gpesmen  in  tvo  separate  divisionfl^  md  the  hdg^ler$  in  anoAer.    Tboae  who 
were  aba^it  bring  fined  L.5  each 

1619  The  Duke  of  Lennox  arrived  in  the  town,  and  was  received  by  the  citicena  with  military  ho^ 

noura^  ISthAugoat 

1620  Sir  Thomas  Menzies,  Ftovoat,  having  died  in  oCee,  David  Btttherfiwd  was  dected  in  his 

place 

1621  Two  C<Hm  Mills  were  erected  in  the  flood-mark,  near  the  Quaybead 

mm^mm    Patoit  fi>r  curing  smoky  Chimnies  granted  by  the  Town  Council  to  Jciux  Watson,  for  tibree 

years 
1634    The  town  of  Dunfermline  destroyed  by  accidental  fire  St&th  May;  820  houses,  oocupied  by 

287  fianiUes,  bunit  to  the  ground,  also  500  bolls  of  grain  burnt  in  bania^-<-L.l600  eon^ 

tributed  by  Aberdeen  towards  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
1626    Troops  for  Gtfmany  levied  by  Colond  M'Kay,  in  the  town 
1628    Ship  of  war,  called  the  Thistle,  under  the  command  of  James  Aucbmowtie,  put  into  the 

harbour  by  stress  of  weather,  and  1300  merks  advanced  to  him  by  the  mi^pstrates,  for 

supplies  to  the  diip  and  crew 

1632  Bridge  over  Buxbum  ordered  to  be  built 

««i^-    nropoaals  finr  Mnging  Countain  water  into  the  town  sanctieiied  by  tbe  Head  Court;  and  tbf 
Craftsmen  agreed  to  oondribute  1000  merks  towards  the  expenoe 

1633  Conmatifln  of  King  Charles  celebrated  in  the  town  with  bonfires,  firing  of  12  pieces  of  ord« 

nance,  and  drinking  two  puncheons  of  wine  at  die  Cress* 


■••*■ 


Tke$e Uucdiammu  Occwrrencti,  a$  fo4l a#  ihoH meiUmed  mihe  end  ^th$  preceding  Chapter, 
have  been  collected  from  the  Council  Register,  the  Registers  tf  Baptisms  and  Burials  for  St.  Nicholas 
Church,  from  the  Journals  of  the  Church  Session,  and  other  authentic  documentSf 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


SECTION  n. 

Proctedkngi  of  the  Citizens  at  tke  annual  visitation  of  the  Public  Landsy 
^c-^Patrimony  of  the  Borough  given  off  in  fee  famp^^Constitution 
of  the  several  Corporations  of  Artificers,  %c.*^Struggle  betn^een 
them  and  the  BurgesHs  of  GuHd-^Common  Indenture — Proceedings 
beifseen  the  Burgesses  of  Guild  and  the  Administrators  of  the  Tonm 
^^^Tumukuous  proceedings,  ^.^^Deeree  arbitral  of  King  James-^ 
Decree  of  the  Convention  of  Boroughs,  fUAng  the  set  of  Aberdeeti"^ 
Plague^-^Leproey-^Witchcraft,  and  Pumshments-^Andent  Games^ 
^.  fall  into  disuse^'-^Modem  Plays^^^PrinHng^^Benevolent  Aids-^^ 
Feasting-^DisposiAon  of  the  people^-^Chureh  SessuM^^Ancient  Cus* 
toms  eontinued^^Funerah,  ^-^Municipal  lAms^-^Jofftmerce,  a$td 
indication  of  Manufactures'^^Coinage  in  eircukUion'^PunishmentS'^ 
Dress,  %e. — Poputatiof^^^Simames-^Tables  of  Births  and  Burials, 
^e.'^-^of  Contributions  to  the  State,  ^Cr^^-^nd  of  Prices  of  Provi^ 
sionsj  ^c. 

Froh  A.D.  1559  TO  A.D.  1635. 

Ik  conformity  to  our  pl^n^  we  shall  stop  for  a  while  in  the  narra- 
tive olr  public  events,  in  order  to  revert  to  those  local  matters  which 
occurred  during  the  present  aera.  In  reviewing  these,  we  shaU,  at 
the  same  time,  present  a  sketch  of  the  manners  and  customs  still  in 
observance  among  the  people. 

Trom  an  early  period,  the  citizens  would  seem  to  have  been  en^ 

tremely  tenacious  of  those  ancient  possessions,  which  we  have  already 

had  occasion  to  enumerate,  belonging  to  the  community.    At  the 

same  time,  it  would  appear,  that,  for  a  long  period  of  years,  prudence 

and  economy  had  directed  the  administrators  in  the  management  of 

the  revenue  arising  from  these,  as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

Tlie 
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The  boundaries  of  the  lands  being  very  extensive,  were  generally 
surveyed,  once  every  year,  by  the  magistrates,  accompanied  with  the 
younger  citizens,  who  were  able  to  ride.*  They  perambulated  the 
line  of  marches,  to  see  that  the  land-marks  were  duly  preserved,  and 
that  no  encroachments  had  been  made  by  conterminous  proprietors. 
X)n  these  occasions  it  was  customary  to  remind  the  young  citizens,  on 
their  first  visit,  of  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
which  is  in  recollection  at  the  present  time ;  and  the  remainder  of 
the  day  was  devoted  to  mirth  and  festivity.  This  annual  perambula- 
tion prevailed  for  ages,  but  is  only  now  in  observance  probably  once 
in  every  five  years.  These  lands,  with  the  salmon  fishings  of  the 
rivers  Dee  and  Don,  previously  to  the  Reformation,  had  generally  been 
let,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  community,  on  short  leases,  to  burgesses  of 
guild  only^  at  a  small  yearly  rent.  A  grassum,  or  fine,  however,  was 
generally  paid  by  the  tenants,  on  the  renewal  of  the  leases,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  exigencies  of  the  borough.  On  certain  occasions  the 
leases  were  bestowed  on  some  individual,  as  a  recompense  or  grsXxn^ 
ty  for  services,  either  real  or  supposed,  which  had  been  performed  to 
the  community.  This  mode  of  management  enabled  the  magis- 
trates to  support  the  dignity  of  the  town ;  to  gratify  their  sovereigns 
in  the  way  of  presents,  on  their  frequent  visits ;  and  to  answer  other 
objects,  connected  with  their  administration.  In  the  year  1551,  a 
project  was  devised,  conducted  with  much  dexterity,  and  carried  into 
effect,  which  was  the  means  of  bereaving  the  community  of  every 
benefit  that  might  arise  to  it,  from  these  lands  and  fishings,  in  future 
ages.  In  furtherance  of  the  scheme,  certain  individuals,  who  had 
obtained  places  in  the  administration  of  the  town,  influenced  the  ci« 
tizens  to  concur  in  an  application  which  was  made  to  the  crown  for 
a  new  charter,  to  enable  the  magistrates  and  community  to  alienate 
the  property,  in  the  way  of  feu,  or  fee  hold.  In  this  age,  money  was 
the  sure  means  of  accomplishing  any  thing  of  this  nature  that  might 

have 


*  Some  of  these  boonderies  are  netrl^  seven  miles  from  the  cross.  In  the  line  of  these  there 
"were,  and  probably  still  are^  certain  stones,  against  which  the  young  citizens,  on  their  first  visit,  were 
forced,  a  posteriori,  to  remind  them  of  these  occurrences. 
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have  been  required  from  the  crown :  accordingly  2500  merks  being 
raised  by  the  magistrates,  were  paid  to  the  executive  government  at 
the  time,  as  a  composition  for  a  royal  grant  in  the  terms  which  were 
suggested.  A  new  charter  was  then  obtained,  under  the  great  seal, 
upon  the  4th  March,  1551,  which  enabled  the  magistrates,  town 
council,  and  community,  to  give  off  the  lands  and  fishings  in  the  way 
of  feu  and  in  fee  simple,  by  which  means  the  designs  of  those  who 
had  projected  the  scheme  were  so  far  accomplished. 

As  soon  as  this  charter  had  been  expedited,  no  time  was  ne- 
glected in  parcelling  out  the  whole  of  these  salmon  fishings  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  lands,  among  certain  burgesses  of  guild,  in  fee 
simple,  on  payment  of  a  small  consideration  in  money,  and  for  a  sti- 
pulated annual  feu  duty,  or  quit  rent ;  but  under  this  express  condi- 
tion, that  the  vassals  should  always  be  **  burgesses,  actual  indrvellers 
of  the  town,  frequenting  and  using  exercise  of  merchandize,"  woman^ 
hind  being  particularly  excepted.*    This  restriction  continued  till  of 

u  late 


*  Table,  showing  the  Fea  Duties  and  Campositions.for  the  grants  of  the  Lands  and  Sahnon  Fish« 
ings  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  as  fixed  by  the  Head  Court  of  the  Citizens,  4th  March,  1551. 

SALMON  FISHINGS. 

The  Fishings  <n  Dee,  Raik,  five  and  one  half  nets,  .. 

Midchingle,  five  nets 

: three  thirds  fMirt  - 

- Pot,  six  nets  »  • 

• Fords,  seven  and  one  half  nets 

The  Fishings  on  Don,  two  nets        «  . 

*....  three  thirds  part,  43  merks  each 

Cruives,  three  sixths  part,  44  merks  each 

four  eighths  part,  22  merks  each 

LANDS. 

The  Garden  •  ^  •.  • 

The  Lands  of  Shedocksley  ... 

theTuUoch  .  .  • 

the  Kingswells  *  •     ,  « 

the  For^terhill  .  • 

•.•.....•.,  the  Cruives  h  «  «■ 


Annual  Feu  Duty. 

Compoikion. 

L.89  14 

10 

L.484     0     0 

81   10 

0 

266  13     4 

0     0 

0 

'      53     6    9 

49     0 

0 

268     0    0 

25     2 

6 

165    0     0 

0     0 

0 

172    0     0 

5%  16 

0 

86    0     0 

12  10 

0 

176    0    0 

12  10 

0 

176    0    0 

L.40    0 

0 

L27    0    0 

&S     6 

8 

26  13    4 

'4     0 

0 

18     0    0 

26  13 

4 

17     0    0 

20     0 

0 

12  13     4 

40.  0 

0 

20  13     4 
The 
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late  years,  when  it  was  taken  off,  under  certain  conditions,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  act  of  the  town  council ;  and  the  property  may  now  be 
held  by  any  person,  as  vassal.  The  project  of  alienating  the  pro- 
perty, in  the  manner  which  has  been  just  mentioned,  was  not  brought 
to  maturity  without  considerable  opposition  from  several  of  the  citi- 
zens ;  but  a  very  great  majority  of  the  community  having  favoured 
the  scheme,  completely  over-ruled  this- opposition,  in  a  head  court. 
The  supreme  civil  court  was  afterwards  resorted  to  by  the  few  who 
opposed  the  measure,  for  reducing  these  transactions,  which  they 
conceived  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  community ;  but  the  tardiness  of 
law  proceedings,  the  heavy  expence  attending  them,  with  some  im- 
due  influence  which  seems  to  have  been  used,  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
test; and  all  further  opposition  was  withdrawn.*  By  this  inconsi- 
derate act,  the  borough  and  community  were  deprived  of  a  most  in- 
valuable branch  of  public  revenue  for  ever,  while  individual  families 
have  been  enriched  by  reaping  the  fruits  arising  from  the  property, 
so  alienated.  But  this  is  not  the  only  grievance  which  attended  th^fse 
alienations ;  it  has  often  been  a  subject  of  extreme  regret  to  the  sub- 
sequent administrators  of  the  town,  who,  when  any  attempts  were 
made  to  improve  the  town  or  the  harbour,  invariably  found  their 
plans  and  designs  thwarted  by  the  jealousy  of  the  vassals  in  posses- 
sion of  the  property :  and,  on  pretence  of  the  intended  operations 
being  pregnant  with  injury  to  their  fishings,  or  other  property,  the 
improvements  in  view  have  often  been  retarded,  and  not  imfre- 
quently  abandoned  altogether.  These  circumstances,  however,  were 
not  anticipated  at  the  time  when  the  alienations  were  made ;  and, 
therefore,  no  provision  was  introduced  into  the  feu  charters  to  guard 
against  any  contingencies  of  this  nature.  But,  however  much  these 
transactions  may,  in  the  present  age,  be  the  subject  of  regret,  the 

alienations 


^      Annuai  Feu  2hUy.  CbrnposHiim. 

The  Lands  of  the  KingshiU                        «                    -                -L.168  L.6I54 

Bogfairly                     .                     .                      -               44  15     4  22     0     0 

Rubislaw                          .                     «                     -20     00  26    00 

Hessilhead            -                   .                   «                    13    6    8  18    O    0 

Council  Register,  vol.  xxi.  p.  109.  141. 
*  Council  Register^  voL  xxi.  p.  lOg.  141.  728.  852. 
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alienations  had  certainly  the  concurrence  of  a  very  great  majority  of 
the  community.  The  situation  of  the  times,  the  dawn  of  reforma- 
tion, and  many  other  circumstances  combined,  may  have  operated 
upon  the  minds  of  our  ancestors,  and  influenced  them  to  adopt  this 
scheme,  which  they,  perhaps,  thought,  would  be  equally  advantageous 
to  the  community  as  to  themselves. 

In  the  course  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  political  constitution 
of  the  several  corporations  of  artificers  in  the  town  appears  to  have 
been  recognised  and  sanctioned  by  the  magistrates  and  town  council, 
at  different  periods,  in  the  form  of  acts  of  council  and  seals  of  cause. 
The  Bakers  were,  from  an  early  period,  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
magistrates.  In  the  year  1458,  eleven  of  them  in  number  were  per- 
mitted to  exercise  their  trade,  and  to  impress  upon  their  bread  their 
distinguishing  signatures,  or  peculiar  Qiarks ;  but  it  was  not  till  the 
year  15S2  that  they  were  fully  recognised  as  a  corporation.  In  this 
year  they  were  enjoined  by  an  act  of  council  to  choose  their  deacons, 
which  order  was  complied  with,  by  electing  two  of  their  number  to 
that  office,  and  reporting  them  to  the  magistrates  for  their  approba- 
tion and  sanction.  The  Cordwainers  seem  to  have  been  of  longer 
standing.  In  the  year  1484,  the  magistrates  and  council  passed  an 
act  which  annulled  the  powers  and  privileges  which  had  formerly 
been  granted  to  their  deacons ;  and  resolved  to  correct  them  in  fu- 
ture, according  to  their  faults.*  In  1519,  the  Hammermen  were  in- 
corporated by  the  magistrates,  council,  and  community,  by  a  seal  of 
cause,  f  which  conferred  upon  them  the  power  of  electing  their  dea- 
con, with  certain  other  privileges  and  immunities.  The  Tailors,  sub- 
sequently to  the  year  1511,  were  in-the  practice  of  electing  their  dea- 
con ;  but  they  were  not  established  as  a  corporation  until  the  year 
1585S,  when  they  obtained  their  seal  of  cause,:]:  which  gave  them 
powers  and  privileges  similar  to  those  which  had  been  granted  to  the 
Hammermen.  As  early  as  the  year  1449^  we  find  that  Bobert  of 
Petit  and  William  Hunter  were  chosen  and  sworn  by  the  magistrates 

u  2  deacons 


*  Cotmcil  Raster,  voL  vL  p.  S46. 
t  CouncaiKqpiter,  r6L  ziv.  p.  198. 
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deacons  of  the  Weavers,  and  searchers  of  all  the  webster  craft.*  In 
the  year  1527,  the  Wrights,  Coopers,  and  Masons,  obtained  their  seal 
of  cause,  f  in  the  same  terjns  with  those  which  had  been  granted  to 
the  Hammermen  and  to  the  Tailors.  The  Fleshers,  the  only  other 
corporation,  appear  to  have  been  recognized  in  this  character  by  the 
town  council,  in  the  year  1582-  They  elected  Andrew  Lawson  their 
deacon,  who  was  approved  by  the  magistrates.:!;  In  the  year  1537, 
the  Barbers,  or^leechersj  (surgeons)  obtained  their  seal  of  cause, § 
which  established  them  into  a  corporation,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
artificers.  By  this  grant  it  is  declared,  that  the  deacon  shall  be  re- 
sponsible to  the  magistrates  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  whole 
members.  But  at  no  period  do  they  seem  to  have  had  any  concera 
in  the  election  of  the  magistrates,  or  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  bo- 
rough. The  Masons  seem  to  have  separated  from  the  Wrights  and 
Coopers  at  an  early  period,  and  do  not  now  form  part  of  that  corpo- 
ration. All  the  corporations,  with  the  exception  of  the  Barbers,  pre- 
viously to  the  year  1533,  appear  to  have  had  some  undefined  direction 
in  those  public  affairs.  In  this  year  an  act  of  council  was  passed,  de- 
claratory of  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  artificers.  It  was  declared, 
that  they  were  to  have  no  vote  in  the  ordinary  administration  of  the 
borough,  or  in  the  elections ;  and  their  deacons,  in  the  town  council, 
were  to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  provost,  baillies,  and  council.  ||, 
These  topics,  however,  we  shall  have  occasion  to  review  more  fully 
afterwards,  in  another  branch  of  this  work. 

After  the  period  of  the  reformation,  the  minds  of  men,  in  regard 
to  civil  government,  were  much  changed  by  the  doctrines  which  were 
daily  preached  and  promulgated;  and  the  people,  animated  with 
more  liberal  and  enlarged  sentiments,  began  to  assert  their  civil 
rights  with  a  freedom  and  boldness  to  which  they  had  formerly  been 
unaccustomed.  The  members  of  the  corporations,  influenced,  per- 
haps, by  these  principles,  conceived  that  their  privileges  embraced 
more  extensive  powers  in  the  political  constitution  of  the  borough 

than 


*  Councfl  Register^  vol.  v.  p.  7*9.  t  IbM.  vol.  xii.  p.  208.  %  ^^^  vol.  xiii.  p.  46^. 
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than  what  they  did  actually  possess,  or  what  the  magistrates  and 
burgesses  of  guild  were  inclined  to  concede.     Some  years  after  the 
passing  of  the  act  of  parliament,  in  the  year  1555,  concerning  the 
privileges  of  craftsmen  or  artificers  in  the  constitution  of  the  several 
royal  boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  the  craftsmen  of  Aberdeen  began  to 
assume  certain  privileges  which  were  denied  them  by  the  magistrates. 
In  the  vindication  of  these,  they  excited  considerable  commotions  in 
the  town,  threw  off  all  obedience  to  their  authority,  and  were  the 
means  of  occasioning  much  ferment  and  disorder  in  the  community. 
In  the  year  1565,  they  first  began  to  form  combinations,  and  to  as- 
semble, in  hostile  array,  particularly  on  Sunday,  under  two  captains, 
dignified  with  the  ancient  title  of  Bobin  Hood  and  Little  John,  having 
determined  to  assume  to  themselves  privileges  which  were  hot  re- 
cognised by  the  legislature.     In  order  to  suppress  these  disorders, 
and  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  administrators  of  the  town,  a 
writ  from  the  queen  was  obtained,  which  approved  of  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates  in  enforcing  the  late  act  of  parliament,  and  com- 
manded '^  all  seditious  craftsmen,  such  as  cutlers,  baxters,  saddlers, 
sword  slippers,  cordwainers,  blacksmiths,  goldsmiths,  coopers,  barbers, 
and  others,  within  the  town,  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  their  ma- 
gistrates."*    This  had,  for  a  time,  the  desired  effect,  and  tranquillity 
appears  to  have  been,  for  some  years,  established  in  the  town.     In 
the  year  1579,  however,  these  artificers  thought  proper  again  to  sti- 
mulate popular  disorders  in  the  community ;  and,  with  this  view,  to 
hold  tumultuous  assemblies,  on  the  25th  December,  which  they  de- 
voted to  feasting  and  playing ;  and  declined  their  ordinary  employ, 
ments  on  this  day.  They  conceived  that  they  had  now  a  right  to  assume 
the  privileges  of  burgesses  of  guild,  and  to  exercise  merchandize  within 
'  the  town.     They  even  carried  matters  still  farther,  by  applying  di- 
rectly to  the  king  and  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  and  by  some 
means  or  other  obtained  a  sanction  to  their  pretensions.     This  was 
considered  as  an  infringement  of  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  bur- 
gesses  of  guild,  which  they  could  not  well  endure.     It  was,  therefore, 
strenuously  opposed  by  the  magistrates,  who  punished  the  transgres- 
sors 
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sors  by  pecuniary  fines,  and  by  disfranchisement,  under  the  esta- 
blished laws  of  the  borough ;  and  the  artificers,  at  length,  thought 
proper  to  depart  from  this  assumption  of  privileges,  which  they  con- 
fessed had  been  rash  and  inconsiderate.  At  the  same  time,  they 
promised  to  restrict  themselves  to  the  exercise  of  their  own  respec- 
tive trades ;  and  to  submit,  with  all  due  obedience,  to  the  authority 
of  the  magistrates.  Tranquillity  was  thus  again  restored  in  the  com- 
munity,  although  the  refractory  deacons,  on  some  occasions,  de«> 
clined  to  give  their  votes  in  the  town  coimcil.  * 

In  the  year  1587  this  important  question  was  again  agitated  be- 
tween the  craftsmen  and  burgesses  of  guild,  but  without  that  rancour 
and  animosity  manifested  on  former  occasions.  They  assembled  to- 
gether in  amity  in  St.  Nicholas  Church,  with  a  view  to  conciliate 
matters  between  them ;  an  arbitration  of  mutual  friends  was  proposed, 
and  cordially  acquiesced  in  by  both  parties,  and  those  private  enmi- 
ties and  popular  commotions  which  had  subsisted  so  long  in  the 
town  were  now  happily  terminated.  This  arbitration  gave  rise  to  the 
decree  arbitral,  which  is  so  well  known,  and  distinguished  by  the 
title  of  the  Common  Indenture^  and  which  distinctly  defines  the  res- 
pective privileges  of  the  guild  brethren  and  artificers.  By  this  award 
it  is  declared,  that  no  craftsman  can  be  allowed  to  exercis^  com- 
merce under  the  privileges  of  the  town,  except  in  particular  circum- 
stances, unless  he  first  renoimce  his  cnifi^  and  be  admitted  a  burgess 
of  guild  in  the  usual  manner,  f 

A  short  time  after  these  occurrences  had  happened,  a  schism 
broke  out  between  the  leading  members  of  the  town  council  and  the 
burgesses  of  guild ;  but,  before  we  proceed  to  relate  this  event,  and 
the  causes  which  led  to  it,  it  may  not  be  deemed  improper  to  pre« 
mise  some  account  of  the  leading  men  then  in  the  administration,  as  ^ 
well  as  of  the  political  state  of  the  borough  at  the  tune. 

For  a  period  of  more  than  a  century,  the  administration  of  the 
civil  affairs  of  the  town  had  been  under  the  direction  of  an  opulent 

family, 
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familjy  of  much  consideration  in  the  place,  and  distinguished  by  its 
ample  domains  in  the  county.  The  chiefs  of  this  family  had  succes- 
sively enjoyed  the  office  of  provost,  during  that  long  period,  almost 
without  interruption,  and  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
munity ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  possessed  the  confidence  of 
their  sov»eigns.  Many  of  their  friends  and  connexions,  of  course, 
filled  the  other  departments  in  the  town  counciL  The  office  of  town 
clerk,  which,  even  at  this  time,  was  considered  to  be  of  great  impor^ 
tance,  had  been  hereditary  in  the  family  since  the  year  1502,  when  it 
was  acquired,  from  the  council  and  community,  for  the  behoof  of  the 
eldest  son  of  the  provost  then  in  office.  It  had  been  purchased  for 
the  small  consideration  of  forty  merks,  a  salary  of  twelve  merks 
yearly  being  annexed  to  it^  The  clerk  who  had  been  so  appointed 
was  not  in  a  situation  that  qualified  him  to  execute  the  functipns  of 
this  department ;  but  he  was  permitted  to  exercise  the  office  by  a 
deputy,  who  was  named  by  himself,  and  approved  by  the  magis- 
trates and  council.  In  this  manner  it  had  been  handed  down  from, 
father  to  son,  as  a  family  inheritance,  untiHhe  period  of  the  present 
narrative.  One  of  the  relatives  of  this  family  was  also  in  possession 
of  the  town's  public  miUs^  of  which  he  had  obtained  a  grant,  f  in  fee 
simple,  for  an  annual  feu  duty,  in  the  year  1575,  subsequently  to  the 
alienation  of  the  other  property  belonging  to  the  community,  as  has 
been  formerly  related.  Some  of  the  same  party  in  the  council  were 
also  lessees  of  the  bell  and  petty  customs ;  of  the  assize  boll ;  of  the 
public  mets  and  measures ;  for  whidi  certain  small  rents  were  paid 
yearly :  and  the  conmion  hand  bell  was  held  in  fee  farm.:[: 

In  the  year  1588^  the  office  of  town  clerk  having  become  vacant 
by  the  death  of  the  incumbent,  the  office  reverted  to  the  town  coun- 
dl  and  community.     The  provost  then  in  office  put  in  his  claim  to 

it 


•  Council  Begister,  voL  viiL  p.  194,  282. 

t  The  vassal  paid  600  merks  for  the  ^noit,  (equal  to  L.71  ISs.  4d.  sterling  money),  which  he 
had  advanced  for  defence  cfihe  liberty  of  the  borough^^CouncU  RegUter,  vol.  xxviii,  p.  445.  594.3 

t  As  this  was  the  aera  of  feuing,  we  find  that  the  hand  bell  had  been  given  off  in  fee  farm,  for 
a  small  yearly  quit  rent  It  was  redeemed  in  1594  from  Patrick  Leslie,  the  vassal,  by  payment  of 
500  ibakB  from  the  puUic  ftmd»,H[Co»»ci7  Beguter,  vel,  xxxv.  p.  413,  md.  jcowL  p.  44-3 
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it  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  a  majority  of  the  council,  according  to 
the  ancient  and  laudable  custom^  voted  him  to  the  office  of  conmion 
clerk,*  during  life,  in  the  same  manner  as  his  predecessors  had  en- 
joyed it.     At  the  same  time,  permission  was  given  to  him  to  nomi- 
nate one  or  more  deputies  under  him,  to  discharge  the  functions  of 
the  office.     In  order  to  render  this  act  of  greater  validity,  it  became 
necessary,  however,  to  have  the  sanction  of  the  whole  community,  in 
the  attainment  of  which  greater  difficulty  occurred.     In  a  head 
court,  which  was  convened  for  the  special  purpose,  a  motion  being 
made  for  sanctioning  the  appointment  of  the  council,  was  keenly 
opposed  by  a  certain  number  of  the  citizens,  on  the  ground  of  its  not 
being  compatible  to  hold  both  the  offices  of  provost  and  clerk  con- 
jointly.    It  was,  on  the  other  band,  contended,  that  it  was  no  more 
incompatible  than  for  the  clerk  register  to  hold  the  office  of  chief  jus- 
tice in  the  justiciary  court,  as  he  was  both  judge  and  clerk  of  courti 
although  he  appointed  clerks  to  officiate  under  him ;  besides,  the  he- 
ritable sheriffs  possessed  the  power  of  nominating  their  own  clerks. 
After  a  warm  contest  between  those  in  power  and  the  party  in  oppo- 
sition, the  provost  succeeded  in  accomplishing  his  object,  the  majo- 
rity of  the  citizens  who  were  assembled  having  given  their  votes  in 
favour  of  the  motion.     Matters  being  thus  accommodated  to  his 
mind,  the  whole  business  was  again  brought  under  the  review  of  the 
magistrates  and  council,  who,  with  a  view  to  extinguish  the  controver- 
sies on  this  occasion,  thought  it  advisable  to  grant  to  the  provost  licence^ 
tolerance^  and  porver^  only  to  present  a  qualified  person  to  be  princi- 
pal clerk,  and  another  to  be  deputy.     The  provost  thereupon  pre- 
sented Mr.  John  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Thomas  Mollison,  whose  appoint- 
ments of  principal  and  deputy  clerks  respectively  were  accordingly 
sanctioned  by  the  council,  f    This,  however,  was  only  the  prelude  to 
the  attainment  of  more  important  objects  in  view,  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  borough. 

Mr.  John  Cheyne  of  Fortrie,  advocate  in  Aberdeen ;  Alexander 
Ewen,  burgess  of  guild ;  and  certain  others  of  their  party,  having 

obtained 
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obtained  places  in  the  council,  complained  loudly  of  the  waste  of  the 
patrimony  of  the  borough,  and  of  the  mismanagement  of  the  public 
funds,  which  they  alleged  had,  for  several  years,  been  dissipated, 
and  given  away  to  the  private  advantage  of  certain  individuals 
in  the  council.  They  commenced  the  spirit  of  reform,  and  steadily 
persevered,  with  indefatigable  zeal,  to  accomplish  a  radical  change  in 
the  mpde  of  electing  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  which,  at  this 
period)  was  not  strictly  conformable  to  the  established  law.  It  would 
appear  that,  at  this  time,  and  for  many  years  preceding,  the  mem- 
bers who  composed  the  town  council  had  been  elected  for  life,  or 
during  good  behaviour ;  and  that  the  election  of  magistrates  and  of- 
fice-bearers only  took  place  annually.  However  much  this  system 
may  have  been  in  opposition  to  the  statute  of  1469,  it  certainly  had 
the  concurrence  of  King  James,  who  not  only  expressed  his  entire 
approbation  of  the  system  which  had  been  long  observed,  and  his 
particular  reasons  for  so  doing,  but  allowed  the  magistrates  and  town 
council  to  continue  the  practice  as  heretofore,  notwithstanding  the 
act  of  parliament  This  he  confirmed,  by  a  writ  under  the  privy 
seal,  upon  20th  July,  ISdh*  which  was  transmitted  to  the  magis- 

X  trates 


*  '^  James^  be  the  Gxaoe  of  God,  King  of  Scottis,  To  our  advocat,  and  all  uyeris  o^  liegis  and 
dubdittis  quhome  it  efferia,  Quhais  knawlege  yir  o^  fares  sal  cum  greting.  Wit  ze  us,  considering  the 
guidy  trew,  and  thankfiill  service  done  to  us  and  o^  predecessors  be  ye  Provest,  Baillies,  and  Coun^ 
sail  of  0^  bur^-of  Aberdene ;  alssweill  in  ye  wyiss  and  prudent  govemament  of  ye  sami,  according  to 
ye  ancient  custome,  libertie,  and  privileges  yairo^  inviolable  observit  past  memorie  of  man.  As  in 
yair  reddie  and  dewtifuU  obedience,  gevin  pruif  of  from  tyme  to  tyme,  towards  us,  be  ezponying  of 
yair  lands  and  Ijrifis  in  o^  service.  And  repressing  of  dyvers  rebellionis  and  uproris,  movit  at  sundrie 
tymes  in  ye  north  pairtis  of  yis  o^  realme :  And  we,  understanding  yat  ye  cheif  grund  and  caus  of 
the  king  flurishing  of  o^  said  bur^  in  peace,  tranquillitie,  and  guid  service  towards  us,  consistit  in  a 
guid  and  substantious  Counsall,  of  ye  gravest,  lojii^,  and  discreit  inhabitantis  of  o^  said  bur^,  best 
disposit  and  effectit  to  our  obedeince,  qlkis  has  contenuit  in  ye  same  office  sen  yair  first  electionn, 
unalterit  or  changeit,  be  ye  space  «*f  fourtie  or  fyiftie  zeiris,  according  to  ye  lovabill  consuetude  of 
0^  said  bur',  inviolable  observit  be  the  space  of  a  hundreth  zeiris  befoir;  qlk  consuetude  of  ye  oon-i 
tinwing  of  yair  CounsaU  efter  yair  first  lauchfull  election  unto  ye  tyme  of  yair  deceis,  except  yai 
had  bene  tiyit  or  fund  giltie  of  sum  cryme  meriting  deprivationn  is  ratefeit  and  approven  be  dyveris 
ictis  and  ccmstitutionis  of  o^.  said  bui^ ;  and  hes  bene  maist  wy  islie  and  prudentlie  establishit  be  yair 
predecessors,  for  avoiding  of  greit  dangeris  and  incovenientes,  qlkis  otherwyiss  my'  have  fallen  out 
within  o^  said  burgh,  be  the  zeirlie  changemg  and  alterations  of  ye  said  Counsall,  qlk  is  cheifly 
auttit  be  dyveris  unquiet  and  ambitious  personis ;  To  the  effect  that  ye  govemament  of  o^  said  bux^ 
luld  be  devolvit  in  ye  handia  of  tatlandis  men,  of  grit  dufps  and  surnames,  qlkis  compass  and 
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trates  in  the  course  of  the  present  controversy.  When  we  r^ect 
upon  the  unsettled  state  of  the  nation  during  the  former  part  of  his 
reign^  the  changeable  opinions  of  men  subsequently  to  the  Beforma^ 
tion,  and  various  other  circumstances  combined,  perhaps  this  extension 
of  royal  prerogative  may  not  appear  to  be  a  matter  of  much  surprise. 

The  momentous  question  between  the  burgesses  and  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  town  was  first  agitated  before  the  Convention  of  Bo- 
roughs, which  assembled  at  Aberdeen  on  the  8th  June,  1590.  The 
grievances  of  the  citizens,  and  their  complaints  against  the  magis^ 

trates 


dwelKs  round  aboat  o^  said  but*.  And  be$,  be  all  meanis^  baidi  direodle  and  indix«ctlie,  aspyrit  tcr 
ye  rouk  find  goveraamci|t  of  ye  aamyn,  eipreM  afaixiii  o^  metis  of  porlianeat,  inliibittiy  and  dli« 
chaigisg  ye  electionn  of  outlandis  men  in  PxDveal,  Baflleis^  or  Auldennen  w^in  burgh.  In  ye  ^Ik 
cais  o^  said  burgh  suld  rathet  becum  a  monople^  thrawit  and  astricth  to  yat  fiutionn  and  dan  qlk 
said  happen  to  be  preferrit  to  ye  goTemament,  nor  a  fie  burgb^  to  the  utter  Mrrak  and  detriment 
yairof  In  eonaideratioii  quhairof^  and  jrat  o^  aot  of  parliament  made  anent  ye  ehtfogiaig  of  yeaeirii^ 
Counsall  hes  nevir  ait  tane  effect  w^in  o^  said  burgh^  bot  ye  peraonaii  anes  lauchfulUe  chesin  upenn 
Counsall  hes  contenuit  yairon  unto  ye  tyme  of  yair  deceiss,  alwyest  subject  to  ye  tryall  of  ye 
ny^bouris  of  o^  said  burgh.  And,  in  cais  of  ony  fklt  or  cfyme,  the  same  hes  betie  ordoilie  tiyit 
uponn  ye  gyld  court  day  efter  ye  electionn  of  ye  magistrates  yairof;  and,  being  fimd  giltie,  yai  have 
bene  removit  and  depry  vit,  and  uyeris  placeit  in  yair  rowmis,  qruponn  hes  followit  a  gret  tranquil* 
litie  and  concord  w^in  o^  said  burgh :  And  in  respect  €i  mony  nfesr  inconvenientes  qlk  ye  zeirlie 
changeing  of  ye  said  Counsall  may  carie  w^  it,  namelie,  ye  abrogationn  of  ye  auld  lawis  and  sta- 
tuteis  of  0^  said  burgh.  The  disturbance  of  ye  comon  peace  yairof.  The  civil  disordorand  discention 
yat  micht  follow  yairuponn,  w*  ye  infinite  confiisionn  and  perrell  qlk  coffirbnnlie  accompanies  all  new 
changeis  and  mutationis  in  coSonn  welthis ;  We  have  allowit,  and  be  yir  o^  tres  allowis,  of  yat  pnt 
electit  Counsall  of  <A  said  bui^,  and  willis  and  dedaris  yat  ]>e  same  Counsall  sail  remane  and  stand, 
'efler  ye  ancient  consuetude  and  custom  yairof^  in  all  tyme  cumying.  And  in  cais  of  yair  deceiss,  or 
tryit  unworthnis.  That  ye  reman£t  of  ye  Counsall  elect  u])eris  ifi  yair  places;  it  bemg  alwyiss  un« 
derstand  yat  ye  same  Counsall  be  zeirlie  heirefter  electit  be  voit  of  Counsall,  and  sic  uj>er  ceremo- 
neis  as  ar  accustomat  in  electionn  of  magistrates  within  burgh.  Notwithstanding  of  o^  act  of  par* 
liament  maid  anent  ye  zeirlie  change  and  electionn  of  magistrates  with  burgh,  anent  ye  qlk  we 
have  dispensit,  and  be  yir  <A  bres  dispenss  in  yat  part  concerning  ye  changeing  of  ye  Counsall  alia* 
nerlie,  Renuceand  and  dischargeand  all  actionn  and  persute,  competent  to  us  or  o^  successor  twich-> 
ing  ye  contraventionn  of  o^  said  act  of  parliament  yairanent,  discharging  yon  o^  said  advocat  of 
all  persnte,  movit,  or  to  be  movit  agains  ye  said  Counsall  for  contraventionn  of  ye  same  act.  And 
not  fulfilling  of  ye  same  in  yat  point.  And  of  yo^  office  in  yat  part,  be  yir  o^  tres,  Gevin  under  o^ 
privie  seill,  at  Falkland,  the  tweutie  day  of  July,  The  yeir  of  God  Jm.  Vc  fourescoir  devin  yeiris. 
And  of  6^  rignne  the  twenty  fo*  yeir. 

"  Per  signatura  manibua  S.  D.  N,  I^gis  ac  CanceUar  sabscript." 
'^  lAtera  PreposUi,  Battwarum,  tt 
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trates  and  common  council  being  enumerated  at  great  length,  and 
placed  in  the  strongest  point  of  view,  were  submitted  to  that  as- 
sembly on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cheyne  and  his  friends  in  very  dis- 
passionate terms.  On  the  other  hand,  they  were  answered  by  their 
adversaries  with  some  degree  of  asperity  and  indignation ;  while  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  appears  to  have  taken  place  before  the  con- 
venticm,  by  the  contending  parties,  for  several  successive  days. 
Meanwhile  the  minds  of  the  people  were,  as  usual,  much  inflamed, 
and  animosities  among  the  citizens  encreased  daily  more  and  more. 
The  Convention  of  Boroughs  being  only  a  court  of  delegates,  could 
afford  no  radical  redress  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  burgesses 
complained ;  and  little  more  appears  to  have  been  done  on  this  oc- 
casion^ than  giving  a  patient   hearing    to   both  parties.*     Mat- 

X  2  •  ters, 


*  This  beiog  the  first  attempt  to  change  the  constitution  of  a  royal  borough  in  Scotland^  and  to 
}nfeingp  the  feudal  government  on  which  it  is  founded,  we  shall  present  a  detail  of  the  proceedings 
which  took  pkce  between  the  burgesses  of  guild  and  others  of  the  community,  and  the  magistrates, 
in  the  Conventicm  of  Royal  Boroughs,  which  was  held  at  Aberdeen,  on  this  important  question, 
ikom  the  Ml  to  llie  15tb  Juae^ 

On  the  Sth  June,  1590,  the  Convenlion  of  Boroughs  met  at  Aberdeen,  when  Mr.  John  Cheyne 
and  Mr.  Andrew  King,  for  themselves,  and  in  name  of  the  community  of  the  borough,  protested 
against  the  election  and  admission  of  Mr.  Thomas  Menxies,  provost,  and  Alex.  Rutherfco^d,  com- 
missioners for  the  town,  on  the  ground  of  the  commission  being  defective,  as  not  having,  according  to 
custom,  ibe  consent  of  the  community,  which  was  essentially  necessary.  It  was  stated  in  answer,  "  That, 
m  respect  of  die  said  borough's  old  laws  and  constitutions,  made  anent  the  admission  of  commissioners 
at  every  thdor  geneni  and  several  conventions  of  the  boroughs,  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  and  Alexander, 
C«nmissiongBi»  are  valid  and  efiectual^  and  therefbte  ought  to  be  admitted,  conform  to  their  act,  above 
eipt'esofJ,  Besause  the  said  convnission  is  given  under  the  seal  of  cause  of  the  borough,  and  under 
the  subseripdon  of  the  eommon  derk  thereof;  and  they  chosen  by  the  Provost,  BaiUies,  and  Coun- 
cil of  die  mid  borough,  as  all  commissioners  chosen  to  conventions,  general  and  several  of  boroughs, 
eeoerdiBg  to  the  aeeustomed  manner  of  other  boroughs  of  this  realm,  are  chosen."  Thereafter  the 
eaid  Andrew  King  received  up  his  procuration  produced,  dissenting  to  the  commission  of  the  said 
contanisHOBersb  and  required  "  the  reasons,  presendy  produced,  to  be  r^istrate  and  insert  in  this 
dieir  geneial  book  of  ocaivention,  in  form  as  efieira,  to  be  given  and  extracted,  under  their  general 
clerk's  subscripdoii,  of  the  which  reasons  the  tenor  follows  :«- 

^'  We,  Andrew  SIhenur,  David  Endeendit,  Alex.  Howison,  Andrew  King,  William  Gray,  George 
Forbes,  Mr.  John  Cheyne,  George  Laing,  John  Laing,  Geoige  Gordon,  Alexander  £wen,  ^  ■■ 
Bbbertson^  George  Elphinston,  Lawrence  Mercer,  John.  Saunders,  Mathew  Guild,  Alexander  Ste- 
ven, Alexander  Peterson,  Andrew  Milne,  Andrew  Henrison,  Andrew  Leslie,  William  Hay,  all 
persons  of  oooncQ,  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  deacon  and  craftsmen  of  the  same,  respective,  for  our- 
adves,  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  remanent  afflicted  members  of  the  pure  common  weil  of  ther 


156  ANKALB  OF  ABE&DEEK. 

tersy  however,  still  continued  in  the  greatest^  disorder,  and,  for  some 
time,  much  anarchy  prevailed  in  the  town.    The  supreme  civil  court 


burgh.  Desire  your  wisdom,  for  the  tender  mercys  of  God,  your  own  honour,  and  as  ye  will  answer 
to  his  Majesty,  and  evert  the  great  peril  that  may  fall  in  your  own  common  weil,  by  suffering  the 
liberties  of  burgh  to  decay.  That  ye  will  take  diligent  head  to  our  most  humble  and  reasonable  sup- 
plication, to  the  proposition  whereof  we  are  urged  by  plain  necessity,  and  nodit  upon  any  light  and 
inconsidered  motions,  having  oft-times  called  for  reparation,  and  altogether  refused.  Item,  to  the 
effect  that  we  be  not  prejudged  in  the  beginning  of  our  most  humble  convention,  we  desired  that  an 
lawful  commissioner,  chosen  by  the  most  part  of  the  worthier  in  the  town,  be  received ;  and  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Menaaes  of  Dome,  and  Alexander  Rutherford,  pretending  themsdves^  or,  at  the  best, 
Bie  only  chosen  by  a  few  number  of  their  own  friends,  privately,  without  summons  of  biH  or  oon« 
vention  of  commonaltie,  for  adviseme^it  of  their  own  turns,  thereanent  question  is  to  be  debated  before 
yo^  wisdoms,  betwixt  the  community  and  them,  especially  for  inhalding  themselves,  ^eir  own  kind 
friends,  and  allenarly,  1h  the  chief  offices  of  the  town,  as  it  were  their  awin  particular  heritages, 
continued  in  their  persons,  these  diverse  years  begged  by  the  acts  of  his  Ma^eaty^a  parliament, 
whereby  this  poor  borough  is  already  impoveri^ed,  and  Hkly  to  incur  his  Majesty's  wrath  and  in« 
special  punishment ;  and  for  maintenance  and  appropriating  of  the  common  goods  and  common 
lands  and  casualties  of  this  burgh,  which  is,  and  has  been,  these  many  years,  in  their  and  their 
friends'  hands,  unrouped,  according  to  the  custom  of  other  burghs^  to  put  on  more  profit  or  duty 
paid  therefore. 

<<  Item,  in  speciall,  Thomas  Menzies  of  Dome  can  noways  be  C0tnmis8i<ma*,  because  he,  as  tuk 
tor  to  Gilbert  Menzies,  his  brother,  has  withholden  from  the  common  weil  of  the  said  burgh  the 
haill  small  customs  thereof;  the  size  bolls ;  the  mets  of  coals,  lyme,  and  salt ;  the  land  tacka  of  the 
daid  burgh,  and  diverse  commodities  of  the  same,  without  any  payment  of  any  duty,  obscures  the 
Iiaill  evidents  of  the  town,  violently  maintains  himself  as  derk  of  the  town,  without  election, 

"  Item,  the  said  Mr.  Thomas,  being  an  landward  barron,  na  merchant  nor  trafiecker,  only 
brought  from  landward,  for  the  maintainance  of  his  friends,  and  continuing  of  the  office  of  proves* 
try,  in  their  name,  by  the  assistance  of  divene  landward  barrons,  has  intruded  Inmself  m  the 
office  of  provost,  and  violently  continued  himself  therein  by  the  space  of  two  years  together,  as  his 
predecessors  has  done  continually  by  the  space  of  fifty  years,  and  more ;  thereby  drawing  the  e** 
tates  of  his  Majesty's  free  burgh  to  ihe  similitude  of  an  burgh  of  barony,  not  only  against  his  Ma- 
jesty's laws,  but  also  against  the  sworn  oath  of  the  whole  town,  publicly  convened  at  the  Michael- 
mas election  of  provost  and  magistrates,  in  1587  years,  as  the  act  and  ordinance  of  their  own  book 
will  testify,  to  ^e  utter  wreck  of  this  haill  town  ;  which  act  being  inspecial  the  electors  of  magis- 
trates for  more  years  than  one  together,  shall  tine  their  fiieedoms,  and  incur  the  pain  of  jMoitrv, 
and  so  cannot  be  commissioners ;  And  for  the  said  Mr.  Thomas,  is  second,  third,  fourd  •.••••••  de- 
pendant with  the  most  part  of  these,  against  whom  the  poor  community  of  this  town  is  to  meaa 
themselves  before  your  worships,  anent  the  wrongs  sustained  by  the  said  commons,  fiar  reparatio& 
of  the  desert  and  wasted  common  good  of  the  bui^ 

'« Item,  the  said  Alex.  Rutherford  is  in  the  like  condition  of  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  own  astei% 
son,  and  has  married  his  daughter,  against  whom  also  the  community  has  actions  of  purprisUm,  for 
usurping  of  an  great  part  and  quantity  of  the  common  lands  of  the  sidd  burgh ;  and,  therefisre,  he  ^ 
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was  resorted  to  by  the  party  in  opposition,  in  order  to  accomplish  a 
Kduction  of  all  the  elections  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council 

which 


can  noway  be  commanded  of  the  said  bnrgb>  for  us  and  community  foresaid;  and^  there&re,  de« 
sires  your  wisdoms  to  give^"  &c. 

The  commissions  were  sustained^  in  regard  the  commissioners  were  lawflilly  chosen  by  the 
town  ooondl,  and  the  convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow* 

On  the  9th  of  June,  Mr.  Cheyne  and  Mr.  King  gave  in  their  protestations  against  the  piooeed<- 
ings ;  and  on  the  lOth^  Mr.  Cheyne  gave  in  the  following  articles:-— 

<'  In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  by  the  acts  of  his  Majesty's  parliament,  and  prede- 
^eessors,  of  most  noble  and  high  renown,  no  man  lawfully  may  bear  office  but  for  an  year ;  and  that 
partiality  and  mischief,  which  is  undoing  of  burrows,  in  the  election  thereof^  ought  to  have  no  place. 
As  also,  that  no  man  ought  to  trouble,  or  give  fear  and  dread  to  his  neighbour,  in  election  of  the 
magistrates;  and  that  no  man  leisomely  may  be  chosen  provost,  baillies,  or  alderman  to  burgh,  but 
HiMt  tat  honest  and  substantiid  burgesses,  merdiants,  and  indweUers  in  the  said  buigh.  That  the 
common  good  of  buxgfa  ought  to  be  yearly  rouped,  at  the  most  set  for  the  space  of  three  years;  and 
that,  finally,  the.evidents,  common  books,  writes,  artillery,  and  jewels  of  the  town,  ought  to  be  put 
in  sure  and  public  custody;  and  it  is  true  that  all  these  heads  are  transgressed  within  the  miserable 
Jbowels  of  this  common  wealth,  and  by  so  ftr  as  his  Miyesty's  free  burgh  has  been  thralled  to  serve 
an  race  of  people^  as  it  were  an  burgih  of  barony,  never  having  any  provost  or  council  changed  by 
the  space  of  fifty  years  together,  except  it  were  by  death ;  and,  in  that  case,  one  of  the  same  race, 

as  it  were  an  state  of succeeding  years.    No  person  of  buigh  but  they  knowing  any 

thing  omoeming  the  custody  of  the  evidents  or  jewels  of  the  town ;  none  but  they  having  inieres 
to  the  disposition  of  the  rents  thereof;  no  common  good  rouped  for  the  space  <^  thirty  years  by-* 
gcme:  Wherefore  we  desire,  seeing  there  is  no  council  chosen  this  year  as  yet, nor  has  been  by  lang 
space  before.  That  we  may  have  place,  and  choose  furth  an  unsuspected  council,  of  the  most 
worthy,  substantial  merchants  of  the  hail  body  of  our  town,  as  use  is  in  other  well  reformed  towns, 
and  in  competent  numbers. 

*'  Item,  the  leets  for  election  of  the  provost  not  to  be  restrained  to  the  name  of  Menzies,  their 
friends  and  allies,  but  to  be  extended  to  an  number  of  the  most  worthy  of  burgh,  that  knows  the 
state  thereof  and  by  the  advice  and  vote  of  the  haill  town,  ane  thereof  to  be  chosen;  and  he  that  is 
chosen  only  to  bear  office  for  one  year. 

'« Item,  the  Dean  of  Guild  to  be  yearly  chosen  by  the  town,  and  have  full  jurisdiction,  as  he  has 
in  other  towns. 

^  Item,  the  town's  seal  to  be  put  in  the  custody  of  two  unsuspected  persons'  hands  yearly,  at  the 
election.  The  town's  books,  evidents,  public  sureties,  sasines,  and  jewels  pertaining  to  the  town, 
to  be  put  in  the  keeping  house  where  they  were  before,  in  a  chest,  with  four  locks,  and  four  un- 
au^>ected  persons  to  be  keepers  thereof;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  evidents  to  be  sichted  by  such 
competent  numbers  a£  vmsagpecXed  persons  as  your  wisdoms  shall  appoint  Item,  your  wisdoms 
act,  made  at  St  Andrew's,  anent  the  rouping  of  the  common  good,  to  be  put  to  execution  betwixt 
this  and day  of next"    This  was  ordered  to  be  answered  against  to-mam>w. 

The  following  answer  was  then  given  in  :«<» 

«llth 
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which  had  taken  place  for  thirty  years  preceding ;  and  also  to  ob- 
tain redress  of  various  other  grievances,  of  which  the  burgesses  com- 
plained. During  the  dependance  of  these  law-suits,  Mr.  Cheyne 
had  been  expelled  from  the  council,  in  rather  an  arbitrary  manner, 
for  opposing  the  powers^  authority^  and  lawfulness  of  the  town  coun- 
cil,  by  maintaining  that  no  lawful  election  had  taken  jdace  for  several 
years ;  and  by  insisting  that  the  craftsmen  were  eligible  to  offices  in 
the  council,  in  place  of  being  named  only  auditors  of  the  public 

accounts. 


**  1  Ith  June^  1590.— The  proTost,  bailliefl,  and  council  of  the  btnrgh  of  Aberdeen^  ancient  dtiiens 
•md  burgesses  thereof^  wiA  the  greatest  part  of  the  community  of  the  same^  answerii^  to  certain 
articles  given  in,  presented  before  yen,  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  Burghs,  assembled  at  Abefdeen 
the  10th  of  June,  1590  yean,  cravmg  reformation  of  the  dvil  government  of  tibe  said  burgh,  says;. 
It  is  common  to  all  persons,  viiien  provofcerf  to  bauld  rashness,  namely,  to*********** 
the  alterations,  innovating  and  altering  of  die  civil  government,  or  of  any  Inugh  or  eommoBwealth 
which  so  long  has  flourished  in  dvil  polished  quietness  and  tranquility,  and  so  long  has  been  go» 
vemed,  through  the  observing  and  keeping  of  lovable  constitution,  and  good  laws,  set  down  of 
old.  To  all  such  we  say,  to  cover  their  desires  and  enterprises,  in  under  some  honest  pretenee,  6em 
siring,  as  it  were,  an  better  form  of  government  to  be  introdneed  therein;  nor,  at  any  time,  since* 
the  erection  of  their  burgh  has  b^en  coneredited  and  received,  even  so  it  is  with  Ibe  adherents  to  the 
said  articles ;  seeing  that  true  it  is,  continually  smoe  the  said  burgh  of  Abenleen  was  erected  by  hia 
Majestjr's  most  noble  progenitors,  of  good  memory,  hi  ah  fiee  regal  burgh,  dotting  tfie  same  with 
diverse  liberties,  immunities,  and  privileges,  and  chiefly  with  the  privilege  of  firee  election  of  pro- 
vost, baiUies,  and  coundl,  dean  of  guild,  treasurer,  derk,  and  other  ordinar  officers  within  the-samc^ 
which  privileges  altogether,  by  the  said  artides,  are  craved  to  be  abrogated. 

"  The  settled  form,  long  continued  estate  of  government,  foresaid,  in  no  time  heretofore,  since 
the  erection  of  the  said  burgh,  has  been  altered  or  changed ;  but  the  same,  to  this  day  and  time, 
has  been  followed  out,  and  inviolably  observed,  according  to  the  said  privileges,  allowed  and  ap« 
proved  by  his  Highness  and  his  Majesty's  predecessors,  from  time  to  time,  notwithstanding  of  his 
Grace's  acts  of  parliament.  The  form  of  the  election  of  the  provost,  bailHes,  and  council,  treasurer, 
and  dean  of  guild,  within  the  burgh,  has  been  invariably  the  same  for  the  space  of  fifty  years;  and 
what  is  pretended  to  ia  nothing  but  an  alteration  of  the  fimdametttal  government  of  the  said  burgh; 
for,  by  a  decreet  arbitral  between  the  merchants  and  trades  there,  no  tradesmen  can  bear  oflioe,  nor 
be  upon  the  coundl ;  and  all  the  royal  bunowa  are  not  governed  after  one  inaoner  of  government,'' 
&c. 

The  convention  continued  their  sederunts  from  day  to  day,  until  the  ISA  of  June ;  dtirmg  whiA 
time  there  were  a  variety  of  protestations,  kinc  inde.  A  declaration,  in  name  of  the  commumty,  ims 
titen  put  in,  expressing  a  **  willingness  absolutely  to  refer  all  the  diflbrences  to  the  boroughs;  but 
the  magistrates  were  inclined  only  to  refor  them  conditionally.  The  convention  at  lengA  fond 
j^  they  would  not  medle  ^  it,  but  remitted  to  the  Judge  competent ;  and,  in  Ae  meantime,  do* 
daired  7^  the  ptie  breaker  of  the  peace,  and  troubler  of  the  other,  sould  ineuir  a  gieet  penally.'* 

Joomsls  of  the  ConTe&tion  of  J9onnigbs  at  Aberdceo,  fiom  1552  to  1596— Extracts  of  Joonali^  vol.  i  p.  If. 
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aocountd.*  This  could  not  fail  to  irritate  his  party  to  a  great  de* 
gree.  It  gave  rise  to  another  law-suit  before  the  supreme  court,  in 
name  of  Mr.  Cheyne,  Mr.  Ewen,  and  others,  against  the  magistrates 
and  council,  on  various  grounds,  particularly  to  enforce  production  of 
the  registers  cf  their  proceedings,  the  toUb  of  taxaticm,  and  the  bodss 
of  their  accounts.  At  Michaelmas,  1591|  the  magistrates  and  council, 
notwithstanding  the  writ  which  they  had  obtained  from  the  king,  au« 
thoriaing  them  to  continue  the  fonner  practice  in  the  election,  judged 
it  expedient,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  and 
to  regain  their  confidence,  to  depart  from  this  system,  and  to  choose 
twelve  new  counsellors,  who^  with  four  only  of  the  old  members,  were 
to  form  the  town  council  for  the  ensuing  year.f  This  measure,  how*- 
ever  well  intended  it  may  have  been,  does  not  appear  to  have  had  the 
desired  effect,  or  to  have  given  much  satisfaction;  for  the  burgesses  still 
continued  their  discontents,  and  the  prosecution  of  their  law-suits. 
On  the  Sdth  December,  the  magistrates  made  another  pacific  at- 
tempt, in  the  hope  of  conciliating  their  fellow-citizens  in  these  criti- 
cal times.  They  passed  ati  act  of  coimcil,  by  which  they  appear  to 
have  had  in  contemplation  to  make  an  application  to  the  supreme 
court,  in  name  of  the  old  and  new  councils,  for  authority  to  establish 
a  proper  plan  for  conducting  the  election  of  the  magistrates  and 
council,  not  only  for  this  year,  but  in  time  coming,  which  they  con- 
ceived Would  tend  to  terminate  the  present  controversy ;  but  whether 
such  an  application  was  made  does  not  appear,  nor  does  any  thing 
further  occur  in  the  record  on  that  subject.  On  the  21st  of  the  sub- 
sequent month  of  January,  the  lords  of  session,  however,  pronounced 
a  judgment  of  acquittal,  in  the  law-suits  which  had  been  brought 
before  ihem,  as  far  as  they  regarded  the  elections  preceding  the  year 
1691  ;:J:  and,  on  the  20th  of  May  thereafter,  they  pronounced  another 
judgment,  by  which  they  also  acquitted  the  magistrates  and  town 
council  as  to  the  election  at  Michaelmas,  1591,  "  because  the  pro- 
vost, baillies,  and  magistrates  of  the  said  borough  were  lawfully 
elected  and  chosen,  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  made  anent 

election 
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election  of  magistrates  within  borough,  and  under  the  authority  of 
the  king's  special  letters.*'  The  lords,  at  the  same  time,  **  decerned 
and  declared,  that,  in  all  time  thereafter,  the  officers,  magistrates, 
provost,  baillies,  and  council,  shall  be  yearly  elected,  and  chosen,  ac- 
cording to  the  acts  of  parliament,  in  all  points/*  The  defendants 
were  also  found  entitled  to  receive  L.20  of  expences  from  the  prose- 
cutors, and  L.5,  which  had  been,  according  to  order,  consigned  by 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  of  court.  ^  Meanwhile  it  would 
appear,  that  inspection  had  been  given  to  the  burgesses,  in  presence 
of  David  Cunningham,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  who  had  been  appointed 
commissioner  for  this  purpose,  of  all  the  registers,  both  of  the  bo- 
rough court  and  council,  and  of  the  ancient  charters  and  writs  be- 
longing to  the  town,  in  compliance  with  the  injunctions  of  the  lords 
of  session.! 

After  these  judgments  had  been  given  in  the  supreme  court,  the 
spirit  of  opposition  was  again  roused^  and  could  not  be  easily  re- 
strained. The  discontented  part  of  the  citizens  adopted  an  expe- 
dient, which  characterised  the  times,  to  obtain  redress  of  their 
grievances  at  their  own  hand,  by  having  recoiurse  to  hostile  measures. 
On  the  27th  September,  1592,  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  an- 
nual election,  they  equipped  themselves  in  arms,  and  assembled  in 
the  Gray  Friars  Church,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  having 
formed  a  determination  to  vindicate,  by  these  means,  what  they  con- 
ceived to  be  their  rights  and  privileges.  X  ^^^  people,  whose  minds 
were,  perhaps,  artiully  inflamed,  now  burst  forth  into  an  excess  of 
fury ;  and  the  vain  attempt  which  was  made  by  the  magistrates  to 
quell  the  disturbance,  was  unhappily  followed  by  bloodshed.  § 
In  this  critical  juncture,  they  deemed  it  expedient  to  open  a  nego- 
ciation  for  bringing  matters  to  an  accommodation  with  their 
fellow-citizens,  by  means  of  David  Anderson,  Alexander  Forbes,  and 
Thomas  Leslie,  three  of  the  baillies ;  and  two  other  members  of  the 

council^ 


•  Coimdl  R^gister^  toL  zsodv.  p.  510,  et  seq.  t  Aid.  yoL  ndT.  p.  172,  et  seq. 

%  Council  B^gialer,  toL  zxjdv.  p.  517,  et  seq. 
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council,  whom  they  delegated  for  that  special  purpose.  This  pacific 
measure  had  the  desired  effect.  Both  parties  would  iseem  to  have  been 
wearied  of  the  long  struggle ;  a  reconciliation  speedily  took  place,  and 
the  magistrates  and  whole  community  afterwards  assembled  at  the 
Woolmanhill,  on  terms  of  amity  and  good  wiU.  Hence  they  proceeded 
to  the  church,  where  they  heard  sermon,  and  extinguished  all  their  for- 
mer rancour  and  animosities.  The  day  appears  to  have  been  con- 
cluded with  a  cheerful  glass  at  the  cross ;  and  the  parties  mutually 
forgave  each  other  the  bloodshed  which  had  unfortunately  been  oc- 
casioned on  both  sides.  Thus  tranquillity  was  happily  re-established 
among  all  ranks  of  the  citizens. 

When  the  effervescence  of  party  spirit  had  gradually  settled,  the 
election  of  the  magistrates  and  council,  which  had  taken  place  at  this 
time,  was  abandoned,^  and  the  whole  matter  in  controversy  between 
the  magistrates  and  the  burgesses  became  the  subject  of  an  arbitration 
of  their  sovereign,  as  oversman,  and  twelve  persons  as  umpires, 
namely,  four  lords  of  session,  four  clergymen,  and  four  burgesses  of 
guild  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  King  James  and  these  umpires, 
after  a  solemn  hearing  of  the  parties,  pronounced  a  decree  arbitral, 
upon  the  7th  of  the  following  month  of  December,  by  which  they 
found,  "  that  Thomas  Menzies^-f  heir  apparent  of  Durne,  shall  be  pro- 
vost of  the  said  borough  of  Aberdeen  for  this  year ;  William  Men^ 
sdes^f  Master  Patrick  Cheyncj  George  Forbes jX  and  William  Gray^X 
baillies ;  Master  Richard  Irving^  dean  of  guild ;  and  David  Cargill, 
treasurer,  of  the  said  borough ;  and  that  David  Ferguson,  Alexander 
Rutherfordj-f  John  Colly son,\  Alexander  Cullenj-f  William  Jack,  Alex- 
ander Ewen^X  James  Setton,^  Andrew  Scherar^X  Thomas  Duvye,  Robert 
Menzies;  James  Robertson,  goldsmith,  and  Alexander  Stevin^X  baxter, 
two  of  the  craftsmen,  shall  be  counsellors ;  who  were  aU  elected,  nomi- 
nated, and  chosen,  for  the  said  year,  by  this  decree  arbitral.  These  were 
ordained  to  accept  their  offices  respectively,  to  give  their  oaths, 
de  Jideli  administratione  officii,  judicially,  before  the  commissary  of 

Y  Aberdeen ; 


•  Council  Register,  vol  zxxiv.  p.  557. 

t  Those  were  of  the  defendants,  in  the  several  law-suits  against  the  magistrates  before  the  court 
of  session;  and  those  marked  %  were  of  the  prosecutors. 
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Aberdeen ;  and  to  remain  in  office  until  Wednesday  immediately  pre- 
ceding Michaelmas  ensuing.  His  Majesty  and  those  umpires  con- 
cluded with  enjoining  the  acts  of  parliament  concerning  the  elec- 
tions of  magistrates,  council,  and  ofBce*men,  within  borouglis,  to  be 
precisely  observed  in  all  time  coming/'  By  these  means  this  serious,  but 
important  affair  to  the  community,  which  had  been  the  source  of  so 
much  ferment,  disorder,  and  animosity,  among  the  citizens,  for  seve- 
ral years,  was  at  length  terminated.* 

On  the  election  of  the  new  council  and  magistrates,  at  Michael- 
mas, 1 593,  under  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's^  decree  arbitral,  Mr. 
John  Cheyne,  who  had  commenced  the  contest  in  1588,  was  unani* 
mously  elected  provost ;  and  Mr.  Ewen  continued  a  counsellor :  at 
the  same  time,  several  of  Mr.  Cheyne's  professional  friends  obtained 
places  in  the  new  council.  Mr.  Cheyne  and  Mn  £wen«  being  men 
of  great  respectability  in  the  town,  were  afterwards  delated 
to  represent  the  community  before  the  kin^^  then  at  Ardes  Cowie^  in 
the  course  of  one  of  his  northern  excursions ;  and  were  enjoined  to 
solicit  his  Majesty  to  dispense  with  the  attendance  of  the  magistrates 
upon  him  at  that  place,  and  for  his  permission  to  receive  him  at 
the  Bridge  of  Dee,  on  his  approach  to  the  town.f  Mr.  Cbeyne'i^ 
professional  avocations,  however,  appear  to  have  been  of  more  con* 
sideration  to  him  than  the  honourable  appointment  of  chief  magis- 
trate ;  for  he  often  had  occasion,  while  in  office,  to  apply  to  the  coun- 
cil to  dispense  with  his  attendance,  on  account  of  his  other  engage- 
ments. He  enjoyed  the  offioe  only  one  year ;  and  represented  the 
borough  in  parliament.  The  thanks  of  the  community  were  pub- 
licly voted  to  him  in  a  bead  court,  which  was  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  and  a  few  days  after  leaving  the  chair,  as  chief  magistrate,  the 
council  granted  to  him  an  ample  testimonial,  under  their  privy  seal,  of 
his  having  dutifully ^  uprightly^  and  diligenily  dischKged  the  o&ce.1[. 

The  elevation  of  Mr.  Cheyne  to  the  dignity  of  provost  occasioned 
no  little  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  the  commercial  part  of  the  commu- 
nity; 


*  Council  Register^  vol  xxxiv,  p.  550,  ct  seq.  t  Ibid.  vol.  aoxvi.  p.  658. 

i  Council  Register,  vol.  zxxv.  p.  1—166* 
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Tkity  i  but  in  none  more  than  the  adherents  of  the  former  leaders 
in  the  administration,  who  still  retained  a  considerable  influence  in 
the  politics  of  the  borough.  The  services  of  men  of  law  in  the  coun«> 
oil  were,  therefore,,  in  due  time,  dispensed  with  ;  and  those  only  who 
were  concerned  in  commerce  were  allowed  to  enjoy  the  several  offices 
in  the  magistracy  and  council,  and  to  direct  the  administration  of 
the  civil  and  political  affairs  of  the  town.  Indeed,  the  subsequent 
acts  of  the  convention  of  boroughs,  and  particularly  the  acts  of  par- 
liament, 20.  King  James  VI.  *  rendered  professional  men  and  others, 
not  merchants  and  actual  traffickers^  incapable  of  holding  any  office  in 
the  magistracy  for  the  future. 

But  although  the  decree  arbitral  of  King  James  compromised 
matters  as  to  the  election  for  the  year  159^9  and  fixed  the  num- 
ber of  burgesses  of  guild  and  craftsmen^  of  which  the  council  was  to 
consist ;  yet  it  by  no  means  defined  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the 
corporations  of  artificers  in  it,  or  settled  the  number  of  votes  to 
which  they  were  entitled :  nor  did  it  fix  the  number  of  mepabers  of 
which  the  old  and  new  councils  were  to  be  composed  at  the  annual 
election  of  magistrates,  and  office-bearers ;  and,  therefore,  to  ob- 
viate all  questions  on  these  topics,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  refer 
these  points  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Convention  of  Boyal  Boroughs^ 
to  which  all  the  citizens  cordially  acceded. 

On  the  5th  July,  1596,  the  convention  met  at  Aberdeen,  and, 
after  weighing  the  merits  of  the  question  between  the  magistrates 
and  the  burgesses  of  guild,  pronounced  an  award,  finding,  "  that  two 
craftsmen  of  the  old  council,  and  two  of  the  new,  with  the  six  dea- 
cons only,  being  ten  persons,  were  to  have  votes  in  the  election  of 
provost,  baillies,  and  other  office-bearers ;  and  in  case  any  of  them 
happened  to  be  absent  on  that  day,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  re- 
maining members  to  elect  another  in  his  place.  That  the  provost, 
baillies,  and  the  other  members  of  the  old  and  new  councils,  who 
wer^  burgesses  of  guild,  should  not  exceed  the  number  of  thirty 
persons ;  and  that,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  any  of  these  members, 

Y  2  other 
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Other  burgesses  of  guild  were  to  be  chosen  in  their  place,  to  vote  at 
the  election,  according  to  the  number  which  might  happen  to  be 
absent.  The  old  and  new  coimcils  were,  therefore,  ordained  to  con- 
sist of  forty  persons  ;  and,  in  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes,  it  was 
expressly  declared,  that  the  provost  or  chief  magistrate  present 
should  be  entitled,  not  only  to  a  deliberative,  but  also  to  a  casting 
vote/'*  This  is  denominated  the  setf  of  the  borough  of  Aberdeen. 
The  decree  arbitral  of  the  Convention  of  Boroughs,  which  composed 
all  differences  between  the  parties,  appears  to  have  been  received  by 
the  citizens  with  universal  satisfaction;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
changeable  opinions  of  men,  and  the  many  vicissitudes  which  have 
since  happened  in  the  nation,  has  been  regarded  with  the  strictest 
observance,  from  that  time  to  the  present  day.:^ 

In 


*  Journals  of  the  Convention  of  Boroughs  at  Aberdeen—CouncQ  Register^  voL  zxxvL  p.  56^^ 
et  seq. 

t  The  form  which  directs  the  mode  of  choosing  the  magistrates  and  town  council. 

i  The  Convention  of  Boroughs  was  too  well  aware  of  the  extent  of  its  powers  in  such  cases^evei^ 
at  this  period,  to  interfere  in  such  matters  in  any  other  way  than  under  the  authority  of  a  voluntary 
reference,  by  the  administrators  of  the  town,  and  an  accession  to  it  by  all  the  citizens  who  were  in- 
terested in  its  issuew  In  ancient  times,  recourse  was  frequently  had  to  the  convention,  to  alter  or 
new-model  the  political  constitution  of  boroughs ;  but  whatever  was  done  proceeded  upon  voluntary 
submissions,  or  references  by  the  parties,  or  a  surrender  of  all  their  rights  into  the  hands  of  the  con-i 
vention,  for  a  new  set  to  be  returned  to  them.  There  were  many  instances  of  that  assembly  having 
declined  its  own  jurisdiction,  when  the  consent  of  all  parties  to  the  exercise  of  their  authority  was 
wanting;  and,  particularly,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  struggle,  15th  June,  1590.§  In  a 
case  of  a  borough,  whose  set  was  established  by  a  decree  arbitral,  confirmed  by  immemorial  practice, 
and  ratified  by  mi  act  of  the  king  in  privy  council,  one  part  of  the  citizens,  in  opposition  to  the 
other,  voted  a  resolution  to  apply  for  the  authority  of  the  convention  to  alter  the  set  of  the  borough. 
This  resolution  was  interrupted  by  their  political  opponents,  who  presented  a  bill  o£  suspension  to 
the  supreme  court,  alleging,  among  other  matters,  that  the  convention  had  no  power  to  alter  the 
set  of  the  town ;  and  the  court,  after  mature  deliberation,  found  unanimously  that  no  such  powen 
were  possessed  by  the  convention.  ||  This  judgment  of  the  court  was  founded  upon  the  most  ob« 
vious  principles  of  law  and  expediency.  The  eminent  lawyer,  who  wrote  the  History  of  Edinburgh, 
observes,  with  much  propriety,  that  "  when  the  constitution  of  a  body  corporate  has  been  once 
fixed,  the  rights  arisinglT  therefrom  are  as  inviolable  as  those  of  private  property;  and,  thevefore^ 

§  Notes— page  158. 

g  The  Trades  of  InTerness  against  the  Borgesaes  of  Guild,  10th  February,  1724 ;  the  Hammcnneii,  &c.  of  Olasgon 
against  the  WeaTers,  17th  February,  1775;  the  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  against  the  Craftsmen,  Aug.  7th,  1778^ 

f  Records  of  the  CoDTentioD  for  1590b  1724,  1748,  1769.. 
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In  the  course  of  this  political  contest,  no  change  or  alteration 
took  place  in  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  borough ;  neither  did 
the  judgments  of  the  Court  of  Session,  the  decree  arbitral  of  King 
James,  nor  the  award  of  the  Convention  of  Boroughs,  make  the  least 
infringement  on  it ;  and  the  two  last  proceeded  entirely  upon  vo- 
luntary references  by  the  administrators  at  the  time,  and  by  the  citi- 
zens who  were  immediately  interested.  The  only  important  advan^ 
tages  which  were  gained  in  this  struggle  for  power,  were,  that  the 
artificers  were  to  be  allowed  to  have  two  of  their  number  as  consti- 
tuent members  of  the  council,  in  place  of  being  only  auditors  of  the 
public  accounts,  as  formerly;*  that  they  should  be  entitled  to  ten 
votes  at  the  annual  election  of  magistrates  and  office-bearers ;  and 
that  the  election  of  the  town  council  should  be  conducted  agreeably 
to  the  established  law. 

When  these  momentous  affairs  in  the  political  government  of  the 
borough  had  been  accomplished,  the  vassal  in  possession  of  the 
town's  public  mills,  after  some  struggle  with  the  magistrates,  was  in- 
duced to  relinquish  the  grant  which  he  had  received,  and  to  re-invest 
the  community  in  the  property ;  but  not  without  receiving  a  very 

high 


cannot  be  affected  but  bjr  authority  of  parliament.  The  peace  and  security  of  the  constitution  at 
harge  depends  upon  the  stability  and  hannony  of  the  parts  of  which  it  is  composed.  If  these  parts 
are  to  be  regulated  by  the  will  of  that  branch  of  the  community  to  which  they  respectively  belong, 
and  not  by  the  dictates  of  their  charters^  we  have  no  such  thing  as  law  or  a  constitution ;  we  are  no 
longer  governed  by  law^  but  by  the  changeable  caprice  of  men.  Nothing  but  the  immutability  of 
the  constitution  can  establish  the  hannony  and  security  of  a  state.  To  this^  any  trifling  advantages 
to  be  reaped  ftom  a  change  ought  to  be  sacrificed  "-^AfTWi's  History  of  Edinburgh,  p.  466.|] 

It  may  also  be  observed,  that,  as  a  sacred  trust  is  reposed  in  the  administrators  of  a  royal  bo- 
Toughy  neither  they  nor  the  dtixens  are  by  law  or  usage  authorised  to  compromise  any  part  of  its 
eonstittttion  by  mutual  concessions,  so  as  to  make  the  least  infringement  of  it  Indeed  any  advan- 
tMge  to  be  gamed  by  a  partial  alteration  of  the  system  would,  in  many  instances,  be  greatly  overba- 
lanced  by  the  bad  consequences  which  might  naturally  result  from  the  hasty  and  inconsiderate  ex* 
erdse  o£  such  powers.  Our  ancestors  were  aware  of  this^  and  appear  to  have  been  extremely  tena- 
cious of  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges.  We  ought  to  be  equally  careful  to  preserve  them, 
and  to  remember  the  old  adi^e  of  our  prsetorium,  *^  Servate  terminos  quos  patres  vesiri  posuere.** 
When  the  wisdom  of  parliament  thinks  proper  to  interfere  in  these  matters,  it  will  adopt  the  best 
means  of  accomplishing  that  alteration  or  amendment  which  will  tend  to  improve  the  system,  and 
not  endanger  either  the  safety  of  the  constitution,  or  the  security  of  the  people. 

♦  Council  Register,  vol,  xxxiii.  p.  S67. 
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high  recompense  in  money.  The  sum  which  was  exacted  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  original  grant  was  no  less  than  6000  merks.  This 
was  raised  partly  by  the  price  of  the  lands  of  Ardlair,*  which  had 
been  sold  by  the  master  of  church  and  bridge  works,  f  some  years 
previously,  for  the  sum  of  4000  merks ;  and  the  balance  was  made  up 
from  the  funds  of  the  treasury.  J 

During  this  aera,  the  pestilence,  which  had  so  frequently  afflicted 
the  citizens  at  former  periods,  and  had  often  made  its  appearance 
in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  prevalent 
in  the  town,  although,  in  the  year  1608,  it  broke  out  in  Torrie,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river  Dee,  where  it  raged  for  some  time ;  and,  on 
repeated  occasions,  some  symptoms  of  it  had  appeared  among  the 
inhabitants.  The  rigorous  precautions  which  were  adopted  by  the 
magistrates,  on  intelligence  being  brought  to  the  town  of  its  raging 
in  other  places,  probably  had  been  the  means  of  preventing  it  from 
making  much  progress,  or  spreading  in  the  town.§  But,  towards 
the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  leprosy,  a  disease  frequent 
and  common  among  the  Jews,  and  the  loathsomeness  and  severity 
of  which  are  pathetically  described  in  the  scriptures,  made  its  ap- 
pearance among  some  of  the  inhabitants ;  and,  although  it  was  not 
attended  with  such  fatal  consequences  to  them,  yet  was  equally 
dreaded  as  the  pestilence.  An  hospital  was  founded  on  the  croft, 
which  was  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  leper's  croft,  near  the 
Gallowhills,  for  the  reception  of  persons  who  were  afflicted  with  that 
disease.  This  institution  was  supported  from  the  public  funds,  and, 
soon  after  being  established,  obtained  from  King  James  VL  a  grant,  || 

for 


^  These  lands  had  been  granted  by  Bishop  G«Tin  Dunbar,  in  the  year  1529,  by  a  dead  of  mort- 
main, to  the  council  and  community,  fer  supporting  the  Bridge  of  Dee.*— [[Ctuffct/  R^Uter,  vol,  zii* 
p.  784.] 

t  The  office-bearer  in  the  town  council  who  has  the  charge  of  the  funds  belonging  to  these  works. 

%  Council  R^fister,  voL  zzziv.  p.  7S6.  voL  jxsyL  708. 

§  Miscellaneous  Occurrences,  p.  140. 

II  «  James,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scottis,  To  all  and  sundrie  our  lieges,  duelland  within 

our  fefdome  of  Abirdene,  and  to  our  louittis •  •  Messengeris  our  f^effis  in  that  pairt, 

conjuctlie  and  seweralie  spedalie  constitute  greting,  for  sameUe  as  we  being  infoimit  of  the  smal^ 
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for  supplying  it  with  fuel,  of  one  peat  from  each  load  brought  to 
the  markets  of  New  and  Old  Aberdeen.  *  This  grant,  small  as  it 
may  now  appear  to  be,  was  serviceable,  and  perhaps  very  important 
at  the  time  when  ftiel  was  a  scarce  and  an  expensive  article 
among  the  necessaries  of  life.  Such  was  the  virulence  and  terror  of 
this  infectious  disease,!   that  it  not  unfrequently  occasioned  the 

husband 


nes  of  the  rent  appointit  for  the  leproui)  personis  in  the  hospitall  and  houf^^  betwixt  new  and  aidd 
Aberdene,  unable  to  austene  tbame  in  meet  and  fyre,  quhairthrow  they  leif  verie  nyserablie,  8pe*< 
cialie  in  the  Wynter  seasonn^  and  ar  constranit,  that  tyme  of  the  yeir,  for  balding  in  of  their  lyves 
to  reteir  thameselfis  Airth  of  th^ir  said  appointit  residence  to  the  said  townis  nixt  adjacent,  axnagia 
dene  pertonia»  throw  the  vebementifl  of  the  cauld,  qHbrow  they  perrell  theestiMte  and  faekh  of  mony 
clens  fbUus,  be  thair  cupmy  and  infectionn.  And,  thairfoir^  we  being  wiell  myndit  to  supplie 
thair  indigence  and  necessities  bat  Ather  the  loiss  of  o^seli^  or  you,  our  saidis  lieges,  have  givin 
grantit,  and  disponit;  and  be  thir  o^  Wting  gens,  gnmtis,  and  disponis.  To  Robert  Abell,  and  re- 
manent of  die  said  puxe  Uq>roiu  personis,  and  Aair  succe^sq^,  ane  peit  of  custome  of  ilk  laid  of 
peitiis,  puland  the  mercat  to  be  saiild,  into  the  siudis  townis,  in  all  tyme  cuing.  Copandeing  and 
chargeing  you,  all  and  sundrie  o^  lilies  and  subdittis  foirsaids.  That  ye,  and  ilk  ane  of  you,  redde- 
lie  anff,  obey,  and  mak  pament  &  deliverance  of  the  said  cnstume  of  ane  peit  of  ilk  leid  of  peittis 
pQland  the  mereat,  to  be  sauld  in  ather  of  the  saidie  townia  of  Abnrdene,  to  the  saidi  Robert  Abell 
and  repaaact  kpioua  personis  fiaradd,  and  thair  sucoeaso^  and  mwter  of  the  said  hoispital,  in  thair 
names,  and  tbir  under  resaauear  in  their  names.  As  ye  and  ilk  ane  of  you  will  anf  y^  to  U3  at  yo^ 
heichast  charge  and  prell;  and  under  the  panis  of  coflscation  of  all  sick  personis  peittis  as  sail  refuse 
to  pay  the  aaid  custome  in  all  tyme  cQing  to  the  said  pure  people,  thair  succeajM>uris,  and  maister  of 
t)ie  said  boapital,  and  Om  undir  wasaneara  in  thair  names.  Onr  will  is  heirfoir,  *c.  Given  under 
OJir  signet,  and  suhscriyit  with  o«r  hand,  at  Falkl^id,  the  xvi  day  of  Aygust,  and  of  our  reignne 
the  twentie-fyve  yeir,  J  591." 

«  JAMES  R.' 
"  G^AMB."  f,  Robert  MBtni*." 

"  I>orjo.~Lre  Regestrat  Mr.  Robert  Young." 

♦  Peats  were  brought  to  the  towns,  in  former  times,  on  horseback,  by  cadgers,  and  sold  in  retail. 

t  '*  It  19  a  curious,  yet  n^lected  object  of  disquisition,  '  how  certain  diseturf  spring  up  and  die 
mnay  in  difereni  ages.  The  frequeney  of  the  leprosy  among  the  Jews  is  known  to  every  one,  and 
ks  loalhaoBMneaa  and  sevM^ity  are  paHietieally  described  in  the  book  of  Job;  but  our  ancestoriB  also 
wre  mudi  aflicted  wiifc  it  It  was^  by  no  meanei,  a  disoise  peculiar  to  the  poor,  but  visited 
equally  the  cottage  and  the  palace.  King  Robert  Bruce,  who  was  said  himself  to  heaflBicted  with  the 
leprosy,  founded,  near  the  town  of  Ayr,  an  hospital  for  persons  labouring  under  that  distemper. 
In  the  xdgn  of  James  I.  it  was  so  general,  as  to  be  the  subject  ^parliamentary  regulation. 

'*  In  A.D.  1591,  an  hospStai  was  founded  at  Greenside  by  John  Robetson,  merchant  in  Edin- 
burgh, for  persons  afflicted  with  the  leprosy,  who  were  interdicted,  by  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh, 
from  gomg  without  the  hospital,  or  to  have  its  door  open  after  sun  set,  under  pain  of  death.  That 
uiis  might  not  be  deemed  an  empty  threatening,  a  g^ows  was  erected  at  the  gabel  of  Uie  hospital, 
for  the  inuneditte  exe^ationpf  the  pffendera/Wt^fuolV  History  ^Edinlmrgk,  p.  257-3 
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husband  to  forsake  his  wife,  and  the  wife  and  children  to  abandon 
the  husband  and  the  father ;  while  the  unhappy  patient  was  inter- 
dicted from  holding  intercourse  with  the  brewer,  the  baker,  or  the 
butcher.  Happily  for  society,  in  process  of  time  it  abated  its  viru- 
lence, and  at  length  entirely  wore  out,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  leper  house  and  croft  were  then  sold,  and 
the  price  which  was  received  for  them  was  appropriated  to  a  fund  for 
the  establishment  of  an  hospital  for  the  reception  of  persons  de- 
prived of  their  reason  ;*  which,  however,  never  was  erected. 

But  while  this  infectious  disease  was  common  in  the  town,  a  new 
one,  more  contagious,  broke  out  among  the  younger  ranks  of  the 
community,  about  the  year  I608.f  It  raged  with  unabated  fury, 
carrying  off  many  children,  and  baffled  every  medical  art.  This  dis- 
temper was  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  plague  of  the  pock,  had 
been  brought  to  Britain  by  our  intercourse  with  Turkey,  and  conti- 
nued its  ravages,  not  only  in  the  town,  but  over  the  whole  of  the 
island,  for  nearly  two  centuries.  The  first  remedy  obtained  for  it  was 
by  means  of  Lady  Mary  Montague,  who  introduced  inoculation  from 
the  country  from  which  the  disease  was  brought.  This  was  so  far  a 
relief ;  but  it  remained  for  the  celebrated  Dr.  Jenner,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  nineteenth  century,  to  discover  the  most  effectual 
preventive  of  the  virulence  and  fatal  effects  of  the  small-pox,  by 
means  of  inoculation  with  the  cow-pock.  This  has  disarmed  the 
original  distemper  of  all  its  terrors ;  and,  perhaps,  in  the  course  of 
time,  like  the  plague  and  leprosy,  it  may  disappear  altogether. 

The  fancied  crime  of  witchcraft,  which  comprehended  "  sorcerie^ 
inchantmentj  and  such  devilish  practices^^  was  predominant  in  the  town 
towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  It  had  engrossed  the 
particular  attention  of  the  learned  and  enlightened  men  of  the  age ; 
but  of  none  more  than  Bang  James  VI.  Persons  suspected  of  it 
were  generally  decrepit  old  women,  of  the  most  wretched  part  of  the 
community.  Courts  of  justice  for  the  trial  of  supposed  delinquents 
were  speedily  formed^  and  commissions  were  easily  obtained  from 

the 


*  Council  Register,  vol.  Iviii.  591.  t  Records  of  the  Church  Session,  voL  iii.  for  1608. 
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the  sovereign  to  special  judges,  for  taking  cognizance  of  such  crimes, 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Suspicion  was  almost  sufficient  for 
conviction ;  and  they  generally  went  hand  in  hand.  In  Aberdeen, 
some  shocking  examples  had  been  made,  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1694,  by  burning  a  few  old  women,  who  were  convicted  before  the 
magistrates,  as  justice  deputes  ;*  but  this  was  not  considered  an  ade- 
quate expiation  by  offended  fanaticism.  There  were  yet  found  no 
fewer  than  twenty-four  women  and  two  men,  who  laboured  under  sus- 
picion of  witchcraft,  within  the  town,  in  the  space  of  the  two  subse- 
quent years.  These  were  seized,  under  the  authority  of  the  magis- 
trates, loaded  with  irons,  and  confined,  some  of  them  in  the  steeple, 
and  others  in  the  noisome  vault  of  the  church.  After  undergoing  the 
usual  probationary  trial  of  burning  with  iron  on  the  cheek,  broding^f 
and  oUier  such  refined  means  of  torture,  twenty-two  of  the  women 
and  one  of  the  men,  who  survived,  were  brought  before  their  fanatic 
judges,  and  a  jury,  consisting  of  twenty-one  persons  ;X  and  the  whole 

z  were 


*  Council  Roister,  vol.  xzxvL  p.  759-  t  Pricking  with  a  aharp-pointed  instnunent 

X  As  aeveral  commissions  were  obtained  from  the  King,  and  the  Duke  of  Lennox,  as  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  North,  authorising  the  magistrates  to  hold  justice  courts  on  these  unfortunate  persons, 
we  shall  present  the  following,  as  a  specimen  of  these 


v  I  1 1 1  n  I 


''  James,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scottis,  To  all  and  sundrie  o^  liegeis  and  subdittis, 
^uhome,  or  to  quhais  knawlege  thir  oure  letteris  sail  cum,  Greting ;  For  samekill  as  it  is  under- 
stand to  us,  and  Lordis  of  o^  secreit  counsaU,  That  Jenett  Wischert,  spous  to  Johnne  Leyis,  sta« 
bulair  in  Aberdene ;  Thomas  Lejris,  hir  sone ;  ■      Leyis,  her  dochteris ;  and  Isobelle  Cokie,  in 

Kintor,  are  takin  be  the  provest  and  bailleis  of  Aberdene,  and  committat  to  warde,  as  suspect  and 
giltie  of  witdicraft,  socerie,  and  utheris  diuilishe  and  detestabill  practiaeis  ;  uponn  quhome  neoesser 
it  IB,  That  iustice  be  ministrat,  conforme  to  'pe  lawis  of  o^  realme.  Quhairfoir,  we  have  maid  and 
constitute,  and  be  yir  j^ntis  makis  and  constitutis,  o^  louittis,  the  provest  and  baiUeis  of  o^  burgh  of 
Aberdene,  oure  iusticeis  in  that  p^  to  the  effect  underwrittin,  Gevand,  grantand,  and  comittand  to 
thaime  oure  full  power  and  commissionn,  expres  bidding,  and  charge,  courte  or  Courtis  to  mak  be 
callit,  absentes  to  amerchiat,  unlawis,  amerchiamentis,  and  escheittis  of  the  saidis  courtis,  to 
ask,  lift,  and  nus,  and,  for  the  same,  giff  neid  beis,  to  poind  and  distrenaie;  And,  in  the  same 
courte  or  oourtis,  the  saidis  personis,  to  call  be  dittay,  to  accuis,  and  thame  to  the  knawlege  of  an 
assise  to  putt;  And,  as  yai  sail  happen  to  be  fundin  culpabiU  or  innocent.  To  cans  iustice  be  minis- 
trat uponn  yame,  confonye  to  the  lawis  of  o^  realme ;  assyiss  neidfull  to  this  effect  of  the  personis 
that  best  knawis  the  verritie  in  the  said  mater,  ilk  persone  under  the  pane  of  L.40.  To  sumond, 
wame  theis,  and  cans  be  sworn,  darkis,  i^^iands,  dempstaris,  and  all  utheris  officiaris  and  memberis 
of  courte  needfull ;  To  mak,  creat,  substitute,  and  ordane,  for  quhome  yai  sal  be  haldin  to  anf»'-* 
The  escheit  guidis  and  geir  of  ye  saidis  personis^  in  cais  thay  sal  happin  to  be  convict  and  iustifeit  to 
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were  convicted,  one  of  them  of  eighteen  paints  of  dittay.  They  were, 
of  course,  condemned  to  the  flames ;  and,  in  order  to  make  a  due  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  iht  people,  their  sufferings  took  place,  at 
short  intervals,  at  the  Castlehill,  in  the  course  of  the  years  1596-7. 
But  the  prejudices  of  the  people  were  so  strong  against  this  imagi- 
nary crime,  that  they  beheld  the  shocking  spectacle  without  sym- 
pathy, and  with  insensibility,  while  every  spark  of  humanity  would 
aeem  to  have  been  extinguished.  The  bodies  of  the  two  women  who 
had  died  by  the  torture  which  had  been  inflicted  upon  them,  were  drag- 
ged through  the  streets  in  a  cart,  and,  being  denied  Christian  burial, 
were  thrown  into  the  earth.  John  Crichton,  the  other  of  the  men,  was 
transported  to  the  castle  of  Dunnotter,  where  he  suffered  in  the  flame*. 
The  dean  of  guild  superintended  this  auto  da  fe^  and,  as  a  remune- 
ration for  his  services,  he  was  allowed  the  sum  of  L.47  3s.  4d. 
which  he  retained  in  his  accounts.  Gilbert  Bams,  one  of  the  town's 
Serjeants,  received  a  gratuity  of  forty  merks,  for  bis  attendance  on 
the  sufferers,  while  in  confinements  The  whole  expence  incurred  by 
these  executions,  exclusive  of  the  fees  to  the  dean  of  guild  and  the 
officer,  amounted  to  no  lei^s  than  L.178  17s.  4d.*  which  was  advanced 

from 


the  deid^  for  the  said  cryme.  To  bA,  lift»  and,  lor  ye  same,  gif  neid  beis,  to  poind  and  diatrencie; 
The  ane  half  thairof  to  oure  use,  to  inbring  and  delyverance  of  ye  aame  to  o^  theeaiusar  in  o^  name 
to  mak ;  And  the  uther  half  to  our  saidis  iusticeis  awne  usCj  for  tbair  labouris  to  applj  ;  And  ge« 
neralie  all  and  siuidrie  utheris  thingia.  To  do  exeroe  and  use  quhiUds  of  law  or  consuetude  of  o^ 
realme  ar  kaawine  to  appertene.«-*Charging^  &c.  Gevin  under  e^  signet^  aad  suhscryuit  with  o^ 
handj  at  Haliruid-hous^  the  second  day  of  February^  and  of  o^  reign  the  30tb  year,  1596." 

*<  J.  LiNMAT,  Seerdmius."  "  JAMES  R." 

Dorg.'.^"  Comiflsion  to  ye  ^vest  and  baillies  to  halde  justice  on  Janet  Wischart^-^-Sche  is  covick 
XVII  February^  1596^  by  xxi  persons  of  assise^  of  xviii  ^ytis  of  dittay,  and  as  a  common  weser  and 
socerer^  and  ordint  to  be  brunt  ^  she  be  deid.  Isobel  Cpkkie,  in  Kytor,  be  vertew  q£  yis  cofsis- 
sion,  covick  and  brunt^  19th  February,  I696." 

*  It  may  net  be  iaoarioiia  htete  to  present  an  extoaet  fl«m  the  aeeounts  of  the  dean  of  guild,  fbr 
the  year  firom  September  1596  to  1597»  <^  the  paiticukr  charges  attendBiig  these  extraorcfinaiy 
executioDs  :«— 

1595    Item,  for  tar  barrek,  fire,  peats,  taws,  and  stake,  iwed  in  bCuiutig  t^^  3    0    0 

«..    for  €irdi^g  Sapphoek,  who  died  in  prison  »  •  0    6    8, 
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from  the  funds  of  the  guildry.    In  the  beginning  of  the  subsequent 
century,  fanaticism  still  influenced  the  people  against  sorcerers,  and 

z  2  those 


•  •• 


••• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


•  •  • 


•  ■• 


Janet  Wischart  and  Isabel  Cookie  £,.  s,  d. 

1596    Item^  for  XX  load  of  peats      «                   .                   .                   .  2    0  0 

a  boll  of  coals  »  •  »  •14  0 
iv  tar  barreb  -  -  •  •  16  8 
fire,  and  iron  barrels  «  >  •  ^  0  16  8 
a  stake^  and  for  dressing  it-  -  •  OI60 
iv  fitthom  of  rope  •  «  •  0  0  4 
canying  the  peats,  coals,  and  barreb,  to  the  hill  •  0  13  4 
John  Justice  for  their  execution  -  «  -  0  6  8 
Item,  for  traUUng  Monteith  through  the  streets  in  a  cart,  she  having  hanged  her- 
self in  prison;  cart  hire,  and  eMtiig  her                -                   .  0  10  0 

Tkomas  Lq^ 
Item,  the  zxiii  of  February^  1596,  for  peats,  tar  barrels,  fire  and  coals,  and  exe- 

cutionei^s  &e,  ut  supra            -                   -                   .                   •  8  IS  4 
Christian  MUchel,  Bessie  Thorn,  and  Isabel  Barron 

IteBB,  for  peats,  tar  banek,  &c.  at  supra                        -                   •  10    0  8 

Katharine  Fergus,  aUaa  Scudde,  and  Margaret  Clerk,  alias  Bean 
Item,  for  peats,  tar  barrels,  SfC.  ut  supra               -                   -                   -  13  16  6 
..•     Gilbert  Bimie,  finr  maintaining  the  witches                «                   •  20    0  0 
IsoM  Riiehie,  Margaret  Og,  Helen  Rodger,  and  EUpet  Henderson 
Item,  for  xliiii  loads  of  peats                      .                    .                    •  4    7  0 
iiii  tar  barrels                    »                    •                    •                    -  1  10  0 
ii  oil  barrels               .                   •                   .                   .  0  18  0 
vi  loads  of  fir                      .                    «                    ,                    -  0  10  8 
ii  iron  banrela            •                   m.                  •                  •  0    6  8 
▼iii  fiUhomsof  rope                •                   •                   •                   •  0    0  8 
pcsCs  and  cosia,  to  try  them  in  the  fibraiy,  two  days  befm  the  exe- 
cution                          m                        .                        .                         .  0     6  8 

a  slake,  dresaiBg,  and  carrii^  •  «  .        0  16    8 

carriage  of  peats,  coals,  and  barrels  •  -  0  13    4 

a  spear,  broken  at  the  execotioii  •  m  -004 

John  Justice,  for  his  fee  .  «  •  10    0 

Katharine  Gerard,  Christian  Reid,  and  Janet  Grant 
Item,  for  coals,  peats,  and  simibr  articles  -  «  ^  «  8    2    0 

HeUn  Fraser,  and  Katharine  Forres 
Item,  for  coals,  peats,  and  similar  articles  -  -  7    7    0 

Helen  Gray,  and  Agnes  Webster 
Item,  for  coals,  peats,  and  similar  articles  -  -  -        6    8    8 

Janet  Douglas,  Agnes  Smellie,  and  Katharine  Elshioner 
Item,  for  coals,  peats,  and  similar  articles  .'  •  12    8    4 

"  r  the  hire  ofa  horse,  to  cwry  Jdm  CriditoB,  who  was  qsptdiended  as  a 

witch,  to  Dvmiotter        •  •  •  .084 

1597    Ileni, 
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those  suspected  of  witchcraft.  In  the  year  1680,  several  women, 
who  were  under  suspicion  of  this  imaginary  crime,  were  seized,  as 
proper  objects  of  the  cognizance  of  the  magistrates.  The  privy 
council  was  applied  to  for  a  commission  to  institute  a  court  of  jus- 
tice ;  and,  in  order  that  it  might  be  obtained  with  the  greater  faci- 
lity, the  declaration  of  Marion  Hardy^  an  old  woman,  was  taken  upon 
oath,  with  great  solemnity,  in  presence  of  the -bishop  of  Aberdeen, 
the  ministers,  and  the  magistrates.  By  these  means  the  commission 
was  procured,  and  a  justice  court  was  immediately  instituted.  Seve- 
ral unhappy  women  were  convicted,  and  suffered  the  punishment 
which  was  appointed  for  the  crime ;  while  others,  who  had  died  from 
the  exercise  of  cruelty  upon  them  in  confinement,  were  dragged 
through  the  streets  in  the  usual  manner,  and  committed  to  the 
earth.*  Some  years  afterwards,  the  suspicion  of  witchcraft  still  pre- 
vailed in  the  town ;  but  the  civil  commotions  in  the  nation  soon  di- 
verted the  attention  of  the  people  to  objects  which  involved  the 
most  serious  consequences  to  themselves ;  and  sorcery^  charmers^  and 
witchcrafij  are  no  more  mentioned. 

In  the  former  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  ancient  games 
and  amusements  of  the  citizens  had  gradually  declined,  and  gone 

into 


1597  Item,  to  Gilbert  Bimie,  for  maintaining  the  witches  in  prison,  fhxm  l6Ui  March  L.  s.  d, 
May  27  to  2Sd  May,  1596  -  -  -  -  50  13  4 
...  to  Alex.  Reid,  smith,  for  two  pair  of  shackles  to  the  witches  in  the  steeple  1  12  o 
...  to  Hiomas  Dickson,  for  halbert  broken  at  their  execution  •  '  1  10  0 
. . .  to  John  Justice,  for  burning  on  the  cheek  four  persons  suspected  of  witch- 
craft, who  were  banished  *  -  •  -  1  6  8 
...     to  Alex.  Howie,  for  makmg  joggis,  stapples,  mid  locks            »  2    6  8 

The  sum  of  the  whole  charges  and  expences  made  on  the  witches  extends  to  aucht  score  xviii  lib» 
xviish.  iiiid  heard,  considered,  and  audited  by  the  auditors,  subscribing  at  Aberdeen,  the  twenty* 
second  day  of  September,  1597- 

Alexander  Ruthsrfuro,  f  vost 
Alex.  Cullen. 

Mr.  Patrick  Cheyne,  Bailzie. 
Alex.  Cullen,  Bailzie. 
Council  Register,  voL  nivi.  p.  759.*- Annual  Accounts  of  the  Dean  of  Guild,  from  1596  to  1597. 

*  The  expence  of  this  aula  dafe  was  no  less  than  L.140,  for  searches,  maint^ance  of  the  priso- 
ners, and  the  apparatus  for  their  8ufferiiig8.-^Counci{  Register,  voL  IL  p.  54t4h'^AccounU  ef  ike 
Dean  of  Guild,  for  1626.  l630.  16S2.] 
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into  disuse.  The  abbot  and  prior  of  Bon-Accordj  ot,  as  they  were 
sometimes  denominated,  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John^  had  often  at- 
tempted the  revival  of  the  favourite  sports  and  pastimes,  at  which 
they  had  been  wont  to  preside ;  but  they  met  with  no  encourage- 
ment, and,  in  their  frequent  attempts  to  re-establish  them,  they  often 
experienced,  from  the  lower  classes  of  the  people,  every  species  of  in- 
dignity and  raillery,  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of  the  magistrates; 
In  the  aera  of  the  Beformation,  all  these  ancient  pastimes  and  amuse- 
ments having  been  completely  repressed  by  the  legislature,  the 
young  citizens  substituted,  in  their  place,  other  topics  of  amuse- 
ment. They  performed,  for  their  occasional  recreation,  physj  fasts^ 
histories^  and  antiques^  which  were  composed  of  profane  subjects.  In 
the  course  of  the  frequent  visits  of  King  James  to  the  town,  they  ge- 
nerally regaled  him  with  exhibitions  of  this  kind,  which  seem  to  have 
delighted  his  Majesty.  These,  however,  were  often  anathematized 
by  the  clergy ;  but  the  king  compelled  them,  by  his  royal  mandate, 
to  drop  their  censures  of  theatrical  representations.-  In  the  year 
1601,  James  made  an  application  to  Queen  Elizabeth  for  her  com- 
pany of  comedians  to  be  sent  down  to  Scotland,  which  was  readily 
complied  with ;  and,  after  they  had  tired  his  Majesty  and  the  people 
of  Edinburgh  with  their  entertainments,  the  king  ordered  them  to 
repair  to  Aberdeen,  to  amuse  the  citizens  with  the  exhibition  of  their 
^  plays,  comedies,  and  stage  plays.'*  They  were  recommended  by 
his  special  letter,  addressed  to  the  magistrates,  and  were  under  the 
management  of  Lawrence  Fletcher,  who,  with  the  celebrated  William 
Shakespeare,  and  others  of  their  company,  obtained  the  first  licence 
to  perform  plays  in  Britain.  It  was  granted  by  King  James,  within  two 
months  after  he  had  ascended  the  throne  of  England.  The  company 
of  players  who  came  to  Aberdeen  performed  several  times  in  the 
town,  and  were  presented  by  the  magistrates  with  thirty-two  merks 
for  their  services ;  besides  being  entertained  with  a  supper  on  one  of 
the  nights  of  performance.  At  the  same  time,  the  freedom  of  the 
town  was  conferred  upon  Lawrence  Fletcher,  the  manager,  and  each 
of  his  company.  * 

The 


• 

*  Council  Register,  vol.  xl.  p.  210.  229— Bymer'a  Fodera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  505. 
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The  art  of  printing,  which  has  conduced  so  much  to  the  advan- 
tage and  improvement  of  literature,  was  discovered,  on  the  continent, 
ahout  the  year  1440.  The  merit  of  this  invention  is  generally  al- 
lowed to  John  Guttemberg^  a  knight,  and  citizen  of  Strasburgfa,  who 
made  the  discovery  from  the  following  fortuitous  circumstance. 
Having  cut  the  letters  of  his  name  out  of  the  bark  of  a  tree,  which 
was  green,  and  full  of  sap,  he  put  them  into  a  fine  linen  handker- 
chief; and,  the  letters  having  left  the  impression  of  their  own  cha-* 
racters  upon  the  linen,  inspired  him  with  the  thought  of  making 
these  of  metal,  with  which  an  impression  might  be  made  on  paper. 
He  succeeded,  and  then  made  types  or  characters  of  tin,  set  them  in 
frames,  and  brought  the  art  to  perfection.  He  exercised  it  afterwards 
in  the  city  of  Mentz,  which  claimed  the  honour  of  being  the  place 
where  printing  was  invented.  The  art  was  introduced  into  Britain 
by  Mr.  William  Caxton,  mercer,  and  citizen  of  London,  who  had 
printed  at  Cologn,  in  the  year  1471>  a  book,  which  he  had  translated 
from  the  French  into  the  English  language,  called  the  Recuk  of  the 
histories  of  Troy.  On  his  return  to  England,  he  produced,  from  the 
press  which  he  established  there  about  the  year  1474,  a  small  book, 
translated  from  the  French,  called  the  Game  at  Chess^  which  is  the 
first  book  known  with  certainty  to  have  been  printed  in  England.  * 
Printing  was  first  practised  in  Scotland  about  the  middle  of  the  six- 
teenth century ;  the  oldest  specimen  being  a  book  entitled  Scotland's 
Complayntj  which  was  printed  at  St.  Andrew's,  in  the  ye|ir  1540.  In 
the  same  year^  the  acts  of  parliament  were  ordained  to  be  printed ; 
but  the  art  did  not  make  much  progress  in  Scotland  for  many  years, 
and  was  chiefly  confined  to  Edinburgh. 

Edward  Baban  was  the  first  established  printer  at  Aberdeen,  or  in 
the  north  of  Scotland.  In  the  year  1621,  a  patent  was  obtained  from 
King  James,  by  Bishop  Patrick  Forbes,  and  Sir  Paul  Menziea  of 
Kinmundie,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  for  establishing  printing  at  Aber- 
deen ;  and  Mr.  Baban  was  accordingly  appointed,  soon  after,  by  the 
magistrates  and  council,  printer  to  the  town  and  university ;  f  with 

the 


*  Watson's  History  of  Printing,  p.  7,  et  seq.— Harleian  MisoeUany^  toL  iiL  p.  156.<— H€Dxy> 
voL  z.  p.  SOI.  t  Council  Register^  voL  H  p.  20. 
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the  exclasive  privilege  of  printing.  He  was  allowed  a  salary  of  L.40 
annually  ;  and,  for  his  further  encouragement  to  prosecute  the  art,  a 
small  emolument  of  8d.  quarterly  from  each  scholar  at  the  Grammar 
School,  which  was  collected  with  the  school  fees.  He  had  acquired 
the  reputation  of  being,  at  the  time,  a  very  eminent  master  ;*  which, 
indeed,  appears  from  the  specimens  of  his  works.  Among  these  may 
be  mentioned  a  pocket  prayer-book,  for  the  service  of  the  church, 
printed  in  the  year  1625,  with  the  calendar,  and  the  psalms,  set  to 
music,  which,  we  believe,  was  amongst  the  first  of  his  works;  In  the 
year '  1633  Dr.  Barron  printed  his  book.  On  the  Arrival  of  King 
Charles  in  Scotland^  with  poems  on  the  coronation ;  which  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  magistrates  and  council.  In  1686^  a  volume  Of  the  Fu- 
Mrah  of  a  right  reverend  Father  in  God,  Patrick  Forbes  of  Corse, 
bishop  of  Aberdeen,  was  published  in  Aberdeen  i  and  the  Canons 
and  Constitution  of  the  Church,  were  printed  there  in  the  same  year. 

Mr.  !l^ban  carried  on  the  printing  business  until  the  year  164% 
when  he  died ;  and  was  succeeded  in  his  office  of  printer  to  the  town, 
and  university  by  James  Brown,  son  of  William  Brown,  minister  of 
Invernochty. 

Although  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  and  various  other  public 
matters,  frequently  exposed  the  citizens  to  heavy  impositions  and 
contributions,  which  they  could  not  avoid,  yet  these  did  not  prevent 
them  from  exercising  acts  of  benevolence  for  the  relief  of  others  who 
were  in  distress,  whether  at  home  or  abroad.  Among  many  instances 
of  this  sort,  we  have  to  mention  a  contribution  made  for  the  citizens 
of  Haddington,  when  their  town  was  burnt  by  an  accidental  fire  in 
the  year  1598.t  On  the  23d  May,  in  the  year  1624,  the  town  of 
Dunfermline  experienced  a  similar  calamity,  no  fewer  than  220  houses, 
occupied  by  287  families,  their  whole  household  furniture,  and  500 
bolls  of  grain  in  barns,  having  been  consumed  by  fire,  on  this  dis- 
astrous occasion.  On  intelligence  of  this  calamitous  event,  the 
citizens  of  Aberdeen  immediately  assembled  in  a  head  court,  and 
ordered  a  voluntary  contribution  to  be  made  in  the  town  for  the  un- 

fortimate 


•  Watson's  History  of  Printiiig,  Preface,  p.  9.        t  Councfl  Register,  vol  xxxviL  p.  707.  741 
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fortunate  sufferers.  The  sum  of  L.1600  was  speedily  raised  by  a  vo- 
luntary subscription,  and  paid  to  the  commissioners  who  were  de- 
puted by  the  magistrates  of  Dunfermline  to  receive  this  benevolent 
aid.*  Some  years  afterwards,  another  voluntary  contribution  was 
made  by  the  citizens,  of  1000  merks,-  which  were  paid  to  the  magis- 
trates of  Ayr,  to  enable  them  to  ransom  several  of  the  inhabitants  of 
their  town,  who  had  been  made  captives  by  the  Algerines ;  f  and,  as 
early  as  the  year  1579,  we  are  informed  that  100  merkshad  been  col- 
lected for  the  relief  of  Scottish  prisoners  at  Morocco,  taken  by  the 
Turks.  J  For  all  these,  and  other  benevolent  acts,  the  citizens  of 
Aberdeen  do  not  appear  to  have  reaped  any  return,  even  at  the 
close  of  the  civil  wars,  when  they  were  almost  reduced  to  penury  by 
the  many  distresses  and  calamities  which  they  had  suffered  during 
these  commotions.  ^ 

In  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  extravagant  feasting 
had  made  considerable  progress  in  the  town,  particularly  at  marriages 
and  baptisms;  and  the  citizens  not  unfrequently  indulged  them- 
selves in  the  luxuries  of  the  table,  and  in  the  convivial  glass,  at  their 
occasional  meetings.  The  game  laws  being  very  little  known,  and 
not  much  regarded,  they  had  abundance  of  venison  and  wild  fowl  on 
every  occasion.  While  ihe  sovereign,  by  his  proclamation,  forbade 
them  to  eat  flesh,  except  at  certain  times,  under  severe  penalties;  the 
magistrates  found  it  expedient  to  restrain  superfluities  of  venison  and 
wild  meaty  and  also  the  use  of  confections^  spiceriesy  and  deserts,  at  en- 
tertainments. In  the  year  162S,  a  solemn  act  of  the  town  council 
was  passed,  by  which  it  was  ordained  that  the  citizens  should  invite  no 
more  than  four  gossops  and  four  cummers  to  any  of  their  children's 
baptisms,  six  women  to  convoy  the  child  to  and  from  the  church ; 
and  no  more  than  six  men  and  six  women  to  any  dinner,  or  supper, 
or  afternoon^ s  drink  at  baptisms.  §  Two  years  afterwards  it  was 
enacted,  by  the  same  authority,  that  no  person  should,  at  any  public 
or  private  meeting,  presume  to  compel  his  neighbour  at  table  with  him 

to 


Register,  yoL  IL  p.  123. 133.  t.  Ibid.  vol.  lii.  p.  347.  373. 

Begister,  yoL  sdx.  p.  690.  §  Ibid.  vqL  1L  p.  ^^,  303. 
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to  drink  more  wine  or  beer  than  what  he  pleased,  under  the  penalty 
of  L.40.*  But  these  sumptuary  laws  did  not  restrain  the  citizens 
from  occasionally  indulging  themselves  whenever  an  opportunity 
offered. 

After  the  aera  of  the  Heformation,  the  disposition  of  the  people 
in  general  seems  to  have  been  gloomy  and  morose.  Although  not 
averse  to  social  intercourse,  they  were  violent  and  resentful  in  their 
tempers,  and  relaxed  in  their  morals,  f  This  appears  from  the  nume- 
rous instances  of  murder  and  assassination,:]:  which  were  perpe- 
trated, in  the  most  audacious  and  barbarous  manner,  in  the  former 
part  of  the  present  aera ;  and  from  the  many  delinquencies  and  im- 
moralities which  were  then  the  subjects  of  cognizance  of  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  couits.  In  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  religion,  they 
appear  to  have  been  actuated  by  a  bigotted  and  intolerant  spirit ;  for 
the  least  deviation  from  the  ordinances  of  the  church  was  considered 
as  an  unpardonable  offence,  and  punished  with,  severity.  No  sooner 
had  they  accomplished  their  freedom  from  the  fetters  of  the  Bo- 
mish  church,  than  they  displayed  their  exuberant  fancy  in  the  va- 
riety of  punishments  which  they  devised  to  repress  popery,  and 
immoralities,  of  every  denomination.  Among  the  first  operations  of 
the  reformed  clergy,  and  their  lay  coadjutdrs,  was  the  establishment 
of  a  general  code  of  laws,  for  punishing  those  who  adhered  to  the 
tenets  of  the  catholic  religion,  or  were  guilty  of  carnal  impurities. 
The  church  session  of  Aberdeen  was  duly  constituted,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1562,  by  the  appointment  of  fourteen  lay  elders  and  seven  dea- 
cons, $  with  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  town  at  their  head,  to  enforce 

A  a  their 


^  Council  R^gister^  yol.  U.  p.  304. 

t  In  157O4  no  fewer  than  fifty  persons  were  banished  from  the  town>  in  one  day,  by  a  sentence 
of  the  magistrates,  being  deleted  by  the  privy  inquest  for  their  crimes  and  demerits;  and  seventy-four 
were  bound  over  for  their  better  behaviour  in  future.  These  were  probably  a  fortieth  part  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  town^-QCtwnctf  Register,  voL  xxvii.  p.  453.]] 

t  Miscellaneoua  Oocunwnces,  p.  139* 

{  They  were  first  named  by  the  congregation,  assembled  in  the  church;  and,  on  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing, their  names  being  publicly  prodaimed,  they  were  confirmed,  as  elders  and  deacons,  for  the 
euauing  year.  The  nomination  took  place  alxmt  the  month  of  October  annually,«-^CA«rcA  Ses^ 
Jt0fi  Begisier,  voL  L^ 
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their  decrees  by  the  exercise  of  his  powers  of  jurisdiction,  over  unfor- 
tunate delinquents,  whether  refractory  or  submissive.  In  order  to 
scrutinize  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  to  watch  them  in  their  un- 
guarded moments,  visitors  were  appointed  for  the  markets,  and  other 
pubUc  places  of  resort ;  and  offenders  were  arraigned  by  them  before 
that  tribunal  for  the  sins  of  incontinence,  and  for  every  trespass  of 
the  tongue.  From  the  many  singular  cases  of  misdemeanour 
which  came  under  the  cognizance  of  the  church  session,  at  their 
hebdomedal  sederunts,  these  visitors  appear  to  have  laboured  most 
zealously  in  their  vocation.  The  session  possessed  unbounded  au- 
thority, being  legislative,  judicative,  and  executive.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, statutes  were  enacted  against  popery,*  adultery,  fornication, 
and  blasphemy ;  with  gradations  of  punishment  suited  to  the  nature  of 
the  offence,  f   Under  the  authority  of  this  tribunal,  these  punishments 

were 


*  On  the  1 3th  May,  1604,  John  Melvill,  painter,  was  accused  before  the  kirk  session  for  paint* 
ing  a  crucifix  to  the  burial  of  the  Lady  Gight.  Having  attended,  he  produced  an  order  in  writing 
from  her  son,  for  executing  the  work,  which  was  the  means  of  fireeing  him  from  punishment. 

We  shall  anticipate  a  little,  in  point  of  chronology,  by  giving  the  following  case :  28th  June, 
l640.«— The  session  having  understood  that  some  captains  and  gentlemen  of  the  regiment  quartered 
in  the  town  had  taken  offence  at  the  portrait  of  the  deceased  Alexander  Reid  of  Pitfbddels,  as  snteUing 
somewhat  of  popery,  and  standing  above  the  session-house  door,  ordained  it  to  be  taken  down,  and 
removed.  N.B, — Mr.  Reid  had  been  provost  of  Aberdeen  in  the  year  1493 ;  and  this  painting  had 
been  placed  there,  as  a  mark  of  regard  to  his  memory,  by  the  citizens. 

t  Among  the  many  statutes  enacted  by  the  Church  Session,  in  Novembtt",  1562,  the  following 
may  be  given  as  a  specimen  :-* 

1. — ^'  That  any  person  who  teaches,  holds,  or  affirms,  any  creature  in  heaven  or  in  mrth  to  be' 
called  upon,  prayed  to,  (help  or  succour,  sought  at,)  pardon  or  remission  of  sins  to  be  obtained  and 
gotten,  but  through  and  by  the  passion  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  death  and  merits,  shall  be  removed, 
cursed,  and  excommunicated  from  the  society  and  company  of  this  congregation,  till  such  person 
shall  ask  forgiveness  of  God  and  the  congregation  openly  on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  church,  in  time  of 
divine  service.  If  the  person  be  potent,  he  shall  pay  20s.  for  the  first  fiiult;  406.  for  the  second; 
and,  for  the  third,  he  is  to  suffer  excommunication.  Eyery  person  tiJcing  the  name  of  God  in  vain, 
swearing  by  creatures,  banning  and  cursing,  to  pay  for  each  fault  an  kardheadX  ^  *^®  poor* 
Swearing  openly  on  the  streets,  if  potent,  to  pay  12d.;  the  poor  to  be  put  in  the  cucksiool,§  or 
goffif.  Open  blasphemers  to  be  put  on  the  cuckstool,  with  a  crown  of  paper  on  the  head,  circum« 
scribed  with  the  nature  of  the  offence ;  and,  after  being  so  punished  thrioe,  to  be  banished  from  the 
town.    All  filthy  talkers  at  the  table  to  be  punished  in  the  same  nuomer. 

2.— «'  Adultery, ' 

i  £<]ual  to  a  ikrthtDg.  $  Pillory. 


ANKALS  OF   ABERDEBN.  179 

were  inflicted  on  delinquents,  by  imprisonment  in  the  noisome  dun- 
geon under  the  vestry  of  the  church ;  confinement  in  the  steeple ; 
flogging  at  a  stake,  both  before  and  after  conviction  ;*  ducking ;  pil- 
lorying ;  and  carting  through  the  streets  of  the  town,  with  a  crown  of 
paper,  circumscribed  with  the  nature  of  the  ofience  ;  scourging,  and 
banishing :  the  mildest  of  all  these  odious  and  multifarious  punish- 
ments being  exposure  in  sackcloth,  on  the  stool  of  repentance,  in  the 
church. f    Nay,  the  session  exercised  its  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  do- 

A  a  2  mestic 


2.F— ''  Advlttry,  whoredom^  said  fornication,  which  are  all  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  having 
been  negligently  overseen,  and  not  regarded,  it  is  ordained,  that  all  bordekrU,  X  notoriooB  and  mani<« 
fost  hai4oUy  and  whores,  be  removed  and  banished  from  the  town.  Item,  nllpanders,  who  are  ]pet^ 
suadera  of  maidens,  or  men's  wives,  to  commit  whoredom,  to  be  banished.  All  other  fornicators  to 
be  forgiven  the  first  fault,  on  asking  forgiveness  of  God  and  the  congregation ;  for  the  second  to  be 
carted  and  ducked  in  the  water;  and  for  the  third  to  be  banished.  Manifest  adulterers  to  be  carted 
tiuroogh  the  tofwn,  and  banished,  (in  regard  the  sessitm  and  magUiraies  have  no  power  to  punish  by 
death,  which  is  the  law.J  Persons  suspected  of  adulteiy  to  be  first  admonished;  and,  if  they  do  not 
forbear  the  company  of  those  with  whom  they  are  suspected,  to  be  punished  as  open  adulterers."-— 
\Church  Session  Register,  voL  L^ 

*  Margaret  Warrack  was  committed  to  the  correction  house,  where  she  was  ordered  to  remain, 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  session,  until  she  confessed  her  sin  of  fornication  with  James  Aberdeen. 
In  the  meantime,  she  was  ordered  to  be  whipped  at  the  stake  on  the  morrow  l^^Records  ^  Church 
Session,  l^h  June,  1640*3 

t  As  specimens  of  the  many  cases  of  delinquency  which  occurred  before  the  church  session, 
and  of  the  punishments  awarded,  we  have  selected  the  following:— 

SIst  January,  1502.— Ehpet  Murray  was  ordered  to  be  carted,  and  banished  from  the  town,  it 
being  sufficiently  proven  that  she  was  a  hordeUer.  William  Christie,  cordwainer,  and  Margaret 
Myrton,  were  ordered  to  suffer  the  same  punishment,  for  being  common  adulterers.  Slst  March« 
1568.-- John  Park,  accused  of  incest  with  his  daughter-in-law,  which  he  denied,  was  ordered  to  be 
confined  in  the  vault  under  the  vestry  of  the  church,  for  48  hours,  and  fed  on  bread  and  water ! 
lK8th  November,  1 602.— Janet  Sherar,  who  had  been  banished  for  harlotry,  having  returned,  was 
ordered  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  vault,  ducked  at  the  cran,^  and  again  ordei^  to  be  banished.  The 
ducking,  however,  to  be  dispensed  with,  on  payment  of  10  merks.  10th  July,  l608.*»Alex.  Bro- 
die,  found  guilty  of  double  adultery,  was  ordered  to  be  carted  through  the  streets,  with  a  crown  of 
paper  on  his  head,  drcumscribed  with  the  nature  of  his  ofience,  and  banished.  24th  July. — Janet 
Strachan,  who  had  been  previously  banished  as  a  notorious  harlot,  was  ordered  to  be  fastened  to  a 
cart,  drawn  through  the  streets,  scourged,  and  publicly  banished !  31st  July. — Janet  Knowles, 
having  no  money  to  pay  her  fine  for  f<H7iication,  was  ordered  to  be  pilloried  in  ihejf^g^s,  with  her 
head  shaven,  and  to  stand  at  the  pillar  of  repentance  on  Sunday  following.  Isobel  Coutts,  accused 
of  fornication  and  trelapse,  was  ordered  to  sit,  three  several  Sundays,  on  the  stool  of  repentance,  to 
be  imprisoned  in  the  kirk  vault,  and  fed  on  bread  and  water,  till  Saturday,  when  she  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  to  the  cross,  put  in  the  joggis,  and  to  have  her  head  shaved. 

}  Kccpcnofbrodids.  $  Ducking  was  inflicted  in  the  tide,  b^  msaiis  of  the  crans  <ni  the  quay. 
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mestic  strife  betwixt  husband  and  wife  ;*  and  over  refractory  appren- 
tices,  of  every  description.  In  order  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  this 
combination  of  offences  and  punishments,  it  was  enacted,  28th  No* 
vember,  1602,  that  all  persons  guilty  of  antenuptial  fornication  shall 
make  their  repentance  on  the  laigh  stool^^  on  Sunday,  besides  being 
subject  to  a  fine,  at  the  discretion  of  the  session,  before  they  were 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  marriage  ceremony.  Young  men  and 
women  dancing  together  at  weddings,  or  at  Christmas,  in  masks,  and 
dressed  in  each  others  clothes,  were  liable  to  be  punished  by  a  fine  for 
the  first  offence ;  and,  for  the  second,  they  were  subjected  to  make  a 
public  repentance,  in  sackcloth,  on  Sunday,  in  the  church.  Even 
lighting  fires  on  the  streets  on  Midsummer-day,  being  considered  aa 
fostering  superstition,  was  an  offence,  which  was  liable  to  be  punished 
at  the  discretion  of  the  session.  X  It  appears  from  the  records,  that 
these  laws  were  not  made,  and  such  severities  attached  to  them,  for 
speculation  only ;  they  were,  like  those  of  the  M edes  and  Persians, 
declared  unalterable,  §  and  enforced,  with  the  utmost  rigour,  for  a 
period  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  years.  To  attempt  an  appeal  from 
the  decrees  of  this  tribunal,  or  to  be  an  accessary  or  abettor  in  such 
case,  was  almost  equal  to  the  offence  itself,  and  punished  accord* 

ingly- 


*  14th  November,  1562.— John  DavidBon,  who  was  oomplatned  of  by  hia  wife  £ot  non-adhe» 
rence,  having  declined  to  attend  the  second  diet  of  appearance,  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
steeple /^^[Ckurch  Session  Register,  voL  L  ii.  iii.]] 

t  In  the  church,  there  was  appropriated  to  ecdesiastical  delinquents  an  elevated  seat,  near  the- 
pulpit,  in  which  they  underwent  the  acrimonious  rebukes  of  the  minister,  after  the  sermon.  Tlu> 
was  called  the  pillar,  or  high  stool  of  repentance.  Under  it  was  another,  less  conspicuous,  for  of- 
fenders, who  were  obliged  to  profess  their  contrition,  and  submit  to  admonition,  which  was  called 
the  laigh  stooi. 

t  Akx.  Rutherford,  provost,  Thomas  Menzies,  baillie,  and  twelve  other  dtisens,  were  deleted. 
before  the  session,  3d  July,  JI6O8,  for  setting  a  fire  on  the  calsey,  on  Midsummer-even,  against  the 
laws  of  the  country,  fostering  thereby  superstition.  Their  answer,  which  was  that  their  childrea 
had  done  it,  seems  to  have  quashed  the  business,  as  nothing  further  appears  to  have  been  done. 

§  14th  October,  l604.*-It  is  ordained,  that  no  acts  or  orcKnances,  made,  or  to  be  made,  by  the 
session,  be  called  in  question,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  time  coming  t  Neither  the  execution  there* 
of,  nor  obedience  thereto,  come  in  voting,  so  long  as  it  stands  unreformed  or  annulled,  by  common 
consent  of  the  session,  by  any  other  act ;  but  that  all  acts  and  statutes  be  keeped  and  observed,  and 
receive  execution^  after  the  form  and  tenor  thereof,  in  all  points. 
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ingly.  *  But,  in  reviewing  this  singular  part  of  our  history,  however 
much  we  may  reflect  upon  those  rigid  laws,  and  the  severities  which 
were  used  in  the  exercise  of  them,  we  are  not  to  attribute  these 
solely  to  the  clergy.  The  whole  proceeded  from  the  people  them- 
selves, or  their  representatives  in  the  church  session ;  for  the  pastor 
was  only  one  of  twenty-two,  who  composed  the  legislative  as- 
sembly, or  formed  the  tribunal  which  applied  these  laws  and  en- 
forced their  execution. 

In  this  aera,  the  capital  punishments  of  hanging,  beheading,  burn- 
ing, or  drowning,  f  were  very  frequent ;  and  even  torture  before  trial 
was  not  uncommon.  For  petty  theft,  returning  from  banishment,  or 
for  repeated  transgressions — ^burning  on  the  cheek,  whipping,  stand- 
ing in  the  branksj  or  in  the  pillory,  crowned  with  paper,  circumscribed 
with  the  nature  of  the  offence,  were  the  arbitrary  punishments,  ge- 
nerally inflicted  on  delinquents.  In  the  period  previous  to  the  Be- 
formation,  the  punishment  for  misdemeanours  was  commonly  of  an 
ecclesiastical  nature.  The  offender  was  ordered  to  appear  in  the  church, 
on  Sunday,  in  his  shirt,  bare-headed  and  bare-footed,  with  a  wax  candle 
in  his  hand,  of  dimensions  suited  to  the  offence,  as  an  offering  to  the 
church ;  at  the  same  time,  he  was  obliged  to  ask  pardon  of  the  magis- 
trates and  the  party  offended,  for  the  injury  which* he  had  committed. 

At  the  close  of  this  sera,  several  ancient  customs  continued  to  pre- 
vail in  the  town.  Young  men  and  women,  interchanging  the  dress 
of  their  sex,  and  disguising  themselves  with  masks  and  bells,  fre- 
quented marriage  entertainments,  where  they  carolled  and  danced ; 

and, 


*  18ih  December  J  1604.^— Andrew  Clark,  advocate  in  Aberdeen,  was  accused  for  b^ving  irre» 
verently,  on  Sunday,  towards  Bishop  Blackburn,  when  admonishing  William  Allan  for  non-adhe- 
rence to  his  wife,  by  making  public  opposition  and  contradiction  to  the  Bishop's  proceedings,  and 
taking  instruments  in  the  hands  of  two  notaries.  Having  confessed  his  offence,  and  submitted  hini« 
self  to  the  session,  it  was  decreed,  ''  that  he  should  appear,  oa  Sunday  next,  in  the  new  churdi ; 
and  there,  in  the  same  place  where  he  offended,  to  sit  down  on  his  knees,  confess  his  offence,  and 
crave  God  and  the  congregation,  and  particularly  the  minister  whom  he  had  offended,  pardon  and 
forgiveness,  promising  never  to  fidl  in  the  like  gross  misbehaviour  in  time  coming."  On  Sunday, 
S3d  December,  he  submitted  to  this  degrading  punishment;  and  Arthur  Watt,  the  notary,  made 
the  same  atonement  for  his  offence*— £i2qfui«r  of  Church  Session,  tol.  ii.] 

t  Register  of  Births  and  Burials,  voL  i»  iL  iiL 
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and,  in  the  same  ludicrous  attire,  intruded  upon  the  inhabitants  at 
Christmas  and  New-year's  day,  carolling  and  dancing,  in  expectation 
of  some  small  gratuity ;  the  citizens  resorted  to  Downiehill  and  Saint 
Fethac's  well,  in  the  parish  of  Nigg,  on  the  nights  of  Saturdays,  in 
the  month  of  May,  and  lighted  fires  on  the  streets  on  Midsummer 
eve ;  and  the  children  at  school  paraded  through  the  town  to  the 
cross,  with  lights  in  their  hands,  on  Candlemas  day.  These  customs 
continued  to  be  practised  by  the  people,  although  they  were  prohi* 
bited  by  the  civil  magistrate,  under  severe  penalties,  and  anathema- 
tised, as  superstitious,  by  the  ecclesiastical  court.  They  prevailed 
even  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  some  of 
them  are  not  yet  in  disuse. 

The  custoin  of  attending  funerals  in  black  clothes  began  to  prevail 
in  Aberdeen  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  funeral  of  Kennedy  of  Carmuck,  constable  of  Aberdeen, 
who  was  buried  in  St.  Nicholas  church,  in  the  year  1591,  it  was  re- 
quisite to  obtain  permission  fVom  the  magistrates  and  council  to  the 
attendants  to  wear  black  clothes  and  arms;  for  which  permission 
L.10  were  paid  to  the  master  of  the  church  and  bridge  works.  The 
place  of  sepulture  of  the  inhabitants,  at  this  period,  was  generally  in 
the  interior  of  the  church,  or  contiguous  aisles :  but  the  practice  of 
using  coffins^  or  chests,  for  the  bodies,  seems  not  to  have  been  uni- 
versal. On  the  funeral  of  any  person  of  respectability  in  the  town, 
there  was  a  degree  of  pomp  displayed  whch  is  unknown  in  the  pre- 
sent times.  It  was  the  custom  to  fix  on  the  walls  of  the  church 
gumphionsy*  arms,  and  black  cloth ;  but  this  was,  in  time,  prohibited, 
by  an  act  of  the  town  coimcil,  except  on  the  funeral  of  a  baron  of 
consideration,  or  of  one  who  had  filled  the  office  of  chief  magistrate 
of  the  town.f  Mortcloths  were  first  introduced  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  seventeenth  century,  one  of  black  velvet,  the  other  of 
black  cloth ;  and  the  fees  established  for  these  make  part  of  the  re- 
venue appropriated  to  the  expence  of  supporting  the  church.  %    The 

company 


*  Mortheads.  t  Council  Blister,  vol  zxxiii.  994h^<--Ch«ch  and  Brid^ 

%  Council  Register^  vol.  zlvii  50S. 
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company  attending  funerals  was  generally  invited  by  the  common 
bellman,  who  passed  through  the  town,  and  was  frequently  accompa- 
nied by  the  bellman  of  Old  Aberdeen,  to  add  to  the  solemnity.  Cer- 
tain appropriate  verses  were  recited  by  the  bellman  on  the  occasion ; 
and  no  grave  was  allowed  to  be  opened  until  he  had  been  previously 
employed.  This  custom  prevailed  for  many  subsequent  years  ;  and 
was  not  completely  in  disuse  till  towards  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

Among  the  many  municipal  laws  established  by  the  magistrates 
during  this  century,  several  regulations  appear  to  have  been  intro- 
duced regarding  the  dress  of  both  sexes.  It  was  enacted,  that  no 
burgess  of  guild  should  appear  in  a  plaid  and  blue  bonnet.  Married 
women  were  prohibited  from  wearing  plaids,  covering  the  head, 
either  at  church  or  market,  or  on  the  streets,  except  they  were  **  har^ 
lots  and  suspected  persons  •^^  and  servant  maids  were  restrained  from  ap- 
pearing in  ruffs,  or  curches  of  lawn  or  cambric,  or  red  hoods,  under 
the  penalty  of  having  them  torn  off,  and  trampled  in  the  kenneL 

The  dress,  however,  of  a  burgess  of  guild  of  any  consideration  ap- 
pears to  have  been  costly,  and  even  magnificent,  in  comparison  to 
that  of  the  present  times.  Among  the  articles  of  wearing  apparel 
which  occur  in  the  year  1582,  there  may  be  mentioned,  the  cloak  of 
fine  silk,  with  black  lining,  and  silver  clasps ;  a  velvet  bonnet,  with 
a  crans  of  gold,  and  tergat  of  gold ;  brown  staming  breeks,  pesmantit 
with  gold ;  staming  schanks ;  garters  Of  grey  taffety,  with  pesmantis  of 
gold ;  a  casakine  of  damask,  with  pesmantis  of  silver,  and  long  buttons 
of  the  same ;  a  gown,  of  violet  staming,  lined  in  the  breast  with 
serge,  and  bounden  with  velvet  round  about ;  a  French  black  cloak, 
lined  with  satin  in  the  breasts, .  and  bordered  with  six  broad  edgings 
ctf  velvet  round  about :  a  doublet  of  Lyons  canvas-* 

The  dress  of  a  lady  was  still  the  j*uff,  curche,  red  hude,  kirtle, 
and  farthingal ;  her  ornaments  of  dress  being  of  silver.  The  dress  of 
the  ordinary  class  of  men  was  the  sarky  doublet^  coat,  hose,  gown, 

cloak, 


•  Council  Register^  voL  xaoc  p.  180. 
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cloak,  shoes,  and  pantunis ;  and  of  the  women,  the  red  kirtillf  and 
russet  gown. 

Among  the  articles  of  furniture,  we  find  sheets  of  linen,  and 
head  sheets,  tied  with  black  ribbons ;  beds  of  fine  downs,  double 
blankets,  lang  sadel  bed,  danskyne  chests^  chairs,  table,  trests,  and 
chandeliers.  The  swoi:d  and  buckler,  and  muriconn^  were  part  of 
the  armour  of  a  burgess  of  guild. 

In  the  course  of  this  aera,  the  poverty  of  the  princes,  and  the  li- 
mited resources  of  the  kingdom,  still  exposed  the  citizens  to  heavy 
contributions  for  the  exigencies  of  the  state.  The  sums  levied  by 
assessment  on  the  inhabitants,  from  time  to  time,  for  exemptions 
from  military  services,  for  municipal  charges,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
sovereign,  were  very  considerable,  besides  the  value  of  the  numerous 
presents  made  to  the  royal  family,  in  wine,  and  other  articles,  under 
the  denomination  of  propines.  Commerce,  therefore,  must  have 
been  the  only  means  of  enabling  the  citizens  to  support  the  burden 
of  such  repeated  exactions. 

The  exports  appear  to  have  been  nearly  of  the  same  description 
with  those  in  the  preceding  aeras,  although,  perhaps,  to  a  much 
greater  extent.  The  imports  were  chiefly  of  the  same  nature  with 
what  have  been  previously  mentioned ;  but  these  also  had  probably 
been  upon  a  larger  scale.  Since  the  Beformation,  the  people  had 
been  more  industrious,  made  greater  e:Kertions  in  trade,  and  be- 
come more  affluent ;  and  their  wants  and  luxuries  had  accordingly 
increased. 

Some  indications  of  manufactures  in  the  town  appear  in  the  end 
of  this  century.  Michael  Wandail,  a  Fleming,  was  permitted,  by 
the  magistrates  and  council,  to  exercise  his  occupation  as  a  manu- 
facturer of  grograms,  worsets,  and  stamings,  without  any  impedi- 
ment from  the  weaver  corporation,  on  condition  of  taking  into  his 
employment  an  apprentice,  and  instructing  him  in  weaving  and 
dying  these  sorts  of  cloth.  *    In  the  year  1612,  we  find  that  Fabian 

Fanton 


«  Council  Register^  vol  zxxvii.  p.  106. 
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Fanton  and  Antonie  Sainboya,  two  foreigners,  were  permitted  by  the 
magistrates  to  exercise  their  trade  of  making  heckles,  and  traps  for 
taking  rats  and  mice. 

The  coinage  in  circulation  was  gold,  silver,  and  billon,  or  copper 
coin  ;  the  whole,  except  the  last,  being  chiefly  foreign.  This  will  be 
best  explained  by  the  table  in  the  note,  with  its  corresponding  value 
in  ancient  Scottish  money,*  as  sanctioned  by  an  act  of  the  town 
council,!  in  conformity  to  the  established  authority. 

The  last  years  of  the  sixteenth  century  being  remarkable  for 
an  fmcommon  scarcity  and  dearth  in  the  country,  owing  to  bad 
seasons,  and  other  unfavourable  circumstances,  the  inhabitants  ex- 
perienced considerable  privations  and  distresses,  in  common  with 
those  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom;  and  it  would  seem  that,  in 
many  places,  these  distresses  had  approached  to  famine.  In  the  year 
1596,  the  magistrates  imported  a  supply  to  the  town  of  rye  and  rye- 
meal  ;  of  the  former  three  hundred  eighteen  and  three-fourth  bolls, 
at  the  rate  of  L.8  the  boll ;  of  the  latter,  twenty-five  lasts,  J  three  bar- 
rels, at  the  price  of  L.7  the  boll ;  which  amounted  in  value  to  the 
sum  of  L.5719.    About  the  same  time,  they  purchased,  for  the  Uke 

B  b  purpose 


*  Table  of  Coixiage  current  in  Aberdeen  in  A.D.  1590. 

^ 

OOLD. 

SILVER. 

The  Spaniah  Pistolet      - 

.     £^     4 

8 

The  Spanish  Ryal 

-     £^    5 

0 

French  Crown 

S    6 

8 

Cross  Dollar 

2     4 

8 

Hary  Ducat           -        -        • 

7    5 

0 

Prince  Dollar 

2  13 

4 

Cunhoil  Angel 

5     2 

0 

Fifteen  Sous  Piece 

0  15 

6 

Angel  Noble 

5     5 

0 

French  Festeen     • 

0  15 

0 

Double  Ducat 

7    t 

6 

English  Festeen    - 

0  10 

0 

Genlis  Noble         «        • 

7  17 

4 

Old  30s.  Piece 

2  13 

4 

Hary  Noble       -  . 

7    S 

4 

Two  Part  Piece  thereof 

1   15 

6 

Old  Rose  Noble    .        . 

8    0 

0 

Third  Part  thereof 

0  17 

9 

Portugal  Ducat     - 

•      37    S 

6 

New  208.  Piece     - 

2     0 

0 

Scottish  Rose  Noble 

8     5 

0 

SQs.  Piece     .        -        . 

1     6 

8 

Hatt  Piece    .... 

4  IS 

8 

Old  10s.  Piece 

0  13 

S 

Lyon  Piece 

5     4 

4 

New  10s.  Piece     - 

0  10 

8 

Five  Round  Piece 

5    6 

8 

Half  Merk  Piece   - 

0     7 

0 

Rc^isteTj 


i  A  last  of  rye  was  18,  and  sometimes  19  bolls. 
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purpose,  four  thousand  bcdh  of  meal^  at  the  rate  oi  "LA  the  boll ;  ^ 
but  from  what  places  these  suppMes  were  obtamed  we  have  not  been 
able  to  discover.  Corn  appears  to  have  continued  equally  scarce  and 
dear  during  several  years  ;  for  we  find,  that,  in  the  year  1 598,  wheat 
was  at  the  rate  of  L.10  the  boll ;  and,'in  the  year  1600,  meal  at  the 
price  of  L.8  the  boll.  In  these  times,  the  prices  of  all  other  provi-^ 
sions  and  necessaries  were  proportionally  high. 

At  the  close  of  the  present  aera,  the  population  oS  Aberdeen  may 
be  collected  pretty  nearly  from  the  register  of  marriages,  baptisms, 
and  burials,  which  commences  soon  after  the  Reformation.  This  re- 
gister was  established  under  the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  and  was 
kept  with  some  degree  of  method  and  apparent  correctness  till  the 
year  1 592 ;  but  after  this  period  we  have  to  remark,  that  the  same 
accuracy  and  attention  have  not  been  observed  in  bringing  forward  a 
record  of  so  much  importance,  both  in  a.  public  and  private  point  of 
view.  Had  the  system  with  which  the  register  sets  out  been  care- 
fully and  strictly  observed,  down  to  the  present  period,,  it  would  have 
afforded  most  valuable  information,  not  only  to  political  writers,  but 
to  ourselves,  regarding  our  ancestors,  and  their  various  connections 
and  occupations  in  life.  Meagre  as  this  record  happens  to  be,  it  has 
contributed  its  ample  share  of  information  to  our  present  work. 

By  the  annexed  table,  which  has  been  made  up  from  this  regis- 
ter, it  will  appear,  that,  for  the  ten  years  previous  to  the  year  1582, 
the  annual  average  of  marriages  was  50.5 ;  of  births,  68.7  males,  69.9 
females,  and  25.S  illegitimate  children— »tbe  total  annual  average  of 
legitimate  and  illegitimate  chHdren  being  163.8 ;  and  that  the  annual 
average  of  deaths  was  74.8.  Assuming,  therefore,  the  average  of 
births  as  the  35.  part  of  the  whole  population,  according  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  Dr.  Price's  work,  we  may  be  allowed  to  esti- 
mate the  whole,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1581,  to  have  been  58S3. 
For  the  subsequent  decade,  to  the  year  1593,  the  averi^  of  the 
whole  births  is  208.6,  which,  according  to  the  same  principles^  would 
make  the  population  then  to  have  been  7301.    From  the  year  1603 

to 
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to  the  year  1615,  both  inclusive,  the  annual  average  of  births  is,  of 
males,  122.07 — of  females,  100.923 — and  the  total,  223.;  which,  by 
the  same  rule,  would  make  the  whole  population  to  have  been,  at 
this  last  period,  7805.  We  may,  therefore,  estimate  it,  in  the  year 
1633,  to  have  been  8000  persons,  of  all  ages.  .  In  confirmation  of 
this,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that,  in  the  year  1619,  when  the  citi- 
zens were  mustered  at  the  annual  weaponshaw,  there  were  550* 
fit  to  bear  arms,  besides  some  who  happened  to  be  absent  on  that 
occasion. 

^t  the  dawn  of  the  Reformation,  the  population  has  been  ascer- 
tained to  have  been  only  about  4000  persons ;  so  that,  in  the  space 
of  seventy  years,  it  woidd  appear  to  have  been  doubled.  This,  in 
some  measure,  may  be  attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  the  pesti- 
lence having  seldom,  or  perhaps  never,  infested  the  town  during  this 
period ;  and  to  the  long  peace  and  tranquillity  which  prevailed  in 
the  nation  after  King  James  had  ascended  the  throne  of  England. 

The  prevailing  simames  in  Aberdeen,  during  this  aera,  were  : — 
Alexander,  Anderson,  Bannerman,  Brebner,  Buck,  Burnett,  Chalmers, 
Cheyne^  Cochran,  Colinson,  Cmickshank,  CuUen,  Davidson,  Dun, 
Duvy,  Endiach,  Ewen,  Farquhar,  Forbes,  Gordon,  Gray,  Guild,  How- 
ison,  Irvine,  Jafiray,  Johnston,  Kennedy,  King,  Kintore,  Knowles, 
Laing,  Leslie,  Lorimer,  Lowson,  Lumsden,  Marr,  Menzies,  Mercer, 
Meldrum,  Middleton,  Moir,  Mollison,  Morrison,  Mortimer,  Nicolson, 
Park,  Fetrie,  Holland,  Bonaldson,  Butherfordi  Scherar,  Seton,  Skene, 
Strachan,  Tullidef. 
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TABLE  OF  MARRIAGES,  BIRTHS,  AND  BURIALS,  IN  ABERDEEN, 

From  the  Tear  1572  to  1615,  inchuive. 


VCAR 

WAnniAfiicB 

BIRTHS. 

ILLEOITIIIATE 

BURIALS. 

» 

z  M»tkn» 

BK  A  nm  auas* 

Males. 

Females, 

Total. 

CHILDREN. 

1572 

37 

35 

45 

80  . 

35 

72 

1573 

32 

32 

40 

72*- 

36 

s* 

1574 

85 

57 

70 

127 

84 

74 

1575 

58 

42 

64 

106 

10 

107 

1576 

48 

76 

98 

174 

28 

59 

1577 

52 

99 

81 

180 

23 

62 

1578 

34 

75 

80 

155 

25 

78 

1579 

55 

90 

72 

162   . 

12 

40 

1580 

58 

90 

78 

168 

29 

9* 

1581 

46 

91 

71 

162 

20 

78 

£05 

687 

699 

1386 

252 

748 

Average 

50.5 

67.7 

69.9 

138.6 

25.2 

74.8 

YEAR. 

. 

1«62 

62 

S3 

79 

162 

21 

82 

1583 

43 

111 

75 

186 

25 

69 

1584 

46 

99 

74 

173 

15 

59 

1585 

44 

89 

97 

186 

32 

74 

1586 

58 

80 

9S 

173 

26 

59 

1587 

50 

97 

96 

193 

28 

82 

1588 

72 

109 

83 

192 

23 

99 

1589 

5S 

89 

86 

175 

23 

125 

1590 

66 

93 

94 

187 

40 

67 

1591 

59 

102 

86 

188 

38 

80 

55S 

952 

863 

1815 

271 

796  . 

Average 

55.S 

95.2 

86,3 

181.5 

27.1 

"  79.6 

YEAR. 

• 

• 

1605 

. 

104 

93 

197 

1604 

110 

77 

187 

1605 

— 

105 

84 

189 

1606 

95 

104 

199 

1607 

97 

101 

198 

I6O8 

130 

94 

224 

1609 

150 

96 

246 

- 

1610 

120 

125 

245 

1611 

115 

130 

245 

1612 

150 

102 

252 

1613 

• 

145 

105 

250 

1614 

131 

105 

236 

1615 

135 

96 

231 

1587 

1312 

2899 

Average 

122.07 

100.923 

223. 
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TABLE  OF  CONTBIBVTIONS  BY  ABEBDEEN  TO  GOVEBNMENTj 

Fbom  A«D.  1559  TO  A.D.  1633. 


SCOTTISH  MONEY. 

Ancient.  Modem. 

1562    To  Queen  Mary,  propine  presented  to  her  Majesty       •        L.13S3    6    8    L.3693    6 .  0 
1565     ...  the  King  and  Queen,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  as* 

sembled  in  Lom>  under  John,  Earl  of  Athol,  to  repress 

the  rebels  at  Dumfries  ^  - 

1570    ...  town's  proportion  of  L.12,000,  raised  from  the  whole 

kuogdom    •-■>«• 
1574    •••  the  Earl  of  Morton,  contribution  levied  from  the  com« 

munity  ...» 

I     ■       ...  charge  for  importing  bullion  ,       •  - 

1579    For  the  town's  proportion  of  10,000  merks,  for  the  charge  of 

repairing  the  Bridge  of  St.  Johnston,  cnrdered  by  Far* 

liament  .  .  • 

■■  "  I    Da  of  Charges  of  the  Army  at  Peebles  ■ 

1530    To  King  James  VI.  on  visiting  the  town  - 

1583    For  the  town's  proportion  of  L.200,000,  granted  by  Parlia* 

ment  for  the  King^s  supplies,  and  payment  of  his  debts 
1585     ...  the  town's  proportion  of  L.200,000,  on  the  whole  king« 

dom,  for  charges  of  the  army  against  Lord  Maxwell       - 
1590     ...  the  charge  of  a  ship  for  convoy  of  the  King  and  Queen 

from  Denmark  •  «.  « 

1592    To  the  Captain  of  the  King's  Guard,  for  dispensing  with  the 

dtiaens'  attendance  on  his  Majesty,   in  his  progress 

northward  -  «  • 

1594    For  the  town's  proportion  of  L.100,000,  granted  to  his  Ma« 
jesty  by  Parliament 
Do.  of  L«SO,000,  for  two  months  assessment  on  the  bo« 

Toughs,  for  charges  of  the  Army  in  Aberdeen,  against  the 

rebels  of  the  north  .  •  . 

To  the  Duke  of  Lennox,  Lieutenant  of  the  north      « 
1597    For  the  town's  proportion  of  200,000  merks,  granted  by 

Parliament  to  the  King,  for  the  charges  of  ambassadors 

to  foreign  countries  -  .  1777  15    4        2666  13    0 

1600    To  the  King,  on  his  being  in  town,  and  for  charges  attend* 

ing  his  visit  .  .  . 

For  charges  of  entertaining  the  Queen,  on  her  visit 

...  the  town's  proportion  of  100,000  merks,  granted  by 

Parliament  for  the  charges  of  ambassadors  to  foreign 

countries  »  •  « 

Carried  forward  «       L.^04^2    6    8  L.34J91  15  10 


300 

0 

0 

831 

0 

0 

190 

0 

0 

380 

0 

0 

2666  13 

4 

5760 

0 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

2160 

0 

0 

125 

5 

0 

270  10  10 

201 

10 

0 

435 

4 

10 

2000 

0 

0 

•  3280 

0- 

0 

372 

6 

0 

.  558 

9 

0 

372 

6 

0 

55S 

9 

0 

1600 

0 

0 

2400 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

1388 

6 

8 

2082  10 

0 

1600 

0 

0 

2400 

0 

0 

206 

0 

0 

309 

0 

0 

2366  13 

4 

2840  0 

0 

1833  6 

8 

2200  0 

0 

888  17 

8 

1366  13 

2 
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SCOTTISH  ICONBT. 

Brought  forward  -  L.204S2    6    8 

1604    To  the  town's  proportion  of  the  charges  of  commisaioners  appointed  to  treat 

concerning  the  Union  wtth  England  •  «  866  18  10| 

1606  Da  of  the  sum  of  400^000  merka,  granted  by  the  Parliament  to  the  King^ 

for  payment  of  his  debts^  and  repairing  hii  palaces,  latpart                «  898  17  9 

1607  Do.  of  charges  of  commissioners  for  the  boroughs  del^^ted  to  England  80  0  0 
1615  To  the  King,  in  Ijeu  of  service  in  the  army  sent  against  the  Isles  «  373  6  8 
— -«     ...  the  town's  proportion  of  the  first  moiety  of  L.S40,000>  granted  by  Par« 

liamenty  for  the  charges  attending  the  marriage  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth        800    0    0 

1617  Da  of  300,000  merks,  granted  by  Parliament  to  his  Majesty,  for  his  house- 

hold ezpences  during  his  residence  in  Scothmd         -  .  1333  13    4 

1618  Do.  of  L.4000,  imposed  on  the  boroughs,  for  cfaaiges  of  commissioners  for 

plantation  of  churches  -  -  •  '  500  0  0 
l62ie    Do.  of  L.400,000,  granted  by  Parliament,  for  obtaining  relief  to  those  m)£m 

fering  for  the  Gospel            .                   •                   «                   «  i$$$  15  n 

1626    Do.  the  King,  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council           •  5800  0    0 

L.32408  17    Hi 


TABLE  OF  ASSESSMENTS  ON  THE  CITIZENS^ 

For  the  Stipends  of  the  Mimrters^  and  fir  the  mipperi  of  the  Poor  of  the  Tavm^  ly  order  of 

Head  Cowrtsi 

Fbom  A.D»  1592  TO  A.D.  \&tQ. 


1592    To  Mr.  Robert  Howie  and  Ifr.  FiBterBladkbarn^minisfeers  of  the  town       ■> 
1594    ••.  Mr.  Peler  Blackburn,  minister  »  »  » 

— —     ...  For  the  support  of  the  poor        •  •  . 

1611    •••  Mr.  John  M^Bimie,  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  town,  for  support  of  \aB 

fiunily,  after  his  deadi  •  •  . 

1616    ...  Mr.  William  Forbes,  one  of  the  mhasltts  of  Ae  Unm,  jeeAj,  by  order  of 

the  head  oourt  •  •  - 

1621    For  the  soppoit  of  the  poor,  assessed  on  the  inhabilaats  by  the  head  court 
1625     ...  the  ministers'  stipends  •  »  • 

1627  •..  Dr.  Forbes^  stipend  .i  »  « 
■••— •    ...  tibepoer                       -                     -                      •  • 

1628  ...  the  ministers  of  the  town,  by  €vd«r  of  the  head  eoart  «■ 

lf29    ...  Dr.  WiHiam  Forbes,  for  stipend  •.  p  b 

..,  Mr.  James  Ross,  minister,  fir  stipend  »  •» 


£•      9. 

d 

266  13 

4 

100  0 

0 

200  0 

0 

065  1^ 

4 

600  0 

0 

1000  0 

0 

500  0 

0 

800  0 

0 

466  IS 

4 

1055  6 

8 

exio   0 

0 

800  0 

0 

L.7252  6 

8 

TABLE 
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TABLE  OF  PRICES 

OF  SUNDRY  ARTICLES  OF  PROVISIONS,  AND  OTHER  COMMODITIES,  ifv, 

IN  ABBRDBBir, 

At  different  periodfl»  fifom  AlD.  1559  to  A.D.  1633,  in  Ancient  and  Modern  Scottish  Money. 


1562  Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  H  ounces 
Loaf  of  rycp  weighing  l6  ouncfs 
Pint  of  ale  -  ■ 
Boll  of  meal                        -    „ 
Boll  of  bear 

Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  18  ^mnoea 
Do.         do.  12  ounces 

Loaf  €i  rye,  weighiiig  16  ounces 
Pint  of  ale  -  • 

1563  Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  18  ounces 
Da  da  9  ounces 
Pint  of  ale 

Best  double-soled  shoes,  for  men 
Do*  sii^gla-aoled  •  « 

Women's  double-soled  da 
Da        single-soled  da  - 

Best  mutton  bouk  « 

Second  sort  *  » 

1570    Scottish  pint  of  wine  '    • 

1576      Da  da  . 

1580  Admission  dues  of  a  Burgess  of  Guild 

1581  Boll  of  wheat,  with  one  peck  to  the  boll 
1593    GaUon  of  beer 

A  gdlon  of  ale  -  « 

*h(m£,  weighing  8  ounces  « 

Stone  of  candle,  « 

Stone  of  tallow,  l61bs. 
Admission  dues  of  a  Buigess  of  Gufld 
1 596    Loaf  of  wheat  flour,  weighing  12  ounces 
Boll  of  malt 

Boll  of  rye  «  • 

Boll  of  meal  « 

Boll  of  oats  •  M 

Price  of  boots  « 

Shoes,  W  pair,  singl^soled  m 

Do.        da     double-soled       • 
Boll  of  wheat  «  1 


SCOTTISH 

MONET. 

AnciaU, 

Ifocfent. 

L.0 

a 

4 

a 

0  l\ 

0 

a 

4 

0 

0  11 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1     2 

8 

0 

0 

5r  la  lo 

1 

16 

0 

4  1»    & 

0 

0 

6 

0 

1     4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0  11 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0  11 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0  11 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0  11 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0     5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

JO  11 

0 

3 

4 

0 

9    8 

0 

2 

8 

0 

7    4 

0 

2 

6 

0 

6  11 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5    6 

0 

10 

0 

1 

7     8 

0 

8 

0 

1 

2     2 

0 

1 

8 

0 

3     4 

0 

2 

8 

0 

5  10 

20 

0 

0 

32 

16    0 

5 

3 

4 

7 

9  10 

0 

6 

0 

0 

9    0 

0 

5 

4 

0 

8     0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0    3 

0 

2 

6 

0 

3    9 

1 

4 

0 

1 

16    0 

40 

0 

0 

60 

0    0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

1    0 

9 

6 

8 

14 

0    0 

8 

0 

0 

12 

0    0 

7 

0 

0 

10 

10    0 

4 

0 

0 

6 

0    0 

2 

6 

8 

4 

0    0 

0 

7 

0 

0  10     6 

0 

12 

0 

0 

18     0 

8 

0 

0 

12 

0     0 

'^>' 
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159s    Boll  of  wheat,  raw  . 

Boll  of  wheat,  dry  « 

Boll  of  bear,  with  a  peck  to  the  boll 
Boll  of  meal  • 

1600    Boll  of  meal  •  ■ 

1606    Boll  of  coals  m 

Bourdeaux  wine,  the  pint  m 

160s    French  wine,  the  pint  « 

Boll  of  bear  •  . 

1614  Boll  of  wheat  » 

1615  Boll  of  bear 

Boll  of  wheat  » 

1616  Boll  of  meal  -  i 

1617  Admiasion  duea  of  a  Burgess  of  Guild 
16S9       T>o.  do. 


SCOTTISH 

HONIY. 

Ancient* 

Modern* 

S.9    0 

0 

10    8 

0 

10    0 

0 

12    0 

0 

6  15 

4 

8    0 

0                              1 

6  IS 

4 

8     0 

0                             ' 

8    0 

0 

9  12 

a 

1     4» 

0 

0    9 

8 

0  10 

0 

- 

8    0 

0 

5    6 

8 

9    8 

0 

10    0 

0 

i 

8     0 

0 

66  18    4 
183    6    8 


•%»»»^^fc^>^>i»»^»» 


^.  Aw/n  the  year  1601;  Jnaem  md  Itodem  Scottiih  Muuy  were  oioirf  eq/ui  m  vabie. 


CHAPTER 


▲NKALS  OF   ABERDEEN. 


193 


CHAPTER    V. 


SECTION  I. 

Commencement  of  the  Civil  Wars — Proceedings  of  the  Covenanters  at 
Aberdeen— Operations  of  their  Armies^-^Montrose^  victories — He 
sacks  Aberdeen-'^  The  Marquis  of  Huntly^— Distresses  of  the  citizens 
during  the  war-— 'Arrival  of  Charles  II. — of  the  English  Army—^De- 
puties  sent  to  the  English  Commissioners  at  Dalkeith — James  VII. 
^^—Revoluiionr^-'Various  other  matters  at  Aberdeen-^MisceUaneous 

0 

Occurrences. 

From  A.D.  IGSS  to  A.D.  1707- 

After  King  Charles  had  returned  to  England,  there  sprung  up,  a.d.  i633. 
among  the  people  of  Scotland,  those  discontents  and  commotions, 
which  were  chiefly  occasioned  by  attempts  to  introduce  certain 
forms  and  ceremonies  into  the  church,  under  the  royal  authority. 
These,  joined  to  the  struggle  betwixt  episcopacy  and  presbytery, 
involved  the  nation  in  anarchy  and  disorder,  which  led  to  a  civil  war, 
to  the  destruction  of  the  king,  and  to  the  subversion  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

During  the  minority  of  King  James,  those  lands  and  revenues 
which  had  belonged  to  the  church  were  appropriated  to  certain 
powerful  barons,  who  had  supported  him  in  the  early  part  of  his 
reign.  But,  as  this  patrimony  had  originally  flowed  from  the  libera- 
lity of  the  crown,  it  ought,  upon  every  principle  of  law  and  justice, 
to  have  reverted  to  the  king,  when  it  became  vacant,  at  the  aera  of  the 
Befofmation.  Accordingly,  after  King  James  had  been  firmly  esta- 
blished upon  the  throne,  and  had  attained  the  age  of  majority,  these 
church  lands,  then  possessed  by  the  impropriators,  or  lords  of  erection^ 
as  they  were  denominated,  were  annexed  to  the  crown ;  and  an  act 
was  passedi  revoking  all  grants  which  had  been  made,  in  prejudice 

c  c  thereof, 
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A.D.  1633.  thereof,  during  the  king's  minority.*  This  act,  however,  was 
never  enforced ;  and  the  nobles  were  allowed  to  retain  the  posses- 
sions which  they  had  thus  acquired. 

These  impropriators  exercised  their  rights  over  these  lands  and 
possessions  in  a  manner  which  was  considered  as  extremely  oppres*- 
sive  to  the  vassals  under  them,  particularly  in  the  arbitrary  way  of 
collecting  and  gathering  the  tithes.  They  would  not  even  allow  a 
competent  or  fixed  stipend  to  the  clergy  out  of  the  tithes  which  they 
had  appropriated  to  themaelves ;  but  kept  them  in  poverty,  and  de^ 
pendent  on  theu:  pleasure.  In  order  to  remedy  these  grievances, 
Charles  passed  an  act,  revoking  all  alienations,  which  had  been  made 
by  himself  or  his  predecessors,  of  the  lands  or  other  patrimcmies  of 
the  crown,  and  particularly  of  impropriated  tithes  and  benefices ; 
but  he  was  not  possessed  of  sufficient  resolution  to  carry  this  act  into 
execution.  At  the  same  time,  however,  a  commission  was  passed, 
under  the  great  seal,  appointing  a  certain  number  of  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  who  were  chiefly  and  immediately  interested  in  these 
matters,  as  commissioners,  for  surrendering  the  feudal  superiorities^ 
and  the  impropriated  tithes  and  benefices,  to  the  king,  on  certain 
conditions  ;  for  affording  relief  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lands^  and 
for  settling  a  suitable  and  fixed  provision  upon  the  clergy.  The 
proceedings  which  followed  upon  the  commission,  under  the  autho* 
rity  of  Charles, f  were  considered  to  be  judicious,  and  the  decrees 
arbitral  which  he  pronounced  met  with  considerable  applause,  aa 
being  beneficial  to  the  landholders,  to  the  clergy,  and  even  to  the 
crown.  The  nobles,  however,  finding  by  these  acts  that  their  in- 
fluence was  greatly  diminished,  were  discontented,  and  repined  at  the 
power  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  ecclesiastics,  many  of  whom 
now  enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  king,  and  the  highest  offices  under 
the  crown. 

Charles,  naturally  superstitious,  was  attached  to  the  clergy ;  but 
he  had  been  able  to  acquire  the  confidence  of  only  the  higher  ranks 

among 


*  Aets  of  Pariiameat,  vol.  il  p.  431. 439- 

t  Acts  of  Piurliament^  Charles  L  c  9««--SubiziM8nms,  &c.  498.  et  seq. 
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Among  them.  The  ministers,  in  general,  were  equally  hostile  with  A.D.  1635. 
the  nobility  to  the  measures  of  the  court,  and  to  episcopal  authority, 
which  they  considered  as  tyranny  and  an  usurpation ;  and  regarded 
equality  among  ecclesiastics  to  be  a  divine  privilege,  which  no  human 
law  could  alter  or  infringe*  The  prelates  had  obtained  great  influ- 
ence in  the  state,  and,  by  their  means,  the  jurisdiction  of  presbyte* 
ries,  synods,  and  other  subordinate  courts,  had  been,  in  a  manner, 
abolished ;  and  the  General  Assembly*  itself  had  not  been  summoned 
for  several  years.  A  new  oath  was  arbitrarily  imposed  upon  candidates 
for  the  ministerial  office,  by  which  they  swore  to  observe  the  articles  of 
Perth,!  and  to  submit  to  the  liturgy  and  canons  of  the  church. 

T\ie  book  of  canons  for  establishing  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  i6S5. 
had  now  been  confirmed  by  the  king ;  and  the  liturgy,  which,  with  a 
few  alterations,  was  almost  a  transcript  from  that  of  England,  had 
been  imposed  on  Scotland  by  royal  authority.  It  had  been  intra* 
duced  into  some  of  the  churches  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  places, 
particularly  in  Aberdeen,  where  it  was  observed  in  Saint  Nicholas 
church,  and  regarded  as  a  proper  form  of  public  worship.:]:  In  Edin- 
burgh, few  indications  of  popular  discohtent  appeared  for  some 
time,  although  the  English  service  was  well  known  in  that  place,  and 
had  been  used  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  in  the  chapel  royal  of 
Holyroodhouse,  which  was  then  the  parish  church  of  the  Canongate. 

c  c  2  Commotions, 


*  The  General  Assembly  met  at  Aberdeen  on  the  ISth  August,  I6l6,  the  Earl  of  Montrose 
being  the  Lord  High  Commissioner.  It  was  diiefiy  oecupied  regarding  the  suppression  of  popery, 
and  had  been  called  by  the  king's  letter^Gwnctf  Register,  voL  xlviL  p.  659.  668.J 

t  The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  articles  proposed  by  King  JameSy  and  established  by 
the  General  Assembly,  which  met  at  Perth  in  August,  16I8  >^ 

''  1.  That  the  eucharist  should  be  received  m  a  kneeling  posture.  S.  That  it  should  be  adminis^ 
tered  in  private,  in  extreme  sickness,  according  to  the  order  prescribed  by  the  church.  3.  That 
baptism  ahould  be  administered  on  the  Sunday  immediately  following  the  birth ;  in  private,  if  ne« 
<9essaxy.  4»  That  episcopal  oonfirmAtion  should  be  bestowed  on  youth.  5.  That  the  descent  of  the 
%urit,  the  birth,  passion,  resurrection,  and  ascension  of  Christ,  and  the  mission  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
ahould  be  commemorated,  as  annual  festivals  in  the  church."— £Lt/e  of  John  Forbes  of  Corse,  Pro^ 
Jessor  qfJDimttUjf,  King's  College,  pr^ed  to  his  Works,  p.  11.] 

t  The  book  of  canons  waa  printed  at  Abei^deen,  in  the  year  16S6,  by  Edward  Raban;  and,  10 
llSft5,  he  printed  the  fbim  of  prayer  for  tiie  dnixdi,  with  the  paalms,  set  to  music,  which  continued 
to  be  used  while  epiacopacy  pitvailfld. 
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A.D.  16S7.  Commotions,  however,  among  the  people  are  easily  excited  by  any 
alarm*  Being  under  the  influence  of  the  nobility  and  the  clergy,  they 
were  firmly  persuaded  that  these  religious  innovations  were  prepara- 
tory to  the  introduction  of  popery ;  and,  a  panic  feax  being  raised, 
popular  tumults  and  disorders  broke  out,  in  the  most  violent  manner, 
among  the  lower  ranks  in  Edinburgh^  on  an  attempt  being  made  to 
introduce  the  service  into  the  cathedral  church  of  St  Giles. 

16S8.  Charles,  being  unacquainted  with  the  genius  of  the  people  in  Scot- 
land, continued  inflexible  in  his  intentions  of  imposing  that  form  of  wor- 
ship upon  them :  their  prejudices,  therefore,  increased  daily  more  and 
more,  and  a  combination  of  almost  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom 
was,  in  a  short  time,  formed,  to  counteract  his  measures.  To  this  com- 
bination the  king  had  nothing  to  oppose  but  a  proclamation,  which  was 
very  little  regarded,  and  wherever  it  was  published  it  was  encoun- 
tered with  a  public  protestation.  Meanwhile,  men  of  all  ranks  united 
together ;  and,  that  a  regular  system  for  their  operations  might  be 
established,  as  well  as  to  prevent  irregularities,  four  tables,  as  they 
were  called,  were  formed  at  Edinburgh.  One  of  them  consisted  of 
the  nobility,  another  of  the  gentry,  and  the  other  two  of  ministers 
and  of  burgesses  respectively.  From  each  of  these  ttdfks,  certain 
commissioners  were  appointed,  who  formed  a  general  tabk,  which  re- 
vised their  proceedings,  and  carried  their  acts  and  orders  into  exe- 
cution. Among  the  first  productions  of  the  tables,  was  the  celebrated 
'  Covenant.* 

The 


*  '^  The  origin  of  the  covenant  may  he  traced  to  the  beginning  of  the  Refonnation,  when  the 
Lords  of  the  ccmgregation^  by  their  bond  or  covenant,  first  undertook  the  protection  of  the  infant 
church.  In  the  progress  of  the  Reformation^  it  was  twice  renewed ;  but,  on  its  establishment,  ne- 
glected. During  the  admii^stration  of  Arran,  a  negative  confession  of  faidi,  which  enumerated  and 
renounced  the  corruptions  of  the  Romish  see,  was  framed,  to  obviate  the  imputations  of  popery, 
and,  from  the  example  of  their  sovereign,  subscribed  by  his  household,  and  his  whole  subjects ;  re» 
vived  on  the  approach  of  the  Spanish  ambassador ;  and  confirmed  by  a  bond  for  the  preservation  ot 
religion,  the  protection  of  his  person,  and  their  own  defence.  The  name  was  adopted  from  the  fre- 
quent covenants  of  Israel  with  God :  the  nature  of  the  obligation  was  derived  from  the  bonds  of 
mutual  defence  and  maintenance  peculiar  to  the  nation.  The  covenant  was  remembered  and  revered 
by  the  people,  as  an  obligation  to  which  their  ancestors  had  repeatedly  sworn  ;  instituted  during  the 
purity,  and  renewed  in  the  troubles,  or  on  the  triumph  of  the  presbyterian  fiiith.  It  was  adopted 
by  the  English  in  the  year  1648,  and  enforced  by  the  dvil  and  ecdesiastiGat  authority  of  both 
lujigdomB.^^Knog.^'BobcrUon's  HUtary  of  Scotland^^Lain^s  Histary,  vol.  l  p.  133*3 
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The  covenant  consisted  of  a  renunciation  of  popery,  and  was  ex-  A.D.  i63S. 
pressed  in  those  virulent  terms  which  were  most  calculated  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people.  It  was  followed  by  a  bond  of  union,  that 
obliged  the  subscribers  to  resist  all  religious  innovations,  and  to  de- 
fend each  other  against  every  opposition  whatever :  and  all  this  for 
the  greater  glory  of  God,  and  for  the  advantage  of  their  king  and 
country.  The  people  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  without  distinction 
of  age  or  sex,  flocked  to  the  subscription  of  this  famous  deed,  which 
few  disapproved,  and  still  fewer  could  venture  to  condemn. 

The  king  could  not  fail  to  be  greatly  alarmed  at  this  combination, 
and  to  be  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  which  would  naturally 
arise  from  it.  He,  therefore,  appointed  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  a 
nobleman  in  whom  he  could  confide,  his  high  commissioner,  with 
authority  to  treat  with  the  covenanters ;  but  although  he  agreed,  in 
name  of  the  king,  to  suspend  the  canons  and  the  liturgy,  yet  his  pa- 
cific propositions  were  disregarded.  He  failed  in  the  negociation, 
and  returned  to  London.  Hamilton,  by  order  of  the  king,  made 
another  journey  to  Edinburgh,  with  new  concessions ;  but  was 
equally  unsuccessful  in  his  attempts  to  accomplish  a  reconciliation. 
Having  returned  to  London,  he  was  sent  back  by  the  king,  with  pro- 
posals to  abolish  the  canons,  the  liturgy,  and  the  high  commission, 
and  to  suspend  the  articles  of  Perth.  At  the  same  time,  authority 
was  given  to  him  to  summon  an  assembly,  and  afterwards  a  parlia- 
ment, where  every  grievance  might  be  redressed.  But,  however 
ample  and  conciliating  these  concessions  may  have  been  considered, 
they  were  rejected  by  the  covenanters,  as  being  still  short  of  their 
rising  demands/ 

Charles  being  now  aware  of  the  advantages  which  the  people  had 
obtained  over  him  by  the  covenant,  resolved  to  counteract  it  by  ano- 
ther of  a  similar  nature  on  his  part.  With  this  view,  he  ordered  a 
band  of  union  to  be  framed,  containing  a  renunciation  of  popery,  and 
expressed  in  pretty  much  the  same  terms  with  the  former,  to  which 
were  annexed  the  same  professions  of  duty  and  loyalty  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  king.     He,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  royal  proclamation, 

discharged  the  use  of  the  service  book,  the  book  of  canons,  and 

high 
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A.D.  1658.  high  commisgion ;  *  and  rescinded  all  deeds  whatever  which  had  been 
made  for  establishing  them.  He  also  dispensed  with  the  practice  of 
the  five  articles  of  Perth,  which  had  given  so  much  offence,  both  to 
the  presby terian  clergy,  and  to  many  of  the  people. 

While  these  matters  had  been  transacting  in  the  south,  the  citi- 
zens of  Aberdeen,  who  were  firm  supporters  of  their  sovereign,  ap- 
pear to  have  viewed  them  with  indifference,  and  to  have  acquiesced 
in  all  the  measures  which  Charles  had  adopted.  In  these  they  were 
countenanced  by  the  ministers  of  religion,  who,  from  principles  of 
loyalty  and  motives  of  prudence,  were  equally  attached  to  the  king. 
These  circumstances  were  early  communicated  to  his  Majesty,  who^ 
in  the  warmest  terms,  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  services  which 
had  been  done  to  him,  by  a  letter  under  his  hand,  addressed  to  the 
magistrates,  f  Bat  it  was  not  long  before  their  loyalty  was  put  to  a 
severe  trial ;  and  they  were  ultimately  'compelled  to  submit  to  the 
violence  of  party. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  the  Earl  of  Montrose ;  Lord  Coupar ;  the 
master  of  Forbes ;  Burnett  of  Leys ;  Graham  of  Murphy ;  Alexander 
Henderson,:}:  minister  at  liCuchars ;  David  Dickson,  minister  at  Ir« 
vine ;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  minister  at  Fitsligo,  made  their  ap- 
pearance 


*  The  courts  of  high  commission  were  erected  at  St  Andrew's  and  Glasgow,  of  such  txanscen« 
dent  jttvisdiGtieii,  diat  every  eedesiastical  eowt  wae  robordiDate;  with  eaeh  inquisitorial  powers, 
that  every  individiQal  m^^  be  dtie^  tod  exvnined  od  Ua  eoBv«natioB,  oandiiety  and  rdigious  «p« 
nions ;  excommunicated,  if  impenitent ;  outlawed,  if  ccmtumadous ;  imprisoned  and  fined,  if  obnox- 
ious  or  guilty.  The  Archbishop  and  four  assistants  composed  a  quorum,  whose  sentence  admitted 
of  no  appeal.— -[[Z«atfig'«  HkUny,  voL  i.  p.  58*3 

t  "  Chahlbs  R«*-Tni0tte  and  well  bdoved,  we  greet  yew  weilL  Hawiqg  understood,  freniA 
the  reverend  Father  in  God  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeine,  of  the  testimonie  giwen  by  yow  at  this  tyme 
of  yor  afiectionn  to  our  service,  which  is  the  more  considerable  in  regard  of  the  neglect  of  otheris, 
we  give  yow  hearty  thankis  lor  the  same,  wiUing  yow  te  conttnue  as  yow  hawe  begone;  and  be  as- 
sured wt  wiH  not  be  unmindfiill  iheivof  irimi  aqy  occasiem  shall  ofer,  wliairiiy  yow  mQr  find  Ite 
efffcU  of  oore  princely  favor.  Wee  bid  yow  fairweill»  from  ouxe  Court,  at  Whitehall,  the  nynt  of 
Aprile,  16S8.- 

;(  On  the  25th  of  December,  16S9,  Mr.  Henderson  was  solicited,  by  the  magistmtes,  to  accept 
the  tharge  of  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  town,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Alexander  Ross;  but  this  he  ap- 
pears to  have  dediAed*— [Ctwnctf  BegUter,  vol.  liL  p.  517.1 
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peanuice  in  the  town,  in  the  charact^  of  commissioners  from  the 
tables^  and  called  upon  the  inhabitants  to  subscribe  the  new  cove« 
nant  uid  oath.  Dr.  Robert  Barron,  Dr.  James .  Sibbald,  and  Dr. 
Alexander  Boss,  three  of  the  established  ministers ;  Dr.  John  Forbes^ 
Professor  of  Divinity,  and  ]>.  William  Leslie,  Principal,  of  the  King's 
College;  and  Dr.  Alexander  Scrogie,  minister  of  Old  Aberdeen; 
had  been  fully  prepared  for  their  receptioni  ^  They  demanded  (o 
know  particularly  of  their  reverend  brethren  by  what  authority  they 
could  require  them,  or  their  peo{de^  to  subscribe  this  covenant,  which 
had  neither  the  authority  of  the  king,  the  lords  of  the  privy  council^ 
the  national  synod,  nor  of  any  other  judicatory ;  and  how  they  could 
attempt  to  ei^oroe  upon  them,  or  their  people,  who  were  nowise  sub* 
ject  to  them,  the  interpretation  of  the  articles  of  the  negative  cotifes^ 
sion.  Besides,  the  covenant  was  very  different  from  what  had  been 
subscribed  by  the  late  king,  and  by  the  nation»  inAhe  years  1580  and 
1581.'^  The  reverend  commissioners  appear  to  have  been  equally 
well  prepared  with  an  answer,  for  they  speedily  rejoined,  ^  That  they 
had  not  come  hither  to  usurp  the  authority  of  any  civil  or  spiritual 
tribunal,,  or  to  enforce  upon  their  reverend  brelliren,  and  the  people 
committed  to  their  charge,  the  subscription  of  the  covenant,  or  the 
interpretation  of  the  articles  of  that  confession  which  is  called  nega- 
tive ;  but  were  sent  to  represent  to  them,  in  all  humility,  the  present 
state  and  condition  of  the  church  and  the  kingdom,  calling  for  help 
at  their  hands ;  and,  in  brotherly  love,  to  exhort  and  entreat  that 
they  would  be  pleased  to  contribute  their  best  endeavours  to  extin- 
guish the  common  combustion;  which,  by  uniting  with  almost  the 
whole  church  and  kingdom  in  the  covenant,  they  trusted  they  might 
lawfully  do^  without  prejudice  to  tibe  King's  M^esty,  or  to  any  law- 
ful judicatory,  or  to  the  negative  confession  of  faith ;  since  the  sound 
interpretation  and  application  thereof  to  the  errors  of  the  times  can 
make  no  substantial  change ;  and  the  band  of  mutual  defence,  by 
which  they  obliged  themselves  to  defend  the  true  religion  and  the 
Kind's  M^sty's  person  and  authority  against  all  persons  whatever, 
is  joined  at  first  with  the  confession  of  faith.  That  his  Majesty's 
commissioner,  although  he  bad  objected  to  the  covenant,  as  an  unlaw-^ 
ful  cttnbmation  against  authority,  and  being  the  main  hindrance  to 
their  obtaining  their  desires,  had  accepted  and  was  well  pleased  with 

their 
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A.b.  1638-  their  declaration,  bearing,  That  they  had  solemnly  sworn,  to  the  ut- 
most of  their  power,  with  their  means  and  lives,  to  stand  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  King's  Majesty,  as  God's  vicegerent,  set  over  them  for 
the  maintenance  of  religion,  and  the  administration  of  justice.'* 
This  was  only  the  prelude  to  much  learned  argument  which  passed 
between  these  reverend  gentlemen  on  this  important  subject ;  and 
the  whole  was  afterwards  printed  in  a  pamphlet  at  Aberdeen.  *  On 
the  Sunday  subsequent  to  their  arrival  in  the  town,  the  reverend 
commissioners  expressed  a  wish  to  be  allowed  to  enforce  their  doc- 
trines upon  the  people,  by  preaching  in  the  church :  but  the  esta- 
blished clergy  were  not  inclined  to  indulge  them.  They  were,  there- 
fore, contented  with  being  allowed  to  harangue,  in  three  several  ser- 
mons on  that  day,  to  pretty  niunerous  jcongregations,  which  assembled 
in  the  court  of  the  Earl  Marischal's  lodgings,  in  the  Castlestreetf 
These  sermons,  however,  seem  to  have  made  very  little  impression 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people ;  and  the  endeavours  of  the  learned 
commissioners  to  obtain  their  subscriptions  to  the  covenant  had  as 
little  effect. 

Meanwhile,  ^  letter  had  been  transmitted  from  the  commissioners 
of  the  table  of  burgesses  to  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  re- 
questing them  to  subscribe  the  confession  of  faith  and  the  new  cove- 
nant, which  were  presented  to  them  by  the  Lairds  of  Dun,  Morphie, 
Balmain,  and  Leys ;  but  this  they  had  declined,  for  the  same  reasons 
which  had  been  assigned  by  the  ministers  of  the  town;j:  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  citizens  approved  of  their  conduct,  and  followed 
their  example. 

These  proceedings  having  been  communicated  to  the  king,  he 
addressed  another  letter  to  the  magistrates,  §  expressive  of  the  high 

sense 


*  The  general  demands  of  the  reverend  Doctors  of  Divinity  and  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  Aber- 
deen^ concerning  the  late  covenant,  with  answers^  &c  were  printed  in  l6S8,  and  reprinted  there  in 
the  year  1663. 

t  Spalding,  voL  L  p.  69>  %  Coundl  Register,  voL  lii.  p.  S%5,  S8ft  et  seq. 

§  «'  Charlbs  RiF->Tirastie  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  yow  welL  Having  understood  how  dae- 
tufbllie  yow  hawe  earned  yoorselfis  at  this  tyme,  in  what  concerned  the  good  of  oore  service^  and 
particularlie  in  hindring  some  stranger  ministeris  from  preaching  in  any  of  your  churches.  Wee 
hawe  taken  notice  thaiiof,  and  do  give  yow  hartie  tbankis  for  the  same,  and  do  expect  tha^  as  your 
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sense  which  he  entertained  of  their  loyalty  and  great  zeal  in  his  a.d.  i638. 
cause;  at  the  same  time  assuring  them,  that  he  should  not  be  un- 
mindful of  it  when  an  opportunity  offered.  This  letter  was  accom- 
panied with  another,  of  the  same  purport,  from  the  Marquis  of  Ha- 
milton. Indeed,  Charles  acted  up  to  his  promise;  for,  in  a  few 
weeks  after,  he  granted  to  the  magistrates,  council,  and  community, 
8  new  royal  charter  of  the  borough,  confirming,  in  the  most  ample 
manner,  all  their  ancient  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities.  This 
may  be  regarded  as  the  great  charter  of  Aberdeen.* 

The  commissioners  of  the  tables,  having  failed  in  the  object  of 
their  mission  to  Aberdeen,  took  their  departure ;  and  matters  conti- 
nued in  a  tranquil  state  for  some  time.  On  the  5th  of  October,  the 
Marquis  of  Himtly,  accompanied  with  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum, 
sheriff  of  the  county,  arrived  in  the  town,  as  a  deputation  from  the 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,  his  Majesty's  high  commissioner,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  the  magistrates  with  every  degree  of  respect.  They  pre- 
sented to  them,  on  behalf  of  the  king,  the  confession  of  faith,  and 
generid  band,  marked  by  the  clerk  of  the  privy  council,  for  maintain- 
ing the  true  religion,  and  for  protecting  the  king's  person.  These 
were  immediately  signed  by  the  magistrates  and  council ;  Dr.  Bobert 
ISarron  and  Dr.  James  Sibbald,  two  of  the  ministers  of  the  town ; 
and  by  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  been  convened 
for  the  purpose,  f  In  order,  however,  to  remove  any  undue  impres- 
sion that  might  have  been  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  the. 
two  ministers  first  signed  these  deeds  under  this  qualification  and 
protestation,  **  That  they  had  agreed  to  the  confession  of  faith,  in  as 

B  d  far 


carriage  hitherto  hath  bene  good,  bo  yow  will  continew ;  assuring  yow  that  when  any  thing  that 
may  oonceme  your  good  shall  occur,  we  will  not  be  unmyndfull  of  the  same.  Wee  bid  yow  fair* 
weill^  firame  our  oouxt,  at  Oatlands,  the  last  day  of  July^  IdSS." — [CoufwU  RegiHer,  vol.  lii.  p.  S95.2 

*  This  is  a  yohmiinous  deed,  and  confiims  all  the  ancient  charters  of  the  borough,  from  the  time 
of  King  William  the  Lion*  It  is  dated  at  Oatlands,  9th  September,  l6S8 ;  was  confirmed  in  par* 
liament  17th  November,  1641 ;  and  printed  several  years  ago. 

t  The  king^s  declaration^  discharging  the  service  book,  book  of  canons,  and  high  commissioD, 
and  dispensing  with  the  five  articles  of  Perth,  and  indicting  a  General  Assembly  to  be  held  at  Glas« 
gow,  and  a  Parliament  at  Edinburgh,  had  been  presented  to  the  magistrates  by  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  and  proclaimed  at  Aberdeen  on  the  3d  October.<^C(Wfict7  Register,  vol,  liL  p.  410.]] 
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A.D.  1636.  far  as  it  condemned  and  abjured  all  popish  errors^  idolatry^  ezmI  su- 
perstition, really  and  indeed  repugnant  to  God's  holy  word :  but  that 
they  did  not  understand  the  articles  of  Perth»  and  episcopal  govern- 
ment, or  any  doctrine,  rite,  or  ceremony,  not  repugnant  to  scrip- 
ture, to  the  practice  of  the  ancient  or  modem  reformed  and  sound 
churches,  or  to  the  confession  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  esta- 
blished by  law,  to  be  condemned  or  abjured  by  any  thing  which  thef 
had  now  done."* 

The  citizens  having  become  zealous  supporters  of  the  king,  were 
trained  to  military  exercise,  and  fortned  into  a  regular  corps,  under 
ofiicers,  who  were  appointed  by  the  magistrates,  for  the  defenoe  of 
the  town ;  but,  owing  to  some  irregularities  among  them^  they  were 
soon  disbanded,  and  forty*two  constables  were  nominated^  for  pre« 
serving  peace  and  good  order  among  the  inhabitants.! 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  met  at  Glasgow  on  the  21st 
November,  in  consequence  of  a  royal  proclamation ;  that  place 
being  preferred  to  Aberdeen,};  on  account  of  the  influence  which  the 
high  commissioner  possessed  in  this  quarter.  The  assembly  was  at- 
tended by  almost  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  any  consideration, 
either  as  elders  or  assessors,  and  by  a  great  concourse  of  spectators 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  After  a  good  deal  of  irregular  and 
disorderly  proceedings  in  this  meeting,  all  the  acts  of  the  assembly 
which  had  passed  since  the  ascension  of  King  James  to  the  throne  of 
England  were  rescinded,  and  declared  nuU  and  invalid ;  the  whole 
bishops  were  degraded,  or  excommunicated;  and  thus  episcopacy, 
the  high  commission,  the  articles  of  Perth,  the  canons,  and  the  litur- 
gy, were  entirely  abolished,  as  unlawful.  At  the  same  time,  the 
covenant  was  ordered  to  be  signed  by  every  p  3rson,  under  the  pain 
of^cornmunication. 

Although  this  work  of  refc»rm  had  been  accomplished,  coinsonant 
with  the  designs  of  the  covenantee,  yet  they  were  folly  sensiUe  that 

these 


•  Cvundi  Aegifter,  ¥•!.  Ki.  p.  41*.  +  HmL  vd.  B.  p.  48!,  ct  seq. 

X  No  delegate  was  sent  to  this  assembly  from  the  towii,  in  consequence  of  a  representation  from 
the  citizens  to  the  magistrates. — [Council  RegUter,  vol.  lii.  p,  428-] 
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these  irould,  on  no  accountvbe  admitted  by  the  king,  and  that  it  would  a.d.  16^9. 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  support  their  arbitrary  measures  by  mill, 
tary  force.  Their  only  resource  was  in  themselves,  and  in  their  own 
vigour,  and  they  prepared  accordingly.  On  the  20th  of  February,  this 
yelir,  a  meeting  of  the  different  estates  of  parliament  was  held  at 
Edinburgh,  when  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  commence  a  de« 
fensive  war,  in  order  to  oppose  the  king. 

The  covenanters  having  now  acquired  the  ascendant  in  the  na« 
tion,  were  zealously  supported  by  the  Earls  of  Argyle,  Marischal, 
Bothes,  Cassilis,  Montrose,  Lothian,  and  other  noble  lords,  who  had 
embraced  the  covenant ;  and,  a  civil  war  being  inevitable,  they 
speedily  raised  an  army,  which  was  put  under  the  command  of  Gene- 
ral Leslie,  an  officer  of  considerable  experience  and  abilities.  The 
whole  country,  except  Aberdeen,  and  where  the  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
who  still  adhered  to  his  sovereign,  had  any  influence,  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  covenanters ;  and,  in  a  very  short  time,  was  put  in  a 
posture  of  defence. 

After  this  time,  it  was  the  misfortune  of  Aberdeen  to  become  the 
theatre  of  the  war  in  the  north,  and  to  experience  many  of  the  dis- 
tresses and  calamities  incident  to  civil  commotions.  In  this  situation 
of  affairs,  the  citizens  in  general  still  continued  to  suf^ort  the  mea- 
sures of  the  king,  and  to  promote  his  views,  until  they  were  over- 
whelmed by  a  numerous  force.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  they 
commenced  their  operations  of  putting  the  town  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence^ with  ditches,  and  other  works,  on  the  north-east  and  south-west 
sides,  and  by  fortifying  it  otherwise  in  the  best  manner.  They  took 
arms,  and  inrolled  themselves  to  serve,  under  captains,  and  other 
officers,  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  The  provost  and  sixteen  of 
the  Qitizens  were  named  as  a  council  of  war.  The  town  being  di- 
vided into  four  quarters,  a  captain,  lieutenant,  ensign,  and  three  Ser- 
jeants, were  appointed,  as  officers  of  each  quarter,  and  a  military  go- 
vernnent  was  established.*  But  they  soon  found  that  their  zeal  had 
engaged  them  in  a  very  hopeless  undertaking. 

D  d  2  The 
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A.D.  1639.  The  Marquis  of  Huntly,  who  had,  about  this  time,  been  ap> 
pointed  lord  lieutenant  of  the  northern  district,  which  extended 
from  the  river  Dee  to  Caithness,  received  a  supply  of  arms,  and  other 
warlike  stores,  for  .the  loyalists  in  that  quarter,  by  a  yacht  and  trans- 
port, which  had  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  from  England.. 
From  these  stores  the  magistrates  were  supplied  with  two  hundred 
muskets,  one  hundred  pikes,  for  arming  the  citizens,  with  the  ne* 
cessary  ammunition ;  but  such  was  the  low  state  of  the  resources  of 
the  king,  that  the  dean  of  guild  and  the  treasurer  were  obliged  to 
unite  in  a  bond  to  his  Lordship  for  the  value  of  these  appointments, 
which  amounted  to  L.3685  4s.*  About  the  same  time,  the  Marquis 
called  for  the  services  of  all  the  loyalists,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to 
sixty,  and  required  them  to  join  him,  on  the  25th  March,  properly 
armed,  and  furnished  with  fifteen  days  provisions.  On  the  22d,  the 
inhabitants  of  Old  Aberdeen  and  Spittal,  to  the  number  of  160  men, 
were  mustered  under  the  bishop ;  but  they  were,  for  the  most  part, 
unarmed,  and  unserviceable.  Meanwhile,  intelligence  was  brought  to 
the  town  of  the  approach  of  the  army  of  the  covenanters,  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Montrose,  which  disconcerted  all  the  mea^ 
sures  both  of  Huntly  and  of  the  magistrates.  In  this  difficult  junc« 
ture,  the  citizens  found  that  their  exertions,  without  any  other 
means  than  their  own  internal  resourcesi  could  be  of  very  little  ser* 

vice 


The  following  Rules  were  ordered  to  be  observed  in  the  defence  of  the  town  t— 

1.  That  all  the  ports  shall  be  shut  and  locked  every  night. 

2.  That  a  nightly  watch  of  twenty-four  persons  shall  be  appointed ;  each  man  to  attend  in  persi- 

son^  under  the  penalty  of  L.5. 

3.  That  the  catbands  of  iron  shall  be  provided,  and  fixed  on  evexy  port,  and  other  oonvenient 

places,  where  formerly  fixed,  and  locks  to  be  made  for  the  same. 

4.  That  the  great  ordnance  shall  be  brought  into  the  town,  and  placed  in  proper  situations. 

5.  That  no  stranger  shall  be  lodged  within  the  town,  611  the  magistrates  be  first  acquainted. 

6.  That  the  baillies  shall  pass  through  the  town,  and  see  that  eveiy  man,  fit  io  bear  arms^  be 

provided  with  them,  on  his  own  expence. 
7*  That  the  whole  expence  shall  be  assessed  on  the  inhabitants. 

'  Council  Register f  voL  liL  p.  445. 

•  « 

*  Conncfl  Register,  voL  lii.  p.  451.  The  price  of  each  musket,  bandelier,  and  rest,  was  L.1S; 
each  pike,  Lh2  Ss. ;  each  lib.  of  powder,  18s.;  one  cwt.  of  matches,  L.18 ;  one  cwt.  of  bullet!^ 
L.10  16s.  Scottish  money. 
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vice  in  the  cause  of  their  sovereign.  They  were  unassisted  by  any  a,d.  i63$. 
succours  from  the  king ;  they  began  to  be  divided  among  themselves ; 
and  the  alarm  of  the  approach  of  this  army  having  seized  them, 
many  threw  down  their  arms,  deserted  their  standards,  and  left  the 
place.  The  town  was  thus  left  in  a  defenceless  state,  and  exposed  to 
any  body  of  men  who  might  be  inclined  to  occupy  it.  * 

The  Earls  of  Montrose,  Marischal,  and  other  noblemen,  with  Ge- 
neral Leslie,  had,  by  this  time,  collected  from  the  southern  counties 
a  considerable  force,  in  order  to  overawe  the  north,  and  impose  the 
covenant  on  the  refractory  inhabitants.  They  advanced  to  Aber- 
deen, and  took  possession  of  it  on  Saturday  the  SOth  March,  without 
meeting  with  any  opposition,  f  Their  army,  consisting  of  6000  horse 
and  foot,  was  encamped  in  the  links ;  and  the  Earl  of  Kinghorn 
was  appointed  governor  of  the  town,  having  under  his  command  a 
garrison  of  1800  foot.  The  main  body  of  the  army  was  now  aug- 
mented, by  the  arrival  of  SOOO  horse  and  foot,  which  had  been  col- 
lected in  the  north,  under  Lord  Eraser,  the  master  of  Forbes,  and 
other  barons.  It  did  not,  however,  remain  long  in  this  position,  for, 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  it  broke  up  its  encampment  in  the 
links,  and  immediately  marched  to  Eintore,  with  a  train  of  artillery, 
consisting  of  two  cartons,  or  quarter  guns,  and  twelve  other  pieces  of 
ordnance.    After  halting  there  for  two  days,  it  proceeded  to  Inver- 

ury, 


R^gifiter^  voL  liL  p.  454»  .    ' 

Oh  the  S2d  March^  wfty  young  men  cf  the  town  resolved  to  proceed,  bjr  sea,  with  their  colours 
and  arms,  and  join  the  king.  They  embarked  on  board  a  ship  in  the  harbour  on  the  S8th  of  the 
same  month.  Dr.  Leslie,  Principal  of  King's  Coll^^ ;  Drs.  Barron,  Sibbald,  Guild,  and  Ross,  mini- 
sters  of  the  town ;  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum ;  Menxies  of  Pitfoddels ;  and  several  others,  accom« 
panied  them  in  the  same  ship.— f^jpa/Utng-,  vd.  I  p.  120*3 

t  Before  the  aumy  entered  the  town,  the  magistimtes  aent  a  deputation  to  the  Earl  of  Montrose, 
wiA  the  following  proposals :— Ist  That  no  hostilities  should  be  used  against  the  town,  as  the  dti- 
lena  were  disposed  to  give  peaceable  entry  to  the  nobility  and  their  army.  2d.  That  if  any  par- 
ticular person  gave  offence,  that  it  should  be  repaired  privately,  without  reflecting  on  the  public 
peace.  3,  That  the  citizens  should  not  be  forced  to  receive  more  men  than  they  could  conveniently 
accommodate;  and  that  such  accommodation  should  be  given  to  the  nobility,  while  in  the  town,  as 
in  the  power  of  the  citizens.  The  inhabitants  being  assembled  in  a  head  court,  were  informed  by 
the  provost  of  the  approach  of  the  army  and  the  nobility,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  late 
General  Assembly;  but  that  no  injury  gr  violence  would  be  ^ooe  to  them.^Owijica  Register,  vd. 
lii»  p.  453.] 
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A.D.  1M9.  uiy,  where  it  encamped,  with  a  view  to  be  realdy,  on  an  emergency, 
to  return  to  Aberdeen. 

The  conductors  of  this  army  had,  previously  to  their  leaving  the 
town,  issued  their  orders  to  the  citizens^  enjoining  them  to  fill  up, 
without  delay,  the  trenches^  which  had  been  formed  for  the  defence 
of  the  town,  under  the  penalty  of  its  being  plundered  and  razed ; 
'  but  the  execution  of  these  orders  they  seem  toliave  neglected.  In  a 
April  2.  few  days  after,  however,  they  were  convened  in  the  Gray  Friars 
church,  by  order  of  the  Earl  of  Einghorn,  in  name  of  Montrose,  and 
commanded  immediately  to  destroy  the  temporary  works  of  fortifica- 
tion ;  to  dismount  the  cannon,  which  were  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
Earl  Marischal)  along  with  the  ammunition,  for  the  service  of  the  ar- 
my ;  and  to  remove  the  eaJOHmd^  of  the  ports,  under  the  pain  of 
plundering  the  town.  At  the  same  time,  the  citizens  were  required 
to  provide  lodging  and  entertainment  to  the  garrison  in  the  town,  at 
the  rate  of  68.  8d.  for  each  man,  x^er  day,  for  the  space  of  eight  days ; 
and  the  magistrates  were  epjoined  to  pledge  their  assurance  to  the 
inhabitants  that  they  should  be  fuUy  indemnified.  It  was  in  vain  for 
them  to  remonstrate ;  and,  therefore,  they  submitted  with  sullen  re- 
luctance. ♦ 

On  the  following  day  they  were  again  assembled  in  the  same 
place,  by  an  order  of  the  nobility,  and  required  to  subscribe  the- co- 
venant, and  articles  annexed  to  it,  as  settled  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly which  met  at  Glasgow,  under  the  pain  Of  being  disarmed,  and 
having  their  whole  property  confiscated,  f  At  this  they  appear  to 
have  hesitated,  atid  requested  to  be  allowed  a  few  days  to  ccmsider 
the  matter  maturely,  before  they  gave  their  answer.  But  an  expe- 
dient was  at  hand  to  enforce  the  most  speedy  obedience  to  these  inn 
junctions,  and  it  was  immediately  adopted. 

Aprils.        The  Earl  of  Montrose  broke  up  his  camp  at  Inveruiy,  and 
marched  directly  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  arrived  this  day,  and  en<« 
camped  bis  army  again  in  the  links,  in  order  to  compel  the  refrac- 
tory 


*  CcuciL K^giftov  voL  Bi,  |i.455.  t  Ibid.  voL  HI  1^  466. 


tory  citizens  to  flubmit  to  the  measures  of  the  eolneiifiaters.  Bdug  A.a  im- 
assembled  on  the  9th  April,  they  were  informed  by  tiie  provost  that 
the  nobility  had  expressly  commanded  them  immediately  to  fortify 
the  blockhouse,  for  the  defence  of  the  town  against  foreign  enemies ; 
had  enjoined  them  to  subscribe  the  covenant;  and  to  contribute,  with 
the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  expence  of  the  war :  and,  as  the  con- 
tumacy of  the  citizens  had  occasioned  the  army  to  be  marched  to  the 
town,  they  had  determined  to  ex:act  from  them  a  contribution  of 
100,000  merks,  with  the  whole  charges  attending  it  since  its  arrival; 
but  from  this  imposition  those  who  had  previously  signed  the  cove- 
nant were  to  b§  exempted.  Having  in  vain  murmured  against  these 
arbitrary  orders  and  heavy  imposition,  they  at  length  expressed  their 
willingness  to  fortify  thie  blockhouse,  and  the  greater  part  of  them 
declared  their  readiness  to  subscribe  the  covenant,  iand  to  contri- 
bute proportionally,  in  time  coming,  with  the  other  boroughs,  for  the 
support  of  the  army :  but  if  the  nobility" were  determined  to  exact  the 
coMributioR  wlujcdi  hltd  been  kanpowtd  iipon  them,  they  requested  time 
to  be  allowed  fiwr  leniOTing  tibemaelves,  their  families,  and  property, 
from  the  town.  The  following  day  being  chBerrtd  as  a  aolemn  fast, 
there  was  preadbed  in  the  diurclit  by  Mr.  John  Bow  of  Perth,  a 
fleimoii,  whkh  seems  to  hav«  had  oonsiderabie  influence  over  the  te^ 
factory  part  of  the  dtbsens ;  f or^  immedietely  after,  almost  the  whole 
of  them  subscribed  the  covenant,  that  had  occasioned  so  mach  diSf- 
tress,  and  .been  attended  with  such  serious  conseq^uences  to  them* 

Mon|:r0i9e  Aoif  J^potnted  fi)nr  of  the  dtisena,  aa  commissioners  April  lo. 
itom  the.  town  to  the  tables  at  Edinbnx^h,  ^^  to  ednqur  with  th^in  in 
jnich  matters  as  ml^t  tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  king's  honour, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  tme  rreUgum^  laws,  and  liberties  of  th^ 
kio^pdom."  They  accordingly  ^paired  to  JSdinfauigh ;  but  no  sooner 
had  ihey  anriredi  than  a  fine  of  ^,000  merks  was  imposed  upon  them 
|)y  the  noibililT;  who  ordered  them  to  be  confined  until  th^  should 
ei^&t  pay  this  money«  or  Deport  an  s^aawer  from  the  town,  agiaeii^  to 
i«y  it  Tlkt  magjfitarates  hitring  dedmed  to  extricate  them  from  thiy 
difficulty,  they  were  committed  to  the  prison  of  Edinburgh,  by 
a  warrant  from  the  nobility  and  the  commissioners  of  the  other 

tables, 
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A.D.  1639-  tables,  and  only  liberated  at  the  end  of  five  weeks,  at  the  intercession 
of  the  provost  and  magistrates  of  that  city,  upon  their  granting  bond, 
with  security,  and  giving  their  oaths,  that  they  should  return^  with- 
in a  specified  time,  under  the  penalty  of  paying  the  fine  which  had 
been  so  imposed,* 

The  Earl  of  Montrose  having  accomplished  his  military  enter- 
prises in  the  north,  without  bloodshed,  and  brought  the  citizens  of 
Aberdeen  to  due  subjection,  by  obtaining  their  subscriptions  to  the 
covenant,  prepared  to  march  his  army  to  the  south.  On  the  12th 
April,  General  Leslie  marched  from  Aberdeen,  with  the  foot  and  the 
artillery ;  and,  next  day,  Montrose  followed,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  army,  carrying  along  with  them  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  whom 
they  had,  by  some  means,  or  other,  decoyed  into  their  power.  He 
was  conducted  to  Edinburgh,  as  a  hostage,  and  imprisoned  in  the 
castle,  where  he  remained  for  some  time. 

The  seizure  of  Huntly,  and  his  subsequent  imprisonment,  greatly 
disconcerted  his  adherents  in  the  north.  His  second  son,  James, 
Viscount  of  Aboyne ;  the  laird  of  BanfiT;  and  other  loyalists,  chiefly 
of  the  Gordons,  now  took  arms,  and  assembled  a  body  of  men,  whom 
they  had  collected  £rom  their  numerous  vassals  and  dependents  in 
the  north;  and  manifested  hostUe  intentions  towards  the  cove- 
nanters. 

Meanwhile  the  Earls  Marischal  and  Seaforth,  and  other  barons, 
who  were  zealous  supporters  of  the  covenanters,  had,  by  the  25th 
April,  collected,  in  Aberdeen,  about  SOOO  men,  with  a  view  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  loyalists,  under  the  Viscount  of  Aboyne. 
The  Earl  Marischal  assumed  the  title  of  governor  of  the  town,  and 
required  the  citizens  to  furnish  a  company  of  eighty  men,  com- 
pletely armed,  and  under  ofiSicers,  for  the  detachment  of  the  army 
which  had  been  sent  to  Monymusk,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Eraser  and  the  master  of  Forbes,  against  the  laird  of  Banff  and  his 
partisans ;  but  this  request  does  not  appear  to  have  been  readily 

complied 


*  Cooncil  RegiBto',  voL  lii.  p.  457.  et  seq.  467* 
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complied  with.  On  the  first  of  May,  an  order  was  transmitted  to  the  a.d.  1639. 
magistrates  from  the  table  of  the  nobility,  requiring  them  to  furnish 
every  fourth  man,  completely  armed,  to  the  bound  rody  at  Edinburgh, 
with  ten  days  provisions,  and  a  proportional  number  of  horsemen  to 
each  company,  armed  with  carabines,  pistols,  guns,  or  jack  and  lance; 
and,  three  days  afterwards,  six  pieces  of  the  cannon  belonging  to  the 
town  were  also  demanded  by  the  Earl  Marischal,  for  the  service  of 
the  army  at  Montrose.  The  force  of  the  covenanters  being,  at  this 
time,  weak  and  ineffective,  these  requisitions  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  much  regarded,  and  were  not  complied  with.  Indeed,  Maris^ 
chal's  army  was  soon  dispersed. 

The  covenanters  having  appointed  their  committee  to  meet  at 
Turreff  upon  the  20th  of  May,  to  sound  the  dispositions  of  the 
people  in  that  district  with  regard  to  the  covenant,  Lord  Eraser,  the 
master  of  Forbes,  and  the  other  leaders  of  that  p'arty,  assembled  a 
body  of  1200  men,  on  the  ISth,  to  enforce  obedience  to  their  injunc- 
tions ;  but  they  were  surprised  by  the  laird  of  Banff,  Haddo,  and 
other  barons,  who  attacked  and  dispersed  them.  The  victors,  elated 
with  this  success,  advanced  towards  Aberdeen,  and  took  possession 
of  it  without  opposition.  They  now  wreaked  the  vengeance  of  their 
fury  upon  the  covenanters  in  the  town,  who  experienced,  during 
their  stay,  similar  distresses  to  what  the  loyalists  had  formerly  suffered 
from  the  army  of  Montrose.*  Finding  nothing  to  oppose  them  in 
the  course  of  their  desultory  excursions  in  the  neighbourhood,  they 
despoiled  the  houses  and  mansions  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been 
forced  to  embrace  the  covenant,  of  every  article  of  value  which  they 
could  seize.  They,  however,  remained  only  five  days  in  the  town, 
and  were  dismissed,  with  permission  to  plunder  the  covenanters 
wherever  they  inclined.  No  sooner,  however,  had  they  evacuated 
the  town,  than  it  was  occupied  by  the  Earl  Marischal,  with  about 
2000  horse  and  foot,  which  now,  in  their  turn,  harassed  those  inha- 
bitants who  were  known  to  be  loyalists.  In  the  meantime,  Montrose, 
having  received  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  army  under  the 

£  e  laird 


•  Coimca  Router,  toL  lii.  p.  463. 
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AD.  1639.  laird  of  Banff,  and  suspecting  the  fidelity  of  the  citizens,  accelerated 
his  progress  northward,  in  order  to  hring  them  under  due  subjection. 
On  Saturday  the  S5th  May  he  marched  into  the  town,  with  about 
4000  horse  and  foot,  and  thirteen  field  pieces ;  and  encamped  his  ar« 
my  in  the  links.  But  the  citizens  having  lost  his  confidence,  and 
incurred  his  highest  displeasure,  had  now  to  exjierience  the  weight  of 
his  authority.  He  next  day  broke  up  his  camp»  cantoned  his  troops 
in  the  tpwn,  and  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and,  on  Monday  the  27th,  im- 
posed a  contribution  upon  them  of  10,000  merks,^  fbr  defraying  the 
expence  of  the  army  in  the  present  expedition ;  which  money  was 
ordered  to  be  paid  on  the  morrow,  by  eleven  o'clock,  under  the 
pain  of  the  town's  being  given  up  to  plunder.  The  citizens  wea-e,  at 
the  same  time,  disarmed^  under  the  authority  of  the  tables;  tb^ 
twelve  pieces  of  ordnance,  which  bad  been  purchased  far  the  defence 
of  the  town,  were  ordered  to  be  transpcwted  to  Montrose  and  PundeCt 
for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  ilnglisbi  who  threatened  a  landing 
at  these  places ;  and  the  weapons,  both  defensive  and  offensive,  be-* 
llongmg  to  the  citizens,  w^re  delivered  up  to  Sir  Bohert  Graham 
of  Murphy,  f 

But  these  rigorous  exactions  wer^  not  deemed  to  be  sufficient 
atonement  for  the  offences  of  the  ^itiswhs.  On  pretence  of  a  threat* 
ened  invasion  by  the  English  ftotn  the  sea,  an  order  was  issued  by 
the  tahk  of  the  nobility,  to  bJiock  up  the  harbour,  by  sinking  ships 
and  other  craft  upon  the  bar.  Hiia  waa  fortunately  prevented,  by  a 
representation  to  the  tables  and  the  Conductors  of  their  array,  from 
the  principal  barons  of  the  ocnmty,  and  the  citiaens,  pointing  out  the 
fatal  consequences  whidti  would  Infafiibly  arise  from  such  an  opera- 
tion, and  the  little  benefit  which  their  cause  could  derive  from  it. :{: 

Montrose, 


*  It  appe^s  from  the  treasury  accents  for  IdSQj  that  th^  whole  money  w«9  y^d  hjr  tkff 
treasurer. 

t  Council  Register^  voL  lii.  p.  464,  et  seq.— Spalding,  vol.  i.  p.  158. 

X  This  representation  being  signed  by  many  of  the  ancient  barons  of  the  county,  a  copy  of  it  is 
annexed :«-''  We,  nobillmen,  barones,  and  gentrie,  of  the  sdiirrefdome  of  Aberdein,  and  inhabitantis 
of  the  buighe  of  Aberdeine,  under  subscry  wand,  humblie  means  and  schaws  unto  yo^  Lordschipes, 
vay  Lords  general],  and  remanent  nobilitie  of  this  present  anais^  Igand  al  Aim^fSm,  'Wns  J^ 
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Montrose,  having  so  fat  accomplighed  the  Objects  which  he  had  ih  a.d.  1639. 
vieir,  and  reduced  the  citizens  to  the  lowest  conditioni  marched  with 
his  army  to  the  north,  in  order  to  subdue  the  loyalists  there.  He  had 
advanced  as  fkr  as  the  castle  of  Oight,  when  intelligence  was  brought 
to  him,  that  some  ships  had  come  into  the  bay  of  Aberdeen,  having 
on  board  the  Viscount  of  Aboyne,  the  Earl  of  Glencaim,  aild  others 
of  that  party,  with  military  stores,  frotii  England.  He  immediately 
returned  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  arrived  on  the  Sd  of  June ;  but  such 
was  the  rapidity  of  his  movements,  that  he  evacuated  the  town  upon 
the  5th,  marched  into  Angus,  and  there  dispersed  his  army.* 

On  the  6th  June,  the  Viscount  of  Aboyne  and  the  other  loyalists 
landed  from  the  transports,  and  published  the  king's  proclamation, 

£  e  2  dated 


Lorthciut>e»  fatt  tfppomtit  the  harbour  cf  the  burghe  dt  Aberdeine  to  be  blakit  and  dosit  ttp,  and, 
for  that  effect,  ahipes  to  be  sunkin  in  the  mouth  tfaairof,  for  staying  the  arrivall  of  anie  shipes  er 
fiiett  withlfl  ttke  ^d  faarbdiir,  iA  tyme  COUdng.  AM  We,  ittet  matiire  delibtiradon,  connddering 
fhflt  albdt  the  imA  ha^boitf  wet  bkkit  up  and  Aomt,  yit  the  dctaing  tip  tfaaiHrif  will  nowAyefl  awaffl 
aor  oondttoe  Uf  the  ateiniig  and  hiddering  of  th^  afrivai  of  lAeh  in  any  pioi  of  the  aands  betwutt  Ae 
aaid  haibonr  and  the  toime  of  Newbnighey  being  tudff  my  lies  of  bounds;  in  any  part  of  the  wUoh 
fwundsy  and  in  the  beyis  ihairabout,  men  may  hn  landit  out  of  stupes  als  easilie  and  cdmodiottslie  as 
^  the  said  bAifboor  was  hot  dosit  up  «t  aD ;  atid  hafanety  nelr,  kk  the  time  of  sefier,  and  fine 
weather ;  iialhte  is  it  pdMiUe  fhati  any  ^reat  shipped  of  buidene  ossi  criter  that  faerberis^  nor  utherie 
entering  can  saiflie  ly  within  the  same,  flesyids,  that  the  blocking  and  dosing  up  of  the  said  har« 
tbour  wi&  be  a  perpetuaQ  wrack,  not  onlie  to  the  said  totoe  of  Aberdene,  and  ixdiabitantis  thairof^ 
he  dtayiDg  ot  ibA  ttad  and  caiterce  be  Bek,  atawl  destroying  ahd  thMttAng  dt  thait  sdboacmnd  fidi- 
ImesondieWatlttQfDie,  to  the  ntine  aad  owerJArtrw  of  thdr  toune  hi  met.  biwhieh  eonslde* 
rationes  theis  ar  humblie  to  suppHoKt^  &c.  And  we,  the  said  noMUmen,  banoiiesi  and  gentrie,  of 
the  schitrefdome  of  Aberdeine,  and  inhabitantis  of  tlie  teicl  burghe,  do  heerby  bind  alid  obleis  us 
ebA  oate  tacoessbuts,  to  contribute  axa  beirt  eudeavdrires,  witb  the  hazard  of  oure  l^ves  and  for« 
tioM,  toii^Uie  WhrdabdliAiiligoftfiy  sUpesof  ittett^  or«l  any  part  be. 

twist  the  watieris  of  Dee  and  Drniei  and  to  Stand  ingaigeit  lobeans^rti>il  to  the  cufttrfe  for  yo^  not 
perfonnanci  of  the  said  article,  to  be  comptabill  for  quhat  prejudice  or  inconvenient  may  result 
ilpon  tbk  cfibfi  tind  Uhgdodie  thAirby^^At  Aberdeine,  the  penult  day  of  May,  1659/' 

TtwBXX  Robert  For'Bes  R.  ^arq^sone  of  Invercauld 

A.  BtineMA  ef  EMdt  A.  PoAes  Robert  Oatdyne  of  tfllyfioskie 

Aleii.  StrifiAan  «f  GUnkhidie  J.  lUonaay  A.  Forbes  of  Edit 

Patridi  Straqiihan  J.  Forbes  of  LesUe        W.  Forbes  of  Tillieburie 

Jo.  forbes  Tho.  Forbes  J.  Meldrum 

Ihnican  Forbes  of  Camphdl  W.  Forbes  Ja.  Skene,  of  that  Ilk 

Johne  Leslie,  yo^,  of  Pitkeppd  Th.  Crombie  Alex.  Burnett  of  Leyis,  younger 

Mr.  Jo.  Forties  Mcsiymusk  T.  Erskyne  of 

*  Spalding,  toL  i  p.  167. 
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A.D.  1639.  dated  at  York,  the  25th  April,  requiring  all  his  subjects  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  return  to  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  his  Majesty ; 
at  the  same  time,  promising  them  a  free  pardon  for  all  past  offences. 
At  this  time,  Aboyne,  as  his  Majesty's  lieutenant  in  the  north,  had 

•  in  view  to  co-operate  with  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  who  commanded 
the  Enghsh  fleet  in  the  Forth,  and  was  in  expectation  of  receiving 
from  him  SOOO  men ;  but  in  this  he  was  disappointed.  Lewis  Gordon, 
the  Viscount's  brother,  however,  having  intelligence  of  his  arrival,  as- 
sembled a  body  of  1000  men,  whom  he  had  hastily  collected  in  the 
north,  and  with  these,  and  four  field  pieces,  joined  his  brother  at  Aber- 
deen.  This  army  was  soon  augmented  to  4000  men,  by  levies  of  the 
barons  and  gentry,  who  had  remained  loyal  to  the  king,  and  by  many 
who  had  formerly  embraced  the  covenant.  On  the  14th,  the  citizens 
were  summoned  to  join  this  army,  properly  armed,  under  the  pain  of 
death.  They  were  also  required  to  provide  free  quarters  for  400  foot 
and  200  horse,  for  the  space  of  fifteen  days  ;  or  to  pay,  daily,  in  lieu 
thereof,  6s.  for  each  foot  soldier,  and  15s.  for  each  horseman* 
They  so  far  acquiesced  in   this,  by  agreeing  to  contribute  1000 

•  dollars,  by  way  of  loan  to  his  Lordship,  for  the  service  of  his  army.* 
Aboyne,  now  finding  himself  in  a  posture  to  contend  with  the  cove- 
nanters, marched  from  the  town  towards  Stonehaven,  with  an  inten- 

.  tion  of  enforcing  obedience  to  the  king's  proclamation ;  but  intelli*- 
gence  of  his  approach  being  brought  to  Montrose  and  Marischal^ 
then  at  Dunnotter,  they  prepared  to  meet  him,  with  a  body  of  2000 
horse  and  foot,  which  they  had  hastily  collected.  With  this  force 
they  opposed  him  at  Megray  hill ;  prevented  his  further  progress  ; 
and,  after  some  fighting,  obliged  him  to  retreat,  in  great  disorder,  to- 
wards Aberdeen.  They  pursued  his  flying  army  for  some  time,  and, 
on  the  18th,  they  advanced  to  the  bridge  of  Dee,  which,  they  found, 
had  been  strongly  fortified  with  four  field  pieces,  and  occupied  by  four 
companies  of  foot,  from  the  town.  Being  unable  to  force  the  bridge, 
Montrose  next  day  made  a  feint  to  cross  the  river  with  his^  cavabry,  a 
little  above  it,  which  induced  Aboyne  to  draw  off*  his  horse  and  part 
of  the  foot,  in  order  to  prevent  his  passage  of  the  river.  The  de- 
fence 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  lix.  p.  470^  et  seq. 
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fence  of  the  bridge  being,  by  these  means,  weakened,  it  was  carried  a.d.  1639. 
by  the  covenanters;  who  took  the  four  field  pieces,  and  killed  four  of 
the  citizens  who  defended  it.    Aboyne  and  his  troops  having  im- 
mediately fled  in  different  directions,  Montrose  closely  pursued,  and 
put  many  of  them  to  the  sword. 

The  town  now  became  an  easy  conquest  to  the  victors,  who  en- 
tered it  without  resistance,  and  threatened  to  set  it  on  fire.  The  citi- 
zens, struck  with  consternation  and  dismay,  and  dreading  the  ene- 
my's severity,  which  they  had  experienced  on  former  occasions,  fled 
from  the  town,  with  their  wives  and  families,  uncertain  where  to  go. 
It  was  given  up  to  pillage ;  but  the  magistrates  interceded  with  the 
leaders  of  the  army,  and  agreed  to  pay  a  contribution  of  7000  merks,* 
to  be  distributed  among  the  soldiers,  to  prevent  further  ravages.  Be- 
fore, however,  the  treaty  was  concluded,  many  acts  of  plunder  had 
been  committed ;  and  forty-eight  of  the  principal  citizens,  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  action,  were  bound  with  cords,  and  committed 
to  prison,  f  In  a  few  days  afterwards,  a  letter  was  transmitted  from 
the  king,  addressed  to  the  magistrates,:]:  communicating  the  agreeable 
intelligence  of  a  negociation  for  peace  having  taken  place  at  Berwick. 
Montrose  thereupon  evacuated  the  town  with  his  army,  and  marched 
southwards ;  by  which  means  the  citizens  were  relieved^  for  a  whiles 
from  the  hardships  and  calamities  of  wan 

•  ■  * 

Thomas  Gray  and  Patrick  Chalmers  were  sent,  as  delegates  June  28. 
from  the  town,  to  Charles,  then  at  Berwick,  to  represent  to  him 
the  many  distresses  and  losses  which  the  citizens  had  suffered,  on 
his  Majesty's  account,  from  the  armies  of  the  covenanters,  and  the 

great 


*  The  money  was  paid  to  the  Earl  Marischal;  and,  being  borrowed  by  the  treasurer  from  indi« 
viduals,  the  dtisens  agreed  to  be  aasesaed  for  its  repayment — ^Council  Beg^Ur,  vol.  lii.  p.  479*] 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  Hi.  p.  477— Gordon's  History,  vol.  ii.  p.  803. 

X  ''  Charlks  R.«^Tru8ty  and  well  beloved.  Wee  greete  you  weU.  Haveing  fuUy  understood  of 
yo^  constant  afieccon  to  o^  service,  and  sufferings  for  the  same,  wee  give  you  harty  thanks ;  and, 
as  heretofore  wee  have  written,  wee  will  not  be  unmyndiull  thereof:  but  o^  subjects  who  had  o& 
fended  us  having,  at  this  tyme,  given  us  sattisfiicc^n,  accepting  of  that  which  propounded  unto 
them,  wee  have  thought  it  fitt  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  to  the  end  you  doe  not  proceed  in  any 
thing  touching  hostility,  but  that  you  setle  yo^  town  in  a  peaceable  way :  And  so  wee  bid  you  har« 
tily  farewell,  bom  ^  Roiall  Camp,  at  the  Bricks,  the  18th  of  July,  1639." 


S14  JkNXAtS  OF  ABEBDBEir. 

A.D.  1639.  great  load  of  public  debt*  whkh  the  town  bad  inCUn'ed  during  the 
war^  in  expectation  of  receiving  some  competition  for  these  inju- 
ries* The  king  received  them  graciously^  and  gave  them  his  assu- 
rance that  he  should  not  be  unmindful  of  the  sufferings  of  the  citi- 
zens;  at  the  same  time  promising^  that^  as  soon  as  it  was  in  his 
power,  reparation  should  be  made  to  them  for  their  losses,  f  But, 
indeed,  at  this  time,  Charles  himself  was  in  a  very  distressed  situa- 
tion, and  surrounded  by  so  many  difficulties,  that  whatever  pro- 
mises of  relief  he  may  have  made  to  his  loyal  subjects,  he  was  unable 
to  fulfil. 

From  the  sudden  pacification  which  the  king  had  concluded  at 
Berwick^  no  good  was  likely  to  arise.  It  had  been  extorted  by  pre- 
sent necessity,  and,  therefore,  was  of  short  duration*  Indeed,  neither 
party  seemed  to  be  serious  in  the  observance  of  it,  and  there  were 
only  wanting  an  opportunity  to  break  ity  and  a  sli^t  pretence  for 
the  renewal  of  hostilities.  The  situation  of  his  affairs,  and  the  want 
of  money,  obliged  bim  to  disband  his  army }  but  the  covenanters 
had  condttded^  thaty  as  the  treaty  was  inconsideratei  so  it  was  probable 
that  they  idiould  soon  have  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  arms.  They 
were,  therefore,  so  provident^  hi  disbanding  their  troops^  as  to  enjain 
the  officers  to  hold  themselves  prepared,  on  a  moment's  notice^  when 
their  services  were  required.  Many  of  these  were  their  countiymen, 
who  had  served  in  the  armies  on  the  continent,  and  resigned  their 
rank  and  emoluments,  in  order  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  covenan- 

terSy 


liMite 


*  The  town's  public  debt,  incurred  by  the  war,  was,  at  'Mit^hm^^m^A^  iSsg,  as  follows  :-— 

To  the  fiinds  appropriated  to  benevolent  purpoaeSj  under  the  managemeiit  of  the  £.  #•  d. 
Magistrates  and  Council,  paid  to  the  armies  of  the  Covenanters,  to  relieve 

flief  dtiiem                 .                      .                      .                     .  5dAS  IS  4 

...  money  borrowed  by  Hhe  Tretisttfer  flom  prftsste  ^idirldoab,  mi  jfidd m(riy 

by  him  in  the  same  maner        *                     0                     ^t                    y  )1S#7  19  4 

...  the  Dean  of  Guild,  advanocd  by  him        •                       .                       «  SOIS  5  0 

...  the  Treasurer,  ^per-eipended  by  him                    m                     .  707  IS  11 

Ia19954    S    7 

CkHMctf  JtifiiMr,  eoi  in  p.  «i. 
t  Coufidl  S^fister,  vol  iii.  p.  %S0.  4^6. 
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ters,  And  serve  in  their  armies.    A  lieutenant-colonel  and  twelve  a.d.  lesg. 
other   officers  vere  allotted  to  the  town  and  county   of  Aber- 
deen, and  retained  on  pay,  at  the  rate  of  L.501  6s.  8d.  monthly,* 
from  the  1st  of  December  to  the  spring  of  the  ensuing  year. 

!5f  eanwhile  the  covenanters  preserved  the  ascendency  which  they 
hsd  acquired  over  the  nation ;  and  some  circumstances  soon  occur- 
red which  occasioned  the  war  to  be  renewed,  with  advantages  on 
their  side,  and  disadvantages  on  that  of  the  king :  but,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  autumn,  and  through  the  winter,  matters  continued 
in  a  tolerable  state  of  tranquillity. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  covenanters  began  to  make  the  164a. 
most  ample  preparations  for  the  ensuing  contest  A  committee  of 
estates  was  appointed  to  superintend  the  operations  of  war ;  and  a 
tenth  of  yearly  income,  arising  from  rents,  trade,  or  otherwise,  was 
uni>osed,  as  an  assessment,  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  But,  as  par- 
liament had  not  given  its  sanction  to  this  last  measure,  a  general  bond 
was  framed,  by  the  committee  of  the  tables,  and  ordered  to  be  signed 
by  the  people,  agreeing  to  pay  this  assessment,  and  to  relieve  the  con- 
ductors of  the  warlike  preparations,  of  their  engagements.  It  was 
transmitted  to  the  magistrates,  with  instructions,  not  only  for  its  due 
execution,  but  for  levying  the  tax  from  the  citizens  without  delay. 
In  the  same  manner,  a  requisition  was  ma^  soon  after,  by  the  Earl 
Mariscfaal,  and  other  leaders  of  the  covenanters,  of  all  silver  and  gold 
work,  and  coined  nK»ey,  belonging  to  the  citizens,  in  order  that 
these  might  be  delivered  to  the  receiver-general,  and  coined  for  the 
public  setviee.    Fct  this  plate  sufficient  securiiy  was  to  be  given  to  the 

owners, 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Geo.  Forbes 
Caftain  Geoi^  M'Kenzie 
-"  George  Forbes     - 

■  John  Forbes 
Lieutenant  Robert  Lunuden 

■  WiKam  Forbes 
Ensign  James  Cruickshank 
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AiD.  1640.  owners,  at  the  rate  of  L.3  for  each  ounce  of  the  silver,  and  L.—  for 
each  ounce  of  the  gold ;  to  be  paid  to  the  owners  within  a  year. 
These  impositions  were  ordered  to  be  enforced,  under  the  pain  of 
confiscation  of  moveables.* 

May  88.  At  this  time,  a  muster  being  made  of  the  citizens  fit  to  bear  arms, 
they  were  found  to  amount  only  to  260 ;  but  many  loyalists  had  left 
the  town.  They  were  required  to  march,  under  arms,  to  the  bridge 
of  Dee,  where  they  were  to  meet  the  Earl  Marischal  and  Major-Ge- 
neral  Bobert  Monro,  with  a  body  of  men  consisting  of  800  horse  and 
foot,  on  its  march  for  defence  of  the  town.  No  sooner  had  they 
taken  possession  of  it,  than  the  magistratss  were  compelled  to  accede 
to  certain  articles,  which  were  proposed  by  Monro,  for  supplying  his 
troops  with  bread,  beer,  shoes,  linen,  and  camp  necessaries ;  and  for 
furnishing  arms,  and  other  military  stores,  for  the  public  service ;  all 
at  the  expense  of  the  community.  In  the  month  of  August  a  com* 
pany  of  120  foot  was  raised  by  the  town,  and  put  imder  the  command 
of  Robert  Keith,  brother  of  the  Earl  Marischal.  f  Thiai  quota  of 
men  marched  to  join  the  expedition  which  had  been  sent  into  Eng- 
land, under  General  Leslie. 

While  Monro  remained  in  the  town,  his  army  ravaged  and  pil- 
laged the  country,  and  very  much  oppressed  all  those  who  were  sus- 
pected of  favouring  the  king ;  but,  upon  the  12th  of  September,  he 
marched  southward ;  by  which  means  the  citizens  were  relieved  from 
those  distresses  to  which  they  had  been  exposed  while  his  army  was 
quartered  upon  them.  It  was,  however,  soon  replaced  by  a  small 
body  of  men,  imder  the  command  of  Lord  Sinclair,  who  was  in  the 
service  of  the  covenanters.  He  was  more  moderate  in  his  exactions 
than  Monro,  for  he  agreed  to  pay  the  inhabitants  for  their  lodging 
and  entertainment ;  but  his  troops  made  up  for  this,  by  pillaging  the 
country  in  the  neighbourhood,  without  respect  or  discrimination  of 
persons.  This  body  of  men  remained  as  a  garrison  in  the  town  till 
February,  164S,  when  it  marched  for  Ireland.  X 

In 
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During  these  civil  contentions,  such  was  the  situation  of  Aber-  A.D.  i64o. 
deen.  At  one  time,  the  inhabitants  were  subjected  to  the  calami- 
ties  of  war ;  at  another,  they  were  exposed  to  the  arbitrary  exactions 
and  impositions  of  the  conductors  of  contending  armies,  until  these 
had  become  intolerable :  but,  in  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  nation, 
every  consideration  was  sacrificed  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  fac- 
tion. The  people  were  improtected  by  any  civil  power,  or  any  re- 
gular government,  and  knew  no  authority  but  that  which  domi- 
neered over  them  at  the  time. 

After  the  treaty  which  had  been  concluded  at  Bippon  between  1641. 
the  English  and  Scottish  commissioners,  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom 
remained,  for  some  time,  in  a  state  of  tranquillity.  Charles  repaired 
to  Edinburgh,  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  in  order  to  establish  the 
peace  of  Scotland,  for  which  he  was  extremely  anxious,  and  conferred 
honours  and  bestowed  preferments,  indiscriminately,  on  those  who 
had  been  most  zealous  in  his  service,  and  on  those  who  had  been  the 
most  strenuous  opposers  of  his  measures.  By  these  means  he  lost 
his  best  friends,  without  making  any  favourable  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  his  enemies ;  and  the  concessions  which  he  had  granted  to 
Scotland  did  not  tend  much  to  his  advantage,  nor  did  these  conciliate 
the  minds  of  the  people. 

About  this  time^  the  civil  war  broke  out  in  England;  and,  al-  i64S. 
though  the  army  of  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  had  suffered  de- 
feats, yet  the  affairs  of  the  king  made  no  favourable  progress,  and  soon 
became  in  a  manner  hopeless.  *   The  convention  of  estates  of  Scotland 

r  f  having 


*  In  the  interval  between  the  two  campaigns,  what  the  king  waa  at  Oxford,  he  addressed  the 
magistrates  of  Aberdeen  by  the  following  letter :— - 

<'  Charlss  IL-^Trastie  and  weil  bebved,  we  greet  you  welL  Since  nothing  on  earth  can  be 
moir  dear  unto  us  than  the  preservation  of  the  affection  of  our  people,  and,  amongst  them,  non 
more  than  of  these  our  native  kingdom^  which,  as  the  long  and  uninterrupted  government  of  us  and 
our  predecessors  over  them  doth  give  us  just  reason,  in  a  mair  near  and  spedall  maner,  to  challange 
from  them;  so  may  they  justly  expect  a  particular  tenderness  from  us,  in  everie  thing  which  may 
contribute  to  their  happiness.  Bot  knowing  what  Industrie  is  used  by  scattering  seditious  pamphlets, 
and  employing  private  agents,  and  instruments,  to  give  bad  impressions  of  us  and  our  proceedings, 
and,  under  pretence  of  a  danger  to  religion  and  government,  to  corrupt  y'  fidelitie  and  affection,  and 
to  ciigage  them  in  an  mqast  quanel  against  us  their  king;  we  cannot,  theizfoir,  bot  endeavour  to 
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A.D.  1648.  having  resolved  to  support  the  common  cause,  by  forming  an  union 
with  the  parliament  of  England,  a  negociation  was  speedily  con- 
cluded, and  a  new  covenant  was  framed  at  EdinbuTgh,  in  the  name 
of  the  people  of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland,  which  was  called 
^  Thb  soLEMi^  LieAGUs  akh  Covenant/'  By  this  deed  the  sub- 
scribers became  bound  for  the  mutual  defence  of  each  other  against 
all  who  might  oppose  them,  to  extirpate  popery,  abolish  prelacy,  and 
to  preserve  the  reformed  religion,  as  established  by  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, ^'  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  example  of  the  purest 
churches/*  In  order  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour,  an  army  of 
20,000  men  was  voted  by  the  convention  o£  estates,  and  sent  into 
England,  under  the  command  of  General  Leslie,  who  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  Charles  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of  Leven.  Hostilities  com- 
1644.  menced  in  England  betwixt  the  royal  army  and  that  of  the  parlia- 
ment, in  different  quarters ;  and  orders  were  issued,  conmianding  the 
military  services  of  every  person,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  sixty 
years,  fit  to  bear  arms«  Certain  sums  of  money  and  quotas  of  men 
were  apportioned  upon  the  several  counties  and  the  royal  bo- 
roughs, for  augmenting  the  armies,  and  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  Aberdeen  fitted  out,  as  its  quota,  for  the  army  in  £ng« 
land,  a  company  of  ISO  men,  at  the  expence  of  the  treasury,  properly 

equipped. 


remove  those  jealousies^  and  secure  their  fears  firome  all  possibOitie  of  any  banrd  of  either  of  thea* 
from'us*  We  have,  theirfoir^  thought  fitt  to  require  you  to  call  togidder  your  fellow  burgesses^ 
and  such  othets  as  have  aiiy  deptfftdaiice  ttpm  j<m,  and,  in  our  tiamea,  shew  them  our  wilH^piesft 
to  give  all  assurance  they  can  desire,  or  we  posiibly  grant,  (if  more  can  be  given  than  already  is,) 
of  preserving  inviolablie  all  those  graces  and  &vours  which  we  have  of  lait  granted  to  that  our 
kingdome ;  and  that  we  faithfully  promise  never  to  go  to  the  oontrair  of  any  thing  their  esta- 
blished, either  in  the  ecclesiastical  or  civfl  government,  bot  that  we  will  inviolablie  keep  the  same, 
according  to  the  laws  of  that  our  kingdome;  and  we  wish  Grod  to  Mis  our  proceedings  and  poa« 
teritie.  We  hope  this  will  give  so  full  satisfaction  to  all  who  saU  hear  of  this  our  solemn  protesta- 
tion, that  no  such  persons  as  studie  division,  or  got  about  tb  weaken  the  confidence  betwixt  ua 
and  OUT  people,  and  justlie  deserve  the  name  and  prniisfament  of  inottidtfitay  uXi  be  sheltred 
from  the  hand  of  justice ;  and  all  such  Others  as  sail  endeatrOiir  peace  «nd  unfty,  luid  obedience  to  ua 
and  our  laws,  may  expect  that  protection  and  ^crease  of  &VOttr  fh>fli  us  which  their  fldelltfe  de« 
serves.  So,  expecting  y^  care  heirof,  we  bid  you  heaHlie  farWell,  ftom  oikr  Coufl  At  Oxfbrd,  the 
gist  April,  1643." 

**  To  our  trtutie  and  well  beloved,  the  Prtnost,  BaUUcs,  and  Counsdl  of  our  town  ^Aberdeen.'* 

Cnmetl  S^gitlmr,  inHiLf.19^ 
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equipped,  under  Captain  John  Strachan;*  the  citizens  were  trained 
to  arms ;  and  the  town  was  put  in  a  posture  of  defence. 

The  Marquis  of  Huntly  and  Sir  John  Gordon  of  Haddo,  who  had 
invariably  adhered  to  the  interest  of  Charles,  made  considerable  pre- 
parations for  commencing  hostilities  against  the  covenanters,  by  col- 
lecting and  arming  a  body  of  men  from  their  vassals  and  dependents. 
Among  the  first  of  their  warhke  enterprises,  they  dispatched  about 
100  horse  to  the  town,  where  they  seized,  and  carried  off  as  their 
prisoners,  Patrick  Leslie,  the  provost ;  Robert  Farquhar  and  Alex- 
ander Jaffray,  two  of  the  baillies  ;  and  John  Jaffray,  dean  of  guild ; 
who  were  disaffected  to  their  cause.  They  were  detained  for  some 
time  at  Strathbogie,  and  afterwards  at  Auchindown ;  but,  not  long 
after,  they  effected  their  liberty,  and  returned  to  Aberdeen.  Soon 
after,  the  Marquis  having  notified  to  the  magistrates  his  inten- 
tion of  occupying  the  town  with  his  army,  which  was  now  on  its 
march,  a  deputation  was  sent  to  his  Lordship,  at  Laverury,  to  ascer* 
tain  his  designs  towards  the  citizensJ  He  received  the  deputies  on 
good  term^  and  pledged  his  word  that  none  of  them  should  be 
pressed  in  their  consciences,  nor  molested  or  troubled  in  their 
persons  oir  property.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he  advanced  a  de- 
tachment of  his  army,  consisting  of  dOO  horse,  and  the  same  number 
of  foot,  with  which  he  took  possession  of  the  town,  on  the  28th 
March ;  and,  in  a  few  days  after,  the  remainder  of  his  army  followed. 
He  required  the  citizens  immediately  to  accede  to  one  of  the  three 
following  propositions : — 1st  That  the  roll  of  the  assessment  of  taxes 
should  be  delivered  up  to  him,  along  With  payment  of  the  money 
which  had  been  assessed.  2d.  That  a  contribution  should  be  made 
by  the  citizens  for  the  support  of  his  army.  Sd.  That  his  army  in 
the  town,  at  Inverury,  and  in  other  places,  should  have  free  quarters,  f 
In  vwn  did  they  remonstrate  against  these  requisitions,  as  being  ineon* 

r  f  Z  sistent 


•  The 
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he  company  had  three  colours  of  taSety,  and  was  provided  with  221  lib.  of  grunpowder  and 
..»».«Jtieii ;  Imad  to  the  value  of  LSl^  Each  man  received  a  suit  of  clothes,  two  shirts,  with  a 
nnulcA  and  sword.  The  dailj  pay  of  each  soldier  was  6s.;  and  every  twelve  were  allowed  a  bag« 
gage  horse.    Ilieir  enlisting  money  was  ten  dollars  eacL-^GwiUiy  Accounts.^ 

t  Council  B^gister>  voL  liL  p.  829*  yoL  liiL  p.  1201. 
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A.D.  1644.  sis  tent  with  his  Lordship's  promises ;  and  equally  in  vain  did  they 
implore  him  to  abate  his  demands,  on  account  of  their  inability  to 
comply  with  them.  They  were  obliged  to  submit,  but  not  without 
expressing  their  indignant  feelings  on  the  occasion.  He  disarmed 
them  without  delay,  and  seized  four  pieces  of  ordnance  which  were 
found  on  board  a  ship  in  the  harbour.  Afterwards,  he  published  a 
manifesto,  complaining  of  the  severity  of  the  committee  of  estates, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  orders  which  they  had  issued  for  seiz- 
ing his  person  and  property;  at  the  same  time,  declaring  the  motives 
which  had  actuated  him  to  take  arms  against  them.  On  intelli«« 
gence,  however,  being  brought  of  the  approach  of  the  army  of  the 
covenanters,  he  took  his  departure  upon  the  80th  of  April,  and  re- 
treated to  Auchindown. 

May  2.  No  sooucr  had  Huntly  evacuated  the  town,  than  it  was  occupied 
by  the  army  of  the  covenanters,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis 
of  Argyle,  the  Earl  Marischal,  and  other  noblemen.  This  army  con- 
sisted of  6000  horse  and  foot,  and  was  composed  of  Highlanders, 
Lowlanders,  and  Irish,  bearing  on  their  standards  the  inscription 
"  For  the  Covenant^  Religion^  the  Cromrij  and  Kingdom.*'  They  lived  at 
free  quarters  upon  the  citizens;  who  were,  at  the  same  time,  compelled 
to  submit  to  a  contribution  imposed  upon  them  by  the  committee  of 
estates,  for  the  charge  of  supplies  to  the  northern  army,  the  Scottish 
army  in  England,  and  the  Irish  army;  and  very  heavy  sums  were 
exacted  from  them  for  these  and  other  such  purposes.  Argyle's  army, 
however,  did  not  remain  long  in  the  town ;  for,  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards, it  marched  northward,  leaving  only  a  ^rri^on  behind,  under 
^  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Kinghom,  who  was  aj^inted  gover- 
nor a  second  time.  The  greater  part  of  the  citizens  had,  by  this  time, 
embraced  the  covenant,  from  principle,  or  acceded  to  it  by  compul- 
sion ;  and  they  had  now  become  as  warm  supporters  of  it  as  they  had 
formerly  been  zealous  in  the  service  of  the  king. 

Montrose,  who,  at  the  commencement  of  these  civil  commotions,, 
had  been  greatly  attached  to  the  interest  of  the  covenanters,  now  de- 
voted himself  to  the  service  of  the  king,  and  was  rewarded  with  the 
dignity  of  Marquis.  After  some  unsuccessful  attempts,  he  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  1500  Irish  auxiliaries^  who  had  landed  on  the 

north- 
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north-west  coast  of  Scotland ;  and,  although  very  ill  appointed,  had  a.d.  1644. 
penetrated  into  Athol,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  highlanders, 
and  by  many  others,  who  had  deserted  the  cause  of  the  covenanters. 
This  smaU  army,  being  now  augmented  to  about  3000  men,  Montrose 
hastened  to  immediate  action,  as  Argyle  was  behind  him  in  pursuit  of 
the  Irish.  He  advanced  to  Perth,  where  Lord  Elcho  was  stationed, 
with  an  army  of  6600  horse  and  foot ;  and,  although  inferior  in  num- 
ber, and  totally  unprovided  with  horse,  obtained  a  complete  victory 
over  him.  The  Marquis,  being  joined  by  many  loyalists,  accelerated 
his  progress  to  Aberdeen,  in  order  to  rouse  Huntly  and  the  Gordons, 
who  had  often  manifested  their  zeal  for  the  king,  but  had  been  sup- 
pressed by  the  superior  forces  of  the  covenanters,  and  prevented  from 
making  any  great  exertions  in  his  favour.  On  intelligence  of  his  ap- 
proach, Lord  Burleigh,  who  was  in  the  command  at  Aberdeen,  pre- 
pared to  meet  him,  with  an  army  of  SOOO  horse  and  foot,  which  he 
had  collected  there. 

Montrose,  on  his  advance  northwards,  forded  the  Dee  at  Mills 
of  Drum,  about  ten  miles  above  the  town,  on  Wednesday  the  11th 
September,  and  encamped  at  Crathes.  On  the  same  day  Lord  Bur- 
leigh marched  out  his  army  to  the  two-mile  cross,  on  the  west  of  the 
town,  where  he  remained  till  the  following  day,  having  returned  in 
the  evening,  without  meeting  the  enemy.  Montrose,  immediately 
after,  encamped  his  army  there,  and  next  morning  dispatched  a 
flag  of  truce,  accompanied  by  a  drummer,  with  a  letter  to  the  magis- 
trates, summoning  them  to  surrender  the  town  to  his  arms.  After 
some  consultation  with  Lord  Burleigh,  Viscount  Frendraught,  and 
the  other  chiefs  of  that  party,  they  dismissed  the  flag,  with  an  an- 
swer, refusing  to  surrender ;  but  while  the  drummer  was  returning, 
he  was  unfortunately  killed  in  the  Green,  either  by  accident  or  by 
design.*  This,  so  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  war- 
fare, could  not  fail  to  exasperate  Montrose.  He  immediately  put 
his  troops  in  motion,  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  take  the  town  by  as- 
sault.   Burleigh  marched,  about  1 1  o'clock  before  noon^  along  with  a 

considerable 


•  The  magifltrates  presented  to  the  drummer  a  piece  of  money  of  I/.6  ISs.  4d.  which  is  stated  in 
the  treasury  accounts  of  that  year. 
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A.D.  1644.  considerable  body  of  the  eitizenSi  in  arms,  in  order  to  give  him  battle ; 
but  a  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain  toming  on  from  the  south-west, 
Sept.  15.  disconcerted  his  troops,  by  beating  in  their  front.  The  conflict  com« 
menced  on  the  road^  near  the  Crabestone,  and  on  the  irregular 
ground  betwixt  it  and  the  Justice  Mills ;  and  continued  about  two 
hours.  It  was  sanguinary,  and  the  fate  of  the  town  was  soon  de* 
cided.  Montrose,  by  means^  of  the  superior  manceuvring  of  his  ca- 
valry, and  the  advantages  of  his  position,  obtained  a  complete  victory 
over  the  covenanters,  who  precipitately  fled  in  different  directions^ 
leaving  many  of  their  friends  dead  and  wounded  in  the  field  He 
closely  pursued  the  vanquished  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  which  he 
entered,  and  renewed  the  slaughter,  putting  to  the  sword,  Without 
distinction,  every  person  whom  he  found  upon  the  streets.  The  un- 
fortunate citisens,  who  had  so  often  experienced  his  oppressions  for 
their  loyalty  to  the  king,  were  now  exposed  to  unrestrained  massacre 
and  pillage  by  the  rapacious  Irish.  The  prison  was  broke  ox)en^ 
and  the  prisoners  set  at  liberty;  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants 
were  no  protection  from  the  rage  of  the  infuriate  soldiers,  who  first 
stripped,  and  then  put  to  death  many  of  the  people ;  the  women 
durst  not  bewail  their  husbands  or  their  fathers,  nor  inter  the  dead, 
who  remained  unburied  on  the  streets  for  three  days,  till  the  Irish 
departed.  In  this  disastrous  affair,  upwards  of  160  of  the  citizens 
fell  in  the  battle,  or  were  killed  in  the  pursuit,  and  within  the  town. 
Among  these  were  several  respectable  citizens,  whose  loss  was  deeply 
lamented  by  their  friends  and  connections  for  many  years  after- 
wards ;  and  the  event  was  long  commemorated  by  the  succeeding 

generations.* 

The 


*  This  memorable  event  is  recorded  in  the  CooncO  Register  in  the  following  terms :— "  It  is  to 
be  remembered^  bat  never  without  regret,  the  great  and  heavy  prejudice  and  loas  whidi  liiis  bo« 
rough  did  sustain  by  the  crud  and  bloody  fight  and  coniight  which  was  foug^V  twisrt  the  Crab* 
stone  and  the  Justice  Milns^  upon  the  13th  of  September  instant,  twist  11  before  noon  and  1  after« 
noon,  occasioned  by  the  approaching  of  James,  Marquis  of  Montrose,  with  three  regiments  of 
Irish,  and  of  Athol  moi,  Strathem  men,  and  some  o&ers,  their  adherents.    The  said  James, 

Marquis  of  Montrose,  having  required  the  town  to  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and  having  sent  a  com- 
missioner, with  a  drum,  for  that  effect;  the  magistrates  and  council,  having  consulted  and  advised 
with  Robert  Burleigh ;  James,  Viscount  of  Frendraught ;  Andrew,  Lord  Fraser ;  diverse  barons  of 
this  shire;  and  with  the  commander  of  the  Fife  regiment,  which  was  then  in  aima;  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  town,  and  with  the  foresaid  noblemen,  and  diverse  ready  to  oppoae  and  insist  t&e 
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The  Marquis  of  Montrose,  hovever,  did  not  find  ultimately  any  A.D.  1644. 
important  advantage  resulting  from  this  decisive  victory.  On  the 
subsequent  day  the  main  body  of  his  army  marched  to  Kintore ;  and 
the  remainder  of  his  troops,  consisting  of  the  Irish  auxiliaries,  took 
their  departure  on  the  16th,  their  route  being  towards  the  north. 
No  sooner  had  this  army  evacuated  the  town,  than  it  was  occupied 
by  an  army,  under  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  who  had,  by  this  time, 
been  in  pursuit  of  Montrose.  Lord  Burleigh,  and  the  shattered  re- 
mains of  his  army,  joined  Argyle,  and  their  united  force  consisted  of 
about  6000  horse  and  foot.  They  lived,  as  usual,  at  free  quarters,  and 
despoiled  the  town  and  country  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  every 
tiling  that  was  valuable.  Argyle^  soon  afterwards,  marched  in  pur- 
suit of  Montrose,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  made  any  extraor- 
dinary exertions  to  overtake  him.  After  a  variety  of  movements  by 
these  armies  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  unnecessary  to 
be  detailed,  they  at  length  met,  in  the  beginning  of  February  of  the  1645. 
subsequent  year,  near  Inverlochy,  cm  the  west  coast,  where  Argyle 
was  defeated.  Many  of  his  troops  now  joined  Montrose,  who  re- 
turned to  the  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen,  and  encamped  his  army 
in  the  fields,  about  the  beginning  of  March,  overawing  the  town,  ha- 
rassing the  citizens  for  supplies,*  and  pillaging  and  wasting  the 
country  in  the  course  of  his  desultory  excursicms.  He  afterwards 
took  and  plundered  Dundee,  but  was  at  length  vanquished  by  Ge- 
neral 


enemy  in  coming ;  did  refiiae  to  render  the  town^  and  diflmissed  tfae  commissioner  and  drum,  with 
answer  to  the  said  demand:  but,  as  Ihey  weie  panning  by  the  Fife  regiment,  the  drummer  was  un-p 
happily  killed  by  some  one  or  other  of  the  horsemen  of  our  parties,  as  was  thought  Whereupon 
the  fight  presendy  began ;  and,  after  two  hours  hot  service  or  thereby,  the  said  Fife  regiment,  with 
our  haiU  townsmen,  and  others  of  the  shire,  being  there  for  the  present  oveipowered  by  the  num- 
ber  of  the  enemies,  were  forced  to  tske  the  retreat,  whereby  many  of  the  Fife  regiment  were  kil« 
led ;  and  of  our  townsmen  were  slain,  that  day,  Mr.  Mathew  Lumsdei^  baillie ;  Thomas  Buck^ 
master  of  kirk  work;  ftobert  Leslie,  master  of  hospital;  Mr.  Alexander  and  Robert  Held,  advo- 
cates; Andrew  and  Thomas  Burnetts,  merchants ;  with  many  more,  to  the  number  near  of  eight 
sooi^ :  for  the  enemy,  enterix^g  the  town  immediately,  did  kill  all  old  and  you^g  whom  they  found 
on  the  streets,  among  whom  were  two  of  our  town  officen^  called  GilbeH  Breck  and  Patrick  Kerr. 
They  broke  up  the  prison  house  door,  set  all  warders  and  prisoners  to  liberty,  entered  in  very  many 
houses,  and  plundered  them,  killing  such  men  as  they  found  within.---£Coi«iici7  Register,  vol. 

*  Council  Kegtster,  VoL  Kii.  p.  40.  1014. 
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A.D.  1645.  neral  Leslie,  who  surprised  his  army  at  Philiphaugh,  in  the  Forest, 
where  it  was  completely  routed  by  the  cavalry.  Montrose,  finding  the 
affairs  of  the  king  in  the  most  deplorable  state,  retired  abroad,  where 
he  remained  for  several  years.  After  the  death  of  the  unfortunate 
King  Charles,  he  returned  to  Scotland,  with  a  few  adherents  to  the 
royal  cause ;  made  an  attempt  to  assist  Charles  II.  but  was  baffled  in 
all  his  efforts  to  re-establish  monarchy;  and  betrayed  to  General 
Leslie,  by  a  friend,  to  whose  fidelity  he  had  entrusted  himself.  He 
was  carried  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  suf- 
fered on  the  scaffold,  after  having  submitted  to  many  mdignities. 
One  of  his  dismembered  limbs,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  times, 
was  conveyed  to  Aberdeen,  and  exposed  on  a  pinnacle  over  the 
Justice  port. 

Meanwhile  the  citizens  continued  to  endure  many  hardships  and 
multiplied  distresses,  from  the  several  armies  of  the  covenanters, 
who  lived  upon  them  at  free  quarters,*  and  to  submit  to  their  im- 
positions till  they  were  almost  impoverished.  It  was  in  vain  to  re- 
present their  situation  to  the  conductors  of  these  armies ;  for,  from 
them,  they  had  no  redress  to  expect,  far  less  any  regular  government 
to  look  up  to  for  protection. 

1646.  In  the  month  of  Aprils  this  year,  Major-General  Middleton  ar- 
rived in  the  town,  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  covenan- 
ters, where  he  remained  till  the  month  of  May.  He  marched  north- 
ward, and  left  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hew  Montgomery!  with  four 

troops 


*  In  the  end  of  the  year  1645,  the  Earl  of  Lothian's  r^pment  marched  into  the  town,  and  was 
lodged  at  free  quarters.  Five  hundred  recruits  joined  it ;  and  an  allowance  of  ISs.  weekly  was 
ordered  to  be  advanced  by  the  town  to  each  man.  In  1646,  January  8d,  Viscount  Kenmure  and 
Colonel  Steuart's  regiments,  of  800  foot,  arrived ;  on  the  23d,  six  troops  of  horse  and  one  of  dr»* 
goons,  under  Colonel  Robert  Montgomery,  consisting  of  420  horsemen;  next  day,  1 60  dragoons; 
on  the  4th  February,  twelve  dragoons,  with  ammunition,  from  the  south ;  on  the  SOth  February, 
the  regiment  of  artillery  arrived  in  the  town,  where  it  remained,  at  free  quarters,  till  26th  April : 
on  27th  April,  1646,  four  troops  of  horse,  200  strong,  arrived,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Hew 
Montgomery ;  on  the  15th  June,  six  troops,  200  Strang,  under  Colonel  Blair.— [Coniictf  Register, 
vol.  liiL  p.  12710 

t  Colond  Montgomery,  afterwards  Earl  of  EgUntoun.  He  was  among  the  number  of  those  peers 
who  joined  against  the  lung,  on  the  commencement  of  tbe  civil  war,  in  the  year  1638.    He  had 
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troops  of  horse,  consisting  of  240  in  number,  and  two  regiments  of  a.d.  le^c. 
foot,  of  700  men,  to  defend  the  town.  In  the  absence  of  Middleton, 
the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  and  his  son  James,  now  Earl  of  Aboyne,  had 
collected  an  army  at  Inverury,  composed  of  1500  foot,  and  500 
horse,  with  which  they  formed  a  design  of  surprising  Montgomery. 
On  then*  approach,  they  drew  up  their  army  on  the  north-west  side 
of  the  town,  and  prepared  to  take  it  by  assault.  The  garrison  bravely 
defended  for  sometime,  and  repulsed  two  several  attacks ;  but  some 
houses  having  taken  fire,  and  the  Marquis's  troops  being  led  on  by 
Aboyne,  and  pressing  with  vigour,  Montgomery  was  defeated  and  put 
to  flight,  with  great  loss.*  In  this  action.  Colonel  William  Forbes,  and 
several  barons  of  the  county,  who  were  in  Montgomery's  army,  were 
killed,  and  about  350  taken  prisoners.  The  town  fell  an  easy  conquest 
to  the  Marquis,  who  gave  it  up  to  the  ravages  of  his  army.  The  houses 
and  shops  were,  of  course,  plundered  by  the  victors  of  every  thing 
valuable.  This  was  the  last  battle  fought  at  Aberdeen  during 
the  civil  wars ;  and  although  it  was  a  gallant  enterprise  on  the  part  of 
Huntly,  yet  was  of  very  little  service  in  the  cause  of  his  sovereign. 
He  himself  was  soon  after  seized  by  the  covenanters,  carried  to 
Edinburgh,  and  fell  a  victim,  along  with  many  others,  to  the  seve- 
rity of  the  covenanters,  for  his  steady  adherence  to  the  king. 

Charles,  finding  that  his  afiairs  were  now  become  hopeless,  sur- 
rendered himself  to  the  Scottish  army,  and  was  detained  as  a  pri- 
soner. Not  long  afterwards,  he  was  delivered  up  to  the  English 
commissioners,  in  consequence  of  a  transaction  regarding  certain  ar- 
rears due  to  the  army  by  the  parliament  of  England,  and  which 

G  g  were 


the  comnuaid  of  a  r^ment  sent  to  Ireland  in  the  year  164S>  towards  suppressing  the  rebellion  of 
the  native  Irish;  and  was  personally  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Long  Marstonmuir,  in  1643^  in  the 
service  of  the  parliament  of  England^  where  he  behaved  with  great  courage;  and^  in  I66O,  concur- 
red in  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  II. — {Crawford*  Peerage,  p.  ISO.] 

*  A  gentleman  of  the  anthor^s  acquuntance^  in  digging  the  foundation  of  a  building  in  his  gar« 
den,  on  the  north  side  of  the  SchoolhiU,  about  thirty  years  ago,  found  a  great  quantity'  of  human 
bones,  among  which  were  fourteen  or  sixteen  scuUs.  On  some  of  these  were  observed  long  yellow 
hair,  neatly  plaited,  and  bound  with  a  woollen  fillet,  in  the  form  of  a  queue.  As  this  was  near  the 
place  of  Huntly's  attack^  it  is  matt  than  probable  that  these  were  the  remains  of  some  of  those  who 
had  Men  in  the  battle. 
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A.D.  1646-  were  compromised  at  L.400,000 ;  to  be  paid  to  the  Scottish  parlia- 
mentary leaders.  The  character  of  Charles,  his  sufferings,  and  tra- 
gical death,  being  events  well  known  in  history,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
relate  them. 

1650.  The  indignation  of  the  Scots  at  the  execution  of  their  sovereign^ 
and  the  ignominious  treatment  which  their  Commissioners  had  ex- 
perienced from  the  English^  incited  them  to  acknowledge  his  son 
Charles,  who,  at  this  time,  was  residing  on  the  continent,  whither 
he  had  repaired  some  years  prior  to  this  event.  The  Scottish  par- 
liament passed  an  ordinance,  expressing  their  disapprobation  of  the 
violent  measures  which  had  been  pursued  against  his  father,  and 
proclaiming  Charles  II.  king  of  Great  Britain.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  it  was  declared,  that,  before  being  admitted  to  the  exercise 
of  the  royal  authority,  he  should  be  obliged  to  subscribe  the  cove- 
nant, and  be  subjected  to  certain  other  conditions,  to  which  he  ulti- 
mately acceded.  Commissioners  from  Scotland  were  accordingly  dis* 
patched  to  conduct  him  to  Britain,  one  of  whom  was  Alexander  Jaf- 
fray,*  late  provost  of  Aberdeen.  Charles  embarked  in  a  Dutch  fleet, 
and  landed  at  Speymouth,  attended  by  a  female  friend,!  and  by  a  few 
nobility  and  other  loyalists,  who  had  shared  with  him  in  his  misfor- 
tunes, and  accompanied  him  abroad.  On  the  SSd  June,  a  letter  j: 
was  transmitted  from  the  commissioners  to  the  magistrates  of  Aber- 
deen, 


*  Council  Register^  voL  liiL  p.  268. 

t  The  lady  who  accompanied  King  Charles  was  Miss  Lucy  Barlow^  alias  Walters,  of  Pembroke- 
Mre;  the  mother  of  J^ames,  Duke  of  Bucdeu^  and  Monmouth,  the  eldest  and  &vourite  natural 
son  of  Charles.  He  was  bom  at  Rotterdam,  9th  April,  1649,  and  suffered  on  the  scaffold  15th 
July,  1685,  on  the  pretence  of  rebellion  against  his  unde,  James  VII^-*£Cmfp/brif«  Officers  of 
Stale,  p.  340.  353. — Harleiau  Misedlanjf,  voL  iv.  p.  165.3 

i  *<  Worshipful  and  good  friends— We  have  directed  these  to  let  you  know,  that  the  king  is 
safely  arrived,  and  intends,  if  God  permits,  to  be  at  Aberdeen  on  Thursday,  at  night ;  Therefore 
ye  will  take  such  care  to  provide  such  lodgings  for  him  and  for  the  commissioners,  and  for  the  train, 
as  may  be  best  had  on  so  short  advertisement  And  we  beseech  you,  let  nothing  be  wanting  which 
may  testify  your  affection  to  the  native  king,  who  has  fully  assured  all  die  desires  of  his  peofdfk 
No  fiurther,  but  we  are  your  yer^  assured  friends. 

<'  CassilUs." 

u  Lothiane.** 
*'  Speymouth,  23d  June,  1650." 


'<  J.  Bffodie." 

<^  Geoige  Wynxam.' 


«  J.  Smidi.* 
^<  AL  Jaffinay.' 


Council  Begister,  voL  liiL  p.  26S* 
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deen,  signifying  the  king's  intention  of  repairing  to  the  town,  and  re-  A.D.  i65o. 
questing  them  to  provide  lodgings  for  him  and  his  attendants.  On 
his  arrival,  he  was  received,  with  every  mark  of  distinction,  by  Ro- 
bert Farquhar  of  Mounie,  tlie  provost,  who  delivered  to  him  the  sil- 
ver keys  of  the  town,  and  by  the  citizens,  with  every  demonstration 
of  welcome  and  respect.  Among  the  first  objects  that  presented 
themselves  to  his  view  was  the  quarter  of  his  faithful  servant  Mon- 
trose, which  was  still  allowed  to  hang  over  the  Justice  port,*  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  lodgings.  Charles  and  his  attendants,  during  their 
stay  in  the  town,  were  hospitably  entertained,  at  the  expense  of  the 
community  ;f  and  nothing  was  neglected  by  the  magistrates  that 
could  contribute  to  his  comfort,  or  show  their  attention  to  his  Ma- 
jesty. On  this  occasion,  he  conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood 
upon  the  provost,  and  also  upon  Patrick  Leslie  of  Eden,  who  had 
some  years  previously  filled  the  office.  After  remaining  in  the  town 
for  upwards  of  a  week,  the  king  proceeded  to  Edinburgh,  in  order 
to  enter  upon  his  administration.  His  subsequent  coronation  at 
Scone,  defeat  at  Worcester  by  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  retiring  abroad 
for  some  years,  have  been  frequently  detailed,  and  are  sufficiently 
known. 

After  the  battle  of  Worcester,  Cromwell  pursued  his  advantages,  i65i. 
and  speedily  entered  Scotland,  with  the  English  army.    He  took 
possession  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  without  resistance ;  and  soon 

o  g  2  accomplished 


*  It  would  MMA  to  hftvo  been  removed  ftom  the  plnnade  at  the  time  Charles  was  in  the  town, 
and  buried  in  the  churdi-yard.  After  the  restoration,  it  was  taken  up,  by  order  of  the  magistrates, 
and  put  into  a  coffin,  covered  with  crimson  vdvet  After  lying  in  state,  for  some  time,  in  the 
town-house,  it  was  delivered  to  Henry  Graham,  son  to  the  laird  of  Murphie,  iar  interment  in  the 
burial  place  of  the  fimuly.^Cbtfiict/  Regisier,  vol.  liv.  p.  248.] 

t  The  expense  incurred  on  this  occasion  was  as  foUows :-« 

To  baker,  brewer,  and  butcher;  and  for  wine,  spiceriesy  and  coals,  to  tiie  king^s  £.    t,  i. 

k^gings                      .                      •                      •                      •  9^1  16  8 

•••  incidental  chaiges                   •                       •                       .                      •  41     0  8 

•••  goU  and  silver  ribands,  and  other  artides,  to  the  MaUen,  &c.           •  1S9    0  4 

£.nil  16    8 
Treasury  and  GuUdty  Accounts,  for  1650. 


S38  AKNALS  OF   ABERDEEK. 

A.D.  1651.  accomplished  the  reduction  of  the  whole  kingdom,  which  submitted  to 
his  arms,  without  loss,  and  almost  without  opposition.  The  army 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Monk,  after  the  surren- 
der of  Stirling  Castle,  took  Dundee  by  assault,  and  massacred  the  in- 
habitants. In  the  course  of  its  progress  northward,  Aberdeen  sur- 
rendered to  it  at  discretion,  on  Sunday  the  7th  of  September,  when 
the  English  took  possession  of  the  town.  On  Wednesday  morning, 
however,  part  of  the  army  retreated  southward,  leaving  behind  a 
strong  garrison.  Although  the  English  leaders  treated  the  citizens 
with  civility,  yet  they  immediately  imposed  upon  them  a  contribu- 
tion of  L.  12,000 ;  and  they  conceived  that  they  were  justified  in  so 
doing,  by  reason  that  the  town  had  fitted  out  a  quota  of  men  for  the 
Scottish  army,  after  it  was  known  that  the  English  had  dissipated  the 
committee  of  estates  at  Elliot,  made  General  Leslie  prisoner,  and 
taken  Dundee.  A  representation,  however,  being  made  to  General 
Monk,*  by  a  deputation  of  the  citizens,  of  the  various  hardships 
which  they  had  suffered  during  the  civil  wars,  and  of  their  distresses, 
occasioned  by  the  pestilence,  which  had  lately  infested  the  town,  he 
was  pleased  to  suspend  the  exaction  of  the  money.  The  English 
troops  remained  at  Aberdeen  for  several  years  ;f  were,  for  some 
time,  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Deane,  afterwards  of 
Colonel  Fairfax ;  and  appear  to  have  lived  on  good  terms  with  the 
inhabitants,  whom  they  treated  with  becoming  propriety;  occa- 
sionally exercising  many  acts  of  benevolence  towards  them.  Dur- 
ing their  occupation  of  the  town,  considerable  fortifications  were 
constructed  upon  the  Castlehill,  with  materials  which  were  trans- 
ported from  the  ruinous  fabric  of  the  bishop's  palace  in  Old  Aber- 
deen; 


*  General  Monk  transmitted  an  order  to  the  magistrates,  dated  Dundee,  7th  October^  l65t, 
mentioning  that  he  had  been  informed,  '<  that  sundry  persons  in  the  nation  had  of  late  ensnared 
men's  consciences,  by  enforcing  on  them  oaths  and  coyenants ;  and  notifying,  that  whatever  person 
^hall  tender  any  oath  or  covenant  to  any  one,  or  whoever  shall  take  or  .enter  into  such,  without  or« 
ders  from  the  commonwealth  of  England,  both  the  tender*  and  takers  shall  beholden  as  enemies  to 
it,  and  dealt  with  accordingly."--£amaci/  Reguier^  vol.  liii.  p.  SSa.J 

t  In  May,  l65ft.  Colonel  Richard  Ashfield  was  appointed  High  Sheriff  of  the  county,  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealtIu---[;i{€Conb  qf  the  Sheriff  Cimrt.2 
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deen ;  part  of  which  works  still  remains,  as  an  enclosure  for  the  pre-  A.D.  16^1. 
sent  barracks.* 

Meanwhile,  the  parliament  of  England  had  appointed  Oliver  St.  1652. 
John,  Richard  Deane,  and  four  others,  as  commissioners,  for  settling 
the  civil  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  with  instructions  regarding  Crom- 
well's scheme  of  incorporating  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  into 
one  commonwealth.  These  commissioners  having  assembled  at  Dal-* 
keith,  the  magistrates  and  council  of  Aberdeen  delegated  George  Cul- 
len  and  Thomas  Mortimer,  two  of  the  citizens,  as  representatives  of 
the  borough,  to  attend  them ;  and  to  state  the  heavy  losses  which  had 
been  suffered  by  the  town  and  community  during  the  late  civil  war, 
the  great  load  of  public  debt  f  which  had  been  incurred,  and  the 
heavy  burden  of  the  military  quartered  upon  the  citizens.  They 
met  with  a  very  favourable  reception  from  these  conmiissioners,  and 
acceded  to  the  scheme  of  Oliver  Crcnnwell,  for  an  union  of  Scotland 
and  England  ilito  one  commohwealth ;  so  that  the  same  government 
which  had  been  established,  without  a  king,  or  house  of  lords,  might 
be  extended  to  the  people  of  Scotland.  They  also  engaged  for  the 
citizens  conducting  themselves  peaceably,  and  yielding  due  obe- 
dience to  the  authority  of  the  parliament,  and  commonwealth  of 
England.    The  English  commissioners  granted  a  protection  :|:  to  the 

town. 


*  In  1659,  when  fhe  English  anny  left  the  town^  Colonel  Fairfax,  the  commanding  officer,  sig« 
led  to  the  magistrates,  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  General  Monk  to  demolish  the  works  of  for- 
tificatimi  built  upon  the  Castlehill,  at  an  escpenoe  of  L.800 ;  but,  out  of  respect  to  the  town,  he 
was  inclined  to  sell  them  for  L.50,  which  offer  was  rejected.  These  works  appear  to  have  been  left 
entire  by  the  English ;  for  they  are  so  laid  down  on  the  map  of  the  town,  constructed  by  Mr.  James 
Gordon,  minister  of  Rothiemay,  in  the  year  1661. 

t  The  public  debt  of  the  town  at  this  time  amounted  to  927>120  mezks,  Scottish  money ;  which 
is  equal  to  L.51,506  sterUng^GMfMo/  B^gister,  t»^  liii.  p.  380.] 

}  ''  By  ^  ComisnoQ^'  of  ye  Parliamt  of  the  CoSon  Wealth  of  England^  for  ordering  and  nut- 
naging  aSkin  in  Scotland. 

''  Whereas  the  burroughs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  and  Montross,  Brechin,  Forfar, 
Aberbrothock,  ■■    Perth,  and  Bamf,  have,  by  theire  deputies,  declared  theire  acceptance  of 

the  tender  of  the  Parliam^  of  the  Comon  Wealth  of  England  to  bee  one  Comon  Wealth  w^  England, 
and  have  alsoe  engaged  themselves  to  ane  peaceable  ord^  and  yield  obedience  unto  the  authority  of 
the  Parliamt  of  the  CoSbn  Wealth  of  England,  exercised  in  Scothmd;  Wee  doe  declare,  that  the 
above  said  boroughs  are  taken  into  the  spedall  i^olectioa  of  the  Farliam^  of  the  Comon  Wealth  of 
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A.  a  i65it.  town»  and  a  charter,  restoring  the  civil  government  to  its  la^ul 
administrators.  Under  the  authority  of  these  deeds,  the  burgesses 
of  guild  assembled  upon  the  17th  March,  and,  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
elected  the  ordinary  number  of  magistrates  and  counsellors,  who  were 
to  continue  in  office  until  the  usual  day  of  the  annual  election,  in 
September  ensuing.*  The  town  was  now  put  under  proper  civil 
authority,  and  tranquillity  established,  after  anarchy  and  disorder  had 
prevailed  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

166a  In  this  year.  King  Charles  was  restored  to  the  throne  of  his  an- 
cestors, without  bloodshed  or  opposition.  Intelligence  of  this  event 
being  brought  to  Aberdeen,  the  dtizens,  who  had  been  so  long 
depressed  by  those  factions  which  had  torn  the  nation,  manifested 
their  joy  at  the  happy  event  A  thanksgiving  sermon  was  preached 
on  Sunday ;  after  which,  the  magistrates  accompanied  the  dtizens 
in  a  military  procession  through  the  streets,  expressing  thdr  exulta^ 
tions  in  psahnody.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  drinking 
wine  at  the  cross,  as  had  been  customary.  An  address,  congratulating 
his  Majesty  on  his  restoration,  was  prepared  by  the  magistrates,  and 
presented  to  him  by  Mr.  Irvine  of  Drum,  who  was  deputed  for  that 
purpose.    In  the  beginning  of  the  subsequent  year,  Gilbert  €h*ay,  the 

provost, 


England;  and  doe,  therefore,  atrictlj  require  all  officers  and  sonldiers  whatsoever,  as  all  other  per« 

sons  that  shall  have  occasion  to  trayaile  In  the  saids  tnuroughs,  or  oonvesse  with  any  of  the  inha- 

bitants  of  the  same,  that  they  offer  nee  violence  or  injury  unto  the  persons  or  goods  of  any  of  the' 

inhabitants  of  the  same,  nor  take  any  thing  from  them  upon  any  pretence^  without  satis&ctioii 

given  to  the  owners,  and  with  their  consent,  as  they  will  answere  the  contrary.    And  wee  doe  fur* 

ther  declare.  That  the  saids  burroughs  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  theire  complianee  and  deport- 

ment,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  only  have  all  due  encouiagem^  from  those  in  authoritie  under  the  Par«  | 

liam^  in  Scodand,  but  reed  ve,  from  time  to  time,  su(^  testimony  of  respect  and  favour  toward  them, 

by  way  of  benefitt  to  the  inhabitants,  in  theh*  liberties,  trade,  and  other  conoermn^^  as  diall  consist 

with  the  present  state  of  affaires  here,  and  the  ParKam^'*  dedaratiaii  in  that  bdialfe;  and  as  may 

testifie  to  them  the  good  acceptance  whidi  the  Parliarf  bath  of  the  manife^a^^ 

and  endeavo^^  for  promoting  the  said  union.    Given  und^  o^  hands,  at  Dslkeidi,  the  zxni  day  of 

February,  1651^2. 

"  H.  VaHB.  ''  Ou  St.  John. 

<«  O.  F«lfWlCS«  ^  Ki:  Dnairs. 

-  BOBBRT  TlCBBOnn* . 

<*  Bi:  .&a.WBY/' 
•  Couidl  Re^^ster,  voL  Uii.  p.  544,  S45,  el  n^i^ 
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provost,  was  delegated  by  the  council  to  repair  to  London,  with  ano-  A.D.  1660. 
tfaer  address,  to  the  same  purport;  as  well  as  to  negociate  other 
affairs  of  the  town.  He  was  introduced  to  the  king,  to  whom  he 
presented  the  address,  and  was  graciously  received.  But  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  to  the  community  from  this  mission  were  by  no 
means  equivalent  to  the  great  expence  attending  it,  which  was  no  less 
than  L.500  sterling ;  nor  had  the  provost  the  least  distinguishing 
mark  conferred  upon  him  by  his  sovereign.* 

In  the  month  of  May,  this  year,  a  daring  outrage  was  committed  1664. 
upon  the  property  of  the  town,  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  his  confede- 
rates, which,  although  not  attended  with  any  serious  consequences  to 
the  citizens,  manifested  the  relaxed  state  of  the  government  at  the 
period,  and  evinced,  on  the  part  of  this  chieftain,  a  total  disr^ard 
and  violation  of  the  law.  The  proprietors  of  the  salmon  fishings  of 
the  Cruives,  upon  the  river  Don,  had  thought  proper  to  n:iake  cer^ 
tain  operations  upon  the  Cniive  dyke,  which  is  carried  across  the 
river,  about  two  miles  from  the  town.  The  Earl,  and  some  other 
proprietors  of  the  upper  part  of  Don^  took  the  alarm,  and,  conceiving 
that  the  works  which  had  been  constructed  were  attended  with  in- 
jury to  their  aaimon  fishings,  formed  a  combination  to  redress  this 
supposed  grievance  at  their  own  hands,  according  to  the  custom  of 
feudal  times.  They  assembled  their  vassals  and  dependents  at  Hall- 
forest,  near  Kintore,  to  the  number  of  S500,  horse  and  foot,  and  were 
advancing,  in  hostile  array,  in  oirder  to  demolish  the  Cruive  dyke. 
On  intelligence  of  this  being  brought  to  the  town,  the  provost  and  two 
other  citizens  were  sent,  as  a  deputation,  to  remonstrate  with  these 
hostile  baro;ns  against  their  despotic  proceedings,  and  to  tender  to 
them  a  most  ample  indemnification.  But  this  was  not  their  object. 
They  disregarded  the  remonstrance,  proceeded  to  the  work  of  des- 
truction without  delay;  and,  by  the  strength  of  their  numbers, 
•peed&ly  accomplished  the  overthrow  of  the  Cruive  dyke.  As  the 
citizens  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  oppose  them,  or,  perhaps,  were 
not  properly  prepared  for  their  reception,  they  were  allowed  to 
return  homeward,  without  molestation.     Of  this  outrage,  the  ma- 

gistrates 

♦  Councii  Acpster^  vol  liv.  p,  173.  223.  246, 


23Z  ANKALS  OF  ABERDEBK. 

A.D.  1664.  gistrates  and  the  proprietors  of  these  fishings  complained  to  the  civil 
court ;  but  whether  the  injury  which  had  been  done  was  ever  re* 
dressed,  we  have  not  been  informed.* 

1666.  About  this  time,  the  close  union  and  confederacy  which  had  so 
long  subsisted  between  Britain  and  Holland  was  interrupted  by  certain 
disputes  between  the  English  and  the  Dutch,  concerning  interferences 
in  commerce.  Hostilities  having  commenced,  and  an  invasion  being 
threatened,  Aberdeen  was  put  in  a  posture  of  defence ;  and,  in  order 
to  repel  the  enemy,  the  blockhouse  was  repaired,  and  mounted  with 
fotur  guns.  At  the  same  time^  liix  pieces  of  cannon  were  purchased 
from  the  Earl  Marischal,  for  the  protection  of  the  town,  for  which 
the  treasurer  paid  his  Lordship  1800  merks,f 

1668.  The  national  militia  being  about  this  time  established,  a  company 
of  120  men  was  apportioned  to  the  town  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  county.  These  were  clothed  with  red  plaiding,  and  armed  with 
muskets  and  swords,  at  the  expence  of  the  guildry.  The  commis^ 
sions  to  the  officers  were  signed  by  the  magistrates,  and  the  daily 
pay  of  the  company  was  assessed  upon  the  citizens.  X 

1685.  On  the  demise  of  King  Charles,  his  brother,  James,  Duke  of  York 
and  Albany,  ascended  the  throne  of  Britain.  During  his  residence  in 
Scotland,  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  obtain  popularity,  and  was  not 
unsuccessful  When  he  first  arrived  in  Scotland,  in  ^1681,  the  ma« 
gistrates  did  not  neglect  to  pay  him  adulation,  by  an  kddress,  which 
was  transmitted  to  him  by  a  deputation  of  their  number,  and  met  with 
a  gracious  reception.  §  His  ascension  to  the  throne  was  proclaimed 
with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and  the  citizens,  while  they  expressed 
their  grief  for  the  death  of  Charles,  did  not  neglect  to  testify  iheir 
joy  at  the  succession  of  their  new  sovereign.  The  Sunday  subse- 
*quent  to  the  news  of  this  event  being  brought  to  the  town,  was  ap- 
pointed for  humiliation  and  for  public  mourning.  The  churches 
and  cross  were  hung  with  blacky  and  the  bells  were  muffled,  and  tol* 
led  during  the  interval  of  sermons.  On  Monday  there  were  un- 
bounded 


*  CoimcQ  Roister,  voL  liv.  p.  521,  et  seq.  t  n>id.  voL  liv.  p.  711- 

t  Counca  Register,  vol  Iv.  p.  136. 148.  l65. 191-  i  Ibid,  vol  Ivl  p.  651< 
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bounded  demonstrations  of  joy,  by  all  ranks  of  the  people,  at  the  ac-  A.D.  i6S5. 
cession  of  King  James.  The  day  was  ushered  in  by  bonfires  on  the 
streets,  and  ringing  the  bells ;  the  cross  was  decorated  with  tapestry, 
and  the  citizens  assembled  in  arms,  and  proceeded  to  the  church, 
where  they  heard  sermon,  after  which  they  accompanied  the  magis- 
trates in  a  procession  through  the  streets,  manifesting  in  psalmody 
their  joy  on  the  happy  occasion.  The  proclamation  being  read  at  the 
cross,  the  healths  of  Uie  king  and  queen,  and  of  the  queen  dowager, 
were  drank  in  wine  by  Sir  George  Skene,  the  provost ;  on  which  all 
the  people  assembled  cried  ^  God  save  the  King  James  VIL^^  A  con- 
cert of  instrumental*  music  was  performed  on  the  cross,  and  the  day 
was  concluded  with  vollies  of  musketry,  f  Soon  after,  the  magistrates 
presented  a  loyal  address  to  his  Majesty,  which  was  graciously  re- 
ceived. His  birth-day  was  afterwards  celebrated  with  unusual  de- 
monstrations of  joy ;  the  citizens  were  entertained  with  a  concert  of 
music ;  an  abundance  of  wine  was  provided  by  the  magistrates,  and 
distributed  among  the  people,  according  to  the  usual  custom ;  and 
three  rounds  were  fired  from  the  great  guns  upon  the  blockhouse  and 
Castlehill,  to  add  to  the  honour  of  the  occasion. 

Although  civil  contentions  in  the  nations  had  terminated,  and 
tranquillity  and  good  order  been  so  far  restored,  yet  the  arbitrary 
measures  of  King  James  soon  became  manifest  and  intolerable  to  the 
people,  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal  to  their  civil  and  religious  liberties, 
and  gone  far  to  overthrow  the  constitution.  No  sooner  had  James 
ascended  the  throne,  than  he  openly  avowed  the  tenets  of  popery, 
and  favoured  those  who  adhered  to  them.  He  sent  his  agents  to  the 
Pope,  in  order  that  he  might  make  his  concessions  to  the  church  of 
Rome ;  and  that  popery,  with  all  its  tyranny  and  superstition,  might 
be  revived,  as  the  established  rehgion  of  the  nation.  These,  joined 
with  his  other  arbitrary  and  iU-concerted  measures,  soon  alienated 
the  affections  of  the  people,  and  paved  the  way  for  that  necessary 
and  important  revolution  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  which, 

H  h  happily 


*  According  to  tndition^  the  modem  &vourite  air  of ''  God  iave  the  King'*  wa3  first  introduced, 
in  the  course  of  the  conGert,  on  this  occasion. 

t  CouncQ  B^ister^  voL  IviL  p.  157. 
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A.D.  16S8.  happily  for  Britain,  was  fully  accomplished.  By  those  means  James 
having  forfeited  his  crown,  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  some 
years  previously  espoused  the  Princess  Mary,  his  eldest  daughter, 
was  invited  by  all  ranks  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  the 
kingdoms,  ^  and,  soon  after,  gratified  their  most  ardent  wishes  by 
landing  at  Torbay,  with  an  army  of  Dutch.  His  cause  was  soon  em- 
,  braced  by  the  nobility  and  gentry ;  and  the  army  of  England  did  not 
long  hesitate  to  join  his  standard.  James,  having  now  lost  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation,  the  state  of  his  affairs  became  desperate.  He 
made  considerable  exertions,  for  some  time,  to  regain  his  crown;  but 
was  baffled  in  all  his  attempts  to  re-establish  himself  upon  the  throne, 
and  ultimately  withdrew  to  France,  where  he  resided  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  accomplish 
the  great  work  which  he  had  begun.  The  representatives  of  the 
people  of  England  placed  him  in  the  administration  of  the  king- 
doms ;  the  convention  of  estates  of  Scotland  concurred  in  the  mear- 
sure ;  and  the  crown  was  settled  upon  him  and  his  consort^  now 
styled  King  William  and  Queen  Mary. 

The  greater  part  of  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen  had  no  objection  to 
this  change  of  government,  although  many  of  them^  who  supported 
episcopacy,  still  continued  to  adhere  to  the  cause  of  King  James,  and 
tq  approve  of  his  measures.  On  the  news  being  brought  .to  the 
town  of  the  revolution  being  establislied,  the  magistrates  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  citizens  did  not  neglect  to  manifest  their  joy. 
An  address,  congratulating  the  king  and  queen  on  their  accession  to 
the  throne,  being  prepared  by  the  magistrates,  Dr.  George  Garden^ 
one  of  the  ministers,  was  deputed,  by  the  council,  to  repair  to  L(hi*- 
don,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  it  to  their  Majesties,  which  he 
accordingly  did,  and  was  graciously  received  at  court,* 

For  some  time  after  the  revolution,  the  highlanders,  under  Major- 
General  Buchan,  who  favoured  the  views  of  King  James,  infested  the 

town 


*  Council  Register,  vol.  Ivii.  p,  302.— In  the  year  1693  Dr.  Garden  was  deprived  of  hia  minis-i 
terial  charge,  for  not  qualifying  to  the  king  and  queen. 
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town  and  neighbourhood  in  pretty  numerous  bodies..  They  wasted  a.d.  1689. 
the  lands  add  plundercfd  the  property  of  all  those  who  supported  the 
new  government ;  and^  as  many  of  the  people  were  not  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  it^  a  strong  military  force  was  now  stationed  in  the 
town»  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  insurgents,  and  overawing 
those  who  were  disaffected-  The  army  under  Major-General 
M^Kay^  after  the  battle  o£  KiUiecrankie,  occupied  the  town,  and  re* 
mained  in  it  for  some  considerable  time ;  and,  although  the  soldiers 
did  not  live  at  free  quarters,  yet  they  were  supplied  with  provisions 
and  necessaries  by  the  inhabitants,  fcnr  which  little  was  received  in  re- 
turn ;  while  considerable  damage  was  occasioned  in  the  neighbour* 
hood,  both  by  horse  and  foot  of  the  army,  for  which  no  reparation 
was  ever  made.  * 

On  the  demise  of  King  William,  who  survived  his  consort  a  few  1702. 
years,  the  crown  devolved,  by  the  act  of  settlement,  upon  Queen  ^^^  ^* 
Anne,  the  only  surviving  daughter  of  King  James,  her  accession  to 
the  throne  having  been  proclaimed  at  Aberdeen,  upon  the  2Sd 
March.  In  the  early  part  of  her  reign,  the  treaty  of  union  betwixt 
England  and  Scotland,  which  had  often  been  attempted,  was  again 
proposed  by  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms,  and,  after  many  ob* 
stacles  and  difficulties  had  been  surmounted,  was  at  length  brought 
to  a  happy  is9ue.  Sy  these  means  the  people  of  Scotland  were  at  once 
put  in  possession  of  rights  and  privileges  more  valuable  to  them  than 
those  which  their  ancestors  had  formerly  enjoyed. 

By  one  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  it  was  settled,  that  Aberdeen  1707. 
should,  jointly  with  the  boroughs  of  Arbroath,  Montrose,  Brechin,  and 
Bervie,  be  entitled  to  send  one  representative  to  the  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain.  Aberdeen  being  declared  to  be  the 
first  presiding  borough,  the  election  took  place  there  in  the  month  of 
October,  1708 ;  and  John  Gordon,  who  had  filled  the  office  of  provost 
of  Aberdeen  for  the  two  preceding  years,  was  unanimously  elected 
member  of  parliament  for  that  district  of  boroughs.  This  honourable 
appointment,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been,  at  that  period, 

H  h  2  of 


C(Hmdl  Bq^ster^  toL  hnL  p.  324. 
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A.D.  1707.  of  SO  much  consideration  as  in  modem  times ;  for  it  was  conferred 
upon  him  without  solicitation,  and  without  his  incurring  any  ex« 
pence :  and,  after  his  election,  he  was  presented  with  L.60  sterling 
by  the  treasurer,  for  the  expense  of  his  journey  to  London.  He  re- 
paired to  Parliament  with  his  charger^  equipped,  according  to  the 
manner  of  the  time,  with  a  velvet  mantle,  and  other  splendid  fur« 
niture.  He  attended  his  duty  in  parhament  for  two  years,  and  was 
allowed,  by  the  town  council,  no  less  than  L.425  7s.  ^d.  sterling,  in-^ 
eluding  the  L.50  which  had  been  previously  advanced,  for  defraying 
his  personal  expenses  in  two  several  parliaments.  * 


Council  Register,  vol.  IviiL  p.  127<  157«  S08« 
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MISCELLANEOVS  OCCVRBENCES  IN  ABERDEEN, 

From  the  Year  1633  to  1704. 


1633  A  severe  stonn  of  wind  and  snow,  on  the  7th  February,  demolished  the  imperial  crown  oC 

King^s  CoU^^,  and  injured  many  houses  in  the  town 

1634  Famine  prevailed  in  Caithness  and  Orkney,  and  sup|dies  given  by  the  town  to  the  inhabi*- 

tants  of  these  pkces 

1635  The  citizens  prosecuted,  at  the  instance  of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  for  concealed  money 

1637  A  transport,  having  on  board  ninety*two  soldiers,  was  driven  out  of  the  harbour  by  an  over- 
flowing of  the  river  Dee,  and  wrecked,  the  whole  persons  on  board  having  perilled 

I6i0  The  General  Assembly  met  at  Aberdeen,  and  a  guard  of  the  dtisens  was  appointed  to  at- 
tend it 

1644  Alexander  Irvine  of  Eingcausie  was  barbarously  slain  by  William  Forbes,  natural  son  to 

John  Forbes  of  Leslie^  near  the  town;  for  which  the  assassin  received  2000  merks  from 
the  Committee  of  Estates 

1645  The  pestilence  broke  out  at  Peterhead 

1647    — -  fiitchie  de  Kincardine  crematus  fiiit  ob  venerem  nefandam  ciun  a^ua 
The  pestilence  raged  in  the  town,  .and  ca^ed  off  1600  of  the  inhabitants 
The  town  seijeants  ordered  to  be  clothed  in  red  coats 

1649  Gold  and  silver  work,  made  within  the  town,  ordered,  by  the  magistrates  and  council,  to  be 
assayed  by  WiUiam  Anderson,  goldsmith,  and  stamped  with  the  town's  mark 

1654  Order  from  his  Highness  the  Lord  Protector,  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  proclaimed 

at  Aberdeen 
1657    A  great  fire  in  the  town  extinguished  by  the  English  soldiers,  for  which  they  received 
twen^  rix-dollars  from  the  magistrates 

1655  Bichard  Cromwell  prodaimed,  at  Aberdeen,  Protector,  on  the  death  of  his  &ther,  Oliver 

Cromwell 

1659  A  watch  of  forty  men  appointed,  for  the  protection  of  the  town  in  the  night  time 

1660  The  prison  broken  by  James,  Viscount  Frendraught,  who  was  confined  in  it  for  debt 

■■  Dr.  James  Leslie  was  appomted  physician  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  with  an  annual  salary  of 

L.60 

1661  A  plan  of  the  town  made  by  Mr.  James  Gordon,  minister  of  Rothiemay,  for  which  he  re« 

ceived  a  silver  cup,  weighing  20  ounces,  and  a  silk  gown  to  his  wife.     The  plan  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  Holland,  to  be  engraved 
16^    The  pestilence  raging  in  Holland,  measures  were  adopted  by  the  magistrates  to  prevent  in« 
fection  of  the  inhabitants 

1665  An  English  firigate  put  into  the  harbour,  to  be  repaired 

1666  Wainscott  or  oaken  coflSns  prohibited  to  be  used  at  interments,  either  in  the  church  or 

church-yard 

1667  Dr.  John  Menaies,  Professor  of  Divinity  in  Marischal  College,  held  a  public  disputation  with 

Mr.  Dempster,  aUas  Lagane,  a  Jesuit.    The  whole  ordered  to  be  printed,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Dean  of  Guild 
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1669  An  accidental  fire  broke  oat,  in  the  head  of  the  Shiprow^  in  the  night  of  the         October^ 

by  which  several  houses  were  burnt  to  the  ground^  and  the  inhabitants  suffered  consider* 
able  loss 

1670  Funerals  in  the  town  ordered  to  take  plac^  betwixt  sun-rising  and  sun-setting,  to  prevent 

accidents.  Two  persons  dangerously  wounded  at  a  funeral,  betwixt  10  and  1 1  o'clock 
at  night 

1672  Thomas  Mercer,  late  Dean  of  GuQd,  fined  in  L.500  Soots,  for  defiiming  the  town's  minis* 
ters,  and  imprisoned  until  he  made  a  palinode 

1674    William  Ogilvie  permitted  to  set  up  a  cooking  shop  in  the  town 

M-i—  Alex,  fimce,  baker  in  Edinburgh, 'idlowed  to  supply  the  inhabitants  with  bread,  and  ad- 
mitted burgess,  on  account  of  the  bakers  of  die  town  being  dcficicat  in  baking  good  bread 

1681  Two  Students  of  Divhutyt  fitna  Pbland,  supported  tt  tite  expence  of  the  town  during  their 
studies,  for  promoting  the  Protestant  religion 

1687  The  funeral  of  the  Lakd  of  Drum,  in  Drum^  Aide,  attended  by  the  magistrates  and  the  ci* 
tizens,  under  arms 

1689  The  Pope  tried,  condemned,  and  burnt  in  effigy,  at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  lldi  January, 
by  the  Students  of  die  Marndud  College,  m  number  99 

1698  Three  of  the  town's  seqeants  deprived  of  their  offices,  imprisoned,  put  in  the  stocks,  and 
ffed  on  bread  and  wateiy  fbr  some  time,  and  afterwards  baniriied  fivm  tibe  town,  with 
their  wives  and  fimuHes,  fbr  ever,  fbr  allowing  James  Oordon,  brother  of  Jrradoulj  to 
escape  ihrni  prison,  he  heSng  committed  for  the  murder  of  George  Leith  of  Overhall 

■I  ■■  A  nunnery  of  six  young  women,  four  priests,  and  a  Popish  sdiool,  kept  by  two  women, 
fbr  young  children,  established  at  Aberdeen 

1703    The  public  beBs  of  the  town  cottered  to  be  runi^  at  e%ht,  in  place  of  nine  o*doek  at  ni^^ht 
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CHAPTER   V, 


SECTION  II. 

PoUtieal  affairs  of  the  barough^^PubUc  debt  contracted  during  the  d^ 
fvarSf  ^^^-^Opposition  by  the  Burgesses  to  Assessmenis^^EcclesiM-' 
tical  authorityr^Quakers — Character  and  habits  of  the  peoplCf  ^c« 
••^TradCf  and  progress  of  Manufactures^  4^c. — Post  Office^— Pro- 
gress of  Prini%ng---^Creorge  JamiesoUf  painter^  ^c^^Pestilence  and 
famine-^Various  dadiesiic  matfers^^Table  of  Mortmains  for  bene^ 
volent  pfurposes^^^f  Assessments^  %c.—of  Births^-^cnd  of  Prices  of 
Provisions^  ^. 

From  A.D.  1638  to  A«D.  1707. 

In  reviewing  the  public  transactions  during  the  former  part  of 
this  aera,  nothing  has  been  discovered  but  the  violence  of  party  spi- 
rit, and  the  fury  of  civil  contentioUf  excited  by  religious  bigotry ;  a 
continual  struggle  maintained  between  the  crown  and  the  people ; 
and  a  total  disregard  to  civil  government.  From  these  topics  we 
shall  turn,  in  order  to  give  some  account  of  those  domestic  matters 
which  occurred;  to  examine  the  progress  of  trade  and  manufac- 
tures, and  useful  arts ;  and  to  offer  some  sketches  of  the  manners  and 
habits  of  the  people. 

The  constitution  of  Aberdeen  having  been  completely  established 
in  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  its  political  affairs  continued  to 
be  conducted  for  several  years,  undisturbed  by  any  dissensions 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  council,  or  by  any  struggles  between 
them  and  the  burgesses. 

In  the  year  1623,  an  act  of  council  was  passed,  ordering  the 
members  to  be  dressed  in  gowns  when  they  attended  public 
meetings^  and  when  they  repaired  to  the  church  on  Sundays  and 

preaching 
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preaching  days,  as  was  the  practice  in  other  royal  boroughs.  In  pu- 
ritanical times,  it  was  ordained,  that  the  council  should  commence 
and  close  its  proceedings  with  prayer ;  and  the  provost,  or  the  chief 
magistrate  present,  was  ordered  to  officiate  in  that  religious  ob- 
servance.* 

In  the  year  1634,  there  commenced  one  of  those  grievances  of 
which  the  people  had  so  much  cause  to  complain,  namely,  the  ex- 
tension of  the  royal  prerogative,  by  Charles  I.  and  his  son  James 
VII.  and  their  exercise  of  authority  in  the  administration  of  the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland.  About  that  period,  the  civil  affairs  of 
the  town  were  under  the  direction  of  Patrick  Leslie  of  Eden,  who 
fiUed  the  office  of  chief  magistrate,  and  ha4  represented  the  borough 
in  parliament  At  Michaelmas,  this  year,  Mr.  Leslie  had  been  duly 
elected  provost,  in  the  usual  manner ;  but,  having  incurred  the 
king's  displeasure  by  his  conduct  in  parliament,  it  was  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  that  he  should  be  removed  from  the  office,  and  Sir  Paul 
Menzies  elected  in  his  place,  f  This  having  been  communicated  to 
the  baillies  and  council  by  a  royal  mandate,  Mr.  Leslie  resigned, 
and  Sir  Paul  Menzies  was  appointed  chief  magistrate.  Their  ready 
and  obsequious  compliance  with  the  royal  commands  was  very  gratify- 
ing to  the  king ;  and,  in  a  subsequent  letter,  he  was  pleased  to  tes- 
tify his  approbation^  and  signify  his  thanks  to  the  coimcil.:j:     It 

would 


*  Council  R^^iBter,  to).  1L  p.  SQ.  voL  liiL  p.  129- 

t  "  Charles  R.— Trasty  and  well  bdoved^  we  greet  you  welL  Whereas  we  are  informed  <kf 
some  seditious  convocations  practised  amongst  you^  coming,  as  we  hear,  especially  fixim  the  elec- 
tion you  have  lately  made  of  <me  Patrick  Leslie  for  your  provost,  whom  we  were  informed  to  have 
wronged  your  trust  in  his  carriage  at  our  late  parliament,  and,  therefore,  to  have  deserved  no  such 
charge.  And,  in  regard  we  have  always  formerly  found  you  forward  for  our  service,  and  accords 
ingly  have  dispensed  our  &vottr  to  you  in  what  might  concern  your  liberties  and  privileges ;  now, 
being  careful  of  that  which  may  concern  our  service,  and  the  peace  and  weal  of  that  our  city,  in 
redressing  of  the  abuses  past,  and  preventing  the  like  inconvenience,  it  is  our  pleasure,  for  that  ef- 
fect, that  you  remove  the  said  Patrick  Leslie  from  bemg  your  provost,  and,  in  his  place,  we  wish 
you  to  make  choice  of  Sir  PauU  Menzies,  who  was  formerly  in  that  charge.  So,  not  doubting  of  the 
performance  of  this  our  pleasure,  we  bid  you  farewell,  frop  our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  lOtfa  De» 
cember,  1634."—- [Ccwnct/  RegUter,  vol.  lii.  p.  198.3 

X  ''  Charles  R.— Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  welL  Understanding  of  your  "(rilling 
and  ready  obedience  to  our  letter,  in  removing  your  late  provost,  and  accepting  Sir  Faull  Mennes, 
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would  appear,  however,  that  this  arbitrary  measure  had  been  ex- 
tremely displeasing  to  the  party  in  the  council  who  supported  Mr. 
Leslie ;  and  perhaps  he  would  have  been  chosen  to  the  office  of  provost, 
at  the  subsequent  election,  had  not  the  king  adopted  measures  to 
prevent  it.  On  the  usual  day  fixed  for  the  nomination  of  the  new 
council,  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen  and  the  sheriff  of  the  county  at- 
tended, and  required  that  the  election  should  be  postponed  tiU.  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known.  A  motion  for  an  adjournment 
having  been  made,  was,  however,  negatived  by  a  majority  of  nine  to 
seven ;  but  the  council,  being  thus  overawed  by  the  bishop,  thought 
proper  to  suspend,  at  this  time,  all  further  proceedings.  *  Meanwhile, 
a  mandate  was  transmitted  from  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  to  the 
council,  requiring  them  neither  to  elect  Mr.  Leslie  to  the  office  of 
provost,  nor  to  suffer  him  to  have  a  vote  in  the  counciL  The  king 
afterwards  issued  his  letters,  commanding  them  to  meet  on  Wednes- 
day the  7th  October,  and  to  proceed  to  the  election  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. At  this  meeting  Mr.  Leslie  appeared  in  the  character  of  a  coun-- 
sellor,  and  tendered  his  vote,  which,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  was  rejected.  The  majority  being,  by  these  means, 
unfavourable  to  Mr.  Leslie,  Sobert  Johnston  was  chosen  provost  f 

This  election,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  coincided  altoge- 
ther with  the  king's  intentions,  and,  therefore,  became  the  subject  of 
a  question  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  at  his  command. 
On  the  20th  January,  16S6,  they  found,  ^  that  the  election  had  not 
been  made  in  that  fair  and  peaceable  manner  which  became  dutiful 

I  i  and 


knight,  in  that  duffge;  we  do  therein  acknowledge  your  good  affection  to  our  aervioe,  and  give  you 
hearty  thanks  for  the  same,  aasuring  you  that  hereafter  we  will  be  sparing  to  give  any  such  farther 
ordor,  unless  there  be  some  special  occasion  moving  us  thereunto.  As  for  your  signature  sent  unto 
us  for  ratifying  your  liberties,  we  have  at  this  time  returned  the  same  to  our  advocate,  to  be  confer- 
red with  the  last  ratification  of  our  late  royal  father,  and  if  nothing  be  materially  disconform,  or  if 
any  things  be  added  by  you  <^  new,  whereby  we,  nor  none  of  our  good  subjects,  are  prejudiced, 
that  he  forthwith  cause  ezpede  the  same,  under  our  cachet  and  seals;  otherwise,  to  return  it,  doo« 
kated  by  him,  unto  us,  that  it  may  pass  our  signature  here,  and  be  returned  back  for  that  purpose* 
We  bid  you  farewell,  fiom  our  Court  at  Whythall,  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  lessr-^CauKcU 
Register,  oo2.  UL  p.  «0S.] 

*  Coundl  Begisler^  voL  52.  p.  S17^  et  seq.  t  Ibid.  voL  lil  p.  219^  et  seq. 
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and  good  subjects;  and,  as  it  had  tended  to  foster  factions  and 
heart-burnings  wnong  the  citizens^  to  the  distuibance  of  the  public 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  town ;"  thej^  according  to  his  Majesty's 
ktter,  nominated  and  elected  Alexander  Jafiray  to  be  provost  far  the 
present  year.  At  the  same  time^  they  continised  the  other  members 
of  council  in  their  respective  offices,  they  always  being  trafficking 
merchants,  and  actual  inhabitants  of  the  town ;  bat  such  persons  as 
did  not  fall  under  this  description  were  ordered  to  be  removed.  In 
due  compliance  with  tliis  injunction,  the  council  elected  anottier  coun* 
sellor,  in  |^ace  of  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Pitfodd^  who  was  a  baron^ 
and  representative  in  parliament  for  the  county.*  On  the  usual  day 
of.  election,  in  September,  1688,  there  was  presented  to  the  council 
his  Majesty's  letter,  testifying  his  approbatiofi  of  their  conduct  in 
the  present  situatimi  of  public  affairs,  and  recommending  to  them  a 
continuance  of  it.  f  A  motion  was  thereupon  made,  that  no  person 
should  be  voted  into  the  council  who  had  subscribed  the  Covskaft, 
or  been  inimical  to  the  measures  of  the  king,  but  this  does  not  ap* 
pear  to  have  been  regarded ;  and  the  electicm  having  taken  place, 
Mr.  Leslie  was  named  a  counsellor.  At  Michaelmas,  16^  he  was 
elected  provost,  and  re-elected  to  the  office  in  the  years  1640^  164^9^ 
and  1643.  :|: 

On  the  day  aj^Kxinted  for  the  annual  election,  in  the  year  164^, 
Mr.  Leslie,  who  had  not  been  a  member  of  council  for  the  prececfing 

year, 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  liL  p.  ^35,  et  seq. 

t  <'  Charles  R.—- Trastie  and  well  beloyed^  wee  greet  you  weill.  Whereas  we  have,  at  several 
tyme3y  mckrstood,  and  now  ftatKAaH^,  bf  am  viglK  Iftatia  mi  wA  belavvd  ciwm  tmi  rsw 
cellar  the  Marquaia  of  HiEunka^  aura  aonHuananr,  how  dbtUMWn  aad  aaiiMBe  j»ii  hafve  cariadf 
yaoneUia^  at  iiiM.tjaM,  iivwhat  caMenMd  tiba  ggoi  af  aar  aarviaa.  Wee kave thaagtit  iW  ta'tA 
iiodca  a^k  unt»  jan  agame,  and  ta  giva  yon  haxtia  tlnskis  ftr  t^e  same;  anci  aa  wa  iHva  saw 
fauadyonraffKtaouinaaingalhp  wajyt,  so*  wee  dx»>aBaareyan  thaTwa  shall  Nafenpuftieukaeafa 
ci  wtM  dWl  eaneam  yau,  bemg  eonfidenl  tlM  yan  wil  still  aantinne  to  canya  yi^seMb  m  jrao 
ha^a  done,  fer  the  figthci'If ig  af  aaape  service  r  and,  sa  fatro  m  jmt  caoy  m  m  fiira*  anci  peaeeaHa 
way,  wae  authorise  yon  heivhy  ta  hinder  any  oAer  fiani  taiui|g  any  eaarsa  tei  ia  deregaiorir 
thareanto.  And  so  wee  hid  yan  fnwefl*,  ftaat  our  Court  at  Bagshat,  die  7A  SejrtanAer,  l69^<«» 
[XJouncil  Register,  vol,  lii.  p.  401.]] 

t  Council  Register,  voLlii.  pi  ?9^  4931  577*  753.  906% 
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year,  attended  the  meeting  along  with  Mr.  John  Bofw,  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  town,  and  presented  an  ordinance  of  the  committee 
of  estates,  directing  the  election  to  be  deferred  till  next  session  of 
parliament,  on  account  of  a  question  being  in  dependence  before  the 
committee^  concerning  the  previous  election ;  and  ordering  the  pre- 
sent mi^strates  and  office-bearers,  in  the  meantime,  to  continue  in 
the  exercise  of  their  several  offices.  The  parliament^  to  which  the 
committee  had  remitted  that  question,  found,  that,  as  certain  exctm^ 
municated  persons,  and  others  who  were  rebels  and  in  arms  within  the 
town^  had  improp^y  interfered  in  the  election  in  the  year  1646,  it 
was,  therefore^  null  and  invalid.  The  estates  nominated  and  ap^ 
pointed  the  whoie  members  of  council  for  the  present  year,  and  or« 
dained  those  whom  they  had  so  appointed,  to  meet  upon  the  24th 
February,  1647,  and  to  elect  the  magistrates  and  office4>earers.  This 
was  accordingly  done  ^in  the  usual  manner ;  Mr.  Leslie  was  chosen 
provost,  and  at  Michaelmas,  that  year,  he  was  re-elected.  After  the 
election  which  had  taken  place  at  Michaelmas,  in  the  year  1648,  Lou- 
don, the  Lord  Chancellor,  issued  his  mandate,  enjoining  the  council  to 
proceed  to  a  new  nomination,  in  case  any  person  who  was  suspected  of 
the  crimes  bxiA  faults  expressed  in  the  acts  of  the  committee  of  estates, 
of  the  2Sd  September  and  4th  October,  had  been  chosen  or  continued 
counsellors ;  and  requiring  Mr.  Leslie,  the  late  provost,  to  repair  to 
£dinbiu*gh,  and  attend  the  committee  of  estates.  As  neither  he,  nor 
the  provost  who  had  been  elected,  seemed  inclined  to  convene  the 
council,  so  as  to  comply  with  the  injunctions  of  the  chancellor's  let- 
ter, a  certain  number  of  the  counsellors  deputed  Alexander  Jaffray, 
one  of  the  baiUies^  to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  to  state  the  matter  to  the 
committee.  On  his  representation,  an  act  was  passed,  declaring  and 
adjudging  the  election  which  had  taken  place  to  be  null  and  invalid, 
and  nominating  the  usual  number  of  counsellors  for  the  present 
year.  These  were  ordained  to  convene  upon  the  15th  November, 
and  to  choose  the  magistrates  and  office-bearers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
to  which  due  obedience  was  shown.* 


I  i  2  No 


B^giatoTj 
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No  new  election  appears  to  have  taken  place  for  the  year  1652 ; 
and,  in  September,  1658,  Colonel  Robert  Lilbum,  commander  of  the 
English  forces  in  the  town,  by  order  of  the  council  of  estates,  directed 
the  former  magistrates  and  council  to  continue  in  their  respective 
offices  until  further  orders.  On  the  8d  of  October,  1655,  there  was 
presented  to  the  magistrates  an  ordinance  from  his  Highness  the 
Protector's  council,  authorising  the  counsellors  who  had  been  for- 
merly chosen  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  new  council,  accord- 
ing to  their  ancient  laws  and  customs ;  and,  upon  the  10th  of  that 
month,  the  old  council  convened,  and  made  choice  of  the  new,  and 
both  together  elected  the  magistrates  and  office-bearers  for  the  en- 
suing year,  conformable  to  the  usual  practice.*  In  this  situation,  the 
political  affairs  of  the  town  continued,  undisturbed  by  any  interfer- 
ence of  the  sovereign,  till  the  reign  of  King  James* 

In  the  year  1684,  a  difference  arose  between  Sir  George  Skene  of 
Fintray,  then  provost,  and  Walter  Bobertson,  and  certain  other  lead- 
ing men  in  the  council,  concerning  the  election  for  that  year ;  which 
led  to  a  question  at  law  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council.  Mr. 
Bobertson  and  his  friends  complained  of  some  undue  influence  hav- 
ing been  used  by  Sir  George,  at  the  time  of  his  nomination ;  but,  as 
the  town  council  declined  to  espouse  the  cause  of  either  of  the  parties, 
it  was  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  as  their 
sole  umpire.  His  Grace,  after  due  consideration  of  the  matter  under 
reference,  determined,  that  the  election  of  Sir  George,  as  provost, 
was  legal  on  his  part ;  and  ordained  Mr.  Bobertson  to  declare,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  council,  that  the  information  given  in  by  him  did  not 
proceed  from  any  personal  prejudice,  but  from  a  desire  to  maintain 
the  privileges  pf  the  borough.  He,  at  the  same  time,  recommended 
to  the  parties  to  cultivate  their  former  friendship,  and  enjoined  them 
both  to  enter  into  a  bond,  whereby  they  should  engage  not  to  inter- 
fere in  the  election  of  magistrates  for  three  years  ensuing,  so  as  ani- 
mosities among  the  citizens  might  be  prevented.  JBoth  parties  acqui- 
esced in  this  award,  and  so  the  matter  terminated,  f 

King 


*  Council  Register,  vol.  liii.  p.  398.  428.  46l. 

t  His  Grace,  on  this  occasion,  was  received  with  the  highest  marks  of  distinction.    On  his  ajN 
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King  James  VII.  had  no  sooner  ascended  the  throne,  than  he  ma- 
nifested those  arbitrary  principles  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom 
which  disgusted  the  people,  alienated  their  affections  from  him,  and 
ultimately  led  to  his  own  overthrow.  Among  the  first  of  his  despo- 
tic acts,  was  an  order  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Melfort,  concerning 
the  election  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of  Aberdeen,  for  the 
year  1685.  On  the  15th  of  September,  an  intimation  was  made,  by 
a  letter  from  the  chancellor,  that  the  ^  king  had  in  himself  the  power 
of  naming  the  magistrates  of  all  his  royal  boroughs,  as  often  as  this 
might  be  for  the  good  of  his  service  ;'*  and  therefore,  agreeably  to  his 
Majesty's  pleasure,  recommended  to  the  town  council  to  elect  George 
Leslie,  one  of  the  baillies,  to  be  provost  for  the  ensuing  year.  This 
recommendation  was  obsequiously  complied  with,  and  Mr.  Leslie  was 
chosen  provost.  The  king,  during  the  remainder  of  his  short  reign, 
strictly  adhered  to  this  unconstitutional  doctrine ;  for,  in  the  year 
1686,  the  chancellor,  by  command  of  the  king,  prohibited  any  new 
election  at  the  usual  time ;  and,  immediately  after,  his  Majesty  him- 
self, by  a  letter  addressed  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  nomi- 
nated every  one  of  the  counsellors — Mr.  Leslie  being  appointed  chief 
magistrate.  At  the  same  time,  an  order  was  transmitted  to  the  Earl 
of  Errbl  to  attend  the  council,  and  to  see  his  Majesty's  injunctions 
implicitly  obeyed.  In  the  subsequent  year,  the  election  was  ordered 
to  be  postponed,  by  a  warrant  from  the  privy  council,  till  the  king's 
pleasure  should  be  known;  and,  in  a  few  months  afterwards,  all 
the  members  of  council  were  appointed,  under  the  same  authority. 
The  election  for  16188  was  postponed,  by  royal  command ;  but,  on 
the  8th  November,  a  letter  was  transmitted  from  the  Earl  of  Perth, 
chancellor,  addressed  to  the  provost,  ordering  it  to  be  proceeded  to ; 
and  the  council  found  it  necessary  to  yield  immediate  compliance 
with  the  injunction.  This  was  among  the  last  arbitrary  acts  of 
King  James,  as  sovereign  of  Britain,  for  it  was  speedily  followed  by 

the  forfeiture  of  his  crown  and  dominions  for  ever.  * 

In 


proach  to  the  town^  he  was  met  by  a  great  number  of  the  burgesses,  on  horseback,  who  accompa- 
nied hun  to  his  lodging ;  and,  on  his  entry,  he  was  saluted  by  firing  of  cannon.— £C<wnct7  Register, 
vo/.lviL  p.  211.3 

•  CouncQ  Register,  voL  Ivii  p.  186.  286.  S6$.  S71.  295. 297- 
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In  the  year  1696»  the  election  of  the  new  council  having  taken 
place  when  nine  members  only  were  present,  was  brought  under  re- 
duction, and  deelaxed  null  and  inralid,  by  a  decree  of  the  lords  of 
the  privy  council ;  and  the  new  counselors  were  ordained  to  be 
chosen  by^the  magistrates  and  council,  who  had  been  elected  in  the 
years  1695  and  1696,  jointly.  Those  so  to  be  elected  were  appointed 
to  continue  in  offioe  till  Michaelmas,  1698  ;*  and,  by  an  act  of  coun- 
cil, it  was  dedared,  that  no  person  siK>uld  remain  in  the  situation  of 
provost  longer  than  two  years  successively,  at  any  one  period,  f 

In  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  many  worthy  per- 
sons, actuated  by  motives  of  benevolence,  and  by  a  regard  which  tiiey 
entertidned  for  the  town  and  community,  gave  and  devised,  by  deeds 
of  mortmain,  various  sums  of  money  and  property,  which  were  vested 
in  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  as  trustees  and  guardians,  for 
charitable  purposes,  and  for  the  support  of  the  public  works  and  in- 
stitutions of  the  place.  These  monies  had  been  carefully  stocked, 
and  lent  to  individuals,  on  such  security  as  could  be  obtained  in  the 
town  and  county ;  so  that  a  permanent  annual  revenue  might  be  de- 
rived firom  these  funds,  and  applied^  agreeably  to  the  injunctions  of 
the  benevolent  donors.:];  At  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars, 
the  stock  of  the  mortmains,  although  pretty  considerable,  was  soon 
torn  away  from  the  trustees,  and  applied  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  of 
the  very  heavy  contributions  that  were  imposed  upon  them  by  the 
leaders  of  contending  armies.  By  these  means,  the  funds  being  early 
exhausted,  and  the  multiplied  impositions  upon  the  citizens  having 
become  intolerable,  the  administrators  of  the  town  found  it  necessary 
to  adopt  another  expedient  to  relieve  them  of  these  grievous  exac- 
tions, and  to  extricate  them  from  many  other  difficulties  in  which 
they  were  involved.  The  magistrates  borrowed  money  for  these  pur- 
poses, in  name  of  the  treasurer,  from  individuals  who  were  inclined 
to  advance  it,  and  pledged  the  security  of  the  treasury  for  its  repay- 
ment. At  the  close  of  the  civil  commotions,  in  the  year  1651,  the 
whole  accumulated  debt,  due  by  the  public  to  the  town  and  commu- 
nity, 


*  Coundl  Register^  toL  IviL  p.  592.  604.  t  Ibid.  toL  IriL  p.  608. 

t  Vide  Table,  at  the  end  of  this  aectioD. 
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nity,  was  computed  to  be  927,120  merks,*  which  comprehended  riot 
only  those  sums  of  money  which  had  been  borrowed,  in  the  name  of 
the  treasurer,  for  the  abore  purposes,  and  for  supporting  the  inhabi- 
tants during  the  time  that  the  pestilence  raged  in  the  town,  but 
also  the  funds  under  the  administration  of  the  magistrates  and  / 
council,  as  trustees  and  guardians  of  the  mortmains  and  public  in« 
stitntions,  which  we  hare  just  mentioned.  As  soon  as  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdoms  had  been  confirmed  under  the  protector  and^ 
his  council,  the  magistrates  did  not  neglect  to  present  to  the  parlia- 
ment of  England  a  state  of  this  debt,  which  appeared  to  be  so  well 
established^  that  there  was  no  hesitation  in  passing  an  act,  authoris- 
ing them  to  retain  the  public  cess  payable  by  the  borough,  for  liqui- 
dating it  in  part ;  and  the  money  levied  on  that  account  was  appKed 
accordingly.  But,  at  the  time  of  the  restoration,  this  had  only  ex- 
tinguished 18,000  merks  of  the  principal  sum,  after  payment  of  the 
annual  interest.  Soon  after  this  epocha,  it  appears,  that  frequent  as- 
sessments had  been  made  annually  upon  the  inhabitants,  under  the 
authority  of  head  courts,  for  discharging  a  part  of  the  interest  of  the 
treasury  debt ;  but  these,  and  the  sums  which  were,  at  the  same  time, 
leried,  for  payment  of  the  stipends  of  the  ministers  of  the  town,  and 
other  municipal  purposes,  were  grievous  burdens  upon  the  people,  who 
had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  distresses  of  the  civil  war.  It,  there- 
fore, became  necessary  for  the  administrators  to  adopt  a  less  burden- 
some and  more  effectual  expedient  for  discharging  the  great  load  of 
treasury  debt.  In  the  year  1678,  they  applied  to  parliament,  and  ob- 
tained an  ac^  authorising  them  to  impose  and  levy  the  following  in- 
fernal customs  and  duties ;  namely,  4d.  on  the  Scottish  pint  of  ale 
and  beer,  and  L.50  on  every  ton  erf  wine ;  2s.  on  the  pint  of  Brandy, 
wine,  and  aqua  vitae,  vended  or  consumed  within  the  town ;  15s.  4d.  on 
the  carcass  of  every  ox,  12s.  on  every  calf,  and  0d.  on  every  other  ani- 
mal, broug^  to  the  market  for  sale  ;f  and  that  for  and  during  the  period 
of  eleven  years,  to  enable  them  to  extinguish  the  debt,  dae  to  the 
town  and  community,  amounting,  at  this  period,  to  927,000  merks. 

In 


*  TMiniii  was  equal  to  L.51^506  iterling;  and  supposed  ta  have  becft  t]l#  MMimt  of  their 
iosm  dnmg  the  dvfl  vrm^^CmncU  Rq^Htr,  m^  lik  pt  ffio.} 

f  This  unpost  was  generally  let  on  lease;  and,  in  the  year  1687,  the  duty  on  wines,  spirits,  and 
de,  waa  oidy  L.2350j  or  LA95  16s.  8d.  sterling.-^C(mfici/  Regisier^  vol.  IvL  p.  36l,  et  seqQ 
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In  the  year  1695,  a  similar  act  was  passed,  empowering  them  to  levy 
2d.  on  every  pint  of  ale  and  beer,  vended ;  L.50  on  every  ton  of  wine; 
L.50  on  every  butt  of  sack,  Spanish  or  Rhenish  wine ;  2s.  on  every 
pint  of  brandy- wine  imported,  on  strong  waters  or  aqua  vitae,  distil- 
led or  vended  within  the  town,  for  thirteen  years  certain,*  and  until 
the  balance  of  the  public  debt,  which,  at  this  period,  was  computed  to 
be  L.  120,000,  should  be  completely  extinguished.  This  term  was  pro- 
longed by  another  act  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  in  the  year 
1707,  to  the  further  period  of  twenty-five  years,  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  charge  of  erecting  a  new  pier  on  the  north 
side  of  the  harbour,  repairing  the  church,  and  rebuilding  the  town- 
house.  By  these  means  the  magistrates  were  enabled  to  discharge 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  debt,  which  had  been  contracted  in  name  of 
the  treasurer.  And  it  is  no  more  than  a  tribute  of  respect  which 
is  due  to  the  memories  of  the  administrators  of  the  town,  and  of 
the  citizens,  to  mention,  that  the  funds  which  had  been  appro- 
priated to  charitable  purposes  and  public  institutions  were,  about 
the  end  of  this  aera,  fully  and  completely  replaced;  while  subse- 
quent generations  have  amply  experienced  the  benefits  which  have 
been  derived  from  these  funds.  About  the  same  period,  the  inhabi- 
tants were  relieved  from  the  burden  of  assessments  for  ministers' 
stipends,  which  were  afterwards  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  trea- 
sury. ,  At  Michaelmas,  1712,  the  whole  public  debt  due  by  the 
treasurer  amounted  only  to  L.41,849  9s.  2d.  of  which  the  sum  of 
L.  18,855  7s-  6d.  had  been  recently  contracted,  for  the  expense 
of  bringing  spring  water  into  the  town  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitantSi 
and  for  erecting  public  cisterns.  The  permanent  annual  reve-> 
nue  of  the  treasury,  at  this  time,  was  L.8dl2  15s.  lid. ;  and  the 
annual  charge  upon  it,  for  ministers'  stipends,  and  mimicipal  pur- 
poses, was  no  less  than  L.  14,055  lis.  8d. :  «o  that,  although  aU  the 
public  funds  imder  the  administration  of  the  magistrates  and  coun- 
cil had  been  replacej^,  either  by  means  of  the  revenue  arising  from 

the 


*  The  impost  cm  mneB,  under  this  act,  for  the  year  from  September^  ICQS,  to  September,  I699, 

produced  only  -  -  -  m  L^2S9    4    0 

And  on  the  ale,  from  March,  1699,  to  Uarcb,  1700  -  .  2487    S    % 
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the  impost,  under  the  above  acts  of  parliament,  and  by  the  treasurer 
interposing  his  security  for  the  deficiency;  yet  he  was  subjecting 
himself  and  the  ancient  patrimony  of  the  borough  to  an  accumulat- 
ing debt  of  L.5742  14s.  lid.  annually,  which,  without  an  assessment 
upon  the  inhabitants,  or  some  extraordinary  means,  never  could  be 
checked,  or  prevented ;  for  even  the  revenue  arising  from  the  im- 
post was  inadequate  to  accomplish  the  reduction  of  it.  Indeed, 
after  the  rebellion,  in  the  year  1715,  the  treasury  debt  had,  by 
these  means,  increased  to  the  sum  of  L.50,214  4s.  6d.  exclusive  of 
the  money  due  by  the  community  at  large  for  the  expense  of  the  pub- 
lic wells.  These  circumstances  we  shall  elucidate  by  the  subjoined  state, 
which  has  been  extracted  from  the  annual  public  accounts,  exhibited 
and  read  in  the  Michaelmas  head  court,  previous  to  the  elections.* 

K  k  On 


*  State  of  the  Tretsorer^s  Annual  Acoount,  at  Michaelmas,  1712,  for  the  preceding  year.*- 

JORV  MlDDLETON,   TREASURER. 
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Permanent  Retencs.  ScoUuk  Money. 

1711  To  &a  and  teind  duties  recdved        -  -  ^    -  £.1422  19    9 

...  rents  of  the  town's  public  nuDa,  of  the  bell  and  petty  cuatom8,&c.  let  on  lease  4058  13    4 
...  rents  of  shops  under  the  tolbooth,  and  vault  on  the  south  aide  of  the 

CastlqpUe  ... 

...  feu  duties  receivable  •  •  - 

...  assessment  on  the  inhabitsnts,  for  interest  of  the  debt  on  die  public  wdls,  &C. 
...  interest  of  1000  merks,  due  by  William  Gordon  Taylor 
...  nett  rent  of  Pettins  and  Bogfiurly 
...  fees  of  mortdoths^  received  for  die  preceding  year 
...  duplicando,  for  entering  vassals  • 


Annual  Expenditure. 
By  nunistersT  stipends^  and  coals,  andfor  the  Ann,  to  th< 

SEndchildrenof  Mr.  James  Osbom  • 

...  Equsedues 

...  interest  of  monies  due  by  the  treasurer 

...  charges  of  the  commissioners  to  the  boroughs 

...  salaries  to  officors,  &c  «  • 

...  law  charges 

»..  the  bibliothecar  of  the  coO^e 

...  diarges  of  tzansporting  Mr.  MdviDe,  minister,  to  tb 

Carried  Ibrward  « 


- 

124    0    0 

. 

288     0    0 

rablic  wdls,  &c. 

1335  16    0 

. 

36  13    4 

• 

777    1    6 

1 

J 

c 

250    0    0 
19  12    0 

e.8312  15  11 

£.3568 

2 

0 

237 

4 

8 

3169 

0 

8 

744 

4 

0 

1048 

0 

0 

244 

5 

8 

177 

8 

6 

513 

15 

0 

£.9702 

0 

6 

S50  AKKALS  OF   ABERDBSK. 

On  these  topics  we  shall  have  occasion  to  enlarge  more  fully,  in  an« 
other  branch  of  this  work. 

Although 

Scatiish  Moaey. 


BrcmgM  f<Nrward               -           £.9702    0  6  £SSi^  15  11 
1711  By  dean  of  guik^  repaid  him  for  oertain  municipal  dmxgew,  for 
which  the  treasury  was.  liable,  after  applying  the  funds 

generally  appropriated  to  these  puiposes           ^     -  1971  14  4 

...  petty  dhborsements  this  year                   «                       .  1717    4  4 

...  town  sefjeanta,  far  attendance  on  the  muscle  scalp      «  2$9.   IB  B 

...  town's  advocate,  and  agenfs  salaries                 «  90  13  4 

...  charge  of  collecting  the  cess  and  well  money                   «  236  17  10 

...  cess  of  Pettins          -                       -                       ^i  17  10  6 

...  proportion  of  the  diamberlain's  salary             «                  «  30    S  4 


14055  10  10 


£.5742  14  11 
In  sterling  money  «  £.478  11    2 


»'%%»%%%%%i%%>^»'»»» 


I'he  debt  due  by  the  treasurer,  at  Michaehnas,  1711  -  £.49068     4    7 

Of  which  there  was  paid  by  the  revenue  arisiiq^  from  die  impost  5000    0    0 

And  there  remained  the  sum  of  «  £.44068     4    7 

Of  which  there  was  due,  T>y  the  community,  for  the  well  debt  18855    7    6 

•  -  -  ■      -  ■ 

And  there  remained  a  balanoe  of  m  ,         £.25212  17    1 

Or,  in  sterling  monay  •«  •        £.2101     1     5 

These  sumt  were  due  to  ^the  other  public  funds,  under  -the  adminis- 

'    tration  of  the  magistrates,  halving  »faeen  advanoed,  fi«m  time  to 

'   time,  to  the  treasurer,  as  the  public  exigencies  requhred. 


^%^%^^»%^^%^^^^i% 


The  debt  due  by  the  treasurer,  at  Midiaelmas,  171 6,  was  as  follows,  viz.:*** 

To  the  master  of  guild  brethren's  hospital            •  -            £.8641  I6  1 

...  themaster  of  kirk  and  bridge  works                    •  •        12435  7  11 

...  the  dean  of  guild                   ...  3386  19  9 

...  the  master  of  mortifications          «                    .•  •           38025  12  2 

...  Alex.  Innes,  merchant  in  Edinburgii                         •  4000  O  O 

...  Mrs.  Betty  Udny                            -                   -  -          2666  13  11 


£.69156    9  10 


Of  which  sum  there  was  due  by  the  community,  for  the  debt  con< 

tracted  by  the  treasurer,  for  the  public  wells,  being         •  18048    5  4 

So  there  remained  a  balance  of           .•                    •  £.50214    4  6 

The  debt  due  at  Michaelmas,  171 1>  was  only  25212  17  1 


Sothatithadinaeased,  in^veyears  «  £.25001    7    5 
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Although  there  had  been  no  political  dissensionfi,  during  this  pe- 
between  the  burgesses  of  guild  and  the  admixiistrators  of  the 
town,  yet  an  attempt  was  made,  in  the  year  1678,  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  citizens  against  the  magistrates,  concerning  certain  assess- 
ments, which  had  been  authorised  by  the  annual  head  courts,  for  de- 
fraying the  municipal  charges  of  the  town,  for  answering  the  deficiency 
of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  which  had  been  contracted  during 
the  war,  and  in  the  time  of  the  pestilence ;  arid  for  other  public  pur- 
poses. John  Innes,  and  some  other  burgesses  who  adhered  to  him,  con- 
ceiving that  they  were  entitled  to  annul  this  proceeding,  commenced 
an  opposition  to  the  assessment ;  and  Mr.  Innes'  patriotic  zeal  unfor- 
tunately led  him  so  far  as  to  offer  indignity  to  the  magistrates  in  the 
annual  head  court*  In  order  to  vindicate  their  authority,  they  not 
only  imposed  upon  him  a  very  heavy  fine,  but  committed  him  to 
prison,  shut  up  his  shop,  and  disfranchised  him.  This  very  rigid 
exertion  of  power  compelled  him  to  present  a  complaint  to  the 
lords  of  the  privy  council,  charging  the  magistrates  with  having  com- 
mitted upon  him  an  act  of  oppression.  They,  in  return,  recriminated, 
and  accused  him  ^  of  stirring  up  sedition  and  mutiny  among  the  ci- 
tizens, by  asserting  that  they  had,  since  the  restoration,  uplifted  up- 
wards of  20,000  merks  from  the  town,  by  way  of  assessment,  and 
applied  the  money  to  their  own  private  use ;  although  it  consisted 
with  his  knowledge  that  they  had  expressed  their  readiness  to  shew 
that  it  had  been  profitably  applied  to  payment  of  the  ministers'  sti- 
pends, to  the  support  of  the  public  hospital,  and  to  other  municipal 
purposes.'*  They,  at  the  same  time,  represented  to  the  privy  coun- 
cil, that  the  common  good  of  the  borough  was  so  inadequate  to  the 
charge  upon  it,  that  there  was  an  urgent  necessity  for  assessing  the 
inhabitants  yearly  for  the  deficiency ;  and  they  denied  the  assertion  Of 
Mr.  Innes,  that,  indenting,  they  had  charged  him  for  his  importations, 
and  then  assessed  him  for  the  same  goods,  when  he  retailed  them. 
In  those  arbitrary  and  ylespotic  times,  where  justice  was  often  pre- 
vented by  faction  and  interest,  Mr,  Innes  had  very  little  chance  of 
obtaining  redress  of  his  grievances,  especially  where  public  function- 
aries were  concerned.  The  lords,  after  mature  deliberation,  approved 
of  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates,  in  every  point,  and,  as  he  had  been« 
in  the  meantime,  liberated  from  confinement^  ordained  him,  under  a 

K  k  2  penalty 
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penalty  of  2000  merks,  to  return  to  prison  within  ten  days,  where  he 
was  to  remain,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  magistrates.  He  submit- 
ted accordingly,  acknowledged  his  oflfence,  and  having,  in  a  head 
court,  which  was  assembled  for  the  purpose,  craved  their  pardon,  his 
liberty  and  freedom  were  restored  to  him,  and  L.100  of  his  fine  re- 
mitted.* This  circumstance  seems  to  have  checked,  for  many  years, 
every  opposition  to  the  assessments  upon  the  inhabitants ;  for,  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  this  period,  very  heavy  sums  were  continued  to  be 
assessed  annually,  for  ministers'  stipends  and  municipal  charges, 
&c.  which  will  appear  from  the  table  annexed  to  the  end  of  this 
chapter. 

When  episcopacy  had  been  abolished  in  Scotland,  the  committees 
of  religion,  as  they  were  called,  assumed  the  whole  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction. The  Scottish  presbyterian  clergy  claimed  an  absolute  in- 
dependence of  the  civil  magistrate,  and  ruled  with  rigour  and 
imrelaxing  austerity  over  their  congregations.  We  have  already  had 
occasion  to  remark,  that  the  church  session  of  Aberdeen  had,  from 
its  earliest  establishment,  possessed  unbounded  authority,  and  exer- 
cised its  jurisdiction  with  unrelenting  severity.  In  the  present  age, 
this  court  did  not  abate  its  rigorous  discipline  over  unfortunate 
transgressors,  on  whom  absurd  and  extravagant  punishments  f  con- 
tinued 


*  Council  Register,  voL  IyL  p.  838.  845.  851.  et  aeq.— Fountainhall's  Dec  voL  L  p.  16. 

t  We  have  sdeoled,  from  the  records  of  the  ehureh  session,  the  following,  as  specimens  of  the 
inany  cases  which  occuired  before  this  ecclesiastical  judicatory,  in  the  course  of  this  age  :— 

1st  July,  1688.— -Jeills  Paterson,  who  confessed  fornication  with  Adam  Dow,  servant  to  Alex* 
ander  Sutherland  of  Forres,  within  his  ship,  at  the  quay,  was  ordained  to  be  carted  from  the  cross 
to  the  quayhead,  where  she  was  to  be  ducked  at  the  cran ;  thereafter,  to  be  confined  in  the  oorxec* 
tion-house  till  Whitsunday  next,  and  to  be  whipped  every  Monday  during  that  period. 

80th  August,  1640.— £lq[>et  Taylor,  spouse  to  Alex.  Robertson,  having  confessed  the  sin  of 
adultery  with  John  Gordon,  brother  of  Alexander  Gordon  of  Birsemore,  as  she  alleged^  was  ordained 
to  be  scourged  at  the  cross  to-morrow,,  to  be  carted  through  the  town,  with  a  paper  crown  on  her 
head,  and  the  bellman  to  go  before,  and  proclaim  her  banishment  from  the  town. 

The  same  day— Agnes  Hay,  guilty  of  fornication  with  William  Ross,  soldier,  under  promise  of 
marriage,  and  bands  proclaimed,  was  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  correction-house,  and,  on  Satur* 
day  next,  to  be  taken  to  the  cross,  and  set  in  the  branks,  having  her  head  cUpped:  and  to  make 
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tinued  to  be  inflicted,  for  irregularities  and  deviations  from  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  church;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  child 
murder  was  not  unfrequently  committed,  and  many  mihappy  per- 
sons suffered  the  utmost  severity  of  the  law.  About  the  year 
1641,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  who  had  been  distinguished  as  an  active 
promoter  of  the  covenant,  was  appointed  one  of  the  ministers  of  the 
town,  and,  for  some  time,  had  the  whole  ministerial  charge.  No 
sooner  had  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  than  he  began  to 
eiiercise  his  ecclesiastical  authority  with  much  rigour,  and  even  fulmi- 
nated his  anathemas  against  the  civil  magistrate,  for  not  complying 
with  his  dictates.  His  ecclesiastical  tyranny  at  length  became  intole- 
rable to  the  people,  and  his  congregation  was  compelled  to  complain  to 
the  magistrates,  of  his  hiAving  introduced,  under  pretence  of  religious 
zeal,  innovations  and  practices  into  the  church,  by  which  no  person 
could  be  admitted  to  the  communion,  except  those  who  presented 
themselves  for  trial  of  their  religious  faith,  and  were  found  duly  qua- 
lified, as  fit  christians,  to  partake  of  that  sacred  ordinance.  This 
complaint  he  appears  to  have  disregarded ;  and,  in  place  of  yielding 
to  the  remonstrance  of  the  magistrates,  against  the  impropriety  of  his 
conduct,  declaimed  against  them  from  the  pulpit  for  their  interfer- 
ence in  what  he  considered  to  be  cognizable  only  in  the  church  ses- 
sion. The  matter  was  represented  to  the  provincial  synod,  but  re- 
dress was  not  to  be  expected  from  this  court ;  and  both  the  magis- 
trates and  the  congregation  were  compelled  to  submit,  with  reluctance, 
to  his  decrees.  In  the  year  1660,  a  complaint  was  presented  to  the 
magistrates,  charging  him  with  having  published  a  seditious  book, 
entitled  Lex  JReor,  without  authority,  and  for  denouncing  anathemas 
and  imprecations  against  many  of  his  congregation,  in  the  course  of 

performing 


her  repentance  on  Sunday :  and  to  be  conveyed  back  to  the  ooirection-hoiise^  where  she  was  to  remain 
during  the  fkoiurt  €f  the  eeseum. 

17th  December^  1660.^— George  Mill^  who  had  been  whipped  through  the  town  for  a  treUpse 
in  fornication^  having  cursed  the  spectators^  was  found  to  have  been  hemomdy  guil^«  and  remitted  , 
to  the  presbjrteiy,  %&  worthy  of  excommunication. 

1705.^^Franci8  Shepherd  being  deleted  before  the  presbytery,  for  having  drank  Satan's  healthy 
was  ordained  to  appear  in  the  churchy  in  sackcloth,  to  expiate  his  offence,  but  died  in  the  mean** 
time. 
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performing  his  religious  duties.  A  variety  of  proceedings  took  place 
on  this  question  before  the  magistrates,  but  no  judgment  was  given ; 
Mr.  Cant,  however,  finding  his  situation  rather  unpleasant,  amidst 
popular  discontents,  withdrew  himself  from  his  pastoral  charge,  re« 
moved  from  the  town  with  his  wife  and  family,  and  died  about  the 
year  1664.*  After  the  re-establishment  of  episcopal  authority,  the 
clergy  and  the  church  session  did  not  relax  in  their  severity  and  ty- 
ranny over  the  people ;  nor  were  these  reformed  in  their  morals  by 
the  punishments  which  were  inflicted  upon  them,  but  seem  to  have 
persevered  in  their  irregularities,  almost  in  defiance  of  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  courts. 

In  this  age,  there  were  few  religious  sects  in  Aberdeen,  the  people 
being  either  presbyterians,  or  of  the  episcopal  persuasion,  although 
not  a  few  continued  to  adhere  to  the  doctrines  of  popery.  In  the 
year  1663,  the  religion  of  the  quakers  began  to  gain  ground 
among  some  of  the  inhabitants.  It  had,  by  this  time,  made  consi- 
derable progress  in  England,  under  the  &mous  George  Fox  and 
James  Naylor ;  and  its  enthusiasm  having  spread  to  this  place,  occa- 
sioned no  little  disturbance,  both  to  the  magistrates  and  to  the  eccle- 
siastics. Mr.  George  Keith,  William  Nepper,  shipmaster,  and  Wil- 
liam Stuart,  three  of  the  citizens,  having  broken  off  all  connexion 
with  the  established  church,  and  openly  avowed  the  principles  of  the 
quakers,  the  magistrates  considered  that  this  religious  innovation 
deserved  their  serious  attention.  They  convened  these  people  be- 
fore them,  condemned  them  to  be  immediately  conducted  out  of  the 
town  by  the  Serjeants,  and  prohibited  the  inhabitants  from  harbour- 
ing them  in  their  houses,  under  heavy  penalties.  These  severities 
they  bore  with  their  usual  patience,  persisting  in  holding  occasional 
religious  meetings  in  the  town,  and  increasing  the  number  of 
their  proselytes.  The  magistrates,  alarmed  at  their  success  in 
gaining  converts  and,  perhaps,  instigated  by  the  clergy,  f  without 

further 


*  Council  Register,  toL  lii.  p.  624.  vol.  liil  p.  413.  437.  et  seq.  vol  li^.  p.  189-  SOO.  et  seq. 

t  ThoDUBB  Milne,  shoemaker,  having  become  a  convert  to  the  quakers,  was  called  befiice  the 
church  session,  but  having  persevered  in  maintaining  his  principles,  was  remitted  to  the  thre^  ai- 
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farther  enquiry,  issued  their  orders  to  apprehend  all  male  quakers 
at  their  next  contention,  to  imprison  them  in  the  jail,  and  to  shut 
up  their  meeting-house.  Such,  however,  was  their  enthusiasm,  that 
they  were  not  to  he  intimidated  by  these  rigorous  measures.  They 
persevered  in  the  profession  of  their  religious  doctrines,  and  were  sub- 
jected to  every  indignity,  of  imprisonment  and  disfranchisement. 
Having  appropriated  a  piece  of  ground,  on  the  east  side  of  the  GaU 
lowgate^  to  the  interment  of  their  dead,  they  buried  the  bodies  in  it, 
without  any  religious  ceremony ;  but  this  having  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  magistrates,  they  ordered  these  'to  be  raised,  and  buried  in 
consecrated  ground,  and  the  walls  of  their  burial  place  to  be  demo- 
lished. To  all  these  oppressions  they  submitted,  without  the  le^st  mur- 
mur. In  the  year  1674,  Thomas  Dochray  and  WiUiam  Gelly,  two  of 
these  inoffensive  people,  were  imprisoned,  under  a  warrant  from  the 
magistrates,  upon  a  cliarge  which  was  brought  against  them  for  derid- 
ing the  holiness  of  the  kirk^  by  calling  it  a  steeple-house^  and  for  at- 
tending their  conventicle.  Those  men. remained  in  jail  for  some 
time ;  but  a  representation  being  made  to  the  lords  of  the  privy 
council;  they  were  ordered,  by  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to 
be  liberated.  After  this  period,  the  quakers  appear  to  have  been  al- 
lowed to  practise  their  devotions  and  religious  duties  agreeably  to 
the  principles  which  they  professed,  and  to  bury  their  dead,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  custom,  without  molestation.* 

In  this  puritanical  age,  the  people  in  general  seem  to  have 
been  extremely  bigotted ;  while  men  in  office  assumed  a  grave  and 
even  sanctified  demeanour.  Theology  appears  to  have  been  their 
favourite  study,  and  the  object  of  their  thoughts  and  contemplations. 
Their  literature  was  the  sacred  writings,  and  the  more  enthusiastic 
description  of  commentators  on  the  bible.  The  publications  of  au- 
thors connected  with  Aberdeen  demonstrate  this  in  a  very  strong  de- 
gree, and  mark  the  ruling  temper  of  their  minds.  That  sanctity  was 
religiously  observed  by  those  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  who  would 

not 


9Mlen  of  the  town^  to  use  their  influence  with  him,  which  seems  to  have  had  very  litde  effect,  and 
the  matter  was  drajpped^^Becurds  of  Church  Sessum,  ^5ih  Nov.  l66l.]| 

*  Council  Register,  vol.  liv.  p.  495.  vol.  Iv.  p.  209*  352.  402*  561.  GiB. 
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not  presume  to  use  the  name  of  the  supreme  being  in  the  introduce 
tory  clause  of  a  notarial  instrument,  lest  they  should  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  church.  Their  writings  and  public  papers  were  also 
framed  and  written  in  a  loose  and  careless  manner,  which  evinced 
that  their  speculations  were  generally  engaged  in  something  else 
than  the  object  before  them.  On  days  appropriated  to  public  re- 
joicing, the  people  expressed  their  exultations  in  psalmody  on  the 
streets,  in  imitation  of  their  superiors ;  and,  although  the  former  part 
of  the  day  was  devoted  to  religious  duty,  yet  the  latter  part  was  often 
spent  in  drinking  wine,  Which  not  unfrequently  engendered  strife 
and  disorder  among  the  citizens. 

To  restrain  their  licentious  disposition,  statutes  were  repeatedly 
enacted  by  the  magistrates  and  council,  denouncing  blasphemers, 
profaners,  and  all  those  who  committed  breaches  of  the  Sabbath,  by 
walking  on  the  streets,  or  in  the  fields,  during  the  time  of  sermon ; 
prohibiting  keepers  of  taverns  from  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  any 
person,  after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  under  the  penalty  of  L.  10;  and 
interdicting  the  sale  of  flesh,  fish,  and  green  herbs,  on  Sunday.* 

During  no  part  of  this  period  have  we  discovered  any  games  or 
pastimes  in  practice  among  the  citizens,  except  botvlingf-^  and  golfing^ 
which  last  continues  to  be  a  favourite  recreation  at  the  present  day. 
Bowling  greens  are  said  to  have  originated  in  England,  and  bowling 
was  a  popular  amusement  for  many  centuries.  It  was  first  intro- 
duced, by  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  after  the  restoration,  in  the 
links,  where  a  regular  green  was  formed  for  their  accommodation, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  When  the  garden 
of  Robert  Gordon's  hospital  was  laid  out,  about  the  middle  of  that 
period,  a  bowling  green  was  made  in  it  for  the  use  of  the  citizens ; 
but  it  is  not  now  so  generally  frequented  as  it  was  wont  to  be  in 

former  times. 

Rioting, 


«  Cconcil  B^pflter,  voL  liL  jf.  10.  voL  ly.  p.  139. 

t  Two  or  more  persons  ooold  engage  in  this  pastime.  A  small  bowl,  crjack,  served  ai  a  mark 
finr  the  direction  of  the  bowls^  and  whidi  was  bowled  at  alternately  by  the  players;  die  saeoessfol 
candidate  being  he  who  could  lay  his  bowl  nearest  to  the  mark.  It  was  sddom  practised  by  the 
juvenile  part  of  the  dtiaens. 
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Rioting  and  meal-mobbing,  in  i  the  town,  appear  to  have  com- 
menced in  the  year  1688,  being  incited  by  the  exportation  of  meal 
from  the  port  of  Aberdeen.  The  artificers  having  taken  the  alarm,  as- 
sembled^  along  with  their  servants,  in  hostile  array,  armed  with  swords, 
and  pistols,  and  seized  and  carried  off,  in  their  passage  to  the  quay, 
eighty  sacks  of  meal,  which  they  lodged  in  the  Trinity  hospital.  The 
magistrates  did  not  neglect  speedily  to  suppress  this  insurrection,  and 
to  redress  the  outrage  which  had  been  committed.  They  swnmoned 
before  them  the  convener  and  deacons  of  the  incorporations,  and  im- 
posed a  fine  of  L.80  upon  the  former,  and  L.40  upon  each  of  the 
latter ;  and  ordained  them  to  acknowledge  the  offence  in  the  public 
court  *  This  summary  exertion  of  authority  seems  to  have  checked 
tumultuous  disorders  of  this  kind  for  many  years. 

The  civil  commotions,  and  distracted  state  of  the  nation,  during 
the  greatest  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  proved  a  great  obstruc- 
tion to  trade  and  manufactures  in  Scotland;  and  the  progress  of 
these  was  necessarily  very  languid.  In  the  year  1612,  the  magis- 
trates made  an  attempt  to  establish  a  herring  fishery  at  Aberdeen, 
and,  with  that  view,  purchased,  at  Rotterdam,  a  vessel  of  fourteen 
lasts  burden,  completely  fitted  out  with  nets  and  lines,  and  en- 
gaged a  Dutchman,  as .  master  and  conductor  of  the  business,  to 
whom  they  promised  an  adequate  remuneration  for  his  services  and 
attention ;  but  what  progress  they  made  in  the  undertaking  we  have 
not  been  informed. 

In  the  year  1636,  they  obtained  from  King  Charles  I.  a  patent  for 
establishing  a  house  of  correction,  chiefly  with  the  view  of  reforming 
the  morals,  and  of  promoting  good  order  and  industry  among  a  cer- 
tain description  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  to  be  employed  in  ma- 
nufacturing broad  cloths,  kerseys^  seys^  and  other  coarse  cloths.  This  \ 
being  a  new  and  important  undertaking,  Robert  and  Nicholas  Beas- 
ton  were  brought  from  Edinburgh  to  superintend  the  work,  and  to 
direct  the  magistrates  in  the. proper  mode  of  conducting  it.  For 
this  establishment,  a  property  was  purchased  in  that  part  of  tlie 

L  1  town 


•  CouDcQ  Bister,  toL  UL  p.  88a 
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town  which  afterwardi  obtmitied  the  iwme  Of  the  Coriection^wjDd,  at 
the  expense  of  SOOO  merks,  raised,  under  the  authority  of  a  head  courts 
by  an  assessment  upon  the  dtisens.*  The  manufacture  <^  cloths 
was  carried  on,  in  the  house  of  correction,  for  serretal  yearsi  by  a  jmnt 
stock  cotnpanyi  to  a  pretty  oonsiderafale  ektent ;  but  met  with  ^^at 
obstruction,  during  tiiie  dvil  wars,  from  the  cobtendhig  armies^  wluch^ 
on  lepieated  occasions,  pillaged  their  wares.  After  the  disastrous  battle 
of  the  Crabestone,  the  proprietor's  loss  was  estimated  at  L.1868  16s. 
8d.  being  the  value  of  goods  which  had  been  {Sundered  by  the  Irish 
soldiers,  and  carried  off  fram  the  shops  of*  thioae  who  had  fidlen ;  be^ 
sides  S86  ells  of  broad  doth,  and  165  of  kerseys,  that  had  been  given 
to  the  leaden  of  tiw  anny,  by  order  (rf*the  maipstraiea,  fra:  preventing 
the  destruction  of  the  men^snts'  bocdcs.  Some  years  afterwards,  in 
order  to  promote  this  undertaking,  they  purchased  a  fulling  mill,  on 
the  river  Bon ;  but,  towards  the  close  of  the  century,  the  trade  seems 
to  have  languished,  and  the  work  was  abandoned  about  the  year  lYll^ 
when  the  properties  were  sold,  and  converted  to  other  purposes. 
This  establishment  appears  to  have  partaken  of  the  nature  of  a  mo- 
dem bridewell ;  for  all  vagabonds  and  miiior  delinquents  were  or- 
dered, by  a  special  act  of  the  town  council,  to  he  cohfinedt'  and  em- 
ployed at  Work  in  the  correction-house,  which,  not  unfrequently,  was 
also  appropriated  as  a  prison  for  ecclesiastical  offenders. 

From  the  acoount  of  custmns  of  the  port  of  Aberdeen^  which 
were  collected  by  the  magistrates,  under  the  authdtity  vi  the  eKieoa!>- 
tive  power,  for  the  year  from  1st  November,  1650,  to  1st  Novem- 
ber, 1651,  it  appear^  that  73,858  ells  of  plaidenf  were  manufac- 
tured, and  exported  to  Campvere  and  Bantzic.  .  This  work  may, 
therefore,  be  reckoned  the  parent  of  all  the  subsequent  manufac- 
turing establishments  of  that  kind  in  the  town.  About  this  pe- 
riod we  may  be  allowed  to  date  the  origin  of  the  manufacture  of 
stockings,  which^  in  the  subsequent  century,  acquired  so  much  repute 

abroad, 


jt*^A^m^m0mt 


*  Council  Register,  yol.  lii.  p.  301. 

t  Sir  Patrick  Drununond,  at  that  time  Conservator  in  Holland,  often  remark^,  that  Scotland 
was  more  obliged  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  for  returns  in  money  for  its  trade,  than  to  all  the  other 
towns  of  the  kingdooL^-^PAtAipoJtfetf^^  History  of  Aberdeen,  ^  ^ti5^]| 
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abroad^  aid  tended  not  onl^r  to  enrich  many  of  the  citizens  who  em^ 
barked  in  tliat  branch  of  manufacture,  but  to  ufford  constant  enypkiy- 
menV  both  to  the  young  dnd  to  the  old,  who  were  employed  in  spin- 
ning the  raw  materia^  and  knitting  the  stockings.  In  the  course  of 
the  laat  menlioDed  period,  415  dozens  of  jiairs  of  these  were  exported 
to  Campyef e,  Norway,  and  Bantzic. 

In  the  year  1640,  Robert  Johnston^  Esq.  of  London^  a  native  of 
Aberdeen,  actuated  by  motives  of  benevolence,  with  a  view  to 
promote  industry  among  the  inhabitants,  devised,  by  his  last  wiU,  to 
the  magistrates  and  council,  the  sum  of  L.600  sterling,  which  he  or- 
dered to  be  applied  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  them  to  employ  the 
poor  jieople  of  the  town  in  trade  and  manufactures.  The  yearly 
profit  to  be  derived  therefrom  was  directed  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
yeivef  of  the  aged  blmd,  lame,  and  impotent  people  of  the  town. 
Thia  money  seems,  e«  frequent  occasions,  to  have  been  employed 
m  purchasing  materiala  for  vanoua  branches  of  mamifaetures^  and 
puticnknij  in  promoting  those  which  we  have  just  now  had  occa- 
ston  to  nwntion. 

Salmon  and  pork  were,  at  this  time^  as  they  had  been  for  many 
previous  ages,,  the  staple  commodities  of  Aberdeen.  These  articles 
were  exported  to  Holland^  France,  and  Spain^  on  a  pretty  extensive 
scale,  and  made  certain  and  prompt  returns  to  the  merchants. 
Salmon  were  caught,  in  great  abundance,  in  the  rivers  Bee  and  Don, 
and  produced,  in  favourable  seasons,  upwards  of  1440  barrels.*  The 
curing  and  ptepBirmg  the  salmon  for  the  foreign  market  was  particu- 
lariy  attended  to  by  the  mugisttates,  who  appointed  not  only  the 
coopers  that  were  employed  in  salting  and  packing  the  fish,  but  also  a^ 
person  tamarii  the  barrela  with  the  letters  abd.  before  they  were  ship^ 
ped  for  exportation.  By  these  means^  improper  practices  were  pre« 
vented,  and  the  commodity,  being  known  by  that  d^tinguishifng  mark, 
acquired  a  character  in  the  foreign  market.  After  the  union  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  salmon  caught  in  the  early  part  of  the  season 

L  1  £  found 


*"  A  band  oantiuiied'  alxmt  250  pounds  wdght  of  salmon.    The  season  commences  12th  De« 
eembcr,  and  ends  19th  September. 
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found  a  ready  market  at  London.  The  fish  was  boiled,  and  pre- 
served with  vinegar,  and  exported  to  that  city  in  small  kits,  from 
time  to  time,  by  swift  sailing  smacks,  employed  for  the  purpose. 
Some  of  these  vessels  were  provided  with  wells,  in  which  the  fishes 
were  preserved  alive  till  they  arrived  at  London ;  but  this  did  not  al- 
ways answer  the  purpose  intended,  for  a  tedious  or  stormy  passage 
often  proved  fatal  to  the  cargo.  Towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  a  very  important  discovery  was  made,  for  preserving  salmon 
in  a  fresh  state,  by  means  of  ice,  which  tended  very  much  to  increase 
the  demand  of  the  London  market,  and  greatly  to  enhance  the  value 
of  this  species  of  property. 

The  pork  of  Aberdeen  was  long  esteemed  in  the  foreign  market, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  quality,  but  from  the  care  and 
attention  which  was  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  coopers  in  curing  and 
packing  it.  For  centuries,  the.  inhabitants  were  in.  the  practice  of 
rearing  hogs;  and  the  farmers  and  tnUlers.in  the  county  bad  gone- 
rally  olie  or  more  of  these  to  dispose  of*  They  were  purchased  by  the 
butchers  of  the  town,  killed  at  the  age  of  fifteen  or  eighteen  months,, 
and  sold  to  the  coopers,  who  cured  the  pork  for  exportation. .  The 
magistrates,  at  an  early  period,  established  sjilutary  regulations  for 
this  branch  of  trade;  and  an  officer  was  appointed;  Under  their  au- 
thority,  to  examine  th^  quality  and'  sounaries§  of  the  pork,,  before  it 
was  delivered  to  the  purchaser,  or  allowed  to  b6  removed  from  the 
market  pl^ce. 

Besides  these  articles,  there  were  considerable  exports  of  wdol- 
fells,*  plaiden,  firigrams,  stuffs,  serges;  and  stQckuCigSf  The  imports 
consisted  principally  of  wines,  brandy,'  sugar,  tobacco,  ^Qxp$:  iron, 
slates,  warlike  stores,  and  manufactured  goods,  from  Holland^  Flan- 
ders, and  other  parts  of  the  continent  ;f:  but  the  intercourse,  with 
England  would  seem  to  hav^  feeea  very  ixicon9i4er#))}«. 


'  4  *    ^        i  J>   t    I 


»  f  •  ,  r  '  » 

In 


*  Thirty  thousand  lamb  skins  were  said  to  have  been  exported,  in  one  year,  to  Dantzic 

■ 

t  The  return  of  customs  and  excise  to  the  crown,  by  Aberdeep,  after  the  restoration,  was  esti« 
mated,  in  the  17th  century,  at  L.30,000  Scots,  or  L.2,500  Sterling. 
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The  shipping  belonging  to  the  port  of  Aberdeen  appears  to 
have  gradually  decayed,  in  consequence  of  the  civil  wars ;  and  the 
destruction  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  plague,  proved  fatal  to  com- 
merce, which  did  not  revive  for  many  years.  In  the  year  1656,  the 
only  vessels  belonging  to  the  port  were,  one  of  80  tons  burden,  one 
of  70,  one  of  60,  three  of  50  tons  each,  two  of  80  tons  each,  and  one 
of  20;  in  all,  nine  vessels,  or  440  tons.*  In  the  year  1692,  there 
were  only  two  gaUiots  belonging  to  it,  of  30  tons  burden  each. 

In  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  a  company  was  established 
in  Scotland,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  for  trading 
to  Africa  and  the  East  Indies,  known  by  the  name  of  the  African 
Company^  which  flattered  the  nation  with  unbounded  prospects  of 
extensive  trade  and  dominion.  Among  other  adventurers,  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Aberdeen  agreed  to  hold  a  share  in  it,  to  the  extent  of 
L.SOO  sterling,  for.  behoof  of  the  community ;  but  the  opposition 
made  to  this  undertaking  by  the  people  of  England,  and  the  dis- 
couragement which  it  met  with  from  King  William,  soon  blasted  all 
the  sanguine  expectations  of  the  proprietors.  In  a  few  years,  the 
company  was  dissolved,  And  the  town  of  Aberdeen  suffered,  among 
others.  On  the  piassing  of  the  treaty  of  union,  in  1707,  a  part  of 
the  equivalent  was  voted  for  an  indemnification  to  this  company,  for 
its  lieavy  losses^  and  the  magistrates  received  their  proportion  of  the 
money  which  had  l^een. appropriated  to  that  purpose,  f 

In  the  end  of  this  l^st  mentioned  year,  the  magistrates  and  some 
of  the  citizena  appear  to  have  been  embarked  in  a  more  lucrative 
adventiu-e.  The  Levant  galley,  of  Amsterdam,  having  been  driven 
on  shore  by  a  violent  storm,  in  the  month  of  December^  was  unfor- 
tunately wrecked,  on  the  Sands  of  BeHielvie,  about  five  miles  to  the 
north  of  the  town ;  but  the  captain  and  crew  were  saved.  The  ship, 
it  would  seem,  had  been  in  the  course  of  her  outward  passage  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  had  on  board  a  cargo  of  broad  cloths,  and  other  va- 
luable goods.  At  this  period,  perhaps,  the  preservation  of  property, 
in  this  critical  situation,  for  behoof  of  the  owners,  was  not  so  much 

regarded 


*  MS.  in  Advocates'  Libnry.  t  Council  Begister,  vol.  IviL  p.  524.  vol.  Iviii.  p.  71.  75. 


262  ANNALS  OF   ABBBDX£N« 

regarded  as  at  the  present  time ;  and,  therefor^  the  captain  woe  in- 
ducedy  far  a  piece  of  monej^  to  dispose  of  the  ship  smd  cargo  to  some 
of  the  merchants  of  the  town.  As  socm  as  the  bargain  had  been  con« 
eluded,  it  was  transferred  by  these  merchanta  to  the  magistrates^  for 
the  benefit  of  the  commimity,  in  ccmsideration  of  the  sum  of  L.200 
sterling,  whidi  was  paid  to  them  for  r^iDqnishing  it.  The  Earl  of  Er« 
rol,  as  admiral  of  that  part  of  the  coast,  daimed  his  salrage  for  the  ship 
and  cargo^  and  was  paid  bj  tiK  magistrates  Ia.SOQ  sterling,  on  this  ac- 
count; but  his  Lordship  was  pleased  to  return  L.50  sterling,  to  be 
applied  towards  erecting  the  pier  at  Tony.  The  dyers  received 
L.105  lis.  l^^d.  for  washing  and  cleaning  the  cloth»  which  was  sold 
at  7s.  6d.  the  yard.  The  profits  arising  from  this  adventure  were  or- 
dered, by  the  council,  to  be  invested  in  landed  property ;  *  but  what 
these  profits  were,  or  how  they  were  applied,  we  have  not  been  in- 
formed. The  timber  saved  of  the  wreck  was  used  in  constructing 
the  wooden,  head  of  the  south  pier,  and  in  covering  the  platform  of 
the  Weigh-house. 

At  the  sera  of  the  restoratioiv  the  post-office  of  Aberdeen  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  under  the  nnnageawnt  of  govermnsmt.  It  had 
been  established  by  the  magistrates  in  the  end  of  the  axteenth  cent* 
tury»for  conveying  tiieir  ^fayatchca  to  and  ftom  Edjubttrg^  aaod  othet 
places  of  royal  resiidence*  They  appointed  a  person,  ftar  conducting 
these  dispatches^  under  the  name  of  the  cottndi  post,  who  ims  dre&« 
sed  in  a  garment  of  blue  doth,  with  the  town's  armorial  bearings,  in 
silver,  upon  the  right  sleeve*  In  the  year  1667,  they  established  a 
regular  post,  to  run  betwixt  Aberdeen  and  Edinburghr  twice  in  the 
week ;  to  leave  Edinburgh  on  Tuesday  and  Thursdbty,  and  Aberdeen 
on  Wednesday  and  Friday.  The  rate  of  postage  was  2s.  for  a  single 
letter,  4s.  for  a  double  letter,  and  5s.  for  a  packet  weighing  one 
ounce,  f  But,  at  this  period^  epistolary  correspondence  not  being  so 
extensive  as  in  modern  times,  the  revenue  derived  from  that  source 
was  very  inconsiderable ;  and  the  post-office  not  being  considered  aa 
any  object  to  government,  waa  confirmed  to  the  town  by  an  act  of 
the  privy  counciL  To  this  department  there  was  annexed  the  addi- 
tional 


*  CooDca  Register^  vol  IviiL  p.  86,  et  seq.  t  Ibid.  voL  liv.  p.  725.  727-  7S3. 
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tioittl  {MiTilege  {^letting  horses  for  hire^  which  was  generally  farmed 
to  a  peisoii  who  was  usually  employed  in  that  line  of  business. 
After  the  magistrates  had  formed  a  proper  eBtdl>lishment  for  the 
post»  they  were  deprived  cf  the  office  by  government;  and  the 
oonveying  of  lettera  and  dispatches  was,  in  the  year  1674^  put 
under  the  direction  of  the  postmaster-general  of  SootiaixL^  They 
were,  howcTer,  still  aUowed  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  letting  horses 
for  hire  within  the  town ;  and  were  in  the  practice  ci  farming  it  from 
year  to  year^  tiU  towards^  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  centuiyj  when 
it  appears  to  have  been  dropped. 


In  the  preceding  chapter  we  had  occasion  to  mark  the  dis- 
covery of  the  art  of  printing,  its  introduction  into  Scotland,  ?ind  the 
establishment  of  a  printing-office  at  Aberdeen.  On  the  death  of  Mr« 
Baban,  the  first  printer^  in  the  year  1649,  Mr.  James  Brown  was  ap- 
pointed his  successor,  by  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  on  the 
9th  of  the  subsequent  month  of  January,  with  the  same  emoluments 
which  his  predecessor  had  been  entitled  to  receive  from  the  town. 
He  printed  the  works  of  severdl  authors  who  flourished  at  the  time.f 
On  his  death,  which  happened  in  the' year  1^£,  John  Forbes^  sta- 
tioner, purchased  from  .Agnes  Butberford,  his  widow,  the  whole 
types,  printing  piemes,  and  apparatus,  which  had  belonged  to  her 
husband;  and,  on  the  2Sd  April,. that  year,  Mr.  Forbes  and  his 
soo^  jointly,  were  appointor  by  the  magistrates  and  council,  printers 
to  the  town  and  uiiifewity,:):  with  the  endasi^e  privilege  of  printing. 
As  an  encouragement  to  prosecute  the  business,  they  were  provided 
with  a  piinting-cffice^  on  the  north  side  of  the  Castlestreet;  and  a 
dwelling  home,  rent  free  ;f  and,  by  an  act  of  council,  all  merdiants 
and  diBpmen  were  prohibited  from  importing  into  the  town  any 
pamphlets  <a  small  books,  to  their  pr^udice.  Some  years  subse- 
quent 


•  Cmmcil  ItegiHUff,  twJL  Iv.  p.  56l,  et  wq. 

t  In  1651«  1m  printed  '<  The  form  and  order  of  the  Coronation  of  Charles  II.  as  it  ivas  acted 
and  done  at  Soone,  the  1st  January,  1651  * 

X  Me.  F4di>es  had  m  salary  of  L.60jf«a^^Smi  the  JKiDg'4  and  Marisdial  Coll^^HI^^''^  ^^' 
gi^etj  «aL  lit;  pw  i^&J 

}  Cbaacfl  Ittgu^teTf  vol*  lir*  p.  '365» 
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quent  to  this  appointment,  Andrew  Anderson,  formerly  a  printer  in 
Glasgow,  having  commenced  business  at  Edinburgh,  prevailed  on 
the  printers  in  this  city  to  apply  for  a  patent,  to  be  taken  out  in  his 
name,  by  which  they  were  to  be  jointly  vested  with  the  office  of 
King's  printer.  Having  succeeded  in  their  application,  they,  in  the 
year  1671,  obtained  a  patent  so  extensive,  that  no  one  in  the  kingdom 
was  at  liberty  to  print  any  book,  from  a  bible  to  a  ballad,  without  a 
licence  from  Anderson.  *  They  accordingly  availed  themselves  of  it, 
by  commencing  a  law-suit  against  all  the  printers  in  Scotland  for  en- 
croaching upon  their  rights ;  and  Mr.  Forbes,  among  others,  experi- 
enced the  weight  of  their  action,  having  incurred  very  heavy  charges 
in  the  defence  of  his  privilege.  The  magistrates,  however,  conceiving 
that  this  was  an  infringement  of  their  right,  interposed,  and  main- 
tained his  privilege,  in  opposition  to  the  patent.  On  this  Anderson, 
in  February,  1672,  wrote  them  upon  the  subject  a  very  satisfactory 
letter,!  in  which  he  and  the  other  printers  most  readily  dispensed 

with 


*  Wataofti's  History  of  Printing;,  Prefiioe^  p.  11,  et  seq. 

t  ''  My  Lord  Provost— Ther  has  been  ane  misrepresentame  of  ane  gift  grantit  by  his  Majes- 
tie  to  me  and  my  partners,  in  qch  I  am  allowed  the  priviledge  of  being  printer  for  the  kingdome, 
insinuating  that  I  have  ingrosed  all  printing  and  selling  of  books  in  my  own  hands,  oontrar  to  the 
libertie  of  prenters  and  bookseUers,  if  they  had  any,  and  to  extorse  the  leidges  with  exorbitant 
pryces,  and  to  discharge  importing  of  books  for  public  or  privat  use ;  all  which  is  fidse  and  andis, 
for  ther  was  never  such  thing  intendtt  by  me  or  my  partners,  against  any  man  who  hes  served  to 
the  art  of  printing,  or  to  any  bookseller,  they  behaving  themselves  r^^ularlie  to  the  laws  of  the 
kingdome,  and  being  frie  of  aU  impeachment  upon  his  Majestie's  honor  or  prerogatives.  Therfor, 
my  Lord,  wit  ye  me  to  dispens  with  my  brother,  John  Forbes,  notwithstanding  of  that  gift,  to  print 
all  the  ooppies  that  sail  occurr  or  come  to  his  hands  from  your  LordO,  or  any  other  particular  per* 
sone  within  or  without  the  dtie  of  Aberdeen,  being  licentiate  by  your  Loj^,  my  Lc^  Bishope,  or 
inferior  Clergie,  excepting  such  books  as  I  have  prented  besyde  me,  or,  efter  intimaT,  such  as  I 
am  to  prent ;  all  these  premiiU)'  ar  condescendit  upon  by  your  printer  and  me,  with  consent  of  my 
partners ;  and  for  mor  verifica''  of  my  consent  y'unto,  lett  ther  presents  be  insert  in  your  toun's 
books,  tiierein  to  stand,  adfuturam  ret  memoriam.  Without  doubt,  it  hes  cost  your  printer  much 
expenss  in  attending  tiiis  business;  but  tuo  Ijrns  from  your  LopD  might  have  saifit  this  tnvell, 
which  hes  bien  so  pleged  by  him,  that  no  rest  could  be  allowed  to  me  or  my  partners,  till  we  hade 
fiillie  aggreid ;  and  this  wes  without  prejudice  to  the  priviledges  of  the  city,  colladgessi  or  printer 
of  Aberdeen.  I  owe  and  deajre  to  be  craved  debitor  to  your  LopP,  and  toune  of  Aberdeen,  for  my 
service  and  respects.    I  am,  my  Lord,  your  most  humble  servant, 

'<  Andro  ANnER80N£.  "  Thomas  Brown. 

''David  French.  ''Gkoros  Suintoun." 

'*  Jambs  Glin.  Council  Register,  vol.  Iv.  p.  362. 
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with  their  patent,  so  far  as  it  interfered  with  Mr.  Forbes'  right,  and 
allowed  him,  or  any  other  printer,  who  might  be  licensed  by  the  ma- 
gistrates, by  the  bishop,  or  the  inferior  clergy,  to  print  any  book  what- 
ever, except  such  works  as  had  been  executed,  and  were  not  dis- 
posed of,  by  the  patentees.  The  law-suit  being,  therefore,  aban- 
doned, Mr.  Forbes  continued  to  carry  on  the  business  upon  a  pretty 
extensive  scale,  without  further  molestation..  He  was  among  the 
first  Scottish  printers  who  were  possessed  of  music  types;  and 
printed,  in  the  year  1666,  a  Collection  of  Cantos  and  Songs,  set  to 
music,  with  a  brief  introduction  to  the  art,  as  taught  by  Thomas 
Davison,  in  the  music  school  of  Aberdeen ;  which  work  he  re-printed, 
in  the  year  1683.*  Mr.  Forbes,  in  the  course  of  his  business, 
unfortunately  incurred  the  displeasure  of  his  patrons,  in  the  year 
1683,  by  publishing  a  pamphlet  on  Medicine,  in  which  there  were  re- 
flections thrown  upon  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  the  town,  and,  for  this  offence,  was  subjected  to  the  cen- 
isure  of  the  magistrates,  f  He  was  the  earliest  publisher,  in  Scotland, 
of  an  almanack,  commencing  in  the  year  1677,  under  the  title  of  a 
"  New  Prognostication^  calculaied  for  North  Britain  ;^^ '\,  which  was  embel- 
lished by  the  armorial  bearings  of  Aberdeen  on  the  title  page.  This 
work  he  continued  to  pubhsh  annually,  until  the  year  1700;  but  it 
soon  attracted  the  attention,  not  only  of  Mr.  Anderson's  widow,  who, 
in  the  right  of  her  husband's  patent,  was  now  the  king's  printer  in 
Edinburgh,  but  also  of  certain  other  printers ;  and  became  an  object 
of  their  jealousy  and  rivalship.  They  reprinted  it,  without  Mr.  For- 
bes' permission,  and  counterfeited  the  arms  of  the  town,  which  they 
also  affixed  to  their  publication.  On  this  he  was  advised  to  present 
a  complaint  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  charging  these  prin- 
ters with  having  deprived  him  of  his  right,  and  suitable  reparation  was 

M  m  awarded 


*  Mr.  Forbes  pinted  these  small  Latin  Authors,  Quasdam  P.  Firgilii  Maronis  Epigrammata,  cum 
Moreto,  ^4»  ■■  Comparaiumes  lAnguas  LaJtinm,  in  usum  studioscB  juventtUis,  ut  docentur  in  Schdis 
Grammaiicif. 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  Ivii.  p.  7S. 

t  Of  this  work  Mr.  Forbes  generally  published  50,000  copies  annually;  for  each  of  which  he 
'  tiplack,  or  one  third  of  an  English  feiakj.^Fimntainhalts  Dec.  voL  i.  p.  27^0 
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awarded  to  him  for  the  injury.*  Some  years  afterwards,  this  little 
work  was  attacked  by  James  Paterson,  weaver  in  Dublin,  with  scurri- 
lous observations  and  indecent  caricaturas,  which  Mr.  Forbes  an- 
swered with  this  apposite  proverb,  **  Amwer  not  a  fool  according  to  his 
folly  J  lest  thou  be  like  unto  Aim/'f  He  died  about  the  year  1705,  and 
was  succeeded  in  the  office  of  printer  to  the  town  and  imiversity,  by 
Margaret  Cuthbert,  his  widow. 

After  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
I.  the  art  of  printing  made  no  progress  in  Scotland,  and  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that,  for  many  years,  it  was  a  lucrative  business  to  those 
who  were  embarked  in  it.  During  those  civil  commotions,  the  party 
in  power  endeavoured  to  crush,  by  every  means,  the  freedom  of  the 
press.  In  the  year  1648,  the  committee  of  estates  passed  an  act,  pro- 
hibiting the  printing,  under  the  pain  of  deaths  any  book,  declaration, 
or  writing,  until  these  were  first  submitted  to  their  revisal.±  Upon  the 
restoration,  the  prohibition  was  renewed  against  printings  without  li- 
cence 


*  FountaiBhall's  Dec.  toL  i.  p.  27& 

**  Edinburgh^  28th  of  February,  1684.-— The  Lords  of  hU  Maj^y's  right  honoufable 
Council  having  considered  the  Ijbel  end  complaint  persued  by  John  Forbes,  printer  in  Aberdeen^ 
against  Agnes  Campbell,  his  Majesty's  printer,  and  Patrick  Tailzie,  now  her  spouse,  for  his  in- 
terest; and  Robert  Sanders,  printer  in  Glasgow;  for  an  injury  done  him  ki reprinting  the  Afananaek 
of  Aberdeen,  printed  by  him ;  and  die  said  Robert  Sandeis,  not  only  re*printing  thereof  b«t  couiw 
terfeiting  and  affixing  die  Anna  of  Aberdeen  thereto;  with  the  Defenders'  answers  to  the  complaint^ 
and  Report  of  a  Committee  of  their  nun^er,  to  whom  tUe  consideration  of  that  afiair  was  remitted  ; 
Do  find  that  the  said  John  Forbes  hath  been  in  use  and  possession  of  printing  yeariy  an  Ahsanack, 
as  printer  to  the  town  and  univeraity  of  Aberdeen:  md,  therefore,  bDdws  and  authorifiea  him  to 
continue  to  print  the  said  Aberdeen  Almanark,  as  he  hath  formerly  been  in  use  to  do :  and  dis- 
charges  the  said  Agnes  Campbell,  Robert  Sanders,  or  any  other  printers  in,  this  kingdom,  to  reprint 
the  same,  at  any  time,  or  to  affix  the  Town  of  Aberdeen's  Aims  thereto;,  ia  all  time  coming,  as 
they  will  be  answerable.        Extracted  by  me, 

<*  Sic  Sub.  Will.  Paterson,  CU.  Slu  Gwwi/tiV 
t  Prognostication  for  l685. 

t  The  liberty  of  the  press  had  been  put  a  sCop  to,  aevend  years  befiw^  by  Hie  fidlowing  act:— 
<'  At  EdinbuTj^,  the  26th  Jtaae,  1648  yeirea.— The  Coiiiittee  ef  Eataits  taidng  into  their  oonaidem. 
tion  the  prejudices  the  publick  service  may  suffer,  throw  ^e  imcontroUed  liberties  that  pimteis  tak 
to  thameselfes.  To  print  a^ie  books,  declarations,  or  other  paipers  q^somerir,  that  ar  presented  to 
thame.  And  fi^nd  it  necessary,  at  this  tyme,  that  some  care  War  takin  for  ordering  the  course  of 
printing.  Doe,  therefore^  comaad,  diachaorge,  and  inhibite  all  end  q^im*  printers,  or  o Aers*  karing 
charge  of  printing  imes,  or  presses^  Thut  none  pres«me»  nor  tak  upene  handt  to  print  anie  booki^  - 
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cence  from  the  king,  the  parliament,  or  privy  council ;  and  those 
who  presumed  to  publish  seditious  books,  or  had  them  in  their  pos- 
session, were  punished  with  the  utmost  rigour.  Gazettes,  or  news- 
papers, were,  in  particular,  prohibited  from  being  published,  till  they 
had  been  revised  by  the  bishop  of  Edinburgh.  * 

In  Scotlarui  the  arts  and  sciences  were  yet  in  their  infancy, 
and  artists  were  scarcely  known.  Aberdeen,  however,  could  boast  of 
having,  at  an  early  period,  given  birth  to  the  only  distinguished 
painter  who  flourished  in  the  country  at  the  time,  and  was  deservedly 
called  the  Apelles  of  Scotland. 

George  Jameson  was  born,  at  Aberdeen,  about  tlae  latter  end  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  the  son  of  Andrew  Jameson,  burgess  of  guild, 
by  Marjory  Anderson,  his  spouse,  who  was  the  daughter  of  David 
Anderson,  one  of  the  magistrates  of  the  town.  He  was  endowed  by 
nature  with  an  uncommon  genius  for  portrait  painting,  which  he 
discovered  at  an  early  period  of  life.  After  passing  through  the 
usual  course  of  education  at  the  schools,  and  the  college  of  the  place, 
he  went  abroad,  and  studied  at  Antwerp,  being  fellow  student  with 
Vandyck,  under  the  celebrated  Bubens.  Having  made  consider^ 
able  proficiency  in  the  art,  he  retinrned  to  his  native  city  about  the 
year  I620,f  where  he  prosecuted  portrait  painting,  and  married  a 
lady  of  the  name  of  Isobell  Tosh,  by  whom  he  had  several  sons  and 
daughters.  Although  he  Was  chiefly  eminent  for  portraits,  which 
were  generally  about  the  size  of  life,  yet  he  not  unfreqtfently  applied 
his  talent  to  miniature,  and  also  to  history  and  landscape.  Every 
subject  that  passed  under  his  pencil  had  aU  the  life,  proportion,  and 

M  m  2  delicacy 


dedaratimiSy  or  other  paipers  q^sume^,  i^till  first  they  present  thame  befoir  the  Comittee  of  Estaits, 
under  die  pane  of  death.  And  ordand  pnUicatkm  to  be  maid  heirof  at  the  mercat  crooe  of  Edin- 
bi]fgl>»  and  other  plaoes  nddfiill ;  ihairthrow  nane  pretend  ignoranoe  y^of. 

'^ExtcBctuxn  Arch.  Priiiero8SB>  Clk" 

*  Fountainhall's  Dec  voL  L  p.  7S. 

t  His  residence'  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  town.  In  the  year  1635^  he  obtained,  from  the 
magistrates,  a  lease,  during  his  life,  of  the  ground  called  the  Playfield,  where  the  citizens,  in  an* 
dent  times,  performed  comedies.  This  he  inclosed,  and  planted  with  shrubbery,  at  his  own  e^^ 
pence.  It  was  afterwards  given  off,  in  feu^  to  John  Alexander,  his  son-in-law.*— £Ca»ttc»/  Register, 
voLVL^.  206.  t^  liii.  p.  S6.3 
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delicacy,  which  are    requisite  to  establish  the  reputation  of  an 
artist. 

When  King  Charles  visited  Scotland,  in  the  year  1638,  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Edinburgh  employed  Jameson  to  make  paintings  of  the 
Scottish  monarchs,  which  pleased  so  much  his  Majesty's  taste,  that* 
he  sat  to  him  for  his  portrait,  and  rewarded  him  with  a  diamond  ring 
from  his  finger.  It  is  remarkable,  that  Jameson  always  painted  his 
own  portrait  with  his  hat  upon  his  head,  probably  in  imitation  of  his 
master  Rubens ;  or,  perhaps,  by  his  having  been  permitted  to  take 
that  liberty  when  Charles  sat  to  him  for  his  portrait. 

His  reputation  as  a  painter  being  established,  he  painted  many 
portraits  of  King  Charles,  and  of  King  James  VI.  as  well  as  of  the 
most  eminent  men  who  flourished  in  the  beginning  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  ;  and  many  of  his  works  are  to  be  found  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  principal  families  in  Scotland,  at  the  present  time. 
The  greatest  collection  of  these  works  is  at  Taymouth,  the  seat  of 
the  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  whose  ancestor.  Sir  John  Campbell  of 
Glenorchy,  had  been  the  chief  aind  earliest  patron  of  Jameson,  who 
had  accompanied  him  in  his  travels  abroad. 

« 

AU  Jameson's  sons  died  in  early  life.  One  of  his  daughters^ 
Marjorie,  was  married  to  Mr.  John  Alexander,  advocate;  but  we 
have  not  been  informed  of  any  thing  which  relates  to  their  offspring* 
His  daughter,  Mary,  whose  numerous  descendants  are  now  living,  was 
first  married  to  Mr.  Burnett  of  Elrick,  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen  ; 
afterwards  to  James  Gregory,  the  celebrated  mathematician ;  and  lastly 
to  Mr.  George  ^die,  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  ;  by  all  of 
whom  she  had  children.  Many  of  the  descendants  of  the  two  first  mar- 
riages have  numerous  families,  in  the  most  respectable  ranks  of  life. 

Mary,  who  appears  to  have  inherited  a  portion  of  her  father's 
genius,  displayed  her  taste  in  needle-work.  Some  specimens  of 
her  work,  Jephtha^s  rash  vow^  Susannah  and  the  Elders^  &c.  done  in 
compartments,  now  decorate  the  east  end  of  St.  Nicholas  church, 
over  the  magistrates'  gallery,  where  they  have  remained  for  many 
years. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Jameson  died  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  1644,  possessed  of  a 
moderate  fortune,  which  he  had  acquired  by  his  industry,  and  left  to 
his  three  daughters.  He  was  buried  in  the  Grayfriar's  church-yard, 
but  no  monument  distinguishes  the  place  of  his  interment. 

Among  other  eminent  characters  who  were  natives  of  Aberdeen, 
and  flourished  during  this  period,  we  have  to  mention  James  Gre- 
gory, who  has  been  just  noticed ;  the  son  of  Mr.  John  Gregory,  minis- 
ter of  Drumoak,  by  Janet  Anderson,  his  spouse,  who  was  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  David  Anderson*  of  Finzeauch.  Mr.  Gregory  was  bom  in 
November,  16S8 ;  and  was  endowed  with  a  genius  for  mathematics, 
which  he  early  discovered.  He  prosecuted  his  studies  at  Mariscbal 
College,  where  he  made  considerable  proficiency  in  that  science. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  published  the  Optica  Promota^  a  work 
of  great  merit,  in  which  he  announced  the  invention  of  the  reflect- 
ing telescope.  This  being  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  modern  dis- 
coveries, established  his  reputation  in  the  scientific  world.  After 
the  publication  of  this  work,  he  visited  Italy,  and  fixed  his  residence, 
for  some  years,  at  Padua,  where  he  published,  in  1667,  Vera  Circuli^ 
et  Hyperboles  Quadratura^  which  contained  another  discovery  of  his 
own,  namely,  the  invention  of  an  infinitely  converging  series,  for  the 
areas  of  the  circle  and  hyperbole.  On  his  return  to  England,  he  was 
chosen  a  Fellow  of  the  Boyal  Society.  In  the  year  1668,  he  was  ap- 
pointed professor  of  mathematics  in  the  university  of  St.  Andrew's ; 
and,  some  years  afterwards,  was  called  to  the  mathematical  chair  in 
the  university  of  Edinburgh.  He  had  not  filled  the  office  above  a 
year,  when,  in  October,  1673,  being  employed  in  shewing  some  of  his 
pupils  the  satellites  of  Jupiter  through  a  telescope,  he  was  suddenly 
struck  with  total  blindness,  and  died,  a  few  days  after,  at  the  age 

of  thirty-seven. 

David 


*  Mr.  Anderson  peasessed  an  extraordinary  geniua  for  medianical  science.  In  the  year  I6I8  he 
removed  an  immense  stone,  called  Knock  Maitland,  which  lay  in  the  middle  of  the  entiy  to  the  har« 
hour  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  a  dangerous  obstruction  to  shipping.  The  expense  of  the  instruments 
and  apparatqs  fiir  the  undertaking  was  SOO  merka^  which  were  contributed  by  the  diipmasters,  by 
the  burgesses  of  guild,  and  by  the  corporations  of  artificers  of  the  town.  He  was  also  architect  at 
constructing  the  steeple  of  St.  Nicholas  Church,  and  placed  the  weather-cock  upon  it  with  his  own 
hand.«»-£CoMiia7  Better,  vol,  xlviii,  p.  469*] 
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David  Gregory,  his  nephew,  also  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  was  bom 
in  the  year  1661.  He  was  eminently  distinguished  for  his  genius, 
and  science  in  mathematics,  and  completed  his  education  at  the  uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  where  his  promising  merit  was  the  means  of 
promoting  him  to  the  mathematical  chair.  He  published,  in  the 
same  year,  "  Exercitatio  Geometrica  de  Dimensione  Ftgurarum;  sive 
Specimen  Methodi  Generalu  dimetendi  quasvis  ^gurcts.'^  In  1691,  on  the 
report  of  Dr.  Bernard's  intention  of  resigning  the  Savilian  professor- 
ship of  astronomy  at  Oxford,  he  went  to  London,  and  being  patro- 
nized by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  warmly  befriended  by  Mr.  Flam- 
stead,  the  astronomer-royal,  he  obtained  the  vacant  professorship,  for 
which  Dr.  Halley  was  a  competitor.  This  rivalship,  however,  in- 
stead of  animosity,  laid  the  foundation  of  friendship  between  these 
eminent  men ;  and  Halley  soon  after  became  the  colleague  of  Gre- 
gory, by  obtaining  the  professorship  of  geometry  in  the  same  uni- 
versity. 

In  1698,  Mr.  Gregory  published,  in  the  Philosophical  Transac- 
tions, a  resolution  of  the  Florentine  problem,  *^  De  Testudind  velu 
formi  quadribili;*'  and  he  continued  to  communicate  to  the  public, 
from  time  to  time,  many  ingenious  mathematical  papers,  by  the 
same  channel.  In  1695,  he  printed,  at  Oxford,  ^  Catoptricce  et  Diop* 
tricce  Sphericoe  JSlementa.^*  In  1702,  Mr.  Gregory  published,  at  Ox- 
ford, ^  AstronomicB  Physicas  et  Geametricce  Elementa;^^  a  work  which  is 
accounted  his  master-piece.  He  engaged,  soon  after,  with  his  col- 
league Halley,  in  the  publication  of  the  Conies  of  ApoUonius :  but 
he  had  proceeded  only  a  little  way  in  this  undertaking,  when  he  died, 
in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  at  Maidenhead,  in  Berkshire,  in 
the  year  1710. 

While  the  citizens  were  suffering  amidst  the  distresses  occa- 
sioned by  the  civil  war,  they  were  visited  by  that  grievous  calamity 
the  plague,  which  first  made  its  appearance  at  Pitmuckstone,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  in  the  month  of  April,  1647.  This  contagious 
disease  had  been  brought  to  that  place  by  a  woman  who  laboured 
under  it,  and  ha^l  come  from  Brechin,  where  it  was  raging.  By  her 
intercourse  with  some  of  the  inhabitants,  the  contagion  was  commu- 

nicatedy 


*• 
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uicated,  spread  with  rapidity  over  the  town,  and  carried  off  daily 
great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants.  In  the  month  of  September,  it 
had  not  abated  its  virulence,  for  the  magistrates,  probably  seized  with 
the  dread  of  the  infection,  deemed  it  prudent  to  hold  the  meeting  of 
the  town  council,  for  the  annual  election,  at  Gilcomstone ;  and  from 
that  time  till  the  subsequent  month  of  January,  there  was  no  divine 
service  performed  in  the  church.  Meanwhile,  those  who  were  af- 
flicted with  the  disease  were  removed  to  huts,  constructed  of  wood, 
as  hospitals  for  their  reception,  in  the  links,  and  at  the  WoolmanhiU; 
where  they  were  confined,  and  restrained,  by  a  military  guard,  from 
mixing  with  the  other  inhabitants,  under  pain  of  the  severest 
punishment.  That  this  might  not  be  deemed  an  empty  threaten- 
ing, a  gibhet  was  erected,  at  the  court  de  guards  for  the  immediate 
execution  of  offenders.  In  those  hospitals,  the  patients  were  at- 
tended by  several  persons  employed  by  the  magistrates,  under  the 
name  of  cleangers,  who  prescribed  to  them  such  remedies  as  were 
known  at  the  time.  But  the  contagious  disease  appears  to  have 
baf9ed  all  their  skill ;  no  fewer  than  1600  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  and  140  in  the  villages  of  Futtie  and  Torrie,  having  fallen 
victims  to  its  fury.*  The  bodies  of  those  who  died  in  the  links 
were  buried  in  trenches,  on  the  east  side  of  the  present  rope  works, 
and  many  others  in  the  grounds  near  the  windmill,  and  at  the 
east  end  of  the  Castlehill,  as  well  as  in  the  Grayfriar's  croft.  In 
the  month  of  November,  1648,  the  disease  had  not  entirely  dis- 
appeared. During  this  distressful  period,  the  magistrates  were 
necessitated  to  provide  means  for  the  support  of  the  indigent  inha- 
bitants, who  were  under  the  infection ;  and  the  public  funds  being 
exhausted,  they  were  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  gentry 
of  the  county  for  pecuniary  assistance,  f    This  is  the  last  time  the 

plague 


•  CoBndl  Bister,  vol.  liii.  p.  ISO,  et  seq^-Goidoii'a  Hiftmj,  voL  iL  pu  Sd4. 
t  Tnamxrf  and  Gufldry  Accounta. 

extracts  fiom  the  Treasury  and  Guildry  Accounts^  of  the  expence  incurred  fbr  the  reHef  oif  the 
Itthabkate  during  the  tune  of  the  pestQence. 

1647— December 
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plague  raged  in  Aberdeen,  after  which,  it  would  seem  that  the  le- 
prosy also  had  abated  its  virulence,  and  had  gradually  disappeared. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  calamities  which  the  citizens  had  to 
endure  in  this  age.  Towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
they  were  visited  by  famine,  and  experienced  many  of  its  horrors. 
The  year  1695  was  remarkable  for  stormy  and  rainy  weather  during 
the  season  of  harvest.  The  crop  was  materially  damaged,  and 
scarcity  and  dearth  were  the  natural  consequences.  The  magis- 
trates, to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  the  citizens,  made  great  exer- 
tions to  procure  com  from  various  quarters,  and  deputed  two  of 
their  number  to  repair  to  the  south  coimtry  for  that  purpose ;  but 
they  could  only  obtain  500  bolls  of  wheat,  which  were  but  a  tempo- 
rary relief.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  perished  by  want  of  sustenance, 
and  SOO  common  brewers  were  reduced  to  indigence.  The  three 
subsequent  years  were  equally  unfavourable,  and  the  crops  ex- 
tremely deficient,  owing  to  storms  and  rain  during  the  season  of 
harvest.  In  the  year  1698,  the  magistrates  purchased,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  commimity,  considerable  quantities  of  meal,  in  different 
places ;  yet  these  did  not  supply  the  demands  of  the  inhabitants, 

many 


•■  • 


1647 
Dec.  9.  To  Jaxnes  Graham,  cleanger,  for  hia  services  and  attendance  on  the  people 
...  James  Campbell,  ditto  ditto  ■ 

...  John  Barclay,  ditto  ditto        «  « 

...  George  Watt,  ditto  ditto 

Ezpence  of  burying  the  dead,  and  for  S7>000  turfii  to  cover  their  graves, 

and  carriage  .... 

Ezpence  of  wood,  for  huts,  in  the  Links,  Castlehill,  &c.        - 
Expenoe  of  constructing  a  Court  de  Guard  in  the  Links  • 

Ditto,  of  a  double  tree  for  a  gibbet,  and  for  erecting  it 
Ditto,  of  a  pair  of  joggis  upon  it,  and  ten  fiithoms  of  ropes 
Captain  John  Duff,  and  the  military^  for  guards        -  • 

Expence  of  rosin,  vinegar,  and  medicines  - 

Ditto,  for  meal^  and  baking  it  into  bread  for  the  poor  people 
Sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigievar,  for  800  bolls  of  meal,  at  L.5  the  boll 
Lady  Marischal,  for  meal  •  ■  • 
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many  of  whom  died  on  the  streets.*  The  price  of  a  boll  of  bear 
was  L.I29  and  of  meal  L.IO  13s.  4d.  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance, 
that  the  same  scarcity  and  dearth  prevailed  in  the  country  during 
the  last  years  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

Among  other  extraordinary  occurrences  in  the  town,  in  the  course 
of  this  period,  there  may  be  mentioned,  the  deaths  of  two  chief  ma- 
gistrates, while  in  office.  William  Gray,  who  had  been  provost  sub- 
sequently to  Michaelmas,  in  the  year  1661,  having  died,  in  the  month 
of  January,  1663,  was  buried  with  military  honours.  As  a  mark  of 
respect  for  his  memory,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  citizens  as- 
sembled, under  arms,  and  accompanied  the  funeral  to  the  church- 
yard, where  they  fired  three  vollies  over  the  grave,  f  Gilbert  Gray, 
who  had,  on  repeated  occasions,  filled  the  office  of  provost,  having 
died,  in  the  month  of  August,  1667,  two  hundred  of  the  citizens, 
to  testify  their  regard  for  his  memory,  accompanied  the  funeral,  un- 
der arms,  to  the  grave,  over  which  they  fired  three  vollies.  The  great 
guns  belonging  to  the  town  were  also  fired,  both  previous  and  sub- 
sequently to  the  interment  J 

In  the  time  of  peace,  the  good  order  and  police  of  the  town  ap- 
pears to  have  been  well  regulated,  as  far  as  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
gistrates coiild  be  exercised.  The  wages  of  tradesmen,  porters,  and 
domestic  servants,  as  well  as  the  prices  of  provisions  that  were  sold 
in  the  public  markets,  were  fixed  by  acts  of  the  town  council,  which 
were  frequently  renewed.  For  the  protection  and  safety  of  the  in- 
habitants during  the  night  time,  a  number  of  the  citizens  were  ap- 
pointed alternately,  as  a  watch ;  but  they  had  no  remuneration  for 
their  service,  being  obliged,  when  required  by  the  magistrates,  to 
watch  and  ward,  on  every  occasion.  The  citizens  were,  by  the  mu- 
nicipal laws  of  the  borough,  ordained  to  give  due  attendance  in  the 
church,  every  Sunday,  under  the  penalty  of  L.10;  and  prohibited 
from    haijbouring  strangers,  or  extraneous  beggars,    within   their 

N  n  houses. 


*  Council  Register,  voL  Ivii.  p.  524.  544.  622.  645.  686. 

t  Council  Register,  voL  liv.  p.  410.  %  Ibid.  voL  Iv.  p.  33- 
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houses,  under  the  penalty  of  L.20 ;  while  curserSf  swearerSf  and  those 
who  took  the  name  of  Gk>d  in  vain,  especially  on  the  public  streets, 
were  subject  to  punishment,  at  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates. 

The  streets  within  the  ports,  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  were,  the  Castlegate,  Broadgate,  Gallowgate,  Upperkirkgate, 
Guestraw,*  parts  of  the  Netherkirkgate,f  and  Shipraw.  Without  the 
ports,  were  the  Green,  Schoolhill,  Dubbieraw,  and  parts  of  the  Ne- 
therkirkgate,  and  Shipraw;  the  Correction-wynd,  Back-wynd,:|:  and 
Putachieside.  These  streets  were  not  only  kept  dean  by  scaven- 
gers, who  were  appointed  by  the  magistrates,  but  the  dirt  and  fulzie 
removed  from  the  town  every  morning.  * 

The  population  of  Aberdeen,  at  different  periods,  during  this  age, 
may  be  ascertained,  with  tolerable  precision,  from  the  parish  register 
of  baptisms,  to  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  resort  for  in- 
formation on  this  subject.  From  the  annexed  table  of  births,  made  up 
from  that  register,  it  may  be  observed,  that,  for  thirteen  years  preced- 
ing the  year  1644,  the  annual  average  of  births  was  127*62  males,  and 
120.84  females ;  the  total  number  being  248.46.  Assuming,  therefore, 
according  to  our  former  principles,  the  annual  average  of  births  as 
the  S5th  part  of  the  population,  we  may  be  allowed  to  estimate  the 
whole,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1643,  to  have  been.  8750.  For  the  de- 
cade, from  the  year  1648  to  1657,  both  inclusive,  the  annual  average 
of  births  was  242.  From  1659  to  1668,  both  inclusive,  the  annual 
average  of  births  was  only  205.1.  From  the  year  1661  to  1678, 
220.1 ;  from  1679  to  1688, 194.4 ;  from  the  year  1689  to  1698,  182; 
and  from  1699  to  1708,  botli  inclusive,  we  find  that  the  annual 

average 


*  The  houses  on  the  west  side  of  the  Guestraw  belonged  to  the  more  respectable  inhabitants; 
and  having  superior  accommodation  to  those  in  the  odier  parts  of  the  town,  were  generaD j  appro- 
priated to  strangers  of  respectability,  when  they  occasionally  visited  the  toim.  Henoe  this  street 
derived  the  name  of  Guestraw. 

t  These  streets  were  properly  called  gates,  from  the  circumstance  of  there  being  a  port,  or  gate, 
tiear  the  extremity  of  each,  except  the  Broadgate,  which  was  distinguiahed,  in  ancient  times,  as  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  Gallowgate. 

X  The  Back-wynd  was  hud  out  by  the  Magistrates,  and  opened  in  the  year  1594 ;  and  the  Cor« 
rection«wynd  about  the  year  l636. 
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average  was  only  155.9;  which  would  make  the  population,  at  this 
period,  to  have  been  only  5556.5. 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  circumstances  is,  that  the 
population  of  Aberdeen  had  been  gradually  increasing,  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  civil  war;  and  that,  subsequently  to  that 
event,  it  had  decreased,  in  the  same  manner,  towards  the  epocha  of 
the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  On  the  whole,  the  population  of 
the  town,  in  the  year  1643,  may  be  estimated  to  have  been  9000 ; 
and,  at  the  union,  only  6000  persons,  of  all  ages. 

We  shall  annex  to  this  chapter,  a  table  of  the  prices  of  provisions, 
and  other  commodities ;  and  also  of  the  fiars  of  the  county  of  Aber- 
deen, for  certain  years  of  this  period,  extracted  from  the  records  of 
the  Sheriff  Court ;  with  the  other  tables,  to  which  we  have  had  occa- 
sion to  refer,  in  the  course  of  this  section  of  the  chapter. 


NHS  TABLE 
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TABLE  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  FUNDS, 

DEVISED  IN  MORTMAIN^   BY  BENEVOLENT  INDIVIDUALS, 

0 

FOR  CHARITABLE  PURPOSES,  AND   PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS^ 

IN   THE    COURSE   OF  THE   SEVENTEENTH   CENTURY | 

Offvkich  the  Magistrata  and  Town  Council  are  Trustees  and  Guardians. 


Merits 
Scottish. 

1617    Dr.  Duncan  Liddel,  for  Professor  of  Mathematics,  besides  the  Lands  of  ViU 

medden                ....  12,000 

Dr.  James  Cargil,  for  four  Bursaries  at  the  College              -                        •  4,000 

Mr.  Patrick  Copland,  for  the  Professor  of  Divinity        ditto        -  4,000 

David  Chalmerlane                    ditto                .                        .                        «  1,000 

John  Johnston,  for  one  Bursarie        ditto                      -                        -  1,000 
Mr.  Thomas  Reid,  Secretary  to  King  James  VI.  for  Bibliothecar  in  the 

CoUege                               ....  5,72e 

1622     Margaret  Holland,  to  the  Poor  of  the  Town            *        -                        -  200 

]  62s     Provost  Nicholson,  for  behoof  of  the  Poor                                -                        •  6OO 

1628    William  Duncan,  for  the  Poor  and  Church  of  Futtie                         -  200 

1630  Mathew  Anderson,  to  the  Guild  Brethren                        -                        -  500 

1631  William  Gray,  to  the  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital,  and  Poor                          •  2,000 

1632  William  Johnston,  M.D.  for  behoof  of  the  Poor         -                        -  1,000 

1633  Marion  Douglas,  Lady  Drum,  for  Widows,  and  aged  Virgins                  -  3,000 

1634  Jean  puild,  to  poor  Widows  and  Virgins            ...  500 
Dr.  Patrick  Dun,  his  Lands  of  Ferry  hill,  for  the  Masters  of  the  Gnunmar  School 

1635  James  Troup,  to  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital                    -                        *  700 

1636  IsobelCoutto,  to  the  Poor  and  Church  of  Futtie                        -                        •  500 

1637  William  Gray,  to  the  Church,  and  Guild  Box                 -                        •  1,000 
1640    George  Davidson,  to  the  Church  of  Futtie              -                        -                -  350 

(Besides  his  Lands  of  Pettins,  for  the  Ministers'  Stipends,  &c.  &c.) 

1642     Lady  Rothionay,  for  support  of  Schoolmistresses                -                        -  1,000 

1644  Sir  Thomas  Crombie  of  Kemnay,  for  a  Minister  to  Greyfiriars  Church,  &c  32,000 

1645  Robert  Johnston  of  Stain,  for  employing  poor  people  in  trade            -  10,800 
George  Robertson,  for  Bursaries  in  the  Grammar  School,  to  the  Fabric  of  St 

Nicholas  Kirk,  Guild  Brethren,  &c.       .                      .                        .  1,550 
William  Forbes,  for  the  use  of  the  Guild  Box                       -                        •  1,000 
1647     George  Cochran,  for  decayed  Brethren  of  Guild                            «  270 
1649    Jean  Guild,  widow  of  David  Anderson  of  Finzeauch,  for  ten  poor  Orphans,  be- 
sides the  Blackfriars  Manse,  &c.  in  the  SchoolhOl         «                        •  4,700 
1656    Dr.  Alex.  Ross,  for  poor  Scholars,  at  the  Grammar  School  and  CoUege           -  3,600 


Carried  forward  m  91^192 


ANKAL9  OF  ABERDEEN.  S77 

Uerk9 
Scottish. 

Brought  forward  -  9lA9i 

1658  Dr.  William  Guild,  Minister,  for  poor  Orphans  •  •  7^000 
John  Shand,  of  Rotterdam,  for  the  Kirk,  &c.           -                       -  500 

1659  George  Morison,  Provost,  for  behoof  of  the  Poor  -  .  1,000 
1661     Katharine  Rolland,  widow  of  Dr.  Guild,  the  Lands  of  Milltown  of  Hurtfaill,  &c. 

£ar  various  puiposes 
Robert  Cruickshank,  to  the  Guild  Box  •  •  •         8^500 

Metis 102,198 

Or  Sterling L.5677    6    8 


TABLE  OF  ASSESSMENTS  ON  THE  CITIZENS, 

For  the  Stipends  of  the  Mmieiere,  for  the  Support  of  the  Poor  of  the  Ibir^  tmd  other 

PubUc  Purposes^ 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  HEAD-CX)URTS, 
From  A.D.  16S4  to  A.D.  1707- 

l6S4    For  the  ordinary  Taxation  of  the  Town,  and  the  extraordinary,  being  two     Scottish  Money. 
in  ten,  for  three  years,  compounded  with  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton 

voL  lii.  p.  166  L.S6,666  13    4 

1635  The  Lords  of  Council  and  Session  m  •  205  888  l6  ii 

1636  Ditto  ditto  .  «  243  444     8  10 

1638  For  the  three  MinistersT  Stipoids,  and  the  common  Poor  »  1,466  13    4 

1639  —  arms,  pikes,  and  ammunition,  from  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  451       3,079    4    0 
...  chaige  of  expedition  against  the  Laird  of  Banff,  by  command  of  the 

Earl  of  Montrose,  &c.  -  -  465       6,666  13    4 

To  the  army  of  the  nobility,  to  prevent  the  town  from  being  plundered 

410.  484       4,666  13    4 

1640  For  10  merks  of  every  100  merks  of  yearly  rent,  trade,  &c. 

1642      ...  the  three  Ministers' Stipends,  and  the  common  Poor         -            1361  4,400    0  0 
1650      ...  the  town's  proportion  of  80,000  merks,  assessed  on  the  boroughs,  in 

lieu  of  service  of  foot  soldiers                       -                voL  liiL  p.  272  2,000  0  0 

»..  deficiencies  in  raising  men  to  Colonel  George  Keith                         314  834  6  8 
...  the  town's  proportion  of  200,000  merks,  for  purchasing  1000  bolls  of 

meal  for  the  army            ...               314  2,144  0  0 

...  half  an  year's  Interest  of  the  town's  public  debt  of  L.40,000            9^9  4,620  0  0 
...  transportation  of  three  Ministers  to  the  town,  and  their  yearly  Stipends 

950  1,000  0  0 
part  of  the  loan  money  and  taxation,  for  levying  the  army  for  the  ex« 

pedition  to  Engknd                   -                       m                          1180  12,266  13  4 

the  support  of  Major«General  Uny's  army                   •              1337  4,000  0  O 


»•. 


...» 


Carried  forward       L.85,144    3    1 
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1661 
1667 


For 


1668 

1669 
1670 

1671 
1674 
167S 

1677 
1678 


1679 
1680 

1681 

1682 

I68S 

1685 

1686 

1688 

1689 
1690 

1691 
1693 
1694 
1695 
1696 
1697 
1698 

1699 
1701 

1702 
1704 
1707 


••• 


••• 


••• 


Brought  forward  • 

the  proportion  of  the  ces8,  for  two  months^  of  L.12>000>  imposed  on 
the  boroughs,  for  the  Lords  of  Sessicm  •  voL  liv.  p.  308 

the  monthly  assessment  imposed  by  Parliament  -  55 

the  taxation  to  the  King  -  •  ib. 

the  price  of  six  iron  canncm,  purchased  firom  the  Earl  Marisdud        ib. 
the  deficiency  of  the  town's  proportion  of  the  Excise  «  16 

the  Interest  on  the  Mortifications,  and  for  Ministers'  Stipends,  for  the 
same  purpose  •  «  •  55. 58 

Ditto  ditto  •  -  ]63 

Ditto  ditto  «  «  248 

Ditto  ditto  •  S57 

Ditto  ditto  ^  -  586 

the  re-payment  of  Monies  due  to  the  Mortifications,  Brteam  of  Excise, 

Ministers'  Stipends,  Town's  Militia  Company's  Charge    voL  IvL  p.  66 

the  same  purpose  -  -  208 

the  following  purposes,  namely«*-for  Interest  of  Money  due  to  the  Guild 

Brethren's  Hospital,  Mort\fications,  &c.  contracted  in  the  time  of  the 

dvil  war;  for  preserving  the  Town  from  being  plundered  and  burnt; 

and  for  the  support  of  the  people  in  the  time  of  the  plague,  thirty-one 

years  ago ;  deficiency  of  the  Excise;  and  fbr  sum^lies  to  the  Town's 

Militia  Company  • 

the  King^s  Subsidy,  &c, 

the  same  purpose  • 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto,  and  for  Minister^ 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 


L.85,144    8 

1 

3,600    0 

0 

800    0 

0 

1,466  13 

4 

1,333    6 

8 

\,SSB    IS 

8 

6,666  13 

4 

6,666  13 

4 

6,666  13 

4 

6,666  13 

4 

ISfiZS    6 

8 

10,000    0 

0 

16,000    0 

0 

■ 

322.  324 

12,000 

0 

0 

- 

437 

4,200 

0 

0 

m                                     m 

59,9 

4,200 

0 

0 

• 

659 

4,200 

0 

0 

voL  IviL  p.  50 

4,200' 

0 

0 

- 

108 

4,200 

0 

0 

and  Contingenties 

204 

6,666 

13 

4 

t 

249 

6,666  13 

4 

-                                      m 

277 

6,666 

13 

4 

308 

6,660 

13 

4 

m 

342 

6,666  13 

4 

360 

10,000 

0 

0 

m                                    m 

422 

14,000 

0 

0 

* 

456 

8,000 

0 

0 

^ 

m 

-        494 

8,000 

0 

0 

538 

11,000 

0 

0 

m 

610 

11,000 

0 

0 

m                                   m 

674 

inooo 

0 

0 

m                                  m 

722 

13,000 

0 

0 

m 

782 

12,000 

0 

0 

m                                  m 

813 

12,500 

0 

0 

m 

842 

10,000 

0 

0 

•                                        ■ 

S9S 

8,000 

0 

0 

m                               m 

58.82 
L. 

9,000 

0 

0 

363,510  16 

5 

TABLE 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  IN  ABERDEEN, 
For  the  tnertU  Period*  qfter-^nentioiied. 


VRAB 

BIRTHS, 

TOTAL. 

TXAB. 

BIRTHS. 

TOTAL. 

M  PAM» 

Males. 

Females. 

Maks. 

Females. 

1681 

126 

99 

225 

1669 

93 

125 

218 

1682 

185 

119 

254 

1670 

122 

118 

235 

1688 

128 

117 

240 

1671 

110 

109 

219 

1684 

128 

109 

287 

1672 

102 

108 

205 

1685 

105 

124 

229 

1678 

181 

107 

238 

1686 

114 

125 

289 

1674 

116 

108 

219 

1637 

189 

119 

.   258 

1675 

111 

]05 

216 

1688 

181 

127 

^58 

1676 

122 

98 

215 

1689 

188 

109 

247 

1677 

125 

105 

230 

1640 

149 

147 

296 

1678 

100 

106 

206 

1641 

126 

120 
181 

246 
270 

1642 

189 

1182 

IO69 

2201 

1648 

116 

135 

251 

Ajoerage 

118,2 

1 

106.9 

220.1 

1669 

1581 

8250 

1 

Average' 

127.62 

120.84 

248.4^ 

TSAB. 

1679 

1680 

117 
100 

122 
110 

239 
210 

YEAIL 

1681 

97 

108 

200 

1648 

128 

115 

288 

1682 

93 

106 

199 

1649 

128 

185 

258 

1688 

95 

102 

197 

1650 

110 

117 

227 

1684 

97 

126 

223 

1651 

188 

124 

257  • 

1685 

90 

82 

172 

1652 

.  129 

111 

240 

1686 

ISO 

93 

218 

1658 

126 

112 

238 

1687 

91 

92 

168 

1654 

188 

120 

258 

1688 

57 

51 

108 

1655 
1656 

,   127 
119 

128 
110 

255 
229 

957 

987 

1944 

1657 

100  . 

125 

«25 

Average 

95.7 

98.7 

194.4 

1228 

"97 

2420 

Average 

122.8 

"97 

242. 

YEAR. 

1689 
1690 

108 
99 

85 
7S 

193 
172 

TSAB. 

— .  ^^ 

1691 

95 

75 

170 

1659 

100 

111 

211 

1692 

99 

98 

197 

1660 

111 

99 

210 

1693 

115 

95 

210 

1661 

97 

108 

205 

1694 

115 

82 

197 

1662 

80 

9^ 

178 

1695 

90 

89 

179 

1668 

89 

W 

186 

1696 

75 

9S 

171 

1664 

96 

108 

204 

1697 

85 

9» 

177 

1665 

110 

93 

208 

1698 

78 

81 

154 

1666 
1667 

118 
111 

137 
89 

255 
200 

« 

954 

866 

1820 

1668 

106 

98 

204 

Average 

95.4 

86.6 

182. 

1018 

1038 

2051 

The  Bvc 

tagB  of  Birth*,  from  the  year  16S8  to 

Average 

101.8 

103.3 

205.1 

17( 
wl 

X,  wu  80.3 
lole,  155.9. 

malet,  75.6 

feomlct— ID 
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TABLE  OF  PRICES 

OF 

SUNDRY  ARTICLES  OF  PROVISIONS,  AND  OTHER  COMMODITIES,  &c- 

AT  DIFFSaSKT  PKBIODS,  FROM  A.D.  l633  TO  A.D.  I707- 


1654    Soottiahpintofale 

Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  nine  ounces  «  m 

l635    Scottish  pint  of  ale        «  •  •    '  « 

l6S8  Ditto  .  •  • 

Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  eleven  ounces  -  • 

Horse  hire,  the  mile  «  «  « 

1639  Scottish  pint  of  ale  •  «  • 
Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  fourteen  ounces                            - 
Double-soled  Mens*  and  Women's  Shoes,  the  inch  * 
Ditto,  second  sort,  the  inch                        -                       ^ 

1640  Scottishpint  of  ale  «  «  » 
Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  twelve  ounces                             m  • 

1641  Admission  dues  of  a  burgess  of  guild  *  m 

1642  Pound  weight  of  candle  •  «  • 
l645    Loaf  of  rye,  weighing  sixteen  ounces                   « 

Boll  of  rye  meal  «  «  » 

Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  twelve  ounces 

Scottish  pint  of  ale  «  •  « 

1648  Admission  dues  of  a  burgess  of  guild  -  • 
Wages  of  Wrights,  without  meat  or  drink,  per  day            • 
Daily  servants,                    ditto                            •                       • 
Wages  of  best  Women  servants,  half-y  early,  and  for  shoes  and  bounties 
Second  servants,  "LJt  of  money,  and  l$Jt  tot  shoes,  &c.  • 

1649  Pound  weight  of  candle  m  m  n 
Scottishpint  of  ale                               •                       «  • 
Pair  of  double-soled  shoes,  of  foreign  leather,  the  inch           • 

Ditto  of  Scottish  leather,      do. 

l656    Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  fourteen  ounces  • 

Scottish  pint  of  ale  «  »  •» 

Stone  of  rough  tallow         •  •  • 

Stone  of  molten  tallow  •  m  • 

Pound  weighs  of  candle  «  » 

Best  Mutton  bouk  •■  •  ■ 

Second  sort    do>  ■  ■  ■  /  i 

Best  Ox  beef  •  •  • 

Second  sort  •  «  ■  « 

Best  Cow  Beef  ■■  «  « 


ScoUUh 

Money. 

£. 

1. 

d. 

0 

1 

8 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8 

6 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

1 

8 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

itoo 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

0 

1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

ft66  IS 

4 

0 

IS 

4 

0 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

ii       0 

S 

0 

0 

8 

o 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8 

0 

s 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

1  . 

I6 

0 

I 

6 

8 

18 

0 

0                                  1 

9 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 
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1656    Second  sort  »  »  •  « 

Co^per8>  for  the  price^  and  packing  each  barrel  of  sahnon  • 

Double  girding  -  «  ^ 

Blacksmiths,  for  each  stone  of  iron,  wrought  -  ■ 

Weavers,  for  each  ell  of  plaiden,  with  a  peck  of  meal  to  the  score 
Master  Slaters,  each  day  »  *  • 

Servants  .  «  .  • 

Masons,  weekly  ... 

Wages  to  best  Women  Servants,  half-yearly,  and  for  shoes  and  bounties 
Second  ditto  ... 

1 695    Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  twelve  ounces  - 

A  pound  of  candle  •  «  ■ 

Best  Mutton  bouk  •  •  « 

Second  sort  m  >*  -  ■ 

BestOxbeef  -  » 

Second  sort  «  •>  ■  ■ 

Best  G>w  beef  «  «  •  , 

Second  sort  «  *•  . «  ■ 

Best  Ox  hide  ■  »  ■ 

Second  sort  -  «  .  ., 

A  pair  of  double  soled  shoes,  of  fbreign  leather,  timber  or  leather  heels. 

Ditto  of  Scottish  leather,        ditto  .  .  . 

SlateriT  wages,  each  day,  without  meat  «  m 

Masoni^  ditto  ditto  ■  ■ 

ditto         ditto  •  M  « 


ScoUish 

Money* 

£. 

1*   d. 

6 

0    0 

3 

0    0 

0 

6     8 

1 

8     0 

0 

0     8 

1 

0     0 

0 

12    0 

4 

13     4 

5 

0    0 

4 

0    0 

0 

1     0 

0 

4     0 

1 

6     8 

1 

0     0 

-       12 

0    0 

8 

0    0 

10 

0    0 

7 

0    0 

5 

0     0 

3 

6     8 

nch    0 

S     0 

0 

2     0 

0 

16     0 

0 

13     4 

0 

15     6 

o  o  Table 
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TABLE  OF  THE  FIARS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ABERDEEN, 

FOR  TBI  TXAB8  UNDKB-HSNTIONSD,  IN   STBBLINO  1I(M(EY. 


9 


1649.        1650.        1651.        1652.        1666.        1667. 
Greftt  Oafs,  With  fodder     ...L.0  13     4  L.0  11     8  L.0  11     1  L.0  11     8  L.0    7     2  L.0    9     1 


0  11 

8 

0  10     0 

0  10     0 

0  II      1 

0 

A 

I 

0  8  4 
0  10     0 

Bear,  with  fodder 

••  • 

•  •• 

0  15 

0 

0   13   10 

0  13   10 

0  13     4 

0 

7 

2 

— -^  without  fodder 

« 

•  •• 

0  IS 

4 

0  13     4 

0  12     I 

0  11   10 

0 

a 

8 

0     8   10 

^VhiteMeal 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

0  13 

4 

0  13     4 

0  13     4 

0  11     g 

0 

a 

8 

0     9     0 

Malt 

•  •• 

•  •• 

0  11 

8 

0  13  10 

0  13   10 

0  118 

0 

a 

8 

0     8  10 

Pease 

•«• 

•  •• 

0  13 

4 

0  12     9 

0  12     1 

0  17     1 

0 

a 

8 

0     8  10 

Wheat 

••• 

•  •  • 

0  18 

4 

10     0 

0  18     4 

1     0     0 

0 

10 

0 

0  10     0 

Rye 

••  • 

•  •• 

0  12 

1 

0  11     1 

0  10     0 

0  10    0 

0 

5 

a 

0    a    8 

■ 

1668. 

1669. 

1670. 

1692. 

1699. 

1694. 

Great  Oata,  withfaddec 

a 

LU)    7     2 

L4)     8  10 

L^    7     9 

L.0 

7 

1 

LO  11     4 

O     5 

a 

O     6      1 

0     ft  >0 

Q     6     8 

0 

5 

g 

0   a  10 

0     9     5 

Bear,  witb  fodder 

••• 

^f« 

0     8 

4 

,0     8     4 

0    0     5 

%#           «•           V 

0    7     0 

0 

7 

19 
1 

0.7 

1 

0   aji 

0    8     4 

0     6    8 

0 

6 

a 

0   a  10 

White  Mcil 

•  •      .» 

0   a 

«. 

0   a  11 

0     8     4 

0     6  10 

a 

7 

1 

9     8   10 

Malt 

0   a 

8 

0   a  11 

0     8     4 

0   a   8 

0 

a 

8 

0     8     4 

Pease 

0     8 

4 

0    7     9 

0     8     4 

0     8   10 

0 

8 

10 

0     8  10 

Wheat 

0  10 

0 

0  10     0 

0  118 

0  11      1 

0 

11 

8 

0  15     0 

Rye 

0   a 

8 

0   5a 

0    a    4 

0   a    8 

0 

a 

8 

0   a   8 

Great  Oats,  with  fodder    ...L.0  la 
without  fodder... 

Bear,  with  fodder 

— '—  without  fodder 
White  Meal  

J^AOH  •••  •••  ••• 

JTCuBB  •••  ...  «.. 

WflB^V,  ••.  ...  ... 

■Ky  C  •••  *••  ■•• 


1695.    1696.    1697.    1698.    1699.    1700. 
8  L.0  IS  4  L.0  15  0  L.0  IS  4  L.0  IS  10  L.0  11  I 


0  15 

a 

0  13 

4 

0  13 

4 

0  la 

8 

0  13 

4 

0  10 

10 

0  la 

8 

0  14 

d 

0  18 

4 

1     0 

0 

0  la 

8 

0   11 

8 

0  15 

a 

0  14 

5 

0  la 

8 

0  11 

8 

0  15 

a 

0  11 

1 

0  la 

8 

0  13 

4 

0  15 

0 

1     0 

0 

0  15 

0 

0  11 

1 

0  15 

a 

0  14 

5 

0  la 

8 

0  18 

4 

0  13 

4 

0  11 

1 

0  la 

8 

0  15 

0 

0  16 

8 

1     3 

4 

0  la 

8 

0  13 

4 

1     5 

a 

0  15 

a 

1     3 

4 

1     5 

a 

1     5 

a 

0  18 

4 

0  13 

4 

0  10 

0 

0  13 

4 

0  la 

8 

0  12 

9 

0     8 

10 

N.B.  Fraetmu  under  pencckave  been  purpotdi/  oautted. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


Accession  of  George  I.  to  the  throne  of  Britain — Rebellion^  1715,  and 
proceedings  in  Aherdeen-^^Fire  in  the  Gallowgate — Rigour  of  the 
season^  1740,  with  scarcity  and  dearth — Great  Fire  in  the  Broads 
gate—  Traffich  of  Kidnapping — Rebellion^  1 745 — Rebels  in  posses^ 
sion  of  the  TorvHj  ^c. — Military  riots — Scarcity,  1782 — Borough 
politics^  in  1752,  1783,  and  1817 — and  various  other  occurrences. 

From  A.D.  1710  to  A.D«  1816. 

George,  the  eldest  son  of  Ernest  Augustus,  Duke  of  Hanover,  a.d.  1714. 
by  the  Princess  Sophia,  the  only  child  of  the  King  of  Bohemia,*  suc- 
ceeded to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  death  of  Queen  Anne ; 
and  was  proclaimed,  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  sovereign  of  the  Bri- 
tish dominions.  Although  he  ascended  the  throne  without  opposi- 
tion, or  any  indications  of  popular  discontent,  yet  the  dissensions  in 
Scotland^  produced  by  the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  which  was  deemed 
by  many  a  national  grievance,  had  never  been  entirely  done  away ; 
and  conspiracies  had  been  forming,  both  in  England  and  Scotland, 
against  his  succession.  The  house  of  Stuart  had,  in  those  kingdoms, 
many  adherents,  who  were  known  by  the  name  of  Jacobites,  and 
stUl  entertained  sanguine  expectations  of  being  able  to  restore  that 
family  to  the  throne.  These  had  neglected  no  opportunity  to  form 
designs  against  the  king,  and  to  concert  measures  for  open  rebellion, 
which  speedily  broke  out  in  Scotland. 

The  Earl  of  Mar,  who  was,  at  this  time,  a  powerful  chieftain  in 
the  north,  had  continued  his  attachment  to  the  exiled  family  of 
Stuart ;  and  his  influence  among  his  vassals  and  dependents  enabled 

o  o  2  him 


*  The  Princess  Elizabetli^  eldest  daughter  of  James  VI.  was  mamed  to  the  Elector  Palatine,  af* 
terwards  King  of  Bohemia;  and  the  Prineeas  Sd]^ya  was  the  only  surviving  child  of  that  marriage. 
By  the  treaty  of  union,  the  succession  was  settled  on  her  and  her  heirs,  after  the  death  of  Queen 
Anne,  whose  fkdier,  James  VII.  cKed  at  St  Gennains,  6th  Sept  1701. 
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A.D.  1715.  him  to  raise  a  small  body  of  men^  whom  he  assembled  at  Braemar^  in 
the  highland  district  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen.  He  there  pro- 
claimed the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  the  only  son  of  the  late  £ing 
James,  sovereign  of  Britain,  by  the  title  of  King  James  VIII.  and, 
flattering  himself  with  the  hope  of  being  joined  by  a  numerous  body 
of  nobles  and  barons  who  were  inimical  to  the  established  govern-* 
ment,  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  field.  Many  of  the  Ja- 
cobites flocked  to  his  standard,  and  his  army  was  soon  augmented  to 
10,000  men.  Meanwhile,  the  adherents  of  the  prince  pretender,  un- 
der the  delusive  expectation  that  his  presence  might  produce  an  im- 
mediate revolution,  pressed  him  to  come  to  Britain,  without  delay. 
Mar  assumed  the  title  of  Lieutenant-General  of  his  forces,  and  made 
every  preparation  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 

While  these  things  were  transacting,  the  magistrates  of  Aber- 
deen, who  were  zealous  supporters  of  the  established  government, 
having  early  intelligence  of  tJie  deigns  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  adopted 
measures  of  precaution  for  the  safety  of  the  town,  lest  an  attack 
upon  it  should  be  attempied  by  the  insurgents.  The  citizens  were 
armed,  the  ports  secured,  and  cannon  planted  where  it  was  most  ex- 
posed. But  these  exertions  do  not  seem  to  have  met  with  any  sup- 
port from  government ;  for  an  order  was  transmitted,  by  the  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  requiring  them  to  deliver  up,  for  the  use  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's troops,  the  whole  gunpowder  in  the  town,  for  which  the  mer- 
chants were  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  L.S  6s.  8d.  sterling,  each  hun- 
dred weight.*  The  town  being  thus  in  a  manner  deprived  of  the 
means  of  defence,  was  exposed,  not  only  to  the  insurgents,  but  to  the 
disaffected  part  of  the  community. 

The  Earl  of  Mar  having  advanced,  with  his  clans,  southward, 
formed  a  camp  at  Perth,  where  he  was  joined  by  many  barons,  and 
others,, who  adhered  to  the  interest  of  the  prince  pretender;  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  north  was  under  the  influence  of  the  Jacobites. 
Their  partisans  having  now  acquired  the  ascendency  in  the  town,  as- 
sumed its  civil  government,  under  pretence  of  authority  from  the  Earl 

Marischal^ 


*  The  quantity  delivered  up  was  3681|  pounds  weight— £C9iinct7  RegUkr,^  voL  Iviii.  p.  415.] 
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Marlschalt  who  arrived  upon  the  28th  September,  with  a  squadron  of  a.d.  1715. 
horse,  and  proclaimed,  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  the  pretender,  king 
of  the  British  dominions.     This  being  the  ordinary  day  of  the  annual 
election,  the  magistrates  and  council  thought  proper  to  absent  them- 
selves, without  choosing  the  new  counsellors  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
but  such  of  the  burgesses  as  were  inimical  to  the  established  go- 
vernment, soon  supplied  this  defect.     They  assembled,  on  the  sub- 
sequent day,  in  the  East  church,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Earl 
Marischal ;  and,  by  a  poll  of  those  qualified  to  vote,  formed  an  admi- 
nistration* suited  to  their  own  views.    Among  the  first  acts  of  the 
administrators,  so  elected,  was  an  imposition,  under  the  sanction  of  a 
head  court,  of  a  contribution  of  L.200  10s.  9d.  sterling,  upon  the  in- 
habitants, towards  the  charge  of  supplies  for  the  pretender's  army, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Earl  of  Mar.     In  a  few  days  after,  a  si- 
milar contribution  of  L.2000  sterling,^  under  the  denomination  of  a 
loan,  was  imposed  for  the  same  purpose,  of  which  L.SOO  were  ordered 
to  be  immediately  levied.    About  the  same  time,  a  requisition  was 
made  to  supply  Mar*s  army  with  300  Lochaber  axes,  and  to  fur- 
nish him  with  a  printing  press,  types,  and  apparatUvS,  which  were  im- 
mediately transmitted  to  Perth,  f 

The  army  of  the  pretender  being  joined  by  the  northern  clans, 
under  the  Earl  of  Seaforth,  and  others,  their  partisans,  the  Earl  of 
Mar  broke  up  his  camp  at  Perth,  and  resolved  to  pass,  the  Frith,  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  Jacobites  in  the  south,  and  to  march  into 
England.  He  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Auchterarder  upon  the  11th 
November,  when,  having  received  intelligence  that  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  with  the  royal  army  under  his  command,  had  taken  the  field, 
and  was  advancing  from  Lothian  to  Stirling,  he  reviewed  his  army, 
and  took  up  his  position  at  that  place.  The  Duke  determined  to 
give  him  battle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dumblane,  passed  the 
Forth,  at  Stirling,  on  the  12th,  and  encamped,  with  his  left  at 
that  village,  and  his  right  towards  Sheriffmoor.     The  Earl  having 

advanced 


*  The  nuigistntes  elected^  on  this  occasion,  were,  Patrick  Bannennan,  provost;  John  Leslie, 
John  Burnett,  William  Simpson,  and  James  Fyfe,  baillie8.«-|^Coiiiictf  RegUter,  vol,  Iviii.  p.  41 9*1] 
t  Council  Bq;ister^  yoL  Iviii.  n,  41s,  et  sea.  423.  408» 
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A.D.  1715.  advanced  within  two  miles  of  his  position,  remained  there  until  the 
next  morning,  in  order  of  battle.  The  armies  met,  and  a  severe  con- 
flict ensued,  in  which  there  was  great  loss  on  both  sides ;  but  the 
battle  being  indecisivey  the  rebels  retreated  to  the  Boman  camp,  at 
Ardoch,  a  few  miles  distant,  and  the  Duke's  army  drew  off  towards 
Dumblane ;  both  generals  having  claimed  the  victory. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  affairs,  when  the  pretender  arrived  at 
Peterhead,  from  France,  on  22d  December,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
tinue of  six  gentlemen.  He  passed  through  Aberdeen,  incognito^ 
to  Fetteresso,  where  he  was  received  with  the  highest  marks  of  resr 
pect,  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  the  Earl  Marischal,  and  about  thirty  other 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  had  jealously  embraced  his  cause, 
and  now  testified  to  himself  their  sincerity.  He  afterwards  pub- 
lished several  proclamations  and  manifestos,  on  various  topics ;  and 
transmitted  orders  to  the  ministers  of  Aberdeen  to  pray  for  him,  by 
the  title  of  King  James ;  but  these  orders  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
regarded.  *  The  professors  of  King's  and  Marischal  Colleges,  how- 
ever, under  the  common  delusive  impressions  of  the  time,  thought 
proper  to  attend  him  at  Fetteresso,  and  to  present  a  loyal  address, 
which  they  had  soon  cause  to  regret ;  for,  after  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion,  they  were,  for  this  officious  and  inconsiderate  display  of 
their  zeal,  dismissed  from  their  offices. 

The  administration  of  the  town  being  now  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  attached  to  the  pretender,  the  magistrates,  with  a  view  to 
convince  him  of  their  devotion  to  his  person,  and  zeal  for  his  service, 
resolved  to  raise  a  troop  of  horse,  in  number  thirty,  to  be  well  pro- 
vided with  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  to  be  attached  to  the  Earl 
Marischal's  squadron.  The  estimated  charge  of  this  undertaking  being 
L.3S3  6s.  8d.  st^ling^  was  ordered,  under  the  authority  of  a  head 
court,  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants.  In  order  to  entice  young 
men  to  engage  in  this  service,  they  were  promised  the  freedom  of 
the  town  on  their  return,  f  The  troop,  however,  was  never  raised, 
although  the  usual  complement  of  officers  was  appointed.    About  the 

same 


*  CouncQ  Register^  vol  Iviii.  p«  42S.  t  Aid.  roh  Mii.  p.  446. 449* 
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same  tim^  these  magistrates  delivered  up  to  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  a.i>.  1715. 
foor  of  the  cannon  belonging  to  the  town^  with  th^ir  carriagesi  for 
the  serrice  of  the  rebels ;  but  this  nobleman  soon  abandoned  their 
cause,  and  submitted  to  King  George. 

The  affairs  of  the  pretender  began  soon  to  decline.  While 
the  royal  army  was  receiving  daily  augmentations  by  Dutch  auxi- 
liaries, his  army  was  diminishing  in  numbers  every  day,  by  the 
dans  aiid  their  chieftains  dropping  offl  The  pretender  having,  at 
lengthy  found,  that  he  had  engaged  in  a  desperate  undertaking,  re- 
turned to  France,  and  rebellion  languished  and  expired.  The  re- 
mains of  his  army  retreated  northward,  under  the  command  of  Gene^ 
lal  Gcordou  of  Audmitoul,  who  had  formerly  been  in  the  Busudan 
service,  passed  through  Aberdeen^  continued  their  route  thrc/ugh 
Strathdon  and  Strathspey,  and  quietly  dispersed  among  the  hills  of 
Badenoch. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  pursued  with  the  royal  army,  was  un-  1710. 
able  to  overtake  the  rear  guard  of  the  rebels,  under  the  Earl  Marischal. 
Indeed,  he  does  not  appear  to  bare  made  any  extraordinary  exer- 
tions to  do  so ;  for  his  army  halted  at  Aberdeen,  and  part  of  it  re- 
mained there  for  some  considerable  time.  The  rebellion  being  sup- 
pressed, the  guns  and  muskets  belonging  to  the  town  were  delivered 
up  to  the  deputy  Heutenants  of  the  county,  in  consequence  of  an 
order  from  govenunentr^ 

When  tranquillity  had  been  re-established,  the  administration  of 
the  town  was  restored  to  legitimate  magtstratea  and  counsellors,  un^ 
der  the  authority  of  an  ordinance  of  the  king  and  coundl,  by  which 
the  magistrates,  who  had  served  for  the  year  previous  to  the  rebel- 
lion, were  empowered  and  required,  oAibe  10th  of  April,  this  year, 
to  i^oceed  to  the  nomination  of  magistrate*  and  counseDors,  hi  snch 
manner  as  they  ou^  to  have  done,  had  they  not  been  disturbed  by 
the  rebellion.    By  the  same  authority,  it  was  directed,  tibat  those  to 

be  so  chosen  were  to  conthnie  in  office  from  that  time  until  the  ot- 

dinary 


•  Council  Register,  vol.  Iviii.  p.  487.  504. 
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A.D,  1716.  dinary  day  of  election,  in  the  month  of  September;  and^  from 
thence  forward,  it  was  ordained,  that  the  procedure  in  it  should  be 
continued,  according  to  the  ancient  constitution,  sets,  and  customs  of 
the  borough.*  The  election  having  been  proceeded  to,  the  magis- 
trates and  counsellors  were  chosen,  conformably  to  these  injunc- 
tions. Immediately  after  the  election,  they  granted  authority  to  the 
several  corporations  of  artificers  to  elect  their  deacons  and  other 
office-bearers,  which  was  accordingly  done  in  the  usual  manner,  f 

A  few  years  previous  to  the  commencement  of  those  public 
transactions,  there  happened,  near  Aberdeen,  the  following  interest- 
ing and  melancholy  occurrence,, which  requires  to  be  related.  On  the 
19th  August,  1710,  David  Bruce,  son  to  Bobert  Bruce,  goldsmith 
in  Edinburgh,  and  six  other  young  men,  students  at  the  college  of 

St. 


•  '*  At  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  lOth  day  of  March,  I715.'^-Pre8ent^  Thb  Kino's  most  Ex- 
cellent Majesty  in  Councill.-«Upon  reading  tiiis  day  at  the  Boaid  a  MemoriaU  firom  the  Right 
Hon.  S^  David  Dakymple  of  Hailes,  Baan^,  His  Majesty's  Advocate ;  The  Right  Hon.  Adam  Cock« 
bume^  Esq.  of  Ormistpun^  Lord  Justice  Clerk ;  and  S^  James  Steuart  of  Goodtrees,  Ban^^  His 
Majesty's  Sollicitor  in  North  Britain ;  dated  in  Edinburgh^  the  20th  of  February  last,  and  directed 
to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Viscount  Townshend^  his  Majesty's  Prindpall  Secretaxy  of  State, 
touching  the  most  proper  and  effectuall  method  of  resettling  the  Magistracy  of  severaU  Towns  in 
North  Britain^  in  such  manner  as  may  most  contribute  to  the  restoring  of  the  peace  of  those  Towns, 
and  to  the  securing  thereof  for  the  future.  And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  his  Majesty, 
that  severall  Burghs  in  North  Britain  were,  at  Michaelmas  last,  [the  ordinary  andlegal  time  of  their 
electing  Magistrates^  either  entirely  hindred  fi^m  making  such  elections,  according  to  their  several 
constitutions;  or  that,  where  the  fbrmality  of  elections  was  observed,  being  then  under  the  power 
and  impression  of  the  Bebells,  the  freedom  of  such  elections  was  thereby  restrained ;  and  the  Buxgh 
of  Aberdeen,  in  particular,  having  lain  under  such  or  the  like  drcumstanoes  before-mentioned; 
His  Majesty  in  Coundll,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  does  think  fitt,  for  restoring  the  peace 
and  good  government  of  the  said  Burgh,  to  order,  mSi  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Magistrates, 
who  served  in  the  Burgh  of  Aberdeen  for  the  year  last  past,  shall,  and  they  sate  hereby  authorised 
and  required,  cm  the  tenth  day  of  April  next,  to  proceed  to  the  «lecti<Mi  of  Magistrates  and  Coun* 
dlls,  to  serve  in  the  said  Burgh,  from  the  tenth  day  of  April  aforesaid,  untill  the  ordinary  time  of 
the  annuall  change  of  the  Magistrates  and  Coundll  of  the  said  Burgh,  in  the  year  1716,  in  such 
manner  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  if  they  had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  late  Rebellion ;  and  fixmi 
thence  forward,  that  the  procedure  in  the  dection  of  Magistrates  be  ecmtinued,  according  to  the 
constitution,  setts,  and  customs,  of  the  said  Burgh:  Of  which  all  persons  concerned  are  to  take  no« 
tice,  and  to  give  due  obedience  to  his  Migesty's  pleasure,  herein  signifyed. 

5*  WlUUM  BUTHWAVT." 

t  Council  Register,  rol.  IviiL  p.  474. 
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St.  Andrew's,  put  to  sea,  for  their  amusement,  in  an  open  boat,  from  a.d.  1710. 
the  harbour  of  that  place.  In  their  attempt  to  r^eturn,  they  unfortu- 
nately lost  one  of  their  oars,  and,  the  wind  being  unfavourable,  they 
were  driven  off  the  coast,  without  a  morsel  of  provisions,  or  any  fresh 
water,  on  board.  Their  riot  returning  in  the  evening  created,  in  the 
city,  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm  for  their  safety,  and  early  next 
morning  several  boats  were  dispatched  in  quest  of  them,  but  re- 
turned, without  success.  The  unfortunate  youths  were  tossed  upon 
the  waves  for  six  days,  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds ;  and,  although  they 
were  every  day  in  sight  of  land,  were  imable  to  gain  the  shore. 
While  in  this  lamentable  situation,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  east,  and 
a  brisk  gale  drove  them  upon  the  rocky  coast  about  four  miles  to  the 
south  of  Aberdeen,  near  a  place  called  Hernheugh.  Worn  out  with 
fatigue,  and  want  of  food,  they  were  unable  to  scramble  up  the  rock, 
which  was  almost  a  precipice.  Fortunately  they  were  discovered  by 
an  old  fisherman,  who  pointed  out  to  them  a  place  by  which  they 
could  ascend ;  and  two  of  them,  with  difficulty,  regained  the  land. 
By  the  assistance  of  the  people  who  came  to  their  relief,  the  other 
five  were  got  out  of  the  boat,  and  carried  to  the  house  of  John  Shep- 
herd, farmer  in  Findon,  who  treated  them  with  much  humanity,  and 
contributed  every  thing  in  his  power  towards  their  comfort.  Intelli- 
gence of  this  having  been  brought  to  Aberdeen,  the  magistrates  im- 
mediately dispatched  the  dean  of  guild,  along  with  a  physician  and 
surgeon,  to  prescribe  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers  what  their  deplo^ 
rable  condition  required ;  but,  before  they  arrived,  two  of  the  young 
men  had  died.  The  other  five,  by  the  kind  and  humane  treatment 
which  they  experienced,  speedily  recovered,  regained  their  strength, 
and  were  restored  to  their  friends.  Mr.  Bruce,  to  testify  his  gratitude 
to  providence  for  restoring  to  him  his  son,  caused  a  painting  of  the 
scene  to  be  executed  by  an  artist,  which  was  afterwards  handsomely 
engraved  on  copper-plate.  *  A  copy  of  the  engraving,  neatly  glazed 
and  framed,  was  presented  by  him  to  the  magistrates,  with  a  request 
that  it  might  be  hung  up  in  the  town-hall,  in  memory  of  the  event. 

p  p  This 


*  The  engraving  reprea^ted  bis  son  on  the  top  of  the  rock,  with  his  companions  climbing  up 
from  the  boat  below,  and  the  all^seeing  eye  of  providence  looking  down  upon  them ;  with  this 
inscription,  ''  Spli  Deo  gloria  J*    It  hung  in  the  council-room  till  within  these  few  years^  i/dien  it 
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A.D.  1716.  This  engraving  accordingly  remained  there  for  upwards  of  one  hun^ 
dred  years. 

At  this  time,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  house  at  the  head  of  the  Gallow- 
gate,  which  rapidly  spread  to  the  adjoining  houses ;  and,  before  it 
could  be  extinguished,  the  whole  were  burnt  to  the  ground.  The 
loss  suffered  by  the  owners  and  inhabitants  was  considerable ;  and 
the  citizens,  sympathizing  with  their  distresses,  made  a  handsome 
voluntary  contribution  for  their  relief.* 

1759.  After  a  long  interval  of  peace,  war  was  declared  by  the  nation 
against  Spain,  and  hostilities  commenced  both  by  sea  and  land.  An 
invasion  of  the  town  being  dreaded,  the  blockhouse  was  repaired, 
and  mounted  with  four  ten  pounders,  and  two  eight  pounders,  which 
were  brought  from  London,  at  a  very  considerable  charge  to  the 
community.  The  citizens  were  also  armed,  for  internal  defeDce» 
with  300  stand  of  muskets,  which  had  been  purchased,  at  the  rate  of 
10s.  6d.  each,  by  the  magistrates,  from  the  commanding  officer  of 
Colonel  Discury's  regiment,  quartered  in  the  town. 

In  the  end  of  this,  and  beginning  of  the  subsequent  year,  the 
weather  was  remarkably  severe.  On  the  29th  December,  a  most  in- 
tense frost  had  set  in,  accompanied  with  heavy  falls  of  snow,  which 
1740,  continued,  almost  daily,  until  the  beginning  of  February,  f  The  com 
mills,  both  in  the  town  and  country,  were  stopped ;  and,  notwith- 
standing every  exertion  being  made  by  the  magistrates  to  procure  a 
supply  of  meal,  for  the  support  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  they  could  obtain  800  bolls,  which  they  ordered  to 
be  retailed,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  the  peck.:{:  The  pubUc  socie- 
ties 


was  removed,  by  order  of  one  of  the  baillies,  to  give  place  to  a  catch-penny  engraving  of  one  of  the 
heroes  in  the  late  war.  Mr.  Rrace  also  presented  to  John  Shepherd,  as  a  token  of  his  esteem,  a 
piece  of  silver  plate,  in  the  form  ef  a  boal^  which  is  still  preserved  by  some  <tf  his  detoendants. 

*  Council  Register,  voL  Iviii.  p.  4SS. 

t  The  spirit  of  wine  in  the  thermometer  wm  nearly  reduced  below  extreme  oohL  Hares,  par* 
tridges,  &c.  perished,  and  several  persons  were  frozen  to  death.  The  Thames  was  frozea 
over  as  far  downward  as  Billingsgate,  and  shops  were  erected  upon  the  ice.  The  Forth,  above 
Alloa,  was  entirely  firozen  over ;  and  a  crust  of  ice  was  upon  the  Qneensfory. 

X  The  crop  was  so  extremely  deficient,  that  the  grain  did  not  yield  one  half  of  the  usual  quan* 
tity  of  meal. 


,  ^ 
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ties  and  individuals  did  not  neglect  to  contribute  liberally  in  money,  A.D.  1740. 
to  purchase  meal  for  the  poor,  and  to  alleviate  their  distresses. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  the  snow  and  ice  began  to  dissolve 
gently,  without  rain ;  but  the  spring  set  in  with  bleak  and  cold 
weather,  which  continued  till  the  end  of  May.  The  whole  summer 
was  unfavourable,  scarcity  prevailed,  and  great  numbers  of  cattle 
perished  by  want  of  food. 

For  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  inhabitants,  the  magistrates 
procured,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  SOOO  bolls*  of  meal,  which, 
although  it  was  selling  for  one  shilling,  and  upwards,  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  they  directed  to  be  retailed  at  the  rate  of  nine-pence 
the  peck.  In  the  end  of  September,  there  being  little  progress  made 
in  the  harvest,  a  storm  of  snow  came  on,  which  greatly  damaged  the 
crop ;  and  the  weather  having  continued  very  imfavourable  during 
the  remainder  of  the  season,  the  harvest  was  not  finished  in  the  be« 
ginning  of  December.  Accordingly,  the  scantiness  and  deficiency 
of  the  crop,  in  most  parts  of  the  kingdom,  occasioned  a  great 
scarcity  and  dearth;  and  the  people,  almost  every  where,  were 
seized  by  the  dread  of  famine.  For  averting  this  calamity,  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county,  in  conjunction  with  the  magistrates, 
on  the   18th  of  December^  formed  resolutions,!  and  agreed  to 

p  p  2  adopt 


*  The  weekly  consumption  by  the  inhabitants,  was,  at  this  time,  500  bolls. 

t  Minutes  op  the  General  Meeting  of  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  op  the  County. 

Ai  Aberdeen^  the  IBih  day  qf  December,  1740; 

Tbe  Meeting  made  choice  of  Alexander  Robertson,  Esq.  present  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  to  be 
their  Preses,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions,  viz. :— That  there  shall  be  no 
transportation  of  victual  from  this  shire,  to  any  other  place,  either  by  land  or  water,  except  small 
quantities,  which  any  person  may  buy,  for  his  own  use,  in  the  public  markets,  or  diat  heritors,  re- 
siding in  other  plaices,  may  want,  for  the  use  of  their  own  families,  till  the  first  Tuesday  of  April 
next:  and  recommended  to  the  Justices  of  Peace  to  oontinue  their  quarter-sessions  in  March  next 
till  that  time,  because  it  is  not  known  how  much  of  the  farms  the  tenants  may  pay,  or  what  quan- 
tities may  be  necessary  for  supplying  each  heritor's  own  tenants.  But  it  is  understood,  that  when  it 
is  ascertained,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Justices,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April,  or  at  any  other  posterior 
meeting,  to  be  then  appointed,  in  what  manner  the  fiurms  will  be  paid,  and  what  will  be  necessaxy 
ftr  siqpplyiag  the  county,  and  the  towns  therwif;  the  remainder  may  be  disposed  of  to  other  places 
of  the  kingdem  that  stand  in  need  thereo£  That 
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A.D.  i7io.  adopt  measures  which  reflected  the  highest  credit  upon  their  liber- 
ality and  humanity  towards  the  suffering  poor^  and  might  be  re- 
garded 


That  letters  be  wrote  upon  this  subject  by  the  Preses^  to  the  Duke  of  Gordon^  Ae  Dudiess  of 
Gordon,  the  Earl  of  Findlater,  Lord  Braco,  and  to  the  Viacount  of  Arbuthnot,  Lord  Halkertowit^ 
Sir  Alexander  Ramsay,  Sir  Alexander  Bannennan,  Pitfoddels,  Rothemay,  Sir  William  Gordon,  and 
other  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  have  farms  within  the  counties  of  Banff  and  Kincardine. 

The  Meeting  is  of  opinion,  that  the  town  ^  Aberdeen  ought  to  be  supplied  with  6000  bolls  of 
meal,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  and  those  of  the  neighbouring  part  of  the  county,  who  are 
commonly  served  with  victual,  which  they  buy  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  and  this  quantity  to  be 
furnished  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  shire,  out  of  their  farms ;  and  recommend  to  the  Earl" 
of  Aberdeen,  Lord  Forbes,  Meldrum,  Premnay,  Pittodry,  Pitmillan,  Ranieshill,  Loanmay,  Buthlaw, 
Tilleray,  Whitehangh,  Balmurell,  Glenkindy,  Auchmacoy,  Shivas,  Tarty,  Kemnay,  Alford,  Over* 
hall,  and  any  other  gentlemen  that  please  to  attend,  as  a  Committee  of  this  Meeting,  to  meet,  and 
give  their  opinion  how  the  said  6000  balls  of  meal  may  be  most  equally  ftumished,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  the  General  Meeting,  to-morrow,  the  19th  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  before  noon;  and  this 
Committee  to  meet  at  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon,  in  the  high  council  house,  and  also  to  report,  to« 
morrow,  their  opinion,  as  to  the  price  of  the  said  6000  bolls  of  meal,  and  for  establishii^  a  proper 
method  for  buying  and  retailing  meal,  for  the  benefit  o^  the  poor,  in  the  different  comers  of  the 
county. 

The  Committee  having  met  at  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon,  and  hav^ig  considered  the  resolution 
of  the  General  Meeting  in  the  forenoon,  are  of  opinion,  that,  for  serving  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  and 
neighbouring  country,  and  as  the  whole  shire  is  concerned,  and  may  all  equally  contribute,  that  one 
fifth  part  of  the  whole  free  farm  meal  which  shall  be  really  paid  to  the  heritors  within  the  shire, 
after  deduction  only  of  what  serves  their  own  families,  be  delivered  to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen, 
or  any  person  they  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  for  the  service  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  and 
neighbouring  country,  at  the  price  to  be  hereafter  ascertained ;  and  that,  for  the  conveniency  of 
those  heritors  who  are  in  use  to  deliver  their  fiurms  at  Portsoy,  Fraserbur^^,  Peterhead,  and  New- 
burgh,  and  cannot  carry  their  farms  to  Aberdeen,  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  shall  send  ships  to 
those  ports  to  receive  the  quotas  that  fall  to  be  delivered  there ;  and  in  case  at  the  next,  or  any  sub- 
sequent Meeting,  it  shall  appear  that  the  said  fifth  shall  not  make  up  the  6000  bolls  of  meal  so  to  be 
delivered,  such  deficiency  is  to  be  made  up  by  the  heritors  at  their  next  or  subsequent  Meeting,  after 
the  said  deficiency  shall  appear. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  price  of  the  said  6000  bolls  of  meal  should  not  ex- 
ceed ten  merks  the  boll,  nor  be  under  L.6  Scots ;  that  whatever  shall  be  delivered  thereof  before 
the  first  of  April,  shall  be  payable  at  Whitsunday  next,  and  such  of  the  gentlemen  who  do  not  de- 
liver their  farms  at  Aberdeoi,  if  they  send  letters  to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  to  be  delivered  to 
them  before  the  first  of  April,  declaring  the  quantity  they  are  to  deliver,  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
ready  to  be  delivered,  on  demand,  at  any  of  the  said  ports,  such  letters,  declaring  the  quantities 
they  are  to  deliver,  and  obliging  themselves  to  deliver  the  same,  on  demand,  at  any  of  the  said  ports, 
shall  entitle  them  to  receive  their  payment  at  Whitsunday  next ;  and  the  remainder^  to  be  delivered 
before  the  first  of  June,  is  to  be  payable  at  Martinmaas  next. 

The  Committee  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  General  Meeting,  whether  or  not  they  will 
continue  the  restraint  upon  buying  small  quanUties  of  victual  to  the  next  quarter-session ;  or,  if  they 
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garded  as  an  example  worthy  of  imitation.    These  measures  had,  in  a.d.  1740. 
so  far,  the  desired  effect,  as  considerably  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of 
the  inhabitants,  both  of  the  town  and  of  the  comitry. 

In  the  month  of  June,  this  year,  the  gentlemen  of  the  county, 
notwithstanding  the  scarcity  that  prev^ed,  agreed,  at  their  general 

meeting 


will  allow  any  person  to  buy  up  small  quantities^  whether  or  not  it  will  be  proper  t^iat  it  be  granted 
upon  licences  from  the  Justices  of  Peace  for  that  purpose;  and  that  each  )>uyer,  getting  such  a  li- 
cence, shall  give  security  not  to  buy  above  a  certain  quanti^,  to  be  expressed  in  the  licence ;  and 
that  what  he  so  buys  he  shall  retail  in  small  quantities,  to  those  that  want  in  the  country,  at  a 
price  not  exceeding 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  gentleman  to  keep  sudi  proportion  of  his  fiorm  unsold,  as  he  may 
see  necessary  for  the  serving  of  his  own  tenants  and  subtenants,  beside  the  above  quantity,  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen :  and  that  further  directions  be  given  as  to  the  buyers  of 
com  and  bear,  with  the  fodder,  that  it  be  bought  for  the  buyers  own  use  only. 


^»v»^»»%»^^^  »%i%%*^^^^>%^^^% 


At  Aberdeen,  the  IQtk  December,  1740.— The  General  Meeting  having  again  met,  in  consequence 
of  their  former  adjournment,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  being  read  over,  the  Meeting  ap- 
proved of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  a  fifth  part  of  the  farms  be  delivered  to  the  magis- 
trates of  Aberdeen,  for  making  up  their  quanti^  of  6000  bolls ;  which  resolution  was  signed  im- 
mediately by  all  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  present,  as  on  a  paper  apart  The  Meeting  also  re^ 
solve,  that  the  price  of  the  said  6000  bolls  of  meal  duill  be  L.6  8s.  Scots,  the  boll,  payable  in  man- 
ner before-mentioned.  The  Meeting  is  also  of  opinion,  that  the  former  advertisement  of  the  Justices 
of  Peace,  restraining  the  buying  up  of  meal  in  small  qumtities,  or  bear  or  com,  with  the  fodder, 
except  only  for  the  buyers  own  use^  be  further  continued  by  the  Justices,  tiU  the  first  Tuesday  of 
April  next ;  and  that  an  act  be  made  by  the  Justices  of  Peace  accordingly :  but  that  the  Justices 
should  grant  licenses  to  proper  persons  for  buying  up  a  sufficient  quantity  of  meal,  for  serving  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Fraserburgh,  Peterhead,  Newbui]^,  Rosearty,  and  Charlestoun  of 
Aboyne ;  that  the  quantity  should  be  mentioned  in  the  licences ;  and  that  the  persons  to  whom  the 
licenses  are  granted  should  enact  themselves  in  the  Justices  Court  Books,  to  retail  and  sell  out  the 
meal  they  buy  up,  in  consequence  of  the  said  licences,  at  no  higher  price  dian  eight*pence  halfjpenny 
per  peck. 

The  Meeting  is  further  of  opinion,  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  all  the  other  noblemen, 
gentlemen,  and  heritors  of  the  coun^,  who  are  not  present,  that  they  keep  a  proportion  of  their 
farms  unsold,  besides  what  they  deliver  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  for  the  supply  of  their  own  ten- 
ants and  subtenants ;  and  that  the  Preses  write  letters  to  the  Moderators  of  each  Presbytery  within 
the  county,  desiring  that  the  ministers  who  have  stipend  meal  paid  to  them  should  concur  with  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  the  shire,  and  send  in,  to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  the  same  proportion 
of  their  meal  stipend,  after  supplying  their  own  families,  in  order  to  make  up  a  part  of  Ae  6000 
bolls,  deliverable  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen. 

Alexander  Robertsok^  Preses. 
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A.D.  1740.  meeting,  to  supply  the  town  with  4000  bolls  of  meat,  for  the  support 
of  the  inhabitants,  at  the  rate  of  ISs.  4d.  sterling  the  boll ;  and  the 
magistrates  engaged  to  retail  it  to  the  people,  both  in  the  town  and 
in  the  country,  at  the  rate  of  lOd.  the  peck.  This,  with  an  impor- 
tation of  barley  from  Holland,  afforded  considerable  relief,  and  pre- 
vented any  serious  want.  But  the  inhabitants  in  the  higher  parts  of 
the  coimtry  experienced  many  privations  and  distresses,  which  ap- 
proached almost  to  famine.  They  came  to  the  town  in  great  num- 
bers, from  the  distance  of  forty  miles,  to  supplicate,  even  at  any 
price,  a  small  supply  of  com  or  meal,  for  the  sustenance  of  their 
families. 

1741.  On  the  4th  of  August,  this  year,  a  terrible  fire  broke  out  in  a 
house  on  the  west  side  of  the  Broadgate,  which,  at  first,  threatened 
destruction  to  that  part  of  the  town.  The  houses  being  constructed 
of  wood,  with  ^take  and  rice  chimnies,  the  fire  rapidly  spread  itself  on 
each  side,  and  no  efforts  of  the  people  could  extinguish  it  until  se- 
veral adjoining  houses  had  been  completely  consumed.  Although  this 
was  a  severe  calamity  both  to  the  owners  and  to  the  inhabitants  of 
these  buildings^  yet  it  ultimately  proved  beneficial  to  the  town.  Af- 
ter this  accident,  an  act  of  council  was  passed,  ordaining  the  outside 
walls  of  houses  to  be  constructed  wholly  of  stone  or  brick,  and  the 
roofs  to  be  covered  with  slate  or  tyle ;  and  prohibiting  every  person 
from  building  outside  walls  with  wood,  chimnies  with  lath  and  plais- 
ter,  or  covering  houses  with  turf,  heath,  or  straw.  In  consequence 
of  this  salutary  regulation,  the  citizens  began  to  rebuild  their  tene- 
ments in  a  more  regular  manner,  with  more  durable  and  substantial 
materials  than  formerly,  and  to  embellish  the  front  walls  of  their 
houses  with  dressed  and  regular  coursed  granite,  on  which  method  of 
building  improvements  have  continued  to  be  made. 

1742.  In  the  course  of  this  and  the  subsequent  year,  there  appears  to 
have  been  carried  on,  by  certain  persons  in  Aberdeen,  a  very  nefa- 
rious traffic  with  Virginia,  being  a  species  of  the  slave  trade,  which, 
in  modern  times,  has  been  so  justly  reprobated,  and  is  now  hap- 
pily abolished  by  the  legislature.  It  would  seem,  that  young  boys 
of  the  country,  who  had  occasion  to  repair  to  the  town,  and  were 

without 
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without  the  protection  of  their  friends,  were  enticed  to  enter  into  en--  a.d.  i74e. 
gagements  with  the  traders  to  go  to  the  plantations  in  America. 
Many  of  these  unwary  youths  were,  in  this  manneri  decoyed,  and 
transported  to  Virginia,  where  they  were  disposed  of  to  the  best  ac- 
count ;  and,  being  kept  in  a  condition  which  never  enabled  them  to 
redeem  their  freedom,  they  continued  in  bondage  as  long  as  their 
masters  thought  proper  to  detain  them. 

This  trade,  although  it  was  well  known  under  the  name  of  kidnap^ 
pingf  does  not  seem  to  have  much  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
people,  or  to  have  occasioned  much  alarm  in  the  town,  owing,  per- 
haps, to  their  ignorance,  at  the  time,  of  the  future  destiny  of  the  un- 
fortunate sufferers.  About  sixteen  years  afterwards,  however,  Peter 
Williamson,  one  of  them,  a  native  of  Aberdeenshire,  who,  when  only 
about  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  had  been  thus  carried  off  from  Aber- 
deen, unexpectedly  appeared  in  the  town.  Having  effected  his  li- 
berty in  America,  and  returned  to  Britain,  while  at  York,  in  his  way 
to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  he  published,  in  a  small  pamphlet,  the  de- 
tail of  his  adventures,  and  particularly  of  his  sufferings  from  the 
French  and  Indians.  This  pamphlet,  which  disclosed  to  the  public 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  kidnapped,  and  carried  out  of 
Britain,  he  sold,  on  his  arrival,  in  Aberdeen,  in  June,  1758.  As  some 
of  the  citizens,  who  had  been  in  the  magistracy,  were  implicated  in 
this  disclosure,  they  were  highly  incensed  at  the  conduct  of  William- 
son, and  were  the  cause  of  his  being  forthwith  summoned  before  two 
of  the  baillies,  at  the  suit  of  the  dean  of  guild,  as  public  prosecutor,  to 
answer  for  a  libel  upon  the  character  and  reputcUion  of  the  merchants 
of  Aberdeen.  It  was  in  vain  for  him  to  deny  the  charge,  for  200 
copies  of  the  pamphlet  were  found  in  his  custody ;  and  equally  in 
vain  did  he  plead  the  severities  which  he  had  endured,  while  in  bcm- 
dage,  as  an  alleviation  of  his  offence.  Having  no  protector  to  defend 
him,  nor  any  friend  to  intercede  with  his  judges,  he  was  convicted  of 
the  libel ;  and  the  exceptionable  parts  of  the  book  were  condemned 
to  be  torn  out,  at  the  sight  of  his  prosecutor,  and  the  town-derk,  and 
to  be  burnt,  at  the  cross,  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman. 
But  this  was  not  deemed  to  be  an  adequate  expiation  of  the  offence. 
He  was  ordained  to  crave  pardon  of  the  magistrates,  in  the  wait  $ub^ 

missive 
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A.D.  1742.  missive  manner ;  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  till  he  did  so,  and  paid 
a  fine  of  ten  shillings ;  and  to  be  proscribed  the  town.  At  the  same 
time,  his  transgression  and  punishment  were  ordered'  to  be  published 
in  the  newspapers. 

Williamson,  having  submitted  to  this  degrading  and  rigorous  con- 
demnation, repaired  to  Edinburgh,  where  his  case  was  taken  up  by 
some  friends  of  humanity,  and  became  the  subject  of  cognizance  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court.  The  conduct  of  the  adventurers  in 
this  abominable  trade  of  kidnapping  was  developed,  by  production  of 
their  journals  ;  and  the  iniquity  and  rigour  of  the  magistrates'  sen- 
tence appeared  so  manifest,  that  those  judges  did  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce, in  the  month  of  February,  1762,  an  unanimous  judgment  in 
favour  of  -Williamson,  condemning  the  provost,  four  baillies,  and 
dean  of  guild,  jointly,  in  a  fine  of  L.lOO  sterling,  to  be  paid  to  him, 
as  a  reparation  for  the  injury  which  he  had  suffered  by  their  means ; 
with  the  whole  expence  of  the  law-suit,  being  about  L.80  sterling 
more.  And  the  judges,  to  testify  their  disapprobation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  magistrates  in.  this  instance,  directed  that  they 
should  be  personally  liable,  not  only  to  the  fine,  but  to  the  expense.  * 

1745.  After  an  interval  of  thirty  years,  the  last  attempt  was  made  by 
^  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  to  regain  the  crown  and  kingdoms 
which  the  bigotry  and  imprudence  of  his  father  had  so  justly  for- 
feited. His  son,  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  taking  advantage  of  some 
'  reverses  of  fortune  which  Britain  had  lately  experienced  on  the  con- 
tinent, set  sail,  in  a  French  frigate,  from  France,  in  the  month  of 
August,  this  year,  accompanied  by  a  few  friends,  for  accomplishing 

the 


*  The  magistrates  intended  to  have  taken  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Peers^  but  they  were  dis« 
suaded  by  the  Earl  of  FindUter^  who  had  been^  for  many  years,  the  patron  of  the  town.  His  Lord- 
ship was  of  opinion,  that,  as  Williamson  was  a  poor  man,  an  ^appeal,  by  the  magistrates  of  a  royal 
borough,  would  be  taken  up  in  a  very  unfinvourable  point  of  view.  It  was,  therefore,  abandoned. 
The  Earl,  however,  being,  at  this  time.  Lord  High  Admirsl  of  Scotland,  had  iqppointed  the  magia* 
trates  his  Admirals  Depute  on  this  part  of  the  coast;  and,  although  the  salvages  of  wrecked  vessels 
were  generally  accounted  for  by  them,  from  time  to  time,  to  his  Lordship,  yet  he  never  called  for 
any  money  that  might  have  been  received  by  his  deputies,  but,  with  the  greatest  liberality,  directed 
it  to  be  applied  to  the  common  good  of  the  town.  On  this  occasion,  he  was  pleased  to  order  the 
money  arising  £rom  audi*  salvages  to  be  appropriated  to  payment  of  the  fine  and  expenses  whidi  bad 
been  awarded  to  Williamson ;  and  it  was,  no  doubt,  applied  accordingly.—- [[3f .5.  penes  me — Life  of 
Peter  WUliamsm-^Process,  Williamson  against  the  Magistrates  tf  Aberdeen,  in  1761  and  1 762.3 
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the  daring  enterprise  of  dethroning  the  king,  and  subverting  the  go-  a.d.  174J. 
vemment  of  Britain.  He  flattered  himself  with  sanguine  hopes  of 
meeting  with  a  cordial  support  from  the  Jacobites,  and  disaffected 
chieftains,  in  Scotland,  whose  zeal  for  his  father's  cause  was  not  yet 
extinguished.  After  encountering  several  difficulties, '  he  landed 
upon  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  few  of  the 
highland  clans,  under  their  chiefs ;  and,  among  the  rest,  by  the  Mar- 
quis of  Tullibardine,  who  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  former  Duke  of 
Athol,  and  had  forfeited  his  estates  and  honours  by  his  accession  to 
the  previous  rebellion.  On  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  Tullibardine 
took  the  command  of  Prince  Charles*  army,  and  hostilities  com- 
menced with  the  king's  troops,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam. Sir  John  Cope,  commander-in-chief  of  the  few  regular  troops 
in  Scotland,  immediately  put  in  motion  what  forces  he  could  collect, 
and  marched  in  quest  of  the  rebels.  He  left  Stirling,  with  about 
1500  foot,  intending  to  take  the  road  to  Inverness,  by  the  passage 
over  the  hills  of  Corriarach ;  but,  having  received  intelligence  that  the 
rebels  meant  to  attack  him  in  that  intricate  pass,  he  changed  his  route, 
proceeded  by  Ruthven,  in  Badenoch,  and,  by  forced  marches,  arrived  * 
at  Inverness,  without  meeting  with  any  opposition,  leaving  the 
southern  part  of  the  kingdom  exposed  to  the  rebels. 

Meanwhile,  Prince  Charles,  finding  that  his  army  was  considerably 
augmented,  advanced  southward ;  and,  upon  the  Sd  of  September, 
took  possession  of  the  town  of  Perth,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  no- 
bleman who  had  assumed  the  title  of  Duke  of  Perth,  and  by  other 
disaffected  barons.  He  marched  from  that  place,  passed  the  frith  of  . 
Forth,  and,  his  progress  being  uninterrupted,  took  possession  of  the 
city  of  Edinburgh,  after  some  little  resistance,  on  the  17th  Septem- 
ber. He  now  found  himself  in  the  metropolis  of  Scotland,  with  a 
pretty  numerous  army,  and  held  his  levees  in  the  king's  palace  of 
Holyrood. 

In  this  situation  of  public  affairs,  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen, 
who  zealously  supported  the  house  of  Brunswick,  convened  the  citizens 
in  the  town-hall^  for  the  purpose  of  concerting  the  measures  proper  to 
be  adopted  in  this  difficult  j  uncture.  After  a  variety  of  opinions  among 
them,  it  was,  at  length,  resolved,  that  a  certain  number  of  the  inhabit 

Q  q  ^  tants 
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A.D.  1745.  tants  should  be  armed,  and  do  duty  alternately,  by  guards  of  seventy, 
for  preserving  peace  and  good  order  in  the  town ;  and  officers  were 
accordingly  appointed  by  the  magistrates  for  taking  the  command. 

Sir  John  Cope  having  found  no  commotion  at  Inverness,  returned 
southward,  and  arrived  at  Aberdeen  on  the  11th  September,  with 
2100  foot,  his  army  being  ftugmented  by  the  highlanders  who  had 
joined  him  in  the  north.  He  rested  his  army  in  the  town  till  Sunday 
the  l£>th,  when  he  embarked  on  board  of  transports,  and  sailed  for  the 
south,  under  convoy  of  three  sloops  of  war.  He  hmded  at  Dunbar 
on  the  subsequent  Tuesday,  being  the  same  d^y  on  which  Prince 
Charles  had  entered  the  ptilace  of  Holyroodhouse.  Previous  to 
leaving  Aberdeen,  Cope  dismounted,  from  the  bloc^ouse,  six  fine 
twelve  pounders,  which  he  carried  aw^y^  along  with  S50  stand  of 
muskets,  and  ammunition,  belonging  to  the  town,  that  these  artillery 
and  arms  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Cope's  armyt  on 
landing  at  Dunbar,  was  augmented  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons, 
who  had  found  it  necessary  to  retire  from  Edinburgh,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  rebels. 

Upon  the  SOth,  Prince  Charles  marched  from  his  camp,  near 
Duddingston,  in  quest  of  Cope's  army,  whidi  consisted  of  about  8000 
horse  and  foot,  well  supported  with  artillery ;  and  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Prestonpans,  with  the  village  of  Tranent  in  his 
front,  and  the  sea  in  his  rear.  Early  next  morning  the  prince  com-r 
menced  the  attack,  at  the  head  of  about  2500  highlanders,  ragged, 
half  armed,  and  undisdpUned,  who,  with  sword  in  hand,  charged  the 
king's  troops  with  such  impetuosity,  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  they 
were  broken,  and  totally  routed.  The  dragocms  fled  with  jwrecipi- 
tancy  at  the  first  onset ;  and  the  general  ofiioers,  having  ineflectually 
attempted  to  rally  them,  thought  proper  to  consult  their  own  safety 
by  a  rapid  retreat  towards  Coldstream.  In  this  action,  five  ofiicera  <^ 
the  king's  army  were  killed,  among  whom  was  the  gallant  Colonel 
Gardener ;  84  officers  were  taken  prisoners ;  400  rank  and  file  killed, 
and  ISOO  taken  prisoners.  The  whole  artlUery,  camp  equipage,  and 
the  military  chest,  fleU.  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  who  returned,  in 
triumph,  to  Edinburgh.  Sir  John  Cope  and  the  Earl  of  Loudon, 
with  some  dragoons,  fled  to  Dunbar ;  and  the  officers  who  had  been 

taken 
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taken  prisoners  were  sent  into  Fife  and  Angus^  where  they  were  left  a.d.  1745. 
at  their  liberty,  on  thor  parole,  which  many  of  them,  in  the  sequel, 
thought  proper  to  break. 

About  this  time,  John  Hamilton,  chamberlain  to  the  Duke  of 
Gordon,  and  a  zealous  partizan  of  the  prince,  marched  into  Aberdeen, 
with  about  twenty-five  horsemen,  and  seventy  foot,  on  their  way  to 
join  the  rebel  army.  On  his  arrival,  he  assumed  not  a  little  authority 
in  the  town,  and  was  joined  by  several  disaffected  inhabitants.  He 
ordered  all  the  prisoners  in  the  jail  to  be  set  at  liberty,  proceeded  to 
the  cross,  where  he  proclaimed  a  manifesto,  announcing  Prince 
Charles  regent  of  the  kingdom,  and  oompeUed  the  magistrates  to  at- 
tend him.  These  circumstances  having  occurred  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  annual  election  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council, 
in  which  some  progress  had  been  made  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
Hamilton,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  postpone,  at  this  time,  any 
further  proceedings.  On  the  27th  September,  he  and  his  followers 
took  their  departure^  and  proceeded  to  Edinburgh,  where  they  joined 
the  rebel  army.  ♦ 

The  Jacobites,  both  in  the  town  and  county,  were  so  much  elated 
with  the  late  successes  of  their  chief  in  the  south,  that  they  could 
not  be  restrained  within  the  bounds  of  moderation.  After  Hamilton 
had  left  the  town,  several  gentlemen  from  Buchan,  and  other  parts  of 
the  country,  arrived,  with  about  thirty-four  horse,  and  joined  Lord 
Fitsligo ;  but  they  iooa  departed,  taking  with  them  a  company  of 
foot,  composed  chiefly  of  some  young  men  and  apprentices,  who  had 
been  enticed  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  rebels.  In  the  begin*, 
ning  of  November,  Lord  Lewis  Gordon,  who  had  been  appointed,  by 
the  prince,  lord  lieutenant  of  the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and  Banfi^ 
made  bis  appearance  in  the  town,  accompanied  by  William  Moir  of 
Lonmay,  and  James  Moir  of  Stoney wood,  and  assumed  the  direction 
of  public  affairs.  He  summoned  the  magistrates,  who  had  formerly 
been  in  office,  and  the  counsellors,  who  had  been  nominated  upon 
the  25th  September,  to  meet  him  in  the  town-^house,  in  order  to  coni« 
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A.D.  1745.  plete  the  act  of  election,  which  had  been  postponed;  and  to  put  the 
town  under  proper  civil  government ;  but  none  of  the  members  were 
inclined  to  attend  him.  He,  therefore,  named  a  set  of  magistrates 
and  counsellors,  suited  to  his  own  views;  but,  notwithstanding  his 
threats  of  imprisonment,  they  all  declared  their  refusal  to  accept  the 
offices  to  which  they  had  been  nominated.  On  this,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  appoint  Mr.  Moir  of  Lonmay  to  be  his  deputy-lieutenant, 
and  governor  of  the  town.  The  first  act  of  Mr.  Moir's  administra- 
tion was  an  order  to  levy  the  cess  from  the  citizens  for  the  preced- 
ing year,  being  L.487  6s.  4d.  sterling,  and  to  enforce  payment  by  mi- 
litary execution.  The  rebels  being  in  possession  of  the  town,  lived 
at  free  quarters,  and  the  lord  lieutenant  issued  his  directions  to  the 
landholders  of  the  county,  to  furnish,  for  their  army,  one  man,  suffi- 
ciently clothed  and  armed,  for  every  L.100  Scots  of  the  valued  rent 
of  their  lands,  or  to  pay  L.5  sterling  for  each  deficient  man,  in  lieu 
of  service ;  and  in  this  levy  the  town  was  included. 

About  this  time,  Lord  John  Drummond,*  having  landed  at  Mon- 
trose, made  his  appearance  in  Aberdeen,  under  the  assumed  title  of 
commander-in-chief  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  forces  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  published,  at  the  cross,  with  great  ceremony,  a  singular  ma- 
nifesto,! which  was,  afterwards,  printed,  and  dispersed.  But,  although 

it 


*  In  the  end  of  September  there  arrived  at  Stonehaven  two  ships  from  France,  one  with  amtf^ 
and  another  with  about  ISO  men,  officers  indiided ;  at  Peterhead^  two  ships^  with  about  150  French 
troops^  and  warlike  stores ;  at  Aberdeen,  an  hospital  ship,  with  about  40  Frenchmen ;  and  at  Mon« 
trose,  two  ships,  with  troops  and  warlike  stores,  in  one  of  which  was  Lord  John  Drummond. 

t  "  We,  Lord  John  Drummond,  Commander-in-chief  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  forces  ia 
Scotland,  do  hereby  declare,  that  we  are  come  to  this  kingdom  with  written  orders  to  make  war 
against  the  King  of  England,  Elector  of  Hanover,  and  all  his  adherents;  and  that  the  positive  or- 
ders we  have  from  his  most  Christian  Majesty  are,  to  attack  all  his  enemies  in  this  kingdom,  whom 
he  has  declared  to'  be  those  who  will  not  immediately  join  or  assist,  as  far  as  will  lie  in  their  power, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  Regent  of  Scotland,  &c.  his  aUy ;  and  whom  he  is  resolved,  with  concurrence 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  to  support,  in  the  taking  possessiim  of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland,  if  ne» 
cessary,  at  the  ^spens^  of  all  the  men  and  money  he  is  master  of;  to  which  three  kingdoms  the  £i^ 
mily  of  Stuart  have  so  just  and  indisputable  a  title.  And  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  positive  or- 
ders are,  that  his  enemies  should  be  used  in  this  kingdom  in  proportion  to  the  harm  they  do,  or 
intend  to  do,  his  Royal  Highness's  cause.— 'Gtven  ai  Montrose,  Sid  December,  1745." 
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alarmed  some  of  the  loyal  citizens,  yet,  in  general,  it  made  little  im-  a.d.  1745 
pression,  and  was  treated  with  the  contempt  which  it  really  merited. 
In  the  meantime,  the  Earl  of  Loudon  having  been  appointed  com* 
mander-in-chief  of  the  king's  forces  in  the  north,  had  collected  a 
body  of  highlanders,  composed  of  M'Leods^  Monroes,  Sutherlands, 
McKays,  and  Grants,  and  detached  the  Laird  of  M^Leod,  with  500 
men,  having  mider  him  Captain  Monro  of  Culcaim,  and  200  of  his 
dan,  to  deliver  Aberdeen  from  the  possession  of  the  rebels.  On 
the  intelligence  of  their  approach.  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  assem- 
bled all  the  forces  that  he  could  collect  in  the  town  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  the  number  of  about  1100  foot,  consisting  chiefly 
of  French  auxiliaries  and  Angus  men.  ^  They  marched  from  the 
town  on  Monday,  23d  December,  with  all  the  insignia  of  warlike  ar- 
ray, and  five  pieces  of  small  artillery,  which  they  had  seized  from  a 
vessel  in  the  harbour.  Their  route  was  to  Inverury,  by  the  Fintray 
road,  on  the  left  side  of  the  river  Don.  About  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  they  passed  the  river  Ury,  near  the  church,  and  siuprised 
this  detachment  of  Lord  Loudon's  army,  to  the  number  of  1200  foot. 
A  skirmish  ensued,  and,  after  some  fighting,  the  clans  were  obliged 
to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  five  men  killed,  and  about  forty  taken 
prisoners.  Of  the  rebels,  twenty  wfere  killed  in  the  action,  some  few 
drowned  or  killed  in  passing  the  river,  and  a  considerable  number 
were  wounded.  Mr.  Maitland  of  Pittrichie,  Mr.  Forbes  of  Echt,  Mr. 
Chalmers,  late  principal  of  King's  College,  who  happened  to  be  with 
the  king's  troops,  and  Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  the  Monros,  were  taken 
prisoners,  conducted  to  the  town,  and  confined  in  prison  for  some 
time,  where  they  were  harshly  treated.  Lord  Lewis  returned  to  the 
town,  greatly  elated  by  his  success,  which  was  too  insignificant  to  be 
of  any  important  advantage  to  the  general  cause.  After  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  enterprise,  the  town  continued  to  be  infested  with 
the  rebels ;  and  the  deputy-lieutenant  and  governor  enforced  pay- 
ment of  a  contribution  of  L.1000,  which  was  imposed  upon  the  citi- 
zens, towards  the  expense  of  supplies  for  the  rebel,  army. 

In 
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A.D.  1745.  M6Anwhil6«  Prince  Chdtles  had  marched  into  Sngland^  with  an 
army  of  about  6000  ni«n.  In  the  beginning  of  Kovember,  he  laid 
siege  to  Carlisle,  which,  in  three  days,  snitendered ;  and,  having  taken 
the  route  to  Manchester,  he  was  joined  by  about  two  hundred  men, 
and  penetrated  as  far  as  Detby,  whete  his  army  halted.  The  disap- 
pointments  which  he  had  met  with  in  finding  so  few  adherents  in 
England,  the  distresses  which  his  troops  had  endured  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  seiison,  and  a  great  force,  imder  the  king  in  person, 
which  lay  betwixt  him  and  London,  obliged  him  to  retretit,  without 
delay,  into  Scotland^  He  conducted  his  retreat  in  good  order,  be> 
fore  a  harassing  enemy,  with  unpartilleled  celerity,  neither  plunder- 
.  ing  the  countty,  not  leaving  the  sick,  the  Stragglers,  nor  artillery, 
behind.  On  his  return  to  Scotland,  he  defeated  the  king's  forces, 
under  General  Hawley,  At  FAlkirk,  and,  elttted  with  his  success,  pro- 
ceeded to  besiege  Stirling  Castle.  Having  failed  in  this  enterprise, 
and  the  royal  army,  under  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  closely  pursuing 
him,  he  precipitately  retired  into  the  north. 

1746.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  intelligence  being  brought  to  Aber- 
deen, that  his  l^oyal  Highness  had  arrived  at  Edinburgh  with  a  strong 
army,  ftnd  had  driven  the  rebels  across  the  Forth,  such  of  them  as 
had  remained  m  the  town  were  seized  with  consternation,  and  began 
to  take  their  departure  rather  abruptly.  On  the  8th  of  February,  one 
of  the  divisions  of  the  rebel  army,  2000  strongs  marched  into  Aber- 
deen, in  the  course  of  their  retreat  to  the  north,  and  others  of  them 
followed  :^.  but,  on  the  23d,  it  was  evacuated  by  the  rebels. 

The  Duke  fniide  ittpid  jirogress'to  overtake  the  turmy  under  Prince 
Charles  i  but,  by  their  surprising  retreats,  and  the  rapidity  of  their 
movements,  they  eluded  his  vi^lance.  On  Tuesdny,  S5th  February, 
one  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  three  regiments  Of  foot,  of  the  royal 
army,  miirched  into  the  town ;  and,  in  a  few  dftys  afterwards,  thirteen 
regiments  of  foot,  and  three  regiments  of  dragoons,  followed.  The 
former  were  cantoned  in  the  town,  and  the  latter  in  Old  Aberdeen, 
and  in  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood. 

On  the  S7th,  his  Royal  Highness  arrived  at  Aberdeen^  accompaF* 
nied  by  a  few  general  officers^  and  a  detachment  of  dragoons.    He 
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W48  received  in  the  ScboolhiU,  by  a  deputation  of  the  maglstirfttes  a.d.  1746. 
who  had  served  'm  a&ce  previous  to  the  reheUion,  and  couducted  to 
his  lodgings  iu  the  (vues^w,  through  the  streets,  which  ^r ere  lined 
with  the  burgesses,  and  other  inhabitants.*  On  the  subsequent  day, 
he  was  waited  on  by  the  same  deputation,  and  by  other  respectable 
dtissens,  who  congratulated  him  on  his  success,  uid  welcomed  him  to 
th»  town.    They  met  with  a  gradous  rec<^ion. 

Xn  order  to  testify  his  approbation  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  ci- 
tizens, in  the  critical  juncture  of  public  affairs,  he  announced  a  ball, 
in  the  Marischal  College,  on  Monday  the  Sd  of  March«  which  was  at- 
tended by  all  the  respectable  people  of  the  town;  and  his  Royal 
Highness  was  pleased  to  display  sincere  marks  of  respect  both  for 
the  ladies  and  the  gentlemen  who  were  assembled  on  this  occasion, 

Th«  army  renuuned  in  their  cantouments  until  the  beginning  of 
April,  when  he  began  to  put  his  troops  in  motion,  that  he  might  eom^ 
mence  hostilities  agatjist  the  rebels.  On  the  8th  of  Aprilt  the  Duke 
took  his  departure  from  Aberdeen,  with  the  rear  diirision  oi  his  army* 
the  main  body,  which  was  advancing  northward,  having  marched 
some  days  before  him. 

Before  leaving  the  town,  he  placed  its  civil  government  under  the 
directioii  of  James  Morison  of  Elsick,  who  had  formerly  filled  the 
o^e  of  ohi^  magistrate^  and  of  deven  other  citiseos,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  the  peaces  until  tranquillity  should  be  restored. 
At  the  same  time^  the  newly  erected  building  of  Robert  Gordon's 
hospital  was  converted  into  a  temporary  fort,  with  a  garrison  of  fiOO 
men,  who  were  put  under  the  command  of  a  captain.  It  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  trendi,  and  earthen  ramparts,  faced  with  palisadoes, 
and  called  Fort  Cumberland.  The  citizens,  to  the  number  of  400, 
enrolled  themselves  as  volunteers,  to  serve  as  guards  in  the  town,  in 
the  absence  of  the  king's  forces,  and  were  regularly  trained  to  armsf. 

The  roy^  army,  having  passed  the  river  Spey  without  being 
merited  by  the  rebels,  though  a  body  of  them  howeted  on  the  op- 
posite 
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A. EL  1746.  posite  bank,  proceeded  to  Nairn,  where  his  Eoyal  Highness  received 
intelligence  that  they  had  advanced,  on  their  way  to  meet  him,  from 
Inverness  to  CuUoden,  about  nine  miles  distant  from  his  position.  On 
the  l6th,  the  Duke  came  up  with  the  rebels,  who  were  formed,  in  order 
of  battle,  on  the  moor  of  CuUoden.  They  were  found  to  be  about 
6000  strong ;  but  the  king's  forces  outnumbered  them,  and  were  dis- 
posed in  excellent  order  by  their  commander,  who,  during  the  whole 
of  the  engagement,  distinguished  himself  by  displaying  the  abilities  of 
an  experienced  general.  The  royal  army  was  supported  with  ten  field 
pieces ;  the  artillery  of  the  rebels  was  less  numerous,  badly  served,  and 
ill  directed.  The  caimonading  began  about  one  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  rebels,  impatient  of  the  galling  fire  of  the  royal  artillery, 
rushed  on,  and  charged  the  king's  troops  with  their  usual  impetuo- 
sity ;  but,  although  the  left  wing  was  staggered  by  the  fury  of  their 
assault,  yet  on  the  right  and  centre  they  had  made  no  impression. 
In  a  short  time,  the  rebels  were  vanquished,  and  a  total  rout  en- 
sued. What  followed  is  so  well  known  in  history,  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  recapitulate  it  here. 

^  this  decisive  victory,  the  rebellion  was  completely  extin- 
guished, and  tranquillity  soon  restored.  Intelligence  of  this  event 
being  brought  to  the  town,  there  were  great  rejoicings,  which  were 
continued  by  the  citizens  for  two  days.  Addresses  were  transmitted 
from  the  twelve  gentlemen  who  had  been  appointed  governors,  and 
^  ~^  from  the  citizens,  both  to  the  King,  and  to  his  Boyal  Highness  the 
Duke,  congratulating  them  on  the  late  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms, 
and  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

The  government  of  the  towii  was  restored  to  legitimate  magis- 
trates and  a  town  council,  under  the  authority  of  an  ordinance  of  the 
king  and  council,  which  directed,  that  the  same  persons  who  nfiight 
have  elected  the  magistrates,  counsellors,  and  other  office-bearers,  at 
Michaelmas  last,  should  meet,  on  the  9th  of  July,  and  proceed  to 
complete  the  election,  according  to  the  ancient  practice ;  and  those 
who  were  so  elected  were  authorised  to  continue  in  their  respective 
offices  until  the  ordinary  day  of  the  annual  change,  in  the  month  of 
September,  After  the  election,  the  magistrates  and  council  voted 
the  freedom  of  the  town,  to  be  presented;  in  ftn  elegant  gold  box,  to 

the 
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the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  to  whom  they  paid  many  high  compli-  a.d.  1740'. 
ments,  on  his  bravery  and  good  conduct,  in  so  speedily  and  effectu- 
ally extinguishing  the  rebellion.     The  box  was  presented  to  his  Eoyal 
Highness  by  Mr.  Maule,  member  of  parliament  for  this  district  of 
boroughs,  and  graciously  received. 

After  the  battle  of  CuUoden,  part  of  the  royal  army  returned  to 
Aberdeen,  where  the  86th  (Fleming's)  regiment  remained  in  canton- 
ments during  the  summer.  Some  of  the  officers  of  that  corps,  per- 
haps elated  by  their  late  successes,  could  not  be  restrained  from 
committing  outrages  upon  the  inhabitants.  On  the  first  of  August, 
being  the  anniversary  day  of  the  accession  of  King  George  I.  to  the 
throne,  they  conceived  that  they  had  a  right  to  order  the  windows  of 
the  houses  in  the  town  to  be  illuminated.  This  not  having  been  so 
readily  complied  with  as  was  expected,  they  gave  directions  to  the 
soldiers  to  demolish  the  windows ;  by  which  means  considerable  da- 
mage was  occasioned  to  the  inhabitants.  The  magistrates  acted,  on 
this  occasion,  with  becoming  spirit,  for,  next  day,  they  issued  a  war- 
rant to  apprehend  one  of  the  officers  who  had  given  directions  to 
break  the  windows,  and  to  order  him  to  be  committed  to  jail,  till  he 
should  fiind  security,  under  a  high  penalty,  to  stand  trial  for  the  of- 
fence. The  officers,  who  were  the  abettors  in  this  outrage,  had  cause 
to  regret  their  imprudence ;  for  not  only  the  crown  lawyers,  but  the 
commander-in-chief,  expressed,  in  decided  terms,  disapprobation  of 
their  conduct  on  this  occasion ;  and  the  m'agistrates  had  determined 
to  sue  them  for  reparation  of  the  damages  which  bad  been  suffered  by 
the  citizens.  At  the  intercession,  however,  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle, 
commander-in-chief,  and  of  thcf  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  the  matter  was  re- 
erred  to  the  arbitration  of  two  gentlemen  of  the  county,  who  pro- 
nounced an  award,  finding  the  officers  liable  to  L.60  168.  5d.  being 
the  loss  which  had  been  sustained  by  the  poorer  ranks  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  damages  suffered  by  others  in  the  town,  which  were  very 
considerable,  never  were  claimed. 

In  the  course  of  this  rebellion,  Aberdeen  had  not  many  grievances 
to  complain  of;   for,  although  it  had  been  in  possession  of  the 

R  r  rebels 


*  Decree  Arbitral,  dated  Slfit  January,  1747. 
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A.D.  1746.  rebels  for  five  or  six  months,  yet  few  excesses  were  committed  by 
them  upon  the  inhabitants ;  and  the  contributions  which  were  im- 
posed by  their  leaders  were,  upon  the  whole,  very  inconsiderable,  and 
scarcely  felt  by  those  who  were  subjected  to  them.  The  money  re« 
mitted  to  pay  th^  royal  army,  and  the  gold  which  was  sent  over  from 
France  to  assist  the  pretender,  occasioned  a  considerable  influx  of 
wealth  into  the  country ;  and  many  persons  in  the  town  experienced 
the  benefits  arising  from  it,  and  from  the  furnishings  and  provisions 
to  both  armies.  After  this  event,  the  people  began  to  apply  them* 
selves  more  to  industry,  and  to  make  greater  exertions,  in  the  way  of 
trade  and  manufactures,  than  they  had  formerly  been  accustomed  to 
do ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  result  of  the  rebellion  was,  in  many 
respects^  favourable  to  Scotland.  After  that  period,  the  trade  and 
population  of  Aberdeen  would  appear  to  have  gradually  increased. 

1752.  At  Michaelmas,  this  year,  a  difference  arose  among  some  c^  the 
leading  members  of  the  town  council,  concerning  the  politics  of  the 
borough.  Alexander  Livingston  cf  Countesswells  had  been  chosen 
provost  at  the  preceding  election,  was  zealcms  in  promoting  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  place,  where  he  had  established  seve- 
ral trading  companies,  and  was  supported  by  a  pretty  strong  party  in 
the  council.  He  had,  however,  unfortunately  incurred  the  displea* 
sure  of  some  of  the  oldest  members,  who  now  formed  a  party  to  op- 
pose  him,*  in  the  event  of  his  standing  a  candidate  for  re-dtection« 
The  counsellors  were  equally  divided,  nine  being  agahist  him^  eight 
only  in  his  interest,  and  one  being  absent.  On  the  day  of  the  an* 
nual  election,  th#  provost  could  only  muster  nine  votes,  when  the  old 
council  met  to  choose  the  new ;  all  the  other  members  having  ab« 
sented  themselves  intentionally,  although  they  were  duly  summoned  to 
attend,  at  the  hour  appointed*  The  provost,  notwithstanding,  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  nomination  of  the  new  counsellors,  who  were  all  his  ad- 
herents ;  and,  in  the  evening,  the  election  was  completed,  in  the  usual 

manner, 


l^^iK— .^  ■  1  ■■   Mi  ■  ■■   I..  .     u 


*  Mr.  Livingston  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  and  hA^,  in  the  course  of  trade,  acquired  a  con6i« 
dxrtible  fortune  in  Rotterdam.  The  only  charge  agidnst  him  was,  that  the  price  of  meal  had  risen 
in  the  course  of  his  mayoralty,  a  circumstance  which  he  could  not  prevent,  for  it  was  well  known, 
that  he  never  had  been  concerned  as  a  dealer  in  com  or  meaL 
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manner,  he  himself  being  elected  provost,  and  his  friends  office-  a.d.  ito;^. 
bearers  and  counsellors.  The  party  of  the  old  council  who  had  ab- 
sented themselves  now  murmured  loudly  at  the  advantage  which 
had  been  taken  of  their  absence,  and  resolved  to  complain  to  the  su- 
preme civil  court ;  but  it  appears  their  counsel  at  Edinburgh  were  of 
opinion,  that,  as  they  had  intentionally  absented  themselves,  it  was 
not  competent  to  them  to  prosecute  a  complaint  in  the  present  in- 
stance, but  that  other  burgesses  might  complain  of  the  illegality  of  the 
election.  A  summary  complaint  was  accordingly  presented  to  the  court 
of  session,  in  name  of  a  number  of  the  friends  of  the  opposition,  and 
the  usual  warrant  was  issued  upon  it ;  but  some  omission  or  informa- 
lity having  taken  place,  which  was  fatal  to  the  action,  the  parties 
cooled  in  their  ardour,  abandoned  the  law-suit,  and  acquiesced  in  a 
reference,  which  was  proposed,  to  the  Earl  of  Findlater,  who  not  only 
reconciled  them,  but  confirmed  the  election ;  which  put  an  end  to 
political  differences  in  the  council  for  many  years. 

About  this  time,  a  discord  sprung  up  among  the  people,  con-  1754. 
ceming  the  psalmody  in  the  church.  The  music  had  been  long 
complained  of,  aB  too  slow  and  inharmonious  to  the  refined  taste  of 
many  of  the  congregation.  An  improvement  had  been  lately  made 
in  church  music,  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  parishes,  by  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Shannon,  who  professed  to  teach  the  musicdl  art.  To 
gratify  many  of  the  principal  citizens,  the  magistrates  engaged  him 
to  perform,  along  with  his  pupils,  in  the  church,  which  he  accord^ 
ingly  did,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  This 
religious  innovation,  however,  alarmed  Mr.  John  Bisset  and  Mr. 
James  Ogilvie,  two  of  the  ministers,  who  represented  it  as  no  less  than 
the  introduction  of  idolatry ;  particularly,  as  Shannon  had  formerly 
been  a  soldier^  and  used  a  pitch  pipe.  In  this  they  were  supported 
by  the  members  of  the  church  session,  who  carried  matters  so  far  as 
to  dictate  to  the  congregation  how  they  should  sing,  and  what  tunes. 
they  should  practise  in  the  church;  by  which  means  a  ferment 
was  raised  among  the  people,  who,  as  usual,  in  such  cases,  were  much 
divided.  The  matter  having  been  carried  before  the  presbytery  by 
an  appeal,  that  reverend  body  was  of  qpinion,  that  the  church 
session  had  done  wrong,   and  that  they  had  no  power  to  die* 

E  r  2  tate 
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A.D.  1754.  tate  to  the  congregation  how  they  should  sing,  nor  to  restrict  them 
to  any  number  of  tunes.  At  the  same  time,  they  recommended  to 
the  people  to  learn  and  sing  what  jpieces  of  music  they  thought  proper. 

1756.  The  ambitious  schemes  of  the  French  in  North  America  having 
now  occasioned  disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  con- 
cerning  the  British  settlements  on  that  continent,  a  rupture  ensued 
between  the  two  nations,  which  involved  Britain  in  a  tedious  and 
bloody  war  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Hostilities  com-- 
menced  in  North  America,  afterwarcjs  in  Germany,  for  the  protection 
of  his  Majesty's  electoral  dominions  of  Hanover ;  and  formidable  ar- 
maments, both  by  sea  and  land,  were  fitted  out  by  the  belligerent 
powers.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  an  invasion  of 
Britain  was  threatened  by  France,  and  various  preparations  were 
made  for  that  purpose.  The  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  thought  it 
proper  to  adopt  necessary  measures  of  precaution  for  the  safety  of 
the  town,  in  the  event  of  a  descent  being  attempted  by  the  enemy. 
The  blockhouse  was  repaired,  and  mounted  with  four  twelve-pounders, 
for  the  protection  of  the  harbour ;  and  the  citizens  were  enrolled  as  vo- 
lunteers, to  the  number  of  500,  to  serve  as  a  corps  for  the  defence  of 
the  town ;  but  no  circumstance  occurred  to  require  their  services. 
On  one  occasion,  however,  a  considerable  alarm  was  spread,  by  the 
appearance,  on  the  coast,  of  six  French  frigates,  with  1300  land  forces 
on  board,  under  the  command  of  the  noted  adventurer  Thurot ;  but 
this  squadron  did  not  attempt  any  landing  of  troops,  and  soon  dis- 
appeared. 

In  the  course  of  this  war,  the  ship  owners  suffered  severe  lossesr, 
by  having  many  of  their  vessels  captured  by  French  privateers ; 
which,  although  they  allowed  them  to  be  ransomed,  as  was  then  the 
practice,  carried  off,  on  frequent  occasions,  more  money  from  the 
owners  than  the  real  value  of  the  ships  that  had  been  taken. 

1761.  The  22d  of  September,  this  year,  being  fixed  for  the  coronation  of 
our  gracious  sovereign.  King  George  III.  and  of  his  Queen,  Char- 
lotte, who  are  both  still  in  life,  was  celebrated  in  the  town  with  every 
demonstration  of  joy.  The  day  was  ushered  in  by  the  ringing  of 
bells,  and  by  bonfires  on  the  streets.    In  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  a 

concert 
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concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  performed  in  the  hall  of  A.D.  1761. 
the  Marischal  College,  to  which  many  of  the  citizens  were  invited, 
by  printed  cards  from  the  magistrates.  The  company  was  numerous, 
and  the  ladies  were  splendidly  dressed  for  the  occasion.  After  the 
concert,  they  repaired  to  the  town-hall,  where  an  elegant  coUation 
was  prepared  for  them ;  and  the  gentlemen  proceeded  to  an  amphi- 
theatre, constructed  in  the  Castle-street,  on  the  east  side  of  the  cross, 
where  they  drank,  in  wine,  the  healths  of  the  king  and  queen,  and 
other  patriotic  toasts ;  the  military  firing  vollies  in  the  intervals.  In 
the  evening,  the  houses  were  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  the  citizens 
were  entertained  by  the  magistrates  in  the  town-hall.  To  add  to 
the  splendour  of  the  day,  the  incorporated  trades  assembled,  and  ac« 
companied  their  convener  and  their  deacons  in  a  grand  procession 
through  the  streets,  with  their  respective  colours  and  insignia  dis- 
played. Afterwards,  they  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  entertainment, 
provided  in  their  common  hall,  to  which  the  magistrates  and  some 
of  the  principal  citizens  were  invited. 

The  latter  part  of  this  year  was  remarkable  for  a  long  continu-  1767. 
ance  of  unfavourable  weather,  which  retarded  the  harvest.  The 
alarm  of  scarcity  occasioned  a  considerable  rise  in  the  price  of 
com ;  and  the  populace,  as  usual,  denounced  their  vengeance  on 
the  dealers  in  meal  in  the  town.  In  the  month  of  December,  a  mob 
of  disorderly  persons  assembled  on  the  street,  broke  open  the  cellar 
of  one  of  those  dealers,  threatened  to  put  himself  to  death,  and  car* 
ried  off,  in  a  very  lawless  manner,  a  considerable  quantity  of  his 
stock.  The  magistrates  and  sheriff  of  the  coimty  being  unable  to 
restrain  this  outrage,  were  compelled  to  call  out  the  military  to  their 
assistance.  In  vain  did  they  attempt  to  quell  the  disturbance,  and 
disperse  the  mob ;  and  every  persuasive  effort  to  appease  the  people 
having  failed,  the  soldiers  were  ordered  to  fire  upon  them,  and  ac- 
cordingly one  man  was  killed,  and  several  persons  wounded.  The 
rioters  now  thought  proper  to  take  flight ;  but  a  few  of  the  most 
active  of  the  ringleaders  were  apprehended,  committed  to  prison, 
tried  before  the  circuit  court  of  justiciary  in  the  subsequent  spring, 
and  two  of  them  being  convicted  of  the  outrage,  one  was  banished 
from  the  kingdom,  and  the  other,  suffered  the  punishment  of  trans- 
portation. About 
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A.D.  1775.  About  this  time,  differences  arose  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies  in  North  America,  with  relation  to  the  expense  which  had 
been  incurred  by  Britain,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  former  war  with 
France,  thiefly  for  their  protection.  The  ministers  considered,  that 
the  American  colonies  were,  upon  every  principle  of  equity,  respon*- 
sible  for  a  part  of  this  expense ;  and,  on  that  account,  imposed  a  tax, 
or  stamp  duty,  on  paper,  used  for  various  purposes,  in  the  course  of 
trade,  within  the  colonial  territories.  This  tax  being  resisted  by  the 
Americans,  was  abandoned,  and  another  substituted  in  its  place, 
being  a  duty  on  certain  commodities  exported  from  Britain  to  the 
colonies.  This  met  with  still  greater  opposition,  and,  idtimately, 
both  countries  were  inrdlved  in  a  tedious  and  disastrous  war,  which 
terminated,  at  the  end  of  seven  years,  by  establishing  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  American  states. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  citizens  of  Aber- 
deen made  an  attempt  to  establish  a  corps  of  volunteers,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  town,  and  about  500  of  them  were  embodied  and  armed; 
but  their  plan  of  service  not  corresponding  with  what  had  been  set- 
tled by  government,  they  were  soon  disembodied.  That  nothing, 
however,  might  be  deficient,  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  and  of 
the  citizens,  to  display  their  zeal  in  support  of  the  constitutional 
connexion  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies,  they,  in  Ja- 
1778.  nuiury,  this  year,  tendered  an  offer  to  raise  a  regiment,  to  be  called 
the  Aberdeen  volunteers,  to  serve  in  the  line ;  and  considerable  sub- 
scriptions were  made,  in  money,  by  the  citizens,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  this  undertaking.  But  his  Majesty's  ministers  declined  to 
accept  this  patriotic  offer,  by  a  letter  to  the  magistrates  from  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk,  one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state.'* 

1781.  In  the  spring  of  this  year,  three  privateers  were  fitted  out  by  three 
several  associations  of  adventurers  in  Aberdeen,  at  a  considerable  ex- 
pense, to  cruize  against  the  Americans,  and  their  allies ;  but  they  did 
not  meet  with  the  desired  success,  having  returned  from  their  cruizes 
without  making  any  captures.    One  of  these  privateers,  called  the 

Revengef 
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Council  Roister,  vol.  bur.  p.  116. 
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Revenge^  of  100  tons  burthen^  mounted  twelve  guns,  the  crew  con«  A.D.  irsi. 
sisting  of  forty  men ;  another,  the  Liberty 9  of  the  same  burthen,  with 
the  same  number  of  guns,  and  crew ;  and  the  third,  the  Tartarf  of 
60  tons  burthen,  armed  with  four  guns,  having  twenty  men  on 
board.  On  the  S5th  May,  this  year,  two  of  these,  the  Liberty  and 
Tartar,  were  cut  out  of  the  bay  of  Aberdeen,  where  they  were  rid- 
ing at  anchor,  and  both  destroyed,  by  the  noted  Captain  Fall,  under 
the  guns  of  the  newly  erected  battery*  These  circumstances  seem  to 
have  put  a  stop  to  future  adventures  of  that  kind  in  this  quarter. 

• 

In  the  course  of  the  war,  the  owners  of  shipping  belonging  to 
the  port  suffered  very  severe  losses,  by  the  enemies  privateers,  which 
captured,  ransomed,  and  destroyed  many  of  their  vessels. 

This  year  was  long  remembered,  for  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  1782. 
during  the  greatest  part  of  it,  and  for  scarcity  and  dearth.    In  the 
month  of  October,  when  very  little  progress  had  been  made  in  the 
harvest,  severe  frostSy  attended  with  heavy  falls  of  snow,  set  in,  which 
destroyed  the  standing  com,  prevented  it  from  ripening,  and  mate- 

nrially  injured,  in  niany  parts  of  the  country,  a  great  part  of  what  had 
been  cut  down.  The  unceasing  continuance  of  bad  weather  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  retarded  the  harvest  so  much,  that,  in  the 

middle  of  December,  it  was  not  completely  finished.  These  circum- 
stances naturally  occasioned  an  alarming  deficiency  in  the  crop,  and 
famine  would  hav6  been  the  inevitable  consequence,  had  not  the 
ports  been  opened  for  the  importation  of  corn,  upon  paying  the  low 
duties,  and  great  exertions  made,  by  government,  and  individuals,  to 
procure  supplies  from  foreign  countries,  for  the  necessities  of  the 
people. 

The  magistrates  Of  Aberdeen  embraced  the  earhest  opportunity 
of  concerting  the  best  means  of  alleviating  the  distresses  of  tlie 
inbalntants,  and  of  preventing,  among  the  indigent  part  of  ther% 
so  severe  a  calamity  as  famine,  which  was  much  dreaded.  In  the 
end  of  October,  it  was  found,  on  enquiry,  that  the  stock  of 
corn  and  meal»  of  all  kinds»  in  the  town,  was  inadequate  to  more 
tlian  two  weeks  consumption ;  and  there  being  little  prospect  of  any 
supply  from  the  county,  the  magistrates  judged  it  proper  to  sum- 
mon 
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A.D.  1782.  mon  a  meeting  of  the  principal  citizens,  to  advise  with  them  in 
this  distressing  juncture.  At  this  meeting,  a  committee*  of  nine* 
teen  gentlemen  was  appointed,  to  solicit  pecuniary  aid,  by  vo- 
luntary subscriptions,  that  a  fund  might  be  raised  for  purchasing 
com,  wherever  it  could  be  procured ;  and  for  conducting  the  busi- 
ness, upon  a  proper  system,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
contributions,  from  the  public  societies  of  the  town,  and  from  indivi- 
duals, were  very  liberal,  the  sum  of  L.  1719  17s.  6d.  being  speedily 

raised ; 


The  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed  of  this  Committee  were  :«- 


William  Youngs  Esq.  Lord  Provost 
James  Jopp,  Esq.  late  Provost 
William  Cruden^  Esq.  late  Baillie 
John  Auldjo,  Esq.  late  Baillie 
Francis  Leys^  Esq.  late  Baillie 
Alexander  Allardycey  Esq. 
Thomas  Bannerman,  Esq.  Merchant  t 
Alexander  Leslie,  Esq.  do. 

Alexander  Black,  Esq.  da 

Robert  Turner,  Esq.  Sheriff  Substitute 


John  Gordon,  Esq.  Sheriff  Clerk 

James  Gibbon,  from  Society  of  Shipmasters 

Roderick  M'Leod,  Sub-Principal  of  King^s  College 

Rev.  Dr.  Gerrard,  Professor  of  Divinity,      da 

Thomas  Taylor,  Convener  ^of  the  Trades 

James  Gordon,  Master  of  Uie  Trades'  Hospital 

John  Tower,  late  Convener 

J.  Hackett,  from  the  Incorporation  of  Shoemakers 

Geoige  Moir,  Esq.  of  Scotstown. 


The  Committee,  on  28th  December,  1784,  fitted  and  settled  the  accounts  of  their  management, 
which  were  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  town.  From  these  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  Com-* 
mittee  imported  into  Aberdeen,  from  the  continent,  and  from  England,  the  following  quantities  of 
grain  and  meal,  betwixt  the  beginning  of  January  and  the  end  of  July,  1733,  at  the  annexed  cu* 
mulo  prices:—* 


Account  of  Oats,  Bear,  Barley,  and  Meal,  imported. 


Sskcku       Quarien, 


To  Oats,  without  charges— average,  per  boll,  18s.  Sd» 

-*  Oatmeal do do. L.1  4s. 

— *  Bear 

—  Bear  meal 

—  Barley 

—  Pease  meal 402 

—  Flour 1190 

—  Meal,  Wheat,  &c. 99 

-»  White  pease 514 


SoOt. 

4349 

4493 

100 

140 


619 


Price. 

L.3,974  10  6 

4,564    7  6 

125  18  0 

139  13  O 

925     3  0 

552     1  9 

2,443  18  0 

165  15  0 

843     0  3 


2205 


619        9082  L.13,704    2    0 


t  Mr.  Btnnemuui  is  mm  the  011I7  iurri^ag  Member  of  ^lis  ConuDittec* 
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;  and  the  Aberdeen  Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Scotland*  agreed  to  A.D.  i:s2. 
advance  money,  for  twelve  months,  free  of  interest.  By  these  means, 
the  Committee  were  enabled  to  purchase  corn  on  the  continent ; 
supplies  of  various  kinds  of  grain  were  obtained  from  England ;  and 
the  poor  people  were  prevented  from  feeling,  in  so  great  a  degree, 
distresses,  to  which  they  would  otherwise  have  been  exposed  by 
the  failure  of  the  crop. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  a  meeting  of  the  gentlemen  of  landed 
property  was  also  held  at  Aberdeen,  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into 
the  state  of  the  crop,  and  the  probable  quantity  of  corn  that  might  be 
wanted  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  the  county.  At  this  time  it  ap- 
peared, that  great  quantities  of  grain  were  remaining,  uncut  down, 
in  many  parts  of  the  country ;  and  it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  it 
would  require  nearly  three  bolls  of  the  best  oats  to  yield  one  boll  of 
meaL  From  these  and  other  circumstances,  it  was  computed,  that 
to  give  the  inhabitants  their  usual  quantum  of  meal,  there  would  be 
wanted  no  less  than  220^000  bolls,  f  over  and  above  what  might  be 
expected  from  the  produce  of  the  county. 

8  s  By 


*  The  town^-subsoribed  three  hundred  guineas^  from  the  public  funds ;  and  the  remainder  was 
flubscribed  by  individuals  of  the  town.  The  Aberdeen  Bank  and  Bank  of  Scotland  agreed  to  ad« 
▼anoe  L.5000  each^  for  twelve  months^  free  of  interest 

t  The  foUowing  statement  was  made  um  some  time  afterwards^  by  the  late  Dr.  James  Ander« 
son  of  Mounie^  on  the  subject  of  the  crop  ]78£  :— 

''  It  was  computed,  that,  in  an  ordinary  year,  the  expenditure  of  100  bolls  of  great  oats  might 
be  thus  alloca&d :  75  for  meal,  which  would,  on  an  average,  yield  70  bolls  of  meal ;  and  25  bolls 
for  seed.  Of  the  present  crop,  instead  of  25  bolls  for  seed»  it  was  supposed,  that,  on  account  of  the 
badness  of  its  quality,  30  bdils  at  least  would  be  wanted;  but  30  bolls  of  the  75  being  lost  by 
waste,  there  would  remain  only  45 ;  which,  on  an  average,  between  one  half  and  two  thirds  meal, 
would  yield  18^  bolls,  (being  little  more  than  one  fifth  part  of  the  usual  quantity,)  instead  of  70, 
which  were  appropriated  to  that  purpose  in  an  ordinary  year. 

''  To  ascertain  what  would  be  the  deficiency  for  the  whole  county ;  assuming  these  facts  as  data, 
it  was  supposed,  that  the  whole  population  of  Aberdeenshire  was  nearly  131,000 ;  and,  allowing  one 
peck  of  meal  to  each  person  per  week,  the  consumption  of  the  whole  county  would  be  upwards  of 
300,000  bolls,  for  one  year. 

€(  It  was  admitted,  that  the  county  used  to  supply  its  whole  inhabitants  with  com,  in  an  ordinary 
year,  and  no  more;  for  it  appeared,  from  the  Custom-house  books,  that  the  exports  and  imports, 
including  transportation  coast- wise,  in  both  cases,  were,  on  an  average  of  years,  nearly  equal. 

«  From 
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A.D.  178S.  By  the  great  exertions  of  the  Committee  of  the  citizens^  and  the 
steady  measures  which  they  pursued,  for  upwards  of  a  year,  an  ahun* 
dant  supply  of  meal  was  obtained  for  the  inhabitants,  and  the  few 
privations  which  they  experienced  during  that  period  of  scarcity 

were 


^  From  the  above  data,  it  appeared,  that,  instead  of  300,000  bolls  of  meal,  the  cowity  would  this 
year  have  no  inofe  than  79>00O,  say  S0,000,  so  that,  to  give  the  ii^bitanta  their  mmal  supply^ 
there  would  be  wanked  220,000. 

*t  Xo  niake  up  this  deficieney*  the  making  of  bear  was  to  be  given  op  by  all  ranks,  and  it  waft 
supposed,  that  about  one  half  of  the  usual  quantity  of  bear  raised  in  the  county,  *»at*mfitW  at  80,000 
bolls  nearly,  viz.  40,000  bolls,  would  be  made  into  meal ;  which,  at  1^  boUs  from  a  boll  of  bear, 
would  yield,  of  meal,  to  be  applied  to  fix>d  -  .  BbUr... 60,000 

^  To  make  up  the  deficiency,  it  was  computed,  that  there  would  be  a  saving  in  the 
quantity  consumed  by  the  lower  ranks  of  people^  whidi,  if  estimaled  at  about  one  eighdi 
part  of  the  usual  cQDsumptiQn,  would  amount  to  about  •  •  SBftOO 

''  By  aoederatho^  the  harvest,  by  sowing  early  gr»iB»  and  mealing  it  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, there  mjght  be  saved  the  consumption  of  one  month  nearly^  or  «  25jQ0O 

"  And  as  the  harvest  this  year  was  veiy  late,  and  the  former  crop  abundant;,  it  was 
supposed,  that,  in  case  of  a  favourable  season,  aUd  beginning  very  soon  to  early  potatoes, 
anotiier  month's  consumption  might  be  saved,  inde     «  -  -  S5,000 


^*  Total  quantity  that  can  be  made  up  by  the  whole  crop  of  the  county,        -  145,000 

Which,  deducted  from  te  foimer  defidengr  of  die  comity,  being  •  220,000 


Would  still  leave  to  be  provided  for,  •  •  75,000 

<'  This  was  considered  to  be  Ae  miwimmm  qjaaatitf  Aat  ipsuM  be  wstsd  fer  the  coonfy ;  but 
that  probably  it  would  require  more.  Had  not  the  prices  nan  Teryeaaif,  and  Ae  pesple  bees  pai 
upon  their  guard,  at  an  early  period,  to  att^id  to  every  possible  saving,  there  must  have  been  at 
least  50,000  additional  bolls  wanted. 

*'  This  cstimale  had  ben  made  with  so  aMidi  cbp^  and  the  mnsmea  adapted  warn  so  sten£if 
pursued  throughout  the  whole  year,  that  it  aAerwavds  appfswd,  by  the  Cntniu  hsasc  boslu^  thai^ 
betwen  the  1st  of  November,  ITiSi,  nd  the  tst  of  NevcBdMV,  ITSS,  Atn  had  ben  imprnted  itp 
the  county,  horn  various  phais,  eonndeiaU^  abwe  aO,000  bels  of  gmni,.  of  all  sorts;  whick  is 
20,000  more  than  the  whole  quantity  at  fanad  esm,  As  fiiiidwir  «f  the  cn|^  of  tlm  cmaaty,  tfasft 
could  be  applied  towards  the  sustenance  of  the  people  for  that  year,  of  which  a  considerable  quan« 
tity  was  pease.  But  as  the  Custom-house  limits  of  the  port  of  Aberdeen  indude  some  part  of  the 
Meams,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  estimate  was,  in  all  its  parts^  very  near  the  truth.  This 
brought  to  light  a  series  of  facts,  of  a  very  uncommon  nature  :*-l.  That  a  crop  may  be  9o  deficient^ 
through  the  extreme  unfavourableness  of  the  weather  during  a  particular  season,  as  not  to  leave  one 
fourth  part  of  the  quantity  of  bread-corn  produeed,  and  consumed  by  the  iidudntants,  in  an  ordinary 
year;  and  2d.  That  in  the  event  of  such  a  deficiency  happening  in  a  country,  chiefly  depending  oo 
agriculture,  it  is  possible,  by  means  of  oeconomy  and  attention,  and  a  spirit  of  sobriety,  to  overcame 
it,  wkhout  experiendng  the  calamity  of  a  famine." 
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were  soon  forgotteiL    The  Committee  having  finally  settled  the  ac-  a.d.  iiqj. 

counts  of  their  management,  it  was  found,  that  the  voluntary  contrl^ 

butions  fully  indemnified  them  of  every  loss  upon  their  transactions, 

except  a  few  pounds,  which  were  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen.* 

As  an  equivalent  for  this  loss,  the  inhabitants  had  been  provided 

with  meal,  at  a  moderate  price,  far  under  what  could  have  been  at 

first  expected;  and  at  no  time  were  there  any  murmurs  among 

the  people,  or  any  indications  of  popular  tumult    Fortunately  for 

the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  as  well  as  for  the  people  them^ 

selves,  the  practices  of  forestalling  and  monopoly,  which,  according 

to  general  opinion,  tend  to  raise  the  price  of  corn,f  were  little  known 

at  the  time ;  and  no  undue  speculations  were  attempted  by  any  one, 

so  as  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  to  occasion  distur* 

bances  in  the  town  during  this  interesting  period. 

When  the  war  with  the  American  States  was  drawing  to  a  close, 
many  eminent  statesmen  began  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  im* 
portant  question  of  parliamentary  reform,  which  had,  for  some  time, 
agitated  the  public  mind,  and  for  the  attainment  of  which  object,  as- 
sociations had  become  general  and  numerous  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  subject  was  introduced  into  the  Commons  House  of 
Parliament,  this  session,  by  that  distinguished  statesn^an  Mr.  William  1782. 
Pitt,  who  had  recently  obtained  a  seat  for  Appleby.  His  eloquence  ^*y  '^• 
was  employed,  for  many  days,  in  displaying  the  imperfections  of  the 
constitution,  which,  while  it  continued  sugh  as  it  had  been  formed  by  '  . 
our  ancestors,  was,  he  said,  ^<  truly  called  a  production  of  the  most 
consummate  wisdom.  But  a  melancholy  series  of  events,  which  had 
eclipsed  the  glory  of  Britain,  had  exhibited  a  reverse  of  fortune, 
which  could  be  accounted  for  only  upon  this  principle,  that,  during 
the  last  fifteen  yakrs,  there  had  been  a  deviation  from  the  principles 
of  that  happy  constitution,  under  which  the  people  of  England  had 

B  B  2  so 


*  This  loss  arose  firomfireigli^  insiinaoe^  boimties^  minings  «nd  inddental  expenses,  which  never 
wore  nude  a  charge  upon  the  prime  cost  of  the  com  and  mcAl  which  were  imported,  so  as  to  affect 
the  poor. 

t  Bj  the  fiars  of  the  comsty  for  1762,  the  price  of  a  boll  of  oat-med  was  onlj  L.1 ;  and  in  the 
preceding  year,  when  the  harvest  was  abundant,  it  was  15s. 
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A.D.  1783.  SO  long  flourished."  Mr.  Pitt  then  suhmitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house  three  resolutions ;  one  of  which  was,  that  measures 
ought  to  be  adopted  for  preventing  bribery  and  expenses  at  elec- 
tions ;  another,  for  the  total  extinction  of  every  borough,  when  the 
majority  of  it  became  notoriously  incapable,  by  every  species  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  of  discharging  its  political  functions ;  and 
the  third,  for  the  addition  of  a  certain  number  of  representatives  of 
the  counties,  the  proportioning  or  apportioning  of  whom  to  each 
county  he  proposed  to  leave  to  be  settled  in  the  bill,  for  which  he 
intended  to  move,  if  his  resolutions  should  be  adopted.  These  were 
ably  supported  by  Sir  George  Saville,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  by 
other  members ;  but  they  were  opposed  by  the  ministerial  party,  on 
the  ground  that  no  defect  in  the  constitution  had  been  proved,  and 
that  to  adopt  them  would  be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences 
to  the  constitution-  The  majority  was  accordingly  against  Mr* 
Pitt's  resolutions.  He,  however,  persevered,  with  indefatigable  zeal> 
in  the  object  of  his  views ;  and,  in  the  subsequent  session  of  par- 
liament, brought  forward  a  bill,  for  reform  of  the  representation, 
under  a  new  shape,  and  on  a  different  plan,  but  it  met  with  a  similar 
fate,  being  lost  by  a  great  majority.  Mr.  Pitt  being  now  called  to 
fill  the  highest  office  in  the  administration,  his  talents  were  em- 
ployed in  the  more  important  matters  of  the  state.  Although  he 
often  expressed  himself  a  decided  friend  to  the  cause  of  reform,  yet 
he  declared  his  conviction,  that  recent  events,  which  had  happened 
in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  and  the  situation  of  the  times,  ren- 
dered innovation  qf  every  description  unseasonable  and  dangerous  ; 
and  the  cause  of  parliamentary  reform  was,  therefore,  abandoned 
by  its  most  respectable  patrons. 

These  circumstances  had,  at  an  early  period,  aroused  the*  minda 
of  many  creditable  individuals  in  Scotland,  who  had  united  theii 
efforts  for  a  more  defined,  as  well  as  an  equally  patriotic  purpose. 
Their  object  was  to  ameliorate  the  decayed  system  of  the  royal 
boroughs  of  Scotland,  which  had  become  corrupt,  and  was  incon- 
sistent with  liberty,  and  the  true  interests  of  the  community.  They 
complained,  not  without  cause,  of  infringements  of  their  rights^ 
and   waste  and  dilapidation  of  the  public  funds  and   property, 

through 
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through  the  improper  exercise  of  the  authority  of  magistratesi  who  A.D.  i7ss. 
were  self-elected,  and  against  whose  usurpation  of  power  no  existing 
law  had  provided  a  remedy. 

Among  the  earliest  to  forward  a  plan  for  obtaining,  by  constitu- 
tional means,  a  radical  redress  of  these  grievances,  were  several  pa- 
triotic citizens  of  Aberdeen.*  Mr.  Pitt  being,  at  this  time,  a  zealous 
supporter  of  parliamentary  reform,  no  one  was  better  qualified 
than  he  to  form  a  just  conception  of  their  complaints,  or  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  they  had  in  view.  In  the  month  of  February,  this 
year,  a  spirited  letter,  under  the  signature  of  Civis^  was  addressed  to 
him  on  this  important  subject,  in  which  the  writer  displayed  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  royal  boroughs 
of  Scotland,  and  of  the  abuses  and  corruptions  which  had  taken  place 
in  modem  times,  in  the  administration  of  their  public  affairs.  He,  at 
the  same  time,  pointed  out,  with  much  energy,  the  bad  consequences 
which  had  resulted  to  the  community  at  large  from  the  exercise  of 
that  system  under  which  they  were,  at  present,  governed;  and 
urged,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  reform, 
under  the  authority  of  parliament. 

This  letter,  and  a  continuation  of  others,  from  the  same  writer,  f  1784. 
as  weU  as  from  Zenoj  of  Edinburgh,  on  this  question,  made  a  deep 
impression  on  those  who  favoured  reform,  and  speedily  attracted  the 
attention  of  many  of  the  burgesses  of  the  principal  royal  boroughs 
of  the  kingdom,  particularly  Aberdeen.  In  order  to  contribute 
to  the  attainment  of  this  momentous  and  desirable  object,  an  as- 
sociation was  formed  of  the  independent  burgesses  of  the  town,  who 
delegated  the  necessary  powers  to  a  committee  of  their  number,  un- 
der 


*  There  had  been^  previous  to  this  time,  a  meeting  of  the  burgesses  of  Edinburgh,  where  reform 
in  the  system  under  which  the  royal  boroughs  were  governed  had  been  agitated  ;  but,  as  yet,  no 
definite  plan  had  been  adopted,  for  conducting  matters  upon  constitutional  principles. 

t  The  author  of  these  letters,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  was  Mr.  Ewen,  of  Aberdeen,  who 
took  a  very  active  part,  both  in  the  committee  of  the  burgesses,  and  in  the  annual  convention  at 
Edinburgh,  while  the  question  of  reform  was  m  agitation ;  and,  if  we  are  not  greatly  mist^en, 
he  wrote  most  of  the  public  papers  which  were  published,  under  the  directions  of  the  committee, 
at  that  period. 
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A.D«  1784.  der  a  president^  secretary,  and  clerk.  ^  These,  for  several  years,  con- 
ducted, with  exemplary  prudence  and  moderation,  the  business  en- 
trusted to  their  charge,  unaccompanied  with  any  indication  of  popular 
disorder.  The  example  of  Aberdeen  was  soon  followed  by  the  bur- 
gesses of  other  towns,  and  a  general  convention,  composed  of  delegates 
from  the  several  royal  boroughs,  was  afterwards  appointed  to  meet  an- 
nually at  Edinburgh,  to  concert  the  measures  proper  to  be  adopted  for 
obtaining  that  necessary  and  important  change  in  this  branch  of  the 
civil  government  of  the  kingdom.  Of  this  general  convention,  Ro- 
bert Graham,  Esq.  of  Gartmore  was  nominated  president,  and  John 
Ewen,  Esq.  of  Aberdeen,  secretary. 

*  The  committee  of  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  although  they  disa- 
vowed every  charge  of  a  personal  nature  against  the  magistrates  and 
council,  yet  maintained  that  the  expenditure  of  the  public  funds  was 
not  conducted  with  wisdom  or  oeconomy,  or  with  due  regard  to  the 
true  interest  of  the  community ;  and  that  the  burgesses,  who  contri- 
buted liberally  to  these  funds,  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  seeing 
the  public  accounts,  so  as  to  form  a  judgment  upon  the  application  of 
the  money,  or  the  propriety  of  the  expenditure.  They,  therefore,  in 
the  course  of  this  year,  required  the  magistrates  and  council  to  exhibit 
to  them  the  public  accounts,  under  their  administration,  as  well  as  the 
records  of  the 'borough,  in  order  that  they  might  examine  them  with 
due  attention  and  deliberation,  and  point  out  what  might  be  consi- 
dered as  having  been  misapplied  or  exceptionable  in  these  accounts. 
After  some  differences  between  them  and  the  magistrates,  concerning 
the  mode  of  accomplishing  this  object,  had  been  acconunodated,  the 
books  and  records  appear  to  have  undergone  a  strict  scrutiny  and  ex- 
amination by  that  committee.  Although,  in  the  course  of  their  in- 
vestigation, no  specific  charge  of  improper  application  of  the  public 
funds  had  been  brought  against  the  magistrates,  or  any  of  the  office- 
bearers, yet  many  articles  of  the  treasury  accounts  were  severely 
animadverted  upon,  pertiaps  not  without  some  cause.    At  the  same 

time, 


*  or  liiii  MDBittM^  Hr  \am  ¥ttakk  hmm,  Esq.  of  Woodadhs  was  Pmident;  and  tlie 
William  Fqrbes^  Esq.  of  Echt;  aad  Bobert  Gibboo,  Esq.  merchant. 
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time^  they  complained  loudly  of  want  of  oeconomy ;  of  the  abuses  of  ^D.  176  j. 
lerying  and  coUecting  sums  of  money  from  the  citizens,  above  the 
extent  which  was  warranted  by  law ;  of  the  facility  of  borrowing 
money,  on  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  without  the  consent  of  the  ci- 
tizens; and  of  other  grievances,  arising,  in  general,  from  misma- 
nagement of  the  public  funds.  These  circumstances  were  early 
communicated,  by  the  committee,  to  their  constituents,  in  their 
various  reports  and  statements,  which  were  published  at  the  time.^ 

la 


*  In  the  Goune  of  the  examination  of  the  public  accounts^  and  of  the  investigation  of  the  affairs 
nnder  the  administration  of  the  magistrates  and  council,  the  committee  of  burgesses  complained 
dnefly  of  the  mode  of  assessing  the  inhabitants  for  the  public  cess,  by  charging  annually  large  sum^ 
of  money  orer  and  above  nAat  was  strictly  necessary  for  the  expense  of  levying  and  discharguig  it 
Their  enquiries  led  them  to  discover,  that,  in  the  year  1756,  a  reportt  had  been  made  by  a  com- 
mittee of  die  town  GOuncO,  in  relation  to  (he  aiEurs  of  the  treasuiy,  from  which  they  discovered^ 
that,  at  diat  time,  the  annual  income  of  die  treasurer,  taking  an  average  of  several  years,  was— - 

L.110C    O    3<^ 
And  dMt  the  sfvnge  of  expenfitore  waa        «  •  «  1507  15    ft  4 


So  that  the  treasury  was  then  incurring  an  annual  accumulating  debt  of       -  L.405  12  10  » 

Tlie  cemiittge  of  bwgsassa,  itt  ^Mk  slalenMnta  «»  the  puMic  m  Aib  knportml  matter,  te* 
Harked,  that  it  had  been  tlie  opinieii  «rtiie  ccannittee  efeoutica,  in  the  year  17^,  after  saelnig  th6 
above  ataie,  ^  That  it  wae  umeceasary  to  say  uBf  thmg  of  die  ahec^ute  neeassi^  of  iumMdiately 
uaiiy  ai  proper  a^thoda  far  intatumng  the  toWBTa  ret«tt»e,  and  of  t^ranchfaigpiAlie  expense;  folr 
k  waa  easy  ta  farescc,  that,  if  die  picauut  system  was  eeadniied,  Ae  treaaarer/  i*  a  very  few  years. 
Banal  prore  iaaelveat,  as  heincvimdadclityevery  }«ar,  ofnoless  dbBiL^400  sCediiig.''  ThisoooH 
mittee  suggested  a  variety  of  expedients  for  recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  town,  aad  far  witftMbrawing 
certain  articles  which  were  in  use  to  be  ehaiyed  ta  the  treasury.  Their  report  was  concluded  in  the 
foQowiag  words  :— 

"  AKhocigli  this  be  no  snmedxate  lessening  ef  lite  expense,  yet  die  couiicil,  who  are  well  ac« 
ffammtA  wHh  the  adrautage  of  keepixxg  rqpilar  aecoonts,  will  easily  see  that,  in  its  consequences,  it 
ymR  have  tifaae  effect.  Hie  committee  are  veiy  sensible,  that  die  execution  ef  some  of  the  above  pro^ 
posrfa  $t€  far  from  bcang  desifaMe,  were  the  fbnds  in  a  ftourishing  way;  but  they  are  afraid,  if 
some  ned^ods  Ibr  redacing  tke  great  erpense  is  not  speedily  taken,  the  council  wiB,  in  a  short  time, 
be  cUiged  to  use  remedies  ftor  less  desirable;  and,  after  a9,  suppoaing  the  whole  of  these  methods 
ibr  mcreaaing  die  revenue,  and  reducing  die  expense,  weve  made  effectual,  it  wiS  not  nearly  balance 
die  great  sum  by  vriacb  die  yeariy  expenditure  exceeds  die  income.  The  committee  will,  therefore, 
beexeaaed  fbr  saying,  diat  it  fa  an  incnnAent  duty  on  the  xouncil  to  frame  ellfectaal  regulations  for 
keqping  die  other  incidental  expenses,  to  whidi  the  town  has  of  late  been  subjected,  within  some  me- 

t  CaoBca  Sf^iiei^  foL  lUI.  p.  |07.  ISI.  ct  fl«^. 


S^  ANNALS   OF  ABERDEEN. 

A.D.  1786.        In  the  prosecution  of  the  plan  for  accomplishing  a  reform  in  the 
political  system  of  the  boroughs,  the  heads  of  a  bill  intended  to  be 

presented 


derate  bounds.     The  great  charge  attending  the  making  so  many  burghers,  and  other  frequent  meetings 
in  the  town^hall,  do  not  a  little  contribute  to  this  expense." 

The  committee  of  burgesses  then  proceed  to  detail^  in  their  report^  that,  in  the  year  1756,  the 
annual  income  of  the  treasurer  was  «•  .  .  L.i022  12    3^ 

"  That  large  sums,  such  as  the  sink  money  of  lands,  which  then  brought  not  a 
penny  to  the  community,  have  since  been  thrown  into  the  treasury,  and  that  its 
income,  in  1785,  amounted  to  -  .  •  1853  |g    q  ^ 

When  these  indisputable  facts  are  taken  into  consideration,  and  it  is  had  in  yiew 
that  the  citizens  have  contributed  so  largely  to  bear  the  expense  of  every  improve- 
ment; and  that  the  debt  in  that  year  was  •  »  ^  12,383  14    7 
Was  there  then  any  apology  necessary  for  the  citizens,  in  presenting  proposals  for  retrenching  the 
escpenditure  of  the  treasurer;  or,  let  it  be  added,  was  there  any  excuse  admissible,  on  the  part  of 
the  coimdl,  for  rejecting  those  proposals,  in  every  view  so  essentially  requisite,  so  consistent  with 
the  duty  of  good  citizens,  and  radically  involving  the  most  important  interests  of  the  community  ? 

''  There  appears  to  be  something  altogether  inexplicable  in  the  management  of  the  funds  of  the 
treasury.  With  an  almost  unaccountable  fiitality,  to  which  it  seems  to  have  been  subjected,  it 
has  never  been  suffered  to  turn,  either  to  its  own  benefit,  or  that  of  the  public,  any  one  of  the  for« 
lunate  circumstances  with  which  it  has  been  eminently  fiivoured.  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  eveiy 
fund  with  which  it  has  connected  itself  has  been  materially  injured  by  it ;  for  while  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  councO,  as  stewards  of  these  funds,  to  improve  their  endowments  to  the  best  account, 
for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  instituted,  their  predilection  for  this  fiivourite  object  has  dis* 
posed  them  to  draw  into  its  vortex  every  advantage.  While  these  establishments  have  been  obliged 
to  furnish  it  with  money,  at  a  reduced  interest,  often  to  purchase  their  own  property,  which  ^ey 
have  been  forced  to  buy  back  at  an  advanced  price,  the  constant  drain  made  upon  them  has  been 
injurious  to  their  interests,  and  has  not,  in  any  depee,  been  permitted  to  place  the  treasury  in  more 
easy  circumstances. 

''  Not  many  years  previous  to  1756,  a  period,  in  which  it  is  seen,  firom  the  report  of  the  commit* 
tee  of  council,  that  the  treasury  was  in  no  veiy  thriving  condition,  one  very  considerable  effort  was 
made  in  its  favour.  The  establishment  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee  held  the  lands  of  GOcomston  as  part  of  its 
revenue.  These  had  been  originally  purchased  by  the  treasurer,  from  the  family  of  Pitfoddeb,  and 
aold  by  him  to  the  Bridge  of  Dee  fund,  under  the  management  of  the  master  of  kirk  and  bridge 
works,  about  the  year  1674,  for  L.i500  sterling.  In  1750,  the  nuister  of  kiric  and  bridge  works,  by 
an  order  of  coundl,  sold  these  lands  back  again  to  the  treasurer,  for  the  original  price  of  L,1500. 
As  soon  as  the  treasurer  became  proprietor,  the  lands  were  divided  in  lots,  and  feued  out,  at  a  very 
advanced  rent  Part  of  the  feu  duty  was  paid  instantly  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  and  the  re« 
maining  annual  feu  duties,  neat,  as  they  now  stand,  were  L.197  10s.  9d.  In  17^6,  after  this  advan« 
tage,  acquired  firom  the  money  sunk,  by  advance,  in  the  treasurer's  hands,  that  officer  was  appointed 
by  the  council  to  sell  the  feu  duties  and  casualties,  agreeably  to  the  advanced  rental,  back  again  to 
the  Bridge  fund,  firom  which  these  lands  had  been  so  recently  purchased.  Thus,  by  this  transact 
tion  alone,  singular  as  it  may  appear,  the  treasury  derived  a  benefit^  as  we  are  assured,  of  upwaids 
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presented  to  Parliament,  were  this  year  drawn  up  by  the  general  con-  a,D.  1786. 
vention,  at  Edinburgh,  and  dispersed  among  the  burgesses.    The  out-     .  - 

T  t  lines 


of  two  thousand  pounds.  Indeed  it  has^  with  very  few  exceptions^  been  an  invariable  rule,  when- 
ever feus  have  been  granted^  of  lands,  or  conunons,  the  property  of  the  conununity,  to  oblige  the 
holders  of  th^se  lands,  on  receiving  their  charters,  to  advance,  sometimes  a  fourth,  frequently  a 
fifth,  of  the  value,  by  which  large  sums  have  been  sunk  in  flie  treasury,  of  the  particulars  of  which 
the  citizens  have  had  no  information.  These  sums,  amounting  to  more  than  would  be  easily 
credited  by  those  who  have  not  had  access  to  be  acquainted  with  them,  have  answered  immediate 
puxposes ;  but  they  are  now  no  more  to  be  heard  of,  having  been  swallowed  up  in  the  oblivion  of 
passing  years ;  and  while  the  citizens  had  reason  to  believe  that  these  large  acquisitions,  joined  to  a 
vast  and  increasing  revenue,  had  rendered  rich  and  independent  the  public  treasury,  the  late  enqui- 
ries only  have  awiJcened  them  from  the  golden  dream,  and  presented  to  their  surprised  imagination 
exhausted  funds,  and  a  very  heavy  load  of  debt,  annually  increasing,  and  without  a  prospect  of  its 
being  freed  from  its  incumbrances. 

^  Those  who  will  give  but  the  sHghtest  attention  to  the  income  of  the  treasury,  in  1756,  and 
the  prodigious  difference  in  its  receipt  in  1785,  must  be  impressed  with  conviction  and  astonish- 
ment In  the  first  period,  hardly  any  of  the  community's  common  lands  were  feued  out ;  at  least, 
such  as  were>  bore  but  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  present  fixed  produce.  The  shore  lands 
were  a  mere  trifle.  These  together  now  amount  to  many  himdreds  a  year.  The  annual  feu  duty  of 
the  ground  on  which  two  houses  in  the  shore  lands  are  now  built  amount  to  as  much  as  the  then 
rental  of  the  whole.  It  is  now  almost  covered  with  houses ;  and  some  early  purchasers,  besides 
sitting  rent-free,  receive  now  a  dear  income  of  three  times  the  siun  they  themselves  pay.  Whatever 
portion  of  these  lands,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harbour,  are  yet  to  be  let,  the  value  is  still  advancing. 
Very  lately,  the  ground  upon  which  one  house  is  to  be  built  has  been  let  at  L.10  per  annum. 
These  are  parts  only  of  the  increasing  advantages  derived  to  the  public  funds  of  the  city,  from  the 
industry  and  commerce  of  the  community,  in  the  last  thirty  years. 

"  By  almost  every  public  improvement,  the  interest  of  the  funds  has  been  promoted ;  yet  we 
have  seen,  that,  in  this  flourishing  and  distinguished  period,  taxes  have  been  considerably  raised 
upon  the  citizens,  and  yet  the  public  debt,  far  from  being  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  increas- 
ing income,  has  been  marked  by  a  progresa  directly  the  reverse.  From  the  public  institutions 
money  is  borrowed,  for  the  use  of  the  treasurer,  at  a  reduced  rate  of  interest,  while  in- 
dividuals are  allowed  the  customary  interest  of  5  per  cent  This  will  evidently  appear  from  the 
state  of  the  treasury  debts  annexed.  When  the  mortification  frmds  collectively  were  made  to  fur- 
nish what  they  could  spare  from  their  loans,  to  the  treasiuy,  to  purchase  the  estate  of  Muchals,  af- 
ter the  lands  were  let  in  lease,  the  return  was  barely  4  per  cent.  At  this  period,  the  annuitants 
upon  the  mortifications  were  reduced  in  their  annual  allowance,  and  have  not  since  been  advanced. 
An  opportunity  offering  of  purduising  back  the  lease  from  the  tenant,  who  had  considerably  im- 
proved the  rental,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that,  as  the  transaction  appeared  advantageous,  it  would 
have  been  made  for  the  mortification  funds,  that  their  income,  which  so  much  wanted  it,  and  had 
been  reduced  by  its  connection  with  this  estate,  might  thereby  be  improved.  There  was  the  greater 
reason  for  this  supposition,  as  most  part  of  these  lands  were  the  property  of  these  funds.  This, 
however,  did  not  happen*    The  uauaJ  preference  given  to  the  treasury  also  predominated  upon  this 
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A^D.  irsd.  line*  of  the  bill  touched  principally  ux>on  the  mode  of  electing  the 
successive  councils^  which  were  now  proposed  to  be  chosen  by  n  poll 

of 


oeoAslOnj  Mdi  dtheofh  k  wuoUigod  to  borrow  matof  from  ovory  qtitfter^dio  pnrduHO  was  iiudo 
iokljr  mi  its  Betdnant,  to  throw  tfie  ttdtiiitago  to  bo  dtritred  firom  tbe  tratiiiatioB  imo  it«  fluidA* 

**  The  treasury  accordingly  purchasod  the  retnainder  of  the  lease  for  L.l000^  ahd  th6  balance  of 
the  rental  of  the  whole  estate,  in  favour  of  the  treasury^  as  it  is  stated  in  l1B5,  is  L.155  19s.  per 
annum.  As  it  has  been  asserted^  that  the  treasury  has  been  affbcted  by  every  publie  hdproveijaent^ 
It  may  not  be  improper  briefly  to  take  a  view  of  these  for  the  last  twenty  yeaiV,  by  which^  we  are 
inclined  to  believe,  that  it  will  appear  the  very  reverse  has  happened*  The  ftinds  of  the  treasniy, 
indeed,  are,  properly  speaking,  the  funds  of  the  community,  and,  iti  their  original  ettdoWment,  wer<^ 
intended  to  be  improved  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  citizens,  'that  priimary  destib&atioti  is  for 
'<  the  uphalde  of  honestie,  and  sound  policie,  within  the  butrough"— ahd  thei^  produce  appointed 
'^  to  be  widred  upon  the  common  warks  of  the  town.''  Unfortunately  the  pif^sent  system  of  bo« 
rough  government  has  reversed  the  order  of  things,  and  has  established  a  distinctioli,  iii  &tt,  between 
the  interests  of  the  eouneil  alid  those  of  the  eommwnity.  Th«t  "  the  good  of  the  town  is  the  good 
of  the  treasury/'  dthough  boeome  altogether  proverbiali  add  given  as  the  prindpid  article  in  tbo 
creed  of  a  thoHMgh-paoed  eoiifisellor>  is  a  sayii^^  in  whidi  there  is  fiilly  nlofo  truth  than  wit;,  yei 
it  oofkveys  a  vtfy  strong  mcalusg,  however  absurd  the  poaiiion  nmy  bo  in  the  abstract 

«'  The  treasury  fVmds  nte  iinfofttuiately  accessible  ujpon  etery  pecaaioft,  mi  money  can  be  drawn 
from  them  for  every  possible  occurmice  Whieh  can  extend  the  power,  or  ridsethe  politied  influence 
of  those  ^ose  ambition  or  interest  may  dispose  them  to  Acquire,  and  enable  them  to  hold,  the  di« 
rection  of  all  public  measttres.  Indeed,  the  greatest  misfortune  whidi  optdd  have  hsppened  to  the 
interest  of  the  citizens,  is  the  facility  with  which  the  magistrates  have  been  tUe  to  bortow  money 
fhim  the  other  flmds,  under  the  administration  of  the  eonneil,  fbr  the  ordinary  purposes  of  die  trea« 
sufy,  without  consulting  the  citLfcOtti ;  nay,  even  without  their  having  the  most  distant  knowledge 
of  these  transactions.  To  increase  this  misfortune,  a  practice  has  Obtained,  of  mingling  with  the 
treasury  fUnds  every  public  money  transaction,  and,  by  some  means  or  other,  every  other  fiind  has 
been  made  to  blend  its  transactions  with  theni»  To  fitvour  this  design,  the  most  fidladous  language 
lias  been  employed,  by  asserting,  that  for  ttie  debts  of  every  public  fimd^  ''  the  funds  of  the  trea^ 
sury  were  subsidiary  liable."  Although  this  phrase  has  acquired  a  currency,  by  being  repeated  al* 
most  upon  every  occasion,  by  people  in  office,  yet  there  cannot  be  a  grosser  seleoism  in  language,  nor 
a  more  direct  insult  upon  the  understanding  of  those  who  have  an  opportunity  of  being  better  iob 
formed.  To  talk  of  the  funds  of  the  treasury  beiqg  liable  fbr  the  public  debts  of  the  community, 
when  its  'destinations  are  either  already  fixed,  or  its  funds  secured  for  the  interests  of  its  own  parti* 
cular  debts,  and  to  which,  and  its  specific  destinations,  it  has  not  for  a  century  past  been  equal,  ia 
to  hold  a  language  only  fit  fi>r  the  ear  of  children  or  fooki  Yet  this  language  has  been  held  in  the 
most  public  manner,  when  the  debt  contracted,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  parliament,  subjecting 
merchandize  to  oonsidemble  additional  impositions  for  the  inqprovement  of  the  harbour,  has  been 
pleaded  as  a  reason  for  laying  upon  txade  restraints  still  heavier,  and  rendering  the  restrictive  righta 
of  corporations  much  more  severe." 

The  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Receipt  snd  Hkpmiikar^  of  the  TteaMiry  Funds,  ftom  Mi^ 
chaeksasi  1778,  to  Michaehnas,  1779,  and  ef  the  pttbfic  Mbi,  »  Mkhaelt&M^  17B9^  art  ptibli^ed 
by  the  Committee  of  Burgessest  Abstract 
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of  the  burgesses  of  the  respective  royal  borou^ ;  and  the  appointment  A.O.  1 7$6. 
of  seven  auditors  for  examining  the  annual  public  accounts  of  the  se~ 
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AviTKACT  Account  of  tbb  Rvceipt  and  Expenditure  of  the  Theasury  Funds 


or  ns 


CITY  OF  ABERDEEN, 
From  lIRchaebnas,  1778,  to  Michadnuu,  1779. 


»%»^»'»x^^»%%>»%^%<%%» 


RECEIPT. 

1*  Feu^  Teindy  and  Tack  Duties  of  Lands  and  Fishings  belongbg  to  the  town 
S.  Bents  of  Shops  a^d  Lofts,  the  property  of  the  town  •  • 

3.  Tack  Duties  of  Mills .  ... 

Petty  Customs     .  •  -  . 

Flesh  Market  -  • 

Weigh-house  •  p  . 


Sterling, 


s. 


843  18 
24     1 


7 


••••••  «•■••• 


•• • •••  •••••• 


••■  •••    •••••■ 


£.187    0 

166  13 

47    6 

100    0 


0 
4 
3 
0 


4.  Proportion  of  Seat-rents  of  Churches  ••  ii  . 

5.  Grinding  Wheat  at  Flour-mill  ... 
Mort-cloth           -                   •  »  .  • 
Taxation  for  Streets,  Water,  and  Lamps                   • 
Interest  of  Money  due  to  the  town                   ... 
Fund  for  part  paymoit  of  the  Professor  of  Divinity's  stipend,  L.100 

Composition  received  for  a  vassal.  Dean  of  Guild's  Casualties,  viz. : 

Fines  .  .  .  .  f  .12  14 

Entering  Burgesses  of  Guild,  this  year  -                   -         142    0 

Trades  Compositions  '           ■  •                   •                       4    1 

Entering  Apprentices                       •  •                   •            2  17  10 

Ale  Sellers          -                   «  .                   •                     6  13    4 


500  19 

56  14 

7    0 

S6    2 

555  4 
81  15 
79    8 


7 
0 

0 
II 
2 
0 
I 


2 
0 
6 


168    6  10 


Sum  Receipt 


<^»%»<»V»»i%%»^^»%%<»i»»»%»»%< 


EXPENDITURE. 

1.  Ministers'  Stipends  •  •  . 

2.  Town's  Eque  .  •  •  . 

3.  Missive  Dues  to  Borougha  ■  «  « 

4.  Commissioners'  (to  Boxougfas)  Charges         ^  - 

5.  Annual  Rents  of  the  Town's  DebU         -  -  - 

6.  Public  Sdaries,  vi«.  School-masters,  Precentors,  Jailors,  Town  Offioeis,  &c 

7.  Teind  Duties,  and  Annuities  for  Town's  Lands 

8.  Feu  Duty  of  the  Meal  Market '  ^    '  .  f. 

9.  Reparations  of  Public  Bttilduigs  •  . 

* 

Carried  forward 


£.2359  15 

S  tic 

<e.^o  3 

7 

19  5 

« 

50  IB 

« 

89    6 

» 

400  U 

T 

47«  7 

9 

10  10 

9 

10  0 

Q 

nee  19 

7 

£.1785   19 

6 
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A,D.  1786.  veral  office-bearers ;  but  this  bill,  although  it  seemed  to  have  met 
with  the  approbation  of  those  who  were  immediately  interested  in 

it, 


Brought  forward  -        £.1785  19    6 

10.  Supporting  Public  Streets^  Wells^  and  Lamps  -  -  515     1     2 

11.  Paid^  in  part,  the  Well  Debt^  the  annual  sum  of  -  «  12  10    0 

12.  Incidental  expenses^  including  Premiums  for  Schools,  Stationary  Articles,  and 

Acts  of  Parliament,  Magistrates'  expence  at  Brechin  attending  the  election  of 
a  Member  of  Parliament,  this  year.  Coal  and  Candle  to  the  Town-house, 
Newspapers,  alimenting  poor  Prisoners,  &c  &c.  sk 

13.  Law  expenses  -  -  •  -  -  ' 

14.  Tavern  expenses,  and  for  entertainments  ii^  the  Town-house  -  28     5    0 

15.  Election  Dinner  and  Supper  at  Michaelma^  -  -  10    9  10 

Sum  ordinary  Expenditure 

Extraordinary  Expenditure,  this  y  ear » 

For  opening  a  Street  to  the  Town's  Churches  and  Mills,  by 

Bamet's  Close  «  •  . 

For  new  Roads  •  •  «  « 

Bounty  Money  to  Army  and  Navy  -  ■ 

Associates  for  internal  Defence  ... 

Admission  for  a  Minister  -  «  £.24    9 

To  a  decayed  Burgess      «  «  -  5    0 


Total  Expenditure  -            £.2825  Id  11  fie 

DEBT  OF  THE  TREASURY  OF  ABERDEEN,    * 

As  at  Michaelmas,  1785. 

To  the  Master  of  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital                   -  £.500    0    O 

To  the  Master  of  Kirk  and  Bridge  Works               -  825     4    0 

To  the  Master  of  Mortifications                    •>                    -  1622     2    9 

To  the  Dean  of  Guild                    ...  i621     0    0 

To  Lady  Durris'  Mortification                -                    -  1800     0     0 

To  Mr.  Gerrard's  ditto                -                    -                    -  I90     7,10      . 

To  the  Treasurer  of  Gordon's  Hospital                       -  1800    0    0 

To  ditto  of  ditto         ....  1000     0     0 

To  Saint  Paul's  Chapel             -                    -                    -  500     0     0 

To  the  Kirk  Session  of  Aberdeen        -                    -  900     0    0 

To  the  Infirmary  of  Aberdeen        •                    »                    .  2000     0    0 

To  James  AUardyce         *".                    .                    -  110000 

To  James  Johnston                       ...  500    O    0 


le 

- 

£.2567  11 

0 

sic 

£.118 

0 

0 

75 

8 

0 

S3 

12 

0 

. 

6   18 

11 

> 

9 

0 

285  2 

11 

« 

1 

Carried  forward        -      £.12858  14    { 
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it,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  presented  to  parliament,  as  some  pre-  A.D.  1786. 
paratory  matters  were  yet  only  in  their  progress  to  maturity. 

The  committees,  however,  did  not  relax  in  their  endeavours  to  ob-  1788. 
tain  the  necessary  information  and  documents,  for  enabling  them  to 
accomplish  their  avowed  object.  In  the  course  of  this  year,  their 
grievances  were  fully  stated,  in  petitions,  which  were  presented  to 
the  Commons,  in  the  month  of  July,  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  correcting  the  abuses  and  supplying  the  defects  in 
the  internal  government  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland ;  and  also 
for  establishing  a  proper  responsibility  of  their  magistrates  for  their 
intromissions  with  the  property  and  annual  revenues  thereof.  The 
bill  being  read  a  first  time,  it  was  ordered,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  notarial  copies  of  the  charters  and  sets  of  the  several  royal 
boroughs,  which  order  was,  in  due  time,  complied  with. 

In  the  subsequent  session  of  parliament,  a  new  bill,  of  the  same  1789* 
nature  with  the  former,  was  presented,  and  read  a  first  time,  without 
opposition.  In  supporting  it,  on  the  second  reading,  the  honourable 
member  stated,  that  he  had  been  actuated  solely  by  public  motives 
in  this  business,  and  by  a  wish  that  the  inhabitants  of  North  Britain 
might  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty  in  their  full  force,  equally 
with  the  English.  He  was  convinced  that  various  grievances  existed 
in  the  administration  of  the  Scottish  boroughs,  which  loudly  called 
for  reformation,  Of  sixty-six  royal  boroughs,  no  fewer  than  fifty- 
two  had  concurred  in  the  plan  of  reform  held  out  by  the  present 
bill,  and  forty  had  sent  delegates  to  Edinburgh,  to  fbrm  a  general 

convention 


Brought  forward        -      £.12S5B  U  7 

To  James  Thain                   ...                    400  0  0 

To  Miss  Campbell                             ...        250  0  0 

To  Miss  Wilsoii                    .                    «                    ^                     150  0  0 

To  Mrs.  Gordon         -                    .                    •                    .         100  0  0 


By  Robt  Dyce,  Wm.  Littlejohn,  and  James  Young,  lent  1250    0    0 

By  the  Master  of  Mortifications,  paid  in  part  «  125    0    0 


£.13758  14     7 


1375     0    0 


f. 12388  14'  7* 

•  The  foregoing  notes  have  been  taken  bota  the  preface  to  the  proceediogs  of  the  Burgesiet,  in  the  yean  1785»  et  9eq^ 
p.  42,  et  aeq. 
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A.D.  i79«.  obtain  which  they  had  fairly  and  openly  applied,  by  respectful  peti- 
tions, to  the  legislature.  On  the  4th  of  January,  Mr.  Sheridan,  in 
compliance  with  these  resolutions,  gave  notice  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that,  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the  recess,  he  would  present  the 
petitions,  which  were  then  expected  from  Scotland,  and  bring  for- 
ward a  motion,  founded  both  on  these,  and  on  the  various  ac- 
counts and  papers,  which  had  been,  at  different  times,  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  house,  respecting  the  proposed  reform.  Mn 
Sheridan  having,  on  the  11th  March,  presented  all  the  petitions,  noti- 
fied his  intention  of  bringing  forward  the  subject  on  Monday,  the 
25th ;  and,  accordingly,  on  that  day,  he  made  the  following  motion~- 
<<  That  the  several  petitions  presented  to  this  house,  in  this  session  of 
parliament,  from  the  royal  boroughs  in  Scotland,  together  with  the 
several  accounts  and  papers,  relating  to  the  internal  government  of 
the  said  royal  boroughs,  which  were  presented  to  this  house  in  the 
last  parliament,  should  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com-* 
mittee,  to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  to  report  the  same,  as 
it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  house.**  This  motion,  to  the  surprise 
of  many,  who  were  inimical  to  reform,  was  carried,  by  a  majority* 
The  committee*  was  thereupon  named,  alternately,  by  each  side  of 
the  house ;  and  the  question  put,  on  the  name  of  each  member,  in 
the  usual  manner. 

The  design  of  moving  for  a  select  committee  was  in  conformity 
to  the  direction  of  the  London  committee,  in  order  to  arrange  and 
digest  the  very  voluminous  papers  upon  the  table  of  the  house,  and 
Co  report  the  evidence  arising  from  them.    Although  that  commit- 
tee 


*  The  Committee  consisted  of  the  following  Members :-« 

Richard  B.  I%efidaii,  Esq.  W.  Henry  Lambton,  Esq.  William  Smithy  Esq. 

The  Hon.  Henry  Hobart  William  Wilberforce,  Esq.  John  Anstruthsr^  Esq. 

Charles  Orey»  Esq.  Samuel  Whitbread^  jun.  Esq.  J,  C.  Curwen^  Esq. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Soollaiid  J.  Sargent,  Esq.  Right  Hon.  Dudl^  Ryder 

Colonel  Mackod  Earl  Wycombe  WilUam  Adam,  Esq. 

The  Attorney  General  E%ht  Hon.  R.  B.  Jenkinson  Robert  Btnimj,  Esq. 

The  Hob.  M^or  Maitland  Laurence  Dmidas,  Esq.  M.  A.  Ti^lor,  Esq. 

The  Solicitor  Gea«ral  R.  Burdon,  Esq.  Alex.  AUttdyce^  Esq. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine  J.  R.  Burch,  Esq. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Momioftoti  Sir  Elijah  Impey 
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tee  was  ^ot  invested  with  power  to  call  for  papers,  persons,  and  re-  a,d.  ivj3, 
cords,  yet  this  disadvantage,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  more  than 
compensated  by  avoiding  the  delay  which  would  necessarily  have  at- 
tended the  examination  of  oral  testimony,  and  by  enabling  the  com- 
mittee to  present  their  report  to  the  house  in  such  time,  that  Mr. 
Sheridan  might,  during  the  session  of  parliament,  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  forward  a  bill  for  correcting  the  abuses  complained  of. 

The  examination,  however,  of  the  very  intricate  and  voluminous 
papers  which  were  produced,  was  attended  with  a  much  greater  de- 
gree of  labour,  and  consumed  much  more  time,  than  had  at  first  been 
expected.  Differences  of  opinion  arose,  in  the  committee  respecting 
particular  parts  of  the  evidence,  and  more  especially  certain  facts 
which  appeared  from  the  records  of  Aberdeen.  These  were  consi- 
dered to  be  of  so  much  importance,  both  by  the  burgesses,  and  by 
several  members  of  the  committee  of  convention,  that  they  were  re- 
solved to  procure  additional  extracts  from  the  records  of  that  bo- 
rough, to  be  transmitted  to  London,  without  delay ;  but  these  addi- 
tional extracts  did  not  arrive  in  London  till  towards  the  middle  of  May. 

Meanwhile,  the  London  committee  was  occupied  in  settling  the 
terms  of  the  report,  and  the  import  of  the  newly  produced  papers, 
which,  upon  a  fresh  motion,  were  also  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  house.  On  the  17th  June,  Mr.  Sheridan  presented  the  report, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the  consideration  of  the  mem- 
bers, during  the  recess  of  parliament.  Although  this  report  was  ne- 
cessarily confined  to  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts  which  appeared 
from  the  papers  produced,  without  argument  or  Reduction,  yet  it  es- 
tablished the  most  important  parts  of  the  allegations  in  the  petitions 
of  the  burgesses :— I.  The  uniform  right  of  election  inherent  in 
them,  according  to  their  most  ancient  laws,  and  to  their  charters. 
11.  The  destruction  of  that  right  by  the  present  system  of  govern- 
ment, in  the  royal  boroughs,  wherein  there  appears  nothing  uniform, 
except  the  principle  of  self-election,  by  which  men,  once  in  posses- 
sion of  power,  may  retain  it  for  ever,  in  direct  contradiction  to  those 
ancient  laws,  and  to  those  charters,  and  even  to  the  very  acts  of  par- 
liament, by  means  of  which  that  principle  of  self-election  appears  to 

u  u  2  *  have 
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A.D.  179S.  have  been  introduced.  III.  The  imposition  of  taxes^  without  the 
authority  of  parliament.  IV.  The  amount  of  the  annual  revenues  of 
the  royal  boroughs,  and  the  power  assumed  and  exercised  by  the 
magistracy,  of  contracting  debts,  disposing  of  the  common  revenueSt 
and  alienating  the  common  property  and  common  lands  of  royal  bo- 
roughs, at  their  pleasure ;  although  these  lands  and  revenues  appear 
to  have  been  granted  to  the  burgesses  at  large,  by  the  express  terms 
of  their  charters. 

On  the  15th  July,  the  London  committee  having  met,  and  taken 
under  their  consideration  the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  adopted  several  resolutions,*  expressive  of  their 

sentiments 


*  London,  July  15,  1795: 

'^Al  a  Meeting  of  the  London  Commiitee,  for  conducting  the  Reform  in  the  Internal  Government 
of  the  Royal  Boroughs  in  Scotland  : 

Andrew  Stirling,  Esq.  of  Dnimpellier,  in  the  Chair  r 

"  This  Committee  having  perused  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates 
firom  the  Burgesses  of  the  royal  IxMroughs,  holden  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  letters  received  from  the 
Secretary  and  Members  of  that  Committee,  and  from  the  Burgesses ;  and  having  likewise  carefully 
read  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  whom  the  petitions  and 
papers  presented  from  the  royal  boroughs  were  referred, 

'<  Resolved,  That  a  very  important  advantage  has  been  gained  in  favour  of  the  reform  of  the  m* 
.temal  government  of  the  royal  boroughs,  by  potting  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
journals  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 

"  Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  Report  <xf  the  Select  Committee,  printed  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Members,  shall  be  transmitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Convention,  at  Edinburgh. 

"  Resolved,  That,  as  the  Solicitor  for  the  Burgesses  expects,  in  a  very  few  days,  to  receive  a  num* 
ber  of  copies  of  that  Report,  for  which  he  has  obtained  an  order,  a  Sub*Committee  be  appointed,  to 
frame  a  Report  of  the  proceedings  in  this  business  during  the  last  sessions,  and  to  submit  the  same  to* 
this  Committee,  at  a  full  meeting,  on  Tuesday  next,  in  order  that  such  Report  maybe  transmitted  to 
Edinburgh,  along  with  the  printed  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Conmions. 

^'  Resolved,  That,  though  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
reference  made  by  the  House  of  Commons,  is  necessarily  confined  to  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts,' 
which  appear  from  the  papers  produced,  without  argument  or  deduction,  yet  that  the  Report  esta* 
bUshes  the  most  important  of  the  allegations  in  the  petitions,  viz. :— 1st.  The  uniform  right  of 
election  inherent  in  the  Burgesses,  according  to  their  most  ancient  kws,  and  to  their  charters.. 
8dly.  The  destruction  of  that  right  by  the  present  system  of  government  in  the  royal  boroughs, 
wherein  there  appears  nothing  uniform,  except  the  principle  of  self*electioD,  by  which  men,  once  m 
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sentiments  upon  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place  in  this  im«  A*D.  1798. 
portant  question ;  and,  in  conformity  to  their  resolutions  of  the  24th 
December,  they  firmly  determined,  by  aU  legal  and  constitutional 
means,  to  discharge  the  important  trust  committed  to  them  by  the  bur- 
gesses 


possession  of  power,  may  retain  it  for  ever,  in  direct  contradiction  to  those  ancient  laws,  and  to  Aosi^ 
charters,  and  even  to  the  very  acts  of  parliament  by  means  of  which  that  principle  of  self-dectioa 
appears  to  have  been  introduced.  8dly.  The  imposition  of  taxes,  without  the  authority  of  pariia* 
ment.  4thly.  The  amount  of  the  annual  revenues  of  the  royal  boroughs,  and  the  power  assumed 
and  exercised  by  the  magistracy,  of  contracting  debts,  disposing  of  the  common  revenues,  and 
alienating  the  common  property  and  common  lands  of  the  royal  boroughs,  at  their  pleasure,  although 
the  lands  and  revenues  appear  to  have  been  granted  to  the  Burgesses  at  large,  by  the  express  tenuf 
of  their  charters. 

''  RssoLVxn,  That  other  grievances  are  stated  by  the  Buigesses,  such  as  the  particular  instances  of 
the  misapi^cation  and  mismanagement  of  the  common  property  and  revenues ;  the  jobbing  of.  the 
public  works ;  the  amount  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  Magistrates,  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  Burgesses,  and  for  which  the  Burgesses,  in  one  shape  or  another,  are  ultimately  liable;  the  want 
of  a  jurisdiction  of  accounts;  the  neglect  of  police;  putiality  in  quartering  soldiers,  and  apportion* 
ing  the  cess;  the  refusing  the  Burgesses  access  to  the  accounts  and  records  of  the  boroughs;  and» 
above  all,  the  establishment  of  juntos  in  the  councils,  and  the  numerous  instances  of  certain  indivi* 
duals  or  families  having  continued  in  the  magistracy  for  a  long  tract  of  time.  These  grievances  did 
not,  in  general,  &11  within  the  returns  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Conunons,  and,  consequently^ 
could  not  form  any  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Sdect  Committee.  But  they  remain,  as  before,  the 
subject  of  oral  and  other  evidence;  and  the  Burgesses  are«  in  no  respect,  precluded  from  bringing 
such  evidence. 


"  Resolved,  That  the  want  of  a  jurisdiction  of  accounts  is  admitted  in  the  bill  brought  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland,  in  May,  1792 ;  and,  independent  of  tiiat 
admission,  is  established  by  the  final  judgments  of  the  supreme  courts  of  justice.  THat  the  esta* 
blishment  of  juntos  in  the  councils,  and  the  perpetuating  the  power  of  the  magistracy  in  particular 
iSunilies,  or  individuals,  by  means  of  the  present  system  of  self-election,  may  easily  be  proved  by  the 
members  of  xhe  town  councils  themselves,  and  their  delegates  to  parliament,  and  by  the  town-clerks, 
and  other  persons,  engaged  in  what  is  called  the  management  of  the  royal  boroughs.  The  same  is 
the  case  as  to  the  amount  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  magistracy.  Facts  of  such  complete  noto* 
riety  in  Scotland  cannot  fail  to  be  established  by  the  evidence  of  any  person  whatever,  who  is  inti* 
mately  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  royal  boroughs. 

''  Resolved,  That  this  Committee,  in  conformity  with  the  resolutiona  %£  the  24th  December  las^ 
are  firmly  determined,  by  all  legal  and  constitutional  means,  to  discharge  the  important  trust  com« 
mitted  to  them  by  the  Burgesses  of  Scotland. 

'^  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Convention,  at 
Edinburgh. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  Esq* 
M.E  in  the  Chair/' 
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A.D.  1795.  gesses  of  Scotland.  The  London  committee  afterwards  presented  to 
the  committee  of  convention,  at  Edinburgh,  their  report*  on  the 
whole  business,  in  a  very  full  and  distinct  manner,  which  was  after- 
wards published. 

In 


*  In  this  Report,  they,  among  other  matters,  stated,  '<  that  they  thought  it  unnecessary  to  enter 
Into  any  fbrther  consideration  of  that  Report,  than  they  have  done  m  their  minute  of  the  15th 
July.  In  that  minute,  the  particukr  all^ations  ^  the  petitions,  which  appear  to  this  Committee  to 
be  established  by  the  R^K>rt,  are  distinctly  stated,  and  the  Burgesses,  by  examining  the  printed 
copies  of  the  Report,  will  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  how  far  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  is 
well  founded.  The  Committee  have  likewise  stated  the  different  allegations  of  the  Burgesses,  which 
the  papers  produced  and  referred  to  the  Committee  were  insufficient  to  establish*  They  have 
pointed  out  what  appears  to  be  the  most  easy  mode  of  proving  those  allegations,  and  of  establishing 
particular  facts  stated  by  the  Burgesses  of  individual  boroughs.  The  Committee  is  persuaded,  that 
the  abstract  of  the  setts  annexed  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  is 
fiiirly  made  from  the  papers  produced  to  the  House;  but  several  Members  of  this  Committee  have 
opportunities  of  knowing,  that  the  setts  so  produced  are  not  all  of  them  the  setts  according  to 
which  the  elections  are,  at  present,  conducted;  and,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  this  observa« 
tion  to  the  attention  of  the  Burgesses,  in  examining  the  setts  of  the  particular  boroughs.  Several 
instances  of  this  &ct  might  be  mentioned;  but  this  Committee  will  confine  themselves  to  one,  in  the 
borough  of  Wick.  In  the  sett  produced,  it  is  said,  that  the  magistrates  were  to  be  chosen  by  the 
advice  of  the  Earl  of  Caithness ;  ''  but  now,  the  Earl  of  Caithness  not  concerning  himself  with  the 
provostrie,  the  town  has  been  in  the  use  to  choose  their  provost  and  baillies  by  die  plurality  of  the 
poll,  and  the  provost  and  baillies  to  nominate  seven  counseUors,"  &c  This  Committee,  however, 
know,  both  from  the  information  of  the  Burgesses  of  Wick,  and  otherwise,  that  the  successor  of  the 
F|arl  actually  exorcises,  and  has  even  extended  the  power  formerly  granted  to  the  jQunily  of 


''  In  addressing  the  Burgesses  of  the  royal  boroughs,  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  year  since  the  establish^ 
ment  of  the  London  Committee,  the  Members  of  that  Committee  cannot  but  congratulate  them- 
selves, and  the  people  of  Scotland  in  general,  on  the  success  which  has  attended  the  temperate  but 
persevering  efibrts  of  the  Burgesses,  displayed  in  the  measurea^they  have  adopted  for  obtaining  a 
reform  or  regulation  of  the  internal  government  of  the  royal  boroughs,  by  destroying  the  present 
pernicious  system  of  self-election,  and  restoring  the  rights  and  privileges  conferred  upon  the  Bur* 
gesses  by  their  most  ancient  laws,  and  by  their  charters^— a  reform  which  must  be  productive  of  the 
highest  public  advantage  to  the  national  spirit,  industry,  and  prosperi^  of  Scotland.  By  the  ap« 
pointment  of  the  Select  Committee,  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  the  Burgesses  have  gained  a 
point  that  had  been  contested,  with  the  utmost  pertinacity,  by  the  enemies  of  reform,  for  years  be* 
fore;  and  by  putting  the  Repwt  of  that  Committee  on  the  journals  of  the  Houae  of  Commims,  it 
appears  to  this  Committee,  that  they  have  established  the  existence  of  the  most  important  of  the 
grievances  of  which  they  complain,  while  they  are  in  no  respect  precluded  from  bringing  forward 
such  additional  evidence  as  they  may  think  proper.  Whether  Mr.  Sheridan  shall  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  remedy  of  those  abuses,  which  are  established  by  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Coimnittee,  or  shall  proceed  to  prove  the  other  grievances  stated  by  the  Burgesses,  at  the  b^;inning 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament,  will  fonn  a  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  Delegates,  at  the 
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In  the  meanwhile,  certain  political  associations,  under  the  deno-  A.D.  1794- 
tnination  of  the  Corresponding  Society^  and  the  Scottish  Convention^ 
had  been  instituted,  for  the  avowed  object  of  accomplishing  a  re« 
form  in  parliamentary  representation ;  but  to  those  societies  far 
deeper  and  more  dangerous  designs  were  ascribed.  Although  the 
independent  burgesses  of  Scotland  were  totally  unconnected  with 
these,  yet  the  principles  and  the  doctrines  which  they  propagated 
among  the  people,  joined  with  a  series  of  events  that  had  recently 
happened  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  compelled  the  burgesses, 
and  their  respectable  committees,  to  relinquish  what  had  been  so 
long  the  object  of  their  pursuits.  Those  who  were  most  zealous  in 
supporting  and  promoting  the  cause  of  reform  in  the  administration 
of  tiiie  boroughs,  now  judged  it  prudent  and  advisable  to  discontinue 
their  exertions,  until  the  disorders  which  perplexed  the  nation  should 
be  quieted,  and  peace  and  tranqtdllity  re-established. 

From  these  domestic  occurrences,  the  attention  of  the  people  was 
diverted,  about  this  time,  to  the  more  serious  and  important  affairs  of 
the  nation.  The  disorders  in  France  consequent  upon  the  revolu- 
tion in  the  government  of  that  kingdom,  had  involved  Britain  in  a 
war  with  the  French  nation,  which  continued,  with  a  short  cessation 
of  hostilities,  for  the  unparalleled  period  of  upwards  of  twenty-two 
years.  It  spread  its  fury  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and 
was  attended,  not  only  with  a  profusion  of  bloodshed  to  every  nation 
in  Europe,  but  with  an  enormous  expenditure,  and  an  increasing  load 
of  debt  to  Britain.  The  period,  however,  at  length,  arrived,  when  the 
gigantic  projects  of  the  rulers  of  France  were  completely  blasted, 
and  the  war  terminated  by  the  splendid  and  decisive  victory  obtained, 
upon  the  18th  of  June,  1815,  over  the  French,  by  the  British  arms, 
under  the  illustrious  general  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  battle 
of  Waterloo,  which  will  ever  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of  British 
history. 

In 
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ensuing  Conyention  ;  end  the  Convention  may  be  asgurei^  that  so  long  as  they  are  suppcHrted  by  thp 
general  voice  of  the  Burgesses  at  large^  this  Coxninittee  are  resolved,  with  inflexible  pefsevtianoe« 
and  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities,  to  discharge  the  trust  committed  to  their  care." 
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A.D.  1794.  In  the  beginning  of  this  -war,  an  invasion  of  Britain  was  often 
threatened  by  the  enemy ;  but  the  whole  country  was  soon  in  arms, 
fully  prepared  to  encounter  any  hostile  attack  that  might  have  been 
attempted.  The  citizens  of  Aberdeen  embraced  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity, in  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  government,  to 
form  an  association  to  serve  as  a  corps  of  volunteers,  for  internal  de- 
fence, to  the  number  of  400,  without  any  consideration  for  their  ser- 
vices, or  for  clothing.*  They  were  embodied,  under  the  requisite 
number  of  officers,  the  provost  of  Aberdeen  being  colonel  comman- 
dant, and  Thomas  Bannerman,  Esq.  lieutenant-colonel.  They  conti- 
nued to  serve,  with  the  greatest  zeal,  for  several  years,  and  were  the 
means  of  preserving  tranquillity  in  the  town.  (Jovernment,  after- 
wards, thought  it  proper  to  adopt  a  more  efficient  plan  of  calling  into 
action  the  services  of  every  individual  in  the  kingdom,  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  as  well  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  country,  as  to  be  in 
readiness  for  repelling  an  invasion  of  the  enemy,  if  that  should  be 
attempted.  Several  volunteer  corps  f  were  accordingly  raised  in 
Aberdeen,  composed  of  the  inhabitants,  of  different  ranks,  who  served 
for  a  small  allowance  of  pay  during  the  war.  Two  of  these  last 
mentioned  corps  were,  soon  after  being  embodied,  formed  into  a 
local  militia. 

1799.  While  the  burden  of  an  expensive  war  was  pressing  severely 
upon  the  country,  there  was  an  alarming  deficiency  in  the  crop  this 
year,  arising  from  a  bad  harvest,  which  was  unusually  late.  Although 
every  expedient  was  adopted  by  the  magistrates  to  provide  the  inha- 
bitants with  a  proper  supply  of  meal,  and  to  encourage  the  importa- 
tion of  that  article  into  the  town,  by  giving  liberal  bounties,  yet 

scarcity 


*  Their  dress  was  a  blue  coat^  white  fiidngs^  white  vest  and  breeches,  with  black  gaiters,  round 
hat  and  feather. 


t  One  corps,  about  800  strong,  called  the  Aberdeen  Ligki  Infantry  Foiunieers,  was  raised  and 
commanded  by  Alex.  Dauney,  LL.D.  Professor  of  Civil  Law,  King^s  College,  but  disbanded  in 
the  year  1801^  another,  of  the  same  number,  was  raised  by  Lieutenant*Colonel  William  Finlason; 
and  a  third  by  Alex.  Tower  of  Logie,  about  700  strong. 
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scarcity  prevailed  till  the  subsequent  harvest.  The  prices  of  every  a.d.  nvo. 
necessary  of  life  were,  by  consequence,  high  ;*  and  had  it  not  been 
for  considerable  importations  of  corn  from  the  continent,  famine 
would  have  been  inevitable.  But,  although  the  inhabitants  endured 
many  privations,  and  frequently  murmured  during  the  time  of 
scarcity,  yet  they  felt  no  serious  want,  and  the  subsequent  crop  was 
abundant. 

The  beginning  of  the  subsequent  year  was  remarkable  for  heavy  isoo. 
losses  sustained  by  owners  of  shipping  belonging  to  the  port.  Many 
vessels  were  destroyed  upon  the  coast,  by  a  tempestuous  storm, 
which  commenced  upon  the  second  day  of  January,  and  continued 
for  some  time.  No  fewer  than  100  seamen,  belonging  to  the  port, 
perished  by  shipwreck,  in  the  course  of  that  month ;  an  event  long 
remembered  by  the  citizens. 

In  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  king's  birth-day,  in  the  M02. 
usual  manner,  this  year,  a  very  distressing  occurrence  happened  in 
the  evening,  which  unhappily  led  to  the  loss  of  several  lives.  The 
officers  of  a  highland  regiment,  called  the  Ross  and  Cromarty  Rangers^ 
who  were  quartered  in  the  barracks,  and  had  lately  returned  from 
quelling  the  insurrection  in  Ireland,  had  been  invited,  by  the  magis* 
trates,  to  the  town-hall,  to  drink  his  Majesty's  health.  The  com- 
mander and  several  other  officers  attended,  in  consequence  of  the 
invitation,  but,  unfortunately,  they  indulged  too  freely  in  wine,  and 
were  soon  intoxicated.  On  their  return  from  the  town-house  to  the 
barracks,  they  were  observed  in  this  state  by  some  idle  and  disorderly 
boys,  who,  as  usual,  were  assembled  on  the  Castlegate,  amusing  them- 
selves with  throwing  squibs,  dirt,  and  garbage  at  each  other,  but,  in 
other  respects,  not  inclined  to  mischief,  nor  much  disposed  to  riot. 
These  boys  thought  proper  to  throw  some  of  the  garbage  at  the  offi- 
cers, and  in  that  manner  to  treat  them  as  they  had  done  some  of  the 
citizens,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon.  The  officers,  irritated  at 
this    indignity,    in    place    of    applying    to    any  respectable    citi- 

X  X  zen 


*  The  ordinary  pi 
potatoes,  L.2  Sb.  8d. 
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A.D.  IBM.  zen  for  assistance^  or  making  any  attempt  to  conciliate  the  good  will 
of  the  boys,  immediately  called  out  the  regiment  from  the  barracks, 
without  title  authority  or  the  presence  of  a  civil  magistrate,  with  a  view 
to  resent  the  fancied  insults  which  had  been  offered  to  them.  The 
consequence  of  this  was,  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  a  tumult  and  dis^ 
order  ensued,  and  the  populace  and  the  military  became  exasperated 
at  each  other.  The  soldiers,  set  free  from  discipline,  and  unre-* 
strained  by  their  officers,  repeatedly  fired,  with  ball  cartridge,  upon 
the  people  assembled  in  the  Castlegate,  four  of  whom  were  unfortu- 
nately killed,  and  many  severely  wounded.  The  magistrates  having, 
after  this  accident,  exerted  their  authority,  and  commanded  the  mi- 
litary to  retire,  the  soldiers  were  prevented  from  committing  further 
misdiief,  and  returned  to  their  barracks. 

As  this  atrocious  act  could  not  be  justified  by  any  provocation 
that  may  have  been  given  by  an  unarmed  populace,  it  naturally 
raised  a  considerable  degree^  of  ferment  in  the  public  mind.  The 
people  being  now  inflamed,  by  the  unprovoked  outrage  of  the  mili- 
tary, denounced  their  vengeance  on  the  regiment ;  and,  to  avert  fur- 
ther disorder,  it  was  judged  prudent  to  march  it  from  the  town,  with- 
out delay. 

Meanwhile,  some  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who  were  mdSt 
deeply  implicated  in  this  unfortunate  affair.  Were  apprehended,  aikl 
detained  in  confinement,  in  consequence  of  a  warrant  which  bad  been 
issued  by  the  magistrates,  on  a  charge  of  wilful  murder.  An  inved^ 
tigation  having  been  madey  in  the  usual  manner,  by  examining  the 
persons  accused,  as  weU  as  a  number  of  witnesses,  who  were  on  the 
street  at  the  time  the  melancholy  catastrophe  had  hi^pened,  thd  prd^ 
ceedings  were  reported,  by  the  magistrates,  to  the  crown  agent  at 
Edinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  being  submitted  to  the  consie^fStiOA 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland.  But  his  Lord^ip,  for  reasons 
best  known  to  himself,  thought  proper  to  direct  the  prisoners  to  be 
transmitted  to  Edinbur^  and,  abenit  two  months  afterwards,  to  iig« 
nify,  by  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  that,  after 
considering  the  precognition,  he  had  determined  not  to  prosecute 
any  of  the  persons  in  custody,  and  had  consented  to  their  being  li- 

berated, 
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berated,  on  bail.     They  were  accordingly  restored  to  liberty,  on  a.d.  isoi. 
finding  security  to  stand  trial,  when  called  upon,  at  any  time  within 
six  months. 

These  circumstances  could  not  fail  to  agitate  the  public  mind, 
and  to  excite  the  discontent  of  the  people,  who,  not  without  reason, 
thought,  that,  as  the  lives  of  so  many  citizens  had  been  lost,  by  the 
culpable  conduct  of  the  military,  a  public  trial  was  indispensibly  ne- 
cessary for  the  sake  of  public  justice,  whatever  might  be  its  result. 
In  this  situation  of  matters,  it  was  resolved,  by  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal citizens,  to  bring  the  guilty  persons  before  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  carry  on  the  prosecution,  in  the  names  of  the  parents  of 
those  who  had  been  killed ;  and  to  defray  the  necessary  charges,  at- 
tending the  prosecution,  by  voluntary  subscription.  Accordingly, 
after  the  ordinary  preparatory  steps  had  been  taken,  the  trial  of  three 
of  the  officers  and  two  Serjeants,  who  appeared  to  have  been  most 
culpable,  commenced,  in  the  high  court  of  justiciary,  at  Edinburgh, 
on  the  6th  January,  and  continued  for  several  days  ;  the  result  was,  1803. 
that  the  jury  found  two  of  the  officers  not  guilty^  and  the  libel,  so 
far  as  it  concerned  the  two  Serjeants,  not  proven.  Ensign  John 
Lanigan,  the  other  officer,  having  judged  it  prudent  to  abscond  on 
the  day  of  the  trial,  was  out-lawed  for  non-appearance. 

This  unexpected  result  was  greatly  displeasing  to  the  citizens, 
nor  could  it  fail  to  mortify  them  exceedingly.  What  added  still 
more  to  their  vexation,  they  found  themselves  involved  in  an  enor- 
mous expense  to  lawyers,  agents,  and  their  retainers,  at  Edinburgh, 
to  which  the  voluntary  subscriptions  were,  by  no  means,  adequate. 
This  expense  exceeded  L.900  steriing,  exclusive  of  the  personal 
charges  of  many  of  the  witnesses,  who,  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case,  declined  to  make  any  demand,  although 
they  were  put  to  much  inconvenience  by  the  long  journey,  and  se- 
veral of  them  suffered  by  the  inclemency  of  the  season. 

Notwithstanding  the  protracted  war,  the  shipping  of  Aberdeen,  1809. 
both  in  number  and  in  tonnage,  had  greatly  increased,  and  its  com- 
merce and  manufactures  had  become  more  extensive.    These  cir- 

X  X  2  cumstances 


S40  AKKALS   OF    ABERDEEK. 

A.D.  1809.  cumstances  induced  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  about  thii» 
time,  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbour, 
which  was  now  found  to  be  very  incommodious.  The  obstructions 
of  the  bar  were  evidently  detrimental  to  vessels  resorting  to  the  port. 
That  it  was  unfit  to  receive  vessels  drawing  any  great  depth  of  water 
was  apparent ;  and,  being  a  tide  harbour,  vessels  sheathed  with  pop- 
per could  not  lie  in  it  with  safety.  To  obviate  these  inconveni- 
ences, the  magistrates  had,  some  years  previously,  resolved  to  make 
considerable  alterations  upon  it,  and,  with  that  view,  thought  it  pru- 
dent, as  a  preparatory  step,  to  apply  to  Mr.  John  Eennie,  civil  engi- 
neer, for  his  opinion  upon  the  subject ;  at  the  same  time,  requesting 
him  to  furnish  them  with  a  proper  plan  for  ameliorating,  in  the 
best  manner,  the  condition  of  the  harbour.  He  accordingly  made  a 
minute  survey  of  it,  and  proposed  the  construction  of  wet  docks,  at 
a  distance  from  the  tideway,  and  certain  other  improvements,  which 
he  delineated  upon  a  plan,  afterwards  given  in  to  the  magistrates. 
But,  owing  to  various  circumstances,  this  plan  was  relinquished, 
and  the  proposed  improvements  were  abandoned,  for  a  time. 
About  this  period,  however,  the  magistrates  thought  it  proper  to 
consult  Mr.  Thomas  Telford,  civil  engineer,  upon  the  propriety  of 
constructing  wet  docks,  and  other  matters  regarding  the  harbour^ 
and  his  opinion  was  to  regulate  their  future  operations.  Mr.  Telford, 
with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Jessop,  who  was  eminent  for  his  knowledge  in 
such  matters,  recommended  the  extension  of  the  north  pier,  the  con- 
struction of  a  tide  lock  near  the  village  of  Futtie,  the  formation  of  the 
whole  area  of  the  harbour,  from  the  lock  to  the  fish-market,  into  a  ba- 
son, with  graving  docks  at  its  extremity ;  which  works,  it  was  sup- 
posed, could  be  accomplished  without  much  difficulty,  although  they 
would  necessarily  be  attended  with  considerable  expense.  This  plan 
met  with  the  approbation  of  the  magistrates,  who,  in  the  beginning  of 
1810.  this  year,  prepared  a  bill  to  be  presented  to  parliament^  for  obtaining 
an  act  authorising  them  to  execute  the  works,  and  for  enabling  them 
to  raise  the  ways  and  means  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  undertak- 
ing. This  project,  however,  excited  considerable  opposition  from 
many  respectable  citizens  and  ship-owners,  who  strongly  remon- 
strated against  it,  as  being  pregnant  with  ruin  and  destruction  to  the 

harbour. 
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harbour.  On  the  other  hand,  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  con-  a.d.  rsio. 
curred  with  the  magistrates  in  supporting  a  measure  which,  they 
thought,  would  be  attended  with  beneficial  consequences  to  the  town. 
The  bill,  when  brought  into  parliament,  was  warmly  opposed  by 
those  who  disapproved  of  Mr.  Telford's  plan  ;  the  press  teemed,  for 
some  time,  with  publications,  both  for  and  against  it ;  and  the  com- 
munity continued  to  be  nearly  divided  upon  the  subject.  The  bill, 
however,  was  passed,  after  a  variety  of  opinions  had  been  given  upon 
it  by  scientific  men,  whose  evidence,  on  both  sides  of  this  important 
question,  was  brought  forward,  before  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

When  the  act  had  been  obtained,  many  of  those  who  had  given  it 
their  concurrence  voluntarily  came  forward,  and  subscribed  money, 
by  way  of  loan,  to  enable  the  magistrates  to  carry  the  intended  im- 
provements into  execution,  which  circumstance  some  of  them  have 
since  had  cause  to  regret.  The  sums  which  were  subscribed  amounted 
to  IJ.5O9OOO  sterling;  great  part  of  which  was  afterwards  advanced.  But 
this  sum  was  far  short  of  the  expenditure  upon  the  works  of  the  har- 
bour ;  and  we  lament  to  have  occasion  to  state,  that,  however  well  these 
improvements  may  have  been  intended,  subsequent  events  have,  by  no 
means,  justified  the  design.  The  extension  of  the  north  pier,  and  the 
erection  of  the  quays  in  the  interior  of  the  harbour,  have,  no  doubt, 
been  accomplished;  some  obstructions  upon  the  bar, and  in  the  tideway, 
have  been  removed ;  a  stone  jetty,  or  breakwater,  has  been  formed 
towards  the  sea ;  and  a  good  deal  of  property  has  been  purchased  in 
the  village  of  Futtie ;  but  neither  the  tide  lock,  bason,  nor  graving 
docks,  which  were  considered  to  be  the  grand  and  primary  objects  of 
the  plan,  and  most  essential  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbour, 
have  been  executed,  nor  has  any  thing  been  done  in  these  branches 
of  the  work,  although  a  period  of  seven  years  has  elapsed.  In  the 
meantime,  a  debt  of  upwards  of  L.  120,000  sterling  has  been  incur- 
red, which  will  not  be  liquidated  for  many  years,  even  although  the 
present  duties  which  are  leviable  upon  imports  and  exports  should 
continue  to  be  productive. 

On  the  first  of  April,  this  year,  a  melancholy  calamity  happened  1813. 
at  this  place,  which  was  attended  with  peculiar  circumstances  of  dis- 
tress. 
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A.D.  181S.  tress.  After  a  continuance  of  mild  weather,  an  unexpected  and  vio- 
lent tempest  came  on  from  the  south-east,  accompanied  with  a  heavy 
fall  of  snow,  hut  soon  afterwards  shifted  to  the  northeast.  At  this 
critical  moment,  five  oS  the  whale  fishing  ships  belonging  to  the 
port,  namely  the  Herctdes^  Laionoj  Middleton^  St.  Andrew^  and  Oscar, 
Captain  Innes,  which  had  all  sailed  early  in  the  morning,  with  a  fair 
wind,  and  the  sea  perfectly  calm,  were  riding  at  anchor  in  the  bay, 
dreading  no  misfortune.  The  weather  becoming  unsettled,  and  having 
the  appearance  of  an  impending  storm,  the  SL  Andrew  and  Oscar,  to 
avoid  approaching  danger,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  weighed 
anchor,  and  put  to  sea.  A  boat  from  the  latter  having  gone  ashore, 
for  some  of  t)ie  crew,  who  were  absent,  that  vessel  put  about,  stood 
into  the  bay,  and  succeeded  in  getting  the  last  of  her  hands  on 
board.  By  this  time  she  was  far  inshore,  and  a  fatal  calm,  with  a 
heavy  rolling  sea,  and  strong  flodd  tide  coming  on,  rendered  it  imprac- 
ticable for  her  to  clear  the  Girdle-ness,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  south 
of  the  entry  to  the  harbour.  The  ship  continuing  to  fall  to  the  lee- 
ward, was  again  necessitated  to  bring  up  in  the  face  of  the  rocky 
shore  within  the  ness.  Soon  afterwards,  by  the  violence  of  the  gale 
which  sprung  up  from  north-east,  with  thick  snow,  her  situation  was 
become  perilous  in  the  extreme,  and  filled  the  minds  of  the  people 
who  were  spectators  on  shore  with  the  greatest  consternation.  About 
half  past  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.  the  ship,  after  dragging  her  anchori 
was  seen  to  drive  ashore  in  the  Greyhope,  near  the  Short-ness. 
•  Many  people  now  crowded  to  the  shore,  in  order  to  render  what  as« 
sistance  might  be'  in  their  power  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers ;  but 
the  heart-rending  scene  which  now  presented  itself  made  it  too  ap- 
parent that  all  human  efforts  for  preservation  of  the  ship,  or  any  of 
the  crew,  must  be  unavailing.  She  lay  on  a  large  reef  of  rocks,  and, 
from  the  tremendous  sea,  which  overwhelmed  the  vessel,  she 
now  appeared  to  be  breaking  up.  At  this  instant,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  the  crew  to  form  a  sort  of  bridge  to  the  nearest  rocks^ 
by  cutting  away  the  main-mast,  but  it  unfortunately  fell  alongside 
the  ship,  instead  of  towards  the  shore,  as  they  had  fondly  expected. 
Many  of  the  men  who  had  clung  to  the  rigging  were  now,  by  the 
falUng  of  the  fore  and  mizen  masts,  plunged  into  the  deep,  and  disap- 
peared, to  rise  no  more ;  and  most  of  the  remainder  of  the  crew, 

having 
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having  nothing  to  lay  h^ld  of,  were  swept  from  the  vessel,  and  suf-  a.d.  ibis. 
fered  a  similar  fate.  Others,  who  attempted  to  regain  the  land  by 
swimming,  were  carried  off  by  the  heavy  surf,  or  bof  ne  down  by  the 
floating  wreck,  with  Which  they  were  surrounded.  The  forecastle  of 
the  ship  still  remaining  above  water,  five  men  were  observed  upon  it, 
one  of  whom  was  Captain  Innes,  who  was  distinctly  seen,  making  sig-« 
nals  for  that  assistanjce  which  it  was  impossible  to  afford  him ;  and, 
after  clinging  for  sometime  to  the  wreck,  and  struggling  hard  for  life, 
they  all  shared  the  fate  of  their  imfortunate  companions^  the  whole 
having  gone  to  pieces.  About  the  Same  time,  the  first  mate  and  one 
of  the  seamen  were,  with  difficulty,  saved  $  being,  out  of  a  crew  of 
forty- four,  the  only  survivors  of  this  sad  catastrophe. 

The  vessel  having  been  thus  destroyed,  little  of  her  wreck  was 
saved ;  and  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Owners  was  estimated  at  L,  10,000 
sterling.  She  had  been  recently  repaired,  and  was  completely  equip- 
ped for  the  voyage.  The  bodies  of  Captain  Inhes,  and  thirty-seven 
of  the  crew,  were,  some  days  afterwards,  cast  on  shore,  and  decently 
interred  by  their  weeping  relatives. 

The  dtizens  of  all  ranks,  not  satisfied  with  unavailing  expressions 
of  sympathy,  immediately  opened  a  subscription,  for  pecuniary  aid 
to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  the  wives  and  families  of  the  suffeters  ill 
this  calamity.  The  sum  of  L.  1200,  and  upwards,  was  speedily  raised 
in  this  manner,  and  distributed  among  them,  according  to  their  re- 
spective situations. 

In  this  storm,  the  8t  Andrew^  Which  rode  about  a  cable's  length  to 
the  windward  of  the  Oicarj  cut  from  both  het  anchors^  in  the  face  of 
the  rocks  which  had  proved  so  fatal,  and  fortlmately  got  under  weigh, 
weathered  the  tremeAdoui^  storm,  and  gained  the  port,  after  she  had 
been  every  moment  expected  to  be  driven  on  shore.  The  Hercuksj 
in  attemptmg  to  take  the  harbour,  knocked  off  her  rudder,  to  the 
northward  of  the  pier,  and  was  forced  on  shore  upon  the  sandy  beach. 
Fcxrtunately  none  of  the  crew  were  lost,  and  the  vesi^l,  when  the 
storm  abated,  was  got  off,  without  suffering  any  material  dami^e, 
and  proceeded  on  her  intended  voyage. 

In 
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A.D.  1815.  In  the  month  of  January,  of  the  present  year,  several  other  melan- 
choly shipwrecks  happened  at  this  place,  which  were  accompanied  with 
circumstances  of  unparalleled  distress.  On  Thursday,  the  26th,  after  a 
continuance,  for  some  time,  of  intense  frost,  a  thaw  commenced,  with 
a  gale  from  east-south-east,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  and  on 
Friday  morning,  increased  to  a  tempest,  and  occasioned  a  tremendous 
sea.  On  Friday  forenoon,  the  brig  Ccdedonia^  and  schooner  Provi- 
dencey  both  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  appeared,  standing  to  the  south- 
ward, but,  from  the  strong  flood  tide,  were  carried  near  the  Girdle- 
ness,  when  it  became  evident  that  their  situation  was  critical  and  pe- 
rilous, in  the  extreme.  The  brig  wore  about,  stood  for  the  harbour, 
and,  for  some  time,  a  hope  was  entertained  of  her  being  able  to  gain 
the  port  in  safety ;  but  this  was  unhappily  frustrated  by  the  awful 
catastrophe  which  soon  followed,  for,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  vessel,  in 
holding  to  the  northward,  was  struck,  on  the  broadside,  by  a  tremen- 
dous wave,  which,  breaking  over  her  as  high  as  the  tops,  threw  her  on 
her  broadside,  with  the  topsails  in  the  water.  After  continuing  in 
this  deplorable  situation  for  some  time,  the  vessel  again  righted, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  the  sails  were  lacerated,  and  flying  loose, 
owing  to  the  sheets  having  given  way.  She  was  now  no  longer  ma- 
nageable, and  a  succeeding  wave  completely  overwhelmed  her,  and 
all  on  board  perished,  to  the  number  of  six  or  seven,  who  composed 
hfer  crew. 

The  schooner,  having  got  to  the  southward  of  the  ness,  was,  by  a 
signal  from  the  shore,  directed  to  the  bay  of  Nigg,  as  affording  the 
only  remaining  chance  of  saving  the  crew ;  but,  in  making  for  this 
place,  the  seamen  betook  themselves  to  the  rigging,  from  which  three 
of  them  were  successively  washed,  and  immediately  perished.  The 
vessel  having  struck.  Captain  Findlay,  the  master,  with  the  utmost 
difficulty,  reached  the  shore,  by  clinging  to  the  main  boom,  and  was 
conveyed,  in  a  very  exhausted  state,  to  the  manse  of  Nigg,  where  he 
experienced,  from  Dr.  Cruden,  the  benevolent  clergyman  of  the  pa- 
rish, every  attention  and  comfort  which  his  unfortunate  condition 
required. 

Amidst  these  afflicting  scenes,  which  filled  the  minds  of  the 
numerous  spectators  on  shore  with  the  most  painful  emotions,  the 
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Thames  smack,  of  Aberdeen,  from  London,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  a.d.  1815. 
goods  on  board,  appeared,  under  circumstances  of  distress  similar 
to  the  former,  and  was  making  for  the  harbour,  with  a  favourable 
prospect  of  gaining  it,  until  one  of  those  tremendous  seas  with 
which  she  was  surrounded  laid  her  on  her  beam  ends,  and  her  mast 
nearly  in  the  waten  After  remaining  in  this  perilous  situation  for 
some  time,  she  righted,  but  her  sails  and  sheets  being  lacerated,  she 
was  now  rendered  unnavigable,  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  and  her 
fate  became  inevitable.  She  struck  among  the  rocks  in  the  Grey- 
hope,  near  the  fatal  spot  where  the  Oscar  had  been  destroyed.  The 
crew,  consisting  of  nine  persons,  with  two  passengers  on  board, 
perished ;  and  the  ship  hecame  a  wreck. 

The  gale  continued,  with  unabated  fury,  during  the  whole  of 
Friday,  and  the  subsequent  Saturday  and  Sunday.  In  the  morning 
of  the  last  of  these  days,  the  Thetis  smack,  from  London,  and  a 
Danish  galliot,  from  North  Bergen,  bound  for  Bilboa,  with  iish,  oil, 
&c.  were  seen  in  the  ofling.  The  Thetis^  by  uncommon  dexterity 
in  navigating  her,  fortunately  made  the  harbour  in  safety,  through 
tremendous  breakers;  but  the  galliot,  although  she  followed  the 
same  course  as  directly  as  her  exhausted  crew  could  guide  her,  was 
unfortunately  struck  on  the  beam  by  a  heavy  sea,  whereby  she  was 
dashed  among  the  ruins  of  the  north  pier  head,  which  had  been 
partly  thrown  down  by  the  recent  gales.  One  of  the  crew,  in  at- 
tempting to  gain  the  pier,  was  crushed  to  death  by  the  vessel,  which 
having  soon  after  parted,  was  driven  into  the  harbour  in  a  shattered 
condition. 

Since  the  memorable  storm,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1800, 
with  the  exception  of  the  melancholy  catastrophe  of  the  Oscar^  no 
calamity,  so  extensive  and  fatal  to  Aberdeen,  either  with  respect  to 
the  number  of  lives  that  were  lost,  or  to  the  value  of  property  de- 
stroyed, had  occurred  at  that  place. 

The  humanity  and  benevolence  of  the  public  in  general,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  vicinity  in  particular,  never  were,  at  any 
period,  exerted  so  much  as  upon  the  present  occasion,  to  alleviate  the 
distresses  of  the  widows  and  families  of  those  who  had  unhappily 
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A.D.  1815.  suffered.  Upwards  of  L.2000  were  raised  by  voluntary  subscription^ 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  of  the  citizens,  as  a  fund  for 
a  permanent  relief  to  those  who  were  connected  with  the  sufferers  in 
these  shipwrecks,  as  well  as  to  others  who  might  afterwards  be  in  a 
similar  situation  of  distress. 

1816.  On  Tuesday  the  13th  of  August,  of  the  present  year,  a  shock  of 
an  earthquake  was  distinctly  felt  in  the  various  quarters  of  this  town^ 
and  in  the  neighbourhood.  This  awful  visitation  took  place  at  four 
minutes  before  eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  continued  nearly 
six  seconds.  The  undulation  seemed  to  come  from  S.S.E.  and  was 
simultaneously  felt,  to  the  distance  of  some  miles,  in  the  direction 
of  N.  N.  W.  The  houses,  in  many  parts  of  the  town,  were  shaken  to 
their  foundations,  the  heaviest  articles  of  furniture  in  them  were 
moved;  and  a  rumbling  noise  was  heard,  as  if  some  heavy  body  was 
rolling  along  their  roofs.  In  many  of  them,  the  bells  were  set  a  ring- 
ing, and  the  agitation  of  the  wires  continued  visible  for  some  time 
after  the  cessation  of  the  shock.  In  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
afterwards,  another,  but  slighter  shock,  was  distinctly  felt.  The  air, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  night,  was  mild  and  serene,  with  clear 
moonlight ;  and  the  only  extraordinary  appearance,  after  the  shocks, 
was  that  of  a  thin  whitish  vapour,  settling  on  the  surrounding  hills. 
Fortunately,  although  it  created  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm 
among  the  inhabitants,  no  damage  was  occasioned  to  any  of  the  build«* 
ings  in  the  town.  This  is  the  only  instance  of  any  shock  of  an  earth- 
quake having  been  felt  in  this  quarter  since  the  8th  of  September, 
1608,  when  an  incident  of  the  same  nature  occurred,  and  seemed  to 
have  been  attended  with  similar  effects. 


1817.  We  have  now  traced  the  main  object  of  our  inquiries  from  a  re- 
mote period,  through  a  series  of  successive  ages,  and  through  many 
vicissitudes  of  fortune,  which  spares  neither  man,  nor  any  of  his  un- 
dertakings. During  the  course  of  several  centuries,  Aberdeen  has 
been  found  to  have  supported  a  distinguished  part  in  the  great  scale 
of  political  society,  and  to  have  experienced  its  full  share  of  those  ca- 
lamities and  distresses,  to  which  the  country,  in  the  times  of  anarchy 

and 
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and  disorderi  was  frequently  exposed;  while  its  citizens  have  been  A.D.  isi: 
characterized  by  their  independence,  and  distinguished  for  their  zeal 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  town  and  community.  It  is,  there- 
fore, with  deep  concern,  that  we  are  compelled,  at  this  stage  of  our 
narrative,  to  announce  an  embarrassment  of  the  affairs  of  the  treasury 
of  Aberdeen.  In  order  to  account  for  this  unprecedented  circum- 
stance, and  to  form  a  just  conception  of  the  various  causes  that  have 
led  to  it,  it  behoves  us  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  public  affairs 
of  the  town  for  some  years  previous  to  this  unfortunate  occurrence. 

While  the  nation  was  engaged  in  the  late  tedious  war,  Aberdeen 
enjoyed  peace  and  tranquillity  at  home.  Its  shipping,  commerce,  and 
manufactures,  had  gradually  increased,  far  beyond  expectation  ;  and 
from  these  sources,  as  well  as  from  the  produce  of  the  county,  an  influx 
of  wealth  soon  became  manifest,  and  elated  the  minds  of  the  people. 
These  circumstances  naturally  excited  a  spirit  of  exertion,  not  only 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  every  branch  of  business,  and  local  im- 
provements began  to  be  an  object  of  general  attention.  The  ap* 
preaches  to  the  central  parts  of  the  town,  both  from  the  south  and 
north,  had  long  been  a  subject  of  complaint,  as  being  narrow,  indirect, 
and  incommodious  ;  and  the  buildings  were  crowded,  and  confined. 
To  obviate  these  inconveniences,  it  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Charles 
Abercrombie,  a  surveyor  of  eminence,  who  had  planned  the  turnpike 
roads  of  the  county,  to  open  a  street  from  the  west  end  of  the  Castle- 
gate,  through  Saint  Eatharine!s  hill,  over  the  Denbum,  and,  by 
means  of  a  bridge,  to  form  a  communication  with  the  extensive  plain 
on  the  west  of  the  town.  This  scheme,  which  was  highly  approved 
of  by  many  citizens  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  Aberdeen,  was 
first  publicly  introduced  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the 
turnpike  roads  of  the  county,  held  upon  the  SOth  of  April,  1796,  and 
recommended  by  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  magistrates. 
AVhen  Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan,  and  minutes  of  the  county  meeting, 
were  laid  before  the  town  council,  upon  the  29th  of  July,  of  the  same 
year,  they  appear  to  have  been  averse  to  embark  in  so  serious  an  un- 
dertaking ;  for,  although  the  scheme  might  possess  advantages  very 
desirable  to  be  obtained,  they  thought  that  the  great  expense  which 
would  necessarily  attend  its  execution,  particularly  the  purchase  of 
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A.D.  1817.  private  property,  was  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  it.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  they  expressed  themselves  ready  to  accede  to  any 
plan  which  could  be  devised  for  obtaining,  on  reasonable  terms,  a 
commodious  approach  to  the  town.  They  accordingly  passed  an  act, 
by  which  they  recommended  to  the  magistrates  to  meet  and  hold  a 
conference  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  upon  the  subject.  Va- 
rious meetings  were  accordingly  held,  but  some  considerable  time 
elapsed  before  any  thing  material  was  done. 

Meanwhile  the  projected  improvement  had  engrossed  the  general 
attention  of  the  citizens,  and  would  seem  to  have  been  often  under 
the  consideration  of  the  magistrates,  who,  in  the  view  of  such  an  un- 
dertaking  being  sooner  or  later  accomplished,  had  authorised  the 
purchase  of  some  property  in  the  line  of  the  proposed  street  to  the 
south.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1799,  matters  appear  to  have 
been  so  far  brought  to  maturity,  that  the  council  had  acquiesced  in 
Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan  being  adopted  and  carried  into  execution^ 
provided  it  should  meet  the  approbation  and  concurrence  of  the  citi«- 
zens  at  large.  The  magistrates  accordingly  embraced  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  adopting  proper  measures  to  obtain  tliis,  in  a  consti- 
tutional manner. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  of  the  same  year,  a  general  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  election  of  commissioners 
under  the  act  for  paving  and  lighting  the  public  streets,  &c.  having 
assembled,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the  expediency  of 
augmenting  the  rate  of  assessment,  the  late  Thomas  Leys,  Esq.  of 
Glasgoforest,  attended,  as  chief  magistrate  of  Aberdeen,  and  intro- 
duced to  the  meeting  an  overture  regarding  the  proposed  improve- 
ment, which  had  by  this  time  become  familiar  to  the  public  mind. 
The  citizens  assembled  on  this  occasion  not  only  approved  the 
plan,  but  immediately,  nominated  a  numerous  committee,  for  taking 
under  their  consideration  "  what  roads  and  streets  it  might  be  requi- 
site to  alter  or  enlarge,  and  what  new  ones  it  might  be  proper  to 
open."  At  the  same  time,  it  was  recommended  to  them  to  procure 
plans  and  estimates  of  the  expense,  and  to  report  the  proceedings  to 
a  subsequent  meeting.     This  they  accordingly  did  upon  the  first  of 

July, 
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July,  on  which  day  a  numerous.body  of  the  citizens  attended.  The  a.d.  1817. 
committee,  in  their  report,  expressed  their  opinion  "  that  two  new 
streets,  one  from  the  south,  and  another  from  the  north,  should  be 
opened,  according  to  Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan ;  and  that  these  streets 
would  not  only  be  most  commodious  for  the  public,  but  would  be 
more  adapted  for  extending,  opening  up,  and  beautifying  the  town, 
than  any  other  line  of  road  that  had  yet  been  suggested ;  while  there 
was  every  reason  to  expect  that  this  improvement  might  be  obtained 
without  ultimately  burdening  the  citizens  with  the  expense."  This 
report  being  approved,  the  meeting  resolved  that  the  same  should 
be  printed,  and  dispersed  among  the  inhabitants ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  committee,  whose  powers  were  continued,  to  proceed 
to  carry  into  execution  what  had  been  thus  cordially  agreed  to. 

As  matters  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  community,  it  was  only 
incumbent  on  the  chief  magistrate  to  report  the  proceedings  to  his 
colleagues  in  the  magistracy.  This  he  accordingly  did  upon  the 
SI  St  of  the  subsequent  month  of  August ;  and  the  whole  was  sanc- 
tioned by  an  act  of  council. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  the  committee,  formerly  noticed,  pre- 
sented to  another  meeting  of  the  citizens,  assembled  for  the  purpose^ 
their  second  report,  which  stated,  ^  that,  in  a  work  of  this  kind^ 
where  no  tax  whatever  was  proposed  to  be  raised,  a  temporary  ad- 
vance of  a  large  sum  of  money  would  be  necessary ;  and,  being  satis- 
fied that  the  undertaking  would  ultimately  answer  its  own  purposes, 
and  reimburse  the  advances,  they  were  of  opinion,  that  the  most 
proper  mode  of  raising  the  money  would  be  for  the  council  to  inter- 
pose the  credit  of  the  community;  and  that  it  should  be  recom- 
mended to  that  body  to  do  so,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament ;"  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  having  been  presented 
along  with  the  report.  The  meeting  approved  not  only  of  the  re- 
port, but  of  the  recommendation  suggested,  and  of  the  draught  of  the 
bill ;  and  requested  the  lord  provost,  who  was  preses  of  the  meeting, 
to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  submitting  the  proceedings  to  the 
consideration  of  the  council,  "  with  the  unanimous  and  earnest  re- 
quest 
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A.D.  1817.  quest  of  the  meeting  that  they  would  take  the  proper  measures  for 
carrying  the  same  forthwith  into  effect." 

In  compliance  with  that  request,  the  whole  proceedings  were  re- 
ported to  the  council  upon  the  18th  of  September,  and  met  their  ap- 
probation, in  the  same  manner  as  the  former  resolutions  had  done. 
As  the  annual  change  of  magistrates,  however,  was  to  take  place  in 
a  few  days,  an  act  of  council  was  passed,  only  recommending  to  their 
successors  to  take  the  matter  under  their  consideration  as  early  as 
possible. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  this  momentous  affair,  when  John  Ding- 
wall, Esq.  of  Ardo  succeeded  to  the  office  of  provost^  at  Michaelmas^ 
1799.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  council,  subsequent  to  the 
election,  an  act  was  passed  upon  the  28th  of  September,  by  which 
they  expressed  their  concurrence,  with  their  predecessors  in  office,  as 
to  the  expediency  of  the  plan  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  citi- 
zens. They  also  resolved  to  afford  every  assistance  in  their  power  to 
promote  its  execution,  and  particularly  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the 
community,  for  raising  money  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  undertaking.  At  the  same  time,  they  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, invested  with  power  to  take  such  measures  as  they  might 
deem  expedient  for  accomplishing  the  object  in  view;  and  directed  the 
proposed  bill  for  an  act  of  parliament,  along  with  the  minutes  of  the 
general  meeting,  to  be  printed,  and  dispersed  among  the  citizens. 

The  committee  so  appointed  made  such  progress  in  the  business, 
that,  in  the  subsequent  session  of  parliament,  an  act  was  obtained, 
authorising  the  town  council,  and  certain  other  persons  therein 
named,  as  trustees,  to  purchase  properties  in  the  lines  of  the  intended 
streets,  and  to  open  them,  according  to  the  plan  which  had  been 
adopted.  As  all  these  proceedings  are  fnlly  detailed  both  in  the  re- 
solutions of  the  general  meetings  of  the  citizens,  and  in  the  minutes 
of  the  council,  we  shall  refer  to  extracts  of  these  in  the  Appendix,  in 
which  will  also  be  found  a  copy  of  the  act  of  parliament. 

When  this  act  had  been"  obtained,  Mr.  Dingwall,  and  his  col- 
leagues in  the  council,  who  were  the  acting  trustees,  entered  upon  its 

»  execution 
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execution  with  great  zeal;  and, their  exertions,  having  every  pros-  A.D.  i^ir. 
pect  of  success,  met  the  applause  of  their  fellow  citizens.  But,  as 
commonly  occurs  in  matters  of  this  kind,  the  proprietors  of  houses 
and  grounds  in  the  lines  of  the  intended  streets  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  enhancing  the  value  of  their  properties  far  be- 
yond the  original  estimate.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  trus^ 
tees  were  compelled  to  pay  very  high  prices  for  almost  every  one  of 
these  properties.  The  treasurer,  under^the  authority  of  acts  of  coun* 
cil,  which  had  been  passed  subsequent  to  the  act,  made  the  neces- 
sary advances  for  those  purposes  ;  and  his  credit  being,  at  that  time, 
undoubted,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  procuring  money  on  loan,  and 
speedily  incurred  a  very  heavy  load  of  debt.  But,  to  complete  this 
^eat  improvement,  according  to  the  original  design,  much  more  was 
necessary  to  be  done  than  merely  to  purchase  the  properties  through 
whi(^  the  new  streets  were  to  pass.  Union-Street  could  not  well  be 
brought  to  a  proper  level  without  constructing  a  bridge  over  the 
Denbum,  so  as  to  form  a  proper  connexion  with  the  fields  on  the 
west,  the  main  object  of  the  design ;  and,  to  render  both  streets  neat 
and  commodious,  common  sewers,  paving,  and  other  e;sctensive  works, 
were  indispensably  necessary.  The  expense  of  these  operations,  in 
Union-street  alone,  was  upwards  of  L.20,000  sterling. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  only  public  undertaking,  in  which  the 
corporation  was,  at  that  time,  engaged.  The  turnpike  road  from 
Stonehaven  to  Aberdeen  had  been  undertaken  by  the  council,  who 
were  the  trustees  upon  it  under  the  statute,  and  deeply  interested 
in  its  execution,  on  account  of  the  extensive  property  in  its  line  be- 
km^ng  to  several  of  the  public  institutions.  The  expense  of  this 
Toad  was  about  L.1S,000.  The  building  of  Bridewell  also  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  magistrates,  and  towards  the  expense  of  this 
work  the  treasurer  advanced  upwards  of  L.IOOO.  The  improvements 
of  the  harbour,  which  commenced  in  the  year  1810,  required  con- 
siderable advances;  and,  to  accelerate  these  improvements,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  interpoiSe  the  security  of  the  treasury  for  raising 
funds  for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  works.  The  advances  made 
on  that  account  by  the  treasurer  to  the  shoremaster  have  accumula^ 
to  upwards  of  L.  43,000.    All  these  sums,  added  to  the  charge  of  the 

new 
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A.D.  1817.  new  streets,  with  the  accumulation  of  interest,  involved  the  treasury 
in  an  immense  load  of  debt,  before  the  successive  councils  weie 
'  aware  of  its  alarming  amount.  The  treasurer,  although  he  had  sub- 
jected himself  to  that  debt,  had  acquired  property  to  a  considerable 
extent,  for  account  of  the  corporation,  and  had  obtained  security  for 
his  advances  to  other  public  works  ;  while  the  administrators  of  the 
town  entertained  sanguine  hopes  that  the  building  areas  in  the  lines 
of  the  new  streets  would,  sooner  or  later,  produce  high  prices  or 
ground  rents,  equivalent  to  the  interest  of  the  debt  contracted  upon 
them.  But,  unfortunately,  their  expectations  were  not  realized ;  nor 
did  they  take  into  view  the  small  number  of  citizens  that  were  in  a 
situation  to  make  such  purchases,  or  the  remoteness  of  the  period 
when  all  the  building  areas  would  be  required  by  the  population  of 
the  town.  In  the  meanwhile,  they  were  necessitated  to  sell,  from 
time  to  tinfe,  part  of  the  property  belonging  to  some  of  the  pubhc 
institutions  under  their  administration,  for  the  purpose  of  discharg- 
ing the  repeated  demands  upon  the  treasury,  for  interest  of  money, 
and  otherwise,  and  for  supporting  its  credit. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  this  year,  these  demands  pressing 
hard  upon  the  treasurer,  and  the  public  sources  being  exhausted,  the 
administrators  of  the  town  judged  it  necessary  to  declare  the  insol- 
vency of  the  treasury. 

Such  are  the  principal  causes  and  circumstances,  which,  by  their 
combined  operation,  have  contributed  to  involve  the  affairs  of  the 
corporation  in  their  present  unfortunate  embarrassment. 

In  this  alarming  juncture,  and  with  a  view  to  quiet  the  minds  of 
a  numerous  body  of  creditors,  as  well  as  the  community,  the  magis- 
trates thought  it  advisable  to  nominate  a  select  committee  of  nine 
citizens,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  treasury,  and  to  form  a  re- 
port thereupon,    for  the  satisfaction  of  the  pubhc.     A  report* 

was 


*  The  Committee  were,  Haiy  Lumsden,  William  Kemiedy,  Alexander  Crombie,  David  Hutcheon, 
Alexander  Webster,  Duncan  Davidson,  Andrew  Jopp,  Thomas  Burnett,  and  James  Blailde,  advo- 
cates in  Aberdeen.    By  their  report,  it  appears-* 

I.  That 
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was  accordingly  made  up,  printed,  and  dispersed,  from  which  it  ap-  A.D.  1817. 
peared,  that  the  whole  public  debt  amounted  to  L.225,710  14s.  4d. 

z  z  sterling, 


i^*i 


I.  That  the  prices  paid  for  houses  and  ground,  after  deducting  old  materials,  amounted  to 

L.7S,163  4  5 

Theezpenseof  making  the  streets,  bridges,  sewers,  retaining  walls,  &c.               84,422  1  11 
The  expense  of  the  act,  plans,  &c.  and  management,  since  the  commencement 

of  the  act                       ....            6,404  0  5 

The  amount  of  accumulated  interest,  after  deduction  of  feu-duties  and  rents        57,290  8  10 


Sum  total  -  L.171,279  15    7 

II.  That  for  the  property  thus  acquired,  and  the  expense  of  making  the  streets  and  paying  inte« 
rests,  the  treasurer  had  pledged  his  security.  That  the  treasury  debts,  including  those  con* 
tracted  on  account  of  the  new  streets,  with  the  loans  to  the  master  of  shore  works,  and  the 
expense  of  making  the  Stonehaven  road,  and  other  improvements,  amounted  to 

L.225,710  14    4 


Which  may  be  thus  classed : 

1.  Debts  due  to  the  town's  office-bearers,  viz.  dean  of  guQd,  master  of  mortifi* 
cations^  master  of  kirk  and  bridge  works,  and  master  of  guild  brethren's 

hospital                 -                       -                       .                       .  L.64,191     S  S 

S.  Debts  due  to  charitable  institutions                •                        «  30,420    9  1 

S.  Debts  of  L.100,  and  upwards,  due  to  individuals         -                       «  119,659    3  1 

4.  Debts  under  L.100,  to  ditto         -                       .                      •  11»439  18  6 


(Besides  the  current  interest)  •  -        L.225,710  14    4 

III.  That  the  actual  revenue  applicable  to  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt  due  by  the  treasurer, 

appears  to  be  as  under,  via. : 

1.  The  feu  dudes  of  lands  and  fishings,  and  average  casualties  of  superiori^  L.  1,280  2  10 

2.  The  teind  duties,  ditto                     -                       .                       •  120  19    7 

3.  The  rents  of  lands,  houses,  and  ground,  at  Footdee,  &c.          -                   •  1,756  6    2 

4.  The  town's  mills,  public  weigh-house,  and  bell  and  petty  customs         -  1,054  0    0 
d«  The  interest  of  the  debts  due  by  the  master  of  shore  works,  the  trustees  on 

the  Stonehaven  turnpike  road,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  Bridewell    -        2,720  12    5 
The  estimated  proportion  of  casualties  payable  to  the  treasury  by  entering 

burgesses  .  .  .  ,.  100    0    0 


L.7,032    0  10 

The  feu  duties  arising  from  the  areas  in  the  new  streets  L.1,867  12    3 

The  rents  payable  to  the  trustees  of  the  new  streets  -  1,400    0    0 


3,267  12    8 


Total  -  L.]0,299  19     I 


S54  A^KALS  OF  ABSBDSEN. 


A.D.  1617.  sterling  besides  the  current  interest ;  that  the  gross  annual  revenue, 
from  eveiy  source^  was  L.  10^048  lOsu  and  that  the  estimated  value  of 

the 


From  vhieh  there  fall  to  be  deducted^  the  feu  duties^  and  other  public  bur« 

deni,  being  »  -  -  -  557     3     i 


Amounty  after  the  deduction  of  public  burdens        L.KV0M2  10    0 

TV.  That  the  following^  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  is  the  fair  worth  and  value  of  these 

subjects,  viz.: 

1.  Feu  duties  of  lands  and  fishings,  and  of  casualties  of  superiority  -         Iu24,425    6    0 

2.  The  lands  within  the  freedom,  houses,  and  ground  at  Footdee,  and  other 

property,  underlease                -                        -                        -  35,512  10  O 

3.  TTiB  town's  mills,  the  public  weigh-house,  and  bell  and  petty  customs     •  19,972  0  0 

4.  The  building  areas  in  St.  Nicholas  street,  and  near  the  meal  market  *    3,871  16  0 

5.  The  debts  due  by  the  shoremaster,  Stonehaven  road,  and  the  Bridewell  54,412  4  10 

6.  The  arrears  of  feu  duties  and  rents  due  to  the  treasury— supposed  re« 

coverable  .  -  .  •  1,247     0    O 


IWagttiyyiiif<i(ji,  eackMJyeofaewjtrects        L.139/440  16  10 

In  this  Tahuftion,  the  Committee  did  not  include  the  town-house,  or  shotps  un- 
der it,  the  public  schools,  or  the  funds  belonging  to  George  Davidson's  mortifica- 
lion,  wfaidi^astare  appScable  for  payment  of  nnns^ters*  stipends;  nor  did  they  put 
any  valoe  xipon  the  treasurers  reversionary  Interest  m  the  shore  dues. 

New  STRKxa. 

V.  That  the  .property  bdanging  to  the  treasurer,  for  behoof  of  the  new  street  tru8« 
tees,  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  estimated  as  follows,  vi2. :— 

The  feu  duties  receivable  for  building  areas  along  Union  street  and  King  .street 
1)eingL.l,867  12s.  Sd.  at  18  years  purchase  -         L.3S>Si7     6    O 

The  value  of  building  areas  in  Union  stseet,  £-om  die  Castle 
street  to  Broad  street  and  Shiprow,  not  fened,  with  the 
materials  of  the  houses  at  jpresent  on  the^ground,  juid.a 
house  in  the  Netherkirkgate        -  -  11^650    D    0 

The  value  of  building  areas  in  this  street,  from  Broad  street, 
westward,  to  its  extremity.  Terrace,  and  buildings  on 
the  ground  .  •  .         33,156  11     O 

Ditto,  in  King  street,  from  the  Castle  street  to  its  extremity, 

including  the  materials  and  houses  in  Garden's  close  .28>727     8    O    . 

These  valuations  comprehend  the  common  sewers,  fire. 


Value  of  the  new  streets  «  1 06,85 1     5    O 


L.246>292     1   10 
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the  whole  property,  of  every  description,  was  L.S41,66S  6s.  4d.  ster-  a.d.  idir. 
ling.  By  these  means,  there  was  an  apparent  reversion  of  Ii,15>953 
12&  sterling,  but  how  far  it  may  be  realised  depends  upon  so  many 
.  events  and  circumstances,  that,  at  present,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
say  what  may  be  the  ultimate  result.  Various  schemes  have  been 
proposed  by  the  magistrates  to  the  citizens,  for  extricating  the  af- 
fairs of  the  treasury  from  this  embarrassment ;  these  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  burgesses  of  guild,  but  none  of 
them  have  met  with  their  appiobation.* 

z  z  2  In 


Brought  forward        L.246j2d2     1  10 
From  which  there  Ms  to  be  deducted^  the  estiiiutted  value  of  ceitain  feu  and 

teixui  duties,  and  public  burdens,  bei^g  L.257  3a.  lid.  yearly  -  4,e2S  15    6 


wmt^^m 


Total  valuation^  after  deduction  of  public  burdens        L.2il>663    6    4 

Amount  of  the  dcl>ts         225^710  U    4 


Leaving  a  reversbn  of       L.l5^952  12    0 


*  The  fbUowing  are  the  outlines  of  the  sdieme  which  was  proposed  by  the  magistrates  and  town 
eoundl,  on  the  l^th  of  February,  in  an  address  to  the  citizens  :— 

«'  By  the  books  of  the  dty  chamberlain^  it  appears,  that  the  debt  due,  aa  at  Micfadelmaa  \u^»  by 

the  treasury,  waa  -  •  „  «  LlG9,90O 

And  that  the  sum  due  to  the  town's  office-bearers,  ia  *  «  63,429 


^m^mmm^^'immm 


Total  debt        L.226,329 


And  that  the  gross  amount  of  bis  yearly  income  is  »  ->.  l^\0,%0O 

The  annual  pennanent  mount  of  municipal  charge^  &e»  is  aboiiit  •  2^800 


Balance  to  pay  interest  of  debt       l4«7,500 


''  It  is  understood  by  the  magistrates  and  council,  that  if  a  yearly  interest  of  four  per  cent  is  paid 
to  the  creditors,  with  the  conviction  that  their  principal  sums  are*well  secured,  they  would  remain 
perfiratly  aatisfied. 

'^  The  interest  on  the  treasury  debt,  to  individuals,  &c.  at  4  per  cent  per  annum,  is        {..6,516 
And  to  the  oOeerbeaifif ,  al  the  aame  rate  .  .  ^  52,537 

Total  intereit  on  debt       L.9,05S 
Baknoe,  m  above,  to  pay  uiteveat  7^500 


*m 


Yearly  drfrimey  of  interest;       L.1,553 

''There 
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A.D.  1817.  In  order  to  allay  the  ferment  which  had  been  occasioned  by  thi^ 
alarming  occurrence,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  many  who  were 
deeply  interested,  a*meeting  of  the  creditors  was  convened,  upon  the 
21st  of  that  month,  in  the  town-hall,  when  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
treasurer,  magistrates,  council,  and  the  trustees  under  the  act  of  par- 
liament which  had  passed  for  the  new  streets,  should  grant  a  dispo- 
sition and  conveyance  of  the  whole  heritable  and  moveable  public 

property 


'^  There  will  thus  remain  a  deficiency  in  the  yearly  interest  of  L.1  ^553 ;  but,  as  a  great  part  of  the. 
treasurer's  property  is  let  at  a  low  rate>  on  leases  of  longer  or  shorter  duration,  and  as  some  of  it  is 
not  at  present  productive,  it  may  be  presumed,  that  his  yearly  revenue  will,  from  time  to  time,  in* 
crease.  This  increase  may  be  assumed  as  equal  to  one  half  per  cent  on  his  debt,  in  every  succes* 
sive  period  of  seven  years ;  and  upon  these  grounds  it  is  proposed,  that  the  community  shall  agree  to- 
such  an  assessment  as  will  enable  him  to  pay  the  full  interest  of  four  per  cent,  until  his  own  income 
shall  be  equal  to  it,  or,  eventually,  five  per  cent  when  he  can  realize  it 

'^  By  this  scheme  it  appears,  that,  in  order  to  pay  full  four  per  cent  on  the  treasurer's  debts,  a 
yearly  assessment  would.be  required  of  L.  1697  6s.  6d.  for  the  period  of  seven  years,  and  of  1,665^ 
1  3b,  6d.  for  a  further  period  of  seven  years,  when  the  treasurer  would  be  fully  able  to  pay  four  one- 
fourth  per  cent  and  perhaps  more.  Indeed,  it  is  highly  probable,  that,  in  a  few  years  thereafter,  he 
might  be  able  to  pay  full  five  per  cent  on  the  whole  amount  of  his  debts,  which  would  be  hi^y 
desirable,  considering  the  large  amount  of  charitable  funds  in  his  hands.  Thus  far  an  assessment  i& 
proposed,  to  pay  interest,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent  per  annum.  If  the  public  spirit  and  liberality 
of  the  heritors,  &c.  within  the  burgh,  and  of  those  who  will  be  affected  by  this  measure,  should  ih« 
duce  them  to  submit  to  a  further  light  assessment,  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  ihe  debt,  the  ma« 
gistrates  and  council  will  clearly  shew,  that  this  object  wiH  be  attained  by  a  very  easy  rate  oftaza* 
tion,  and  in  a  manner  that  will  give  great  confidence  to  the  public  creditor.  They  shall  suppose,, 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  period  of  seven  years,  via.  in  the  year  1825,  the  assesment  is  ta 
be  continued  at  L.1700  per  annum,  which  is' about  one  half  more  than  the  present  police  tax,  but, 
pwing  to  the  mode  of  assessment,  will  be  even  less  felt ;— of  this  sum  of  L.1700,  there  iis  required, 
for  seven  years,  the  sum  of  L.565  ISs.  6d.  to  pay  the  balance  of  interest ;— and  the  sum  remaining 
(in  round  numbers,  L.1200,)  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  tf  ihe  debt.  The  whole  to  be  placed 
under  the  management  of  trustees,  to  be  named  by  an  act  of  parliament** 

The  address  is  followed  by  tables,  and  then  proceeds  to  detail  the  operation  of  the  scheme,  and 
promises  certain  advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  community,  in  the  event  of  its  being  adopted. 

The  scheme  appears  to  have  met  with  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Robert  Hamilton,  .professor  of  mA« 
thematics,  in  Marischal  College,  to  whom  it  had  been  submitted. 

In  return  for  such  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  ^e  community,  the  magistrates  and  council  had  no> 
hesitation  in  declaring  tlieir  opinion,  that  a  share  in  the  election  of  the  magistrates  of  the  borough 
ought,  in  justice,  to  be  conceded  ;  and  they  further  openly  avowed  their  intention  of  sanctioning  sucb 
a  change  in  its  constitution,  and  in  the  manner  of  exhibiting  and  auditing  the  public  accounts,  aa 
should  tend  to  promote  and  secure  that  mutual  confidence  which  ought  always  to  subsist  between  ma« 
gistrates  and  their  fellow  citizens* 
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property  vested  in  them,  to  twenty-one  citizens,  who  were  named,  in  A.D.  1817. 
trust,  for  the  behoof  of  the  creditors  of  the  corporation.  These  re- 
solutions having  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  meeting,  the  property  was 
accordingly  surrendered  to  the  management  of  these  trustees. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  stagnation  of  trade,  and  Various  other  im- 
favourable  circumstances,  very  little  progress  has  yet  been  made  in 
converting  this  property  into  money ;  but  a  small  dividend  has  been 
paid  to  the  creditors  from  the  funds  that  have  been  realized. 

These  unfortunate  occurrences  have  been  the  prelude  to  serious 
and  important  designs  respecting  the  administration  of  the  bo- 
rough. The  burgesses  of  guild,  chi  the  15th  February,  having  assem- 
bled, for  the  purpose  of  taking  under  their  consideration  the  present 
situation  of  public  affairs,  adopted  resolutions,  expressive  of  their 
sentiments  upon  the  events  which  had  occurred.  **  They  attri- 
buted the  present  disaster  of  the  treasury  to  the  bad  system  under 
which  the  borough  had  been  governed,  by  the  town  council  being 
self-elected ;  and  to  its  administration  having  become  as  it  were  the 
inheritance  of  a  few  individuals,  who,  forming  a  secret  junto,  con- 
sidered themselves  irresponsible  for  their  management  to  their  fel- 
low citizens.  They  asserted,  that  the  ample  endowments  in  fishings> 
lands,  and  other  heritages,  granted  by  our  sovereigns,  for  the  com- 
mon good,  to  the  provost,  baillies,  counsellors,  burgesses,  and  their 
successors,  have,  during  the  course  of  years,  been  either  dilapidated, 
or  squandered  upon  improvident  and  ill-managed  speculations. 
That,  although  they  were  most  unwilling,  at  a  moment  like  the  pre- 
sent, to  use  expressions  calculated  to  excite  irritation,  yet  they  would 
fail  in  duty  to  their  successors,  and  to  themselves,  if  they  did  not 
thus  publicly  disclaim  every  participation  or  concern  in  the  system 
which  had  led  to  the  present  unhappy  event.  At  the  same  time,  as 
a  circular  letter  had  been  sent  by  the  magistrates  to  the  several  cre- 
ditors of  the  treasury,  insinuating,  that  the  community  and  the  heri- 
tage of  the  town  were  responsible  for  the  debts  which  had  been  con- 
tracted, in  the  name  of  the  treasurer,  they  publicly  declared,  that 
they  did  not  consider  themselves,  either  as  burgesses  of  guild,  pro- 
prietors of  heritage,  or  as  citizens,  liable  to  one  farthing  of  this 
debt.  That  the  magistrates^  among  many  other  acts  of  mismanage- 
ment, 


I 


I 


I 
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A.D.  1817.  ment,  had  deviated  from  the  enactments  of  the  statute ;  and  by  a 
most  unjustifiable  course  of  concealment^  had  occasioned  the  un-- 
happy  consequences  which  have  now  burst  forth^  to  the  astonish- 
ment and  deep  concern  of  the  public/' 

The  funds  of  the  guildry,  under  the  administration  of  the  magis- 
trates and  council,  being  very  considerable,  had,  from  time  to  time, 
been  lent,  under  their  authority,  to  the  treasurer,  to  enable  him  to 
conduct  the  pernicious  system  to  which  he  had  been  necessitated  to 
resort,  for  supporting  his  credit,  and  for  discharging  the  multifarious 
engagements  to  which  he  had  been  subjected.  The  burgesses,  there- 
fore, conceiving  that  they  had  an  unquestionable  interest  in  these 
fimds,  deemed  it  requisite  to  appoint  a  select  committee''^  of  twenty  of 
their  number,  as  conservators  of  these  funds,  and  of  all  matters  where- 
in they  were  concerned.  In  the  meanwhile,  they  delegated  powers 
to  this  committee  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  creditors  of  the  trea- 
siu'er,  to  investigate  the  present  state  of  the  guildry  funds,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  any  sales  of  land  or  property  had  been  lately  made,  in 
which  their  interests  had  been .  compromised,  and  to  bring  under 
view  all  circumstances  connected  with  these  affairs. 

During  these  transactions,  some  differences  having  arisen  between 
the  committee  and  the  magistrates,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  in- 
specting the  records,  and  examining  the  accounts  of  the  guildry, 
another  meeting  of  the  burgesses  was  convened  upon  the  ISth  of 
March,  when  the  committee  submitted  to  their  consideration  a  cor^ 
respondence  which  had  passed  between  them  and  the  magistrates,  on 
this  subject.   At  that  meeting,  the  burgesses  unanimously  approved  of 

the 


*  Forty-eight  gentlemen  having  been  nominated^  the  meeting  proceeded  to  ballot  for  their  oam« 
mittee,  when  the  following  were  returned  by  the  scrutineers^  vis. :— • 

Bobert  Abercrombie  James  Forbes  David  Milne 

Thomas  fiannetaaa  John  Forbes  Alexander  Pirie 

Alexander  Banneiman  William  Forbes  of  Echt  William  Firie 

John  Booth  £obert  Harvey  John  Rae 

Alexander  Dingwall  George  Hogarth,  jun«  Alexander  Rhind 

John  BweD  Geoige  Innea  Geotge  Still 

Alexander  Forbes  George  M'Ken^ie 
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the  proceedings  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee ;  and,  among  A.D.  1517. 
other  matters,  resolved  to  insist  upon  obtaining  access  to  all  books 
and  documents  which  they  might  deem  essentJally  necessary  for  af- 
fording them  information  with  relation  to  the  state  of  the  guildry 
funds,  the  uses  to  which  these  are  strictly  applicable,  and  to  the  ge« 
neral  rights  and  interests  of  the  burgesses  of  guild.  They  also 
agreed  to  open  a  subsmption  for  raising  funds  to  deftiay  the  charge 
of  carrying  their  resolutions  into  effect  At  the  same  time,  they  ex- 
presaed  their  readiness  to  receive  any  communication,  in  writing,  that 
the  magistrates  might  think  proper  to  make  to  them,  through  their  , 
committee ;  and  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  that  the  set 
of  the  borough  should  be  thrown  operif  it  was  directed  that  this  should 
be  communicated  to  the  magistrates. 

In  the  course  of  this  communication,  the  differences  between  the 
magistrates  and  the  oommittee,  with  regard  to  the  inspection  of  the 
records,  having  been  accommodated,  an  act  of  the  town  council  was 
passed,  upon  the  28th  of  March^  by  which  it  was  resolved,  that,  al- 
though they  were  not  iMvaiie  of  any  ug^t  that  entitled  the  burgesses  at 
large  to  demand  access  to  ihe  records  of  the  borough,  yet,  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy  and  good  will  towards  their  feUow  citizens,  they 
were  disposed  to  2Slxd  them  that  koBpeciion,  &r  the  purpose  of  their 
obtaining  the  informatton  which  they  inquired. 

The  council  having,  at  the  same  time,  taken  under  then*  oonside- 
ration  that  part  of  the  resolutions  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  bur- 
gesses, of  the  ISth  of  March,  which  proposed  the  set  of  the  borough 
being  thrown  open^  unanimously  resolved  to  accede  to  such  a  change 
both  of  it,  and  of  the  manner  of  auditing  and  exhibiting  the  public 
accounts,  as  should  tend  to  promote  and  secure  that  mutual  confi- 
dence which  ought  to  subsist  between  magistrates  and  their  fellow- 
citizens.  But  they  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  any  change  that 
shoiild  be  founded  upon  the  principle  of  poUX  electioQit  or  univeisal 
suffrage,  as  being  calculated  only  to  introdnce  anarchy  and  confusion, 
without  effecting  any  real  improvement  in  the  mode  of  election^  or 
in  the  internal  government  of  the  bpraugh. 

These 
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A.D.  1817.  These  matters  being  thus  far  accommodated,  the  chairman  and 
sub-conunittee  of  the  burgesses  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
records,  and  of  the  guildry  accounts,  in  which  they  were  occupied  for 
several  days.  Having  formed  their  report,  it  was  presented  to  a  ge- 
neral meeting  of  the  burgesses,  upon  the  21st  of  April.  In  this  re- 
port,* the  sub-committee  exhibited  a  detail  of  the  particular  funds 
belonging  to  the  guildry,  under  the  sole  administration  of  the  ma- 
gistrates, and  expressed  their  sentiments  to  the  meeting,  upon  the 

proposal 


*  The  comniittee^  named  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  burgesses  of  guild  of  Aberdeen,  on  the 

15th  February  last,  to  a  general  meeting  of  their  constituents^  on  the  21st  April,  IBIJ,  reported, 

''  That,  after  the  general  meeting,  on  the  13th  March,  they  lost  no  time  in  again  applying  to  the 

magistrates  and  council  for  leave  to  inspect  the  records  of  the  dty.    Having  obtained  this  permis* 

sion,  and  having  found  the  gentlemen  of  the  magistracy,  whom  they  had  the  pleasure  to  meet,  ready 

to  afford  every  information  on  the  subject,  it  was  their  first  object  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  whether 

the  burgesses  of  guild  have  now,  or  ever  had,  controul  over  the  funds  collected  from  their  pockets, 

and  designated  "  the  guild  box"-—''  the  additional  fund  to  ditto,"  applicable  to  charity—''  the 

guild  wine,"  to  entertainments — and  ''  the  arms  money,"  to  cleaning  the  town's  armour  ;  all  which 

are  termed  guUdryJunds.    Your  committee  found,  what  they  had  reason  to  expect,  under  a  system 

of  self-elected  governors,  that  the  magistrates  alone,  under  the  existing  law  of  the  borough,  have 

had,  and  now  possess,  sovereign  controul,  in  raising,  diminishing,  and,  at  pleasure,  appropriating, 

the  admission  dues.    It  appeared,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  documents  and 

accounts  laid  before  your  committee,  in  regard  to  these  funds,  or  to  make  any  minute  inquiry  into 

the  late  sales  of  the  lands  of  Skene,  of  which  the  burgesses  may  complain,  but  appear  to  have  no 

right  to  challenge.    The  committee,  however,  cannot  help  remarking,  the  obvious  imprudence  of  the 

dean  of  guQd,  in  consenting  to  remove  his  funds  from  a  quarter  where  they  were  so  well  secured,  in 

order  to  lend  them  to  the  city  treasurer,  of  whose  pecuniary  embarrassments  he,  the  dean,  could 

not,  or  at  least  ought  not,  to  have  been  ignorant. 

''  It  now  only  remains  for  the  committee  to  submit  to  thdr  constituents  a  brief  abstract  of  the 
guildry  funds,  in  so  fiur  as  they  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them. 

''  The  treasurer  of  Aberdeen  was  due,  at  Michaelmas  last,  to  the  guild  box,  additional  fund  to 
ditto,  and  guild  brethren's  hospital  ....  £.l9filO  12    3 

<'  N.B.  Besides  the  above  sum,  these  funds  have  right  to  4-lOths  of  the  re« 
venue  of  tiie  remaining  part  of  the  lands  of  Skene,  which  4^lOths  at  present 
yield  about  125  bolls  of  meal,  and  about  £.108  sterlixig,  of  yearly  rent;  but 
from  these  sums  there  fidls  to  be  deducted  a  proportion  of  public  burdens* 
These  funds  have  also  right  to  a  mortification  of  iOO  merks  Scots  per  annum, 
payable  from  the  lands  of  Tipperty,  and  feu  duties  amounting  to  £.79  17^-  6d, 
with  a  proportion  of  the  compositions -from  entering  burgesses. 

"  The  number  of  annuitants  on  these  frmds  fitnn  Michadmas,  1815,  to 
Michaelmas,  1816,  was  152 ;  and  the  sum  paid  them  was  m  '  £.911 
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proposal  which  had  been  made  to  them,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  A.D.  1817. 
council,  with  regard  to  a  change  in  the  set  of  the  borough.     The  re- 

3  A  port 


Brought  forward        f.gn    £.19,810  12     S 
"  Besides  the  above  sum^  due  to  charitable  funds^  the  treasurer  was  due 
to  the  guild  wine  firnd^  at  Michaelmas^  1816,  -  «  5,623  11     1 

"  N.B.  This  fund  has  also  right  to  3-lOths  of  the  revenue  of  the  re« 
maining  part  of  the  lands  of  Skene,  at  the  rate  above-mentioned,  and  to 
feu-duties,  amounting  to  £.41,  and  a  proportion  of  the  compositions  from 
entering  burgesses. 

''  And  the  expenditure  on  this  branch,  firom  Michaelmas,  1815,  to  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1816,  was  ....  sgo 

''  The  treasurer  was  also  due  to  the  anns  money  fund,  at  Michaelmas, 
1816,  -  -  -  -  -  561     1     b 

<^  N.B.  This  fund  has  only  right  to  a  proportion  of  the  compositions 
payable  by  entering  burgesses. 

"  And  the  expenditure  on  this  branch,  firom  Michaelmas,  1815,  to  Mi^ 
chaehsas,  1816,  was  •  •  «  •  si 


£.1332   £.25,995     5     0 

*'  The  burgesses  will,  therefore,  at  once,  see,  that  the  only  revenue  applicable  to  charitable  pur* 
poses,  from  the  funds  under  the  management  of  the  dean  of  guild,  and  master  of  guild  brethren's 
hospital,  arises  from  the  items  above  stated,  and  whatever  annual  interest  the  estate  of  the  treasurer 
may  pay  on  L.19>810  12s.  Sd.  With  regard  to  the  guild  wine  fund,  the  expenditure  last  year  was 
great,  owing,  as  your  committee  understand,  to  a  large  stock  of  wine  having  been  laid  in,  but  whidr 
is  still  remaining  on  hand.  To  do  the  magistrates  justice,  the  entertaining  system,  of  late  years,  has 
been  greatly  diminished ;  and  your  committee  would  fain  hope  they  need  but  hint,  that  it  only  re« 
quires  an  act  of  council  to  appropriate,  iu  future,  the  interest  that  may  be  recovered  on  the  siun  due 
by  the  treasurer  on  this  fund,  to  that  of  the  charitable  one.  The  arms  money  ftmd  requires  no 
remark." 

After  some  remarks  concerning  the  admission  dues  of  burgesses,  the  committee  conclude  with 
observing,  *'  that  neither  the  opinion  of  a  convention  of  burgesses,  the  sanction  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, nor  the  concession  ci  the  magistrates,  will  be  required ;  but  that,  upon  a  proper  representation, 
higher  authority  will  re-model  the  government  of  a  Scottish  borough  which  has  deservedly  expired. 
The  suffrage  which  that  authority  may  grant,  the  committee  had  no  doubt,  would  give  universal  sa- 
tisfaction to  the  citizens.  They  were  also  sensible,  that  the  burgesses  felt  with  the  magistrates  the 
difficulties  by  which  the  affairs  of  the  dty  were,  at  present,  surrounded.  At  the  same  time,  they 
remarked,  that  these  difficulties  have  arisen,  not  from  the  plans  of  improvement  which,  the  magis- 
trates say,  were  originally  sanctioned  by  the  citizens^  but  from  a  most  unjustifiable  concealment  on 
the  part  of  a  few  individuals ;  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of  no  importance  to  the  community,  whether 
these  have  been  actuated  by  pure  motives ;  led  off  by  wild,  extravagant,  and  ill-managed  specala« 
tions  I  ox  whether  they  Wanted  understanding.'* 
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A.D.  181T.  port  having  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  meeting,  an  adjourn* 
meht  took  place  till  Monday  the  18th  of  the  subsequent  month  of 
August,  when  they  intended  to  take  under  their  consideration  the 
propriety  of  petitioning  the  king,  in  council,  to  grant  such  change  in 
the  administration  of  the  borough  as  might  be  deemed  propeh 

In  the  meanwhile,  as  the  proposal  which  had  been  made  by  the 
magistrates  in  the  month  of  February,  for  extricating  the  treasury 
from  its  present  difficulty,  by  an  assessment  upon  the  citizens,  had 
not  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  burgesses,  nor  had,  indeed, 
been  much  attended  to  by  the  generality  of  those  who  were  to  be  af** 
fected  by  its  operation,  the  magistrates  and  council  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  bring  forward  the  scheme  of  assesstnent,  under  a  new 
shape,  and,  by  every  mean  in  their  power,  to  attempt  a  conciliation 
with  their  fellow  citizens. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  a  meeting  of  the  bui^sses  was  convened 
in  tlie  town-hall,  under  the  authority  of  Mr.  Bead,  the  dean  of  guild, 
and  numerously  attended.  In  supporting  the  scheme  which  had 
been  now  digested  by  his  colleagues  in  the  magistracy,  he  took  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  insol- 
vency of  the  treasiuy,  and  of  the  subsequent  proceedings,  which  were 
now  become  familiar  to  the  public  mind.  He  detailed,  at  great 
length,  the  outlines,  and  explained,  in  a  very  able  and  distinct  man- 
ner, the  objects  of  the  plan.  Those  objects  went  to  an  application 
purposed  to  be  made  to  parliament,  for  authority  to  assess  the  pro- 
perty and  trade  of  the  town,  nearly  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
proposed  in  the  address  of  the  19tli  of  February,  formerly  submitted 
to  the  public.  This  assessment  was  intended  to  be  2s.  on  each  L.lOO, 
Scottish  money,  of  valued  rents  of  houses,  lands,  fishings,  &c. ;  and 
the  same  rate  on  each  XulOO  sterling,  of  trade.  At  the  same  time^ 
the  dean  of  guild  stated,  that,  while  the  magistrates  and  council  re- 
newed tlie  proposal  of  a  general  assessment,  as  the  only  means  that 
could  be  effectual  for  obviating  the  present  difficulties,  and  for  restor- 
ing the  credit  of  the  treasury,  in  which  every  citizen  must  be  more 
or  less  iqterested ;  they  were  not  unmindful  of  the  opinion  which 
they  had  foirmerly  expressed,  that,  in  return  for  such  a  pledge  on  the 

part 
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« 

part  of  the  community,  a  share  in  the  election  of  the  town  council  a.d.  i«i7. 
ought,  in  justice,  to  be  conceded.  He  declared,  however,  that  they 
were  well  aware,  that,  in  discussing  a  measure  of  so  deep  importance 
as  even  a  partial  change  of  the  constitution  and  laws,  under  whicli 
the  royal  boroughs  had  been  so  long  governed,  great  circumspection 
and  entire  freedom  from  prejudice  were  requisite.  They  were  also 
fully  impressed  with  a  conviction,  that,  as  guardians,  in  part,  of  this 
constitution,  and  official  conservators  of  the  public  privileges,  they 
would  depart  from  that  duty  which  they  owed  to  their  fellow  citi- 
zens, if  they  were  to  yield  to  the  full  tide  of  popular  opinion.  In  these 
sentiments  they  were  confirmed  by  declarations,  which  have  been 
openly  avowed,  that  nothing  less  would  satisfy  the  burgesses  than 
the  election  of  all  the  members  of  the  town  council.  Were  this  to 
be  made  the  ground  of  any  specific  measure  for  the,  above  purpose, 
they  were  convinced  that  it  never  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
convention  of  royal  boroughs,  or  of  the  British  parliament. 

In  proposing,  therefore,  and  supporting  such  a  change  in  the  set 
of  the  borough,  and  in  the  manner  of  exhibiting  and  passing  the 
public  accounts,  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  legislature,  so  as  to 
afibrd  the  citizens  a  proper  controul  over  the  yearly  expenditure, 
and  a  voice  in  the  election  of  the  town  council,  the  maglst^tes  and 
council  presumed  to  think  that  they  had  done  every  thing  which  was 
incumbent  on  them  for  restoring  the  credit  of  the  incorporation,  and 
for  redeeming  the  pledge  which  they  had  formerly  made  to  their  fel-  x 
low  citizens.  The  dean  of  guild  having  then  exhibited  the  outlines 
of  the  proposed  plan*  for  changing  the  mode  of  electing  the  coun- 

8  A  2  cil. 


^  The  fbUowinf  dboacs  cshibit  the  newB  of  the  council  on  this  soligect  i^^ 

'^  1.  A  head  ooiurt  of  the  bui^geases  of  guild  shall  be  held  annually,  <m  the  first  Wednesday  of 
September,  to  be  caUed  by  the  dean  of  guild,  who  shall  pteside  at  the  meeting. 

"  S.  At  this  meeting,  there  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed,  by  signed  lists,  to  be  given  in  by 
the  burgesses,  thirteen  persons,  members  of  the  guildiy,  who  are  to  compose  the  guild  court  for  the 
then  ensuing  year ;  and  to  whom  shall  be  referred,  all  suchi  natters  as  have  been  in  use  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  guild  court  in  time  past 

**  S.  The  dean  of  guild  few  the  time,  the  lAenff-substitate  of  Aberdeenshire,  the  town  derk  of 
Aberdeen,  and  one  person  to  be  named  by  the  meeting,  shall  be  appointed  scrutinears  of  the  signed 
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A.D.  1817.  cil,  &c.  concluded  with  suggesting,  that,  if  the  meeting  were  pleased 
to  approve,  generally,  of  the  substance  of  the  scheme  which  had  been 
now  submitted  to  them,  the  whole  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  their  number,  to  meet  with  another  committee  of  the  magistrates 
and  council,  to  consider  and  to  report  their  opinion  upon  the  expedi- 
ency  and  propriety  of  the  plan  which  had  been  proposed,  and  the  best 
means  of  carrying  it,  or  such  other  measures  as  might  be  adopted,  in^ 

to 


lists  or  votes  so  given  in.     They  shall  be  sworn  to  the  due  and  faithful  execution  of  this  office ;  and 
shall  make  a  true  return  of  the  persons  who  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes. 

^  4.  The  guild  court,  so  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  called  by  the  dean  of  guild,  to  meet  on  the 
first  Wednesday  afler  their  election,  and  shall  proceed  to  nominate  and  appoint,  by  a  majority  of 
votes  of  its  members,  one  of  their  number  as  dean ;  the  return  of  whose  election,  together  with  the 
nam'es  of  the  other  twelve  gentlemen  composing  the  guild  court,  shall  be  intimated  to  the  magis* 
trates  of  Aberdeen,  by  letter,  addressed  to  the  town  clerk,  at  least  eight  days  previous  to  the  day 
of  the  annual  election  of  magistrates  and  oounciL 

*'  5.  Upon  the  said  day  of  election,  the  person  who  shall  be  so. nominated  by  the  guild  court,, 
shall  be  admitted  and  chosen  by  the  magistrates  and  council,  bb  dean  of  guild  of  the  burgh  for  the 
then  ensuing  year. 

'^  6.  Upon  said  day  of  election,  the  magistrates  and  coundl  shall,  from  the  list  of  the  twelve 
burgesses  composing  the  guild  court,  elect  two,  as  members  of  the  town  council  of  the  burgh  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

"  7.  Of  the  remaining  ten  members  of  the  guild  court,  three  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  elected  as 
auditors  of  the  town's  accounts,  along  with  the  two  trades  counsellors,  and  other  four  members  of 
the  town  council ;  three  as  conservators  of  the  guild  box  and  poor's  funds,  in  conjunction  with  the 
provost  and  magistrates ;  and  four  as  commissioners  under  the  proposed  act  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  borough ;  along  with  the  provost  and  eldest  baiUie  of  Aberdeen,  president  of  the 
society  of  advocates,  president  of  the  society  of  shipmasters,  and  convener  of  tlie  incorporated 
trades,  all  for  the  time  being :  and  four  others,  to  be  chosen  by  the  heritors,  and  those  carrying  on 
trade  within  the  borough,  not  being  burgesses  of  guild. 

« 

"  8.  The  town's  accounts,  after  being  audited,  shall  lie  open,  at  the  office  of  the  city  chamber* 
lain,  for  the  space  of  one  month,  after  the  yearly  reading  at  the  Michaelmas  head  court 

"  9.  The  convener  court  of  the  incorporated  trades  shall,  in  like  manner,  meet  upon  the  first 
Wednesday  of  September  annually ;  and  shall  nominate  and  appoint  two  of  their  number  as  trader 
counsellors ;  which  two  may  either  be  deacons  of  crafts,  or  the  convener  of  the  trades  for  the  time, 
and  one  deacon. 

''  10.  The  nomination  of  the  said  deacons,  or  convener  and  deacon,  shall  be  intimated  to  the  ma« 
gistrates  at  least  eight  days  previous  to  the  day  of  the  annual  election  of  magistrates  and  council ;  on 
which  day,  the  said  persons,  so  nominated  by  the  convener  court,  shall  be  elected  and  chos^  as 
trades  counsellors  of  the  burgh  for  the  then  ensuing  year." 


> 
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to  effect.    On  this  scheme,  however,  no  determinate  resolutions  were,  A-D.  1817. 
at  this  time,  formed ;  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  a  future  day. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  propositions  from  the  magistrates  were  ordered 
to  he  printed,  and  dispersed  among  the  burgesses  at  large. 

These  expedients  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  well  calculated  to  promote  a  good  understanding  between 
them  and  the  burgesses.  From  the  proceedings  which  had  taken 
place  at  this  meeting,  it  was  evident  that  all  confidence  was  lost ;  for 
the  scheme  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  dean  of  guild,  on  behalf 
of  his  colleagues,  did  not  meet  with  general  approbation,  was  eluded, 
and  the  committee  which  he  had  suggested  was  not  appointed. 

However  anxious  the  magistrates  and  council  may  have  been  to 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  those  who  were  most  adverse  to  their  mea- 
sures, so  as  to  extricate  the  affairs  of  the  corporation  from  their  present 
embarrassment,  and  to  restore  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  it  was  ma- 
nifest that  a  political  animosity  divided  them,  and  that  they  had 
little  prospect  of  regaining  that  confidence  which  had  been  lost,  or 
of  accomplishing  the  object  in  view.  Indeed,  at  no  time  are  feeble 
and  temporising  measures  of  those  who  are  in  power,  when  united 
with  rising  demands  upon  the  people,  likely  to  contribute  to  any 
good  purpose  ;  and  when  those  assemble  to  deliberate,  in  a  situation 
where  they  might  be  expected  to  act,  the  result  will  always  be  unfa- 
vourable. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  the  burgesses  again  assembled,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  adjournment,  and  took  under  their  consideration  the 
statement  of  the  dean  of  guild,  and  the  address  of  the  magistrates 
and  council.  Being  fully  aware  of  the  principles  on  which  it  pro- 
ceeded, they  adopted  resolutions,  expressing  their  decided  opinion 
against  the  scheme  which  had  been  proposed.  In  these  they  ob- 
served, "  that,  although  the  statement  and  address  might  afterwards 
require  animadversion,  yet,  at  present,  a  detailed  answer  to  it  was  in- 
expedient. They  also  remarked,  "  that,  while  it  neither  defended, 
nor  offered  any  satisfactory  apology  for  the  prosecution  of  measures 
which  were  unjustifiable,  and  highly  reprehensible,  it  attempted  to 
put  a  gloss  on  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates  and  council,  and  to 

draw 
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A.D.  1817.  draw  an  inference  from  the  spirit  of  the  new  street  act,  in  a  manner 
and  by  a  species  of  reasoning,  which,  so  far  from  convincing,  con- 
veyed an  insult  to  the  understanding  of  those  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed. That  no  apology  could  be  well  offered  in  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  those,  who,  under  concealment,  had  contracted 
L.230,000  of  debt.  That,  although  they  were,  many  years  ago, 
aware,  that  their  income  was  inadequate  to  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest of  this  debt,  yet  they  had  continued  to  add  to  it,  by  borrowing 
money  to  pay  an  accumulation  of  interest  to  the  amount  of  L.57,000, 
without  the  prospect  or  possibility  of  their  being  ever  in  a  situation 
to  pay  the  principal.  That  the  burgesses  have  invariably  entertained, 
and  uniformly  expressed,  but  one  sentiment  with  regard  to  the  im- 
propriety of  this  debt  being  contracted,  by  persons  who  did  not  re- 
present the  community,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  o£  the  ci- 
tizens. That  the  money  had  been  applied  to  the  prosecution  of 
measures,  over  which  there  was  no  controul ;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
citizens  were  not  responsible  for  any  part  of  it :  nor  did  the  act  for 
the  new  streets  confer  any  authority  upon  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen 
to  interpose  his  credit^  on  behalf  of  the  trustees,  so  as  to  subject  the 
community. 

"  That,  in  reference  to  the  proposal  of  the  magistrates  and  coun- 
cil for  an  alteration  of  the  set  of  the  borough,  the  meeting  are  im- 
pressed with  a  firm  persuasion,  that,  by  divesting  themselves  of  the 
whole  patrimony  of  the  community,  and  transferring  it  to  trustees, 
they  had  incapacitated  themselves  from  performing  the  duties  in- 
cumbent on  them  by  their  charters.  That  they  had  virtually  and 
in  fact  disfranchised  the  borough ;  and  the  magistrates  and  council 
having  now  no  power  to  grant,  nor  consequently  the  burgesses  any 
right  to  receive  from  them  an  alteration  in  the  set  of  the  borough,  it 
would  become  necessary  for  the  burgesses,  in  due  time,  to  apply  to 
the  king,  in  council,  for  such  a  change  in  it  as  would  alone  call 
forth  the  energies  of  the  citizens,  and  restore  public  confidence. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  this  could  be  effected  only  by 
granting  to  the  burgesses  of  guild,  and  the  incorporated  artificers,  the 
elective  franchise  of  the  town  counc^,  and  thereby  effectually  pre* 
venting  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  town  from  ever  falling 

again 
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again  into  the  hands  of  particular  juntos.*    That  notice  having  un-  A.D.  1817. 
expectedly  appeared  in  the  newspaper,  that  a  bill  was  to  be  brought 

into 


*  Pfobably  by  this  they  had  in  view  the  case  of  the  bcHrongfa  of  Montrose,  which  had  been  re« 
aentlj  disfranchised^  and  had^  about  this  timOj  obtained  fimn  the  crown  a  new  set,  or  oonstittitiaa, 
on  account  of  the  following  circumstance  :•— On  the  7th  June,  181 7>  the  borough  of  Montrose  was 
disfranchised,  by  a  judgment  of  the  court  of  session,  which  found  that  the  election  for  Michaelmas, 
1816,  having  been  conducted  by  balloting  for  eadi  member,  seriatim,  in  place  of  the  former  practice 
of  maiking  the  Yote  by  scores,  was  iUegal*  and,  therefore,  iiduced  sod  set  it  aaide. 

The  burgesses,  trades,  householders,  and  other  inhabitants,  applied,  by  petition,  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  beseeching  an  alteration  and  amendment  of  the  former  set  or  constitu- 
riftt  of  the  boroogfa.  This  pelitioD  having  bean  referred  to  the  eonsideratioo  of  his  Majesty's  Attor- 
ney-iGenera],  the  Loid  Advocate  of  Scotland,  and  his  Migestjr's  SoUcttor-General,  and  also  to  a 
committee  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  who  made  their  report  thereupon ;  the  Prince  Regent, 
in  the  name  tfid  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  was 
pleased  to  issne  an  act  and  wanmnt  for  a  p<^  election ;  and  authorised  and  commanded  the  guild 
brethren,  membors  of  tbe  incorporated  trades^  and  inhabitants,  burgesses,  who  leaded  ia  the  said 
borough  at  and  previous  to  Michaelmas,  1816,  to  assemble  themselves  at  the  town-hall,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  upon  Monday  the  ISth  day  of  October  next,  and  then  anrl  there  to  elect 
fit  persons,  not  escceeding  nineteen  in  number,  properly  qualified,  in  terms  of  the  set  and  usage  of 
Ae  bofoiigh,  to  be  magistrates  and  town  counsellors ;  the  election'  to  be  made  in  manner  specified 
in  the  act  *'  And,  for  the  better  order  and  good  government  of  the  said  borough,  in  time  to 
come,  his  Royal  Highness  b  further  pleased,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  and 
by  and  with  the  adviee  of  his  Majesty's  privy  ooHneil,  to  alter  the  former  set,  at  constitution,  of 
the  said  borei^Eb ;  and  to  otder  asA  direct  that  the  said  ast,  or  constitution^  shall,  in  allr  time  com- 
ing, be  as  fiillowa.  Thai  the  town  couneil  shall,  as  fonnerly,  consist  of  nineteen^persens,  induding; 
in  Ae  said  number,  die  pro¥iaat»  three  bttUies,  the  dean  of  guil^  trsasurer,  and  the  asaster  of  the 
hosintal,— -of  which  nineteen,  fifteen  shall  be  resident  guild  brethren,  and  four  shall  be  resident 
oaftsme^,  indudii^  tbe  deacon  convener,  lor  the  tinfte.  Thai^  at  the  election  to  be  made  at  the 
Michaehaaa  next  ensuing  the  said  poll  atectimi^  and  at  all  future  eleciions^  the  sia  eldest  counsellors 
for  the  time^  from  the  gnildry,  who  have  not  served  in  any  of  the  offices  after-meodoned,  fiar  the 
year  preceding ;  and  the  whole  fiour  counseUcHre  from  the  craftsmen,  shall  go  out,  but  shaU,  never* 
thekss,  be  re^giUe,  if  their  respective  constituents  shall  think  fit.  Tha|>  upon  the  Monday  of 
the  week  iaBBnediately  preeedii^  Michaelmas,  in  esdh  year,  the  magistrates  and  council  shall  meet 
and  declare  the  names  of  the  six  guild  oounedkre,  who  go  out  in  rotation ;  and  also  what  vaoanciea 
have  arisen  during  the  preceding  year,  by  death,  noiwioceptance,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  in  the 
number  of  guild  counsellors.  That,  on  the  following  day,  being  Tuesday,  the  guildxy  incorpora- 
tion shall  assemble  at  their  ordinary  place  of  meeting,  and  shall  first  elect  their  dean  of  guilds  and 
six  members  of  the  guildry,  as  his  council  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  person  so  chosen  as  dean 
of  guild  shall,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  be  a  magistrate  and  counsellor  of  the  borough;  and  the  said  in- 
corporation shall  then  proceed  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  number  of  merchant  counsellors,  occa- 
sioned by  rotation,  non-acceptance,  resignation,  death,  or  otherwise,  during  the  preceding  year. 
That  the  seven  incorporated  trades  of  Montrose  shall  also  assemble  together  in  one  place,  on  the 
said  Tuesday,  and  shall  first  elect  their  deacon  convener,  who  shall,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  be  a 
eoimsellor,  to  represent  the  trades,  and  they  shall  then  proceed  to  elect  other  three  in  the  room  of 
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A.D.  1817.  into  parliament  next  session,  for  imposing  a  heavy  assessment  on  the 
trade  and  heritage  of  the  town,  and  within  its  liberties,  the  meeting 
determined  to  oppose  it  by  such  legal  ways  and  means  as  were  in 
their  power." 

These  resolutions  having  passed,  without  much  opposition,  a 
committee  of  twenty  burgesses  was  chosen,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing the  essential  parts  of  them  into  effect,  for  attending  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  community  in  the  present  crisis,  and  for  concerting 
measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  in  the  affairs  committed  to  their 
charge.  * 

The  day  of  the  annual  election  of  new  counsellors,  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  now  approaching,  the  magistrates  and  other  members  of  the 
town  council,  to  the  number  of  seventeen,  thought  it  proper  to 
adopt  another  expedient,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  matters  with  their 
fellow  citizens,  in  the  present  situation  of  public  affairs.  On  the  20th 
of  September,  being  the  day  of  the  ordinary  head  court,  previous  to 
the  election,  they  published  an  act,  or  declaration,  in  which  they  ex- 
pressed 


« 


those  who  retire  firom  office;  and  that  two  of  the  four  trades  counsellors^  so  to  be  elected,  may  be 
guild  brethien,  being  always  operative  craftsmen,  and  the  persons  electing  them  shall  have  no  vote 
in  the  guild,  in  the  same  election ;  but  the  other  two  trades  counsellors  shall  be  operative  craftsmen 
Bnd  burgesses  only.  That  the  council  shall  meet  on  the  Wednesday  immediately  preceding  Mi- 
chaelmas, unless  Michaelmas  day  shall  happen  to  be  upon  Wednesday,  in  which  case  they  shall 
meet  on  Michaelmas  day,  and  conclude  the  annual  election  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  continuing  the 
'  ex  qfflciis  members,  electing  the  two  members  of  council  who  do  not  go  out  by  rotation,  and  receiv* 
ing  the  new  members  from  the  guildry  and  trades ;  and,  after  sudi  election,  and  receiving  the  new 
counsellors,  the  members,  both  of  the  old  afid  new  council,  shall,  according  to  the  former  set  of  the 
borough,  choose  a  provost,  three  baillies,  a  treasurer,  and  hospital  master ;  that  the  provost,  baillies, 
treasurer,  and  hospital  master,  shall  not  be  continued  in  their  offices  longer  than  two  years  together, 
but  they,  with  the  dean  of  guild,  shall  remain,  ex  officns,  members  of  the  council,  for  the  year  im- 
mediately following  that  in  which  they  shall  have  served  in  these  offices  respectively." 

*  At  this  meeting  about  500  attended,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  voted  as  members  of 
this  committee : — 

Messrs.  Robert  Abercrombie  Messrs.  James  Forbes                Messrs.  George  M'Kenzie 

Alex.  Bannerman  John  Forbes                               James  Mellis 

Charles  Bannerman  William  Torbes  of  Echt             David  Mihie 

John  Booth  James  Grordon                           John  Rae 

Alex.  Dingwall  James  HarthiU                          Alex.  Rhind 

John  Ewen    '  Robert  Harvey                          George  Still 

Alex.  Forbes  George  Innes 
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pressed  their  sincere  and  unqualified  regret,  that  their  endeavours  a.d.  1817. 
to  lighten  and  remove  the  public  .burdens  had  failed  of  that  success- 
ful result  which  they  had  so  earnestly  desired,  and  that  they  were 
compelled  to  leave  the  affairs  of  the  borough  in  a  state  of  embarrass^ 
ment,  which,  as  it  had  been  a  source  of  much  vexation  and  distress 
to  themselves,  could  not  fail  to  be  attended  with  considerable  diffi- 
culty to  those  who  might  be  destined  to  succeed  them.  They  re- 
marked^  that,  in  their  efforts  to  restore  public  confidence,  their  mo- 
tives had  been  misconstrued  and  perverted ;  and  their  proposals  and 
plans  had  been  received  with  a  degree  of  prejudice  and  distrust. 
They  again  expressed  their  decided  opinion,  that  the  present  mode 
of  electing  the  town  council,  and  conducting  the  management  of  the 
public  affairs,  is  radically  defective  and  improvident;  that  some 
change  in  it  ought  to  be  effected,  and  a  controul  given  to  the  citi- 
zens over  the  expenditure  of  the  public  funds.* 

8  B  This 


*  'f  Council  Chamber,  Aberdeen,  Sept  19>  1817. 

**  Looking  to  ihe  present  calamitous  situation  of  the  borough  of  Aberdeen,  the  members  of  tho 
town  oouncOj  who  have  affixed  their  signatures  to  this  paper,  cannot  allow  themselves  to  retire  from 
office,  without  expressing  their  sincere  and  unqualified  regret,  that  their  endeavours  to  lighten  and 
remove  the  public  burdens  have  fiuled  of  that  successful  result,  which  they  so  eamestlj  desired  ; 
and  that  they  are  compelled  to  leave  the  affairs  of  the  borough  in  a  state  of  embarrassment,  which^ 
as  it  has  been  a  source  of  much  vexation  and  distress  to  themselves,  must  still  prove  one  of  consider- 
able  difficulty  to  those  who  may  be  destined  to  succeed  them,  unless  immediate  steps  are  taken  to 
redeem  the  credit  of  the  corporation.  In  justice  to  themselves,  however,  they  are  desirous  to  place 
upon  record  their  sentiments  and  opinions,  in  reference  to  some  of  the  various  topics  arising  out  of 
the  embarrassments  of  the  dty  treasury. 

''  This  has  become  the  more  necessary,  from  their  having  discovered,  that,  in  their  efforts  for  the 
restoration  of  public  confidence,  their  motives  have  been  misconstrued  and  perverted,  and  their  pro- 
posals and  plans  received  with  a  degree  of  prejudice  and  distrust,  which,  they  will  be  bold  enough  to 
say,  their  personal  and  private  characters  are  sufficient  to  invalidate  and  disprove.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
they  are  aware,  that  the  sincerity  of  their  intentions  can  be  known  but  by  few,  and  may  be  doubted 
of  by  many;  and,  iherefbre,  they  here  reiterate  their  decided  opinion,  that  the  present  mode  of  elec- 
tion of  the  town  council,  and  management  of  the  town's  affairs,  are  radicaUy  defective  and  improvi- 
dent, tending  to  give  to  any  individual  or  party,  who  may  be  so  inclined,  an  excessive  and  unnatural 
preponderance ;  and  to  foster  and  encourage  a  concealment,  under  which  the  most  upright  magis- 
trate, with  the  best  intentionsi,  may  not  be  able  to  acquire  that  thorough  knowled^  of  the  situation 
a£  the  borough,  whieh  is  requisite  fi^  the  due  administration  of  its  affairs.  The  subscribers  are, 
therefore,  of  opinion,  that  some  change  ought  to  be  effected  in  the  manner  of  electing  thei  council^ 
and  an  effectual  controul  given  to  the  citizens  over  the  expenditure  of  the  town's  office-bearers. 

<'  The  extent  of  this  change  it  is  not  for  them  to  determine ;  they  would  only,  at  this  time,  urge 
the  necessity  of  it.    In  the  history  of  every  well  r^ulated  government  th^  recognize  the  hafipj 


370  ANKALS  OF   ABERDEEN. 

A.D.  1817.  'ihis  declaration,  however  well  intended  it  may  have  been,  was 
but  ill  calculated  to  regain  the  confidence  of  the  citizens.  It  was 
considered  by  many  as  inexpedient  and  imprudent.  It  was  unre- 
quired ;  and,  in  the  present  situation  of  public  affairs,  could  answer 
no  good  purpose;  but  rather  tended  to  foster  the  political  ani- 
mosity which  still  subsisted,  and  to  intimidate  those  whom  they 
had  in  view  as  their  successors  from  accepting  offices  in  the  ma- 
gistracy. Indeed,  the  result  of  the  subsequent  election  evinced  this 
to  have  been  the  case ;  for,  of  nineteen  counsellors  who  were 
chosen  on  the  24th  of  September,  thirteen  positively  refused  to 
accept ;  six  only  thought  it  proper  to  enter  upon  their  administra- 
tion, four  of  whom  were  members  of  the  old  council.  In  this  state 
of  public  affairs,  there  is,  at  the  present  time,  a  manifest  defect  in  the 
executive  government  of  the  town. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  the  three  baillies,  the  master 
of  shore  works,  and  two  counsellors,  who  accepted,  entertaining  a 
doubt  of  the  powers  and  authority  which  had  been  conferred  upon 
them,  were  advised  to  present  a  memorial  aiid  submission  to  the  Idng 

in 


effects  of  those  salutary  checksj  which  can  alone  restrain  pabljc  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  du- 
ties, whether  holding  political  or  local  jurisdiction;  and  to  the  absence  of  such  checks,  in  the  consti* 
tution  of  this  borough,  do  the  subscribing  members  of  the  town  council  ascribe  the  heavy  calamity 
which  has  be&llen  it  To  the  system  solely  is  it  owing ;  for,  with  regard  to  the  indiriduals  who 
have  preceded  them  in  the  administration  of  that  system,  they  must  aver,  that  they  believe  their 
hands  to  be  dean,  as  their  motives  have  been  pure  and  disinterested.  With  these  sentiments  Ae  sub- 
scribers have  long  been  impressed,  and  the  experience  of  the  last  &w  months  has  too  fiitally  con« 
firmed  their  trxsth  and  justice.  The  time  approaches  when  tibey  are  to  retire  from  this  board,  and 
they,  therefore,  feel,  that  they  have  but  one  other  duty  to  perform^  and  that  is,  earnestly  to  recom« 
mend  to  their  successors  in  office  to  direct  tbm  earliest  attention  to  a  renovation  of  At  system  of  go* 
vemment  of  this  borough,  in  all  its  various  bearings ;  satisfied  that,  if  such  a  salutary  and  satisfactory 
change  shall  be  effected  dierein  as  is  indispensable  to  the  restoratioB  of  public  confidence,  there  wS 
not  be  wanting,  among  the  public-spirited  iidabitants  of  diis  dty,  a  disposition  to  go  hand  in  hand 
with  its  municipal  rulers,  (whoever  they  may  be)  in  carrying  ^  Bon  Accord**  through  aH  its  diffi- 
culties."* 

(Signed)        Alex.  Fraaer  Charles  Hadut  P.  Taylor  D.  ObaJaMfs 

Alex.  Duncan  Wm.  Read  '  Alex.  Sonpsen  Jwm.  Cantiy 

Alex.  Brown  Gavin  Hadden  Geo.  Thomson  Bobt.  Walker 

Junes  Milne  Ja.  Hadden  Alex.  Geien  H.  Gerdoo 
Wm.  Lumsden 


*  On  tfie  S5d  of  ScptttnUr,  uttidm  tmmikmi  mm  paWUktdbf  fk^mtpttMBm 
rstlsn,  and  reconicd  in  the  Couocil  B«ftttcr.    A  oopy  9i  Ihis  p«p«r  vsU  be  fsuad  in  the  Ifftndl^  Mo.  IL 
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in  council,  narrating  the  embarrassing  situation  in  which  they  were  a.d.  isir. 
placed  by  the  non-acceptance  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  council, 
and  praying  his  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  privy  council, 
to  interpose  such  remedy  as  to  his  wisdom  might  seem  fit.  But,  in 
the  present  situation  of  matters,  it  may  be  doubted  how  far  the  crown 
will  interfere.  In  arbitrary  times,  previous  to  the  revolution,  the 
crown  did  not  hesitate  to  interfere  in  such  cases,  and  often  ap« 
pointed,  on  an  emergency,  or  at  pleasure,  magistrates  and  counsel- 
lors ;  but  this  was  one  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  people  had  so  ^ 
much  cause  to  complain  at  that  eventful  period.  Since  the  revolu- 
tion, we  believe  no  instance  has  occurred  of  the  sovereign  exercising 
his  authority  in  an  election,  or  altering  the  Constitution  of  a  royal 
borough,  unless  where  it  had  been  deprived  of  legitimate  magistrates 
and  counsellors,  by  reason  of  the  disorders  ci  the  country  during 
the  rebellions  in  the  years  1715  and  1745,  or  disfranchised  by  the 
supreme  court,  in  consequence  of  some  malversation  in  the  iftdmi- 
nistrators. 

Meanwhile,  a  complaint,  in  name  of  two  burgesses,  and  of  several . 
members  of  the  incorporations,  has  been  preferred  to  the  court  of 
session,  for  setting  aside  the  election  of  the  magistrates  and  counsel- 
lors who  were  appointed  at  Michaelmas  last,  on  the  ground  of  certain 

irregularities  havincr  tnkpn  niAOA  nn  ffiaf  nrP5iainn_       Af  thp  fiRmp  timp. 

the  burgesses  hi 

the  occurrences  uiiiL  nave  rcucutij  liappcucu,  »iiu   tuc    uiaiiucBL  uc- 

fect  in  the  administration  of  the  town,  and  prayed  the  court  to  ex- 
ercise its  authority  in  the  appointment  of  proper  persons,  <u/  interim^ 
to  discharge  the  functions  of  magistrates  and  of  counsellors  of  the 
borough.  These  questions  will,  therefore,  now  fall  to  be  determined 
by  the  court,  ex  nobili  officio.'^ 

S  B  2  In 


*  Amidst  thete  domestic  dissensions,  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of  the  people  have  been  greatly  a& 
flicted  by  the  premature  and  lamented  death  of  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Charlotte  Augusta, 
the  only  child  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  and  consort  of  his  Serene  Highness  the 
Prince  Leopold  of  Saze-Cobourg,  after  having  given  birth  to  a  sdll-bom  male  child.  This  melan- 
choly event,  for  some  time,  spread  among  the  citizens  an  uncommon  sensation  of  sorrow ;  and,  being 
considered  as  a  severe  calamity  to  the  hereditary  maniurcby  of  Britain,  could  not  be  contemplated 
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A.D.  1818.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  important  questions  between  the 
burgesses  and  others,  and  those  who  had  been  called  as  parties  in  their 
several  actions,  came  to  be  agitated  before  the  second  division  of  the 
court  of  session ;  and  the  causes  were  ably  and  keenly  argued  on  both 
sides.  In  the  petition  and  complaint  for  annulling  the  election,  the 
complainers  pleaded,  that  the  six  persons  who  pretended  to  describe 
themselves,  some  as  magistrates,  and  others  as  counsellors,  had  no 
right  whatever  to  assume  these  characters ;  that,  by.  the  non-accep- 
tance of  the  other  thirteen,  the  members  of  council  had  been  re- 
duced below  the  number  necessary  for  constituting  a  quorum,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  election  was  null  and  void.  Independent  of  this 
objection,  they  stated,  1st.  That  the  gentleman  who  had  been  chosen 
provost  was  not  qualified  for  the  office,  being  an  honorary  burgess 
only,  and  not  an  actual  indweller,  carrying  on  trade  and  traffic  withia 
the  town.  2d.  That,  although  it  is  provided  by  the  set  of  the  bo- 
rough that  the  meeting  of  the  old  and  new  councils,  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  the  magistrates  and  office  bearers,  shall  consist  of  forty 
persons ;  and  that,  if  any  of  the  proper  members  shall  be  absent  on 
that  occasion,  an  equal  number  of  qualified  persons  shall  be  se- 
lected and  chosen  to  vote  in  their  places,  under  the  denomination  of 
assistants,  yet  that  William  Bae,  one  of  these  assistants  at  the  late 
election,  was  not  a  burgess.  For  these  reasons,  the  complainants 
prayed  that  the  election  might  be  annulled.  On  the  part  of  the  re- 
spondents, it  was  maintained,  that  the  person  who  had  been  chosen 

provostt 


without  feelings  of  deep  concern.  She  died  on  the  6th  of  NoRrember,  in  the  22d  year  of  her  t^^ 
having  been  bom  on  the  7th  of  January,  1796,  and  married  on  the  2d  of  May,  1616.  Her  body 
was  entombed,  with  the  greatest  marks  of  solemnity,  in  the  royal  cemetery,  at  Windsor,  on  the  1 9th 
of  November.  Thia  day  being  observed  in  Aberdeen  as  a  solemn  fast,  all  public  busmess  was  sus* 
pended ;  the  churches  and  chapels  were  hung  with  black,  and  open  for  divine  service  both  morning 
and  evening.  Deep  monmtng  was  almost  uiuversally  worn  by  all  ranks  of  the  citizens,  who,  by 
every  exterior  Bjxaptom,  testified  the  sincerity  of  their  grief  on  the  melancholy  occasion.  The  ships 
in  the  harbour  displayed  their  flags  half  mast  high,  and  the  bells  were  tolled,  at  intervals,  during 
the  course  of  the  day. 

As  this  is  the  chronological  order  in  which  this  calamitous  event  occurred,  and  as  we  could  not^ 
without  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  totally  omit  to  notice  their  expressions  of  loyalty, 
which  were  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  we  thought  it  expedient  to  men- 
tion the  circumstance  in  the  form  of  a  note^  rather  than  br^  the  connexion  of  our  narrative  by 
mentioning  it  in  the  text. 


▲KNALS  OF  ABBBDEEV*  873 

provost,  although  he  had  not  accepted,  was  eligible,  as  being  an  ho-  A.D.  i8i8< 
norary  burgess.  In  support  of  this  plea,  they  adduced  an  instance 
where  one,  in  a  similar  situation,  had  filled  the  office  of  provost,  for 
several  years,  without  challenge ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  objection  to 
Bae*s  vote,  they  contended,  that  it  was  not  necessary,  by  the  terms  of 
the  set  of  the  borough,  that  the  assistants  at  the  election  should  be 
qualified  as  burgesses. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  the  court  proceeded  to  determine  this  im- 
portant case,  which  was  taken  up  solely  on  the  ground  of  the  last  ob- 
jection. The  judges  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  Bae,  not 
being  a  burgess,  was  disqualified  from  voting ;  and  that,  by  such  dis- 
qualification, there  was  a  defect  in  the  number  of  forty  votes,  requi- 
site to  constitute  the  meeting.  The  objection  was  accordingly  sus- 
tained^  and  the  election  annulled  as  illegaL*  On  the  subsequent 
day,  the  court,  upon  the  petition  of  thel)urgesses,  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed the  three  baillies  who  had  been  elected  and  accepted,  to  of- 
ficiate in  that  character,  ad  interim,  for  the  special  purpose  of  receiving 
resignations,  or  giving  seizins  in  any  lands  held  burgage.  They  also 
appointed  six  other  burgesses,  f  to  take  charge,  in  the  meantime,  of 

thQ 


*  Edinburgh^  March  10,  1818. 

The  Lords  having  advised  this  petition  and  complaint,  with  answers  thereto,  replies  and  duplies. 
In  respect  that  William  Rae,  not  being  a  buigess  of  Aberdeen,  was  ineligible  to  vote  in  the  election, 
instead  of  one  of  the  guild  brethren,  absent  from  the  same,  and  that  thereby  there  was  a  defect  in 
the  number  of  forty  votes,  required  to  be  present  thereat :  Find,  that  the  whole  proceedings  of  the 
said  Meetings  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September  last  were  illegal;  and  that  the  election,  pre- 
tended to  have  been  then  made,  of  Counsellors,  Magistrates,  and  Office  bearers  of  the  city  of  Aber- 
deen, was  illegal,  void,  and  null,  to  all  intents  and  purposes ;  and  reduce  and  set  aside  the  same  ac^ 
cordingly,  and  decern :  Find  it  unnecessary  to  decide  on  any  of  the  other  objections  proposed :  Find 
expences  due,  and  remit  to  the  auditor  to  report  on  the  account  thereof,  when  lodged :  Supersede 
extract  till  the  first  box  day  in  the  ensuing  vacation,  and,  in  case  a  petition  shall  be  then  given  in, 
supersede  extract  till  the  petition  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  court ;  but  in  case  no  petition  shall  be 
given  in  on  the  first  box  day  in  the  vacation,  then  allow  an  interim  decree  to  be  extracted,  and  to 
go  out  quoad  the  merits  of  the  cause. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  MILLER,  J.  P.  D. 

t  Edinburgh,  March  11,  1818. 

The  Lords  having  considered  the  said  petition,  with  answers  thereto,  replies  and  dupties,.  and  the 
practice  of  the  court  on  similar  occasions,  with  the  judgment  reducing  and  setting  aside  the  election 
of  Counsellors,  Magistrates,  and  Office  bearers,  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen ;  they  nominate  and  appoint 
Robeit  Garden,  David  Chalmers,  and  James  Milne,  Esqrs.  and,  failing  their  acceptance,  Alex.  Dun« 
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AuD.  1818.  the  funds,  or  patrimonial  interest  of  the  city,  and  of  the  other  funds 
under  the  managenient  of  the  ordinary  office  bearers  of  the  town. 

In  concluding  this  narrative,  we  are  perfectly  aware  that  we  have 
subjected  ourselves  to  the  imputation  of  blame,  by  having  expatiated 
too  much  on  topics  which  are  ephemeral,  and,  perhaps,  may  be  re- 
garded as  iminteresting  to  many  readers ;  and  by  having  introduced 
matters,  respecting  which  there  has  been,  and  still  is,  a  contrariety 
of  opinions.  The  cmly  apology  that  can  be  offered,  is,  that  while  wq 
were  engaged  in  preparing  this  branch  of  our  work,  there  occurred,  in 
the  town,  many  events  and  circumstances  of  a  momentous  nature^ 
which  could  not,  in  justice  to  our  narrative,  be  entirely  omitted. 
These  necessarily  l^d  us  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  several  past 
occurrences ;  because  these  occurrences  had,  in  some  measure,  pre- 
pared the  way  for  some  of  die  transactions  of  the  present  period, 
and  are  so  intimately  connected  with  them,  that,  without  some  at- 
tention to  the  former,  the  latter  could  not  be  correctly  understood. 

If  the  political  affairs  of  the  corporation  are  finally  settled  before 
this  work  is  published,  we  shall  add  some  additional  account  in  an 
Appendix. 

For  Volunteers,  Miscellaneous  Artides,  Fiars  of  the  County,  vide  Appendix. 
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ean  and  Charles  Walker,  Eaqnu  to  be  Baillies  of  the  aud  6Xj,  ad  interim,  until  the  magistracy  may 
be  restored,  and  that  finr  the  special  purpose  of  receiving  resignations,  or  giving  sasine  in  any  lands 
hdd  bmgage ;  also,  appoint  Robert  Aberctombie,  Esq«  merchant  in  Aberdeen,  to  take  charge,  in 
the  meantime,  of  the  funds  or  palximonial  interest  of  the  dty,  m  the  same  way  as  was,  before  the 
said  election,  competent  to  the  Treasurer  thereof,  he  finding  caution,  before  extract,  for  his  intro« 
mission  with  the  ftmds  ;  also  appoint  iUezander  Dingwall,  £s^  ad  interim.  Master  of  Kirk  and 
Bridge  Works;  John  Forbes,  Esq.  ad  interim.  Master  of  Mortifications;  Alexander  Forbes,  Esq.  ad 
interini,  Master  of  Ckuld  Brethren's  Hospital ;  and  William  JdhnstMi,  Esq.  and,  friling  his  acoep« 
lance,  Alexander  Bhind,  Esq.  ad  interim.  Master  of  Shore  Works;  they  sevetully  finding  caution, 
before  extract,  lor  their  intromissions,  in  virtue  of  said  iqppointment ;  and,  lastly,  iqppoint  Alexander 
Bannerman,  Esq.  ad  interim.  Dean  of  Guild  of  the  said  dty;  superseding  extract  till  the  first  box 
day  in  the  ensuing  vacation ;  and  also,  in  case  a  reclaiming  petition  shall  then  be  presented,  com« 
plaining  of  the  judgment  reducing  the  election,  superseding  extract  further  till  the  same  shall  be 
disposed  of;  and  ordain  the  said  petition,  with  this  deliverance  thereon,  to  be  recorded  in  the  books 
•fsedeiui^    . 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  MILLER,  J.  P.  D. 
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CHAPTER  L 

Of  the  ancient  and  present  stcde  of  the  Town  of  Aberdeen^  SuhurhSf 
Sfc.^^Harhour—^nd  progressive  improvements^^Aberdeenshire  Caned. 

A  HE  town  of  Aberdeen  is  placed  on  an  elevated  situation^  at  the 
south-east  extremity  of  that  division  of  the  county,  formerly  distin* 
guished  by  the  name  of  Mar,  and  in  57  degrees  8.  59.  of  north  lati- 
tude, and  of  longitude  2  degrees  8.  0.  west  from,  London.  It  is  dis* 
tant  about  a  mile  from  the  efflux  of  the  river  Dee.  The  harbour  and 
quays  form  its  south  boundary,  and  the  Castlehill  its  termination 
upon  the  east.  The  ground  upon  which  the  older  parts  of  the  town 
have  been  built  is  very  irregular,  being  formed,  in  a  great  measure, 
of  small  hills,  known  by  the  names  of  CastlehiU,  Saint  Katharine's 
hill,  Schoolhill,  Woolmanhill,  and  Porthill.  In  the  course  of  ages,  the 
surface  of  the  ground  has  undergone  many  alterations,  which  have 
been  occasioned  chiefly  by  frequent  accidental  fires,  when  the  build- 
ings were  composed  of  wood,  and  other  OHnbustible  materials ;  and 
particularly  by  the  conflagration  in  the  re^  of  King  David  II.  when 
the  town  was  set  on  fire  and  completely  d^troyed  by  the  English. 

In 
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In  rebuilding  houses  after  the  calamity  of  fire,  the  owners  seem 
to  have  made  no  great  exertion  in  clearing  away  the  ruins  and  rub- 
bish. By  the  accumulation  of  these,  in  the  progress  of  time,  many 
of  the  old  streets  have  been  raised  above  their  ancient  level,  and 
hollow  parts  have  been  filled  up.  These  circumstances  become  evi- 
dent at  the  present  time,  when  the  foundations  of  houses  are  digging 
in  many  parts  of  the  town. 

The  circimiference  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  was 
calculated  to  be  only  2141  double  paces.*  It  is  now  about  4500 
yards,  without  inducing  Futtie,  or  any  part  of  Gilcomston. 

The  village  of  Futtie,  which  was  formerly  occupied  chiefly  by 
white-fishers,  f  is  situated  betwixt  the  town  and  the  efflux  of  the 
river  Dee,  and  forms  its  suburb  on  this  quarter.  On  the  west  side  of 
the  Gallowgate  there  was  formerly  a  considerable  sheet  of  water,  now 
much  confined,  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Loch,  which 
supplies  the  public  miUs  with  water  for  driving  their  machinery. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  King  James  V.  in  the  year 
1529,  had  granted  his  royal  licence  to  the  magistrates  to  fortify  the 
town  with  walls,  and  other  works  of  defence ;  but  it  does  not  appear, 
that  it  ever  had  been  encompassed  by  a  wall  on  any  quarter :  at  least, 
no  vestiges  of  any  such  are  now  remaining,  or  were  to  be  seen  within 
the  memory  of  man.  In  ancient  times,  when  the  disorders  of  the 
kingdom  required  that  the  citizens  should  confine  themselves  within 
the  gates  of  the  town,  and  adopt  measures  of  precaution  for  its 
safety,  the  avenues  or  vennels  leading  to  the  fields  were  generally 
built  up,  or  so  secured  as  to  prevent  any  sudden  entrance  of  an 
enemy.  This,  joined  with  the  contiguity  of  the  buildings,  and 
garden  walls,  answered  every  purpose  of  defence.    The  gates  of  the 

^  town^ 


of  Aberdeen^  by  PMilopolUeus,  p.  Sl£. 

t  In  the  year  1809,  two  courts  of  buildings  were  erected,  by  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen,  for 
dwelling  houses  to  the  white  fishers,  on  the  north  side  of  the  new  pier,  where  they  now  reside. 
Six  fishing  boats,  besides  several  yawls,  9xe  employed,  in  favourable  weather,  for  taking  white  fish, 
chiefly  for  supplying  the  inhabitants  with  that  commodity;  and  occasionally  the  fishers  are  engaged 
as  pilots. 
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town,  leading  to  the  suburbs,  were  six  in  number,  substantially  built, 
and  secured  with  catbands  and  locks,  in  times  of  disorder  in  the 
country.    They  were  distinguished  by  the  name  of  ports. 

THE  GALLOWGATE  PORT 

Was  situated  near  the  extremity  of  the  street  known  by  that 
name,  and  on  the  south-west  comer  of  the  lane  which  leads  towards 
the  Porthill.  As  far  back  as  the  year  1518,  it  was  regarded  as  hav- 
ing pretensions  to  antiquity.  The  royal  arms,  which  were  placed 
over  it,  having  been  defaced  by  time,  were  ordered  to  be  renewed, 
and  the  fabric  itself  to  be  repaired,  the  expense  being  defrayed  by 
the  fines  and  forfeitures  of  the  courts  of  the  borough.* 

JUSTICE  PORT 

Was  constructed  in  the  year  1439f  on  the  north-east  comer  of  the 
Castlegate,  near  the  entry  to  the  Gardener's  lane ;  and  the  expense, 
being  five  merks,  was  defrayed  by  the  fine  of  admission  of  a  buT^ess 
of  guild.  In  the  year  1587,  it  underwent  considerable  alterations 
and  repairs,  under  the  directions  of  the  town  clerk,  and  the  expense, 
being  forty  merks,  was  paid  by  the  dean  of  guild,  f  This  fabric  was, 
in  ancient  times,  appropriated  to  the  exposure  of  the  heads  and  limbs 
of  malefactors,  who  had  suffered  the  severest  punishment  of  the  law* 
Hence  it  obtained  the  name  by  which  it  was  distinguished. 

FUTTIE'S  PORT 

Stood  on  the  south-east  comer  of  the  Castlegate,  and  being  in  the 
line  of  the  ordinary  communication  with  the  suburbs,  called  Fut- 
tie,  was  known  by  that  name ;  but  when  it  was  erected  we  have  not 
been  informed. 

TRINITY,  OR  QIJAT-HEAD  PORT 

Was  erected  in  the  south  end  of  the  Shiprow,  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  Shorebrae,  and  was  removed  early  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

8  c  As 


*  ComiGil  Beipster,  toL  x.  p»  140.  t  Ibid.  toL  iv.  p.  W9.  voL  mii.  p*  272 
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As  it  led  to  the  Trinity  Friars'  place,  as  well  as  to  the  quay,  it  ob- 
tained these  nai^ies. 

NETHERKIRKGATE  PORT. 

When  this  structure  was  erected  cannot  be  discovered.  It  was 
situated  close  upon  the  entry  to  the  lane,  which  leads  from  the  street 
to  the  flour-mill. 

UPPERKIRKGATE  PORT. 

This  appears  to  have  been  an  andent  structure,  and  was  situated 
in  the  west  end  of  the  street,  about  sixty  yards  eastward  of  the  pi^ 
sent  Tannery-street.  Previous  to  the  year  1585,  a  gallery  had  been 
erected  over  it,  having  apartments  which  communicated  with  the  ad« 
joining  house,  on  the  north  side.  In  that  year,  Patrick  Davidson, 
the  propriety  of  the  tenement,  obtained  permission  from  the  magis* 
tratf  s  and  council  to  repair  the  gallery.  In  the  year  179S,  it  was  pur- 
chased by  the  treasurer,  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  coimcil,  at  L.140 
sterling  of  price;  and  the  whcde  structure  was  soon  afterwards  de« 
molished.  * 

About  the  year  1768,  when  the  number  of  wheel  carriages  had 
considerably  increased,  the  gates  were  found  to  be  extremely  incon-» 
venient,  and  a  great  obstruction  to  loaded  carriages.  An  act  of  council 
was,  therefore,  passed,  ordaining  all  the  ports  to  be  taken  down  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  they  were,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  after* 
wards,  removed,  as  being  altogether  unnecessary,  and,  indeed,  useless 
fabrics. 

The  keys  of  the  gates  were,  in  ancient  times,  represented  by  three 
small  silver  keys,  which  were  part  of  the  insignia  of  the  office  of  chief 
magistrate.  Accordingly,  at  the  annual  election,  they  were  delivered 
to  the  provost,  who  was  custodier  of  them  while  in  office ;  and  the 
ceremony  of  delivering  them  to  the  provost  elect,  is  observed  at  the 
present  day. 

In 


*  Council  Register,  vol.  xxxi,  p.  610.  p.  Ixvi.  p.  246. 
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In  the  course  of  the  few  years  that  have  elapsed  of  the  mneteenth 
Century,  the  town  has  undergone  many  important  alterations  and  im- 
provements. The  avenues  leading  to  it,  both  from  the  south  and 
north,  were  formerly  narrow  and  indirect ;  the  public  streets,  in  ge- 
neral, were  very  incommodious  ;  and  the  town  itself  was  very  much 
confined,  having .  no  proper  accommodation,  for  building  houses 
for  its  increasing  population.  To  remedy  these  inconveniences, 
two  new  streets,  from  the  south  and  north,  communicating  with  the 
Castle-street,  were  opened,  in  the  year  1801,  under  the  authority  of 
an  act  of  parliament  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion. When  the  act  was  obtained,  and  sufficiency  of  ground  ac- 
quired, advertisements  were  published  by  the  magistrates,  desiring 
plans  to  be  given  in,  agreeably  to  which  buildings  might  be 
erected,  in  the  most  regular  and  commodious  manner,  in  the  line 
of  these  streets.  Several  plans  were  accordingly  lodged,  and  that 
designed  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  architect  in  Glasgow,  was  approved  of, 
and  adopted.  A  spacious  street  was  formed,  from  the  west  en4  of 
the  Castlegate  to  the  extremity  of  the  town  on  that  side.  This 
street,  which  is  seventy  feet  in  breadth,  opened  up  at  once  a  consi- 
derable extent  of  building  ground  for  enlarging  the  town.  In  the 
execution  of  this  branch  of  the  undertaking,  many  difficulties  oc- 
curred, which  it  became  necessary  to  obviate.  Saint  Katharine's  hill 
being  in  the  line,  was  speedily  removed,  although  the  wwk  was  at- 
tended with  considerable  expense.  As  it  was  necessary  to  carry  the 
street  over  the  Denbum,  and  over  low  ground  near  it,  at  a  high  eleva- 
tion, a  magnificent  bridge,*  consisting  of  an  arch  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  span,  and  forty-four  in  breadth,  was  constructed,  of  gra- 
nite, neatly  finished,  and  ornamented  with  a  cornice,  stone  parapet, 
and  balustrade,  of  highly  dressed  granite ;  the  height  of  which,  irom 
the  surface  of  the  groimd  below,  is  fifty  feet.    The  street,  which  is 

S  c  2  called 


*  The  Mdge,  of  whidi  the  kej-etene  of  the  arA  wae  driven^  25th  Augost,  1803,  is  Wholly 
built  of  Aberdeen  gmile^  and  liin^thes  an  additinnal  proof  of  the  excellency  of  this  stone,  and  of 
its  solidity  to  sustain  the  immenee  weight  and  pressure  of  an  arch  of  such  magnitude.  It  rises  only 
twenty-nine  feet  above  the  spring ;  the  stones  are  from  three  and  a  half  to  five  feet  deep,  and  the 
whole  materials  are  calculated  at  two  thousand  tons.  There  are  three  blind  arches,  one  on  the  west 
cad,  and  other  two  on  the  east  of  the  great  arch^  for  raisiiig  the  street  to  its  proper  heighth* 
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called  Union-street,  passes  over  Putachieside  and  Correction-wynd^ 
upon  stone  arches,  under  which  the  largest  carriages,  when  loaded, 
may  freely  pass. 

The  other  street,  which  is  sixty  feet  wide,  and  is  called  King- 
street,  was,  at  the  same  time,  opened  from  the  north  into  the  Castle-> 
gate,  to  form  a  communication  with  the  coast  road,  which  passes  by 
Old  Aberdeen.  The  buildings  in  both  streets  being  constructed  con- 
formably to  the  plan  which  had  been  adopted,  have  a  beautiful  ap- 
pearance, and  a  great  superiority  over  those  in  the  older  parts  of  the 
town.  Union-street  is  substantially  paved,  as  far  as  the  bridge,  with 
regular  coursed  granite  stones,  in  the  carriage  way ;  and  on  each  side, 
the  foot  pavement,  ten  feet  broad,  is  of  dressed  granite.   ^ 

In  order  to  render  the  approaches  to  the  central  part  of  the 
town  free  and  commodious,  on  all  sides,  a  communication  was,  a  few 
years  afterwards,  made,  from  the  north,  to  Union-street,  by  St.  Nicho- 
las-street, which  was  also  opened  by  the  magistrates.  These  im- 
provements, upon  the  whole,  have  contributed  not  only  to  the  em- 
bellishment of  the  town,  but  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, many  of  whom  have  erected  handsome  and  spacious  houses  in 
the  lines  of  these  streets.  But,  however  important  these  may  have 
been  to  the  town  and  community,  the  enormous  expense  attending 
the  undertaking  has  proved  fatal  to  the  treasury  of  Aberdeen.  By 
these  alterations  and  improvements  the  town  has,  in  a  mannei^ 
changed  its  local  situation,  and  expanded  in  almost  every  directioni. 
It  has  spread  considerably  westward,  and  what  was  formerly  garden 
ground  and  corn  fields  is  now  occupied  as  sites  of  dwelling  houses. 
In  the  same  manner,  grounds  on  the  north  and  north-west  sides  have 
been  appropriated  to  streete,  and  areas  for  building  houses,  in  every 
direction* 

The  length  of  the  town,  from  east  to  west,  reckoning  from  the 
barrack,  on  the  Castlehill,  to  the  extremity  of  Union^lace^  may  be 
about  1800  yards ;  and,  from  south  to  north,  in  a  straight  line,  from 
the  quay  to  the  extremity  of  Love-lane^  about  1500  yards.  But  in 
these  lines  there  are  many  pieces  of  ground,  on  which  no  houses 
have    been    erected ;    and,    in   all   probability,    many   years   will 

elapse 
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elapse  before  the  population  of  the  town  requires  all  these  grounds 
for  dwelling  houses. 

Aberdeen  is  divided  into  four  wards,  or  districts,  called  the  Even^ 
Futticj  Green^  and  Crooked  Quarters,  and,  in  former  times,  comprised 
the  whole  parish  of  Saint  Nicholas^  which  is  of  very  small  extent. 
Of  late  years,  the  town  has,  by  the  extended  improvements,  em- 
braced a  considerable  portion  of  the  parish  of  Old  Machar,  by  which 
it  is  surrounded  on  every  quarter,  except  on  the  east,  and  part  of  the 
south  side.  As  early  as  the  year  1595,  it  having  been  found  that  the 
population  of  the  town  had  greatly  increased,  it  was  resolved  by  the 
citizens,  in  a  head  court,  to  divide  it  into  two  parishes,  one  of  which 
was  to  be  formed  of  the  Even  and  Futtie  quarters,  and  the  other  of 
the  Green  and  Crooked  quarters;  that  there  should  be  four 
churches,  four  sessions,  and  four  congregations,*  with  four  clergy- 
men to  be  appointed  for  parochial  duty ;  but  this  plan  never  was 
carried  into  effect.  These  circumstances,  however,  tend  to  evince, 
that,  at  that  time,  the  town  was  in  a  much  more  flourishing  stat^ 
both  with  regard  to  population  and  otherwise,  than  at  any  subsequent 
period,  previous  to  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  buildings  of  the  town,  and  of  the  suburbs,  occupy  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  royalty  of  the  borough,  which  extends  nearly 
seven  miles,  in  a  north-west  direction,  and  embraces  a  considerable 
pi^rt  of  the  parish  of  Old  Machar,  and  a  portion  of  the  adjoining 
parish  of  Newhills.  The  magistrates  exercise  their  jurisdiction  over 
the  whole  royalty,  as  well  as  over  the  town ;  the  properties  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  former  holding  either  burgage,  or  of  the  magis- 
trates and  council,  as  immediate  superiors  of  the  lands  and  property 
comprehended  within  them.  These  boundaries  will  be  best  ex- 
plained by  an  instrument  of  perambulation  of  the  marches,  which 
are  occasionally  visited  by  the  magistrates,  and  some  of  the  younger 
burgesses,  as  recorded  in  the  council  register,  f 

The 


*  Council  Register,  voL  zxzvi.  p.  880.  6ll. 

t  Extract  of  the  instrument^  taken,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1698,  at  riding  the  marches  of  the 
freedom  lands  belonging  to  the  borough  of  Aberdeen,  comprehending,  within  its  circuit,  the  lands 
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The  population  of  the  town,  and  that  of  the  royalty,  are  two  dis- 
tinct objects  of  consideration.     Within  the  latter,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed 


of  Rttbieslaw  and  Cruived^  the  forest  of  Slocket,  and  all  the  other  freedom  lands  annexed  to  the 
bottmgb. 

^  The  magistrates  and  coandlli  acconpanied  by  certain  of  thefaretheren  of  guild,  and  deacons  of 
thecxaftmen  of  akt,  skillful  and  expert  in  the  town's  utter  merches,  conform  as  tfiey  have  been  osed 
to  be  ridden  yearly,  past  memory,  of  man^  being  met  at  the  Woman-hiU,  past,  and  perambulate  the 
utter  merches  and  borders  of  the  common  lands  of  Aberdeen,  and  freedom  thereof,  distinguishing 
the  same  from  the  omt-laads,  Lord's-laads/  lyiag  mavdied  eontigiie  together;  and  first  b^an  and 
took  up  their  first  mareh^  aS  the  samea  was  wottt  to  be  taken  up  of  old,  at  an  march-stone  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Justice  Mylne  bum,  foment  the  nook  of  Coble's  Croft,  contigue  to  the  east  side  of 
the  King^s  gate,  called  the  Wain  Gate,  on  the  south  side  of  the  new  bridge,  where  there  b  ane  great 
stone,  marked  with  an  sauser^  at  the  novth-west  nook  of  the  booses  ktely  baih  by  Fenriehill;  and 
thetefrae^  ryding  in  the  Hardgate,  to  the  house,  called  tbe  Halfjpennie  hous^  whera  thiefe  is  an 
march-stone^  with  an  sauser,  at  the  north-west  side  of  the  s^id  house,  on  the  brink  of  the  bume ; 
and  therefrae,  north-west,  to  the  houses  at  Cowperstown,  where  there  is  an  sausered  stone,  two  dls, 
cr  thereby,  from  the  sottth»east  garel  of  the  westmost  house ;  wnd  therefrae,  south,  a  pair  of  butts, 
wikere  there  is  a  stone  with  a  sanscr,  in  an  dyke  belonging  to  the  lauds  of  Pitmuckstewn ;  and 
therefrae,  south-west,  or  thereby,  to  Collielaw^  where  there  i9  ane  great  stone  on  the  east  syde  of 
several  other  stones ;  and  therefrae,  sputh  south-west,  or  thereby,  to  an  great  craige  stone,  wherein 
there  is  an  sauser  and  four  witter  hoQs,  and  ane  csme  beside  the  same,  above  the  lands  at  Ruthre- 
atown ;  and  therefrae  wast,  or  thereby,  to  Leslie's  fourd,  where  there  is  a  ston,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  fourd,  maxked  whh  ane  P  for  prdpertie,  wbere  there  is  a  came ;  and  past  to  the  Cult  gate, 
^fuhair,  at  the  east  end  of  the  falds  of  HtfeddeUs*  there  is  an  eton  with  a  saosev,  aod  theiaAa^ 
kecpaad  the  said  gate  wast,  or  thereby,  quhair  there  is  an  other  eacdp&st  ston  with  an  came,  and 
keepand  in  the  said  gate  quhair  there  is  an  march-stone  anent  Banchrie,  with  an  sauser  ;  and  keep- 
ing  in  the  said  gate,  where  there  is  sne  great  long  eard-fast  stone,  with  ane  sauser,  anent  Ardo,  and 
Ihie  that  to  the  daau  of  CultSy  othtrwajra  ealkdl  the  MUtNdam  a£  PitfoddUBs^  wheie  tfaeie  m  ane 
mcreh  skme,  wiA  an  SMisev  and  four  witter  holls;  and  tberefisae  to  the  north  nook  of  the  back  hiU 
of  Cults,  where  there  is  ane  great  stone,  with  four  witter  holes,  and  ane  sauser;  and  therefrae,  to  the 
head  of  the  falds  of  Cults,  where  there  is  ane  high  march  stone,  with  an  sauser  on  the  top  thereof; 
and  thereft«B,  soudi^westi  to  ane  great  ston  beside  BeDs  WeDs^  with  three  holes  en  the  syde,  and 
ane  sauacr  on  Aetope;  and  therefrae,  keepan  the  Nether  WeUhaads  soath*we8t|  or  thereby,  to  ane 
great  stone  beneath  Cnrfgiebog>  in  the  east  syde  of  the  eastmost  Grindlay  Bume^  marked  with  ane 
sauser ;  and  on  the  west  syde  of  the  said  Orindly  Bum  ane  other  stone,  with  ane  sauser ;  and  there* 
ftae,  keepand  west  to  the  den  of  MurtheH,  quhair  there  is  ane  uther  sausered  stone,  widi  ane  came, 
on  the  edge  of  the  road;  and  therefrae  to  an  march  ston^  St  the  head  of  the  dn  of  Muffthd),  oo  the 
aouth-west  side  of  the  myre  betwixt  the  lands  of  Murthell  and  Westfield;  and  from  that  wast  tom 
wards  the  Wedder  Craig,  quhair  there  is  an  other  merch  ston  upon  an  knowhead,  with  an  came; 
aud  straight  to  the  Wedder  Craig,  quhair  is  an  other  ston  upon  an  other  knowhead,  marked  with  an 
sauser ;  and  from  that  to  the  Wedder  Craigs,  quhair  there  is  ane  great  eard-fost  ston,  marked  with 
an  sauser ;  and  therefrae,  north- wast,  to  ane  march  stone  at  Brunie's  grave,  marked  widi  an  sauser  ; 
and  fiae  thai^  north-wast,  or  thereby,  where  there  ia  an  great  craig,  with  an  sauser  on  the  BronthiU; 
and  thactfrae  dsacwiding  down  the  said  BrunthiU,  awirth^  or  thcaeby,  to  ane  sink  at  the  aoutb  side  of 
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posed  to  be  about  S2,000.    The  population  of  the  parish  of  Saint 
Nicholas,  which  is  nov  wholly  occupied  by  the  town,  was  in  the  year 

1755, 


the  Reifik  to  the  Betienford^  betwixt  Brotherfield  and  the  Laato,  and  firae  that  to  the  Rbging  Stone, 
and  from  that,  keeping  the  bum  to  Brediach  Foord,  betwixt  the  lands  of  Kinmundie  and  Kings- 
walb;  and  therefrae,  keepand  Ate  bume  to  ane  atonie  fourd,  betwixt  the  lands  of  Kinmundie,  be- 
longing to  Craigmyll,  and  Tnllechi  bekn^ging  to  Crabston ;  and  from  that,  keeping  the  bme, 
where  there  is  an  march  stone  in  the  east  gyde  of  the  bume,  markedNnth  an  sauser,  forgainst  the 
room  of  TuUoch ;  and  from  that  to  the  Blackburn,  where  there  is  ane  march  stone  at  the  Inver, 
betwixt  the  fihckbum  and  the  Blindbura,  masked  with  an  sauser,  fbrgainst  ane  Mother  Swaill  on 
the  south  side  of  the  said  Bladcbwme,  and  against  tlie  said  Inver;  and  aacendb^^  or  hoUiiyvp  the 
said  Blinbom,  north-^ast,  or  thereby,  still  keeping  the  sink,  and  the  said  Blindbum^  at  the  south 
side  of  Elrickhill,  while  it  come  to  the  head  of  the  said  Blindbum,  where  there  is  ane  little  moss, 
with  an  caime  in  the  midst  thereof;  and  holding  through  the  midst  of  the  said  little  moss  to  the 
head  of  the  Gartlet  bum ;  and  from  that,  descending  down  the  said  bum,  till  it  come  to  the  foord 
at  the  Chapman  rode,  where  there  is  ane  stone  marked  with  an  sauser,  where  the  said  rode  crosses 
the  Ibord,  and  an  caime  beride  the  same ;  and  baUitig  up  the  said  Chapman  rode,  where  Aete  is  aae 
march  staie,  marked  iinth  ati  sauser  at  the  syde  of  the  cnoft,  Called  the  GfeeowaU  tree;  and  lhec«- 
frae,  keeping  the  said  rode  to  ane  march  stone,  marked  with  an  sauser,  in  an  myre  at  the  north  syde 
of  the  hill  of  Brimond,  in  the  south  syde  of  the  rode,  with  an  came;  and  therefrae,  keeping  the 
•aid  Chapman  road  till  it  come  to  ane  great  march  slaiie,  marked  with  ane  P,  finr  propertie,  and  ane 
aauser,  at  the  wast  head  of  the  croft  of  Aaheliillodca,  and  keeping  in  the  aakl  Chapman^rode  till  the 
Gouff  hum ;  and  from  that,  keeping  in  the  said  rode,  to  an  eard-fast  stone,  on  the  south  syde  of  the 
rode^  marked  with  an  sauser;  and  from  that  till  another  stcme,  with  ane  sauser,  on  the  south  syde 
of  the  said  rode;  and  therefrae,  to  another  march  atone,  marked  with  a  sauser;  all  of  them  at  the 
head  of  the  folds  belonging  to  Crabston  ;  and  from  that  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  betwixt  Sdettie  and 
'Grabston,  where  there  is  ane  great  atone,  with  an  aanaer  and  ane  cairn;  and  therefrae  keeping  the 
jaaidaade  to  another  ataaie,  marked  with  an  aanacr  and  a  came,  betwixt  tiie  aaid  lands,  in  the  nordi 
of  ane  little  moaa;  and  thesefrae  to  anodier  march  ataie,  on  the  east  aide  of  tiie  moss,  in  the 
aide  of  an  earn  nigt  belos^gingto  Nedier  NewUUa;  and  keeping  die  aaid  rode,  to  the  north 
nook  of  the  croft  of  Wagiey,  where  these  ia  an  eard-fiut  stone^  with  an  aauser  and  an  came;  and 
from  that,  iioilding  diroagh  the  said  croft  of  Wagley,  to  an  great  sausered  stone  on  the  bank  of 
Bnc&sbum,  on  the  waat  aide  of  die  said  bom,  above  die  old  damme  and  foord  of  the  somen ;  and 
therefrae,  crossand  the  said  bum,  and  keepand  an  dyke  eastward  to  the  old  dykes  of  Auchmill, 
while  it  come  to  ane  mardi  stone  lyand  on  the  north  syde  of  the  sud  gate,  and  keeping  die  said 
gate,  to  an  march  stone  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  bum,  caUed  North  field ;  and  therefrae,  holding 
down  the  said  bum  to  the  water  of  Done,  and  holding  down  the  said  water  of  Done  till  it  come  to 
the  old  found  of  the  DimiF^yke;  and  from  that,  keeping  the  said  dyke  till  ye  come  to  the  Craig- 
head, where  there  is  an  stone  marked  with  an  sauser ;  and  therefrae  keeping  the  said  dyke  till'  it 
comes  to  the  teilled  land  of  C^perstown ;  and  therefrae  to  an  eard-fast  stone,  on  the  high  gate,  with 
ane  sauser;  and  therefrae  to  the  place  where  it  was  thought  the  kill  of  Caperstown  stood;  andtum- 
ing  on  again  to  the  laigh,  and  holding  down  the  said  laigh,  east,  or  south-east,  or  thereby,  betwixt 
Coleston's  dyke  and  the  lands  of  Qiperstown,  to  the  fourd  above  Peterstown,  called  the  King^s 
fourd ;  and  keeping  the  said  gate,  to  ane  march  stone  in  the  den,  called  Ketty-brouster,  marked 
with  an  eauser  and  ane  key ;  and  therefrae,  keeping  die  north-east  side  of  the  gate,  ston  by  ston  as 
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1755,  according  to  Dr.  Webster's  account,  found  to  be  only  10,488. 
By  the  parliamentary  enumeration,  in  the  year  1801,  it  was  found  to 
be  18,057.  Since  that  period,  it  must  have  considerably  increased ; 
for,  in  the  year  1811,  when  the  last  enumeration  was  made,  under  the 
authority  of  parliament,  it  amounted  to  21,639,  in  the  four  several 
districts  of  the  town.*  To  this  there  ought  to  be  added  the  popu- 
lation of  that  part  of  it  which  is  locally  situated  within  the  parish  of 
Old  Machar,  and  supposed  to  be  3670.  So  that,  upon  the  whole, 
the  population  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen  may  be  estimated  at  25,209, 
in  the  year  1811.  The  number,  however,  has,  of  late  years,  still  in- 
creasec^  owing  principally  to  the  rapid  progress  of  manufactures, 
and  to  public  undertakings.  At  the  present  time,  the  whole  popu* 
lation  cannot  be  less  than  28,000. 

The  elevated  situation  of  Aberdeen,  at  a  distance  from  any  stag* 
nant  water,  and  exposed  to  the  sea  breeze,  renders  it,  in  general,  a 
very  healthy  place.  It  is  only  a  short  mile  distant  from  the  sea 
beach,  which  is  a  flat  sand,  extending  from  the  harbour  for  many 
miles  northward.  The  inhabitants  were  formerly  very  much  crowded 
together,  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town ;  but,  since  the  commence- 
ment 


tbey  are  marked  with  maaen,  through  the  craft  of  PickeUtOlin,  in  the  midst  of  which  croft  there 
are  two  march  stones^  markt  with  Sanct  Peter^s  key,  with  cames;  and  therefrae,  to  an  eard-fast 
atone,  on  the  north  aide  of  Spittle*hill,  marked  with  an  aauaer  and  an  key ;  and  therefive,  keeping 
the  cart-road  to  the  GaUow  Shucks,  where  there  ia  an  eard-fiwt  atone,  marked  with  ane  aauaer  and 
an  key ;  and  therefrae,  down  the  north  aide  of  the  aaid  swell,  to  an  atrype,  called  the  Banatidde 
bum,  and  holding  down  the  aaid  Banatidde  bum  till  it  enter  the  aalt  aea,  and  keeping  in  the  aea 
ayde  to  the  blockhouae ;  and  therefrae,  up  the  ahoar."-— [[CoimcU  B^Uter,  voL  IviL  p.  656,  ei  teq.^ 


*  Extract  from  the  Parliamentary  enumeration,  in  the  year  1811. 
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ment  of  the  extended  improvements^  these  inconveniences  have  been 
obviated,  many  additional  houses  have  been  built  upon  a  uniform 
plan,  even  beyond  what  the  actual  population  of  the  town  necessarily 
required;  and  the  inhabitants  have  been  more  commodiously  and 
comfortably  lodged  than  they  were  in  former  times.  These  improve- 
ments,  upon  the  whole,  have  not  only  been  beneficial  to  the  public 
at  large,  but  have  conduced  to  the  general  salubrity  of  the  place, 
while  they  are  highly  ornamental  to  the  town  itself. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  several  new  streets 
were  opened,  in  different  directions,  in  various  parts ;  and,  in  the 
lines  of  these  streets,  many  houses  have  been  built.  In  the  present 
century,  since  Union-street  and  King-street  have  been  laid  out,  a 
great  number  of  additional  streets  and  courts  have  been  formed ;  but 
the  buildings  in  the  lines  of  these  have  not  yet  made  great  progress, 
although  advancing  by  degrees.* 

OF  THE  SUBURBS  AND  ENVIRONS  OF  ABERDEEN. 

The  situation  of  the  town,  which  possesses  few  local  advantages  as 
a  place  of  commerce,  is  in  a  comer  of  the  county  at  one  time  the 
most  barren  and  sterile  that  could  well  be  figured.  The  only  culti- 
vated fields  in  its  close  vicinity  were  a  few  patches  of  ground,  known 
by  the  name  of  borough  roods,  lying  chiefly  on  its  east  side,  betwixt 
the  town  and  the  links,  and  some  acres  which  had  belonged  to  the 
monastic  and  other  religious  institutions.  On  the  south  side  it  was 
limited  by  the  river  Dee ;  on  the  west  and  north-west,  by  the  lands 
of  Bubiskw  and  Foresterhill,  which  remained,  for  many  ages,  in  an 
unimproved  state :  and  also  by  the  lands  of  Gilcomston.  Beyond 
these,  nothing  was  to  be  observed,  for  several  miles,  but  the  Stocket, 
formerly  a  royal  forest,  spreading  to  a  considerable  distance,  with 
little  thickets  of  decayed  trees,  stunted  brush  wood,  and  a  dreary 
waste,  in  which  scarcely  any  thing  was  produced  except  furze,  broomi 

8  D  and 


^  The  foHowing  new  Streets  were  opened,  in  the  course  of  the  eighteenth  oentury :— Virginia, 
Tannery,  North,  Marischal,  fiefanont.  Queen,  James,  Carmelite,  George,  and  St  Andrew's  Streets. 
Since  the  year  1800,  Uni<m,  King,  St  Nicholas,  Frederick,  Wales,  Prince's,  Diamond,  Silver, 
Chapel,  Skene,  and  Nelson  Streets,  Union  Terrace,  and  Golden  Square,  have  been  made  out 
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and  detached  pieces  of  heath,  interspersed,  with  an  accumulation  of 
rugged  stones,  and  abundance  of  bogs  and  spoutj  marshes.  The 
greatest  part  of  these  wastes  belonged  to  the  corporation,  and,  for 
many  ages,  was  regarded  as  of  little  intrinsic  value.  But  all  these 
territories  have,  by  the  exertions  and  industry  of  individuals,  been, 
within  the  period  of  half  a  century,  improved,  and  converted  into 
valuable  and  productive  lands. 

Soon  after  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection  in  the  year  1746, 
the  magistrates  and  town  council  began  to  direct  their  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  these  wastes;  but  this  was  an  undertaking  that 
could  be  accomplished  only  by  individual  exertion.  The  lands  of 
Gilcomston,*  which  then  belonged  to  the  treasurer,  were,  at  that 
time,  in  the  occupation  of  three  tenants,  who  were  in  a  situation 
which  scarcely  enabled  them  to  pay  very  low  rents,  far  less  to  under- 
take permanent  or  beneficial  improvements  upon  their  farms.  These 
lands  were  parcelled  into  twelve  small  lots,  and  being  exposed  to  sale 
by  auction,  for  the  consideration  of  an  annual  feu  duty,  whereof  one 
fifth  part  was  to  be  redeemed  at  twenty-five  years'  purchase,  were  ac- 
quired by  different  purchasers.  No  sooner  had  this  plan  been  ac^ 
complished,  than  the  feuers  commenced  their  operations  of  improv- 
ing and  inclosing  the  fields.  In  the  space  of  a  few  years,  the  grounda 
were  brought  into  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  in  the  centie  of 
them  was  raised  a  considerable  village,  which,  of  late  years^  has  very 
much  increased,  in  the  number  of  its  buildings,  in  every  quarter* 

The 


*  These  knds  were  purehased  by  tke  ttewMter,  m  the  year  167S,  from  Sir  Anchew  Pletcher» 
uncle  and  tutor  to  Mr.  Menzies  of  Pitfoddek^  then  proprietor,  for  the  sum  of  26,500  merks,  Scot- 
tish money,  or  L.1472  4s.  5d.  sterling;  and  the  price  was  chiefly  paid  out  t^  the  funds  belonging 
to  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  under  the  administrBtioa  of  the  magistrates  and  oouneiL  In  the  year  1092, 
the  property  was,  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  eouncQ,  transferred  by  the  treasaver  to  the  office* 
bearer  in  the  council  who  is  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Master  of  Kirk  and  Bridge  works. 
It  remained  under  liis  charge  until  the  year  1749>  when,  under  the  same  authority,  it  was  re^ 
disponed  to  the  treasurer ;  at  which  time  there  were  upon  it  only  three  farm  houses  and  a  milL 
In  the  year  1753,  these  lands,  after  having  been  feued  out,  were,  by  another  act  of  council,  or« 
dered  tobe  sold  to  the  Master  of  Kirk  and  Bridge  works,  fiir  behoof  of  the  Bd^ge  of  Dee  ftind,  at 
the  rate  of  forty  years  purchase  of  the  fen  duties,  for  the  pwpose  of  enabHng  die  treasoMr  to  eKtiii>- 
guish  a  part  of  the  public  debt  of  the  tawn^^^CmmcH  Register,  vel.  Ir.  p.  5M.  d  se^  v«L  Im  p. 
395.  vol  Izi.  p.  384*3 
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The  benefits  that  resulted^  not  only  to  the  community,  but  to  the 
individuals  who  had  embarked  in  these  undertakings,  induced  the 
magistrates  soon  afterwards  to  feu  off,  in  the  same  manner,  the  com- 
monty  and  barren  wastes,  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  no* 
tice.  In  a  few  years,  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  and  industry  of 
the  feuers,  the  grounds  were  cleared  of  all  obstructions,  improved, 
inclosed  at  an  immense  expense,  and  converted  into  com  fields,  vil- 
las, and  gardens.  The  ground  was  first  cleared  of  the  accumulation 
of  stones,  then  drained  and  trenched,  and,  in  the  progress  of  thirty  or 
forty  years,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  acres,  which,  in  their  original 
state,  were  not  worth,  on  an  average,  half  a  crown  the  acre,  were,  by 
these  means,  rendered  equal  to  L.4  or  L.5  of  yearly  rent.  The  fields 
were  soon  in  a  condition  to  produce  luxuriant  crops  of  grain,  green 
crops,  and  vegetables  for  the  table ;  and  what  was  formerly  a  dreary 
waste  is  now  the  summer  retreat  of  the  industrious  citizens,  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  plantations. 

OF  GILCOMSTON. 

This  village  may  now  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  suburbs  of 
Aberdeen.  Although  the  ground  on  which  it  is  built  possessed 
many  local  advantages  favourable  for  the  situation  of  a  town,  having 
a  fine  sloping  exposure  to  the  south-east,  with  a  small  stream  of 
water  running  through  it,  yet  no  plan  whatever  was  adopted,  either 
for  laying  out  regular  streets,  or  for  building  the  houses  upon  any 
uniform  design.  The  consequence  of  neglect  in  this  respect  has 
been,  that  the  buildings,  in  general,  are  mean,  and  very  irregular, 
many  of  them  being  occupied  by  labourjsrs,  and  the  lower  class  of  the 
people.  The  population,*  however,  rapidly  increased,  and,  there- 
fore, it  became  necessary  to  erect  a  place  of  worship  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  inhabitants.  Accordingly,  about  the  year  1770,  a 
chapel  of  easa^  under  the  established  church,  was  raised,  and  the  ex- 
pense defrayed  by  voluntary  contribution.  To  induce  people  to 
subscribe,  it  was  declared^  that  every  one  who  gave  a  certain  sum 

3  V  2  should 


The  population  of  GilcomatOD,  in  1818^  is  conjectured  to  be  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred. 
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should  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  minister.  This 
church,  which  was  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  at  Aberdeen,  is  a 
plain  building,  with  a  small  belfry,  and  capable  of  accommodating 
upwards  of  a  thousand  hearers.  Mr.  James  Gregory,  now  minister 
of  Banchory  Teman,  had,  for  many  years,  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
congregation,  and  was  succeeded,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  by  Mr. 
James  S[idd,  the  present  incumbent,  who  is  also  professor  of  oriental 
languages  in  Marischal  college.  The  annual  salary  is  about  L.200 ; 
and  the  chapel  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Old  Machar. 

OF  THE  DISTILLERY  ANI>  BREWERY. 

About  the  year  1750,  a  stock  company  commenced  the  distilla* 
tion  of  spirits  from  grain  at  the  mill  of  Gilcomston,  where  they 
erected  extensive  works ;  but  the  undertaking  appears  not  to  have 
been  attended  with  encouragement,  although  the  price  of  the  spirits 
was  so  low  as  Is.  8d.  the  Scottish  pint,  and  wai^  therefore,  soon  relin* 
quished.  About  twenty  years  aflerwards^  the  works  were  converted 
into  a  public  brewery,  which  was  conducted  under  the  name  of 
Messrs.  William  Black  &  Co.  This  branch  of  business  was  more 
successful  than  the  former.  The  company  brewed  table  beer,,  strong 
ale,  and  porter,  of  the  best  quality,  for  many  years,  both  for  home 
consumpt  and  for  exportation ;  but  they  have  recently  discontinued 
the  prosecution  of  the  business. 

On  the  west  precincts  of  the  town,  near  this  place,  is  situated 

THE  WELL  OF  SPAW. 

The  spring  rises  at  the  foot  of  the  slope  of  the  Woolmanhill; 
where  the  infirmary  and  its  garden  are  situated.  The  water  flows 
abundantly,  is  impregnated  with  iron  ore  and  vitriol,  and  has  been 
long  celebrated  for  its  medicinal  qualities  in  nephritic  disorders,  or 
in  obstructions.  About  the  year  1615,  the  spring,  over  which  a 
building,  ornamented  with  the  portraits  of  six  of  the  apostlesi  had 
stood  during  many  years,  attracted  the  attention  of  Dr.  William 
Barclay,  at  that  time  an  eminent  physician.  He  analysed  the 
water,  and,  having  discovered  ifs  qualities  and  virtues,  published 
a  treatise  upon  it,  under  the  title  of  **  Callirhoe,  commonly  called 

the 
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the  well  of  Spa,  or  the  nymph  of  Aberdene."*  The  building  having 
fallen  to  decay,  was  afterwards  repaired  by  George  Jameson,  the  ce- 
lebrated painter,  who  appears  to  have  been  subject  to  a  nephritic 
complaint.  The  well  was  in  high  repute  among  the  inhabitants,  on 
account  of  its  medicinal  virtues,  and  frequently  resorted  to  for  relief 
in  disorders  of  that  nature.  About  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  an  extraordinary  overflowing  of  the  Denbum,  which  runs 
near  it,  demolished  the  building,  and  buried  the  spring  among  the 
rubbish  of  the  hill.  In  this  situation  the  well  remained  till  the  year 
1670,  when  the  spring  having  again  made  its  appearance,  the  present 
structuref  was  erected  over  it  by  Alexander  Skene  of  Newtyle,  one 
of  the  baillies,  who  had  experienced  considerable  relief  from  drinking 
the  water.  About  the  year  1751,  the  spring  disappeared  for  some 
time,  but,  by  the  exertions  of  Dr.  James  Gordon  of  Fitlurg,  it  was 
recovered,  and  has  ever  since  continued  to  flow,  without  interrup- 
tion. Its  salutary  virtues  are  still  known  to  many  individuals,  who 
resort  to  it  for  relief  in  various  disorders.  In  the  summer  months  it 
is  much  frequented  by  the  citizens,  particularly  in  the  mornings. 

THE  TURNPIKE  ROADS 

Which  centre  at  Aberdeen,  are  1st.  The  great  north  road  from 
Stonehaven,  being  about  sixteen  miles  in  length.  2d.  The  road  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  Dee,  passing  to  Charles  town,  of  Aboyne, 
which  is  distant  from  Aberdeen  about  thirty  one  miles.    Sd.  The 

road 


*  ''  Now  I  proceed  to  shew  the  qualities  of  this  water;  for  trial  of  which  you  shall  take  a  little 
nu^^  bruise  it  in  pieces^  and  throw  it  into  a  drinking  glass^  full  of  this  water^  and  if  it  be  the  true 
water^  it  will  become  red,  like  claret  wine;  notwithstanding  that  a  nutgal  maketh  all  other  Hquour 
black,  were  it  never  so  redde  of  itself;  neither  is  there  any  moysture  in  the  world,  except  it  be  en- 
dued with  this  vitriolical  vertue,  that  can  draw  a  scarlet  colour  out  of  a  nutgaL  Beside  this  essay, 
there  is  another,  which  consisteth  in  distilling  of  this  water ;  for,  in  the  bottome  of  the  Alembicke, 
there  will  remaine  a  matter  unsavourie,  sometime  red,  and  sometime  black/'^Dr.  Barclays  Trea^ 
iise,  repuiUshed  in  Aberdeen  in  1674.]] 

f  On  the  jQront  of  the  building  there  are  cut,  in  stone,  a  thistle,  rose,  and  lilly,  with  a  diadem 
and  rising  sun,  having  under  them  the  following  inscription  :— 

''  As  Heaven  gives  me-^So  give  I  thee." 
"  Hoc  fonte  private  salu  in  patriam  populuma  fluat  spada  rediviva.^t-lGTO.'' 
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road  from  Skene,  which,  after  heing  carried  in  a  direction  nearly  due 
west  from  the  town  for  seven  miles,  divides  into  two  branches ;  one 
of  these  is  nineteen  miles  in  length,  and  passes  through  the  lands  of 
£cht  and  Midmar,  in  a  direction  nearly  in  the  midcUe  between  the 
rivers  Dee  and  Don,  until  it  reach  Drumlasfe,  in  the  north  part  of 
the  parish  of  Kincardine  O'Neil ;  the  other,  which  is  twenty  miles  in 
length,  is  carried  on  in  a  line  nearly  westerly,  to  the  church  of 
Alford.  This  turnpike,  and  its  two  branches,  extends  to  forty  seven 
miles.  4th.  The  great  road  from  Aberdeen  to  the  north-west,  at 
four  miles  from  the  town  diverges  into  two  branches ;  one  of  these 
passes  through  Kintore,  Inverury,  and  Huntly,  to  the  confines  d 
Banffshire ;  the  other  passes  through  Old  Meldrum  and  Turriff,  in  a 
direction  almost  due  north  to  the  town  of  Banff.  The  whole  length 
of  turnpike,  of  both  roads,  is  eighty  miles,  5th.  The  road  from 
Aberdeen  to  Buchan  extends  to  Ellon  seventeen  miles,  thence  to 
Binies  other  five  miles.  At  that  place,  it  separates  itito  two 
branches,  one  of  which  is  carried  to  Fraseraburgh,  and  the  other  to 
Peterhead.  This  road,  and  its  two  branches,  extend  in  length  to 
seventy  five  miles. 

OF  THE  HARBOUR  OF  ABERDEEN. 

For  many  ages,  the  harbour  remained  as  an  open  basin,  with  a 
low  island  in  the  middle,  called  the  Inches,*  which  separated  the 
channel  of  the  river  from  what  was  properly  called  the  harbour,  on 
the  north  side.     This  basin  spread  from  the  sloping  ground  on  the 

south 


*  The  Indies  aie  evidently  the  aoeumuktion  of  alluvioas  Biatter,  whkh^  being  bvoiigfat  down  by 
land  floods,  has,  by  Ae  oonlrariety  of  tbe  action  of  the  sea  and  tides,  been  dqxiaited  there  in  the 
coune  of  many  ages.  Indeed,  the  whole  Sandilands,  Links,  and  Fttttie,  have  originated  from  the 
same  eause.  The  workmen,  when  digging  the  Canal,  at  some  considerable  distance  from  the 
harbour,  fomid  embodied  in  the  bowels  of  the  earUi,  andiors,  and  other  artides,  whidi,  to  all  appear* 
ance,  must  have  been  the  remains  of  shipwreck  at  some  former  period.  Lately,  in  tibe  course  of 
dredging  preparatory  to  the  intended  works  upon  the  Inches,  at  thirteen  feet  under  low  water  of 
stream  tide,  and  twenty  eight  feet  under  the  general  surface  of  the  Inches,  there  were  found  two 
human  skulls,  with  a  large  piece  of  flint ;  and,  at  tbe  same  level,  great  quantities  of  shells,  and 
other  marine  depositions. 
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south  side  of  the  Castlegate  to  the  lands  of  Torrie^*  on  the  south. 
In  ancient  times,  the  only  piece  of  artificial  work  in  the  harbour  was 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  quayhead,  being  that  part  of  the 
old  pier  which  is  in  front  of  the  Weigh^house,  and  the  approach  to 
it  was  from  the  street  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Shipraw.  In 
the  year  1484^  that  work  having  become  ruinous,  was  ordered  to  be 
repaired,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  council,  and  the  expense  was 
defrayed  by  the  fines  imposed  on  forestaUers  and  regraters.  About 
the  year  1527)  the  quayhead  appears  to  have  undergone  considerable 
repairs,  and  to  have  been  parUy  rebuilt ;  but  such  was  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  materials  fit  for  the  purpose,  that  David  Anderson, 
master  of  the  pier  work,  was  dispatched  to  Dundee,  to  purchase  stones 
proper  for  the  building.  In  the  year  154S,  the  magistrates  and 
town  council,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commrmity,  imposed  a  tax 
of  eight  pence,  Scottish  money,  upon  the  ton  of  all  goods  imported 
and  exported,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the 
works  of  the  harbour.  Some  years  afterwards,  certain  regulations 
were  established  for  the  protection  of  shipping,  and  for  preventing 
ballast  of  vessels  from  being  thrown  into  the  harbour,  or  flood-mark, 
under  a  penalty ;  and  vessels  were  directed  to  be  moored  in  the  ^anr- 
pool  only.  In  the  year  1471,  the  council  and  community  imposed 
the  following  rates  and  duties,  to  be  levied,  not  only  from  the  mer* 
chants  of  the  town,  but  from  strangers,  for  the  support  of  those 
works,  viz.  for  each  chalder  of  victual  on  board  of  any  ship  or  boat  in 
the  harbour,  2s.  8d. ;  and  for  every  last  of  salmon,  and  of  other  goods, 
4s.  Scottish  money.    These  duties  were  afterwards  sanctioned  by  a 

grant 


*  On  the  •Otttb  tide  of  tbe  haarbour,  near  the  afflux  of  the  river  Dee,  etaada  the  amall  village  of 
Torrie,  which  is  now  occupied  only  by  a  few  familiea  of  white  fishers,  and  the  greatest  part  of  it 
belong*  to  the  towti  of  Aberdeen.  It  UraS  erected  iifto  a  borough  of  barony  by  King  James  IV. 
abouft  the  year  1495>  fer  the  necoaunodatiott  of  travellers  who  had  occasion  to  pass  by  Ae  ferry  at 
this  i^ace  on  their  way  southward,  partieuhrly  of  pilgriina  in  thear  progress  to  the  Abbey  of  Ar- 
broath, to  which  the  town  and  the  whole  adjacent  lands  then  belonged.  The  Abbot  had  a  seat  and 
other  acconunodations  near  the  church  of  Nfigg,  which  is  about  a  mile  distantt  There  are  twopaa- 
aage  boats  at  the  ferry  of  this  part  of  the  river,  employed  in  transporting  passengers  across  the  river. 
One  of  these  belongs  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  other  to  John  Menziea,  Esq.  of  Fitfoddels, 
pioprielor  of  the  west  half  of  the  bmmy  of 

t  M.&  Adrocata*! 
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grant  from  the  crown,  and  an  act  of  the  convention  of  the  royal  bo- 
roughs,  and  fixed  at  Ss.  for  every  ton  of  goods,  and  3s.  on  each  chal- 
der  of  victual.  In  the  year  1582,  David  Endeacht  having  been  per^ 
mitted  to  construct  a  crane  on  the  quay  for  the  convenience  of  ship- 
ping, was  authorised,  by  the  council,  to  levy  Is.  6d.  for  each  ton  of 
goods,  in  name  of  craneage  duties.  At  that  time,  such  was  the  rage 
for  securing,  in  perpetuity,  every  branch  of  property  or  casual  reve- 
nue belonging  to  the  town,  that  Mr.  Endeacht  speedily  obtained  a 
feu  grant  of  the  craneage  duties  to  himself,  his  heirs,  and  assignees, 
for  ever,  for  a  consideration  of  four  merks,  to  be  paid  by  him,  yearly, 
to  the  shoremaster ;  but  this  grant  was  afterwards  redeemed  by  the 
council. 

By  the  accumulation  of  the  duties  which  had  been  collected  in 
the  cotu*se  of  years,  the  council  were  enabled,  in  the  year  1607,  to 
commence  the  erection  of  a  bulwark  or  pier  on  the  south  side  of  the 
entry  to  the  harbour.  This  was  considered,  at  the  time,  to  be  an  es- 
sential improvement,  of  which  the  citizens  were  so  fully  convinced, 
that  they  assembled  in  a  head  court,  and  voluntarily  tendered  the 
services  of  themselves  or  their  servants,  for  assisting  in  carrying  on 
the  work.  In  the  year  1611,  the  council  obtained  from  King  James 
a  grant  of  an  impost  of  L.4  on  every  ton  of  wine  vended  or  consumed 
within  the  town,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  this  work.  At  that  time 
the  entry  to  the  harbour  was  much  obstructed  by  a  stone  called 
^  Knock  Maitlandf*^  which  was,  in  the  year  1618,*  removed,  by  the 
mechanical  exertions  of  David  Anderson  of  Finzeach,  as  has  already 
been  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  narrative. 

About  the  year  1628,  the  magistrates  first  projected  the  exten- 
sion of  the  pier  from  the  quayhead  towards  the  village  of  Futtie. 
This  arduous  undertaking  was  commenced  with  great  spirit,  and  the 
citizens,  with  their  usual  zeal,  agreed  to  assist  in  accelerating  the 
work,  by  filling  up  the  pier  with  earth,  and  other  materials.  The 
burgesses,  besides,  voluntarily  assessed  themselves  in  L.1000,  for  de- 
fraying 


*  At  this  time  there  was  scarcely  two  feet  of  water  on  the  bari  at  low  tide ;  at  spring  tidei^ 
fifteen  feet;  and  at  neep  tides,  from  nine  to  ten  feet— [PAt/opo/tVetM^  p.  2X4.] 
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fraying  the  expense ;  and  the  corporations,  although  they  declined 
to  concur  in  this  assessment,  agreed  to  contribute  among  themselves, 
voluntarily,  for  the  same  purpose.  This  work  appears  to  have  been 
languid  in  its  progress,  probably  owing  to  the  disorders  in  the  na- 
tion, which  continued  for  many  subsequent  years.  In  the  year  1658, 
the  work  being  almost  completed,  a  sluice  was  ordered  to  be  made 
for  conducting  the  water  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  town,  through 
the  pier,  into  the  tideway. 

By  these  operations,  there  was  cut  off  from  the  basin  a  consider- 
able area  of  ground,  which  was  afterwards  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  the  shorelands ;  it  is  now  occupied  by  several  streets,  and  many 
dwelling  houses,  and  forms  a  considerable  portion  of  the  town.  In 
the  course  of  the  year  1686,  several  improvements  were  made  upon 
the  entry  of  the  harbour,  by  removing  many  loose  stones,  and  other 
obstructions,  which  had  accumulated  on  the  bar.  The  south  bul- 
wark afterwards  underwent  some  repairs,  and  a  timber  head  was  con- 
structed upon  the  east  end  of  it,  as  a  protection  from  the  sea»  with  a 
kempstock,  for  the  use  of  ships  taking  the  harbour.  These  opera- 
tions were  attended  with  great  expense  to  the  community,  and  all  the 
assistance  that  they  procured  from  the  public  was  a  grant  of  L.SOOO, 
Scottish  money,  from  the  convention  of  royal  boroughs,  in  the  year 
1700.  A  voluntary  subscription  was,  about  the  same  time,  attempted 
among  their  friends  in  Holland,  in  aid  of  the  expense  of  those  works^ 
and  L.970  6s.  8d.  Scottish  money,  was  subscribed  for;*  but,  although 
1^  favour  was  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  magistrates,  who 
conferred  upon  the  subscribers  the  freedom  of  the  town,  no  part  of 
the  money  was  ever  paid. 

For  many  years,  the  harbour  seems  to  have  been  neglected,  and 
its  entry  was  a  source  of  continued  distress  to  the  inhabitants,  who^ 
from  time  to  time^  were  obliged  to  assist,  when  called  upon,  in  remov-. 

3  E  ing 


^  Coandl  'Begitttet,  voL  vi.  p.  883.  yA  viiL  p.  1183.  vol.  zii.  p.  108.  voL  zviiL  p.  154.  voL  zs. 
p.  898.  YoL  xxiT.  p.  172.  toL  zzviL  p.  595.  roL  xu.  p.  645.  706.  yoL  zxzvL  p.  596*  voL  zliii.  p. 
590.  voL  xliv.  p.  169.  S77.  855.  toI.  zlyiii  p.  469,  vpl,  li.  p.  76. 19h  ^8.  54»,  ToL  lii.  p.  108.  rol. 
p.  155.  551.  8S8.  wL  lir.  p.  7.  537. 
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ing  the  obstructions  upon  the  bar,  and  within  the  harbour.  But  this 
was  only  a  temporary  expedient,  for  the  same  obstructions  occurred 
almost  every  other  year,  unless  some  extraordinary  land  flood  hap- 
pened to  sweep  them  away. 

In  the  year  1755,  the  magistrates  first  applied  to  Mr,  John 
Smeaton,  who  was,  at  this  time,  distinguished  as  an  eminent  engineer, 
for  his  advice  and  instructions  with  regard  to  ameliorating  the  condi- 
tion of  the  harbour.  It  does  not,  however,  appear,  that  he  had  made 
any  survey  of  it,  or  gave  any  directions  as  to  its  works ;  but,  about 
that  time,  the  Focra  pier  was  erected,  in  consequence  of  an  act  of 
coujicil,  and  was  long  known  by  the  name  of  the  new  pier.* 

About  the  year  1770,  the  most  essential  and  important  parts  of 
the  modern  improvements  of  the  harbour  were  projected  by  Mr. 
Smeaton.    In  the  detailed  report  |  of  his  survey^  he  advised  the 

erection^ 


•  r 


*  Near  this  part  of  the  harbour  tae  sitiiated  fbe  andent  blodchocMe^  ntfW  dii»niaiitDe(I  oTita  artil* 
lery^  and  oonvarttd  to  a  atare^honie  of  one  oC  tke  Orefegdiaid  cMQpanic^  and  Ike  btCbery,  wfaidi 
was  built,  aome  years  ago,  for  a-pmotection  to  th^  harboiu:  ftosn  the  encsny  diud^g  war..  Thia  fort 
^as  afterwards  dismantled  o£  its.  guns,  by  consequence  of  an  or^er  nrom  government,  and  is  now 
allowed  to  fall  to  decay.  '  '     •   ►  :).•*.., 

t  As  Mr.  Smeaton's  report  points  outs  in  p.  yeiy  dis^ct  and  scientific  manner,  the  causes  of  the 
obstructions  on  the  bar  in  ffarmer  tildes;  we  tike  leave  to  preseiit,-  in  thi^  note,  that  part  of  it 
which  has  rcfercnoa  to  tboaa  dbatrtMSdamk  ' 

''  The  cause  of  ike  flnnoyimce  fi  the  harbonv^a  aaoutik  appaifa  td  m%  to>he  thii  Ni^Tln  wtkib 
coast,  which  stretckea  away  nbrthedyj  ia iqapafent^yj  formUe^  %B9X  vd^^^j  ab^;  ax)d,  i  siipp^ 
pose,  from  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  till  it  meets  with  the  poi^t  of  Buchanness,  (which  is  at  the 
distance  of  seven  leagues,)  continues  of  the  same  kind ;  consequently  the  wind  at  N.E.  acdng 
obliquely  upon  it,  brings  the  sand,  and  gravel  therewith  iateniuxed>  coastwise,  toward  the  south: 
and  as  the  coast  from  the  south  side  of  the  entry  of  this  harbour  stretches  away  nearly  east  for  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile,  those  sanda  would  neluralHy  be  deposited  in  thia  aagk  of  tka  otaat  fonned  at 
the  harbour'a  mouth,  did  not  tb»  neccsaky  of  tho  land  waitn  ^the  linr  Dm^  m  ftidfng'a  pnwi^ 
to  sea,  force  themselves  a  vent;  and  which  they  maintain  more  or  less  clear,  according  as  the  cir« 
cumstance  of  winds,  tides,  and  freshes  balance  one  against  another.  An  hard  gale  of  wind  at  N.E. 
as  already  mentioned>  gradually  brings  the  sands  and  gravel  coastwise  southward,  and  puts  in.  agi« 
tation  that  already  lodged  in  the  bank  on  the  north  side  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  at  the  same  time 
fiHTcing  it  into  the  entry ;  and  if  at  tbtt  lima  il  bappcBt  to  be  ^i^  tidei^  aod  little  ft««h  wa^v  in 
the  river,  a  strong  tide  of  flood  being  the  consequenfii^  gieatlj  cb«opert(e8.  witfi  ^  if^  ^^  ^"^ 
in  oanrying  a  great  quantity  of  aand  and  gravel  into  tfie  chanael  of  the  river;  aiid  the  fi»ih  watei:  m 
the  river  being  supposed  then  very  shorty  the  reflux  will  be  ^cty  hil|guid»  «od»  biUiff  couataacted. 
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eTection,  on  the  north  side  of  the  entr  j,  of  a  stone  pier,  which,  while 
it  confined  the  stream  of  the  river  within  narrow  bounds,  would  tend 
to  remove  the  sand  bank  which  had  accumulated  there^  and  be  the 
means  of  preventing  the  sand  and  gravel  from  being  driven  in,  and 
forming  a  bar  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour*  As  Mr.  Smeaton's  plan 
met  with  general  approhation,  an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained,  in 
the  year  1773,  authorising  the  magistrates  and  council  to  execute  the 
works  which  had  been  so  projected,  and  imposing  certain  additional 
duties  upon  shipping,  and  upon  exports  and  imports,  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expense  attending  the  execution  of  these  works. 
On  Monday  the  5th  of  June,  1775»  the  foundation  stone  of  the  north 
pier  was  laid  at  the  Sandness,  with  masonic  solemnities,  in  presence 
of  the  magistrates^  amidst  a  numerous  concourse  of  spectators  as* 
sembled  on  the  occasion.    The  work  was  conducted  with  great  spirit, 

8   E   ^  JELUd^ 


Ij  fhe  impetus  of  tbe  sea,  it  ciiinot  retum;  luid  a  cootiniiance  of  wither  and  drcuxBstances  of  this 
kind  will  put  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  into  the  worst  state^  in  which  it  must  necessarily  remain  til^ 
by  a  contrary  disposition  of  circumstances,  a  contrary  effect  is  produced.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
continuance  of  great  land  floods,  either  ati  spring  or  neap  tides^  accompanied  either  with  off-fhore 
winds,  or  moderate  ones  at  N.E.  gives  the  greatest  advantpige  in  scouting  out  the  sands  and  gravel 
from  about  the  harbour^s  mouth,  carrying  it  out  into  the  road,  from  whence,  by  d^ees,  it  gets 
round  the  point  of  Girdleness ;  and  i^  towards  the  dose  of  die  woric  there  happens,  along  with  a 
strong  land  fresh,  low  ^mng  ebbs,  whidi  gives  the  oaimt  the  greatest  ftU  to  sea,  and,  at  the 
same  time>  runs  bare  over  the  bar,  with  a  moderate  wind  at.N.E.  which  will  give  the  sand  some 
agitation,  without  modi  impetus,  under  these  drcnmstances  the  .stony  body  of  the  bar  will  be  run 
dear  of  the  sand,  and  the  harbour's  mouth  will  be  put  idto  its  best  state,  and  so  will  remain  till  the 
contrary  causes  produce,  as  before,  the  ocmtrary  effects ;  and  in  this  state  of  fluctuation  must  tbe  en- 
try of  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen  ever  remain,  till  something  is  done  to  counteract  the  effects  of  that 
anangement  of  curcumstances  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  do  harm. 

•^  The  only  means  by  which  I  can  see  this  is  likely  to  be  effected,  is  by  the  erection  of  a  north 
pier,  which  will  directly  tend  to  the  cure  of  the  evil  complained  of;  for  it  will  not  only  keep  the 
land  freshes  more  confined  in  a  body,  tQl  diey  come  into  deeper  water,  bat,  what  is  of  more  conse* 
quence,  it  will,  in  a  great  measure,  prevent  the  sand  and  gn^vel  from  being  driven  in.  It  will  not, 
indeed,  stop  the  continual  driving  of  the  matter,  coastwise,  from  the  north;  but,  after  the  back  or 
outside  of  the  pier  is  filled  up  with  sand,  &c.  to  a  certain  degree,  it  will  then  go  round  the  pier* 
head,  and,  by  the  superior  action  of  middling  fireshes  and  spring  ebbs,  will  be  kept  in  deeper 
water,  and  so  get  round  the  point  of  Girdleness,  without  first  getting  into  the  harbour's  mouth,  or, 
at  least,  not  to  that  degree  as  to  obstruct  the  navigation  in  and  out  By  these  means,  the  bar  will 
not  only  be  kept  clear  down  to  the  stone  bed,  but,  by  lifting  the  larger  sort  of  stones  by  art,  the 
remaining  gravel  will  wash  out  into  deeper  water,  so  aa  to  make  (as  it  may  reasonably  be  expected) 
fldl  two  fleet  more  water  than  there  is  now,  in  its  best  sute/* 
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andy  in  the  course  of  six  years,  this  important  undertaking  was  atf* 
complished,  at  an  expense  of  about  L.  18,000  sterling.  This  lasting 
monument  of  Mr.  Smeaton's  genius  as  an  engineer  extends  about 
twelve  hundred  feet  eastward,  and  is  built  in  a  curved  form,  convexing 
to  the  south.  It  is  built  wholly  of  granite,  and  many  of  the  stones  of 
the  outside  walls  are  upwards  of  three  tons  weight,  with  dressed  beds, 
and  generally  four  feet  in  length.  The  inside  is  composed  of  rubble, 
and  the  whole  forms  a  solid  mass  of  masonry,  being  covered  with  a 
pavement  of  square  dressed  stones.  On  the  west  end  it  is  only 
twenty  feet  broad  at  the  base,  twelve  at  the  top,  and  sixteen  feet 
high  from  the  foundation,  exclusive  of  the  parapet ;  but  in  its  pro- 
gress eastward  it  gradually  increases,  till  its  dimensions  are  thirty  six 
feet  at  the  base,  twenty  four  feet  at  the  top,  and  thirty  feet  irt 
heighth.  It  was  finished  with  a  round  head^  of  sixty  feet  diameter  at 
the  base.  The  beneficial  consequences  resulting  from  this  improve^ 
ment  soon  became  apparent.  The  sand  bank  gave  way  to  the  cur** 
rent  of  the  river,  and  was  swept  off;  and,  as  Mr.  Smeaton  had  pre- 
dieted  in  his  report,  the  sand  and  gravel,  which  had  formerly  been 
driven  into  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  now  accumulated  at  the  back 
or  outside  of  the  pier,  and  raised  the  sea  beach  very  considerably,  sa 
much  so,  that  what  was  at  that  time  overflowed  by  ordinary  tides  is 
now  dry  land  at  stream  tides.  By  those  means,,  the  obstructions  of 
the  bar  were  greatly  diminished,  and  an  additional  depth  of  water 
obtained.  But,  by  the  officious  interference  of  some  ignorant  people, 
Mr.  Smeaton's  plan  and  instructions  were  not  rigidly  adhered  to. 
By  their  advice,  the  pier  was  founded  too  much  to  the  north,  and  did 
not  sufficiently  narrow  the  channel;  the  consequence  of  this  was, 
that,  in  the  interior  of  the  harbour,  a  considerable  swell  was  occa- 
sioned, at  high  water,  by  the  influx  of  the  sea,  which  annoyed  the 
shipping.  To  obviate  thi&  inconvenience,  a  stone  jettee,  or  break- 
water, projecting  from  the  west  end  of  the  pier  towards  the  channel 
of  the  river,  was,  by  Mr.  Smeaton's  directions,  soon  afterward^ 
erected,  and  this  structure  completely  answered  the  intended, 
purpose. 

After  these  important  improvements  had  been  accomplished,  the 
shipping  of  the  port  gradually  increased,  both  in  number  and  in  the 

amount 
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amount  of  tcmnage,  and^  of  course,  created  an  extension  of  the 
commerce  and  manufactures  of  Aberdeen. 

In  the  year  1810,  improvements  in  the  interior  of  the  harbour, 
upon  an  extensive  scale,  were  projected  by  Mr.  Telford,  civil  engineer^ 
who  had  recently  made  a  plan  and  survey  of  it,  under  the  authority 
of  the  council.  The  object  of  that  plan  was  to  form  a  great  part  of 
the  harbour  into  a  wet  dock,  where  vessels  of  every  description  might 
lie  with  safety ;  to  construct  graving  docks,  for  the  accommodation  of 
shipping ;  and  to  extend  the  north  pier  farther  eastward,  according 
to  Mr.  Smeaton's  original  design,  so  as  to  obtain,  by  these  means,  an 
additional  depth  of  water  on  the  bar.  As  this  project  met  with  the 
approbation  of  the  council,  and  of  many  of  the  citizens,  an  act  of 
parliament  was  obtained,  in  the  month  of  May  of  that  year,  author- 
ising  the  magistrates  and  council,  as  trustees  of  the  harbour,  to  cany 
into  execution  those  improvements,  according  to  the  plan  which  had. 
been  designed  by  Mr.  Telford ;  and,  for  enabling  them  to  accomplish 
this  undertaking,  certain  additional  duties  were  imposed  upon  ship- 
ping, and  upon  exports  and  imports.*  They  were  also  ^  authorised 
and  empowered,  from  time  to  time,  to  borrow  and  take  up  at  interest 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  which,  with  those  previously  borrowed, 
and  then  due,  upon  the  harbour,  on  the  credit  of  former  acts,  should 
not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  together,  at  any  time,  the  sum  of  L.  140,000 
sterling ;  and  to  grant,  assign,  and  set  over,  for  securing  the  payment 
of  the  same,  with  the  interest  thereof  respectively,  the  several  rates, 
duties,  and  tonnage,  given  and  granted  by  this  last  act,  to  any  person 
or  persons,  who  shall  be  willing  to  advance  and  lend  the  money 
thereon.''  In  consequence  of  this  act,  which  was  declared  to  continue 
in  force  for  the  period  of  twenty  one  years,  the  trustees  commenced 
their  operations  on  the  harbour  with  great  spirit,  and,  in  the  course 
of  the  five  subsequent  years,  the  north  pier,  which  had  been  origi- 
nally projected  by  Mr.  Smeaton,  was  extended  nine  hundred  feet 

further 


*  The  rate  of  da^  on  ell  goods  end  merchendi2e»  loaded  or  unloaded^  is  fixed  at  three-pence  for 
every  barrel  bulk;  but^  on  such  commodities  as  are  not  charged  by  the  barrel  bulk^  the  rate 
chargeable  is  r^pilated  by  a  table  annexed  to  the  acts.  Strangers  and  others,  who  are  not  btirgessea 
of  guild,  or  mexobers  of  the  incorporated  artificers,  pay  one  third  more. 
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further  eastward,  the  whole  length  of  that  work  being  now  upwards 
of  two  thousand  *feet.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  entrance,  a 
breakwater,  composed  of  rubble  stone,  has  been  built,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  harbour  from  the  violence  of  a  south-east  storm. 
This  branch  of  work,  which  is  about  eight  hundred  feet  long,  pro- 
jects from  the  land  northward,  almost  across  the  mouth  of  the  har<- 
hour,  and  its  salutary  effects  have  become  obvious. 

In  the  interior  of  the  harbour,  a  new  wharf,  upwards  of  nine  hun« 
dred  feet  in  length,  running  along  the  south  side  of  Futtie,  has  been 
completed,  for  the  accommodation  of  shipping,  and  that  wharf  is  so 
constructed  as  to  serve  for  part  of  the  general  design  of  converting 
the  harbour  into  a  wet  dock.  Two  buildings  for  capstans  have  been 
raised  near  the  efflux  of  the  river,  between  which  it  was  intended  to 
divert  the  stream,  that  it  might  pass,  in  a  direct  course,  into  the  sea^ 
without  interruption  to  the  shipping.  Considerable  operations  have 
been  made  upon  the  inches,  preparatory  to  constructing  the  pro- 
jected graving  docks,  and  the  interior  of  the  harbour  has  been 
deepened,  aiid  many  obstructions  removed,  by  means  of  a  powerful 
dredging  machine,  which  is  still  in  constant  employment.  In  the 
execution  of  these  extensive  works,  and  iii  the  purchase  of  consider- 
able property  in  Futtie,  for  account  of  the  harbomr,  a  debt  of  up- 
wards of  L.  127,000  sterling  has  been  contracted,  although  the  grand 
and  primary  objects  of  the  design,  being  the  tide  lock,  basin,  and 
graving  dock,  have  not  been  accomplished.  These  circumstances  we 
have  already  had  occasion  to  notice,  in  the  course  of  the  narrative. 

That  all  those  works,  which  have  been  so  far  completed,  are  per- 
manent improvements,  of  real  utility,  and  afford  additional  accommo- 
dation to  the  great  number  of  vessels  belonging  and  resorting  to  the 
port»  perhaps,  will  not  be  controverted.  At  the  same  time>  it  must  be 
allowed^  that  a  contrariety  of  sentiment  still  prevails  among  many 
intelligent  men  on  the  subject  of  these  improvements ;  but  to  enter 
upon  topics  of  that  kind  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  nature  "of 
this  work.  The  plan  which  was  adopted  by  the  magistrates  and 
council  for  conducting  the  operations  had  received  the  sanction  of 
two  eminent  engineers,  and  met  with  the  approbation  of  many  of 

theix 
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their  fellow  citizens.  They  commenced  the  works  with  great  zeal 
and  spirit)  and  the  chief  magistrate  at  the  time  was  particularly- 
assiduous  in  procuring  the  act  of  parliament,  for  which  he  received 
publicly  the  thanks  of  the  citizens ;  and  his  personal  exertions  in 
accelerating  the  execution  of  the  works,  for  several  years,  are  not  yet 
quite  in  oblivion.  The  fimds  belonging  to  this  branch  of  public  im- 
provements are  directed,  by  the  act,  to  be  kept-  separate  ahd  distinct 
from  the  other  transactions  of  the  corporation.  The  accounts  are 
ordered  to  be  compared  with  the  vouchers  annually,  and  audited  by 
a  committee,  consisting  of  the  sheriff  depute  of  the  county,  and 
others  named  in  the  statute.  They  are  authorised  to  attend  to  the 
application  of  the  money,  and  to  challenge  any  article  of  expenditure 
that  may  be  deemed  objectionable ;  and  such  article  shall  not,  after- 
wardi^  be  brought  forward  in  those  accounts. 

We  may  be  permitted  here  to  observe,  that,  however  much  the 
undertaking  may  have  fallen  short  of  the  expectations  of  the  public, 
and  the  expense  of  those  works  exceeded  what  was  originally  est!- 
mated^  yet  these  circumstances  ought  not^  in  justice,  to  be  attributed 
either  to  inattention  or  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  the  admini- 
strators, but  to  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  and  to  the  innu^- 
merable  difficulties*  which  they  had  to  encounter  in  the  course  of 
exeicuting  the  various  works  designed  by  the  plan.  It  may  also  be 
remarked,  that  all  these  works  were  conducted  under  the  superinten- 
dence and  immediate  direetion,  of  the  resident  engineer,  Mr.  John 
Gibb,  who  not  only  bestowed  every  attention  on  their  execution,  ac- 
cording 


*  The  addition  to  the  pier  is  founded  upon  rubble^  thrown  promiscuously  into  the  sea,  some 
ports  of  it  bemg  ten  feet  under  lew  water,  and  extending  manj  jards  on  eadb  aide.  The  courses 
of  tfaa  auperabructure  ere  not  lakl  hmwmitlij^  but  dii^^ena]l^>  civmmt  subatantial  uatenals,  pro- 
poiy  jointed  and  bedded*  ^ 

In  January,  1S16,  after  the  pier  had  been  built  to  its  extremity,  and  neady  cempleted,  a  vio-« 
lent  storm  undermined  the  foundation^  and  demolished  the  round  head  erected  upon  it  In  the 
course  of  the  subsequent  season,  it  was  rebuilt  upon  a  diflbrent  construction,  slop&ig  towards  the 
east,  and  finished  in  a  yery  substantial  manaer,  as  far  aa  could  be  obeerved  from  its  outward  ap« 
peaonca  ;  bu^  oh  the  9tfa  of  Aprils  1818,  another  violent  stetm  from  the  south  east  Inade  a  serioua 
iHvaeh  in  the  south  side  of  the  extremity  of  the  pier,  by  undermining  the  fQvndl4i9n>  4Qd  demo- 
lishing a  considerable  portion  of  the  superstructure. 
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cording  to  Mr.  Telford's  plan  and  instructionSi  but  accelerated  the 
work  by  every  mean  in  his  power. 

Although)  as  already  observed,  a  heavy  debt  has  been  contracted 
by  the  trustees  in  the  course  of  this  undertaking,  yet  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  money  has  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of  property  in 
Futtie,  renting  at  present  about  L.1000  sterling  yearly.  The  revenue 
of  the  harbour,  taking* it  upon  an  average  of  three  years  preceding 
Martinmas  1817,  is  L. 69 18  Is.  5d.  sterling,  besides  the  rents  of  pro- 
perty, and  that  revenue  is  in  a  progressive  state  of  improvement.  In 
1810,  these  dues  were  let  for  L.6310  of  yearly  rent. 

OF  THE  ABERDEENSHIKE  CANAL. 

The  importance  of  inland  conveyance  to  the  prosperity  of  a 
country  is  universally  acknowledged,  and  the  advantage  of  canal  na- 
vigation has  long  been  experienced,  both  in  England,  and  in  the 
south  of  Scotland.  The  great  success  which  attended  undertakings 
of  this  kind  induced  several  public  spirited  gentlemen,  connected 
with  the  town  and  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  to  project  a  navigable 
canal  from  the  harbour  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  as  far  as  the 
river  Don,  near  Inverury.  In  the  year  1795,  a  fund  having  been 
raised  by  subscription,  in  shares  of  L.50  each,  an  act  of  parliament 
was  obtained,  constituting  the  subscribers  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  **  The  Company  of  Proprietors  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Canal 
Navigation."  By  that  act,  they  were  authorised  to  conduct  the  un- 
dertaking, under  certain  rules  and  conditions,  and  according  to  a  plan 
which  had  been  previously  designed ;  and  to  levy  certain  tolls  and 
duties  upon  all  goods  and  commodities  transported  upon  the  canal, 
as  a  consideration  for  the  expense  which  would  necessarily  attend  its 
execution.  In  the  course  of  conducting  this  undertaking,  the  com- 
pany experienced  many  difficulties,  arising  chiefly  from  their  limited 
funds,  which,  at  first,  were  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  expense  of  a 
work  of  such  magnitude ;  and  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  par- 
liament, in  the  year  1801,  for  another  act  to  enable  them  to  raise  ad- 
ditional funds  for  carrying  on  the  work,  in  which  considerable  pro- 
gress had  been  made.  But,  although  they  procured,  under  this  last 
act,  a  considerable  sum,  yet  it  fell  short  of  the  expense  requisite  for 

completing 
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completmg  the  undertaking,  or  of  rendering  the  canal  navigable. 
They  were,  therefore,  necessitated  to  borrow  money  for  those  pur- 
poses, and  again  to  apply  to  parliament  for  a  supplemental  act,  for 
enabling  them  to  raise  additional  funds.  These  unavoidable  circum- 
stances, and  the  insufficiency  of  many  of  the  locks,  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  rebuild,  occasioned  considerable  delay,  and  prevented 
the  canal  from  being  opened  for  navigation  tiU  the  year  1807.  For 
several  years  afterwards,  the  traffic  upon  it  gradually  increased ;  but, 
after  the  late  peace,  the  returns  from  it  decreased,  owing,  chiefly, 
to  the  general  stagnation  of  trade.  Meanwhile,  although  it  has  not 
been  productive  to  the  proprietors,  it  has  been  found  highly  advan- 
tageous and  of  real  utility  to  that  district  of  the  country  through 
which  it  passes,  by  the  facility  which  it  affi)rds  for  transporting  lime, 
and  other  sorts  of  manure,  as  well  as  coals,  and  goods  of  various  de- 
scriptions, at  an  easy  rate,  into  the  interior  of  the  country.  Indeed, 
the  improvements  that  have  taken  place  in  the  lands  adjacent  to  the 
line,  and  even  beyond  the  point  of  its  termination,  since  the  canal 
was  opened,  fully  manifest  its  beneficial  efiects. 

The  extent  of  the  line  of  the  canal,  from  the  quay  to  the  river 
Don,  is  about  eighteen  and  one-fourth  miles ;  and  the  altitude  sur- 
mounted, from  low  water  mark  to  the  summit  level  at  Stoneywood, 
distant  from  the  harbour  about  five  miles  and  an  half,  is  one  hundred 
and  sixty  eight  feet.  The  average  breadth  of  the  surface  water  is 
twenty  four  feet,  and  its  depth  nearly,  four.  The  principal  works 
constructed  upon  it  are  seventeen  locks,  each  of  which  raises  the  na* 
vigation  aboiit  ten  feet,  and  is  fifty  seven  feet  in  length,  within  the 
gates ;  five  aqueduct  bridges,  over  considerable  streams  of  water ; 
fifty  six  accommodation  bridges ;  and  twenty  culverts,  for  conducting 
small  rills  and  surface  water,  from  the  high  grounds,  under  the 
canal.  At  its  extremity,  a  small  village  has  been  raised,  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  Port  Elphinston,  where  there  is  a  basin  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  craft  employed  in  the  navigation.  By  the 
original  design  of  the  canal,  it  was  intended  to  form  a  communica- 
tion with  the .  harbour,  by  means  of  a  tide  lock,  so  as  that  barges 
might  loa4  or  unload  their  cargos,  alongside  of  vessels ;  but  the  li- 
mited funds  of  the  company,  and  the  scanty  produce  of  the  tolls, 

3  F  have 
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have  hitherto  prevented  them  from  accompUihuig  that  branch  of 
work,  although  it  was,  at  firsts  deemed  to  be  the  most  essential  part 
of  the  whole.  With  a  view  of  diminishing  the  expense  of  transport- 
ing lime,  coals,  and  other  weighty  articles,  across  the  quay,  to  and 
from  the  barges  in  the  basin,  at  this  place^  rail  ways  were  constructed 
by  the  company,  in  the  year  181^  at  an  expense  of  upwards  of 
L.250  sterling.  But,  ^although  two  years  have  elapsed  since  this 
branch  of  work  was  completed,  none  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
lime  and  coal  trade  have  availed  themselves  of  the  advantege  of  these 
rail  ways,  but  continue  the  former  mode  of  loading  the  barges  with 
lime  and  coal,  by  means  of  wheel  bMtows  and  labourers. 

The  expenditure  upon  the  works  of  the  canals  at  and  previous  ta 
the  31st  of  December,  1808,  were — 

ForSorvejrs,  Vhns,  and  Acts  «f  Pttdumient , ^. .*...,.« Lj2,15^  10  4 

^    Law  Expenses , 251  10  0* 

^    Land  and  Land  Rents,  atid  Damages  to  Gtomids 2,134  8  8 

«%  the  ezecudon  «f  the  EaHluA  part  «f  tiie  Canal,  indadii^  boaita  aid  Uteaaib.  19^917  0  0. 
^   constructing  17  Locks,  5  AqaoimdtB,  and  56  accoimaodatibn  Badges,  20  Cid« 
verts,  and  odier  works  of  Masonry,  including  superintendence,  manage- 
ment, a^d  incidental  espenocs  •.. »«..., •.«^«..— ...^...M^*.— ..^^•^-^    ld>4S^8  14  9 

'  

'   Total  £ipendifti»e  mjAk  dat«...4«  L«48»895  19  IKh 


There  are,  at  present,  seventeen  barges  employed  npoh  the  Cahal, 
and  two  fly  boats,  for  carrying  passengers  betwixt  Aberdeen  and  In- 
verury.  These  last,  which  are  let  from  year  to  year  io  a  tacksman, 
pass  and  repass  twice  every  d^y,  during  the  season,  from  ^e  tirst  day 
of  April  to  the  first  day  of  -December.  .  The  rent,  for  the  year  .181 8, 
payable  by  the  tacksman,  is  L.275  sterling.  The  tonnage  transported 
upon  the  canal,  for  ^18 17,  and  two  preceding  years,  was  as  foflotrs:— '^ 

BdUifLime.        BoUsffCooU.      ^ToniofDmig^,,    .  TatuqfSl^ta.     'fbfu  of  Good^. 

1815  29,279         4,55li      ,   1,088  375       *  1,637 

1816  17,982         5,814i  3*9         '294  646^ 

1817  22,703         4,958        '  1,836  Sm  '      844; 

MMMMMMMM  ^M<**Ba*«.  ^itmm^m^mmim  aAA***  •  ««*««to«Matf 

69,969  15,324  3,873  1,197  3,128 

« 

The  gross  amount  of  the  tolls,  f6r  goods  and  £Oiiiiaoditi«8  tnia»- 
ported  upon  the  canal,  ^  ti^  Jtdx  1817,  mis  L.89&  19s»  ^d. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Of  the  public  buildings  in  Aberdeen^^the  Town^house  and  Prison — the 
Cross^^he  Record  Office^^Town^s  Mills-^Public  Wells^  LampSf 
^.^^Bridges  ef  Dee  0nd  Don. 

OF  THE  TOWN  HOUSE  AND  PRIBON, 

The  earliest  information  which  we  have  obtained  of  the  prison  oc- 
curs in  the  Chamberlain's  Accounts  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1358, 
when  Willianv  de  Meldrum,  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  allowed,  in  his 
account  with  the  chamberlain,  L.4,  which  he  paid  for  wood,  iron,  and 
other  materials,  used  in  building  the  prison  of  Aberdeen.  In  the 
year  1394,  King  Robert  HI.  granted  to  the  burgesses  and  commu- 
nity a  charter,*  dated  20th  Of  October,  by  which  he  permitted  them 
to  build  a  tolbooth  and  court  house,  eighty  feet  in  length,  land  thirty 
in  breadth,  in  any  part  of  the  town  except  in  the  middle  of  the  mar- 
ket place.  This  edifice  was  accordingly  soon  afterwards  erected,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Castlegate,  on  the  site  of  the  present  town 
house.  On  the  east  end  of  it  stood  the  old  prison,  on  the  top  of 
which  was  a  small  spire.  In  the  year  1615,  this  part  of  the  fabric 
was  demolished,  and  a  new  jail  erected  in  its  place,  consisting  of  that 
part  of  the  present  old  work  which  fronts  the  street.  It  consisted  of 
four  vaults  over  each  other,  with  a  platform  roof,  and  battlement ; 
and  the  expense,  beii^g  5000  roerks,  was  defrayed  from  the  public 
funds  of  the  town..  In  the  year  1627,  a  square  tower  was  erected 
over  this  building,  for  the  basement  of  the  present  steeple,  f  which, 
although  small,  is  very  elegant,  and  does  great  credit  to  the  builder. 
It  was  oompletedt  in  the  course  of  the  two  subsequent  years,  at  the 
expense  of  about  L.1657,  Scottish  money.  In  the  year  1726,  the 
cAd  dock  being  completely  decayed,  a  new  one,  the  workmanship  of 
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Andrew  Dunlop  of  London,  was  provided  in  its  place,  and  the  ex*- 
pense  of  it,  being  about  L.lOO  sterling,  paid  from  the  guild  wine 
fund.  It  remained  in  the  steeple  till  the  year  ISIT^  when  it  was  re- 
placed by  a  new  one,  constructed  by  Mr.  Gartly  of  Aberdeen.  In 
the  course  of  the  year  1704,  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to  the 
prison  by  the  erection  of  three  cells  on  the  north  side,  which  are  ap- 
propriated to  persons  confined  for  crimes ;  and  the  expense  of  this 
work,  being  upwards  of  L.5000,  Scottish  money,  was  defrayed  from 
the  funds  of  the  treasury.  When  the  mason  lodge  was  erected, 
about  the  year  1755,  two  additional  apartments,  destined  for  those 
who  are  under  confinement  for  debts,  and  some  other  accommoda- 
tion, were  added  to  the  east  end  of  the  prison ;  and  the  entry,,  which 
was  formerly  from  the  east,  was  altered  to  the  south,  where  a  stair, 
with  a  double  flight  and  a  porch,  was  built,  serving  as  aa  entry  to 
the  court  room,  as  well  as  to  the  jaiL  In  this  part  of  the  building^ 
over  the  entry  to  the  Lodge  Walk,  is.  a  room,  or  repository,,  for  pre- 
serving the  valuable  public  archives  belpngii^  to  the  corporation,, 
with  the  council  registers  downward  from  the  year  1S98,.  church 
registers,  public  accounts,  and  many  papers  of  moment  regarding 
the  affaira  of  the  town.  This  room  is  formed  upon  a  stone  arch, 
and  is  vaulted  above.  It  is  well  adapted  for  the  purpose^  being  free 
from  dampness,  and  the  records  are  deposited,  with  the  greatest  re- 
gularity, in  presses  of  the  most  improved  construction,  disposed 
around  the  room ;  and,  to  guard  against  accident  from  fire,  the  door 
and  window  shutters  are  formed  of  iron. 

The  prison  now  consists  of  the  following  apartments : — One  room, 
fronting  the  street,  appropriated  to  burgesses  of  guild  under  confine^ 
ment  for  debt,  being  thirteen  feet  six  inches  by  eleven,  and,  in  height 
to  the  top  of  the  arch,  eleven  feet.  The  room  backward  is  eleven 
feet  three  inches  by  eleven  feet  eight  inches,  and  of  the  same  height 
with  the  former.  In  the  old  work  there  is  a  low  room,  fifteen  feet  by 
eight,  and  eleven  feet  high ;  and,  over  it,  another  room,  fifteen  feet 
by  fourteen  feet  eight  inches.  The  stock  room,  above  is  fifteen  feet 
square ;  and  the  long  room  twenty  three  feet  eight  inches  by  eleven 
feet,  having  no  fire  place.  In  this  room  all  the  prisoners  are  per- 
mitted to  walk,  in  the  day  time,  unless  where  their  misbehaviour  or 

particular 
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particular  circumstances  prevent  that  indulgence  from  being  granted. 
There  are  also  two  other  rooms,  but  one  of  them  is  a  dungeon,  having 
no  fire  place  in  it,  nor  any  light.  In  these  wretched  apartments 
there  are  generally  from  forty  to  fifty  persons  lodged,  on  an  average, 
during  the  whcde  year ;  but,  at'present,  there  are  only  fifteen  debtors 
and  eight  delinquents  under  confinement,  besides  an  indigent  lunatic. 
There  are  no  convicts  in  the  jail,  the  whole  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion having  lately  effected  their  escape  by  breaking  the  prison. 

Although  the  abridgement  of  personal  liberty  hath  ever  been  held 
to  be  one  of  the  most  odious  restrictions  upon  the  rights  of  mankind, 
yet  disorders  inseparable  from  society  render  it  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  impose  restraint  upon  those  who  have  offended  against  the 
laws  of  their  country,  for  preventing  escape  from  justice :  and  when 
debtors  refuse  to  pay  the  just  demands  of  their  creditors,  or  are,  per- 
haps, not  in  a  situation  to  do  so,  they  must  submit  to  close  confine- 
ment, which  the  law  authorises.  For  many  ages,  such  was  the  inat- 
tention or  inhumanity  of  our  legislators,  and  still  more  of  tho|^  who 
were  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  that  the  preparatory 
act  of  commitment  for  trial  was  often  the  severest  of  aU  punish- 
ments. The  feelings  of  humanity  in  this  respect  never  were  roused 
till  loudly  called  forth  by  the  benevolent  Howard^  who,  by  his  indefa- 
tigable exertions,  and  by  the  suggestions  of  his  wisdom,  at  length 
accomplished  the  amelioration  and  improvement  of  the  national 
prisons  and  hospitals,  which  were  the  favourite  objects  of  his  pur- 
suits. In  almost  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  old  jails  have 
been  demolished,  and  new  ones  erected  upon  improved  plans,  each 
vieing  with  another  in  point  of  magnificence,  and  also  in  accommoda- 
tion, as  far  as  consistent  with  restraint,  to  the  unfortunate  persons 
for  whom  they  are  designed.  Far  otherwise  is  the  state  of  the  jail 
of  Aberdeen.  It  is  almost  a  loathsome  dungeon,  inconvenient,  and 
deprived  of  light  and  proper  air,  having  neither  ventilator,  water 
pipe,  or  any  means  by  which  the  prisoners  can  be  relieved  from 
noxious  vapours.  There  is,  however,  a  prospect  of  these  grievances 
being  remedied.  A  new  court  house  and  jail  were  projected,  some 
years  ago,  to  be  built  at  the  expense  of  the  town  and  the  county, 
and  an  act  of  parliament  obtained,  authorising  the  execution  of 

this 
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this  undertaking,  according  to  a  plan  which  has  been  adopted. 
The  work  is  commenced,  and  the  situation  of  prisoners  will,  in  a 
short  time,  be  rendered  much  more  comfortable  than  it  has  luther- 
to  been.  In  the  mean  time,  the  humanity  of  Mr.  Brown,  the 
jailor,  is  exercised  in  attending  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  prison,  the 
walls  of  which  are  frequently  washed  with  lime  and  water.  Some 
years  ago,  a  benevolent  citizen  bequeathed  a  sum  of  money  for  pro- 
viding a  salary  of  X.50  sterling,  yearly,  to  a  chaplain,  for  performing, 
every  Sunday,  the  necessary  ordinances  of  religion  to  the  prisoners, 
and  for  attending  such  of  them  as  had  occasion  for  fifpiritual  conso- 
lation. 

The  prisoners  are  at  liberty  to  purchase,  where  they  please, 
their  own  provisions,  which  are  brought  to  them  by  the  jailor's 
servants ;  and  admittance  can  be  obtained  to  the  prison  three  times 
a  day,  both  in  summer  and  winter  Mr.  Alexander  Brown  is  the 
present  jailor,  and  his  salary,  which  is  about  L.100  sterling,  is  paid 
to  him  by  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  from  the  public  funds  under 
their  management.  His  jail  fees  from  debtors  are  sixpence  sterling 
each  night,  but  those  who  are  burgesses  of  guild  pay  one  half  only. 

The  town  house  has  undergone  many  alterations  and  improve- 
ments since  it  was  originally. erected-  In  the  year  1670,  the  present 
court  room  was  fitted  up,  and  a  part  of  the  front  wall  modernised ; 
and,  in  1729,  ah  addition  of  thirty  feet,  was  made  to  the  west  end  of 
the  building,  for  the  purpose  of  a  stair-case.  About  the  year  1750, 
the  town  hall  was  projected,  over  the  court  rpom  and  clerk's  chamber, 
and  the  whole  front  wall  of  the  edifice  made  uniform,  and  of  the 
same  height.  This  room  was  elegantly  finished,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  time,  being  forty  six  feet  eight  inches  long,  twenty 
nine  feet  broad,  and  eighteen  feet  high  in  the  roof^  including  the  al- 
cove. It  has  five  large  windows  in  front,  and  is  ornamented  with  a 
chimney  piece  of  variegated  marble,  executed  in  Holland.  Over  it  is 
a  fine  perspective  view  of  the  town,  taken  from  the  hill  of  Torrie,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river^  by  Mr.  William  Mosroan,  landscape 
paints,  about  the  year  1756.  On  the  back  wall  are  an  original  full 
length  picture  of  Queen  Anne,  by  Sir  Godfrey  KneUer,  «nd  a  half 

length 
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length  of  George  I.  At  the  uj^er  end  are  full  length  pictures  of  the 
Earl  of  Findlater,  and  his  Countess,  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Hope- 
toun,  in  their  parliament  robes,  by  Alexander.  The  hall  is  solely  ap- 
propriated to  the  occasional  meetings  of  the  magistrates  and  town 
council;  and,  on  public  occasions,  it  is  brilliantly  illuminated  by 
three  superb  cut  crystal  chandeliers,  with  double  branches,  and 
twelve  crystal  sconces  on  the  side  walls.  In  the  upper  part  of  this 
building,  on  the  west  end,  is  the  town's  armoury,  in  which  are  depo- 
sited about  three  hundred  stand  of  muskets,  a  very  ancient  coat  of 
mail,  the  standard  carried  by  the  citizens  at  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  of 
rude  workmanship,  and  some  other  warlike  instruments;  with  the 
axe  of  the  machine,  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Mmden^''  which,  in 
times  of  old,  was  used  for  decapitating  criminals ;  also  the  furniture 
of  the  provost's  charger,  when  he  attended,  as  commissioner  for  the 
town,  the  coronation  of  King  Charles  I.  at  Edinburgh.  The  town 
houde,  prison,  and  mason  lodge,  on  the  east  end,  combine,  in  one 
mass,  a  buildiog,  by  no  means  inelegant,  or  deficient  of  symmetry. 

OF  THE  CROSS  OF  ABERDEEN. 

The  cross,  and  the  pavement  formerly  used  as  the  exchitng^  are 
immediately  opposite  to  the  town  house*    The  foimer  is  a  hexagonal 
structure,  of  Grecian  aichitecture,  about  eighteen  feet  high  to  the 
top  of  the  balustrade*    In  the  centre  of  it  there  rises  an  elegant  co*- 
lumfi,  about  twelve  feet  six  inches  high,  ornamented  with  a  wreath  of 
thistles  around  it,  having  a  Corinthian  cipita]^  surmounted  by  a  uni^ 
com,  bearing  on  its  breast  a  shield,  with  a  lion  rampant.    The  en^ 
try  to  the  building  is  from  the  north,  by  a  door  which  gives  access  to 
a  stair  in  the  inside,  leading  to  the  platform,  where  proclamations  are 
commonly  read.    The  extreme  breadth  of  each  side  of  the  fabric, 
l^om  angle  to  angle,  is  ten  feet ;  and  on  eadi  of  the  six  angles  is 
placed  a  column,  the  centre  of  which  is  on  the  extremity  of  the,  side. 
The  diameter  of  the  building,  lh>m  the  outside  of  one  column  to 
that  of  the  other  on  the  opposite  side,  is  twenty  one  feet.    The  co^ 
lumns  are  of  the  Ionic  order,  nine  feet  high,  and  their  capitals  exe- 
cuted in  the  ancient  style.    On  each  side  of  those  columns  are  pilas- 
ters, formed  by  a  small  recess  in  the  wall,  seven  inches  and  an  half 

broad, 
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broad,  and  five  feet  high,  including  their  impost  mouldings.     Oveif 
these  are  arches,  being  segments  of  circles,  with  architrave  mouldings. 
The  entablature  above  is  formed  of  twelve  sides,  each  of  the  angles 
of  which  rests  on  the  top  of  the  column,  the  other  on  the  middle  of 
the  side   below,  and  their  weighty  projections  are  supported  by- 
trusses.     The  architrave,  frieze,  and  cornice,  being  very  neat,  are  two 
feet  high,  and  the  frieze  is  richly  ornamented  with  foliage,  but  not 
swelled,  as  is  common  in  the  Ionic  order.     In  the  frieze,  over  each 
of  the  columns,  is  the  head  of  a  dog,  or  other  animal,  projecting,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the  rain  water  from  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing.    Over  the  cornice  is  placed  a  ballustrade,  or  close  pannelling, 
divided  into  twelve  compartments,  each  having  a  handsome  mould- 
ing.    In  the  one  fronting  the  west  are  placed  the  arms  of  the  town 
of  Aberdeen,  finely  cut  in  stone ;  and  in  the  five  following,  on  the 
south,  are  disposed,  in  their  order,  quarter  length  effigies  of  James  I. 
II.  III.  IV.  and  V.  kings  of  Scotland.     In  the  compartments  front- 
ing the  east,  the  royal  arms  of  Scotland  are  placed ;  and  in  the  five 
remaining  ones  are  also  disposed,  in  order,  quarter  lengths  of  Queen 
Mary,  James  VL  Charles  I.  Charles  II.  and  James  VII. ;  the  four 
last  sovereigns  being  successively  kings  of  Great  Britain.    All  these 
effigies  are  cut  in  high  relief,  in  stone,  and  each  has  an  oval  wreath 
as  a  frame.    The  countenances  of  the  latter  sovereigns  are  said  to 
bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  best  pictures  of  them  which  are 
still  preserved,  and  a  family  likeness  may  be  traced  through  the 
whole.     At  all  times  the  cross  has  been  regarded  as  a  very  elegant 
structure,  and  an  ornament  to  the  town.     The  body  of  the  building 
is  formed  of  groined  arches,  and  under  these  are  four  small  cells, 
used  by  huxters  frequenting  the  market  place.    It  was  erected  by 
John  Montgomery,  mason,  of  Old  Rain,*  in  the  year  1686,  in  place 
of  the  ancient  cross,  which  was  then  demolished.    For  completing 
this  piece  of  work,  the  architect  received  the  sum  of  L.100  sterling, 
paid  from  the  guild  wine  funds.     At  present  it  is  very  much  in  want 
of  repair,  particularly  in  the  base  courses. 

The 
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The  pavement,  on  the  west  side  of  the  cross,  was  laid  down  about 
the  year  1752,  and  long  used  as  an  exchange  and  place  of  resort  of 
the  citizens,  both  for  transacting  business,  and  for  recreation.  It  is 
foriped  of  square  dressed  granite,  raised  two  steps  above  the  level  of 
the  street,  is  ei^ty  four  feet  long,  and  fifty  seven  broad.  Of  late 
years,  since  the  institution  of  public  reading  rooms,  this  place  is  less 
frequented* 

OF  THE  RECORD  OFFICE. 

This  edifice  is  situated  in  the  east  end  of  the  Castlegate,  was 
raised  in  the  year  1779,  and  designed  as  a  general  repository  for  the 
public  records  of  the  town  and  the  county  of  Aberdeen.  The  ma- 
gistrates and  council,  as  well  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  im- 
pressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  utility  of  such  a  building,  and  to 
promote  the  design,  voted,  at  di£ferent  times,  various  sums  from  the 
public  funds,  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  this  work ;  but  a 
considerable  part  of  the  money  was  raised  by  voluntary  subscription. 
It  is  a  plain  building,  devoid  of  ornament,  and  very  ill  constructed 
for  a  work  of  so  much  importance  to  the  public  at  large :  nor  is  it 
adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  ori^ally  designed^ 
being  damp,  and  deprived  of  a  proper  current  of  air ;  and  the  inte« 
nor  walls  have  been  very  superficially  plastered,  without  lath.  The 
consequence  has  been,  that  many  valuable  papers,  deposited  in  it 
by  the  sheriflT  clerk,  are  spoiled  and  in  a  perishing  condition.  In 
the  ground  floor  are  four  apartments,  one  of  which  is  occupied  by 
him  as  a  public  office,  and  some  of  the  other  apartments  as  reposi- 
tories for  the  records  under  his  charge.  The  floor  above  is  laid  out 
as  a  public  hall,  which  is  occasionally  used  for  meetings  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county,  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  when  as* 
aembled  as  judges  in  the  small  debt  court,  and  also  of  the  society  of 
advocates,  who  keep  their  library  in  it. 

OF  THE  TOWN'S  MILLS. 

There  are  five  com  mills  belonging  to  the  treasury  of  Aberdeen, 
four  of  which  were  among  the  earliest  branches  of  property  pos- 
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sessed  b  j  the  community.  Two  of  those  are  situated  within  the  town^ 
and  are  known  by  the  names  of  the  Over  and  Nether  mills ;  other 
two,  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Justice  mills,  stand  near  to  the 
south  west  precincts  of  the  town ;  and  the  fifth  is  situated  at  Bux^ 
bum,  about  four  miles  to  the  north  west  of  Aberdeen.  In  ancient 
times,  these  mills  were  considerable  objects  of  revenue  to  the 
treasury,  and  generally  let,  from  time  to  time,  on  a  lease  of  three 
years,  in  consideration  of  a  grassum  paid  by  the  tenant,  and  an  an- 
nual rent  to  the  treasurer.  About  the  year  1575,  all  these  mills,  ex- 
cept the  last,  were  granted,  in  feu,  to  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Cowlie,  for  a 
debt  of  six  hundred  merks,  due  to  him  by  the  community,  and  for 
an  yearly  feu  duty  of  eighteen  merks  for  the  two  mills  within  the 
town,  and  ten  merks  for  Justice  mills.  These,  however,  were  fortu- 
nately redeemed  by  the  treasurer  from  Mr.  Menzies,  in  the  year 
1596;  but  for  this  redemption  the  treasurer  was  obliged  to  pay  him 
five  thousand  merks,  in  money,  as  we  have  already  had  occasion  to 
notice  in  another  branch  of  this  work.  Since  that  time  they  have 
remained  the  property  of  the  treasurer,  are  let  on  a  lease  generally 
for  three  years,  and  produce  yearly  about  L.600  or  Xi«700  sterling  oi 
rent  In  the  year  1621,  a  xkew  com  mill  was  projected  by  m  engi- 
neer, to  be  constructed  within  the  flood  mark,  opposite  to  the  ShcMce* 
brae,  the  machinery  of  which  was  to  be  driven  by  the  tide ;  but»  al-* 
though  considerable  sums  were  expended  in  erectii^  dam  dykes» 
and  in  building  the  miU^  the  undertaking  seems  to  have  completely 
failed,  and  the  works  were  allowed  to  fall  to  decay.  Not  many  yearg 
ago,  the  remains  of  the  dam  dykes  were  to  be  observed  at  low  water^ 
but  these  are  now  wholly  removed. 

In  the  time  of  Alexander  II.  a  wind  mill  had  been  constructed  on 
an  eminence  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  and  continuedi  for  many 
ages,  to  be  employed  in  grinding  grain  for  the  inhabitants ;  but,  t<v 
wards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  mill,  and  ground  be* 
longing  to  it,  were  sold  by  the  treasurer,  and  its  site  is  now  converted 
to  other  purposes.  This  spot  of  ground  was  celebrated  for  being,  in 
ancient  times,  the  theatre  where  the  citizens  exhibited  their  dramas 
and  plays,  and  exercised  their  pastimes  and  amusements,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  age. 

About 
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About  the  year  I6OS9  a  similar  mill  was  raised  upon  the  Heidi$ig^ 
hill,  or  Port  hiU,  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  the  town  council  ;*  but 
it  seems  to  have  been  used  for  a  very  short  time,  and  to  have 
been  allowed  to  fall  to  ruins.  No  vestiges  of  the  building  now 
remain. 

OF  THE  PUBLIC  WELLS,  &c. 

No  article  is  more  essential  to  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants  of  a  large  town  than  that  of  fresh  water ;  and 
no  place  in  the  kingdom  has  a  better  opportunity  of  being  supplied 
with  water  than  Aberdeen,  there  being  abundance  of  springs  in  its 
neighbourhood,  at  the  command  of  the  incorporation.  As  ^ arly  as 
the  year  16SS,  a  scheme  was  proposed  by  the  magistrates  for  bringing 
water  into  the  town,  by  means  of  leaden  pipes.  It  received  the 
sanction  of  the  citizens,  assembled  in  a  head  court ;  and  the  incorpo- 
rated trades  voluntarily  agreed  to  contribute  olie  thousand  merks  to- 
wards the  expense  of  the  undertaking,  and  to  bear  their  proportion 
of  the  money  to  be  assessed  for  that  purpose^  along  with  the  other 
inhabitants.  An  act  of  the  privy  council  was  thereupon  obtained, 
sanctioning  the  assessment,  but  the  civil  commotions  in  the  nation 
having  soon  afterwards  commenced,  the  scheme,  it  would  seem,  had 
been  relinquished.  In  the  year  I68S,  a  similar  proposal  was  intro- 
duced to  the  citizens,  but  it  did  not  meet  with  a  cordial  reception. 
Th^  declined  to  submit  to  an  assessment  for  the  expense  of  carrying 
on  the  work,  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop,  f 

About  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  inhabi- 
tants, appear  to  have  been  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  supply 
of  spring  water,  and  of  the  expediency  of  contributing  towards  the 
expence  of  bringing  it  into  the  town.  Accordingly,  in  the  year 
1706,  they  readily  acceded  to  the  plan  which  was  proposed  by  the 
magistrates,  and  agreed  to  an  assessment  for  that  purpose.  The 
money  necessary  for  accomplishing  this  desirable  object  was,  in  the 
first  place,  to  be  paid  from  the  public  funds  under  the  administra- 

8  Q  2  tion 


a  Emitter,  toL  xL  p.  90S.  f  Ibid.  voL  liL  p.  71«  91-  rol  IviL  p.  6S. 
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lion  of  the  council ;  but  to  be  repaid  by  yearly  instalmentSy  whichf 
as  well  as  the  annual  expense  of  the  establishment,  were  to  be  raised 
by  assessments  on  the  inhabitants.  In  a  short  time,  the  springs  of 
Cardenhaugh  were  collected  into  a  small  reservoir  near  that  place ; 
hence  the  water  was  conducted,  by  leaden  pipes,  to  a  cistern,  or  well, 
in  the  Castle-street,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.*  This  cistern, 
which  is  of  very  neat  workmanship,  is  surmounted  by  a  brass  statue, 
3t  feet  high,  Arom  which  the  water,  on  days  of  rejoicing  in  former 
times^  was  made  to  play.  Some  years  ago,  it  was  removed  from  its 
original  position,  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  to  the  east  end  of  itv 
where  it  still  remains.  The  expense  attending  the  execution  of  this- 
undertaking,  at  Michaelmas,  1712,  was  L.1571  5s.  Trd.  sterling,  aft 
appears  from  the  treasury  accounts.  The  inhabitants  having  expe-- 
rienced  the  benefit  c^  the  supply  of  water  thus  afforded  them,  other 
springs  were  collected  and  added  to  the  former,  and  small  cisterns 
were  built  in  the  principal  streets,  by  which  means  they  were 
abimdantly  supplied.  The  population  of  the  town  having  consider- 
ably increased  in  the  course  of  sixty  years,  it  became  necessary  to* 
have  an  additional  supply  of  this  article.  In  the  year  1766,  it  was 
resolved  by  the  magistrates  to  bring  in  water  from  the  fountain  near 
the  mill  of  Gilcomston,  and  to  make  improvements  upoa  the  con-- 
duits,  and  in  the  mode  of  distributing  it  through  the  town.  Ac- 
cordingly, a  large  reservoir  was  erected  in  the  Broadgate,  and  a  small 
one  in  the  Green,  for  receiving  the  water  from  the  fountains,  f  From 
those  reservoirs  it  was  distributed  into  the  small  cisterns,  which,  hav«^ 
ing  formerly  run  night  and  day,  were  now  provided  with  stop  cocks, 
and  the  number  of  these  were  increased.  Since  the  year  1795,  this 
branch  of  public  economy,  formerly  under  the  administration  of 
the  magistrates,  has  been  conducted  by  thirteen  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed in  consequence  of  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  that  year^. 
but  now  expired ;  and,  from  time  to  time,  very  considerable  improve- 
ments have  been  made  upon  the  conduits,  and  in  the  mode  of  distri- 
buting the  water,  which  is  now  abimdant  at  all  seasons.  After  sup- 
plying. 


*  Coiinca  Register,  vol.  IviiL  p.  40.  et  seq.  t  Ibii^  vol  UdiL  p.  46. 76.  et  aeq.  124. 
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plying  the  inhabitants,  a  large  stream  of  limpid  water  runs  down  the 
Broadgate  for  many  hours,  day  and  night,  from  the  overflowing  of  the 
cistern  there,  which  generally  contains  about  five  hundred  hogsheads. 
The  produce  of  the  springs  on  the  high  course,  in  winter,  when  at 
the  fullest,  is  from  fifty  five  to  sixty  gallons  a  minute :  when  at  the 
lowest,  in  a  dry  season,  fifteen  gallons.  The  Gilcomston  spring  dis* 
charges  from  seventy  to  seventy  five  gallons  a  minute,  at  the  fullest; 
and,  in  a  dry  season,  from  twenty  five  to  twenty  seven  gallons.  Be- 
sides the  supplies  from  these  fountains,  the  incorporation  has  a  right 
to  a  spring  on  the  lands  of  Hazlehead,  about  three  miles  distant 
which  discharges  about  sixty  gallons  a  minute  in  winter,  and  about 
twenty  two  in  a  dry  season.  It  has  long  been  in  contemplation 
to  bring  the  water  flowing  from  this  spring  into  the  town,  fdr  the 
acconunodatioti  of  private  families,  on  the  plan  adopted  in  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow ;  but  this  ittipcnrtant  object  has  not  yet  been  attained.. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  above-mentioned  commissioners  the 
public  lamps  of  the  town  are  also  placed.  These  were  first  intro- 
duced into  Aberdeen  in  the  year  1721,  and  were  lighted,  for  many 
years,  with  rapeseed  oil.  In  174S,  the  number  of  the  whole  was 
only  forty  nine,  but,  some  years  afterwards,  they  were  augmented  to 
seventy.  They  were  originally  constructed  of  square  lead  or  brass 
frames,  filled  up  with  conmion  glass ;  but,  in  place  of  these,  crystal 
globes  were  introduced  about  the  year  1751,  and  the  lamps  were 
lighted  with  whale  oiL  *  The  expense  of  those  difierent  branches,  and 
of  paving,  and  keeping  the  streets  in  repair,  is  defrayed  by  an  annual 
assessment  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  of  the  rent  of  dwelling 
houses  and  shops ;  and  the  whole  establishment  is  under  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  above-mentioned  commissioners,  who  are  biennially 
elected,  from  those  inhabitaptSt  whose  rents  amount  to  L.10  and 
upwards.  Five  oi  the  old  commissioners  are  continued  at  every 
election,  and  the  other  eight  elected  by  those  whose  house  rents 
amount  to  L.5  and  upwards.  This  election  did  not,  at  any  time^ 
greatly  interest  the  generality  of  the  citizens ;  nor  did  the  mode  of 

conducting 


*  CouDcil  Roister,  vol  Izi  p*^  78. 317*  S69.  57L  voL  IziL  p.  45» 
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conducting  it,  which  was  by  signed  lists,  possess  all  the  advantages 
which  could  have  been  wished  for.  On  several  occasions,  it  did  not 
give  general  satisfaction ;  but  the  complaints  were  few,  and  the  pub- 
lic are  much  indebted  to  those  who  have  so  long  and  disinterestedly 
ttfken  the  burthen  of  this  important  trust,  and  discharged  it  with  so 
much  fidelity. 

Among  other  works  of  public  utility,  the  commissioners  have 
erected,  at  the  Gallowhills,  a  magazine,  or  repository,  Tor  receiving 
gunpowder  imported  into  the  town  by  dealers  in  that  article,  as,  by 
the  act  of  parliament,  four  libs,  only  can  be  kept  in  any  shop,  at  one 
time,  in  the  way  of  being  retailed.    The  expense  of  this  building 

was  upwards  of  L.320,  defrayed  from  the  ordinary  assessment. 

» 

The  commissioners,  since  the  commencement  of  the  act,  have 
been  in  the  practice  of  publishing  states  of  thei#  accounts  annually, 
which  satisfactorily  shew  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  money 
under  their  administration.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  their  ac- 
count for  the  year  from  80th  March,  1816,  to  31  st  March,  1817  :— 

MONBY  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

To  Cadi  rtedftd  ton  Aateisraent                     .                      «  •       L.13S7    3  1| 

To  C«th  received  for  Dong,  (induding  L.ldS  I61. 6d.  $nmn  of  last  yenr)  •        699    (i  6 

To  Caah  received  for  lighting  Private  Lamps                   -                       .  44  15  0 

To  Cash  received  for  Fines  and  Broken  Lunps        -                      «  •          S    7  0 

Sum  total  received  n  112017    8    7j^ 

EXPENDitUBfi.  , 

^  Sdaries  to  Ttemanaf  sM  Clerk,  Overseer,  Superint^deoCs,  thate  Porten  for 

Fire  Ei^gisea,  &&                         -                      «  L.187    t  6 

Bj  Printing  and  Stationary,  and  Rent  of  Committee  Room^  &c.  64    8  O 

Ify  Incidental  Charges                 -                       .                       -  5  I6  10 

hj  Cash  eipended  on  WeBs  and  Water  Coarse               »>  S6    ft  6 

By  Cash  pjd  expenas  of  Poblic  Lamps               •                      •  9^4  19  5 

Da                  of  repair  of  Streets,  &C.                 •  801  17  H 

Do.                 of  cleaning  do.  and  removing  Dung        «  786    6    5 


^ 


Sum  total  expended  «  8186    7    li 

Super-expended  «  L.168  18    6 

Besides  Interest  to  Commercial  Bank,  for  Money  advanced  •  -  75    8  10 


Total  super-esqpenditure  during  the  year       •«  •  •  L.844    7    4 

From 
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From  Sl8t  Maidi  to  Blst  July,  1817^  tha» 

Lamps,  the  sum  of  « 

And  expended  «  • 


received  for  Assesnoenf;,  Duqg^  end  Frivite 

m        L.1028  18    6^ 

992    1    2i 


Leaving,  to  be  accounted  for,  a  Balance  of 


L^  17    4 


NEBAL  ABSTEACT  of  die  Total  RECEIPT  and  EXPENDITURE  daring  the  period 
fiom^une,  179^>  the  cemnencement  of  the  Act,  tiU  31st  July,  1817^  when  it  expired. 


RBCBIPT. 


ToCasli>  Amount  rood  vedl 

for  Assessment        /L-24,9«7    5    7 

w»        received  for  Dux^        4664    4    9^ 
^       duetheBank        •      1972  14  10 


ToUlRM^ved     L30,964    5   i2^ 


KtFBKnrruai* 

By  Gwh  paid  expense  of  obUunii^  tbe  Act  of 

Tiriiament  -  L.690    2    6 

«*    sundries,  paving  and  re« 

pairing  the  Streets        -  5083  19  10 

^    expense  tm  Street  Lamps  12,439  17    5 
^    expense  of  bringing  into 

town  an  additional  supply  of 

water,  by  the  new  cast  ircni 

main  on  the  high  course 
«»    sundries.  Interest         • 
mm    *nifidri<i«.  Sdnrifs      « 
«%    expense  of  buildinig  the  Gun^ 

powder  Magazine,  Be  Repairs     826    S    4 
••    sundries  Ibr  Gtoimd  taken 

to  widen  Streets  and  Lanea       480  14    1 
«%    sundry  Miscellaneous  Ao« 

counts  and  petty  Charges        1570  15    1 
w^    expense  on  Wells  and  Water 

Cottfse  -  -        2922  16  10|( 


2144  9  S 
S475  £  11 
2749    8     7 


Tot^l  Expenditure        L.30,933    7  10| 
Bdanee  in  Treasorei's  Hands         30  17    4 


L^0,964    5    ^ 


The  Floating  Debt,  (Indudfaig  L.1S72  14s.  lOd.  due  to  the  Bank,  as  above,  for  which  the  Di« 
leotora  oonsidcr  the  Comnissionet^  as  Be|iceseiitatives  of  the  Pid>lic,  pccBQiia]]|jr  bound,  and  aondvy 
Aeeounts  vaafettled,  for  Lamp  Globes,  &&  L.300  10s.  Sd)  is,  at  this  date,  31st  July,  1817^ 
L.1673  5s. 


OF  THE  BRIDGE  OF  DEE. 


This  wag  among  the  earliest  and  most  important  works  of  public 
litjy  reared  by  the  hand  of  benevolence^  for  the  advantage  not 

only 
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only  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  but  of  the  whole  country,  and  is  a 
lasting  monument  of  the  liberality  of  the  original  founders.  At  an 
early  period,  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen  seem  to  have  experienced 
the  inconvenience  of  passing  the  river  Dee  by  the  common  ferry, 
which,  in  ancient  times,  was  at  the  Craglug,  distinguished,  as  well  as 
the  lands  near  it,  by  the  name  of  Ferry  hill.  About  the  year  1448, 
the  alderman  and  baiUies  designed  a  bridge  over  the  river,  a  little 
above  this  ferry,  and  it  would  seem  that  some  progress  had  been  made 
in  the  undertaking.  They  entered  into  a  contract  with  Mr.  John 
Livingston,  vicar  of  Inverugie,  for  superintending  and  directing  it ; 
and  the  council  and  community  voted  L.20,  to  be  paid  annually,  for 
ten  years,  from  the  public  funds,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
pense* of  the  buildiug ;  but  what  progress  was  made  in  it  we  have 
not  been  informed.  It  is  probable  that  the  undertaking  was  relin- 
quished by  the  community,  when  it  was  found  to  be  of  too  great 
a  magnitude  for  their  slender  means.  About  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  William  Elphinston,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  pro- 
jected the  present  bridge,  of  seven  arches,  over  the  river,  distant 
about  two  miles  from  the  town,  and  commenced  the  building,  but  died 
before  the  structure  was  far  advanced.  Bishop  Gavin  Dunbar,  on 
succeeding  to  the  episcopal  see,  recommenced  the  work,  which  had 
remained  neglected  from  the  time  of  the  founder's  death,  and,  in  the 
space  of  a  few  years,  completed  the  building,  upon  his  own  expense. 
Having  accomplished  this  noble  undertaking  about  the  year  1527,  he, 
some  time  afterwards,  delivered  over  the  bridge  to  the  charge  of  the 
magistrates,  council,  and  community,  and,  at  the  same  time,  pre- 
sented to  them  a  grant  of  the  lands  ef  Ardlair,f  in  the  parish  of 
Clat,  as  a  fund  for  supporting  the  fabric,  and  for  rebuilding  it  at  any 
future  period,  if  that  should  become  necessary.  They  accepted  this 
munificent  donation,  and  in  return  gave  their  obligation,:}^  to  the 

beneficent 


*  Counca  Register,  voL  v.  p.  108. 

t  These  lands  had  been  granted  by  Alexander  Stuart,  Earl  of  Mar,  to  the  catfiedna  and  the 
hop  of  Aberdeen,  bj  a  charter,  dated  10th  February,  1407* 

t^  Curiaballiaoraburgide  Abirdententa  inpretorio  eiusd  zvu'  diemenfc  Decenibria,  Anno  DBi 
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beneficent  prelate,  to  perform  the  condition  upon  which  the  grant 
had  been  made. 

In  this  age  of  superstition,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  time, 
the  bridge  was  provided  with  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
erected  on  the  north  end,  that  travellers  who  passed  and  repassed 

S  H  might 


1529^  p  honorabiles  viros  Alexrm  Rajfurd^  et  Alexrm  Mezies^  duos  balliuoru  de  Ablrden^  pro 
tbunali  seden. 

"  The  said  day^  in  ye  bailjie  court  of  ye  said  hurt,  haldin  in  ye  tolbuit  of  ye  samy,  be  ye  bailzeis 
aboun  writing  in  pns  of  ane  part  of  ye  oounsall  and  nytbours  of  ye  samy  burght,  cbperit  worschip^ 
full  clerk  MaisP  Robert  Elphinstoun,  psone  of  Kyncardin^  and  MaisP  Ateir  GaUoway,  psone  of 
Kjmkell^  in  name  and  behalf  of  ane  reuerend  fayir  in  God^  Gawane,  bischop  of  Abirden,  and  expo- 
nit  and  diew  openlie  in  plane  court  how  ye  said  reuerend  fiiyr,  one  his  grit  exorbitant  and  sumptuuss 
expenss^  had  bigit  of  new  ane  nobill  and  substadus  Brig,  dotit  and  finsait  ^t  all  necessu^,  or  ye  watP 
and  rywer  of  Dee^  rynand  one  ye  soul  syd  of  ye  said  burt^  for  ye  cbmond  weill^  and  spedalie  for  ye 
Weill  of  ye  buigh!  of  Abirden^  qlk  Brig  and  noble  wark  cbpletit  and  endit  substatiuslie  in  all  ne« 
cessa?  for  ppetualite  of  ye  aamy^  he,  Vt  express  Absent  and  assent  of  his  deyne  and  chaptour  of  ye 
cathederall  kyrk  of  Abixdene^  all  in  ane  Toce  and  ptent  he  had  gewin  to  ye  provost,  bailceis,  coun- 
aaill,  and  cofiite  of  Abirden,  togedd  Vt  ye  landes  of  Ardlar,  ^t  ye  ptin€te,  liand  in  ye  schire  of 
Claty  lordsdiip  of  Garreaut,  and  sefdome  of  Abirden ;  and  infeft  yame,  ye  said  p vost,  bailaeis,  coun- 
eaill,  and  comite,  &  j,  sucrs  in  ye  samy  landis,  Wt  ye  ptinete,  be  chartour  and  pcept  of  sesing,  in 
dew  forme,  under  his  L.  autentik  seill,  and  subscriptionn  mannall  c£  his  hand,  cbmond  seill  o£  hia 
eaid  chiqptour,  togidd  li^t  ye  subscriptionis  manualis  of  ye  maist  part  of  ye  chanonia  of  ye  said  ca« 
thederal  kyrk  of  Abirdene,*  for  ye  ppetuall  meteining,  reparing,  meding,  uphalding,  and,  gif  neid 
beis,  biging  of  new  of  ye  said  Brig,  als  oft  as  it  sail  hapin  it  to  fiull  wdecaid,  in  all  or  in  part,  in  all 
tymia  to  cum^  sa  lang  as  ya  or  y  suSrs,  pvest,  bailaeis,  counsaill,  and  comite  pedablie  bruik  ye  said 
lands  of  Ardlar,  on  acoQit  and  ouptenit  fray  ya  be  ye  law.    To  ye  qlk  ye  saids  provost,  baibseia, 
counsail,  and  comite,  had  bunden  and  oblest  ya  and  y  sucrs,  pnt  and  to  cum,  for  ye  tyme,  be  ane 
atetik  band  and  obligationn,  und  ye  cbmond  seill  and  subscriptionn  of  ye  maist  part  of  yr  handis 
for  ye  tjrme,  togidd  ^^  ye  subscriptionis  of  diuf '  famous  notars,  in  ye  soQest  forme ;  and  yefc  ye 
•aid  MaisP  Alexr  GaUoway,  psone  of  Kynkell,  deliuit  and  or  gaif  ye  said  Brig  frelie,  wt  ye  ptinete, 
to  ane  honorable  ma  Aleir  Ruyfurd,  ane  of  ye  bailzeis  of  ye  said  hurt,  sitand  in  iugmet  for  ye 
lyme,  togidd  yft  ye  actStik  chartour  and  pcept  of  seising  of  the  said  landes  of  Ardlar,  wt  y  ptinete, 
aeilit  and  subscriuit,  actetiklie,  as  is  afbr  writin ;  and  ressauit,  be  ye  handis  of  ye  saids  Alexr  Ruy- 
iurd,  ye  actetik  band  and  obligationn  of  ye  said  pvost,  bailzeis,  counsail,  and  comite,  seillitand  sub- 
flcrivit,  in  dew  fonne,  as  said  is,  for  ppetual  meding,  reparing,  ouphalding,  and  biging  of  new  of  ye 
aaid  Brig,  als  oft  as  neid  beis,  as  said  is.    And  yeft  ye  saids  Maisf  Robert  Elphinstoun  and  Alexr  Gal« 
loway,  in  name  and  behalf  of  ye  said  reuerend  fay,  dene,  and  chaptour,  forsaid,  obligit  yame  yat  gif  ye 
aaids  chartour  and  pcept  of  sesing  war  not  suffidentlie  maid  and  dilitat  yis  tjrme,  to  reform  and  mak 
of  new  ye  same  jiye  and  qll  ya  war  fundin  and  cbsiderit  suffident  be  me  of  wisdome  and  understand* 
ing;  and  elikwiss  ye  said  pvost,  bailzeis,  counsail,  and  comite,  forsaid,  oblegit  ya  and  sucrs,  pnt 
and  to  cum^  gif  yar  said  band  and  oUigin  be  not  suffid«Dt,  to  refonne,  msad,  and  mak  of  new  ye 
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might  have  an  opportunity  of  exercifiing  solemn  acts  of  devotion  a€ 
its  altar,  of  which  Sir  William  Bae  was  chaplain.  *  There  belonged 
to  this  institution  a  silver  crucifix,  chalice  of  silver,  an  image  of  the 
Virgin,  over  gilt,  three  embroidered  napkins,  and  other  sacred  uten- 
sils, some  of  which  were  preserved  at  the  Beformation,  when  the 
chapel  was  probably  demolished. 

In  the  year  1592,  the  lands  of  Ardlair  were  sold,  by  the  magis* 
trates  and  town  council,  to  John  Leslie  of  Balquhain^  for  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  merks.  This  money  was  afterwards  applied  towards 
payment  of  the  price  for  which  the  community  had  repurchased 
from  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Pitfoddels  the  feu  of  the  town's  public 
mills,  to  which  he  had,  some  yeus  previoindy,  acquired  ri^t  It 
appears,  however,  from  the  public  accouDnts,  that  this  money  was 
afterwards  accounted  for,  by  the  treasurer,  to  the  Bri4ge  of  Dee 
funds,  and  that  these  were  Isdid  out  at  interest^  aod  improved  by  ac- 
cumulation in  sui:h  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  administrators  to  de-* 
fray  the  expense  of  rebuilding  the  bridlge,  and  to  leave  a  consider- 
able surplus  behind.  This  was  again  improved  by  profitable  pmv 
chases  of  lands,  f  for  the  benefiit  of  the  bridge ;  and  a  very  amj^e 
fund  still  belongs  to  it,  under  the  administration  of  the  town  councils 

On  the  south  end  of  this  fabric,  there  was,  in  ancient  times,  a 
porch,  with  a  watdi  tower  ovi^  it,  in  whidi  the  citizens  mounted 
guard,  in  the  time  of  commotion  in  thecoi^itry,  orcrnthe  aiam  of  the 

plague 


9ainy,  aye  and  qll  it  be  c6siderit  sufficient  be  me  of  law  and  understandings  als  oft  as  neid  beis.  And 
fory  ye  saids  Maistis  Robert  Elphinstoun  and  Aleir  GUloway  oblegit  ya,  in  name  and  behalf  of  ye 
said  reuerendfay^  dene^  and  chaptour,  to  deliu  to  ye  said  pvost,  baibseis,  counsall,  and  comite^  jw 
bail  pees  of  ye  reognitionn  of  ye  saids  landis  of  Aidlar,  quhire  ya  war  recognest  fta  umqll  Andw 
Elphinstoun^  &c.  togidd  wt  all  instruts  and  documets  maid  to  ye  said  reuerend  fB.%  at  bis  pdeoes« 
sours,  of  ye  said  landis,  and  all  uy  euidents  and  documets  decerning  ye  samy  landis,  fi^ut  aay 
langer  delay." — [jCouncU  RegiHer,  vol.  xii.  p.  734.J 

*  The  patronage  of  this  foundation  belonged  to  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  as  ^Koymekm  ^tff  liw- 
lands  of  Ruthrieston,  on  which  the  diapel  was  built,  and  whidi  now  btloiq^  to  Akx.  Ht^bm,  fiaq*. 

t  Council  Register,  voL  xsadr.  p.  796.  voL  uam^  p.  708. 
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plague  spreading  northward^  that  strangers  might  be  prevented  from 
entering  the  town,  without  obtaining  permission.  In  the  time  of  the 
civil  war,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  the  bridge  was  often  a  disputed 
post  by  contending  armies^  a  circumstance  which  we  have  already  had 
occasion  to  notice.  In  the  year  1679,  the  porch  was  ornamented  with 
the  town's  coat  of  arms,  and  that  of  Bishop  Elphinston,  the  original 
founder^  placed  over  it.  About  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  cen* 
tury,  the  bridge  had  fallen  so  much  into  decay,  that  it  became  neces* 
sary  to  rebuild  the  greatest  part  of  it,  particularly  the  arches  and  su« 
perstructure.  In  the  year  1718,  the  work  was  commenced,  and,  in 
the  course  of  the  four  subsequent  years,  completed,  as  it  stands  at 
the  present  time.  The  stones  used  in  the  work  were  imported,  by 
sea,  from  Moray,  and  from  the  frith  of  Forth,  which  circumstance 
will  account  for  the  materials  of  which  the  bridge  is  composed  being 
different  in  quality  from  any  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  was 
finished  on  the  south  end  with  an  elegant  porch  of  dressed  stone,  al- 
most of  the  same  construction  with  the  original  one ;  but,  about  the 
year  1773,  it  was  removed,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  more  conve- 
nient access  to  carriages.  The  bridge  is  a  light  building,  of  seven 
semicircular  ribbed  arches ;  but,  although  it  is  regularly  and  sub- 
stantially built,  according  to  the  rules  of  architecture,  there  are  not 
two  of  the  piers  finished,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  parapet,  on  the 
same  parallel  line,  which  can  easily  be  discovered  by  the  eye.  The 
bridge  was  long  complained  of  as  incommodious  for  modem  wheel- 
carriages,  by  reason  of  its  narrowness,  but  that  has  lately  been  reme- 
died by  certain  improvements  on  the  carriage  way.  The  line  of 
road  to  the  bridge  from  the  north  was  also  indirect  and  inconvenienty 
but,  of  late  years,  the  approach  has  been  made  in  a  direct  line  to  it 
over  the  hollow  grounds,  by  means  of  a  bridge,  which  is  finished  with 
a  handsome  cast  metal  railing.  On  the  south  end,  the  approach 
has  diso  been  improved,  and  made  direct,  since  the  turnpike  road 
was  completed.  In  the  accounts  of  the  master  of  kirk  and  bridge 
works,  made  up  under  the  new  system,  in  the  year  1811,  the 
funds  belonging  to  the  bridge  stood  as  follows  :*-«-< 

8  H  d 
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To  the  value  of  the  feu  duties  of  the  lands  of  Gilcomston,  payable  partly  in  grain  and  partly  ill 

money — (L.88  yearly)        -  -  -  •      .  L.I76O    0    O 

^  ditto  of  tack  of  Mill  of  Gilcomston,  and  Lint  Mill-— (L.8  l6s.  8d.  yearly)        -        200    0    O 

«%  Feu  duty  Caparstone  -  -  -  «  ISO 

«%  Money  advanced  to  the  Commutation  Road  Trustees        •  »  «      800    0    O 


L.226I     2    0 


Since  that  time,  these  fiinds  have  been  increased,  by  the  accumu*- 
lation  of  interest,  and  may  now  amount  to  about  L.4000. 

OF  THE  BRIDGE  OF  DON. 

This  ancient  fabric  is  also  under  the  charge  of  the  magistrates* 
and  council,  who  are  the  administrators  of  a  considerable  fund  be* 
longing  to  it.  Some  of  our  historians  relate,  that  it  was  projected 
by  Bishop  Henry  Cheyne,*  who  was  in  the  episcopal  see  of  Aber- 
deen in  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  and  built  at  his  expense ; 
but  this  information  must  have  been  founded  entirely  upon  conjec- 
ture, which  shall  be  immediately  shown.  Sir  Alexander  Hay,  one  of 
the  clerks  of  session,  afterwards  lord  clerk  register,  by  a  charter,f  dated 

February 


*  Principal  Boece^  in  hia  Life  of  Bishop  Cheyne,  takes  no  notice  of  such  a  work  having  been- 
(Executed  by  him^  although  he  b  very  circumstantial  in  his  account  of  the  erection  of  the  Bridge  of 
Dee  by  Bishops  Elphinston  and  Dunbar,  in  his  account  of  their  lives. — [^Boetius  de  FiiU  EpU. 
AbredonenJl 

t  The  following  is  an  extract  taken  from  the  original  Charter,  in  the  archives  of  the  town :«— - 

''  Omnibus  banc  eartam  visuris  vel  audituris  Magister  Alexander  Hay,  dericus  aenatos  et  consi« 
lij  S.  D.  N.  regis  ac  hereditarius  proprietari'us  omnium  terrarum  feu^Kfimahn  et  annuorum  redditum 
olim  ad  capeHanos  seu  vicarios  chori  ecclesie  cathedrab's  Aberdonen  qpectan  etemam  in  domino  sa« 
hitem  noueritis  me  pro  zelo  motum  In  honorem  Dei  omnipotentis,  et  ut  sustineatur  policia  hujus 
regni,  in  hac  parte,  £t  quia  annales  testantur  pontem  lapidium  super  aquam  de  Done,  prope  burgum 
de  Aberdene  constructum  fuisse  ex  mandato  et  impensis  Quondam  ihvictissiiaii  principb  Robert! 
Brucij,  Scotie  regni  optime  memorie  Regis,  qui  partim  injuria  temporis  partim  quod  null!  proventua 
suppetant  unde  sustineatur  ad  intim  perduo  videtur  £t  quia  plurimum  interest  toti  boreali  parti 
prefati  regni  presertim  civibus  dicti  burgi  ne  antiquum  illud  monumentum  comiat  et  ex  alijs  causis 
rationi  consonis  animum  meum  ad  hoc  moven  itaque  donasse  concessisge  alienasse  et  hac  presenti 
carta  mea  confirmasse  Tenorec^  presentium  donare  concedere  alienare  et  hac  presenti  carta  meaeoiw 
firmare  preposito,  ballivis,  consulibus,  et  communitati  dicti  burgi  de  Aberdene,  et  eonun  sucoessori- 
bus,  totas  et  integras  firmas  feodifirmarias  et  annuos  redditus  meos  subscriptos  annuatim  leuan  et 
percipien  ad  terminos  cons  de  terris  et  croftis  subscript^  via.  Annuam  firmam  fettdifiimariam  qiUK 
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February  Ist,- 1606,  granted  to  the  council  and  community  certain 
annuities,  amounting  to  L.27  88.  6d.  Scottish  money,  arising  from  va- 
rious crofts  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen,  to  answer  as 
a  fund  for  defraying  the  expense  of  repairing  and  otherwise  sup- 
porting the  bridge.  These  annuities  had  formerly  belonged  to  the 
chaplains  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Aberdeen,  and  were  acquired  by 
him  subsequent  to  the  Reformation.  In  that  charter,  he  particu- 
larly mentions  that  the  bridge  was  the  noble  work  of  the  renowned 
and  illustrious  King  Eobert  Bruce ;  and  that  he  had  obtained  this 
information  from  certain  annals,  to  which  he  had  had  access. 
This  donation  from  Sir  Alexander  Hay,  being  only  L.2  5s.  Syd.  ster- 
ling, was  the  original  mean  of  raising  the  present  opulent  fund  be- 
longing 


taor  decern  libnumm  usualis  monete  regni  Scotie  de  croftis  subscriptiB  debitam  olim  Mg?o  Roberto 
Ltimaden  de  Clovsth  incumben  et  nunc  ad  Alexandrum  Culen  buigen  de  Abd  hereditarie  spectao 
jaoen  infhi  temtorium  eroft^rum  bmgi  de  Aberdene,  viz.  Una  crofta  vocat  adie  pingiU  jacen  inter 
croftam  quondam  Alezandri  Gray  ex  auatrali  croftam  quondam  Johannis  Cheyne  ex  boreali  com« 
munem  yiiim  regiam  ex  orientali  et  Lie  Cruiked  myre  ex  ocddentali  partibus  ac  alia  crofta  tenre  nun- 
cupat  Lie  langiigg  inter  croftam  Alexandri  Kempt  ex  auatrali  croftam  olim  fratribus  predicatoribus 
incumben  ex  boreali  comun  viam  regiam  ex  orientale  et  dictum  lie  Cruked  mjrre  ex  occidentali  par<« 
tibuB  £t  alia  crofta  jacen  prope  domum  leprosorum  inter  croftam  ad  collegium  regale  de  Aberdene 
specti^  ex  australi  croftam  quondam  Johannis  Wear  ex  boreali  communem  viam  regiam  ex  orientali 
et  lie  Calaeymyre  ex  occidentali  partibus  ac  alia  crofta  prope  lie  SpittellhDl  inter  croftam  dictiquon« 
dam  Johannes  Wear  ex  australi  lie  Spittelhill  ex  boreali  communem  viam  regiam  ex  orientali  et  lie 
Calsymyir  ex  occidentali  partibus  et  alia  crofta  vocat  fiU  ye  cop  per  quondam  Magistnim  Adamum 
Gordoun  ftindat  jacen  prope  lie  theifSs  briggies  inter  croftam  Davidis  Mar  ex  australi  et  orientali 
partibus  croftam  olim  dictis  firatribus  predicatoribus  pertinen  ex  boreali  et  cbem  viam  regiam  ex  oc- 
cidentali partibus  Item  aliam  firmam  feudifirmariam  novem  librarum  monete  predicte  de  terris  quon- 
dam Magri  Alexri  Galloway,  rectoris  de  Kinkell,  VQcat  Cr3m8  wallis  nunc  Tliome  quhyit  naute  bur- 
gen  dicti  burgi  incumbeB  jaoen  in  territorio  de  Futtie  infra  libertatem  dicti  burgi  inter  terras  Davi- 
dis Andersoun  ex  boreali  terras  vocat  thrie  Lang  r^gis  ex  australi  fluxum  Maris  ex  ocdden  et  terras 
quondam  Johannis  Mar  ex  ocdden  partibus  Et  de  dictis  terris  vocat  thrie  Lang  riggis  jacen  ex  aus- 
trali parte  de  lie  auld  wallis  inter  terras  dicti  Davidis  Andersoun  et  terras  Andree  Murray  ex  aus- 
trali terras  vocat  »Sawdilandi8  el  terras  Johannis  Mar  ex  boreali  terras  commtmitatis  de  Aberdene  lie 
Linkis  ex  oriea  et  terras  dicti  Andree  Murray  ex  ocdden  partibus  et  de  dictis  terris  vocat  Sandi- 
landis  Jacen  inter  dictas  terras  vocat  thrie  Lang  riggis  ex  australi  terras  Andree  Murray  ex  boreali 
tenas  lie  Linkis  nuncupat  ex  orien  et  terras  died  Johannis  Mar  ex  ocdden  partibus  Et  de  terras 
nuncupat  lie  cuttingis  de  Putties  myre  Jaoen  inter  terras  dicti  Alexandri  Cullen  ex  australi  Putties 
myre  ex  boreali  dictas  terras  vocat  lie  Linkis  ex  orien  et  terras  quondam  WiUelmi  Puddis  ex  ocd- 
dentali partibus  ac  de  terris  dicti  quondam  Magri  Alexandria  jacen  inter  viam  publicam  vocat  boul« 
get  ex  boreali  aqueductum  discenden  a  lie  Putties  myir  ex  australi  terras  quondon  domini  de  Bar- 
nis  ex  ocdden  et  Putties  myir^"  &c. 
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longing  to  the  bridge.  The  annuities  which  he  transferred  were 
lent  out  and  improved  at  interest,  under  the  direction  of  the  admi* 
nistrators,  till  the  year  1709,  when  the  council  having  purchased  the 
lands  of  Easter  Skene,  for  the  behoof  of  various  public  institutions 
under  their  administration,  a  certain  portion  of  these  lands  was  appro- 
priated to  the  bridge,  and  the  accumulated  fund  applied,  in  part,  to 
the  payment  of  the  price.  By  the  rise  in  value  of  the  property  which 
had  been  thus  purchased,  the  yearly  revenue  of  this  fund  has  now  in- 
creased to  about  L.600  sterling,  and  the  property  belonging  to  it  is 
estimated  to  be  equal  to  L.  12,000  sterling.  The  structure  is  formed 
of  one  Gothic  arch,  founded  upon  a  rock  on  each  side  of  the  river, 
where  it  is  narrowest.  It  is  sixty  six  feet  ten  inches  wide  at  the 
bottom,  and  thirty  four  feet  six  inches  high  above  the  surface  of  the 
river,  which,  at  ebb  tide,  is  here  nineteen  feet  and  an  half  deep. 
The  bridge  is  so  narrow  that  two  carriages  cannot  pass  upon  it,  and 
is  become  very  much  decayed ;  besides,  the  approaches  to  it  from  the 
higher  grounds,  on  each  end,  are  extremely  inconvenient,  and  even 
dangerous,  to  loaded  carriages. 

In  ancient  tinges  it  would  appear  that  the  bridge,  distinguished  by 
the  name  of  Polgoton^^  was  provided  with  a  chapel,  for  religious  pur- 
poses, in  the  same  manner  as  the  bridge  of  Dee,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  age,  and  was  under  the  sole  charge  and  direction  of 
the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen.  In  the  year  1443,  they  voted  the  ad- 
mission fees  of  a  burgess  of  guild  to  be  paid  to  Sir  William  Ettles, 
the  chaplain,  for  defraying  the  expense  of*  repairing  the  bridge  ;  and, 
in  the  year  1605,  the  community  voted  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
merks,  for  the  same  purpose  ;f  but  the  donation  from  Sir  Alexander 
Hay,  which  followed  within  a  few  months  after,  superseded  the  ne- 
cessity of  levying  this  grant  from  the  citizens. 

As  the  funds  are  now  so  ample,  and  the  bridge  only  deserving  to 
be  preserved  as  a  memorable  structure  of  antiquity,  on  account  of  its 

iUustrioua 


*  It  is  so  written  in  the  record. 

t  Council  Regifter,  toL  v.  p.  680,  toL  xlii.  p.  148. 169- 


illtistrious  foundert  it  has  been  in  contemplatiQa  to  appropriate  tl^ 
funds  to  the  expense  of  constructing  a  new  brieve  over  the  river,  a 
little  waj  below  the  old  one*  so  as  to  form  a  cpnne:uon  betwiiit  Ellon 
turnpike  road  and  the  new  line,  made  out  from  the  C^^tle-stre^  to^ 
wards  the  Don.  If  this  project  were  accomplUihedy  it  wpuJd  undoubt- 
edly be  of  essential  advantage,  not  only  tp  th^  t/dWJU  but  to  fbbe  publi? 
at  large.  The  situation  of  the  old  bridge  is  extrepi^ly  picturesque^ 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  being  here  a  high  preciiM^t  covered  with, 
wood.  The  preservation  of  the  old  fabric  would  be  a  d^mlde  ob- 
ject ;  and  if  this  were  obtained,  then  the  benevolent  4^sigBa  of  tlji^e 
original  founder  of  the  very  ample  stock  now  belonging  to  it  would 
be  completely  answered ;  while  the  funds,  in  place  of  being  hoarded 
up  for  no  purpose  whatever,  would  be  usefully  and  beneficially  em- 
ployed for  the  advantage  of  the  community  at  large. 

in  the  new  f yatem  of  acoounta  of  tbe  maater  of  ^lii:^  and  Mfilg^ 
worl^,  made  up  in  the  year  1811,  the  funds  belonging  to  tbj^  bridge 
stood  as  follows : — 

To  ^-lOth  parts  of  the  lands  of  Skene,  having  a  revenue,  in  rents  and  feu  duties,  of  L.226  iGs.  es- 
timated at  twenty  five  years  purchase  «  ^  L.5670    0    0 
«%  estimated  value  of  Annuities  granted  by  Sir  Alex.  Hay,  Lord  Clerk  R^^ister       •        45  14    6 
^  Debt  due  by  the  Commutation  Road  Trustees,  for  Road  to  the  Bridge            -  650    0    O 
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Since  that  time,  the  fund  has  increased,  by  the  accumulation  of 
interest,  and  is  now  conjectured  to  be  about  L.12,000,  as  already 
mentioned 

DISTILLERY. 

About  the  year  1794,  a  very  extensive  work  for  the  distillation 
from  com,  of  spirits,  for  the  English  market,  was  projected,  near  the 
bridge,  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  completed  in  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  great  inducement  for  erecting  it  there  was  the  com- 
mand of  a  water-fall  for  driving  machinery,  upon  the  bank  of  the 
river,  which  is  navigable  for  small  vessels  as  far  up  as  the  bridge.  It 
was  intended  to  distil  annually  the  produce  of  12000  quarters  of  corn. 
The  unfavourable  season  1795^  the  embargo  on  shipping,  and  other 

circumstances, 
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circumstances,  however,  prevented  the  company  from  consuming 
more  than  8215  quarters,  from  which  spirits  were  distilled,  and  paid, 
upon  importation  into  London,  L.26,800  sterling  of  duty,  besides 
about  L.1000,  which  had  been  paid  for  the  duty  on  malt.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  com  was  the  produce  of  Aberdeenshire,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  imported  from  the  adjacent  districts,  the  whole  being 
the  growth  of  Scotland.  In  this  distillery  half  barley  and  half  bear 
were  used,  it  being  found,  by  experience,  that  there  is  more  farina,  or 
saccharine  matter,  in  barley  than  in  bear,  and  it  is  that  only  which 
produces  spirit.* 

This  undertaking  was  conducted,  for  several  years,  with  the 
greatest  prospect  of  advantage  to  the  proprietors ;  but,  owing  to  an 
alteration  having  taken  place  in  the  excise  laws,  and  other  unfavour- 
able circumstances,  it  was  relinquished.  Part  of  the  works  were  de- 
molished, and  part  of  them  were  afterwards  converted  to  other 
purposes. 


*  Statistical  Acoount of  Scodand,  voLiiz.  p. 222. 
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CONTINUATION  OF  THE  NAEEATIVE, 

From  Paox  S74. 


Proceedings  of  the  Burgesses^  Incorporated  Trades,  and  Administrators 
of  the  Borough,  for  the  restoration  of  its  elective  franchisC'^^Pro-- 
ceedings  before  the  Privy  Council'^  Warrant  granted  to  the  Magis- 
trates and  Council  elected  at  Michaelmas,  1816,  to  nominate  the 
New  Council,  Magistrates,  and  Office-bearers,  ^c. 

The  judgment  which  was  pronounced  by  the  court  of  session  in  a.d.  isis. 
the  important  question  between  the  burgesses  and  the  administrators 
of  the  town»  as  formerly  noticed^  having  become  final,  the  three  bail- 
lies  and  three  counsellors^  who  had  been  elected  at  MichaelmaSi 
1817,  and  had  accepted,  surrendered  their  several  offices,  in  com* 
pliance  with  that  judgment. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  the  burgesses,  along  with  many  respectable 
heritors  and  householders  of  the  town,  assembled  in  the  West 
church,  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  his  Majesty  for  the  restoration 
of  a  regular  government  to  the  borough.  A  petition  having  accord* 
ingly  been  prepared,  was  subscribed  by  nearly  two  thousand  citizens, 
and,  some  days  afterwards,  transmitted  to  Lord  Sidmouth,  his  Ma- 
jesty's principal  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department,  in  order 
to  be  presented  to  the  Prince  Begent  in  counciL 

In  the  course  of  preparing  this  petition,  a  difference  appears  to 
have  arisen  between  the  members  of  the  incorporated  trades  and 
the  burgesses  of  guild,  with  regard  to  its  terms,  as  not  comprehend- 
ing any  reference  to  an  extension  of  their  political  influence  in  the 
town  coimdl,  or  to  the  x>eculiar  grievances  of  which  they  complained. 

S  I  In 
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A.D.  1818.  In  certain  resolutions*  which  they  had  previously  adopted,  they, 
among  other  articles,  demanded,  that,  before  expressing  their  concur- 
rence 


•  [lU*  April,  1818.]— REPORT  of  the  GENERAL  COMMITTEE,  afpointm  by  the 

SEVEN  INCORPORATED  TRADES  of  ABERDEEN. 

In  laying  the  following  Rqport  before  their  eentkiients,  the  committee  take  the  liberty  of  im* 
pressing  on  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  the-  common  indenture  of  1587  annihilated  and 
laid  aside  By  diis  deed,  the  trades,  fbr  the  last  two  hundred  and  thirty  ycara,  have  been  subjected 
to  the  vassalage  and  tyxannical  oppression  of  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen ;  and,  unless  this  indenture 
be  now  done  away,  any  new  constitutionthatmay  be  obtained  f^  the  beftA^^  can  ^ily  have  the  effect 
of  amusing  tite  fittiey,  witfmit  ccliton^g  a»y  pennne&t  advantage  m^  the  eorponHiosu* 

Wi A  the  Mtdastsudrng,  tberelbro,  that  this  dbnasioas  aiitmmeBt  shall  be  oitirdy  kefft  out  of 
view,  in  laying  down  the  graonda  of  a  new  constitution  for  the  borough  of  Aberdeeiv  the  xannmittee 
nowbegleave  to  state  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  labours,  in  sofiir  as  regards  the  interest  of 
the  seven  incorporated  trades ;  and  they  may  premise  that^  in  the  meantime,  they  have  confined 
thcfr  ddibentians  tothe  aubject  of  the  pirivileges  they  should  enjjciy— -Ae  eatent  of  their  rcprastnta* 
tion  in  coitn€Ll«-*the  tetma  of  entering  with  the  town— and  Uue  mode  of  election  of  thdr  repfesen* 
tatives* 

tn  the  first  place,  then— As  it  is  proposed  that  the  trades  should  pay  to  the  ocmunon  good  of  the 
biDrongh  equally  with  Ae  guildry,  the  eammiltee  cdmme  tkat  il  woald  be  reaaonahle  aad  pnfier 
that  the  two  bbdiea  Aould  be  on  an  eqpal  fbotiBg  in  fiegaid  la  the  pnvikge  of  eacfoiting  and  iai-» 
p(»ting,  dealing  in  merchandise,  carrying  on  trade  within  the  borougl^  and  to  the  payment  of  cus- 
toms and  dues ;  and  that  unfreemen,  whether  merchants  or  tradesmen,  shoiM  be  obliged  to  enterwidt 
that  particular  body  whose  occupation  they  respectively  profess. 

Seoomdfy'-^They  teooromend  that  the  inoorpontioDS  should  hav^  six  representatives  in  council— » 
their  convener,  ear  qficio,  being  one  of  that  numb«;  and  that  the  other  thirteen  sfaotdd  beiepiesen* 
tatives  of  the  goildiy,  making,  in  tl^  imcleen :  And  that  all  the  eeunselUrs,  whcfllicr  ftom  the 
gvMtf  flOr  the  tsadea,  should  be  equally  eligible  to  hold  any  situation  iathe  oouaoiL  It  being  under* 
8taod»  that  the  deacons  of  ^craftsahaH  go  up  to  the  coundl*  and  vote,  aceording  to  use  and  wont,  at 
the  election  of  the  office-bearers;  and  that  the  convener  shall,  at  all  times,  be  a  member  of  oeimcil! 
committees. 

liirdfy — ^Tbe  comndttee  propose,  that  Ae  seven  eoiporatiolis  should  agree,  Aat  at  enttaata  wllb 
them  shall  pay 'the  same  dues  to  the  cemmon  fjeod  of  the  boiough  «a  thoae  eBlOBmg  liieguildi^r 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  but  that  no  entrant  trades'  burgess  shall  pay  any  thing  whatever  to  the 
gufldry  lii]ids--4t  being  provided,  that  the  ibiida  of  the  gaildiy  and  tfeasmycf  Aberdeen  be  1^ 
entirely  separate  and  distinct  in  time  coming;  and  the  committee  iecommend>  that  measures  should 
be  taken  fi>r  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  annual  pulbilication  of  the  treasurer  of  Alierdeen's  accounts. 
It  may  also  be  stated,  that  it  would  oidy  be  fair  in  the  cmporaiions  to  yve  up  any-eontreri  whidr 
they  «t  present  possess,  by  mesais  dfOadk  couDBeUkn^  in  llie  imeiagfiii^ut  cf  liiegBBldi^  ftindv 
whidi  triKMild  be  left  entarely  to  the  burgesses  of  gdikL  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  observed,  aa- 
the  guildry  and  the  trades  are  to  pay  equally  to  the  common  good,  or  treasury  funds  of  the  borough, 
if  ever  it  should  happen  that  these  funds,.appropriated  fi>r  the  common  good  of  the  borough,  should 
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rence  in  any  application  to  be  made  to  their  sovereign,  for  restoring  a. a  isis. 
the  elective  franchise,  the  ccnnmon  indentnire,  which  had,  for  upwards 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty  years,  marked  the  political  line  of  distinc- 
tion between  them  and  the  guildry,  should  be  annulled  and  set 
aside ;  that  they  should  thenceforward  be  on  the  same  footing,  with 
respect  to  the  privilege  of  exporting  and  importing  goods  and  com^ 
moditiesy  of  dealing  in  merchandisse,  carrying  on  trade  within  the 
town,  and  as  to  the  payment  of  customs  and  shore^ues ;  that  they 
should  have  six.  representatives  in  the  council,  their  conveneri  e.v 
Qjffbno^  being  one  of  that  number;  and  that  all  the  counsellors, 
whether  members  of  the  guildry  or  of  the  incorporations,  should  be 
eligible  to  hold  any  situation  in  the  council,  except  the  o^ce  of 
dean  of  guild.  These  fresh  demands  of  the  trades,  so  injudicious, 
and  altogether  incopipatible  with  the  nature  of  the  respective  privi- 
leges^ of  the  guildry  and  of  the  incoarporations,  could  not,  with  pro* 

8  I  3  priety. 


^ccimttUte  to  more  than  what  it  ntceBaaif  toft  tbe  ordinaiy  expendittuc^  mi  should  afford  th^ 
means  of  support  to  the  indigentj  (as  has  been  the  case  in  other  boroughs^)  that  the  members  of  the 
seven  incotporations  wiQ  be  equally  entitled  wiA  the  mesoben  of  the  guildry  to  the  befieit  of 
these  funds. 

In  Afifmrtk  plsae-»*The  oommittee  have  only  to  reoammend,  on  this  poin^  Aat  Ijia  repreanta* 
tives  of  Ae  seven  'Oorponiti<«s  in  ooimeil  should  bo  tnAenf  burgesses  only*  and  not  buigessBs  of 
guild,  and  that  they  should  be  elected  and  sent  up  by  the  seven  trades  themselves.  With  regard 
to  the  ''  particular  mode  of  dection  by  the  seven  corporations,  the  committee  have  not  come  to  any 
decided  resolution.'' 

The  above  report  was  approved  of  by  the  general  meetpg  of  the  seren  corporations,  held  on  the 

l6th  April  current;  and  the  unanimous  thpqks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to  the  committee,  for 

their  assiduous  and  persevering  exertions  in  endeavouring  to  procmre  a  liberal  ooastHutien  to  Ae 

bocoutfh* 
o 

*  In  few  royal  boroughs  of  the  kingdom  are  the  respective  rights  and  privileges  of  the  guildry 
and  of  the  incorporated  trades  so  distinctly  defined  as  in  that  of  Aberdeen.  Though  these  now  form 
an  integral  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  borough,  and  participate  in  the  political  influence  of  the 
town  council,  their  aaoesters  derived  their  rights  and  privileges  from  the  burgesses  of  guild,  by 
whose  c—ioaisions  they  afterwaeds  aoquired»  doriog  an  early  ponod,  certain  immunities,  and  also  the 
peivilsge  of  inland  trads^  which,  by  Ae  then  existing  laws  and  usages,  was  confined  to  the  guildry 
solely.  This  and  tnmrj  tAtit  privilege  whidi  was  confirmed  to  them  by  the  decree  arbitral  on  the 
Qoaamon  hideBtune,  fiamerly  noticed,  they  inherit  ftom  their  ancestors,  but  beyond  that  they  can 
have  no  just  pretenaiaL  For  this  axtepded  privil^^,  and  towards  Ihe  expense  of  supporting  tbe 
dignity  of  die  borough,  they,  ty  that  aolcinn  oompaGt*  redplDOCiIly  qmule  by  them  and  the  guildry. 


4S8  AKKALB  OF  ABERDSEK. 

A.x>.  1818.  prietj,  be  acceded  to,  on  the  part  of  the  burgesses.  They  evidently 
had  a  tendency  to  remove  that  line  of  distinction  betwe^  them, 
which  had  been  so  long  observed ;  to  destroy  the  balance,  so  care- 
fully poised,  between  the  merchants  and  trades ;  and  even  to  under* 
mine  the  ancient  set  and  constitution  of  the  borough.  The  burgesses 
of  guild,  therefore,  resisted  every  attempt  to  introduce^  in  their  peti- 
tion, the  conditions  upon  which  the  artificers  desired  a  restoration  of 
the  civil  government  of  the  borough.  The  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  the  members  of  the  corporations  declined  to  have  any  further 
political  intercourse  with  the  burgesses ;  and  few,  if  any  of  them, 
signed  the  petition.  Being  thus  frustrated  in  their  attempts  to .  ac- 
quire additional  privileges  and  immunities,  to  which  they  could  have 
no  just  pretensions,  and  to  extend  their  influence  in  the  political  af- 
fairs of  the  borough,  they  adopted  separate  measures ;  and  prepared 
and  transmitted  a  petition  from  themselves  to  the  Prince  Regent. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  members  of  the  town  council,  who  had  been 
duly  elected  at  Michaehnas^  1816,  and  had  served  for  the  subsequent 
year,  were  advised  to  present  to  their  sovereign  a  memorial  or  sub- 
mission, stating  the  error  or  informality  which  had  been  committed 
in  the  election  of  their  successors^  whereby  that  election  had  been 
annulled  by  the  supreme  courts  and  the  borough  left  without  a  re- 
gular magistracy ;  therefore  praying  that  his  Royal  Highness,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  privy  council, 
would  interpose  such  remedy  as  to  his  wisdom  might  seem  fit. 

This  memorial  was  afterwards  supported  by  a  petition  from  a 
small  number  of  burgesses,  and  others^  praying  that  the  Prince  Re- 
gent would,  according  to  the  plan  which  had  been  adopted  by  hi& 
royal  predecessors  on  some  previous  occasions,  grant  an  order  to  the 

town 


agreed  to  pay  certain  compositions  to  the  dean  of  guild  and  the  treasurer,  upon  their  admissioD  ta 
the  respective  corporations.  Hence  those  restrictions,  and  the  payment  o^those  oompositions,  which- 
the  incorporated  trades  now  consider  as  real  gnevanees  and  objects  of  serious  complaint,  without  ro» 
fleeting  upon  their  nature,  or  the  circumstances  under  which  they  originated.  When  laws  are 
made  and  customs  are  established,  these  must  be  the  rede  and  the  guide,^^nde  Charters  from  Kmg 
William,  frxm  Alexander  II.  ^  III.  voL  i.  p.  8,  9-  H>  12,  IS^^AcU  of  ParliametU,  vo2.  iL  p.  49^ 
86.  ns.  for  the  years  1457.  146&  1487.«*aiuf  Ommon  Indenture,  ttoL  iL  p.  448.^ 
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town  council  who  had  retired  from  office  at  Midiaehnas,  I8I79  to  re-^  a.d.  18I8. 
assemble  and  elect  their  successors,  conformable  to  the  usual  practice. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  this  interesting  case,  of  so  much  importance 
to  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  and  even  to  those  of  other  royal  bo* 
roughs  in  Scotland,  in  a  similar  situation,  came  to  be  heard,  by  emi« 
nent  counsel,  before  the  lords  of  his  Majesty's  privy  council.  Th6 
petitions  which  had  been  presented,  were  taken  up  in  the  following 
order. — The  two  first  were  the  memorial  and  submission  from  the 
members  of  the  old  council,  and  the  petition  from  the  few  burgesseSi 
and  others,  formerly  noticed ;  the  third  petition  was  from  the  bur- 
gesses at  large,  and  the  inhabitants,  '*  praying  that  his  Boyal  Highness, 
in  order  to  restore  a  regular  magistracy  to  the  borough,  would  grant 
his  warrant  for  a  poll  election  by  the  whole  burgesses ;  and,  as  a  re- 
medy for  the  grievances  of  which  they  had  so  much  cause  to  com« 
plain,  in  the  present  mode  of  election,  and  of  management  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  borough,  that  he  would  also  concede  to  them  the 
privilege,  thenceforward,  of  electing,  annually,  in  the  same  manner,  a 
majority  of  the  town  council."  The  fourth  petition  was  from  the  in- 
corporated trades,  framed  nearly  in  the  terms  of  their  resolutions,  al- 
ready noticed. 

After  counsel  had  been  fully  heard  in  support  of  these  several  pe- 
titions, they  were  ordered  to  be  transmitted,  along  with  the  various 
papers  and  documents  to  which  they  had  reference,  to  the  lord  advo- 
cate of  Scotland,  and  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor  general  of  England; 
with  instructions  to  prepare  a  report,  and  opinion  thereon,  for  the 
information  of  the  privy  council.  These  reports  having  accordingly 
been  prepared  and  presented,  the  case  came  under  the  final  determi- 
nation of  the  privy  council  upon  Monday  the  Sd  of  August,  when  his 
Boyal  Highness,  having  taken  these  reports  into  consideration,  was 
pleased,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  and  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  to  approve  thereof,  and  to  ^^  or- 
der, that^  for  restoring  the  peace  and  good  government  of  the  borough 
of  Aberdeen,  the  same  persons  who  might  have  elected  the  magis- 
trates, counsellors,  iand  other  office  bearers  of  the  said  borough,  on 
Wednesday  the  S4th  of  September  last,  or  such  of  their  number  as 

mey 
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A.D.  1818.  may  be  alive^  or  capable  of  acting,  do,  on  Wednesday  the  23d  of 
September,  in  this  present  year,  assemble  in  the  common  council 
house  of  the  said  city  of  Aberdeen,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon;  and  do 
then  and  there  proceed  to  make  or  complete  the  election  of  magis- 
trates, counsellors,  and  other  office  bearers,  to  serve  in  the  said  bo- 
rough of  Aberdeen  from  the  said  2Sd  day  of  September,  in  this  pre- 
sent year,  until  the  ordinary  time  of  the  annual  change  of  the  magis- 
trates,  counsellors,  and  other  office  bearers  of  the  said  borough,  in  the 
year  1819;  and  that  then  and  from  thenceforth  the  procedure  in  the 
election  of  magistrates,  counsellors,  and  other  officers,  be  made  and 
continued,  according  to  the  constitution,  set,  and  custom  of  the  said 
borough." 

Such  has  been  the  result  of  this  arduous  struggle  for  political 
power  between  the  burgesses  of  guild  and  the  administrators  of  the 
borough;  a  struggle  which  has  excited  much  discontent,  ferment, 
and  political  animosity,  in  the  community ;  and  has  terminated  con* 
trary  to  the  expectations  of  those  citizens  who  favoured  a  popular 
Section. 

How  far  his  Majesty's  legal  advisers  have  acted,  in  Uiis  case,  ac« 
cording  to  wisdom,  or  with  a  due  consideration  to  the  ancient  con- 
stitution of  the  borough,  we  shall  not  presume  to  question :  nor  is  it, 
indeed,  our  province  to  inquire  into  the  motives  which  have  influ- 
enced them  to  advise  the  sovereign  to  exercise  the  royal  prerogative, 
in  the  manner  that  has  been  done,  for  restoring  the  civil  government 
of  the  borough,  or  to  anticipate  consequences.  It  is  our  duty  to  re- 
late the  real  occurrences  only,  in  this  political  contest,  and  to  explain 
their  causes  and  effects ;  but  beyond  these  we  must  not,  as  annalists, 
make  any  excursion. 

Though  the  burgesses  had  ^iled  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  a  war- 
rant for  a  poll  election,  they  were  far  from  being  dismayed  by  the 
preference  which  had  been  given,  by  his  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince 
Begent,  to  the  former  magistrates  and  counsellors  to  dect  their  suc- 
cessors. On  the  14th  of  September,  a  numerous  body  of  the  burges- 
ses  assembled,  and  adopted  certain  resolutions,  whidi  were  chiefly 

confined 
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confined  to  expressing  their  sentiments,  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
present  state  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  borough,  but  upon  the  na- 
ture of  the  warrant  issued  by  the  privy  council,  which,  they  were  ad« 
Tised,  was  illegal,  and  without  precedent.*    At  the  same  time,  if  any 

election 


•mm 


*  Since  the  union  of  the  two  kingdom^  in  the  jmt  1707^  no  instance  has  occurred  ofa  inagis« 
tncj  httring  been  restored,  oUierwise  tbask  hj  a  poll  election  of  the  burgesses,  except  in  thoee  oases 
where  the  magistrates  were  prevented  from  meetmg  to  elect  their  successors  in  ofiBce  by  the  insur«< 
rections  in  1715  and  1745^  In  confirmatiooof  this>  we  shall  annex  a  List  of  Royal  Warrants  which 
have  been  granted  to  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland,  since  that  epoch,  extocted  from  the  legiaftera  of 
the  privy  oooncily  as  stated  in  the  Scottmatt  newspaper,  of  the  5th  of  September,  1S18:— 


Places. 

1.  Bumtislandj 
Poll  ElectUm. 


d.  Kt 


PoUEkctum. 


3.  nondae, 
PoUEkdum. 


4.  Perth, 
out  Muf^atratiM 


5«  Aberdeen, 
XM  Ma^itrates 
toekeU 


Daia. 
March  SI,  1709* 


August  Sl,  1715^ 


)d»ckl<l,I715.1& 


MardilO,17i5*l6» 


Marph  10, 1715-19. 


Reoicnfcr  Granting* 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
&C.  for  n^lation  of 
Magistracy,  fbr  some 
years,  abandoned. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
and  Inhabitants,  stat- 
ing want  of  r^ulation 
of  the  lifagistracy. 


Rqport  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  and  Solicitor 
General,  irf*  Boroughs, 
of  dections  prevented 
by  rebellion. 

Same  report  as  in  the 
caae  of  J[>udee,  Na  3. 


Ssme  as  in  the  case 
of  FcrA,  No.  4« 


Farm  qfGrani. 

Popular  election  by  the  Biir<« 
gesses,  and -whole  Communis, 
ofa  Provost,  &c.  according  to 
the  ancient  constitution* 

Pbpukr  election  by  the  Bur^ 
gesses  and  Inhabitants,  bearing 
a  share  of  the  common  burdens, 
by  poU  of  81  persons  to  be 
Counsellors,  with  power  to  dect 
their  GfiBce-bearers* 

Popular  election  by  the  Bur* 
gesses  and  Inhabitants,  4ec.  ver« 
batim  as  in  the  case  of  Kirlu 
caldy.  No.  2. 

The  Magistrates  who  served 
for  the  pvsceding  year  a«tho« 
rised  to  proceed  in  the  dectien 
of  Magistrates  and  Council,  to 
serve  till  the  ordinary  time  of 
the  annual  election,  in  such 
manner  as  they  ought  to  have 
done,  if  not  disturbed  by  re* 
bellion. 

The  Magistrates  of  last  year 
authorised  to  elect,  as  in  the 
case  of  Perth,  No.  4. 


Places. 
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AD.  1818.  election  under  it  should  be  attempted,  the  meeting  pledged  itself  to 
oppose  it,  and  all  proceedings  connected  with  it,  by  every  legal  and 
constitutional  mean. 

These 


Places, 

6.  Montrose, 
PoUEUeium. 


7.  Brechin, 
PoUEUdum. 

8.  Aberforothick, 
Poll  Election. 

9*  Fortroee, 
Poll  Elecium. 

10.  Invernessy 
PoUEledum. 

11.  Elgm, 
Poll  Elecium. 

12.  BurntiBlaiid, 
PoU  Election. 


DaUs. 
April  6,  1716. 


Do. 


Do. 


Jane  1,  1716. 


June  85,  1716. 


Da. 


June  25, 1719. 


IS.  Montrose,  August  27,  1723. 

PM  Election. 


Reason  Jor  Granting. 

Moticm  at  the  Board 
as  in  the  case  of  Dun- 
dee.  No.  3. 

Do.  Do. 

Do.  Do. 

Do.  Da 

Do.  Da 

Da  Do. 

Petition  of  Bmgesses 
and  Inhabitants,  stat- 
ing, by  reason  of  the 
rebellion,  no  Magis- 
trates  dected. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
stating,  that  the  Court 
oi  session  naci  Feuuceci 
the  elections  of  two 
contending  sets  of  Bla- 


14.  Haddington,      Sept  19^  1728. 
Pott  EUction. 


15.  Cupar,  June  1, 1725. 

PoU  Election. 


Petition  of  Burgesses, 
stating,  that  the  Court 
of  Session  had  reduced 
the  election  of  two 
contending  sets  of  Ma- 
gistrates. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
and  Inhabitants,  stat- 
ing that  the  Court  of 
S^on  had  reduced 
the  elections  of  1722 
and  1723. 


Form  qf  Grant. 

Popular  election  by  the  BuT'- 
gesses,  &C.  verbatim  as  in  the 
case  of  Kirkcaldy,  No.  2. 

Do.  Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Da 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Popular  election  to  Burgesses 
and  Inhabitants,  and  whole 
Community,  of  a  Provost,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  consti* 
tuti<«. 

Poll  dection  by  all  the  Bur- 
gesses, (qualified  as  by  law  re- 
quired) of  Town-Council,  Pro- 
vost, and  Baillies,  according  to 
the  ancient  constitution. 

Poll  election  by  all  the  Bur- 
gesses (qualified  as  by  law  re- 
quired) of  Counsellors  and  Ma- 
gistrates, according  to  the  an- 
cient constitution. 

Election  to  be  made  of  Coun- 
sellors and  Magistrates,  accord- 
ing to  the  set  or  constitutioii,  by 
the  poU  of  all  the  Buigesses 
who  bear  scot  and  lot,  taking 
the  oatiis  prescribed  by  law. 

Places. 
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These  resolutions  of  the  burgesses,  however,  do  not  seem  to  have 
intimidated  those  who  were  authorised  by  the  warrant  of  the  Prince 

3  K  Kegent, 


Places. 

16.  Dysart, 
Pott  £kction. 


Date*. 
July  6,  1725. 


17*  Jedburgh,  July  31,  1733. 

Poll  Ekclum. 


18.  Perth,  May  28, 1746. 

Old.  MdgUiraies 
to  elecL 


Reason  for  Graniing. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
&c.  stating,  that  the  C. 
of  S.  had  reduced  the 
election  of  two  sets  of 
Magistrates. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
&c.  stating,  that  the 
C.  of  S.  and  House  of 
Lords  had  reduced  the 
election  of  two  sets  of 
Magistrates. 

Petition  of  late  Ma- 
gistrates, &c.  stating 
that  they  had  been 
driven  from  the  town 
by  the  rebels  at  last 
election,  and  petition 
of  the  Burgesses,  &c 


19.  Montrose, 
Old  Magistrates 
*    to  elect. 

SO.  Edinburgh, 
PoUElectbnL 


June  16, 1746. 


June  16,  1746. 


Similar  petitions  as 
in  the  case  of  Perth, 
No.  18. 

Petition  of  Commit- 
tee of  General  Meeting 
of  Burgesses  who  had 
been  Magistrates  and 
Counsellors,  stating, 
that  last  M^rhfi^^"'^"' 
election  oould  not  be 
held,  the  city  having 
been  in  possession  of 
the  rebels. 


Fonn  of  Grant* 

Election  to  be  made  of  Magis- 
trates and  Counsellors,  by  a  poll 
of  the  Burgesses. 


Poll  election  by  all  the  Bur- 
gesses and  Inhabitants  of  the 
borough. 


The  Magistrates  and  Council 
who  served  for  last  year  autho- 
rised, on  9th  June,  1746,  to 
proceed  to  election  of  Ma^s- 
trates  and  Council,  to  serve  till 
the  time  of  the  annual  election, 
in  such  manner  as  they  ought 
to  have  done,  if  not  disturbed 
by  the  rebels,  &c. 

Similar  order  as  in  the  case  of 
Perth,  No.  18. 

The  14  inooq[Kirations  of  crafts 
to  meet  on  14th  Nov.  next,  to 
choose  their  deacons  for  tiie  en- 
suing year,  6  to  be  elected  part 
of  the  ordinary  council  of  25, 
the  other  8  to  be  extraordinary 
deacons  and  council  for  the  year 
ensuing;  the  said  6  deacons  out 
of  the  14,  the  Magistrates  and 
others  of  the  ordinary  council  of 
85,  to  be  by  the  Burgesses,  See. 
residing  within^  the  town  and 
suburbs,  (excluding  honorary 
Burgesses,  &c.)the  Magistrates, 
&c.  elected  by  the  majority  to 
continue  till  Hie  usual  time  of 

election. 

Places. 
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Begent,  to  make  and  complete  the  election.  On  Wednesday  the 
SSd  of  September,  being  the  day  fixed  for  the  purpose,  the  magis- 
trates  and  counsellors  who  had  retired  from  office  at  Michaelmas, 

1817, 


Ttaeeg. 

21*  Abcrdcsiiy 
Some  persons  who 
mighthmfeelecU 
ed  to  make  ike 
eUctimu 


Boies. 
May  28,  1746. 


S2.  Brechin,  June  16,  1746. 

Old  Magistraies 
toekct. 


25.  LinlithgoMr,        May  4,  1759. 
PiM  Ekdum. 


Season  Jor  Granting. 

Petition  of  the  Go« 
vemon  of  the  City  ap- 
pointed by  his  R.  H. 
the  D.  of  Cumberland, 
atating  that  last  elec- 
tion had  been  disturb- 
ed by  the  rebels. 

Petition  of  the  late 
Biagistrates,  &c.  stat- 
ing that  last  Election 
had  been  disturbed  by 
the  rebels. 

Two  Petitions  from 
the  Borough,,  stating, 
that  douUe  elections 
of  Magistrates,  &c  had 
been  reduced  by  the 
C.  of  S.  and  House  of 
Lords* 


24. 


PollEketion. 


Aug.  26,  .1760. 

The  return  nuide 
opposed  by  counciL 


25.  Inverkeithlng 
Poll  Election. 


26.  Pittenweem, 
PcU  Election. 


May  ift,  1166. 

The  return  oppos- 
ed by  one  petition, 
and  supported  by 
another. 

June  26,  1767- 

The  return  op- 
posed by  petition. 


Petitions  from  two 
sets  of  Burgesses,  stat- 
ing, that  the  Magis- 
tracy had  been  dis- 
solved by  the  C.  of  S. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
stating  that  the  C.  of  S. 
had,  in  176I,  reduced 
a  double  dection. 

Petitions  of  two  sets 
of  Burgesses,  stating, 
that  the  Michaelmas 
election,  1765,  had 
been  reduced  by  the 
C.  of  S» 


Form  qf  Grant. 

The  same  persons  who  might 
have  elected  the  Magistrates, 
Counsellors,  &c.  at  Michaelmas 
last,  to  make  or  complete  the 
election  of  Magistrates,  &c.  to 
serve  in  the  said  <nty  till  the  or- 
dinary time  of  election* 

The  Magistrates  and  Council 
who  served  for  last  year  autho- 
rised to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  Msgistrates,  and  ta  finish 
what  had  been  left  undone  at 
last  dection. 

The  8  corporations  to  assem- 
ble and  elect  their  8  deacons,  to 
make  part  of  the  ordinary 
council  of  27*  The  Ma^^trates, 
office  bearers,  and  12  merchant 
counsellors,  to  be  elected  by  the 
Burgesses  and  Tradesmen,  ex* 
duding  honorary  Burgesses,  &&  • 

The  Burgesses  and  Heritore 
(ezduding  honorary  Burgesses) 
to  assemble  and  elect  fit  persons 
to  be  Magistrates  and  Counsel- 
lors. 

The  Burgesses  (ezchidinghoi- 
norary  Burgesses,  &c.)  to  as- 
semble, and  elect  fit  persons  to 

be  Magistrates  &  Counsdlors. 

* 

The  Burgesses  resident  on  the 
10th  Sept  1765,  bearing  a  part 
dP  the  public  burdens,  (exdud* 
ing  honorary  burgesses.  Sec.)  to 
elect  Magistrates  aad  CiMUud* 
lors.  Sec. 

Places.. 
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18179  assembled  in  the  town  hall^  and  proceeded  to  the  nomination 
of  the  new  council,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  warrant. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  magistrates,  counsellors, 
and  office  bearers  of  the  borough,  for  the  year,  from  that  date  to  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1819: — 

Alexaiydee  Beebkee,  Esq.  of  Laiekey, 

Lord  ProvoiL 


Alexander  Galen,  Esq* 
Charles  Walker,  Esq. 
James  Milne,  Esq. 
John  Young,  Esq. 

8  K  3 


Baillies. 


Alexander 


Places. 

87.  Anstruther 
Wester, 

PoUEkctum. 

88.  Jedburgh, 
PoU  EUctwn. 


89.  Stirling, 
PoUEkdum. 


30.  Montrose, 
PM  EUction. 


Doits, 

June  26,  1767- 

Petition  opposed 
by  CouncQ. 

May  4,  1774. 


May  88,  1781. 


Sept.  1,  1817. 


Reason  for  Granting, 

Petitions  in  similar 
terms  with  those  of 
Pittenweem,  No.  86. 

Petition  of  the  Bur- 
gesses, stating,  that 
the  Michaelmas  Elec- 
tion, 17679  had  been 
reduced  by  the  C.  of  S. 

Petiticm  of  Bulges* 
ses,  stating,  that  the 
Michaelmas  Election, 
1773,  had  been  re- 
duced by  the  C.  of  S. 
and  the  judgment  af« 
firmed  by  the  House 
of  Lords. 

Petition  of  Guild 
Brethren,  Burgesses, 
Trades,  &c.  stating, 
that  the  Michaelmas 
Election  had  been  re- 
duced by  the  Court  of 
Session. 


Form  of  Grant, 

Order  similar  to  the  above,  in 
the  case  of  Pittenweem,  No.  86. 


The  Burgesses  and  Inhabi- 
tants, qualified  according  to 
law,  to  assemble  and  elect,  by 
poll.  Magistrates  and  CoonciL 

The  Burgesses  and  Trades 
(excluding  honorary  Burgesses, 
&c.)  to  assemble  and  elect  fit 
perscms,  not  exceeding  81  in 
number,  to  be  Magistrates  and 
Town  CoundL 

An  alteraticm  also  made  of 
the  set  of  the  borough* 

The  Guild  Brethren,  Trades, 
and  Inhabitant  Burgesses,  who 
resided  in  the  borough  at  and 
previous  to  Michaelmas,  I8I6, 
(excluding  honorary  Burgesses, 
&c)  to  assemble  and  elect  fit 
persons,  19  in  number,  to  be 
Magistrates  and  Counsellors. 

An  alteration  also  made  in 
the  set  of  the  borough. 
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Alexander  Brown,  Esq.  Dean  of  Guild. 

Alexander  Duthie,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
Mr.  Alexander  Mackie,  Master  of  Shore  Works. 
Mr.  John  CoUison,  Master  of  Kirk  and  Bridge  Works. 
Mr.  Charles  Fyfe,  Master  of  Mortifications. 
Min  Andrew  Duncan,  Master  of  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital. 

Merchant  Counsellors. 

Alexander  Eraser,  Esq. 
Alexander  Hadden,  Esq. 
William  Johnston,  Esq. 
James  Hadden,  jun.  Esq. 
James  Smith,  Esq. 
William  Duguid,  jun.  Esq. 

Trades  Counsellors. 

George  Gibb, 
David  Marshall. 


APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 
MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETINGS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  ABERDEEN. 

Btferred  to  in  page  350. 

In  a  General  Meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen  possessing  houses^  &c.  rated  at  L.5  sterling 
of  yearly  rent,  and  upwards,  held  in  the  public  Court  House  of  Aberdeen,  the  26th  day  of  February, 
1799i  at  12  o'clock  noon,  in  consequence  of  an  advertisement  from  the  Commissioners  of  Police 
for  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  acting  under  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  the  year  179^^  en- 
titled, **  An  act  for  the  better  paving,  lighting,  cleansing,  and  otherwise  improving  the  streets,  lanes, 
and  other  public  passages  of  the  dty  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  roads  and  avenues  within  the  royalty 
thereof;  for  the  better  supplying  the  inhabitants  with  firesh  water,  and  for  the  removing  and  prevent- 
ing all  obstructions  and  annoyances  within  the  said  city  and  royalty," — Present,  Theophilus  Ogilvie, 
Esq. ;  James  Bishop,  merchant ;  George  Petrie,  merchant ;  John  Jameson,  merchant ;  John  Ross, 
baker ;  John  Gill,  merchant ;  John  Clark,  flaz«dresser ;  Robert  Balmanno,  auctioneer ;  Adam  Singer, 
merchant;  Baillie  Littlejdbn;  John  Johnston,  merchant;  John  Dingwall,  Esq.;  Adam  Wilson, 
merchant ;  Baillie  Garden ;  Garden  and  Innes ;  George  Angus,  watchmaker ;  William  Raitt,  mer- 
cdiant ;  Alexander  Booth,  merchant ;  William  Dingwall  Fordyce,  advocate ;  Robert  Gibb,  merchant ; 
George  Roger,  goldsmith;  John  PauU,  merchant;  John  Robertson,  glazier;  Thomas  Black,  mer- 
chant ;  Charles  Walker,  merchant ;  Dr.  Henderson ;  Alexander  Brown,  bookseller ;  James  Staats 
Forbes,  merchant;  James  Coutts,  shoemaker;  William  Dalmahoy,  shoemaker;  Andrew HaU,  flesher; 
James  Anderson,  perfumer;  Andrew  Hay,  merchant;  William  Gray,  hairdresser;  Donald  McDonald, 
tailor;  Thomas  Burnett,  advocate;  Baillie  Duguid;  Andrew  Jopp,  advocate;  Alexander  Scott, 
upholsterer;  John  Low,  advocate;  John  Gartly,  watchmaker ;  Alexander  Marr,  vintner;  William 
Gordon,  vintner;  John  Lumsden,  turner;  Alexander  Walker,  skinner;  John  Allan,  goldsmith; 
William  Cowie,  saddler ;  Stephen  Masson,  merchant ;  Robert  Smith,  merchant ;  Alexander  Shirrefs, 
advocate ;  Alexander  Smith,  jun.  merchant ;  George  Still,  merchant ;  William  Leslie,  merchant ; 
George  Sim,  merchant ;  David  Webster,  weaver ;  Charles  Lunan,  watchmaker ;  Alexander  Forbes, 
stabler ;  William  Wright,  stabler ;  Patrick  Henderson,  clerk ;  Mr.  Martin  of  Nellfield ;  John  Watson, 
advocate ;  Eraser  and  Mole,  merchants ;  John  Alexander,  shoemaker ;  Robert  Troup,  merchant ; 
Adam  Watt,  baker ;  Provost  Leys;  Robert  Gibbon,  merchant ;  William  Johnston ;  James  Webster, 
merchant;  Marianus  Massie,  hosier;  Alexander  Robertson,  merchant;  James  Thomson,  cashier; 
John  Ewen,  merchant ;  George  Courage,  ale-seller;  James  Melvin,  merchant ;  Mr.  Carnegie,  town- 
derk;  Walter  Syme,  Esq.;  Alexander  Brebner,  Esq.;  James  Nielson,  merchant;  Patrick  Scott, 

mason ; 


438  ANNALS  OF  ABERDEEN.  ^Appendix. 

mason;  William  Forbes,  ffierchant;  Robert  Brucej  shipmaster;  Samuel  Gordon,  mason;  Arthur 
Gibbon,  shipmaster ;  David  Walker,  shipmaster ;  George  Tower,  merchant ;  George  Hogarth,  mer* 
chant;  William  Copland,  advocate;  Mr.  Thomas  Banneiman,  merchant;  James  Hadden,  merchant; 
William  Still,  jun.  cooper ;  Robert  Grant ;  James  Matthews,  shoemaker ;  George  Daniel,  merchant ; 
John  Mitchell,  merchant ;  Joseph  Alexander,  glover ;  William  Stirling,  advocate ;  Thomas  Duncan, 
advocate ;  Lewis  Nicol,  hairdresser ;  George  Symmers,  merchant ;  George  Thomson,  merchant ;  John 
Low,  tailor ;  John  Bruce  and  Son,  merchants ;  Alexander  Ross,  youngest,  merchant ;  James  Bartlet;, 
merchant;  James  Thomson,  jun.  merchant;  George  Smith,  glazier;  John  Barron,  watchmaker; 
William  Simpson,  merchant ;  Dr.  Dauney ;  James  Leslie,  auctioneer ;  Baillie  Adam ;  Henry  Brodie,  ^ 

shoemaker ;  George  Taylor,  shoemaker ;  William  Matthews,  shoemaker ;  Alexander  Ty tier,  shoe- 
maker ;  John  Eraser,  shoemaker;  Robert  Spring,  baker ;  William  Mackie,  wright ;  Peter  Farquhar« 
son,  advocate ;  Baillie  Ritchie ;  Mr.  Gordon  of  Premnay ;  Dr.  Skene ;  James  Ferguson,  manufac*  ' 

turer ;  George  Duncan,  wright ;  Baillie  Shepherd ;  Provost  More ;  Baillie  Murray ;  John  Donald, 
hosier;  BaiUie  Farquharsbn;  Moses  Tough,  painter;  James  Milne,  merchant;  Arthur  Farquhar,  i 

shoemaker ;  Charles  Farquharson,  auctioneer ;  William  Dawson,  taylor ;  James  Mellis,  merchant ;  , 

Convener  James  Clark,  tailor ;  Samuel  Chalmers^  merchant ;  Joseph  Simpson,  merchant ;  Geoi^e 
Craig,  shoemaker;  Chalmers  and  Stuart,  merchants;  George  Wright,  merchant;  William  Ander«  | 

8<»i,  gardener;  John  Gordon  of  Craig ;  James  Milne,  Porthill  fisulory;  Ebenezer  Murray,  merchant;  ' 

Provost  Abercrombie ;  James  Smith,  flax-dresser ;  Patrick  Simpson,  hosier ;  Alexander  Dingwall, 
jun.  merchant ;  William  Lumsden,  merchant ;  William  Roger,  glazier ;  Mr.  Brand,  bank ;  Hugh  « 

Imlay,  shoemaker;  John  Wallace,  baker;  David  M'Allan,  shoemaker;  John  Garvock,  staymaker; 
Charles  Bannerman,  advocate;  William  StiU,   cooper;  William  Jamieson,  advocate;  Alexander  ' 

Meams,  hosier;  Charles  M'Hardie,  merchant ;  William  Johnston,  merchant;  John  Falconer,  cooper; 
Aliexander  Barron,  baker;  John  Smith,  youngest,  merchant;  David Morice,  advoc^;  Baillie  Bur- 
nett ;  John  Strachan,  upholsterer ;  Hary  Lumsden,  advocate ;  Gavin  Hadden,  merchailt ;  Robert 
Walker,  manufacturer;  John  Henderson  of  Caskieben;  John  Wilson,  hosier;  Thomas  M'Combie, 
merchant;  Joseph  Berry,  weaver;  Andrew  Simpson,  merchant;  William  Gibbon,  jun.  merchant; 
Thomas  Napier,  land-surveyor. 

Thomas  Leys,  Esq.  of  Gksgowforest,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  was  elected  prases  of  this  meetmg; 
and  Alexander  Shirrefs  and  John  Low,  advocates  in  Aberdeen,  to  be  derks  thereto. 

The  commissioners  of  police,  being  called  upon  to  explain  to  the  meeting  their  intentions  In  call- 
ing the  same,  referred  to  their  printed  address  to  the  public,  and  estimates  thereto  subjoined,  amd  to 
the  advertisement  published  by  them  in  the  Aberdeen  Journal  of  the  11th,  18th,  and  fiSth  current,  of 
which  advertisement  the  tenor  follows,  viz. :«-''  PoUce-'qffice,  Aberdeen,  Bth  February ,  1799*  The 
commissioners  of  police  for  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  elected  and  authorised,  in  terms  of  an  act  of  par* 
liament  passed  in  the  year  1795»  referring  to  their  address  to  the  inhabitants,  of  date  10th  November, 
1798>  to  which  estimates  were  annexed,  do  hereby  appoint  a  general  meeting  of  the  qualified  electors^ 
paying  rents  of  L.5  sterling  aUd  upwards,  in  the  public  court-house  of  this  city,  on  Tuesday  the  26th 
instant,  at  12  o'clock  noon,  to  determine  by  ballot  on  the  two  following  questions :— L  If,  or  not,  an 
assessment  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  in  the  pound  rent  shall  be  imposed  on  kll  subjects  liable  in 
assessment  by  the  present  act,  for  the  space  of  seven  years,  from  and  after  the  period  of  the  said  meet« 
ing,  and  that  in  reference  to  an  estimate  for  finishing  the  improvements,  for  obtaining  a  farther  sup« 
ply  of  spring  water  in  the  upper  and  lower  water-courses,  building  a  reservoir,  and  distributing  the 
water  in  public  wells  to  the  utmost  extent  of  which  it  is  capable,  for  the  service  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  different  streets  and  lanes  within  the  royalty,  as  well  as  to  supply  the  same  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  fire-pipes  and  cocks,  with  such  other  improvements,  to  which  the  sum  levied  shall  be 
found  equal. 

''  n.  If 
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"  11.  If«  or  not^  application  shall  be  made  to  parliament  for  a  renewal  of  the  present  act,  but  with 
the  difference  only  of  raising  the  assessment  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence  in  the  pound  rent,  and  ren« 
dering  the  same  perpetual,  and  that  with  a  view  of  extending  the  improvements  specified  in  the  act 
to  all  the  districts  within  the  royalty, 

»  The  conmiissionarsy  in  thus  addres^g  themselves  to  the  public/are  actuate^  solely  by  a  sense 
of  public  duty,  and  what  they  conceive  to  be  a  very  general  desire  in  the  inhabitants.  Without  the 
most  distant  view  of  giving  an  undue  bias  to  public  opinion,  they  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  that, 
if  the  determination  shall  be  made  in  favour  of  the  first  proposition,  the  expence  of  an  applicaticm  to 
parliament  will  be  saved.  The  improvements,  indeed,  must  be  carried  on  in  a  manner  comparatively 
slow  in  this  case,  and  directed  chiefly,  in  the  first  instance  to  the  very  necessary  and  important  ar« 
tide  of  water ;  but,  considering  what  has  been  already*  done  with  the  sum  of  L.dOOO  borrowed, 
Ij.700  of  which  was  paid  for  the  expence  of  obtaining  the  act,  the  commissioners  are  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that,  observing  the  same  ^stem  of  economy,  much  may  be  done  even  by  means  of  the  aid  of 
what  the  first  proposition  will  producie. 

<*  If  the  second  proposal  shall,  however,  be  adopted,  not  only  the  improvements  in  water,  but  all 
the  others  may  be  accomplished  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  the  more  immediate  advantagea 
will  be  generally  felt  Whether,  then,  it  shall  be  deemed  best  to  try  the  experiment  of  the  additional 
assessment  for  a  limited  period,  without  incurring  the  expense  of  a  new  act,  which,  if  this  experiment 
should  even  fiul,  may  still  be  afterwards  resorted  to,  or  apply  at  once  to  parliament  for  a  perpetual 
act,  is  the  single  question,  on  this  occasion,  in  whidi  the  public  interest  is  concerned,  and  on  which 
they  are  called  to  form  their  detennination. 

"  It  is  surely  unnecessary  to  add,  that  if  any  elector  should  disapprove  of  both  propositions,  he  may 
certainly  so  express  hhnself  in  the  ballot,  as  the  commissioners  can  have  no  object  in  view,  but  to  be 
guided  solely  by  the  opinion  of  the  community. 

**  To  the  considerate  and  candid  decision  of  the  electors,  therefore,  the  business  is  thus,  in  the  ut- 
most confidence,  submitted." 

After  which,  sundry  objections  having  been  stated  by  a  member  (^  the  meeting  against  the  ne« 
cessity  or  expediency  ci  the  additional  assessment  proposed,  and  these  objections  having  been  second- 
ed, and  the  oomniissioners  of  police  heard  in  answer,  the  meeting  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  not  expedient  at  present  to  authorise  any  new  assessment  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  ad- 
vertisements ;  but  that,  as  the  making  further  alterations  and  enlargements  of  the  present  streets, 
roads,  and  avenues,  and  the  opening  of  others,  may  be  necessary  and  useful,  it  should  be  remitted  to 
a  committee  of  this  meeting,  to  consider  what  roads;,  streets,  &c.  it  may  be  necesasry  to  alter  or  en** 
large,  and  what  new  ones  it  may  be  proper  to  open,  what  further  si^iply  of  water,  and  all  odier  ne- 
cessary improvements  are  wanted;  to  procure  plans  thereof  and  estimates  of  the  expense,  and  to  re« 
port  their  opinion  upon  the  whole,  with  sudi  plans  and  estimates  as  they  may  obtain,  to  a  meeting  to 
be  held  in  this  place,  on  or  before  Monday  the  1st  day  of  July  next  And  that  such  committee  should 
be  requested  to  examine  the  present  state  of  the  funds  under  the  management  of  the  commissioners  of 
police,  and  to  report  their  opinion  as  to  these,  and  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  providing  a  further  efli- 
dent  fund  for  carrying  such  plans  as  may  be  approved  of  into  execution ;  and  that  the  oommis- 
sioners  of  police  be  requested  to  give  the  committee  such  information  on  these  points  as  may  be 
wanted. 


For  the  purposes  afisresaid,  the  meeting  did,  and  do  hereby  name  the  following  gentlemen  to  be  a 
<ximnuttee ;  thirteen  to  be  a  quorum,  and  Provost  Leys  to  be  convener  of  the  meeting,  yizj^^ 

Thomas 
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Bdmont^strect  indusire,  md  which  might  be  fumiahed  with  at  least  A  panial  sapply  from  the  old  or 
upper  course^  leaTing^  at  the  same  time^  what  is  supposed  would  be  suffident  for  those  ports  which 
have  their  supply  from  that  course.  And,  as  the  expense  <^laying  apipe,  Stc  for  this tempontfj  re- 
lief, would  not,  from  the  estimates  which  have  been  given  in,  eioeed  the  sum  of  L.150  sterling,  and 
may  be  executed  in  the  space  of  a  few  weeks,  tlie  committee  have  taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to 
the  commissioners  of  police  the  propriety  of  giving  directions  for  executing  this  work  with  all  con- 
yenient  speed,  as  being  a  measure  contributing  essentially  to  the  convenience  c^  so  large  and  respeo* 
table  a  part  of  the  community  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  more  abundant  supply,  lor  furnishing  such 
persons  as  may  be  desirous  of  having  water  delivered  from  the  main  by  private  pipes  into  their 
houses,  the  committee  have  caused  a  subscription-paper  to  be  sent  round  among  the  inhabitants^  in 
order  to  ascertain  their  sentiments,  as  to  availing  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  that  accommodation,  at 
an  annual  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  shillings  each,  over  and  above  the  expense  of  introducing  the 
water  into  their  houses  from  the  main,  after  it  is  laid  in  the  street,  and  under  such  other  regulations 
and  conditions  as  may  be  fixed  upon  by  a  majority  of  the  subscribers,  or  a  committee  to  be  elected 
by  them :  and  that  a  considerable  number  of  subscriptions  to  this  purpose  have  already  been  obtain- 
ed;  and  so  far  as  they  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  scheme  meets  with  very  general  approbation 
among  the  inhabitants. 

It  appears  to  the  committee  to  embrace  two  desirable  objects ;  first,  to  afford  the  inhabitants  an 
accommodation  at  a  charge  perfectly  voluntary,  and,  when  compared  with  the  advantages,  but  in« 
considerable ;  and,  next,  to  put  the  attainment  of  that  accommodation  in  the  power  of  every  inhabit 
tant  without  distinction,  on  fiiir  and  liberal  principles;  with  this  frrther  advantage,  that  it  neither  di- 
miniahes  the  funds  applicable  to  the  present  suj^lies  of  water,  nor  inQreases  the  consumption ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  evidently  tends  to  reduce  it,  and  thereby  rather  add  to  the  accommc»dation  of  the 
poorer  class  of  inhabitants. 

The  committee  have  had  little  opportunity,  as  yet,  of  investigating  the  expenditure  of  the  funds, 
under  the  management  of  the  commissioners,  for  the  better  paving,  Arc  this  city ;  but  such  infonna* 
tiim  aa  they  have  <4>tained  satisfies  them  that  it  has  been  done  with  strict  economy  and  attentuuk 
But  as  this  ccnatimittee  have  not  yet  learned  the  views  of  the  commissioners,  as  to  extending,  improv- 
ing,  or  altering  in  any  manner  the  existing  law,  the  committee  have  not  applied  their  attention  to  the 
consideration  of  that  part  of  the  remit 

The  committee  are  sensible  that  the  foregoii^  report  is  not  so  complete  as  they  could  have  widied 
or  expected  to  have  rendered  it  in  a  short  time;  but  they  thought  it  incumbent  on  them^  against  the 
time  appointed,  to  acquaint  their  constituents  with  the  progress  they  had  made,  in  the  hope  that 
what  is  already  done  will  in  part  meet  the  wishes  of  the  meeting,  andfomish  some  materials  for  pro* 
secttting  the  business. 

If  the  meeting  are  pleased  to  adopt  the  plans  that  are  suggested,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  re« 
commend  the  appointment  of  another,  for  continuing  what  has  been  begun,  and  so  far  carried  on  by 
the  former,  for  considering  the  most  proper  means  of  procuring  the  tempwary  advance  of  the  sums 
necessary  for  the  undertakings ;  to  give  the  necessary  notices  in  terms  of  the  orders  of  the  House 
of  Commons ;  and  to  prepare  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  the  requisite  act  of  parliament,  framed  so  as  to 
specify  its  purposes,  and  to  leave  little  more  than  the  execution  to  the  commissioners  to  be  named 
under  it ;  which  draught,  with  a  report,  the  committee  should  be  instructed  to  lay  before  a  meeting, 
to  be  held  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  September  next,  that,  in  case  the  same  is  approved  o^ 
ibere  may  be  time  to  apply  to  pariiament  next  session,  for  havipg  it  passed  into  a  law. 

And  the  said  report  having  been  ddiberateiy  conridered  by  the  meeting,  they  unanimously  ap« 

prove  thereof,  and  resolve  that  the  same  shall  be  printed  fbr  the  information  of  die  inhabitants ;  and, 

in 
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in  ovder  Aat  no  time  may  be  lost,  in  advancing  the  great  and  essential  improvements  recommended 
by  the  report^  the  meeting  do  hereby  of  new  name  and  continue  the  same  committee  of  gentlemen  re« 
porters^  for  carrying  into  execution  what  is  suggested  in  the  report^  and  whom  the  meeting  hereby 
invest  with  full  powers  for  that  purpose. 

And  they  request  the  committee  will  bestow  their  immediate  and  further  attention  to  the  different 
objecta  now  in  view^  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  furnish,  not  only  the  specific  particulars  of  the  different 
branches  and  plans^  but  also  estimates,  as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  general  expense  of  carrying  the 
same  into  effect,  with  a  draught  of  the  bill  for  the  requisite  act  of  parliament,  for  the  information  of 
this  meeting,  and  all  others  concerned,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  September  next. 

And  the  meeting  recommended  to  such  individuals  as  may  have  any  information  to  communicate 
to  the  committee,  that  they  will  do  so  under  their  proper  signatures  or  names  only,  so  that  the  com* 
mittee  may  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  them  on  the  subject  of  such  information,  if  they 
find  it  neoessaiy ,  and  this  meeting  ate  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  no  regard  or  attention  whatever 
ought  to  be  paid  to  any  anonymous  writing,  or  to  communications  under  fictitious  signatures. 

The  meeting  unanimously  return  their  best  thanks  to  Provost  Leys,  and  the  other  gentlemen  of 
the  conunittee,  for  their  great  attenticm  and  perseverance  in  this  business,  and  also  to  Provost  Leys, 
for  calling  the  same^  and  for  his  proper  conduct  in  the  chair  this  day. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Lets,  Preset. 


%a»^%<»  *  <  %»  %<w»%%*%^»%^^%» 


At  an  a^oumed  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  possessing  houses,  &c.  rated  for 
police-tax  at  five  pounds  sterling  of  yeaily  rent  and  upwards,  held  in  the  public  court*house, 
upon  Tuesday  the  lytfa  day  of  September,  1799,  in  consequence  of  advertisements  published 
in  the  Aberdeen  Journal,  of  which  Thomas  Leys,  Esq.  provost  of  Aberdeen,  was  unanimously 
elected  preses  >— 

Provost  Leys  reported,  *^  That,  agreeably  to  the  appointment  of  the  general  meeting,  die  oam- 
mittee  had  lost  no  time  in  bestowing  their  attention  on  the  different  objects  recommended  to  them. 

^'  That  Mr.  Charles  Abercrombie,  surveyor,  having  been  in  town  lately,  they  had  obtained  firom 
him  estimates  of  the  general  expense  of  forming  and  opening  the  two  proposed  new  streets  fh>m  the 
south  and  north,  to  communicate  with  Castle-street :  That  the  expense  of  executing  the  south  street, 
or  entry,  including  the  building  of  four  bridges,  with  the  necessary  embankments,  amoonts  in  whole 
to  L.6493  6s.  8d.,  and  the  expense  of  tiie  north  entry,  L.625  Ss.  4d.,  conform  to  Mr.  Abercrombie's 
estimates  now  on  the  table. 

**  That  the  committee  had  also  calculated,  as  nearly  as  they  could,  the  probable  expense  of  the 
purchase  of  the  necessary  prqper^  for  the  execution  of  the  south  entry,  from  Castle-street  to  the 
east  side  of  the  Denbum,  which,  they  were  of  opinion,  would  amount  to  L.SO,000. 

<'  That  they  had  not  made  any  minute  calculation  of  the  expense  of  purchasing  the  necessary  pro« 
perty  for  the  execution  of  the  north  entry;  but,  from  the  view  they  liave  formed  of  it,  it  will  become 
paratively  smalL 

<c  That  as  a  fund  for  answering  a  part  of  the  expense  of  executing  the  south  entry,  the  commit- 
tee find,  upon  considering  the  plan  which  has  been  made  out,  that  90  stances  £x  houses  of  30  6et  in 
firont  by  50  feet  deep  each,  will  be  obtained  betwixt  Shiprow  and  the  Denbum,  which,  at  a  moderate 
calculation  of  L.300  each  at  a  medium,  will  amount  to  L.27>000«  leaving  only  a  balance  of  L.3000  to 

3  L  S  be 
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be  provided  for,  besides  interest  of  money  and  incidental  expences,  which  die  committee  are  of 
opinion  may  be  raised  from  the  sale  of  stances  of  ground^  on  the  new  street*  to  the  westward  of  the 
Denbum  and  Dove-cot  brae,  not  included  in  the  above  estimate,  and  whidi  they  are  of  opinion  will 
be  fully  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

**  That,  for  answering  the  expense  of  executing  the  north  entry,  the  committee  find,  on  examin« 
ing,  that  about  60  stances  for  houses,  from  the  north  side  of  Castle-street  to  the  new  slaugliter-mar- 
ket»  will  be  obtained,  allowing  SO  feet  in  front  by  50  feet  deep  for  each  stance,  which,  estimating  at 
a  moderate  rate,  will  be  Mly  adequate  to  the  purpose. 

"  That,  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  where  no  tax  whatever  is  proposed  to  be  raised,  a  temporary  ad- 
vance of  a  large  sum  of  money  must  be  obtained,  and  the  committee,  being  satisfied  that  it  will  be 
ultimately  rdmbursed,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  most  proper  mode  of  raising  such  a  sum  is,  for  the 
town-coundl  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the  community ;  and  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  that 
body  to  do  so  accordingly,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament  to  be  obtained  for  that  purpose 

"  That  in  Jthis  view  the  committee  have  formed  a  draught  of  a  bill  to  parliament,  for  etiflbh'"g  the 
trustees  to  purchase  the  necessary  property  for  the  streets,  and  building  areas,  upon  fidr  and  equitable 
terms,  such  as  have  been  already  agreed  to  by  a  great  many  proprietors ;  which  bill  is  now  given  in, 
and  submitted  to  the  meeting :  And  the  committee  have  also  caused  give  the  necessary  notices, 
agreeably  to  the  standing  orders  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  so  that  matters  are  ripe  for  an  act  being 
applied  for,  on  the  sitting  of  parliament,  if  the  scheme  meets  with  approbation. 

''  With  respect  to  water,  the  committee  are  still  of  opinion,  that  the  present  supply  is  not  suffi* 
ciently  ample  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  Hazlehead  springs,  which  are  so 
abundant,  and  of  so  excellent  a  quality,  ought  to  be  brought  into  town,  so  as  to  furnish  a  sufficient 
quantity  for  the  use  of  such  persons  as  may  wish  to  have  water  delivered  from  the  main  by  private 
pipes  into  their  houses.  That,  by  the  estimates  which  have  been  obtained,  it  appears  that  the  expense 
of  collecting,  bringing  to  town,  and  distributing  these  springs  into  mains  through  the  streets,  may 
amount  to  about  L.4500 ;  and  as  the  magistrates  and  council  are  by  the  present  police  act  now  in- 
vested with  powers  for  bringing  in  the  above  springs  for  tliis  purpose,  the  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  should  be  earnestly  recommended  by  this  meeting  to  the  town  council  to  carry  the  measure  into 
execution  as  speedily  as  possible,  being  fully  persuaded  that  the  revenue  which  will  be  raised  on  this 
account,  at  a  moderate  rate,  from  persons  who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  accommodation  of 
a  private  pipe,  will  be  fully  adequate  to  answer.the  expence." 

Wliich  report,  and  draught  of  the  proposed  bill,  having  been  read  to,  and  deliberately  considered 
by  the  meeting,  they  unanimously  approve  thereof,  and  of  the  different  objects  recommended.  And 
they  request,  that  the  lord  provost  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  laying  the  report  and  draught  of 
the  proposed  bill  before  the  town  council,  with  the  unanimous  and  earnest  request  of  this  meeting,  that 
they  will  take  the  proper  measures  for  carrying  the  uune  forthwith  into  effect,  both  as  to  openmg  the 
proposed  new  streets,  and  bringing  into  town  the  water  of  the  Hazlehead  springs,  for  supplying  private 
pipes  to  such  inhabitants  as  may  desire  to  have  the  benefit  thereof;  and,  thereafter,  that  they  wiU 
order  the  minutes  of  this  meeting,  along  with  the  report  and  draught  of  the  proposed  bill,  to  be  printed 
and  distributed,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned. 

Thereafter,  resolved  unanimously.  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  lord 
provost  for  his  conduct  in.  the  chair,  in  testimony  of  the  sense  the  community  entertain  of  his  un- 
wearied exertions  in  promoting  the  foregoing  measures,  which  will  tend  so  much  to  improve  and  beau- 
tify this  city,  and  be  attended  with  the  greatest  utility  and  aooHnmodation  to  its  inhabitants,  and  the 
public  at  large. 

Resolved 
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Resolved  siao,  muaumously.  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee,  for  the  great  attention  and  trouble  they  have  bestowed  on  the  matters  remitted  to  dieir  con- 
sidenition* 

(Signed)  Thomas  Leys,  Freses. 

lAppendix  to  the  DupUcsfor  Robert  Garden,  and  others,,  in  the  case  qfXohn  Elphtnston,  No.  III.J 


EXTRACTS  OF  ACTS  OF  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL  OF  ABERDEEN, 

RESPECTING  THE 

NEfF  STREETS,  OR  ENTRIES  TO  THE  TOWN. 

29M  July,  1796wF— Sederunt— George  More>  Esq.  Provost;  Baillies  Copland  wad  Ritchie;  Mr. 
Lumsden,  Treasurer ;  Ptovost  Abercrombie,  BaiUie  Duguid^  James  Thomson^  Arthur  Milner^ 
William  Johnston,  and  Convener  Clark. 

The  said  day  the  provost  laid  before  the  council  an  extract  of  a  minute  and  resolution  of  a  genfri 
ral  meeting  of  the  trustees  under  the  turnpike  act,  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  together  with  a  mi« 
nute  of  a  committee  named  by  the  said  general  meeting,  and  which  are  of  the  following  tenor,  viz. : 
«'  Aberdeen,  S(Hh  April,  1796*-*At  the  stated  general  meeting  of  the  trustees  under  the  turnpike 
act,  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen.— The  meeting  considering  that,  by  the  act  of  parliament  for 
making  and  repairing  certain  roads  in  this  county,  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  are  bound  to 
make  and  keep  in  good  and  sufficient  repair  the  road  between  the  town  and  bridge  of  Dee,  on  which 
condition  no  toll  can  be  exacted  on  said  road ;  and  considering  further,  that  the  present  track  of  said 
road,  by  Newbridge  and  the  Bowbridge,  is  acknowledged,  on  all  hands,  to  be  highly  improper,  and 
the  entry  to  the  town  thereby,  through  steep,  narrow,  and  angular  streets,  extremely  inconvenient ; 
and  being  satisfied  that  the  justices  of  peace,  commissioners  of  supply  of  the  county,  and  trustees  un«* 
der  the  said  act,  are  entitled  to  ascertain  and  nuirk  out  the  track  or  direction  of  said  road;  and  being 
desirous  to  have  the  same  conducted  in  the  best  and  most  beneficial  direction  for  the  town  and 
county  of  Aberdeen,  that  it  may  be  made  without  delay,  do,  therefore,  hereby  nominate  and  appoint 
the  Earl  of  Aboyne,  Alexander  Molr  of  Scotstown,  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum,  George  Skene  of 
Skene,  John  Menzies  of  Pitfodels,  Captain  Henderson  of  Newton,  Mr.  Charles  Bannerman,  advo- 
cate,  Archibald  Grant,  younger,  of  Monymusk,  and  John  Dumo  of  Catie,  as  a  committee,  of  which 
Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum  shall  be  convener ;  with  full  power  to  them,  or  any  three  of  their  number, 
to  meet  at  such  time  or  times  as  they  shall  judge  proper  ;  and  to  employ  Mr.  Abercrombie  to  make 
a  plan,  and  mark  upon  the  ground  such  a  track  as  he  judges  most  proper  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  town  and  county  of  Aberdeen,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  above  committee,  who  are  hereby 
authorised  to  carry  the  same  into  execution.  And,  for  that  purpose,  to  point  out  the  same  to  the 
magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  and  require  them,  within  such  a  reasonable  period  as  shall  be  judged  proper 
by  the  said  committee,  or  their  said  quorum,  to  purchase  the  ground  necessary,  and  make  the  fore- 
said road,  in  the  same  good  and  sufficient  manner  as  a  turnpike  road  south  of  the  river  Dee.  And 
in  case  it  shall  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  value  of  any  houses  or  ground  in  the  track  of  the  foresaid 
road  by  jury,  the  said  committee  and  their  quorum  are  hereby  invested  with  the  whole  authority  of 
the  commissioners  under  the  foresaid  act  of  parliament,  with  full  power  to  them  and  their  said  quo- 
rum^ 
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rura,  in  conjuncUon  with  the  magistrates^  or  otherwise^  to  take  whatever  measures  are  proper  or  ne« 
cessary  for  valuing  such  ground  or  houses^  and  aecompiishing  all  the  purposes  of  this  appoiotmcnit. 
The  meeting  appointed  the  clerk  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  minutes^  by  to-morrow's  post,  to 
Mr.  Abercrombie^  requesting  that  he  will  lose  no  time  in  coming  north,  in  order  to  make  the  above 
plan.  Extracted  from  the  Sederunt  Book  of  the  Trustees.'^Signed,  Tho.  Bvrnbtt."  (Then  follows 
the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  dated  11  th  July,  1796,  and  also  a  copy  of  Mr.  Aber- 
crombie's  letter  to  the  derk.)  And  the  council  having  deliberately  considered  the  foregoing  mi« 
nutes,  together  with  Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan  and  report,  and  having  also  seen  and  considered  the 
turnpike  act  for  this  county,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  trustees  under  the  said  act  are  not 
thereby  authorised  to  ascertain  and  mark  out  and  require  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  to  make  any 
particular  track  or  direction  of  road  between  the  town  of  Aberdeen  and  the  bridge  of  Dee,  which 
they,  the  trustees,  may  judge  proper,  or  to  purchase  the  ground  necessary  for  this  purpose :  be« 
cause,  by  the  clause  in  the  act,  exempting  diis  piece  of  road  from  payment  of  toll,  the  council  are 
bound  only  to  keep  the  same  in  good  and  sufficient  repair ;  but  are  under  no  obligation,  in  order  to 
obtain  this  exemption,  to  make  out  any  new  line,  without  their  own  consent.  And  with  regard  to 
the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Abercrombie,  by  the  Dovecot  brae,  the  council  are  also  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that,  although  it  may  possess  advantages  very  desirable  to  be  obtained,  yet  the  very  great 
expense  necessarily  attending  the  canying  it  into  effect,  particularly  the  purdiase  of  private  property 
after  it  enters  the  town  till  its  junction  with  Castle-street,  fiu*  exceeding  what  the  funds  of  the  com* 
muxuty  can  afford,  renders  the  scheme,  at  pres^it,  altogether  impracticable.  The  council  being, 
neverthdess^  extremely  desirous  to  obtain,  on  reasonable  tenois,  a  commodious  approach  to  the  town 
from  the  south,  recommended  to  the  magistrates  to  meet  and  confer  on  this  important  subject  with 
the  gentlemen  of  the  ooun^,  or  their  committee,  and  endeavour  to  settle  the  jwesent  question  in  a 
way  beneficial  both  to  the  town  and  county  of  Aberdeen,  and  to  report  the  result  of  which  confe- 
rence to  the  council,  for  their  consideration* 

(Signed)  Gborob  Mobb,  Ftovost 

J[CouncU  Register,  voL  IxviL  p.  119*3 


»»»<»»^%<»X»^^I»^^»%^|%^%»^^ 


25/A  March,  ITSd-*— Sederunt^Provost  Leys,  and  fimr  Baillies,  Dean  of  GuQd,  and  Treasurer, 
Provost  Young,  Phyvost  More,  John  Dizigwal],  Thomas  Black,  Alexander  Fiaser,  Deacon 
Fraser,  and  Deacon  Falconer. 

The  said  day,  the  provost  reported  that  the  committee  appointed  by  the  general  meeting  of  the 

inhabitants  qualified  for  electing  commissioners  of  police,  at  their  meeting,  held  upon  the  26th  day 

of  last  months  for  the  general  improvement  and  extension  of  the  police  of  the  town,  had  held  seve< 

ral  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  most  effectual  and  expeditious  method  of  carrying  in« 

to  execution  the  proposed  new  street,  or  avenue  to  the  town,  from  the  top  of  the  Dovecot  brae, 

through  Saint  Katharine's  hill  to  the  Castle-street,  according  to  Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan,  in  which 

the  committee  had  made  some  progress,  and  firamed  a  subscriptiim  paper,  intended  to  be  signed  by 

'the  heritors  throu^  whose  property  the  proposed  new  street  will  pass,  fer  their  aj^nobation  of  the 

measure,  and  agreeing  to  dispose  oi  thek  respective  properties  at  a  fiur  and  reasonable  price,  and 

that  they  found  that  several  of  the  housea  and  grounds  along  the  course  df  the  said  new  street  be« 

longed  to  the  treasurer,  and  other  of  the  town's  office  bearers,  part  of  which  had  been  originally  pur-i 

chased  for  the  purpose  of  forwardii^  the  said  plan,  particularly  the  houses  and  garden  in  thie  Ship- 
row, 
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row,  belonging  to  the  late  Mr.  Fruer  of  Fraserfield:  And  the  council  being  deairone  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  for  promoting  a  measure  of  so  great  public  benefit  and  utility,  they  authorise 
and  empower  the  treasurer,  and  the  master  of  kirk  and  bridge  works  and  mortifications,  and  any 
other  of  the  town's  office  bearers,  who  may  be  proprietors  of  houses  and  grounds  along  the  said  in« 
tended  new  road,  to  subscribe  the  said  consent  and  agreement,  along  with  the  other  heritors,  ac« 
cording  to  the  copy  thereof,  now  laid  before  and  approved  of  by  the  council. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Lbys,  Rrovost 


%W»%»»»i»>»»'»»»li<*l%<»»<»»*>»» 


21st  August,  1799.— Sederunt— Thomas  Leys,  Esq.  Provost;  the  four  BailMes,  Dean  of  Guild, 
George  Tliomson,  John  Dingwall,  Alexander  Brebner,  James  Masson,  Thomas  Black,  James 
Mackie,  and  Deacon  Eraser. 


The  said  day  the  provost  laid  before  the  council  a  printed  copy  of  the  minutes  of  a  general  ipeeU 
10^  of  the  inhabitants,  Ud  upon  the  first  of  July  last,  upcm  the  report  of  a  cntmnittee  appointed  by 
a  former  meeting,  relative  to  the  opening  and  making  out  two  new  streets,  or  avenues,  finom  the 
south  and  north  ooontry,  into  the  Castle^street  of  Aberdeen,  according  to  the  plans,  and  delineatiaift 
theeeof^  made  out  by  Mr.  Charles  Abercronibie,  surveyor,  whereby  the  said  committee  reported  their 
vnanimous  opinion,  that  the  proposed  new  avenues  or  streets,  bodi  from  the  south  and  north,  shaidd 
be  carried  into  elocution,  according  to  the  said  plans,  as  being  not  only  most  commodious  for  the 
public  in  general,  but  also  as  being  more  adapted  to  extend,  open  up,  and  beautify  the  town  itad^ 
than  any  other  lines  of  road  whidi  have  yet  been  fKoposed,  vrfiile  there  was  every  reaaon  to  expect 
that  llhiy  might  be  executed  without  ultimately  burdening  die  inhabitants  with  the  expense;  as  the 
committee  were  indhiecd  to  brieve,  £ram  the  infimnation  they  had  obtained,  that  these  desirable  Jm«. 
provements  would  finally  reimburse  the  eigpense  of  thehr  execution.    Which  report  having  been  oqo« 
aidered  by  die  aaid  general  meeting,  they  had  unanimously  approved  thereof;  and,  in  order  that  no 
time  mjgfat  be  lest  in  adranciDg  the  great  and  essential  improyements  recommended  by  the  report, 
did  of  new  name  and  contimie  the  same  committee  of  gentlemen  reporters,  with  full  powers  to  con« 
aider  the  most  proper  means  of  ptocuring  the  temporary  advance  of  the  monqr  necessary  for  carrying 
en  the  undertakings,  recommend  to  give  the  necessary  notices  in  die  newspapers,  in  term»  of  the  or* 
dersef  the  House  of  Commons,  and  to  prepare  a  draught  of  a  bill  Cor  die  requisite  act  of  parliament, 
firamed  so  as  to  specify  its  putposes;,  and  to  leave  litde  more  than  the  execution,  to  the  commissioners 
to  be  named  under  it    Which  ruinutea  and  procedure  of  die  said  general  meeting,  and  rqMirt  of  the 
committee  therein  referred  to,  having  been  heard,  and  deliberately  considered  by  the  counci],  they 
unanimously  ratify  and  ^prove  of  die  same,  in  so  far  as  diey  are  concerned,  pardcnlarLy  the  open* 
ing  and  midung  out  of  the  said  two  new  proposed  streets,  or  avenues,  as  being  a  measure  which  they 
are  satisfied  will  gready  tend  to  extend,  enlarge,  and  beautify  the  town,  and  what  has  also  been 
much  desired  and  wanted  by  the  inhabitants  fior  several  years  past :  And  in  order  that  no  time  may 
be  lost  in  applying  for  and  obtaining  the  peoposed  act  of  parliament  during  the  ensuing  session,  the 
council  authorise  the  magistrates,  in  their  name,  to  cause  notices  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers 
nf  the  intention  to  apply  for  such  an  act,  in  terms  of  the  standing  orders  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Leys,  Provost. 

{Couwnl  Register,  vol.  IxviL  p.  216*3 
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IStk  September,  1799«'^^eclemnt— The  Provost^  Baillies  Farquharson,  Daguid^  and  Murray, 
Dean  of  Guild  and  Treasurer^  John  Dingwall,  Provost  Young,  James  Mason,  Thomas  Black, 
and  Deacon  Fraser. 

The  said  day,  the  provost  laid  before  the  council  the  minutes  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  in« 
habitants,  rated  for  police  tax  at  L.5  of  rent  and  upwards,  held  in  the  public  court-house  yesterday, 
the  17th  curt,  proceeding  upon  the  report  of  their  committee,  by  which  it  appears  that,  from  e8ti<« 
mates  they  had  procured  from  Mr.  Abercrombie,  surveyor,  and  other  calculations  they  had  made, 
that  the  expense  of  opening  and  making  out  the  proposed  new  street,  or  avenue^  from  the  town  to 
the  south,  and  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  property  for  its  execution,  from  the  Castle-street  to 
the  east  side  of  the  Denburn,  might  amount,  in  whole,  to  about  L.SO,000  sterling;  and  that  the 
execution  of  the  proposed  new  north  street,  or  entry,  would  be  but  comparatively  small,  including 
both  opening  and  forming  it,  as  well  as  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  property :  That,  as  a  fund  for 
answering  as  part  of  the  above  expense  of  the  south  entry,  it  appeared  that  ninety  stances  for  houses^ 
of  thirty  feet  in  front  by  fifty  feet  deep  eacb,  would  be  obtained,  betwixt  the  Shiprow  and  the  Den* 
bum,  which,  estimated  at  L.300  each,  upon  a  medium,  would  extend  to  L.27>000,  leaving  only  a 
balance  of  L.3000  to  be  provided  for,  besides  interest  of  money,  and  incidental  expense ;  which  bai- 
lance  may  be  raised,  firom  the  sale  of  stances  of  ground,  to  the  westward  of  the  Denburn  and  Dove^' 
cot  brae,  not  included  in  the  above  estimate,  and  which,  the  committee  were  of  opinion,  would  be  fidly 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.    That,  for  answering  the  expense  of  the  north  entry,  it  appeared,  that 
about  sixty  stances  for  houses,  thirty  feet  in  front  by  fifty  feet  deep  each,  might  be  obtained,  from 
the  north  side  of  the  Castle-street  towards  the  town's  new  slaughter  market,  which,  estimated  at  a 
moderate  rate,  would  be  fully  adequate  for  defraying  the  expense.     Thai,  in  an  extensive  work  of 
this  kind,  the  committee  were  of  opinion,  that  the  most  proper  method  of  raising  the  sum  necessary 
for  its  execution,  would  be,  for  the  town  council  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the  community ;  and  that 
it  should  be  recommended  to  that  body  to  do  so  accordingly,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  par* 
liament,  to  be  obtained  for  that  purpose,  a  draught  whereof  had  been  made  up  and  prepared  by  the 
committee,  for  the  consideration  of  the  general  meeting.— (The  minutes  then  eiaier  upon  the  matter 
of  the  Haxlehead  spring.)— Which  report,  above  narrated,  having  been  read  to,  and  deliberately 
considered  by  the  said  general  meeting,  they  unanimously  approved  thereoi^  and  of  the  different  ob- 
jects thereby  recommended,  and  requested  that  the  lord  provost  would  take  an  early  opportuni^  of 
laying  the  same,  with  the  draught  o£  the  proposed  bill  to  parliament,  before  the  town  councfl,  ac« 
companied  by  the  unanimous  and.  earnest  request  of  the  general  meeting,  that  the  council  would 
take  the  proper  measures  for  carrying  the  same  forthwith  into  effect ;  and  that  the  council  would  or* 
der  the  minutes  of  said  general  meeting,  along  with  the  conmdttee's  report,  and  draught  of  the  pro* 
posed  bill,  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned.    All  which  having 
been  heard,  and  deliberately  considered  by  the  council,  they  unanimously  approved  of  the  important 
work,  as  recommended  to  them  by  the  above  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  and  are  of  qpinfon 
that  the  town  council  should  afford  every  aid  in  their  power  for  promoting  the  same.    But,  in  re« 
spect  that  the  annual  change  of  the  magistrates  and  council  will  take  place  in  a  few  days,  they  re- 
commend to  their  successors  as  early  as  possible  to  take  up  and  seriously  consider  the  above  objects, 
so  earnestly  recommended  to  them,  and  to  take  such  steps  therein  as  the  importance  of  the  said  works 
may  appear  to  require ;  and  the  council  appoint  the  derk  to  lay  this  act,  and  the  whole  papers 
therein  referred  to,  before  the  first  meeting  of  the  next  council,  so  as  the  same  may  be  kept  in  view 
and  attended  to  by  them  as  early  as  possible. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Levi,  Provost 

^Council  Regiskr,  voL  Ixvii.  p.  219»2 

S3M 


Appendix/]  ai^kals  of  aberdeek.  449 

26/i&  September,  1799**--Sederunt-— John  Dingwall^  provost,  Baillies  Murray  and  Lumsden,  Dean 
of  Guild  and  Treasurer^  Provost  Leys,  Mr.  Jaines  Hadden,  Mr.  Thomas  M'Combie,  Mr.  John 
Gillf  Mr.  Alexander  Galen,  Mr.  George  Mole,  and  Deacon  Ross. 

The  said  day,  Mr.  Carnegie,  the  clerk,  laid  before  the  council  the  act  of  their  predecessors,  of  date 
the  18th  of  September  current,  containing  the  substance  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  a  general 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  rated  for  police-tax,  at  L.5  of  yearly  rent  and  upwards,  relative  to  the 
opening  and  making  out  of  two  new  streets  or  avenues  to  the  town  from  the  south  and  north,  by  the 
bridges  of  Dee  and  Don,  according  to  separate  plans  thereof  made  out  and  subscribed  by  Charles 
Abercrombie  and  Colin  Innes,  surveyors ;  and  also  respecting  the  bringing  into  town  the  springs  of 
water  at  Hazlehead,  for  affording  a  more  abundant  supply  to  the  inhabitants  by  private  pipes  into 
their  houses,  as  made  and  reported  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  same  class  of  inhabitants,  held  upon  the 
17th  of  September  current,  along  with  estimates  of  the  expense,  as  nearly  as  could  be  obtained,  of 
executing  both  the  said  important  public  works ;  and  the  draught  of  a  bill  proposed  to  be  brought 
into  parliament  in  this  present  session,  for  the  more  ready  and  effectual  execution  of  these  works  ; 
together  with  an  act  of  the  said  general  meeting,  requesting  that  the  council  would  take  the  proper 
measures  for  canying  the  whole  forthwith  into  effect,  both  as  to  the  proposed  new  streets,  and  the 
bringing  into  town  the  water  of  the  Hazlehead  springs ;  and  thereafter,  that  they  would  order  the 
minutes  of  the  said  general  meeting,  along  with  the  report,  and  proposed  draught  of  a  bill,  to  be 
printed  and  distributed,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned.  In  consequence  of  all  which,  the  last 
council,  by  their  act  above-mentioned,  unanimously  approved  of  the  execution  of  both  the  said  im- 
portant works,  and  were  of  opinion,  that  the  town  council  should  afford  every  aid  in  their  power  for 
promoting  the  same.  All  which  having  been  read  over  to,  and  deliberately  considered  by  the  present 
council,  they  unanimously  concur  in  opinion  with  their  predecessors,  with  respect  to  both  the  above 
important  works,  and  resolve  and  agree  to  afford  every  assistance  in  their  power  for  promoting  and 
forwarding  their  execution  ;  and  particularly,  by  interposing  the  credit  of  the  community  in  raising  a 
sum  of  money  to  a  certain  extent,  for  helping  to  defiray  such  expenses  as  it  shall  be  found  necessary 
to  be  disbursed  in  the  b^^inning  of  works  of  such  magnitude  and  extent ;  and  in  order  that  as  little 
time  as  possible  may  be  lost  in  beginning  to  their  execution,  the  council  name  and  appoint  Ptx>vost 
Dingwall,  Ptovost  Leys,  BaiUie  Shepherd,  Mr.  More,  dean  of  guild,  Mr.  Thomson,  treasurer,  and  Mr. 
James  Hadden,  or  any  three  of  them  as  a  committee,  to  whom  they  hereby  remit  full  power  to  take 
such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  the  moeft  speedy  and  effectual  for  promoting  and  for 
forwarding  the  execution  of  both  the  above  important  objects ;  and  particularly,  to  cause  the  proposed 
bill  to  parliament,  along  with  the  minutes  of  the  said  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be  printed 
and  distributed  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  are  interested  and  concerned  therein  for  their  infomuu 
tion ;  with  power  also  to  the  said  committee  to  call  for  the  advice  and  assistance  of  any  of  the  other 
members  of  councO,  or  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  whom  they  may  deem  most  proper— Provost  Ding- 
wall to  be  convener  of  the  above  committee. 

(Signed)  John  DiNOWAtL,  Provost, 

^Council  Register,  wJ.  Ixvii.  p.  225.J 


<^^«%%^»»»<^%^»%%%»%»^<%%%^ 


11^  December,  1799-— Sedenmt^The  Provost  and  four  Baillies,  Dean  of  Guild,  and  Treasurer, 
Thomas  M'Combie,  ¥^Iliam  Johnston^  John  GUI,  John  Young,  Alexander  Galen,  Convener 
Craig,  Deacon  Ro«s. 
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The  uid  daj>  the  provost  rcpoitp^  that  the  ci«aautt«e«  cppoinltdfiic  condacting  the  ptogmB  of 
the  bill  anthorifled  by  the  cocoicil  to  be  braii^  into  pirlkncDt  thie  mmou,  for  enpowenng^  certain 
trustees  to  apea  and  raake  out  two  new  streets^  from  the  aoath  and  noEtb^  Id  oenmmicate  with  the 
Castle-street^  according  to  their  act,  of  date  the  28th  of  September  kst,  had  caused  print  and  dis- 
perse a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  said  bill;  and  particularly,  that  they  had  caused  deliver 
flill  copies  thereof,  and  of  the  minutes  and  resolutions  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
act  of  the  town  council  respecting  the  same,  to  be  delivered  to  aD  the  heritors  of  houses  and  lands 
through  which  ^e  said  intended  streets  are  proposed  to  be  carried,  or  to  their  known  agents,  accord* 
ing  as  they  are  individually  described  in  the  bill  itself;   That  the  committee  had  now  finally  ad- 
justed the  whole  of  the  said  bifi,  which,  along  with  the  several  notices  and  intimations  made  thereof^ 
in  terms  of  the  standing  orders  of  the  House  ef  Commons,  by  the  eouncil,  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill  how  soon  the  parliament  sits  down ;  which  petition  it  was  intended  to  send  up  with  Mr.  AUac-* 
dyce,  the  town's  member,  who  proposed  te  set  out  for  London  in  the  beginning  of  nezt  month,  and 
to  be  presented  by  hiin  to  the  House.    The  provost  farther  represented,  tfuit  it  would  be  necessaiy 
to  procure  a  loan,  against  the  ensuing  term  of  Martinmas,  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  not  only 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  obtaining  the  proposed  act  ot  parliament^  but  also  for  enabling  the 
trustees  to  be  thereby  appointed  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  it,  after  it  was  passed  Into  a  law^ 
All  which  having  been  considered  by  the  comieit,  they  unanimously  ratify  and  approve  of  the  whole 
conduct  and  procedure  of  the  said  committee  in  this  business;  and  they  remit  to  and  empower  the 
magistrates  to  endeavour  to  procure,  against  the  £Oth  of  this  month,  the  loan  of  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  to  be  borrowed  by  the  treasurer  of  Aberdleen,  not  exceeding  in  whole  the  sum  of  L.10,000' 
sterling,  to  be  applied  for  the  particular  purposes  before-mentioned,  and  to  report  the  amount  of  the 
several  sums  they  may  obtaih,  and  the  names  of  the  particular  persons  who  are  to  lend  the  same*, 
in  order  the  treasurer  may  be  empowered  to  grant  them  the  proper  securities  therefor. 

(SigjQfti)  «KoBH  DiiiGfWiNU^  Vravoit;. 

fCdimeil RBgkhr,  volltsviL pw 99£ J]' 


^mt^m^m^it^mmf^mmmmm^i^mmtt^ 


SIH  Anttmy,  ISOCK— Scthu'ttufc  The  Phivost  and  fbinr  Baifliea,  Dtex  of  Crnild,  and  Treasumv 
ThoMMW  Bf^Combie,  John  Gill,  George  Towec^  Mm  Young,  George  Mole,  Al^ander  Galen,. 
Cesvenep  C!raig,  and  Ueacon  ItOssi 

The  said  day,  the  provost  laid  before  the  council  a  letter,  of  date  tba  iStk  cnnsnV  lehidh  ^^^ 
been  received  by  Mr.  Cam^e,  the  derk,  from  Mr.  Jamea  Chalmera^  soUcitaiv  '^-^pdftp,.  owoiBg  i»i 
ceipt  of  the  printed  draught  of  &  bill  proposed  to  be  brought  into  pajrhamenW  foe  ^pyniwg  the  tii» 
intended  new  streets  from  the  south  and  north,  with  the  mmiitog  of  the  genenkmeetii^  of  the  «ph»- 
bitants,  approving  of  that  measure;  and  transmitting,  at  same  time,  to  the  derk  a  MS.  copy  of  the 
bill,  made  ouS  1^  Mr.  Chalmers,  from  the  draught  sent  him,  along  with  a  petition  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  be  signed  by  the-provost,  in  nametof  tha  couocilw  (or leave  to  bring  in  the  bill :  That 
Mr.  Chalmers  advises  that  the  bill,  as  printed,  seemed  to  be  well  penned,  and  the  method  devised  for 
valuing  the  property  very  fair  an^  prcypei^  but  that  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  make  some  small  im« 
material  alterations ;  the  prindpal  of  which  was,  leaving  out  in  the  first  fnarting  dause  what  was 
said  of  the  plans  and  suweys  ^theeogineecfl^  for  twareesona:  fiesta  baoNuerfthe  way  i»wfticiftthey 
aie  introduced  seemed  to  tie  down  the  tntsteea not  to  deviate  an  iota,  fim  these  jj^ana,  w!hadk,.how« 
ever  perfect  they  may  be  thought,  would  be  improper;  and  secondly,  the  pboa  were  in  this  way 
made  part  of  the  act,  while  there  was  no  mode  by  which  they  could  be  authenticated  by  the  l^^isl»» 
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taxti  aad  noway  to  flhew  that  the  pUns  to  whidi  the  trustees  will  hold  ore  identicaUy  the  same  widi 
those  produced  in  pariiament,  and  vefbnred  to  m  the  act  Instead  of  iirl\icfa>  he  had  introduced,  in 
the  preamble  of  hb  copy,  that  surveys  and  plans  had  been  made,  a  matter  of  fact  which  would  be 
proved,  and  was  proper  to  shew  that  the  scheme  had  been  formed  deliberately,  and  on  proper  advice : 
That  all  the  notices  required  by  the  standing  orders  of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  to  the  bill,  had 
been  complied  with,  and  sent  him ;  but  that  some  body  here  behoved  to  go  through  all  the  persons 
interested,  and  deliver  or  leave  for  them  a  notice  that  such  a  bill  is  depending,  and  that  their  pro« 
perty  will  be  affected  thereby ;  and  the  person  so  employed  for  this  purpose  must  go  up  to  London, 
and  be  sworn,  and  attend  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Mr.  Chalmers  farther  advises,  that 
he  had  had  a  meeting  with  Mr.  Dorington,  the  out-door  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons,  upon  this 
subject,  who  aj^roved  of  all  Mr.  Chalmers'  alterations,  and  what  he  had  said  on  the  subject ;  which 
letter  of  Mr.  Chalmers',  with  his  MS.  copy  of  the  prc^posed  bill  to  parliament^  as  altered  by  him,  with 
the  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  having  been  all  deliberately  considered  by  the  council,  they 
unanimously  approve  of  the  same,  and  of  the  alterations  proposed  to  be  made  on  the  bill  by  Mr. 
Chalmers,  and  appoint  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  after  being  signed  by  the  provost,  in 
their  name,  and  havix^  the  city  seal  affixed  to  it,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Allardyoe,  their  member  in 
parliament,  in  order  to  be  presented  by  him  to  the  House  of  Commons,  how  soon  he  goes  up  to  Lon- 
don ;  and  remit  to  and  empower  the  committee,  formerly  named  in  this  business,  to  cause  transmit  to 
Mr.  Chalmers,  the  solicitor  employed  by  them,  the  MS.  copy  of  the  bill,  now  laid  before  the  councO, 
idong  with  the  plans  of  the  two  intended  streets^  and  such  other  documents  and  papers  as  may  be 
fiurther  necessary  in  the  progress  of  the  bill  through  parliament ;  and  also  to  employ  some  proper  per- 
son to  give  intimations  and  notices  to  all  the  heritors,  and  others  interested,  along  both  the  intended 
streets,  as  desired  by  Mr.  Chalmers'  letter;  and  to  send  him  up  to  London,  in  order  to  certify  and 
swear  to  such  notices  being  made,  in  the  committee  of  the  Lords :  And,  in  general,  the  council  em- 
power the  sdd  committee,  or  quorum  of  them  before-named,  to  take  sudi  measures  as  shall  appear  to 
tiiem  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  for  promoting  and  forwarding,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  the 
progress  of  the  said  bin  Arough  parliament,  in  all  its  stages,  aye  and  until  they  obtainit  passed  into 
nlaw. 

(Signed)  John  Dingwall,  Provost 


AN  ACT 

FOtt 

OPSNINO  AND  MAKING  TWO  NEW  STREETS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  ABEftDEEN. 

April  4,  1800. 

Whereas  die  principd  avemies  to  die  centrical  parts  of  die  city  of  Aberdeen^  from  the  south  and 
north,  by  the  bridges  of  Dee  and  Don,  are  narrow,  indirect,  and  incommodious ;  and  the  increase  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  saiddty,  and  demand  for  kousea  and  other  buildings,  render  it  expedient  to 
open  certain  new  streets  and  passives;  and,  by  the  dnection  of  the  magistrates  of  the  aakl  city,  sur- 
veys have  lately  been  made,  and  plans  Ibrmed  f<«  two  new  streets,  wfth  areas  on  each  side  dicfeog 
intended  lor  new  buildings  to  occupy  the  property  hecei»iafter  described,  which  will  be  attended 

3  M  2  widi 


452  ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN.  [^AppenSx. 

with  great  utility  and  advantage  to  the  public  in  general,  and  to  the  said  dty  and  its  inhabitants  in 
particular ;  but  as  this  de^gn  cannot  be  accomplished  without  the  authority  of  parliament- 
May  it  please  your  majesty^  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  by  the  king's  most  eac-* 
cellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons, 
in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  magistrates  and 
other  members  of  the  town  council  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen  for  the  time  being,  the  members  in  par- 
liament for  the  town  and  county  of  Aberdeen,  the  principal  of  the  Marischal  college  of  Aberdeen, 
the  president  of  the  society  of  advocates  in  Aberdeen,  the  convener  of  the  incorporated  trades,  and 
the  president  of  the  society  of  shipmasters  of  Aberdeen,  all  for  the  time  being,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  trustees  for  executing  this  act,  seven  of  whom  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  all  cases 
a  quorum ;  and  the  said  trustees  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  by  themselves  or  their  deputies,  agents,  workmen,  servants  and  others,  to  be 
employed  by  them,  but  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  herein-after  mentioned,  to  open  and  make  two- 
new  streets  or  avenues,  the  one  from  thb  south-west  part  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen>  beginning  at  a 
fbot-path,  or  lane,  leading  firom  the  entry  of  the  Damhead  road,  towards  the  Chapel  of  Ease,  and  to 
be  carried  from  thence  eastward,  nearly  in  a  straight  line  along  the  grounds  on  the  north  nde  of  the 
Windmill-brae,  across  the  Denbum,  and  the  Back  and  Correction  wjmds,  and  through  St.  Catherine'b 
hill,  and  the  Narrow-wynd,  until  it  join  the  west  end  of  the  Castle-street,  or  market  place,  of  liie 
said  city ;  and  the  other  beginning  at  the  south  side  of  a  foot  road  or  lane  adjacent  to  and  upon  the 
east  side  of  the  high  road  leading  to  Old  Aberdeen,  called  Love-lane^  and  to  be  carried  from 
thence  nearly  in  a  straight  line  south,  through  the  neighbouring  grounds  by  the  town's  meal  mar« 
ket  and  North-street,  until  it  e&ter  the  north  side  of  the  Castle^street ;  or  as  near  to  the  said  se* 
vera!  lines  of  direction  as  conveniently  may  be* 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  trustees^  or  quorum  of  them,  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  authorized  to  treat  and  agree  with  the  several 
owners,  occupiers,  liferenters,  lessees,  and  all  others  interested;^  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands,  houses, 
tenements,  leases,  and  hereditaments,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  making  and  completing  the  said 
two  new  streets  or  avenues,  in  the  direction  before  described,  or  either  of  them,  and  areas  on  each 
side  thereof,  not  exceeding  in  whole  one  hunchred  and  sixty  feet  in  breadth,  whereof  sixty  feet  is 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  street,  and  fifty  feet  on  each  side  thd'eof  for  areas  ;  particularly  with  George- 
Walker  in  Bents  of  Skene — (here  follow  the  names  of  the  other  heritors,  &c.  in  the  line  of  the  south 
entry) ;  who  are  all  the  heritors,  occupiers^  or  liferenters  at  present  known  or  discovered,  of  lands^ 
houses^  or  other  hereditaments  intended  to  be  occupied  by  the  said  south  street  or  avenue,  and  build- 
ing areas  along  the  same :  And  also  with  Alexander  Mok,  Esq.  of  Scotstown— (here  follow  the  namea 
of  the  heritors,  &c.  in  the  line  of  the  north  entry) ;  who  are  all  the  heritors,  occupiers,  or  liferenters 
at  present  known  or  discovered  of  lands  and  hereditaments  intended  to  be  occupied  by  the  said  north 
street  or  avenue,  and  building  areas  along  the  same;  or  with  the  heirs  and  dTsponee^of  all  or  any  of 
the  aforesaid  persons ;  and  with  any  other  person  or  persons,  body  or  bodies  corporate,  who  are  or 
may  be  proprietors,  liferenters,  occupiers,  or  lessees  of  any  of  the  said  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita* 
raents,  or  with  the  owners,  liferenters,  or  occupiers  of  any  other  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
which  may  be  found  necessary  in  the  making  out  the  said  intended  two  new  streets  or  avenues  before 
described,  and  the  areas  on  each  side  thereof  to  be  occupied  thereby,  in  the  Unes  or  directions  before 
mentioned  to  the  extent  beforehand  after  specified. 

III.  Provided  always,  that  although  any  of  the  heritors,  occupiers,  or  liferenters  of  any  of  the  said 
lands,  tenements,  and  other  hereditaments,  shall,  through  misinformation,  have  been  wrong  named* 
or  described,  it  shall  not  afford  any  ground  or  pretence  for  the  said  heritors,  at  others  interested,  or 
any  of  them,  for  objecting  to,  or  interrupting  the  execution  of  the  said  works  under  die  present  act 

IV.  Provided 
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IV.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  trustees  shall  be  obliged,  on  or  before  the  3l8t 
day  of  December,  1800,  to  give  notice  by  advertisement,  to  be  inserted  in  the  newspaper  called  the 
Aberdeen  Journal,  and  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  at  Edinburgh,  to  the  several  heritors  and 
liferenters  of  the  said  lands,  tenemento,  and  other  hereditaments,  whose  properties  are  intended  to  be 
taken  and  purchased  for  the  purposes  of  this  present  act,  describing  such  properties,  and  the  owners 
thereof,  and  others  interested  therein,  as  far  as  known ;  otherwise  this  act  sh^  be  no  longer  binding 
upon  the  said  heritors  and  liferenters;  and  after  such  notice  and  advertisement,  it  shall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  said  heritors  and  liferenters  severally,  if  so  indinedt  to  compel  the  trustees  to  proceed 
and  complete  the  purchase  of  such  lands,  tenements,  and  heritages,  in  the  terms  and  upon  the  condi« 
tions  of  this  act 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  bodies  politic,  cor« 
porate,  or  collegiate,  trustees,  heirs  of  entail,  tutors  or  curators  for  infants,  minors,  ideots,  furious  or 
other  persons^  and  to  and  for  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  who  are  or  shall  be 
seised,  possessed  o^  or  interested  in  any  of  the  said  lands,  houses,  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments, 
to  sell  and  convey  to  the  said  trustees,  all  or  any  such  lands,  houses,  tenements,  or  other  heredita« 
ments,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  all  their  right  to  and  interest  in  the  same,  for  the  purposes  afore« 
said,  SiC 

VI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  in  case  no  agreement  shall  be  concluded  between 
the  said  trustees  and  the  said  heritors,  liferenters,  or  lessees,  or  any  of  them,  either  by  the  heritors 
and  others  interested  refusing  or  neglecting  to  treat  and  agree,  or  to  accept  of  the  value  and  price 
offered  to  them  by  the  said  trustees,  within  ten  days  after  being  required  under  form  o£  instrument  so 
to  do,  or  from  the  said  persons  interested  being  under  incapacity  or  unknown,  then  it  shall  be  com<« 
petent  to  the  sheriflMepute  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen  for  the  time  being,  or  his  substitute,  upon  ap* 
plication  being  made  to  him  by  the  said  trustees,  to  name  and  appoint  seven  skilful  and  indifferent 
persons,  who,  after  being  sworn  by  the  said  sheriff  faithfully  to  discharge  their  duty,  shall  have  fuU 
power  and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  value  and  appreciate  the  se- 
veral  properties,  one  or  more  specified  in  such  application^  within  two  calendar  months  after  their 
being  so  appointed ;  and  their  decision  and  determination  therein  shall  be  final  and  obligatory  on  all 
the  parties  concerned :  P^vided  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  be  optional  to  any  heritor,  liferenter,  lessee, 
or  other  person  interested,  either  to  allow  the  appreciation  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  or  (within  six 
days  after  the  nomination  of  appredators  by  the  sheriff  is  intimated  to  him  or  her)  to  name  one  ar- 
biter for  him  or  herself,  who,  along  with  another  arbiter,  whom  the  said  trustees  shall  be  obliged  to 
name  within  six  days  alter  being  required  so  to  do,  shall  have  f^ll  power,  and  they  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  ascertain  and  determine  the  value  and  price  to  be  paid  to  the  heritor  or  other  party  sub- 
mitter, for  his  or  her  property,  within  one  month  alter  they  are  named ;  and  that  such  arbiters,  in 
case  of  differing  in  opinion  between  themselves,  shall  have  full  power  and  be  obliged,  within  ten 
days  after  such  difference  is  declared,  to  name  an  oversman  or  umpire  with  the  like  powers  as  them« 
selves,  to  be  continued  during  fourteen  days  after  be  is  so  named,  and  within  whidi  time  he  shall  be 
obliged  to  determine. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  case  of  the  said  arbiters  failing  to  determine  or  to  name  an 
oversman,  or  of  the  oversman  named  declining  to  accept  and  act,  within  the  respective  times  before 
limited ;  in  either  of  these  events,  it  shall  be  competent  to  and  in  the  power  of  the  said  sheriff-depute, 
or  his  substitute,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  required,  upon  application  of  the  said  trustees,  to 
nominate  and  appoint  three  skilful  and  indifferent  persons  for  ascertaining  and  determining  upon 
oath,  by  the  decision  of  all  or  any  two  of  such  persons,  the  value  to  be  paid  to  the  heritor  or  heritors, 
or  other  party  submitters,  for  their  property  or  interest,  and  which  last  decisions  and  determinations 

shaU 
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shall  also  be  final  and  binding  upon  all  the  parties  oonoemed ;  notice  in  writing  being  always  given 
to  the  person  or  persons  interasted^  if  they  can  be  discovered^  at  least  ten  days  belbi«  liie  time  of 
such  valuation  or  aascattnentj  either  by  the  valuators  or  arbiters  to  be  named  by  the  sheriffy  or  the 
parties  diemsel  ves,  intimatii^  the  time  «id  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  valualnrs ;  by  delivering  audi 
notioe  to  such  person  or  persons  personally,  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  his,  her,  or  their  usual  place  or 
places  of  abode,  or  with  some  tenant  or  ocouiHer  of  the  said  lands»  tencmenU,  or  other  hereditaments 
intended  to  be  valued,  in  case  such  party  cannot  otherwlae  be  Ibund  oat,  to  be  served  widi  such  no- 
tice ;  and  all  which  decisioas  and  determinations  to  be  made  and  pranoonoed,  either  by  die  appnci* 
uDors  to  be  named  by  the  sheriff,  or  the  arbiten  named  by  the  parties  ^emselves,  or  the  oversman, 
after  being  duly  authenticated,  shall  be  entered  in  the  records  of  the  sheriff  court  of  Aberdeen,  and 
the  same,  or  copies  thereof,  signed  by  the  derk  of  court,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  good  and 
lawful  evidence  in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity  whatever, 

VIIL  Provided  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawAil  to  or  in  the  power  mi^be  said  tmstees  to 
corapd  any  propcietar  of  hooaes  or  heritages  in  the  line  of  the  saidMveets,  or  wttliin  the  propooad 
areas  intended  to  be  buUt  upon,  to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  sane,  by  valuatbn  or  othcrwiae,  as  hereby 
directed,  Ibr  the  purpose  or  with  a  view  «f  die  said  trustees  again  adling  or  diqwsing  of  aueh  houses 
or  heritages  as  they  fonnerly  stood,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  taking  down  the  same,  and  disposing 
of  or  using  the  ground  and  areas  for  the  puvposes  of  this  act ;  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  to  the  aaid  ttua^ 
tees  to  enter  upon  the  premises,  or  to  dispossess  the  proprietors^  occupiers,  or  lessees  for  the  time,  of 
any  part  of  the  said  houses^  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments,  at  any  time  Mx>ner  than  it  shall  be* 
come  necessary  to  use  and  employ  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  opening  and  makii^  dther  of  the 
said  intended  new  streets,  or  the  execution  of  the  plans  of  building  on  the  areas  on  each  side  thereof  | 
and  particularly,  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  said  trustees  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  of  the 
said  houses,  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments,  or  to  cause  any  part  thereof  to  be  taken  down  or  ze- 
moved,  except  for  the  execution  of  the  purposes  of  tins  act  only;  but  such  proprietors,  after  their  ac- 
ceptance and  receipt  of  the  agreed  or  awarded  price  of  their  respective  properties,  shall  be  liable  and 
obliged,  during  their  possession  thereof,  to  pay  to  the  said  trustees  such  reasonable  rent  or  annual 
consideration  for  the  same,  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  them  and  the  said  trustees,  or  as  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  arbiters  who  previously  determined  the  value  and  price  to  be  paid  therefor, 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enact#d»  that  if  any  of  the  owners,  proprietors,  and  lessees  of  the  suid  lands, 
houses,  tenements,  or  other  hereditament^  upon  legal  tender  mnde  to  him,  her,  or  them  respectively, 
either  personally  or  at  their  dwelling  houses,  if  residing  within  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  or  if  lesicKng 
without  the  said  city^  made  at  the  dwettiqg  house  of  some  tenant  or  oocnpicr  of  the  premises,  diall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  accept  of  such  oftred  price,  or  if  the  party  or  parties  mterested  lUl  not  be  able 
to  make  out  a  good  title  to  the  premises,  to  the  satisliKtion  of  the  said  sheriff  depute,  or  that  the  sub- 
jects are  encumbered  or  entailed,  so  tiiat  the  price  of  the  same  cannot  be  sa^y  and  legally  paid  to 
the  parties  immediatdy  interested;  inany  of  these  events,  the  said  trustees  are  and  shall  be  authorised 
to  make  payment  and  consigaation  iJiereof^  with  the  approbation  and  warrant  of  the  said  sheriij^de- 
pute,  or  his  substitute,  into  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  or  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of 
the  parties  truly  interested,  &c 

X.  (Clause  for  reinvesting  purchase  money  of  lands  belonging  to  persoos  who  are  disabled  or  in- 
capacitated from  receiving  the  prices  of  propertiea*) 

XI.  ^Liferenters  to  be  secured  in  5  per  cent,  of  die  price.) 

XII.  (In  case  the  price  awarded  shall  not  be  paid,  the  award  to  be  null  and  void.) 

XIII.  And 
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XIIL  And  be  it  cwKted,  dnt  it  OmiH  moA  nui^  be  hmM  to  mad  lor  the  Mid  truilees^  end  Omy 
urn  liembj  eotbaeiflid  and  cnpowvredy.  elber  tneking  pagment  of  iodi  ion  ot  Moatf  of  moBtjr  m  ^all 
be  agreed  oft  betweaa  than  and  the  e»d  ownais  aad  eocnpiei^  er  odiav  penena  intawoteil  lAicrem 
teapectivdy^  or  ad^dged  or  mnarded  tm  afaraaeid,  for  tbo  pnrahaae  of  cke  aaid  lendaj  hottaea,  tane^ 
nantay  and  oliav  heiwlitaniaitay  toAa  at  leaees^  or  after  camignlion  ibeieof  in  tbe  emt^  efaiaairid»  to 
ordar  tbe  aeid  boaeaa^  teneuenti^  and  odur  boildMiga^  to  be  td^n  down,  «ftd  the  awaa  to  be  elaarad^ 
and  otherwiae  uae  the  pvapenf  a»  aequred^  aa  flkadl  b*  tbet^bt  pteper  end  neeeaaaiy  by  the  aaid 
traateea^  Ibr  tte  purpeaeaof  Am  act 

XIV.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  that  after  tbe  pmcbase  of  any  such  tenements,  houses^  lands,  and 
other  hereditaments,  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  execution  an<i  completing  of  the  said  new 
atrceta  or  areaues,  efld  tbe  neaa  oa  eadi  aide  thereoi^  tile  aaid  tmsvaea  iMI  be^  end  they  aae  hereby 
andieriaed  and  empowered  to  aaU  by  pablic  aiiction,  Ibr  an  edefoate  pftor,  the  aietefMe  of  alt  waA 
heoea  and  bailda^s^  ead  alao^  die  iWHiiiinwg  groiwd  er  buil ibtg  eveae  afong  eaeh  side  of  tbe  aaid  in* 
tended  Bew  atreelB»  ftr  psPfVMat  eidaar  of  a  teaaenahle  piiee^  ereuMMdlbw-diity;  amd  that  t^ey  ahall 
be  obliged  to  aocoio^  ftir  andiqpply  haA  Che  puichaacr  nsoney  end  anaMuil  feift-defiaa  dleieof  to  aad 
fiarthepespeaes  of  this  ea^ead  nooe  other;  nd  thattfaay  eieaiid  shaft  be  aafhemed  and  eaapower« 
ed  to  pay  the  poediase  mMMy  or  aifjndged  valve  of  the  saidhndi^  iauameBla>  end  other  heiefitn« 
ments,  tacks  or  leases,  out  of  such  sums  of  money  as  they  may  raise  by  voluntary  subeer^ilioiiS)  or  out 
of  such  other  suma  ae  ahall  be  raised  and  received  by  theaa^  in.  way  of  loan  or  olfaerwisey  fi>r  thepur- 
poses  of  thia  act. 

XV.  Pkmded  sleo^  nd  beitenaetad^  that  pieirioee  notke  shall  lie  gieen  by  the  end  trusCies  ta 
dietenanfe»andooeaipasfaefsttaachlanli,tanenMita,  hevaea^  lasses  add  other  betedkeiheiita,  aa  ane 
«e  be  so  converted  and  diapoeadof  te-tbrparpaaeaatecaaidr  thwe  months  atleaat  beibre  the  tevan  of 
WMtennday,  at  vdndi  theseidtBMnta  or  ocenpiera  aseto^be  scnoved  thaitAoae,  by  altrgm^  «  noliee 
iai  wnting  to  tiMt  edeet  npen  the  Maat  pelent  doer  of  anch  hooaaa^  taneeaaiits^  and  other  hcfle^fia* 
Baent8>.  or  by  ihli  wing  such  notice  to  theprbiripaT  eeuppieia  theseoC 

XVI.  And  be  it  fiurAer  enacted,  that  in  the  event  of  either  of  the  said  new  streets,  or  areas  on 
eadi  side  thereof,  cutting  through  and  taking  off  only  a  part  of  any  of  the  houses  or  buildings  that 
may  be  standing  thereon,  or  of  die  gardens,  courts,  or  other  grounds,  occupied  thereby,  the  pro* 
prietors,  liferenters,  and  possessors  of  such  houses,  buildings,  and  other  hereditaments  aforesaid,  shall 
be  entitled  (if  they  so  incline)  to  receive  and  be  paid  the  fuH  and  adequate  value  of  the  whole  of 
such  buildings,  houses,  and  other  hereditamanta ;  and  which  the  said  trustees  shall  be,  and  axe  hereby 
obliged  to  pearbai^  aeMont  Bm,  andlpey  acoardingly,  ae  the  sme  attatt  be  dsesamfaiad,  in  the  man- 


XTII.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  that  all  the  meetings  of  the  said  trustees  shall  be  held  within  the 
town  house  of  the  said  city,  and  that  they  shidi  have  four  quarterly  stated  general  meetings  during 
the  year,  in  the  same  place,  videEcet,  upon  the  ftrst  Tuesday  of  June,  the  first  Tuesday  of  September, 
the  first  Tuesday  of  December,  and  the  first  Tuesday  of  March  annually,  at  twelve  of  the  clock 
noon,  for  putting  this  act  and  the  powers  hereby  committed  to  the  said  trustees  in  execution,  begin- 
ning the  first  of  the  said  quarterly  meetings  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  in  the  year  one  thousand 
d|^  hsmdhed  ;  and  that  at  all  oHetinge  of  the  said  teestsai,  the  piofOBC>  er  elher  penan  acting  as 
ddaf  magistmteof  Ihesaiddly  fiMrthetiaie,.alialtpDeahle;  aMki»aaaeiof  aneqoalil^of  voterinany 
qioeslna  that  magr  caese  befenr  tbe  aaid  trnaleea,  shall  faavte  a  castiag  or  decisive  voice  thereby  as 
wellasadilibcraftiveeBe;  and  Aat  their  preseasliattcanae  the  whole  of  the  said  trualaes  to  be  mutm 
miniid  to  attend  die  said  qpiarterly  meetings^  by  wiktcn  or  printod  notices,  to  be  given  to  them  per«« 
sonally,  or  left  at  their  dwelling  housea  (if  resUiiig  within  tho  said  ciiy)  at  least  twenty-foer  houra 

previous 
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previous  to  the  time  of  the  said  meetings ;  with  full  power  also  to  the  said  trustees  to  nominate  and 
appoint  treasurers^  derks^  and  other  officers  and  servants^  proper  and  necessary  under  them>  in  order 
to  the  due  execution  of  this  act^  and,  when  they  think  proper^  to  remove  and  displace  them,  or  any 
one  of  them  respectively ;  and  also  to  limit  and  appoint  reasonable  and  adequate  salaries,  wages,  and 
other  allowances,  to  be  made  and  paid  to  such  officers  and  servants,  and  to  make  such  other  orders, 
rules,  and  regulations,  as  the  nature  of  each  particular  service  shall  seem  to  them  to  require,  and  they 
shall  deem  expedient ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  vary,  alter,  or  revoke  any  of  the  said  rules  and  regu« 
lations,  and  to  do  such  other  acts  and  things  as  to  the  said  trustees  shall  appear  proper  and  neces* 
sary  for  putting  this  act  in  execution,  they  being  always  consistent  with  the  several  powers  and  re- 
gulations of  this  present  act. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  trustees  present  at  such  quarterly  meetings  may  adjourn 
themselves  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  think  proper  or  necessary,  for  executing  the  powers  vested 
in  them  by  this  act;  and  that  the  derk  of  the  said  trustees  shall  give  written  or  printed  notices 
to  each  of  them  of  such  adjourned  meetings,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  required  for  the  said  quar- 
terly meetings ;  and  it  shall  also  be  in  the  power  of  the  preses  of  the  said  trustees,  of  himself,  to  ap- 
point other  meetings  of  them,  to  be  held  so  often  and  at  such  times  as  may  to  him  seem  necessary 
and  expedient ;  the  whole  trustees  being  always  summoned  to  attend  every  such  meeting,  in  manner 
above-mentioned. 

'  XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  and  every  act  and  acts  of  the  said  trustees  shall  be  en- 
tered and  minuted  in  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  by  their  derk,  or  other  person  to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose  ;  which,  and  all  other  books  and  entries  respecting  the  same,  or  that  contain  any  ac« 
count  or  accounts  relative  to  the  purposes  of  this  act,  shall  be  produced,  if  required,  at  eveiy  public 
meeting,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  preses  thereof;  and  such  entries  and  books,  after  being  so  signed 
and  authenticated^  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  the  original  orders  and  proceedings  of  the  said  meet- 
ings, and  also  shall  and  may  be  produced  and  taken  in  evidence  in  all  courts  whatsoever :  And  in 
case  any  surplus  of  the  money  received  for  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  acquired  by  the 
said  trustees,  shall  remain  in  their  hands  «fter  paying  the  expenses  of  this  act,  and  what  is  laid  oat  in 
making  the  proposed  new  streets  and  the  new  buildings  on  the  sides  thereof,  the  said  trustees  shall 
be  and  they  are  hereby  obliged  to  pay  such  surplus  to  the  treasurer  of  the  dtj  of  Aberdeen  for  the 
time  being,  for  the  use  of  the  community ;  and  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  any  member  of  the  town 
council  for  the  time,  to  call  for  an  account  of  the  money  received  and  expended,  and  to  sue  for  the 
payment  and  application  of  the  surplus  as  aforesaid* 

XX.  Plrovided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to,  or  in  the  power  of  the 
said  trustees,  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  work  and  improvements,  nntil 
they  shall  have  raised  and  secured,  by  subscription,  loan,  or  otherwise,  the  respective  sams  of  money 
following,  videiicet,  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling,  before  beginning  the  said  south  street  or 
avenue,  and  five  thousand  pounds  sterling,  before  beginning  the  said  north  street  or  avenue,  to  be 
applied  and  employed,  as  they  shall  have  occasion,  towards  defraying  the  expense  which  shall  be  in- 
curredl>y  them  in  the  purchase  of  proper^,  or  otherwise,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  execution  of  the 
purposes  of  this  act. 

XXI.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  that  in  case  any  suit  or  action  shall  be  commenced  against  any  per- 
«Mi  or  penoQs,  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  defendant  or  defendants  of  such  suit 
or  acdon  may  produce  this  act,  and  plead  that  the  said  tilings  were  done  by  the  authority  thereof; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  so  to  be  done,  that  then  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  be  absolved  from 
every  sudi  suit  or  action,  and  shall  have  triple  costs  and  expences,  in  the  drfence  thereof,  awarded  to 
them,  from  and  against  the  prosecute  or  pioseciitors  ofthe^ame. 

XXIL  (Dedared  to  be  a  pubUc  act) 
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No.  II. 

STATEMENT, 

Dated  iSd  September,  1817> 

BY   TBI    MAGISTRATES    AND    COUNCIL    OF    ABERDEKKt 
Viih  ntmmu*  to  Ihair  Deelwttim  of  d«M  I9th  S^  1817. 

Referred  to  in  Note  foge  370. 

At  Aberdeen^  the  85d  day  of  September^  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen^ 
in  presence  of  the  town  council  of  Aberdeen: 

Which  day,  the  fi)llowing  declaration  having  been  read  over  to  the  councO,  was  approved  of,  and 
appointed  to  be  engrossed  in  the  oouncO  record,  of  which  the  tenor  follows,  viz.— Cowict/i-cAamfter, 
8SJ  September,  1817*— The  council,  in  reference  to  the  invitation  which  was  given  to  the  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  assembled  at  the  head  court,  on  the  20th  instant,  to  appoint  a  oominittee  to  investi- 
gate the  books  and  accounts  connected  with  the  new  streets ;  and,  finding  that  ihal  meeting  did  not 
deem  it  proper  to  nominate  any  such  committee,  consider  it'  a  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  and  their 
predecessors  in  office,  before  dissolving  this  their  concluding  sederunt  on  public  business,  again  to  re» 
Vert  to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  present  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  town's  affairs.  In 
Scnng  this,  they  cannot  avmd  recalling  to  notice  the  strong  and  earnest  solicitations  of  the  inhabitants 
hi  17999  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the  community  for  opening  and  making  out  two  commodious  and 
convenient  approaches  ftom  the  south  and  north,  the  want  of  which  had  been  long  felt  and  loudly 
Comphdned  o£  In  purchasing  properties,  and  carrying  these  important  undertakings  into  effect,  un« 
der  the  authority  of  die  new  street  act,  a  large  debt  was  necessarily  and  early  incurred;  to  meet  the 
full  interest  of  which,  no  exertions  have  yet  been  able  to  realize  a  sufficient  revenue.  Still,  however^ 
it  affords  some  source  of  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that  the  money  expended  has  been  principally  paid  to 
Uiose  inhabitants  whose  properties  were  situated  in  the  line  of  the  streets,  and  that  the  value  of  the 
other  properties  in  the  vidni^,  more  particularly  those  of  the  incorporated  trades,  has  been  gready 
enhanced,  whilethebenefitandaccommodationto^he  community  at  large  must  be  admitted  by  every 
unprejudiced  and  candid  mind.  Thus,  in  procuring  a  great  and  lasting  improvement  for  the  city  of 
Aberdeen,  without  any  tax  having  been  imposed  upon  its  inhabitants,  has  the  debt  under  whic^  it 
now  labours  been  contracted;  and  while  a  very  valuable  property  along  the  new  streets  is  still  un- 
productive and  remains  to  be  realised,  yet  the  Anids  of  the  communis,  as  vested  in  the  trustees  for 
the  creditors,  yield  at  present  an  interest  of  upwards  of  four  per  cent  per  annum.  It  affords  afarther 
ground  of  satisfaction  to  reflect,  diat,  in  later  times,  and  particularly  since  the  passing  of  the  new 
street  act,  regulations  have  been  established,  whereby  no  part  of  the  property  can  be  let  or  disposed 
of  but  by  public  auction ;  a  salutary  regulation,  which  has  been  steadily  pursued,  and  the  propriety 
and  benefit  of  which  must  be  generally  admitted.  Keeping  these  circumstances  in  view,  so  indispen- 
sably necessary  in  forming  a  fiur  and  inqpartial  judgment  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  theadministra* 
tion  of  the  town's  affairs,  and  connecting  them,  by  way  df  explanation,  with  the  minute  and  declaim- 
tion  signed  in  council  on  the  19th  instant,  the  members  who  firamed  the  said  minute  declare  that  the 
olqects  they  had  in  view  were  solely  to  express  and  record  their  ^yinions,  that  a  change  ought  to  he 
sAetedin  the  manner  of  electing  the  couodl^  and  an  effectual  coDtrottl  given  to  the  dtisens  over  the 

9  N  expenditure 


expenditure  of  the  town's  office-bearers ;  and  those  members  of  the  ooondl  who  had  no  opportonitj 
of  knowing  its  contents  till  it  was  read  at  the  ooanciU>oard,  dodeclaie^  that  their  views  neither  did, 
nor,  in  justice  to  themselves  or  their  predecessors  in  office,  could  go  fiuther.  In  reference  to  the 
term  "  concealment/  used  in  the  above-mentioned  declanition,  the  members  of  oouncQ  have  no  he^« 
tation  in  declaring,  that  they  did  not  apply  it  to  any  act  of  in^proper  concealment  within  their  know- 
ledge, but  that  it  was  meant  to  characterise  that  general  practice  of  the  borough  system,  which  does 
not  require  any  detailed  accounts  of  receipt  and  expenditure  to  be  afinually  laid  before  the  public, 
and  the  usage  which  has  been  fbUewed  thm  time  tmmemorial  ef  radJag  alMtncts  only  of  the  town'e 
accounts  at  the  annual  head  courts.  To  obviate  all  future  grounds  of  complaint  on  that  head,  they 
conceive  it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  their  successjors,  as  an  essential  brandi  of  the  oontroul  which 
they  are  of  opinion  should  be  established  in  the  inhabitaiits,  that,  instead  of  these  abstracts,  full  and 
detailed  statements  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  burgh  should  be  annually  exhibited  and  pub- 
lished for  the  information  of  the  community.  The  books  have  for  sevend  years  been  kept  upon  an 
improved  system,  introduced  by  some  of  the  present  members,  and  are  patent  when  required. 

Whfle  the  council  are  fully  sensible  of  the  beneSdal  effects  resukii^  from  proper  checks  on  puhlie 
officers  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  and  of  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  sufficient  controul  in 
the  management  of  public  affiurs,  they  are  bound  to  declare,  that  their  recommendation  in  this  respect 
does  not  proceed  ftom  any  &ct  within  their  knowledge  of  an  imprc^Mr  nature,  connected  with  the«d« 
minislration  of  this  buigh  within  the  last  twenty  years ;  «nd,  ia  order  that  this  omj  the  more  satis- 
fictorily  appear,  the  council  beg  leave  to  recommend  to^  and  eamestly  reqoeot  of^  their  successors  in 
office,  to  give  access  and  every  possible  {wbUdty,  net  only  to  the  new  stseet  acoounts,  but  to  all 
other  books  and  accounts  of  the  burgh  during  their  administration,  or  that  of  «iy  of  their  number, 
and  to  all  tranaactiona  whatever  regarding  the  funds  and  property  of  the  commimi^,  in  which  the  in- 
dividual members  of  this  council  may  have  at  any  time  been  conoemed,  and  that  a  faithful  repo;t 
thereof  be  publiahed.  Before  Cfmduding,  the  councii  consid^  it  theb.du^  to  record  their  convic- 
tion that  their  predecessors  in  office,  who  conducted  the  great  in^Kivements  before  referred  toj  were 
actuated  by  the  most  unwearied  seal  in  canying  into  effefct  measures  which  had  their  origin  in  the 
anxious  reeommendatioa  of  their  fellow-dtixeBs;  and,  while  they  are  of  cqpinioi^thai  a  well  digested 
alteration  in  the  present  set  of  the  borough,  will  be  attended  with  beneficial  consequences,  and  re- 
store confidence  throu^out  the  oommunity^  they  i^gain  bear  public  testimony  to  the  purii^  and  upf 
rightness  of  intention  of  those  who  have  preceded  them  while  these  improvements  were  in  pra)gr^s» 

Akx.  Fraser  H.  Gordon  AL  SimiMil 

Alex.Duiioao  AL  Galea,  Ja.  H#ddeo 

Al.  Brown  Wm.  Lumsden  .  Gavin  Hsdden 

D^Chahners  Bobi.  Walker  James  Cantlqr 

James  Mihie  Geo.  Thomson  ?•  Taykr 

WilLRead  Charles  Hacktt 

Extracted  from  the  council  record  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  upon  this  and  the  seven  preceding  ptge^ 

by  me,  town  deiic, 

(S^cd)  Wm.  CAuMiOtC. 

[Appendix  io  DupRetfor  Robert  Garden  and  ttken,  in  Ae  eatt  tf  Mn  SlfhiktUn  and  others. 
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No.  Ill, 
VOLTNTEERS. 

There  ii,  we  bdkim,  tto  class  of  men,  in  general^,  bkom  loyal  and  independent  than  the  burgesses 
of  the  toyal  bonmghs  of  Scotland.  During  the  late  atduoQs  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
government  of  France  fimt  conduct  was  exemplary  for  patriotism,  and  distinguished  by  the  strictest 
peinciples  of  loyaky  on  every  occasion.  The  burgesses,  and  other  citizens  oi  Aberdeen,  did  not 
neglect  to  diq[ilay  their  loyalty  and  patriotism  at  this  important  crisis  with  union  isi  sentiment.  At 
the  commeneement  ef  the  war,  they  formed  themselves  into  associations  as  volunteers,  for  internal 
defence ;  and  eontinued  to  serve  with  ardour  and  aeal,  while  their  services  were  required.  We  cannot 
pioduoe  more  ample  testimoi|y  of  this,  than  by  amioung  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  several  volunteer 
corps  at  the  peaee'of  Amiens  in  1801 ;  and  ako  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the  year  1803. 


(About  400  rank  and  fiK) 
LktUenant'CoUmel  Camrnan^Umi, 

Thomas  Bannerman 

H^jor^  C  Bannermaa 

Captains,. 

Thomas  L^s 

Chas.  Gprdoo 

Alex.  Brebner 

John  £wm 

John  Dii^wiJl 
lieuten^mUf 

Peter  Farquhapspn 

Alexander  More 

Charles  Farg^harson 

James  Tb<nnsQn 

William  filaok 

Thomas  Burnett 

William  P..  Fordyce 

William  Gibbon 

Wflliam  Pam^e 

Geoi;ge  Hpgartb 
Chaplain,  James  Shirrefs 
Adjutant,  William  Bjrres 
Surgeon,  W.  Robertson 


»^»»%%>»»%»% 


jRojfal  Aberdeen  Light  It^antry. 
(About  800  rank  and  file.) 


VOLUNTEER  COUPS  in  1801. 
UfitU^Calfmel  Commandants 

Alexander.  Dayaey 

1^  Mdiior,  James  Hadd(en 

8i{  Major ^  William  Daupey 

Caj^aime, 

Jam^  Chalmers 

JjsoHSS  Littlcgohn 

Alexander  Banwi 
John  Blaikie 
John  Johnston 
Charles  3aird 
Arthur  Farquhar     « 
Alexander  Duncan 
Alexander  Brown 
Alexander  Hall 

1st  Lieutena$Us, 
Alexander  Duthie.   ' 
Thomas  Duncan 
Robert  Spring 
Charles  Fyfe 
George  Smith 
Charles  Paaton 
John  Imray 
John  Allan 
Robert  Cafe 
Robert  Smith 

Std  Lieutenants, 
James  Matthews 


David  Reid 
George  Barclay 
Alexander  Coqper 
John  Gordon 
William  Troup 
David  Chalmers 
Aleyander  Jjow 
John  Law 

ArtiUer^  Company. 
1st  Lieut.  Francis  Dodds 
Sub»Lieut.  James  Harvey 
Adjutant,  Andrew  Affleck 
Chaplain,  W.  L.  Brown 
Surgeon,  William  Dyoe 
QT'^Mr.  Thomas  Duncan 

Old  Aberdeen  Volunteers, 

(About  150  rank  and  file.) 

Mqfor  Commandant, 

Gilbiert  Gerard 

Captain,  William  Jack 

lit  UeuU.  R.  E.  Scott 

James  Gordon 
Sd  Lieuts.  John  Irvine 
Robert  Low 
Chaplain,  Skene  Ogilvj 
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lit  Regiment  Aberdeen  Volunteer 

Infantry. 

(About  1000  rank  and  file.) 

Lieui^Cohnd  Commandant, 

WiUiam  FinlasoD 
Lieui^^Col.  Hay  Livingaton 
Major,  William  Black 
Captains, 

Charles  Skene 

James  Boy 

James  Moir 

Alexander  Fnaer 

James  Bannerman 

Thomas  Bamett 

vv«  ouDert 

David  Chalmera 
JUeutenanU, 

Henry  Lmnsden 

George  Mackenzie 

Thomas  S^gster 

William  Skene 

James  Simpson 

Alexander  Smith 

John  Brown 

James  Morisoo 

H.  Fallerton 

James  Tttrriff 

James  Dyce 

Charles  Grant 

Charles  Baird 

John  MiddletOQ 

Robert  Gibb 

James  Spalding 

Alexander  Duthie 

R.  C.  Grant 

Alexander  Abercrombie 

George  Shinie 
Ensigns, 

John  Gordon 


VOLUNTEER  CORPS  m  1805. 

Alexander  Sinqpson 

James  Grant 

James  Blackball 

William  Donald 
Adjutant,  Andrew  Affleck 
ChofHatn,  G.  Gordon 
Surgeon,  W.  Livingston 
Assistant,  W.  Donaldson 
I2r.«3fr.  James  Grant 
Pay^Mr.  H.  Lumsden 

Aberdeen  Fotunteers. 

(About  400  rank  and  file.) 

lieutenant*Colonel  Commandant, 

Thomas  Lejrs 

LUHt.'^CoL  James  Hadden 

Major,  Alexander  Brebner 

Captains, 

Charles  Farqnfaavson 

Gavin  Hadden 

Charles  Gordon 

Alexander  More 

Alexander  Crombie 

John  Ewen 

Alexander  Pirie 

John  Low 
Lieutenants, 

George  Hogarth 

Robert  Tower 

James  Young 

William  Gibbon 

John  Young 

Frands  Gordon 

Duncan  Davidson 

Alexander  Low 

James  Hardie 
Ensigns, 

William  Carnegie 

B.  Abercrombie 


James  Young 

Thomas  BhuJi: 

James  Forbes 

Joseph  Hogarth 
Adjutant,  W.  Lamont 
Chaplain,  Jas.  Shirrefi 
Surgeon,  Hugh  Maqdierson 
Qr^Mr.  Alexander  Low 


mm%^m^f^m%m 


Gilcomston  Piikemen* 

(About  1$Q  rank  and  fiie.) 

Cavttun  rViiMiiiiTrfffwf 

James  Chalmers 
Captain,  W.  Patenon 

J.  Cadenhiead^  juut 
John  Cowie 
Chaplam,  James  Kidd 


%^^«t^%<^<»^ 


Aberdeen  Pikemen. 

(About  400  rank  and  file.) 

Lieutenant'Colonel  Commandant,, 

Alexander  Tower 

Migor,  George  Storey 

CapUdns, 
Alexander  GibbdH 
Arthur  G8>bon 
JohnGiU 
Alexander  Hall 
James  Buchan 

1st  Ltentenant, 
Alexander  Fiddes 
8d  Lieutenants, 
J.  Younghusband 
Alexander  Innea 
James  Midcalf 
W.  Stephen 
AJffutant,  John  Emdie 
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No.  IV. 

MISCELLANEOUS  OCCURRENCES  IN  ABERDEEN, 

From  A.D.  1707  to  A.D.  1618. 

KOr  MMNTIONBD  IN  TSB  PRMCKDINQ  VARBATtTS. 

1740    — i-»-»  Geddeflf  ob  ▼eneratn  nefimdam  crematiu  fuit  apud  montem  CastrL 
174S    The  houses  of  the  town  brilliantly  illuminatedj  on  the  anival^of  the  news  of  Sir  Bdbert  Wal« 
pole  having  resigned  his  place  as  prime  minister. 

174S  In  the  month  of  December,  this  year,  there  appeared  a  comet  with  a  long  tail,  at  son-settifligv 
and  in  the  east  early  in  the  morning.  It  continned  visible  till  the  beginning  of  Febroaiy, 
when  it  was  largest  to  obeervatien. 

17M  One  of  the  dtiaensy  while  engaged  in  a  smuggling  adventure,  in  themonth  of  July,  killed^  fay 
a  pistol  ahot  fired  by  one  of  the  officers  of  thecustoois;  finr  whidi  thecoUeGtor  was  coma 
mitted  to  prison  by  wanant  of  the  sheriff,  bat  admitted  to  bail  by  order  of  the  crown  Iaw« 
yers. 

1749    In  the  Baik  fishing  of  Dee,  1500  salm<m  caught  in  one  tide^ 

1752    William  Wast,  sailor,  in  Seaton  of  Auchmedden,  ezecp^  and  hung  in  chains,  at  the  Gallow« 
.  hiOs,  for  murdering  his  wife.    At  the  same  time  and  place.  Christian  Frane  was  executed, 
fiir  murdering  her  bastard  child,  and  burning  tiie  body. 

1756  A  hoose  in  the  Huzter-row  burnt  to  the  ground,  by  an  acddeatal  fire 

1757  A  Spermacete  whale  cast  on  shoce  on  the  sanda  of  Bdhelvie,  and  daimed  by  the  magistrates, 

who  brought  the  blubber  to  town,  andcjqportedit  to  London* 

1776  Alexander  Bfariscn,  wrigfal^  executed  and  hung  hi  diains^  at  the  Gdlowhills,  on  the  Gth  of 
November,  fiar  the  murder  of  iiis  wift;    He  was  the  last  makfiictor  executed  at  that  place; 

1785  In  the  course  of  the  winter,  there  was  mndk  rioting  ih  the  town,  eocarioned  by  attempta  to 
prevent  the  servants  and  apprentices  of  the  artificers  from  making  their  piocesriims  through 
the  town  on  the  anniversary^  of  thair  electiens,  according  to  ancient  custom.  Several  of 
them  were  committed  to  jafl,  fior  disobeying  the  orders  of  the  diief  magistrate;  but  th^ 
were  liberated  on  bafl,  after  the  mob  had  demolished  the  town-house  windows. 

1789  The  genuine  dywtteria  broke  out  among  the  fishers  of  Futtie,  and  raged  with  conriderable 
virulence.  The  persons  infected  were  removed  to  the  battery  which  was  fittedup  as  a  tem« 
poraiy  hospital  for  their  reception;  money  being  raised  by  subacription  far  fupportiog 
them. 
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No-  VI. 
CHARTER  OF  THE  LANDS  OF  ARDLAIR^ 

GRANTED  BY 

GAVIN  DUNBAB,   BISHOP  OF  ABERDEEN, 

TO   THS  PROVOST,   BAILLIES,  COUNCIL,   AND   COMMUNITY  OW  ABERDEEX, 

FOR  SUPPORTING  THE  BRIDGE  OF  DEE. 

Referred  to  in  page  416. 

Qmnibos  htme  cavtam  yisum  ird  auditoris  GMiin'  miaenitioDe  dinla  Alnrdonen  epus  salutem  in 
Dommo  sempiUnii  NoTeritw  imm  cG  cWnsu  ct  absciibu  ac  auiiwinfto  deeani  et  €a|Htuli  nre  codetie 
cadttdialis  AlrixdoBen  ad  hoc  qiacialit  die  c^itokri  per  aonu  cmnpane  m$jionM  ut  morit  est  capitular 
riter  cbgrigtttaKji  Toealiaq^  vocandia  et  iatoraiae  haben  et  ptcaden  praeedesle  Mdenni  tfaotatu  matnm 
deHhentifaie  plnbita  ecchaif^  ore  fathndfulia  Abirdonefialq^  mpuUice  ct  feffd  Scotieutilitalieoon* 
m»Ammt^m  dcdis8e  cbcttaiiae  aUenaaae  «e  mpeipetoil  c^^finnaiae  Nee  mm  daie  c^^cedeie  alianare  etpi«« 
aenti  eaita  nra  laBpeipettta  c6immn  dikctb  noatria  Gilberla  Meaeia  prepoaito'  balliiiia  ccnailio  et 
£teiiinitati  biurgi  da  Abirden  ct  aoia  sueeeaaoribna  ppoaitia  baUinia  e^ay&»  et  c^BMimkati  pro  tenpore 
chiadem  bingi  dc  Afairdeft  ToTAa  et  nvneRAa  TSERAa  nraa  de  AidUr  cum  luriuerab  paniiiftiia 
aoia  jaoen  infira  doming  et  adgrram  nram  de  Clafee  et  ctemnitafta  de  Garioth  ac  Ticec^tettitaitil  da 
Abndcnc  ad  aualentatioiiS  manateaione  icpantiQiie  ct  cnin  opua  fiierit  le-cdilicataoDe  aoiii  l^idii 
peotia  aupcffflanio  sea  aqua  de  Dee  peope  idem  burgcm  de  Abirdcme  inter  tetiaa  de  Kiaeorthe  da 
Abbatim  et  cbu£tum  de  Abirfaratbok  ex  auatrali  et  tenraa  de  Ruddreatonii  ad  hercdea  qaondS  Han* 
nd  Leitfa  olim  de  Banua  spect^  ex  boriali  parttboa.  Que  qnidi  tarre  de  Afdlakr  com  pertinefi  al« 
legal  fberint  pcrpna  hoc^tarie  pertinen  Aadree  Elphinatone  de  Selaaja  ac  dc  noUa  et  etiam  neatm 
codeaia  cadicdEali  Alrardone  per  aaniitinaa  fiodifime  tente  in  oolite  Et  ob  non  exhiUtMnS  aeu  cs^ 
tesione  carte  sue  infeodatioius  dictarj^  tenatf,  nobis  nt  de  jure  tencbatur  per  nros  legittimos  pcessua 
pro  ut  juri  coDgruit  pre&to  Andree  ceteris<^  omnibus  ad  eaadem  tras  cum  pertinen  interease  liaben« 
tib'  seu  jus  in  eisdem  quomodolibet  habere  ptenden  ad  instantia  nram  super  premissis  legittime  ci« 
tatis  sepius%  vocatis  Suis<^  c^tumatiis  legittime  acaiaatis  cui^  ob  causam  et  alias  rationabiles  causae 
nobis  et  sucoessorib'  nostris  ad  perpetuo  in  pprietate  permanen  adiudicate  fucrant  ac  lapsis  anno  et 
die  ad  plegia  nume  dimiss*  aeu  petitia  in  rem  judicatam  transierunt  Et  quas  etiam  terras  de  Ardlair 
cum  pertinctiia  Idem  Andreas  no  vi  aut  metu  duct'  nee  errore  lapsus  de  sua  mera  libera  ac  sponta- 
nea voluntate  pro  quade  certa  sQma  pecunie  per  nos  eidem  Andree  in  sua  magna  et  yrgend  necessitate 
pcrsoluta  in  manib'  nris  tanc^  in  manib'  Dni  superioris  camndc  com  omi  jure  et  juris  dameo  titulo 
proprietate  et  poasessione  Si  quod  quem  aut  quam  habet  habent  aut  habere  potuit  in  seu  ad  limoi 
terras  cum  pertinetiis  per  fustum  et  baculQ  ad  perpetua  remanentia  pure  et  simplidter  reaignauit 
cessit  et  diuisit  pro  ut  in  proccssibus  et  instrumetis  publicis  desuper  oonfectis  latius  continetur  Tc« 
NEN.  et  HABKN.  totss  Ct  iutcgras  terraa  nraa  de  Ardlair  predictas  cil  pertinen  supradictis  ppodtia 
balliuis  et  cbmunitati  de  Abirden  et  burgi  predict  ac  suis  successoribus  pposids  balliuis  et  cbmuni« 
tati  pro  tempore  dusdem  burgi  de  nobis  et  suocessorib'  nris  episcopis  Abirdonen  infeodo  et  heredita* 
rie  Imperpetuu  per  omnea  rectas  metas  suas  antiques  et  diuisas  pro  ut  jacent  in  longitudine  et  latitu* 
dine  in  bosds  planis  morf  mrasiis  viis  semitis  aquis  stagnis  riuolis  pratis  pascuis  pasturis  molendinia 
multuris  et  eor^  sequdis  aucupationib^  venationibus  piscationib'  petaziis  turbariis  corbonariis  oolum. 

S  O  2 
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bariis  cuniciilis  cuniculariis  hortis  pomariis  kpide  et  calce  kpicidiis  &brilibu8  brasinls  bruariis  et  ge- 
nefltis  cum  cora  et  earj^  exitibus  herkeldis  bluid  vick  et  mulier]^  fichetiB  cum  cbmuni  pastura  cbsueta 
et  usitata  libero  introitu  et  exitu  ac  asiametis  ac  justu  suis  pertinen  quibuscu^  tarn  nominatis  q*^  non 
naminatis  tarn  subt'  terram  €)^  aupra  tenam  procul  et  prope  ad  pdictas  terras  apectan  seu  juste  spec- 
tare  valen  qnomodolibet  in  futurum  £t  adeo  libere  quiete  plenarie  int^re  honorifice  bene  et  in  pace 
sine  impedimeto  revocatione  ant  c6tradictione  aliquali  in  omibus  et  p  omnia  sicut  alique  tales  terre 
infra  regnQ  Scolie  habetur  tenentur  seu  possidentur*  REonENDo  inde  pmemorati  ppositus  ballivi  et 
cbmunitas  burgi  de  Abirdone  predict  et  sui  successores  ppositi  ballivi  et  cbmunitas  p  tempore  eius- 
dem  burgi  de  Abirdone  ppetuo  anuatim  nobis  et  successoribus  nris  episcopis  Abirdonen  viginti  sex 
aolidos  octo  denarios  vsualis  monete  regni  Scotie  ad  duos  anni  terminos  consuetos  viz.  festa  penthe- 
costes  et  Sancti  Martini  in  hieme  per  equales  duas  medias  portiones  nobis  pus  ahtedictam  recogni- 
tione  seu  resignations  anuatim  debitis  Vnacil  sustentatione  manutetione  reparatione  c^structione  et 
reedificatione  cum  opus  fuerit  predicti  novi  pontis  sup  aqua  seu  fluvio  de  Dee  per  nos  stnti  construe* 
ti  et  edificati  secundu  vim  tenorem  effectum  et  continentia  cuiusdum  obligationis  per  prepositu  bal- 
livos  et  cbmunitate  burgi  de  Abirden  pfat  desuper  nobis  pro  se  et  snis  successorib^  nobis  et  suoces- 
sorib'  nris  episcopis  Abirdonen  ftcP  put  in  eadem  de  data  apud  Abirdone  die  decimo  quarto  menns 
Decembris  anno  1 529^  latius  c^tinetur  nomine  feodifirme  tantu  p  omi  alio  onere  servitio  exactienis 
vel  demanda  q  de  dictis  terns  cum  pertine&  quouismodo  exigi  potent  vel  reqniri  Et  nos  antedict' 
Gavin'  Abirdonen  epus  nostriq  successores  epi  Abirdonen  omnes  et  singulas  predictas  terras  de  Ard* 
lair  cum  pertinen  prefatis  pposito  ballivis  et  cbmunitate  dicP  burgi  de  Abirden  et  suis  successoribus 
ppositis  ballivis  et  cbmunitati  eiusdem  burgi  pro  tempore  in  omib'  et  per  omia  forma  pariter  et  effecta 
pmissQ  est  contra  omes  mortales  varrantiaabim'  acquietabim'  et  imperpetuu  defendem'  In  cuius 
rei  testimoniil  sigiUil  nrm  autenticum  necno  sigillu  cbmune  nri  oapituli  Abirdonen  pdict  huic  pnti 
carte  nre  in  signQ  sui  consensus  sunt  appensa  et  eandem  manu  nra  et  manibus  decani  et  canonicork 
Abirdonen  capituli  Abirdonen  pro  tempore  pnm  subscripdm'  Apud  civftatem  Abisdonen  decimo 
quarto  die  mensis  Decembris  anno  Domini  1529^  Coram  testibus  viz.  nobili  et  potenti  domino 
Georgio  Comite  de  Huntlie  venerabili  pre  Georgio  priore  Pluscaite  ooadiutore  nro  et  suooessore  no- 
bOibus  venerabilibus^  et  discretis  viris  magistris  et  domiois  Valtero  Ogilvy  de  Monycabok  Johazme 
Key^  de  Ravyniscrag  Hectore  Boedo  sacrar^  bamm  professore  coUegii  Abirdonen  primario  Willel- 
mo  Hay  earum  irarum  bachalario  WilUehno  Hay  et  David  Makyson  notariis  publids  cQ  diversis  aliis* 

(Signed)  Gavin'  Abirdonen  Epus  manu  ppria 

Georgi'  coadjutor  Epi  Abirdonen  manu  ppria 
David  Dischintone  Cantor  manu  propria 
Thomas  Myrtoun  Arcbidiacon'  manu  ppria 
Jacobus  Vavane  de  Vine  manu  propria 
Alexander  Spittale  de  Clate  manu  propria 
Robertus  Elphinstonn  de  Kincardin  manu  ppria 

^Kecrclo^  Ecelesict  CaihedraUs  AberdonensU,  f.  26.2 

It  appears  from  the  original  obligation^  granted  by  the  provost,  baiUies^  council^  and  community, 
to  the  bishop,  that  the  ancient  bridge  was  built  «'  of  fyne  aislar  stane  and  lyme  wyth  pillaris  pendis 
doubill  brasis  battaling  and  tableis  contenand  sax  pillaris  tua  land  stalis  and  seven  bollis  den  hevin 
and  laid  w^  brandaris  of  aik  buluark  of  aik  and  stain  about  the  said  brig/'— ^^ecro/c^  ut  sfipra^ 
foL  29.] 

No. 
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No.  VII. 

PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

In  the  conne  of  the  last  twenty-five  yean,  the  public  improvements  both  in  the  town  and  the 
county  have  t»een  carried  on  to  «  very  great  extent,  by  the  spirited  ezntions  of  many  patriotic  indi- 
vidualsj  distinguished  for  their  zeal  to  promote  undertakings  of  that  description.  Every  one,  whose 
recollection  extends  to  a  few  years  only  beyond  that  short  period,  must  be  sensible  of  a  very  striking 
difference  in  the  external  appearance  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  consequence  has  been,  an  ex- 
tension of  trade  and  manufactures ;  a  gradual  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  all  ranks  of  the  people ; 
and  a  change  in  their  mode  of  living,  and  also  in  their  manners. 

Having  already  had  occasion  to  notice  the  public  improvements  of  the  town  in  modem  tiroes,  we 
shall  now  annex  an  abstract  account  of  the  various  turnpike  roads  which  have  been  executed  within 
the  county,  and  in  which  the  town  and  community  of  Aberdeen  are  more  or  less  deeply  interested. 

Coojectnred 
Extent  of  Bridcctio        expcaceoC 

TURNPIKE  ROADS  iv  the  COUNTY  of  ABERDEEN.  lioet.  thelloaof         execatioc 

M.     F.    Y.  tbeRowU.        the  work. 

Na '1.  From  Abkrbekn  to  Ellon,              -            -  16  1  0  5  L.9000 

S Ellon  to  Peterhead,        -                  «  16  4  0  9  8000 

S Peterhead  to  Fraserburgh,        «                -  18  0  0  5  7000 

4 Ellon        to        Ditto,        <                -  26  0  0  7  13,000 

5 Peterhead  to  New  Pitsligo,               «  16  0  0  S  6400 

6.  Fraserburgh  to  New  Pitsligo,                -  10  5  S  5  3000 

7 Aberdeen  to  Oldmeldrum,  (including  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  the  bridge  over  the  river 

Don,  atDyce),                -                      -  17  4  0  II  12,000 

8 Oldmeldrum  to  Fyvie,          •                -  8  0  0  2  4500 

9 Fyvie  to  Turrifl^            •                    •  8  0  0  4  3000 

10 Turriff  to  Banff,                    •                    -  10  0  0  5  4000 

11 Newburgh  to  Bum  of  Udny,             >  6  2  0  2  2400 

12 Aberdeen  to  Inverury,            ■              -  16  0  0  7  12,000 

13 Inverury  to  Huntly,            -              .  22  O  0  6  12,000 

14 Aberdeen  to  Skene,               «                -  9  0  0  4  9000 

15 Skene  to  Alford,                .                  .  17  4  0  10  5000 

16.  Tarland  to  Dmmlasie,              -                  -  13  0  90  12  4000 

I7«  Aberdeen  to  Charlestown,               -  30  0  0  5  13,500 

260     4  93  102  L.127,800 

Besides  commutation  roads  to  a  still  greater  extent  of  line  in  every  district  of  the  county, 
executed  at  the  expense  oi  the  respective  prqprietors  and  their  tenants. 

The  following  abstract  wiU  exhibit  a  tolerable  view  of  the  very  laige  sums  which  have  been  ex« 
pended  in  the  execution  of  the  various  public  works  and  improvements  in  the  town  and  the  county, 
since  the  year  1794. 

To  the  expense  of  the  new  streets  of  Aberdeen,  ...  L.I7I,000 

...  Dittoof  harbour  improvements,  &C.  .  .  •  127,600 

...  Ditto  of  Bridewell,  •  .  .  .  .  10,000 

Carried  forward,  .  L.308,600 
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Brought  forward,  -  L.S08«60O 

To  Expense  of  new  prison,  -  .  «  «  89OOO 

...  Ditto  of  public  places  of  worsfa^,  erected  by  the  several  oongregations,  •  20>000 

...  Ditto  of  Lunatic  Asylum,  -  -  «  .  2,000 

...  Ditto  of  961  miles,  4  fiirlongs,  and  9S  yards,  of  turnpike  roads  m  the  coun^,  -  127,800 

•..  Ditto  of  StoDiliayen  turnpike  road,  executed  at  the  expense  of  the  treasury  of  Aberdeen,     1 2,000 
...  Ditto  of  Aberdeenshire  canal,  •  ...  44,000 

...  Ditto  of  bridges  over  the  rivers  Dee  and  Don,  one  half  of  the  expense  of  whidi  being 
eontributed  hj  government,  the  other  half  by  the  landed  proprietors  in  the  vicinity, 
beingabont  •  •  •  ■•  7,000 

L.529yi00 
To  these  may  be  added  the  stock  sunk  in  carrying  on  the  Greenland  fishery,  in  which  there 

are  14  ships  employed,  ...  •  112,000 

L.64 1,400 
Besides  improvements  of  the  harbours  of  Peterhead  and  Fraserburgh. 

This  sum  is  grtaify  more  than  the  value  cfthe  fee  simple  tf  the  whole  landed  property  of  the  ioi»H 
and  county,  at  the  time  of  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  in  the  year  1707- 


No.  vni. 

The  collectors  of  the  cess  and  public  taxes  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen  are  Wsaj  Lumsden, 
and  Henry  Lumsden,  Esqrs.  The  following  table,  with  which  they  have  kindly  fiivoured  us,  will 
shew  the  sums  paid  by  the  county  for  the  several  years  under-noted. 

The  valued  rent  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen  is  -  -  UiSSfiSS    8  11   Soots. 

And  the  land  tax,  collected  according  to  that  valuation,  at  the  rate  of 
L.ld  16s.  8d.  Scots,  for  each  L.100  Scottish  money,  is 

Table  of  assessed  taxes  qfihe  county,  Jor  the  following  years. 
To  window  tax,  .  .  « 

...  Inhabited  house  tax,  •  -  - 

..  Male  servants,  «  -  .  » 

...  Private  four-wheel  carriages^  •  • 

...  Post-diaises  ...  . 

...  Stage  coadi       ... 
...  Wheeled  carriagea  with  lesa than  four  wheels, 
...  Carriage  and  saddle  horses,  -^  • 

Daaughl  and  huabMndry  horsey  «  « 

Dqgs,  *  •  « 

Armorial  bearings,  ... 

Hair  powder  tax, 
10  per  cent,  on  dutiea  levied  for  ye«r  ending  Whitsundqr  1808, 

L.1045  14    Si 
Deduct  allowance  for  children,  «  -  217  19  11 


••• 


.•« 


. 

2715 

4  0  SterL 

1808. 

1818. 

L.4oga  4 

6 

L«494l  1 

6 

482  16 

0 

772  16 

9 

680  4 

0 

1474  5 

0 

4^1  0 

0 

664  0 

0 

140  16 

0 

126  0 

0 

0  0 

0 

10  10 

0 

114  0 

0 

292  9 

0 

964  12 

0 

1528  5 

6 

dl4S  17 

6 

2455  6 

6 

972  4 

a 

591  2 

0 

67  4 

0 

127  4 

0 

84  0 

0 

50  10 

6 

827  14    4^ 


L.1 1,299  12     4^  L.12,a81  10    9 
Property  tax  for  the  year  1807,  ending  April  1808,  -  20,571    7  10 

Do.  1815,  1816,  .  27,649  18    7 
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No.  IX. 

Iir  ftnaer  pwti  of  tiiu  work,  (pages  91  and  137),  we  had  oecanoo  to  aotioe^  that  on  tbe  rekom 
of  king  Jamea  VI.  to  visit  his  native  kiogdom,  in  the  year  1617»  After  hia  •oceaaion  to  the  thnme  of 
EBjgkndj  a  poem  w«a  €0ii^BOBe4  hy  David  Wedderbum,  rector  of  the  gmmaar  acfaoel^  at  the  deaire 
of  the  magiatrafteay  for  which  there  was  voted  to  him>  by  the  town  oouncil^  a  wnHineratioo  of  fifty 
merka.  When  thia  circamstanoe  was  noticed,  we  had  not  been  able,  in  the  oouim  of  our  roacarchiw> 
to  dsaeover  that  work;  but  aince;,  we  have  fortunately  found,  in  the  '^  DeUtim poekuum  ScUormm," 
printed  at  Amsterdam,  in  the  year  1637^  Mr.  Wedderbum's  poem  on  the  kii^a  viait  to  Scotland^ 
and  another  on  has  letum  to  Rf^land,  Aathat  publication  is  now  become  very  acaioe,  and  tm  theae 
poena  may  be  regflcded  aa  curiona  by  ra«iy  readers,  weshaU  here  present  them  9m  aapeciBMn  of  the 
anther's  poetical  talents,  and  attaiamenU  in  literature ;  and  mb  a  testimony  of  the  loyalty  and  al- 
tarhmst  of  the  oosMnunify  of  Aberdeen  to  their  sovereign  at  the  time. 

S^fneupkratderum  m  reditu  Begu  im  Sootiam,  I6l7» 


Phobe  vale,  vosque  una  olim  mea  cura  sorores 
Ite  novem:  vanis  vestra  baud  ego  numina  votis 
SoUidtare  paro:  nee  jam  desertaper  alta 
Pamassi  meraptat  cpis  spes  indiga  vestrse: 
Quippe  alium  fiuali  divertitur  orbita  divo 
Ad  Phoebum,  cujus  fiides  mihi  reddita,  anhelo 
Acreis  nescio  quos  stimtilos  sub  pectore  versat. 
JEgide  oonspecta,  ferali  ac  Gofgonis  ore 
Diiiguere  homines  in  saza,  at  sazea  corda 
MoUiat  hsec  &des,  atque  enthea  sense  ministret 
O  dilecta  Deo  fiides  ?  cui  lupiter  ipse 
Cesserit,  setherea  vultus  ut  luce  coruscos 
Induerat,  Semdeque  istos  rediviva  rqposcat. 

Ergo  te  hie  sistis  reducem  Rex  magne  ?  tueri 
Ora  datum ?  &  notes audire  & reddere  voces? 
Qptatam  o  lucem  toUes !  qua  nulla  reluxit 
Candidior,  ne  turn  domita  Babylone  superba 
Magnus  Alexander  magni  cum  flexit  habenas 
Orbis,  &  extremos  suo  sceptra  extendit  ad  Indos. 
Namque  licet  compos  tanti  moderaminis,  ilium 
Attamen  baud  iterum  post  tot  repetita  trophaea 
Di  voluere  unquam  patrios  invisere  fines. 
Numen  et  ecce  tibi  concessit,  ut  ante  senectse 
Stamina  quam  serse  tibi  Clotho  emensa,  revisas 
Majorum,  setatisque  tute  incunabula  prima. 

Ergo  veni,  amplexare  tuos,  ulnisque  tuorum 
Amplexare  aveas  magnorum  o  maxima  r^^um. 
Nee  vero  allidmus  tam  opibus  Gai^etica  tellus 
Quas  fundit ;  donisve,  Ophyre  quae  flava  raminig 
Excoquit  Eois,  vel  quae  Tagus  aurifer  amnis 
In  mare  purpureum  rapidis  devolvit  arenis : 


Qua  fidae  baud  corruptQ  imqnam  libamus  amorem 
Mentis ;  &  hoc  patrem  patrise  te  amplectimur  nno* 
Quin  sua  tda  licet  jam  jam  mors  saeva  minetur. 
Hand  nodtura  tamen  te  viso:  conjugis  umbram 
Laodamia  sui  dc  preasii,  laetaque  vitam 
Exhalasse  viri  memoratur  imagine  capta. 
Quid  vero  amplexus  petimus  tanti  hospitia  ? 

eheu 
Vota  retractamus :  patriae  nam  fiunus  Vlyssi 
Gratis  illecebrisetsi  Lotique  Deasque, 
Solis  inaccessos  habitat  quae  filia  lucos : 
Attamen  amplexus,  baud  nostne  haec  munera  sorti 
Conveniunt,  gemino  queis  vix  par  orbis  ab  axe. 
Alddae  nee  enim  debetur  gloria  tanta, 
Fixerit  seripedem  cervam  licet,  atque  tot  omnes 
S|parserit  in  terras  gravium  monumenta  laborum ; 
Quanta  tibi,  rex  magne,  tibi,  cui  monstra  tre« 

menda 
Edomuisse  datum,  quae  Roma  effudit,  Sc  ipsa 
Viscera  telluris  nostrse :  graviore  perido 
Deucdionaeis  quam  quo  crevere  sub  undis 
Monstra  ea  Phoebeis  quondam  confixa  sagittis. 
Ac  veluti  Herculeus  peregrinas  elite  fiuna 
Tot  liquit  memoranda  kbos  documenta  per  eras : 
Hand  secus  hinc  totum  virtus  tua  fuse  per  orbem. 
Sint  Batavi,  Batavisque  hostis,  at  Iberia  testis, 
Sitque  onmis  Rheni  tractus,  quaque  alta  fluenta 
Vistula  tot  riguos  qpatiose  effimdit  in  agros. 
£t  magna  Hadriad  Veneti  vos  gloria  ponti, 
Nos  (quod  in  hunc  toties  oculos  atque  ora  referre 
Publica  res  moneat)  vos  inquam  appello,  fidemque 


Vestrum 
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Vestram  illam,  quaxn  non  populos  modo  flexerit^ 

atqua 
£t  reges  regat  hie,  &  quam  anus  mole  sua  stet 
Non  ita  Tantalides  juntos  Aulide  Grajum 
Tot  r^^  regumque  atavos,  regumque  nepotes 
Enituit  supra  solio  sttbiiixtts  ebnmo : 
Attt  domus  omnipokens  cseli  cum  panditur^  almus 
Inter  pennistos  Divis  heroas  ab  alto 
lupiter,  &  totum  nutu  cum  concutit  orbem: 
Qualis  consilio  regum  prooenimque  coacto. 
Progenie  hinc>  bis  sasda  decern  numerataque  ftstis 
Quam  tot  aevomm  eflfert  series  longissima  regum : 
Hinc  veri  atque  SBqni  aolerti  indagine,  Phoebus 
Quoe  videty  hie  reges  unus  supereminet  omnes; 
Scilicet  is,  digno  virtus  quse  prindpe  digna. 
Quid  jus  fasque  ferant,  suus  &  qui  r^^ibus  altis 
Constet  honos^  magna  prodamat  voce  per  omnes 
Teme  oras^  sopitque  ignes,  quos  monstra  paranmt 
Igneo  ab  Ignati  quibus  ordine  fiuxit  origo. 
Monstra,  quibus  non  Armenise  deserts  peragrat 
Sanguinis  innocuti  tigris  sitientior  ulla. 
Blanda  quidem  specie^  sed  si  penetralia  mentis 
Pervi%  serpentnm  pateant  spiramina  mille> 
Mille  nooendi  artes,  quibus  baud  requiesve  mo- 

dusve. 
lUa  Deus,  supers  contemptum  luds  ut  etas 
Nostn  luaty  Stygiis  emeirgere  pignora  noctis 
Sedibus  est  passus :  dedit  haec  canis  ora  trifauds ; 
Argi  oculos,  cervique  aures,  unguesque  Cdenus, 
Eumenidumque  alas,  ac  qui  tegit  omnia  vultum 
Ambiguum  Protd,  nunc  hunc,  nunc  protinus  il- 
ium. 
At  quamcunque  novent  fadem,  quamcunq;   ^ 

guram 
Pectoris  induerint,  manet,  sBtemumque  manebit 
Consilium  hoc,  reges  soelerato  ezscindere  ferro. 

At  vero  Calais  Zethesque  ut,  syderefitusto 
Pulchro  satos  Borea  quos  edidit  Orithya, 
Obscoenas  dirasque  procul,  Phineia  mensa 
Vt  foeda  sine  labe  foret,  pepulere  volucres ; 
Haud  aliter,  rex  magne,  Aquilo,    Septemque 

triones 
Ter  gemino  cujus  jactant  se  subdere  oolla 
Imperioi  Harpyjas,  Roma  indignante^  rapaces 
Has  procul  exegisti,  atque  h»c  tibi  monstra 
subacta 


Ingenii  fa^lids  acumine,  quod  tibi  in  uno 
Te  omando  eese  major  Tritonia  Pallas 
Annuit,  &  sacrant  divini  oracula  verbL 
Noctes  atque  dies  quae  dum  perpendis,  &  acri 
ludicio  rimaris,  abis  ad  tempora  prisca, 
Teque  tuere  honmi  ezemplo,  sive  impius  auras 
Arrius  ad  superas  remeet,  Phlegetonte  relicto ; 
Seu  nova  procudant  alii  siia  dogmata,  sectas 
Vt  foveant:  que  (proh)  tot  sucerevere,  quot  us- 

quam 
Pene  urbes  sacra  lotse  baptismatis  unda 
HSnc  ferra  bella  movent,  8c  dum  concurrere  ferro 
Sic  properant,  ferrum  oognata  in  viscera  condunt. 
Haud  secus  ezanguis  Cadouei  dentibns  orti, 
Quosve  ita  prognatos  mirata  est  Colchica  tellus, 
Fratenus  in  se  veid  ceddere  sub  aimis. 
Interea,  quorum  est  tantos  oomponere  motus, 
Reges  non  id  agunt,  podto  ut  certamine,  Christi 
Mystics  memtoi  qptent  corpus  coalescere  in  unu. 
Ast  alise  hos  agitant  curse,  quin  fiamma  perenne 
Duretutista,  adhibent  studiumq;  operamq;  pe« 

renneuL 
Tu  vero  antiquse  ad  fidd  primaeva  reducis  . 
Dogmata,  &  unire  haec  oonaris  ovilia  sparsa, 
Dum  non  paatores  sequeris,  quos  devius  error 
Nozia  didudt  per  pascua,  nuda  sed  usque 
Christi  sanctorumque  premu  vestigia  patrum. 
O  d  oonsodes !  non  duso  limine  lani 
Augustus,  tanto  non  Ccmstandnus  honore 
Magnus  se  jacte^  quantum  virtutibus  addet 
Hoc  meritum,  meritisque  tuis  haec  maxima  vittus. 
Nee  Constantino  tot  pectoris  indita  quondam 
Munera,  quot  tibi  suntpraesto,  d  expendere  saeda 
Haec  perversa  sinant ;  quae  bdla,  faeu  faorrida  bella 
Irrequieto  agitant  ammo :  padsque  reddunt 
Semina  prima,  unam  mentem,  &  cor  caelitus  unQ. 
Sed  pads  studiosus  amor,  sed  dextera  semper 
Innocua,  ac  mentis  seu  vis  ilia  insita,  rerum 
Seu  longo  ooUecta  usu  prudenda  certant 
Te  deoorare  adeo,  ut  dubium,  diademate  rex  sis 
Major  an  ingenio :  quo  non  spedosior  ardet 
Chrysolithus,  quamvis  native  interlitus  auro^ 
Namque  illud  tanta  iUustrat  dementia,  ut  ipsos 
Imo  hostes  super  irradiet,  licet  obvia  ab  ortu 
£t  gravia  &  vidbus  repetita  pericula  multis. 
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Toq ;  ad6o  roc  mague  agedom,  nc  peige,  nee 


Impediant  Mnetos  malesuw  ac  hosttea  jnsaim 
Conailia,  ant  quae  din  fovent  moliniina  vota. 
Si  Dens  hand  contra,  quia  contra  inaoigere  tentet  ? 
Ille  tooa  hoates,  oea  cent  liqaeadt  ab  igne, 
Coctilia  in  acmpoa  utteata  resolvitiir,  omnea 
Conterety  atque  ane  necteni  aiU  retia  poen«. 

Extern  ri  regna  haec  ooneofdiafcsdera  pada 
Reapuerint  peritnra  aoi,  ut  Nardssas^  amore: 
Perge  tantfiij  rex  perge  tooa  nnirey  nee  ullae 
SeUiquiafr  invidi«  aidiBint  veteramve  malorum: 
Inque  unom  ooetom  &  legea  ooeamua  in  unaa. 
HinOj  Teluti  qiua  molta  virom  jam  Mecala  Tidt. 
Viaeeribiis  terrs  pemlna  deiligitiir  aitxMy 
Brachiaqiie  extendit,  que  non  aapenie  vel  Auatri 
Frncipitea  valeanty  vel  fidrainia  alitia  ine. 
Nenpe  oahon  CSuriati  tfflidfff  Iwndaiiiine  fff>dfit 
Hie  poaitora  anaa,  aie  te  tria  regna  anb  nno 
Foedera  amicitigr  tandem  haec  inttnra  perennia. 
^tij  tola  hase  y«*^w^»  ftrtntiaaea^  iwwr^py  parentia 
Vnionatune  eat,  gremio  dam  pontna  opaoo 
Se  terras  jnarniiatj  domqoe  oaeula  matna  cqptat  ? 
Hine  mom  in  eeleri  decmmnt  flnmina  liqiaa 
Oeeanmn,  Ooeanua  veAnaa  poat^gerit  undaa, 
Cnramque  hia  variant  vicibua,  Tariantqoe  recnraua, 
Hme  elemmta  fovena  aer  ae  espandil  ad  omnea 
Terraaque,  tractoaqae  maria,  genitalia  &  iade 
Humor,  ds  inde  hominil  ac  pecuda^  ^^iteqi  vo- 
lantuuL 

At  caeli  hoa  campoa  liquidoa  enaxia  uterque 
Excinit  ^***p  |^i|m  ^     x  anta  eat  cftncflfnia  rcruoa* 
Comj^exua  diveOe  ialoa!»  luxataque  fiant 
MembnyhaBCongenereapartea,  en  protinuaomnia 
In  diaoa  antiquum  reditura  haec  machina  mundi. 
Sic  rerum  natura  parena  his  nexibua  omnea 
Mollit»  &  in  noatri  pemtna  conapirat  amorenL 
Tum  aedeauna  eaty  uno  coonmaona  ponto, 
Vni  hoatea^  uno  twwfiiqMff  ligamine  pada 
ETinoti,  atque  una  h«c  Aictoi  dimatb  auiUy    • 
Vna  &  lingua,  atque  una  fidea,  Deua  unua,  &  unua 
Bex,  decna  atque  tni  merito  para  maxima  rcgni* 

Qus  TCTO  comitum,  quae  tania  li«c  tnifoa  tuorQ  ? 
Saxonidum  praefecti  arvia,  ipaique  yetuata 
Saxonidum  de  gente,  tuia,  en  Scotia,  rcgnia 
Sucoedunty  atabiUaque  tibi  quin  pads  olivam 
Ftatendunt  jpaigne  manu^  quae  apicula  vibrana 


Olim  acie  instructa,  noatrdque  imbuta  cmore 
Fortunam  hie  belli  totiea  experta  jriceaque  est 
Turn  vero  alteriua  oertatom  est  dadibus,  efaeu ! 
Devotasque  aniraaa  morti  per  tela,  per  hostea 
Dum  ruere  approperant,  no  flentia  ab  ubere  matris 
Pignora  flexerunty  non  chane  conjugis  ulli 
Amplexua,  non  arra  aiiia  viduata  colonis. 
Hen  desolataa  urbes !  beu  conjuge  caasaa 
Tot  viduaa,  diaria  pueroaque  paxentibua  orboa  P 

Alme  Pater  takm  bine  noatria  avertitopestem 
Finibua:  & pacem divino  rdbore firmans 
Hunc  laetum  Sootiaque  diem,  Tamesique  profectis 
Esse  vdia,  noatroaque  hijgus  meminisse  nepotes. 
Ad  sit  laetitiae  Baodiua  dator,  6c  bona  oomu 
Copia.  Magnanimoa  namq;  hand  furibunda  fla« 

gello 
Sangnineo  Bdkna  duoea  jam  poadt  ad  arma, 
Teaaera  non  caedit  aignum,  non  flomina  inundant 
Sanguine:  aed  poaitia armia  in aaeda  recurrunt 
Aurea,  ft  aetenib  firmiaaima  inndamentia. 

Sic  eat,  atque  hilares  libeat  tmnamittere  ludo 
Hincnoctea,  atque  inde  diea:  juvat,enjuvat,  alta 
Pervolitare  juga,  ant  vaaio  quae  asevua  in  antro 
Abdit  aper  catoloa.    Sic  poadt  odora  canum  yia, 
£t  lato,  rex  magne,  tua  hsec  venabula  ferro, 
Quaeque  fieras  reddit  fiiciles  hsec  mitior  aurae 
Temperiea,  atq ;  avidia  ja  subdita  flamma  medollis. 
Nam  Venua,  ut  blandii  inapiret  per  pectoraamore^ 
Nunc  Piqihou,  Idaliumqne  auum,  nunc  alta  Cy« 

them 
Linquenay  nota  aubit  pladde  apdsea  ferarum : 
Ouaa  actaa  casda  "^SMftM^'*  tihi.  ma^wiMi  reffum. 
Cogit  avMDM,  rancoa  renovant  dum  comua  flatua  i 
Montium  Sc  aaaenau  vox  ingeminate  ramugit. 
Saltibua  ecce  etiam  Fanni,  Dr3radesque  rdictis^ 
Viigineisque  chona  aooedit  Delia  dncta, 
Ddia  qun  mcerena,  te  nen^  abaente,  tot  annoa 
Spreverat  aima  ania  nimium  deaueta  triumphia. 

At  oomitum  e  ktebria  alias  pavitantia  turbant 
Agmina  oarvorum  jacula,  convallibua  imia 
PnKsiintant  alias,  ederi  juga  summa  Tolata 
Contendunt  auperare  alias :  aimul  emicat  ardena 
Venator,  curauque  levea  prasvertitur  Euroa : 
Nee  prioaabaistit  quam  aixua  arundine  cervua, 
Quiaquia  is,  in  vacuia  moribundua  conddat  arvis. 

His  ubi  finis  erat»  tandem  Rex  optimey  luatraa 
Tellttrem  patriam,  quoquo  veatigia 


8? 
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Quoquo  ooulo%  pan  nulla  tais  nonindtjtafiMtb 
Ostentat  immninpntaL    AquOae  hie,  Romaiaqiie 

«giui 
Cessero:  hie  Dttio  de ingenti  eMota  trophsMU 
Vltima  h  in  cineres  oQHapwi  hie  gloria.  Piclis: 
Brittonmn  at  iodg  plaga  eft  trirti  eommiwia  daella 
Vtraque  quat  esMlea  menteavefaata  prions 
Ingenua  pacem  nnanimi  jam  peetore  iqpirat 
Hanc  regea  atatoiaae  iiiiMm  dienntur :  at  iate 
Nobilitaot  regnm  einerea^  maneaqpie  aepoldtta. 
Hie  rur8U8'eunaM{ue>  Lareaque,  ft  chara  Pboafeea 
Numiiia,  qua^  prima  quondam  tibi  oonacmlocia: 
Hie  PoatqiUHn  flrmate  vinmi  te  ftearit  aetaa 
Exeruit  tna  ae  nitua,.variqa#  Uboria 
Foftiina^  uaqae adeotolami^clMatapar  orbonu 
Sie  ocuhM  rex  paace,  urget  breve  labilia  asvi 
Curriettlum>  aeroaque  aeni  qu8»  liibricat  amioe 
Canitiea:  niai  tea  primoa  lolaua  ad  annoa 
Vt  rediit  dubia  teetia  lanagine  malia^ 
Hoe  eeli  traetu,  pian>  hoc  natalia  ft  hanata 
Aeria,  addat  idem  lononia  muneria  Hebe, 
Et  plenia  renovata- fluent  tiln  aCamina  ftiaiai 
Sicque  utinam  eveniat  memor  iaia  yolubilia  artaa ! 
Qua  tame ;  hiec  tanqnam  nunqui  hinc  <$emend» 

per  aeruy 
Dii  licety  hauri  oculia  avidia.  Vt  pompa  deorQ 
Invitat !  Neptunua  eqnoa,  daaaeaque^  virilea 
Mara  animoa,  aegeteaque  Cerea,  Njfmphoq;  8a« 

lubrea 
Dant  fontea,  altia  ft  flumina  montibua  orta, 
Sive  Caledoniis  decurrant  finiboa,  aocta 
Grampiua  haec  oano  aeu  vertioe  fimdat,  ut  oraa 
Lambat  Abredoniie,  quippe  addietiaaima  ragi 
lata  auo,  ft  reliquaa  aupra  officioaa  aOTorea, 
Illae  uaqiae  officiia  eelel^ea  licet  omnibua  onmea. 
Vin'  florea?  rident  horti  hinc,  bine  prajta,  ooioIlaB' 
Dmn  calathia  aoa  dona  Iqi^t  nectuntque  Napeea^. 
Quin  ipaa  invitat  ca^li  indulgentia,  amioe 
Cnnctaque  conapixant  elementa,  tepentibna  aiuia 
Laxant  arva  ainua,  atque  omnia  ubique  reeedit 
Flatua,  nt  aequoreia  placide  ae  attempeiet  undia. 

Turn  natalitiam  veluti  ai  laeCa  noyarent 
Fata  tibi  lucem  (livor  depaverit  atria 
Se  licet  in  tenebria)  totaa  delubra  per  urbea 
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LaBtitiam,  j^uausque  paisum,  popuHqpeaaomdaa 
More  novo  ingeminant,  dom  aiderm  voce  laeeaaunt. 
Cum  teneria  pneri^.  matsea^t^  nnriai^i  pnriHa» 
Edocturi  inter  menaaa  veatigia'  qnondam  [Tqne 
QuaB  toa,  quaava  in^Bn&uibaaimplcveria  hoapea. 

Quin^adeo  tanuia  ai  quondam  zuxa  Mntnuahi 
Alcidas,  magno  qnamvia  Imna  ineaamcnta; 
Sique  ipai  ]dacuere  lovi  tva  tecta  PUhemoft; 
Scotia  mmne  tibi  plaoeattna^  mamimflTagum  ? 
Dive8:agria9  opibuaqaepoten%qoaaeKigiln8tt8 
Vit«  etiam  illuatria :  magia  aat  opidente^  aupcine 
Quaff  tibi  concaaaa  eal^  vita^  tn  gi0cia.noats% 
Tu  gaaasj  nostmmque  tiwafti^fOBacoponaa 
Fulgorem,  UmdeaqiieqaxbaaHiavaaliftgaBMbnt 
Pectora,  utindigcaiiak  MmnnDa^ftnoakrvtotills 
Oppidhy  m^iwitfff  hand'taujWML  Vg"*^-  ^y^'^y  mjmkMvm^ 
Mcenia,  aed  daxtna  f^partanie,  vincola  fiade^ 
Teate  vel  invidiam  nunqnam-aervilia  paaaaw 
Quid?  Jiricti  avvind  poCiieae^'aa  oaderepidai 
Soot^ponaB^  qiionuii  vieea  abpwinoliRtagQBta 
Aggeribua  foaaiaque  ipa»eBtcohibaa»  ooaeta. 
Itomae%  qiUD-Ilatbiaii^|eoitftaBiui  auparibia 
Libera  eoUa  jugo^  tibaaio  dat  anhdila  iagi« 
Vt  roaea  8ealuoedieairelagaiaar>  opacia 
Seu  tenabna  nitidna  nox  kM«m  iDraibcarit  ataa; 
latia  nolm  dopnnaiBion-eompuait  aBUWHtvatia. 

En  noa,  aumaao  Roeni^  vitaBcpte  anciaq;  po^ 


Qaem  pebea  eat  aomtti  maritaa  tflri  aalyhnua  «ii 
Ore  animoque  uno  gxatea :  quod  veacimnr  aura 
Vitali,  qnod  amiea  tegit  cancariiapaaBii 
Haeo navek  toav^gaa,  paoooi diaooadyniaanniiu 
Quod  pia  aacrati' aeqoimur  oompeadia  varii^ 
Muneria  uaqua  tui  totum  aac  Tu  fimtoi^  ft  antoru 
Quippe  illom  ineolumenpriMtaa^  quo.aoapita  aao« 
Publica  rea^  kbente  labat,  tmctura  roiiiam:    £pea 
Cum  aonitu  ingentam.  Qnaei  no  pater  opktme^  vin* 
Haee  retro  in  pejua  f  aigmlia  iwrla  tttBWMP»  [[cant 
Da  pater>  ovotia;  Atqoe  vt  virtotiaimago^ 
Et  regnn  exemplar  vivmn  rm.  ominedaflttrD. 
Hactanua  hoenaaoUtua Her,  aio  aalnK,ft'«»que. 
Auapieiia  ketia'  ftuatoar  hmc  iter  eanvromlta^ 
Btloogum,  at  dnkia  pttriaamaaaory  eangataaruau 
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£t  ]aickrynasimjpemid  mori»  quas  fiindere  mmtat 
Bfl^eabemHe  jubct;  -fatevw  hite^  modo  posoere 

Vosque  De«,  Bm&gae.B^gu,  fluitiuitia  loea, 
Bt  volocBBB  iiihH>«te  aa^:  «ime  'hostieaflelltts. 
Quae  vobb  luM|^lf!^Hhl^  nm  dukedine  r^^etn 
PatiumcsmleetBcfiteyinec  ema  8uonsm> 
Nee  lacryntte  jaiwfia  cannfHag  qnettilma  ude ; 
Sed  Biesrta  aidm«  n^gi  aenlentut  aodit, 
Natali.nnev^  nlo>  fttliDilnia  loto 
Aufipiciif  psigB^  i^fAyh*  ftelkAiia  arvia. 
Aft  'unum  anic  (finsde  .iniiu  tkb  .poaccve  nQgrnu^ 
Dum  ^profWHt^  Jentai  {onqMrat,  apatiuniqve  lo- 

quad 
Vel  nndieun  <iioslrt>  ydit  ^mdolfeM  kbovi. 

Haic  iilii  jartottaflTy  ■idfanmt  «m  lttrnitni>niveg» 
PriniaquejileUigiD,  ^uamfnjwtaa,  IcIjpaalkK'doeti 
CffCuudant^ .  faaram  irax  flttiaa  -niaaa  iper  Maln^ 
IiniUM<rDa«iraaTBB|  &  n<m«nnitabile  cartoaa 
Sic  ciety  lit  pkEMnda-hombufpriua-ffiiink  oedat, 
ThreiciiiBiqve«iiipadeat»  ae  Jitdiea;,  vstem. 
In  pfltritm*  A««^  Pmiihi  ■iii|iiinirj  jfuMjuandida  tota 
Dum  ptttit,  a^'iooUi  Jem-madaMfciir  hafafenaa  ; 
Vaque  Odadonioa  fwr  wmmn  kmuiie  finaa 
Respioit' :  at  cumilein  'leatam  :Pmdailui  laote 
Incrapflt^  •atqae  uUsorqpianto  via  longa  labon 
Oofrqpieiida,  mimet:  veqnitur'Constaiitia  diva» 
Qn$m  fovtft apoqAem'Supeiia  Aatnea  friidia^ 
.Squior  Ine  votiaviafeit^Tevoeatque  aetoraa. 

Intanaaocanruit  ChantaiyiBenennda  pegpagOL 
Eunonia  prognata  ohm,  par  omnibus  ataa. 
Par  species^  Aglaja, -Tfaaliaquey  laetitifleque 
Euphrosyne  mater  prius,  at  nunc  tristior  azem 
Prona  petit,  aufqdezque  humili  sic  voce  profatur : 

Ergone  abis  r^gum  flos  unioe  ?  nectua  spectas 
Gaudia  ut  has  oras  tecum  fbgitiTa  relinquant, 
Aut  haec  noatra  qoibus  permutea  finibus  arva  ? 
Gens  annis  opibusque  potens  adeunda,  fttemur, 
Et  quam  temperie  coeli,  quamque  ore  diserto, 
Quam  specie  Angelica  melior  Natura  bearit : 
At  non  ilia  tibi  prima  incunabula  lucis, 
Non  prime  usuram,  primos  non  aeris  haustus 
Contulit :  has  laudes  terra  hec  sibi  vendicat  una. 


£t  tamen  banc  linquans^  iUam  tibi  deligis  unam. 
Ergo  Bttum  ^sylvis  Aquilo  imitator  jionorem 
Decutere,  icDryadum  nemorainter  firondea  acenis 
Illuvies,  necpastorum  Paaana canentum 
Naiades  socie^  (per  -te  pastorabus  etsi 
Vberior  solito  merces)  pecudesque  suete 
Luxuriave  priua,  mute,  .mutaqoe  volucresj 
iBthera  que  liquide  cantu  mulsere  petite 
Dum  te  r9g0  suo :  Zephyri  Aon^ausa  susurri^^ 
Non  sti^pitu  rivi,  non  flomina-muimu^  gaudent. 
Quin  etivn  fivna  bb^  NyiiHphas  sub  mpe  jacentes 
Non  vitseo  undamim  aotosMib-mannofelttaoa 
Fingere,  vel  aatmare  hylia  ana  .penae  oelov^ 
Sed  desiderio  lento  tabeaoaie ;  Sc  usque 
Te  venietitedje,  ta  deoedente  vaeare. 
Pastum/ajrersati  ^sarvi,  ^dtfmeqne  ftigaeea 
Luoem  avarsate  6olia»  .pvocnl  faidumetis 
Vitaaa  agvamque  iaxipeiitqiie  Imdiunt :  'lieet  imme« 

anorartia 
Ddia  Ida,  ^ot  Is  coinites,  aeque  abdat  in  antrk.  « 
Nam  neque  jam  cordi  comites,  neque  tela»  reoessus 
Te  nemorum  Unqueiite  aacros^  &.aaMBna  ¥iieta« 
Quin  ne  ipaum  luctua^xaava  eelum.  eeceriepente 
Scotorum  jam  adveraua  equoaSol  jungst  ab  ori^ 
Conditus  'in  mibem  &  Libje  devttiais.in  Auatro^ 
Sol  (Bomes  inde  tui  aaaosaua, cames  inderaettiauq. 
Sic  obstrkta  liln  eat  edeatia^eeraere'SigBa. 
Queque  tufbea  niqper  .lete  iKyvtt  earmina  i^gi 
Praaenti  caciiie»  libi  pkuauque  firemeatas 
Indulsere  eheria^'epiiUa  tftiriliqne  panada 
R^gifioo  Ittxu,  aoeionim  aasMcacere  menaia 
Queisque  voluptati  socios,  queis  numina  testes 
Affectus  (qualis  tandem  genitore  reducto 
Distinuere  diu  quem  trans  maris  equora  venti 
Pertentat  natorumanimos,  parvosque  nepotes) 
Nunc  vice  (ut  baud  unqua  constant  sibi  gaudia^ 
Et  tecum^  ereptis  Musis  se  solvere  luctu      [^versa 
Heu  nequent.  Talis  tanti  est  praesentia  Regis. 
Haetenos:  A  lachrymis  in  moesta  cadentibus 
ora. 
Cetera  non  potuit.  Subit  hinc  Aghga  serena 
Fronte  magie  niveas  atque  interfusa  papillaa 
Gratia  letitiam  lachrymis  immiscet  amaris. 
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Hscc  ante :  Hunc  urbes  pressenmt  carde  dolore, 
Sootia  quotquot  habet,  non  has  ribi  consda  virtus, 
Van  fcecimda  virum  tellas,  non  atria  cultu 
Splendida  regali  flectunt  Tu  quippe  Camcenis 
(Vnde  toia  fluxit  numeria  non  publica  vena), 
Dum  comitatufl  abis,  rex,  maadme,  pangere  carmen 
Heu  meritum  nequennt,  memoreaqoe  ezpendere 

grates, 
Qnas  tibi,  quasqne  choro  procemm^  comitiunqne 

rtnonuD, 
Angligenisque  tois  satrapis,  tua  Scotia  debet 
Luget  Edinburgum  hoc  r^gni  caput;,  2ioc  Taodunil 
Celigenum  donum  Sterlinum,  Glascua,  Fanum 
Andreas,  Aonidum  colnraen,  sophieqne  palestre : 
At  tarn  supra  alias  Abredonia  mcesta  aorores, 
IDatuum  quamsupm  alias  peraensit  amorein. 
Quern  si  non  jactet,  jaoeat  jam  ingloria,  &  omni 
Parta  tot  hospitil  offidis  laus  oonddat  aevo. 
Nam  Ptolemei  etsi  Devana  Abredmiia  sedo 
Dicta  olim  (Dea  Deva  rAnt)  se  mille  per  amios, 
Quingentosque  stetisse  probarit,  mille  per  annos 
Quingentosq;  tamen  majaoL  tunid  munem  nacta 

est* 
Hujusenimilleahertu  conditor;  ntque  Camillua  ^ 
Bomse,  sic  nostrse  renovaa  lundsmina  sedis 
Prima,  tno  summo  tibf  saffingante  Senatn. 
Nee  satis  hoc,  isti  sed  dum  prdudisamori, 
niostres  huc.missi  Equites  sic  se  ore  ferentes, 
Vt  qui  non  uUis  yetferum  virtute  secnndL 
Scilicet  his  placuit  bona  sic  conoordia  (nostre 
Limina  lirfois),  nostris  adscripti  iit  dvibus  omen 
Firment,  jam  leges  fiitorum  poscere  gentem, 
Vtraque  ut  auspidis  gens  his  ooalescat  in  unam. 


Namqne  ut  nos  hilares  solida  inter  gaudia  nocstes 
Egerimus,  testes  vestro  hoc  damore  secundo 
Quae  firemuere  via?.  Ban- Accord,  Abredonia  testis 
Testes  tot  choreas  Bacchi  inter  pocula  laetae. 

MacteanimiSdiomoa alter:  quam prodis amorc 
Tu  lectos  mittendo  equites  Aquilonis  ad  oras. 
Tarn  vim  judicii,  &  mentis  r^gaHs  honores 
Accumulando  istis,  quos  tractus  nubium  in  altos 
Evehit  incoetum  generoso  pectus  honestOi 
Hec  Aglaja :  preces  superaddit  terda,  curm 
lamiiigiente:  dies  namque  indinabat  Iberi 
Gurgitis  ad  metas;  ocnlis  tamen  ilia  sequuta 
(Dum  licuit)  curmm,  cupide  fiiventia  menti 
Longius  assueto  cemebant  lumtna,  vota  hsec 
Dum  geminat,  tenditque  menus  cum  voce  supinas : 

Vos  arva,  atque  metus  mihi  consda  flunina» 

wgi 
Si  qua  secundameo;,  vestros  sic  usque  colonos 
Sospitet  alma  Ceres,  undasque  recludere  dukes 
Sic  aveant  du]oe,^nitidoac  aigenteus  ore 
Fons  saMat,  vivua  scatebnsque  perennibus  auctua 
Finibua  incbhmiett  hunc  Tiunesinis  reddite  regni 
nelicias  triplids :  quibus  an  quid  magis  ab  aroe 
Sol  videt  ethecca?  grsmio  vel  Dadak  tellua 
Condpit,  Ooeani  refluia  qua  dngitur  uadia  ? 
VosqueEurioohibete  animos,  irasque  minaces, 
Turbida  ne  valeant  eSundere  nubila  vires : 
Sibilet  aura  tamen  levior,  que  regis  ad  auras 
MoUius  ista  ferat :  R^gis  tenet  An^ia  corpus 
Qttinanimumq;  sed  usque  aninuhijua  Sootia  pars 
Dixerat :  aurige  torto  insonuare  flagdlo :         j^fit. 
Luminis  interea  firenis  per  aperta  solutis 
JEquooL  praedpitana  adem  jam  etfiigerat  axiiB» 
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CORRECTIONS  AND  ADDITIONS, 


BY  THE  AUTHOR. 


Paoe  2,  line  10«  qfUr  Buchanness,  add  or  perhaps  rather 

6,  Note,  line  7>  for  this  had,  read  These  operations  had 

7,  line  24,  far  cannot  with  any  degree  of  certainty  be  ascertained,  read  we  find  it  extmndj 

difficult  to  ascertain 

8,  Note,  line  7»  ^  Malienl,  read  Malenil 

9i  Note,  line  2,  yor  quietes,  reodquietoa 

9#  Note--»The  two  diarters  granted  by  William  the  Lion  to  the  burgesses,  in  the  year  119& 

are  both  of  the  same  date  and  tenor,  and  witnessed  by  the  same  personages  as  we  have 
already  noticed ;  but  they  differ  a  little  in  sonke  of  the  words,  and  in  the  mode  of  taom 
tracting  them.  A  copy  of  one  of  those  has  been  annexed  as  a  note  to  page  9;  theotlier 
has  been  engraved,  and  fronts  that  pi^*  The  following  is  aeomplete  copy  of  i^  witb* 
out  contractions  :— 

WiLLiiLHus  Dei  gratia  Rex  Scottorum  Episcopis  Abbitibus  Conutibus  Bironibus  Justiciariis 
Vicecomitibus  F^epositis  Ministris  et  omnibus  probis  hominibus  totius  terre  sue  derids  et  laiois  ss- 
lutem  sciant  presentes  et  futuri  me  in  perpetuum  quietos  clammaase  bnigenses  meos  de  Abeidon  'a 
tolneio  de  propriis  catallis  suis  per  totum  Regnum  meum  pro  bono  servido  quod  idem  burgenses 
md  mihi  fecerint  Et  ideo  volo  ut  nullum  per  R^pium  meum  dent  tolneium  de  propriis  eataHia 
Buis  et  fiimiter  predpio  ut  ubicunque  in  Regno  meo  venerint  perpetuoa  tolndo  quied  sint  de  pro- 
priis catallis  suis  Quare  prohibeo  firmiter  nequis  in  R^;no  meo  eos  injuste  vezare  presumpmat  in 
eadgendo  ab  ds  de  propriis  catallis  eorum  tolndum  super  meam  plenariam  foris&cturam.  Testibua 
BIcardo  Episcopo  Momvie  Comite  Dunecano  Jusddario  Oillediristo  Comite  de  Mar  Willidmo  et 
Waltero  Capellanis  mds  Philippo  de  Val<Hiiis  Alano  filio  Rollandi  Constabulario  WilUdmo  de 
Haia  M^Uidmo  Giffiffd  Unifrede  de  Berkeley  Henrico  Reud  Thoma  Thancart  Yvone  de  Veteri 
ponte  Waltero  filio  Sibaldi  Apud  Aberdon  xzvin  die  Augustu 

Paob  9»  sdd  to  Note,  Ime  25,  Walter,  the  son  of  Sybald 

This  WaUems^iuM  Sybaldi  is  often  mentioned,  as  a  witness,  in  the  charters  of  that  period,  as 
wdl  as  his  father  Syhaldus,  who,  in  the  i29th  folio  of  the  register  of  the  priory  of  St  An<i 
drew's,  penes  Mr.  Maule,  is  styled  Dominui  Sybaldue  Miles  de  Meomis.  They  are  both  also 
frequently  named  in  the  cartulary  of  the  abbey  of  Arbroath,  particularly  in  the  foundation 
duurter  by  William  the  Lion,  where,  among  other  donations  to  that  Abbey,  is  noticed,  ''  Et 
tenam  iUam  de  Munethen  (hodie  Mondynes)  quam  Philippus  de  Malevill  et  Eva  Sponsa  sua 
ds  dederunt,  et  quam  WaUerusJUius  St^haldi  dedit  predicto  Philippo  in  maritagium  cum  pre« 
dicta  Eva  filia  sua."    From  this  period,  the  SUMds  of  Kair  continued  to  be  among  the 

greatest 
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greatest  landed  proprietors  in  Meams  until  about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century^  and  are 
now  represented  by  Stuart  of  Inckbreck,  directlj  and  lineally  descended  of  them.  We  have 
been  favoured  with  this  information  by  Fhvfessor  John  Stuart  of  Marischal  College,  who  is 
now  the  only  surviving  descendant  of  this  ancient  family. 

Pagb  17>  Note,  line  10th, /or  40,000,  read  14,000 

To  the  last  Note  of  page  17th,  add.  The  castle  seems  to  have  been  of  some  importance^n  the  be« 
ginning  of  the  reign  of  Alexander  III.  In  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  of  Scotland,  for  the  year 
1264,  we  find  that  Andrew  de  Garuiaoh,  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  allowed  in  his  accounts  the 
fdlowing  articles  :— 

Item  capellano  ministranti  in  capella  castri  de  Abirdene  de  illo  anno  v  marcas  Item  de  illo 
anno  unam  marcaro  Item  magn>  R.  oementario  ad  operadonem  castri  zx  marcas  de  quibus 
respondebit 

Item  in  carriagio  deoem  doliorum  vini  de  naui  us(^  castrmn  cum  windag  zf^ 

Page  20,  Ime  14,  after  territories,  add  in  the  county  of  Abcardaen 

« 22,    «..     7a  llft^^ffpory,  add  Such  is  the  effect  of  oustom,  that,  at  the  paesent  day,  thf 

people,  immediately  <m  leaving  the  church  after  forenoon's  sermon  on  Sunday,  proceed 
directly  to  the  terrace  of  the  Casdehill,  without  having  any , particular  okgect  ii|  vieii> 
Thu  practice  has  been  in  observance  for  time  immemorial  ... 

......  29,  line  IS,  Jar  its  acoOHipIishment,  rcoif  for  payment  of  the  stipulated  sum 

«» 50,  line  16,  Jiur  on  the  throne,,  read  to  the  throne 

61,    ..,  S7,/€irhe£ifre,rmdin&onta£^''^oU,aiihe/(Mdqfthesa$nepage'^ 

the  Chambevkin's  aooounts  for  the  year  1412,  that  the  governor  was  allowed  for  hia 
kboBTs  and  expense  attending  this  ^eiqpedition  against  Donald,  L.122  17s.  4d. ;  for 
oonstructing  a  fort  at  Inverness,  for  the  utility  of  the  kingdom  against  Doi^dd,  L.151 ; 
and  iar  stones  sent  to  Inverness,  victuals,  and  carriagq^  L.32  10s.  Sd^^-FoLiii  p.  4fl. 
Page  62,  line  21,  far  accomplished,  read  fulfilled 

79,    .r.  •  5,  for  during  this  sera,  which,  read  during  this  period.    These 
.  80,    ...  19,  for  this  form  of  rule,  read  this  mode  of  conducting  the  election 
.  B4,  after  line  14,  add.  The  lands  of  Rubislaw^  which,  by  the  modem  improvements  and  exf 
tenrion  of  the  town,  have  become  of  very  great  value,  were  granted  to  the  magistrates, 
council,  and  community,  by  Robert  JI.  ^y  a  charter,  dated  at  Kindrocht,  or  castle  of 
Braemar,  20th  of  August,  1380.     They  were  afterwards  annexed  to  theboiongh  by  a 
ohartcr  firom  -King  James  VL  dated  at  Falkland,  17th  July,  l6l7»  and  ratified  inpav* 
Itament^  June  28th,  1638 ;  but  the  proper^  had  been  feued  out  to  a  vassal,  in  the 
middle 4if  the  sixteenth  century,  fora trifling  feu  duty. 
,  87,  line  3,  ydr  in  this  sera,  read  during  this  period 
>  91,  last  line  of  Note,  for  lemma,  read  limina 
,  98,  line  1,  for  appropriated  for,  read  appropriated  to 
.101,  ...  25,  fnr  In  the  course  of  this  epoch,  read  In  the  course  of  this  period 
.102,  N<ne,  Bt  Heirship  moveabUe.^^These  are  die  best  of  certahi  moveable  goods  idiich  be- 
longed to  the  ancestor  at  the  time  of  his  death.    Tlie  heirs  of  prelates^  iMorons,  and 
trading  4>urgesse8,  (excluding  honorary  ones)  are  entitled,  by  the  act  txf  parliament, 
1474,  to  the  Succession  not  only  of  subjects  properly  h^table^  but  to  that  sort  of 
moveables  called  heirship.    Hie  following  list  of  goods,  which  were  claimed  by  Alex- 
ander Fraser,  eldest  son  of  Cilbert  Fraser,  burges^  firom  Barbara  Menaies,  his  iridow# 

in 


«»•  ••» 
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in  o^  law  suit  before  the  baillies,  in  June,  ISSS,  vill  afford  an  aaiple  epadnen  of  the 
nature  c£  heirship  mavcabla,  belonging  to  a^burgess  of  guild  of  Aberdeen  :«> 

To  a  Bignet  of  gold,  value  «  «  « 

„  a  gown  of  Engliah  ruflset,  begarded  with  broad  boMrds  of  velvet 

J,  a  new  doublet  of  purple  velvet,  with  teslaittis  « 

t,  a  Hogtoun  coat  of  fine  Foenck  dotii  «  .  « 

„  a  doak  of  new  Spanish  fteize  - 

„  a  new  black  bonnet  «  «  ■  ■ 

„  apair  of  hose  of  French  black,  lyned  with  ta^et  «> 

„  a  linen  shirt  -  ■  -       ■  » 

„  a  akin  coat  of  basene  leather  ■  > 

„  a  dose  standing  bed  of  oak  «  ■  ■       . 

„  a  pair  of  curtains  of  fine  new  satin  «  m 

„  a  fieather  bed,  with  bolster  »  •  ■ 

^  a  pair  of  blankets  «  •  ■ 

M  a.  pair  of  sheets  .  •  •  ir 

9,  a  pdr  of  pillowB»  sewed  with  sQk  •  ■ 

M  a  verdar  of  a  bed  of  Flanders  bind  «  .  • 

M  abednatnss  •  ■  «  • 

9,  a  meat  boards  with,  long  seats  ■  •  « 

»,  achaicofoak  •  ■  ■  « 

,,  a  board  doth  of  domick,  with  towdlsj  and  12  fiervets  -  • 

„  a  salt  vat  of  tin  •  m  ■  - 

M  a  gardinet,  and  bason  of  brass  «  •  ■ 

„  alaver  •  «  «  »- 

^  a  doaen  of  tin  ttmchers  «  «  «  . 

»  ajdatof  ttiv  anddishoftin  m  •  • 

M  a  pot  and  pan  »  ■  •  < 

19  a  compter  -  •  •  ■ 

M  a  board  doth  of  fine  Scots  worsted  •  •  » 

M  amcatalmoiy  .  ■  •  ■ 

M  a  brewing  caldran  of  16  gallans  «  m  • 

99  a  biass  chandelier  •  «  •  • 

19  asOvcrqpoon         •  •  «  » 

,9  a  quart  and  pint  of  tin  •  »  • 

9j  a  chest  and  press  -  • 

99  avessdbink  '        «  .  «  ■ 

99  a  spit  and  rost  iron  •  »  » 

99  two  raxes  of  iroii  •  ■  »  « 

j9  a  brew  vat,  with  kymmone  &  ale  stsnd  &  Inmmis 

99  apair  of  wool  kemmis       •  ■  •  » 

,^  a  kemming  stock         .  .  «  a 

99  a  pair  of  tongs,  andcniikofiron  >  w  i 

.  99  a  spinniiig  whed'        «  •  «  • 

To 
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To  a  pair  of  cards  -  -  -  -       L.o    S    O 

>,  anox  m  m  »  ■      m  400 

[VouncU  Regiiter,  voL  zxL  p.  418«3 
All  ScoUiih  Money, 

Page  1I5>  line  1^  after  church,  aid  where  a  stone  in  the  north  wall  distingoishea  the  place  of 
his  interment 

117«  line  24,  ybr  Aberdeen,  reocf  the  town 

127,  line  12,  ^^  convey,  read  caavaj 

151,    ...  2Si  deUoBce 

152,    .^    8,  yor  the  attainment  oC 'vo^  in  obtaining  whidi 

166,    ...     1/ /or  dead,  tamI  deed 

.;....  _,    ...     7,  for  am,  read  period 

168,    ...  ]7i\/br  obtain,  read  prociue 

173,  Note— In  1528,  John  Pill  was  tried,  and  convieted  by  a  jury,  for  not  joining  tihe  pro* 

cession  on  Candlemas  day,  with  his  token  and  sign  of  his  craft,  for  abunng  the  baillie 
and  burgesses  of  guild,  by  oalling  them  cqffies,  and  desiring  them  to  take  thdr  <*  salt 
pork  and  herbs"  in  their  hands.  For  this  high  offence  he  was  sentenced  to  appear  in 
the  churdi,  on  Sunday,  before  the  high  altar,  bare  headed  and  bare  foot,  with  a  candle 
of  wax  in  his  hand,  as  an  offering  to  their  patron  S^  Nicholas,  and  on  his'  knees  to  ask 
forgiveness  of  the  provost  and  baillies.— [Covaci/  Beguter,  voL  xL  p.  899.'} 

(n  the  year  1589/  the'foUowing  act  of  CoanaL  was  passed,  on  a  representation  &om  the 
lords  of  B<m-»Aocord :— 

14^  April,  1589.~-Pbtition  of.  the  Lords  of  Bon*Accord. 

Curia  cspitalis  ballivorQ  burgi  de  Aberdene  tenta  super  moot?  castri  i^usd  deoimo 
quarto  die  mensis  Aprilis  anno  Dnil589°  per  hoboles  viros  Thoma  MSaes  ppon 
•David  Andson  -Andrea  Meaes  -et  Aleirm  Ruyfiird  bsllivos 

My  lord  pwest^balzes  and  consall  of  yis  gud  towne  onto  zoV  m^  humely  menis  %  sdiawis 
we  l^Uter  Hay  and  Thomas  Schersr  lords  of  Bon-Accord  That  quhar  so^  m/  put  ua 
in  ye  said  office  yis  instant  aeir  albeit  we  ar  no^  cbvenient  yYor  n^eyless  we  sell  God 
willand  do  ye  best  we  may  to  ao*  m/  honor  and  ye  gude  townes  Quharfor  we  exhort 
zo^  m/  y*  we  hef  ye  auld  lowable  use  lang  usit  and  ke^it  w^  in  yis  gud  towne  nor  in 
'  o^  tyme  lyk  as  it  1ms  bene  in  or  predecessors  tymes  That  is  to  say  sH  ye  yong  able  men 
w^  in  yfs  gud  towne  to  cbvoy  us  evy  Sunday  «  haly  day  and  uy^  neidfuU  tymes  aboul- 
zeit  as  so*  m/  hes  devisit  «  agit  men  to  meit  uaat  ye  Crsbstane  or  kirk  yard  And  yai 
yat  cbpeirs  no^  y*  we  may  poynd  yame  cbfinme  to  ye  auld  use  or  dlis  mony  of  yame 
will  no^  obey  &c.  And  als  at  zo^  m/  pleyss  ratify  %  affirme  ye  saying  ae  pnyst  us  ye  tjr 
of  o^  chesing  in  office  That  is  to  sqr  ane  of  ye  first  firemen  y*  be  gud  at  o^  chasing  ]^ 
we  heff  securite  in  zo^  buks  y*of  And  ao^  m/  ansur  heiraponn  maist  humely  we  be- 
nek,  && 

The  qlk  petitionn  forsaid  ye  pwest  balaes  c^sall  and  cbite  pnt  for  ye  ty  ratifeit  approvit  % 
affermit  «  ordanis  ye  same  to  be  keipit  %  obsvit  in  all  poynts  y^of  und  ye  panis  ci^tenit 
in  ye  same  to  be  ouptakin  «  poyndit  beyelorsaid  lords  atV  plesa^  &c. 

In  15i2, 


COREECTIOKS  AND   ADDITIONS.  481 

In  1542,  Alex.  Kayn's  wife  was  convicted  for  the  heavy  ttruhlens  and  myspertoning  of  the 
abbot  and  prior  of  Bon*  Accord,  and  their  company,  by  calling  them  **  common  beggars 
and  Shaffers"  and  saying  their  '^  meliyd  was  but  sma'  for  all  their  cutted  out  hose" 
What  punishment  was  inflicted  does  not  appear.«-£Cotfiict7  Register,  vol,  xvii.  p.  162.3 

Paob  177^  line  11,  for  sera,  read  period 

181,    ...  ft^fformm,  reaJ  period 

184,    •••     S,  for  sera,  read  Rge 

202,    ...  16,  for  that,  read  this— line  18,  for  this,  read  that 

227*    •••  12,  a/2fr  majesty,  add  After  remaining  in  the  town  for  upwards  of  a  week,  the 

king  proceeded  to  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  enter  upon  his  administration.  Charles  made 
another  visit  to  Aberdeen  in  the  end  of  the  subsequent  month  of  February,  where  he 
remained  for  some  time.— -De/e  the  paragraph  from  "  office"  to  *'  his." 

230,    ...  12, .^depressed,  retfef  oppressed 

257,    •••     2,  ybr  incited,  reo^  excited 

259,  'Sole,  for  250  pounds  weight  of  salmon,  read  a  barrel  contains  42  gallons,  English 

measure,  and  400  libs,  of  gross  salmon 

263,  line  11,^^  mark,  reiuf  remark 

' 271#  Not»— In  the  south  wall  of  the  diurcfa  yard  a  stone  is  fixed,  bearing  an  inscription, 

which  is  now  r^idered  almost  illegible.  We  can,  however,  discover,  that  it  had  been 
placed  there  in  memory  of  some  person  who  had  died  of  the  plague,  in  the  year  1647* 
Under  the  inscription  is  rudely  sculptured  on  the  stone  a  figure  bearing  some  resem« 
blanoe  to  a  buboe,  or  tumor,  with  an  issue  in  it.  This  would  seem  to  manifest  that  the 
disease  had  commenced  with  a  malignant  disorder  of  this  nature  upon  the  body.  Being 
highly  infectious,  like  the  modem  plague  of  Turkey,  it  generally  brought  on  debility 
rapidly,  and  proved  fiitaL  When  the  plague  infiested  London,  in  1665,  the  symptoms 
were  vomiting  blood,  with  fever ;  purple,  blue,  or  black  spots  on  the  body ;  swellings 
in  the  groin,  arm  pits,  and  behind  the  ears. 

308,  line  I9,  for  before  him,  read  previously 

336,    ...     6,  for  to  form  an  association,  read  of  forming  themselves  into  an  association 
358,    ...     9,  after  resort,  add  of  borrowing  money  for  pa3ring  interest  for  ^ 

391,  Note— Both  ferry  boats  now  belong  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen 
380,  line  33,  after  extremity  of,  add  King-street,  near 
402,    ...     1,  after  accomplishing,  add  the  execution  of. 


...  .f 


3  « 


INDEX. 


A. 
Jtmi^  tibe  mGieiit  Dc^aim  of  die  RoHMiiB,  ]» 2. 
Its  e^mology,  5*  ChairtBngnurtedto^by  King 
William  the  Lion,  81 9^  !•  pilkged  by  Ealeyn^ 
oiieofdiekiiigiofNorw«y>9^  Chartertobj 
Alexander  11. 1 1.  Ditto  by  Alexander  IIL  18. 
Hie  town  iabomt  by  accidental  fii^ibh  An« 
dent  oonatkatioii  of  the  borough,  18.  Cattle 
of  Aberdeen  is  taken  by  the  EngUdi,  17; 
itemed  by  die  cidiensy  and  med^SOi  Granti 
to  die  boiM^  by  Bobert  Bnee^  S3w  The 
toirniabaintbytbeEi«liah,S7.  Chartertby 
King  Dmd  IL  ik  Town  of,  is  dueatoiad  to 
be  bunt  by  die  Eerl  of  Angna  and  otlmr  Noble 
Lovdi,  ISO.  Charter  granted  to  the  borough, 
by  the  English  commiarioners  of  die  common- 
wealth, -  -  •  £50 
Abcyne,  Jmom,  YiKownt  c^  ooUeota  a  boc^  of 
loyaKali  at  Aberdeen,  211 ;  is  defeated  by  Mon- 
trose at  the  bridge  of  Dee,  -  SIS 
Jlfiiam  CiMiipany,  nu^gisCratss  held  a  share  in, 

S6l 
itidswian,  die  aneisnt  name  of  the  diief  mMistEBfts^ 

IS 
Aagmf,  the  Sail  c^  -  1S6,  151 

Atme,  Qnecn,  is  peodaimed  at  Aberdeen,      S55 
Ardlair,  the  lands  of,  granted  by  Bishop  Dunbar 
tothemi^gisfrBtes^eonndl,  and  oemnmity,  fiar 
•ii|iport  of  die  bridge  of  Dee,  4l6,  467  ;  are 
aiU  to  Mm  LesUe  of  Balquham,    •         418 
Atmoiur  of  the  dtixens,  -  -     108 

Arran,  die  Earl  of,  TT^'gmt,  visita  the  town,    76 
AuaamenU  made  on  die  ddaena  fibe  Tarions  pwu 
potea,  .  -  190>S77 

.Afcifaferi',  George,  of  Balmanno,  claims  the  fish- 
ings on  Don,  •  -    •  12s 


B. 

Bamiirman^  Thomas,  colanel  of  ^hinteers^ 

n^  458 

JBetUer,  origin  of  the  oiice  of;  14;  Ikt  e^hi  leth 
eentory,  .  .         note,ib. 

An'iow,  Jbfan^  ardideaofln  of  Aberdeen^  85 

Bata€  nSBagOL,  andat  Aberdeen, SO;  of  Haxlaw^ 
49;  of  Corridnc^  118;afCrabestone,  1S0,S22; 
of  Aberdeen^  2S5  ;  dhnmtxrj,  in  1745,      301 

BotMtecofd,  origin  0^  SI ;  Abbot  and  Prior  ci,  90 

Bonm^  diafirandnaement  of,  isattenqpledbydie 
Earl  of  Morton,  122.  Patrimonial  pieperty  o^ 
is  given  off  iniba  to  diebargeases;,  145;  prom 
oeedings  between  them  and  administrators,  reia 
garding  the  mT  of,  .  150^  at  aeif 

BatvBmg  and  golfiBg,  •  S5« 

BrAner,  Alexander,  of  Leacnir,  tiecCid  paotrost^ 
in  1818,  inooBseqnenoeofawamntfnm  the 
Prinee  Begent  in  coonci],  ••  485 

Bmce,  King  Bobert,  his  grants  and  diarters  to 
the  boraagh,  S8 ;  he  Tisits  Abtirrken,  25 

I  I  Kiiy  David,  a  benefiustor  to  die  town,  27; 
vdievcd  from  his  c^itivity  in  E^ghaid,  on  pay* 
meat  of  a  ransom,  Abeedeen  being  one  of  the 
boroughs  bound  for  the  sdpafailed  sum,  29 
:hri8tian  and  Madlda,  «        80,  51 

-David,  te.  -  •       iiSff 


BmtgtMm  of  gaild,  strug^es  between,  and  the 
administiafiocs  of  die  town,  150, 818, 557,  425 


ConoJIp  Aberdeenflhire, 

Omt,  Me.  Andrew,  visits  the  town,  as  a 
of  the  covenant,  198 ;  he  is  appointed 
the  ministers,  and  his  rigoroaa 
against  the  people,  • 


400 
er 
of 

253 


9Q8 


484 


INDEX. 


CadU'^reel  is  levelled  and  indoaed  on  the  floath 

aide,  •  •  5 

Chamberlain's  Accounts  of  Scotland,  extracts  firom,- 

39 

ChariiMe  donations  by  benevolent  individuals  to 
the  town,  under  the  administration  of  the 
council,  .  .  ^46 

Charles  L  approves  of  the  conduct  of  the  citizens 
in  not  subscribing  the  covenant,  198 ;  his  let- 
ters to  the  magistrates,  198,  200,  213 ;  he  ad« 
dresses  them  by  a  letter  from  Oxford,  817; 
his  interference  with  the  political  government 
of  the  borough,  -  -  240 

■  //.  returns  to  Scotland,  and  repairs  to 

Aberdeen,  where  he  resides  for  some  time,  226; 
address  to  him  by  the  magistrates,  on  his  re- 
storation, •  •  280 

Cheyne,  John,  advocate,  supports  the  burgesses 
In  their  struggles  with  (he  administrators  of 
the  town ;  he  is  elected  provost,  162 

CAtf  rcA  music,  variance  among  the  people  con- 
cerning the  performance  o(  .         807 

— ««-  session,  their  rigorous  proceedings  against 
the  people,  n  -         177,St52 

Clerk,  Town,  proceedings  regarding  the  office  of, 

151 

Clocks,  public,        ...  «  99 

Coinage  at  Aberdeen,  28,  37,  87 ;  in  circulation 
at  Aberdeen  in  l6th  century,  -         185 

Commerce,  progress  of^  -  82,  89,  87 

Cofitmofi  indenture,  and  decree  arbitral  thereupon, 

150 

Contributions  by  tiie  town  to  government, 

89.  104,  189 

Convendon  of  royal  boroughs'  proceedings  regard- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  borough,  154 ;  their 
award  fixing  the  set,  8tc.  •  163 

Corporations  of  artificers^  original  institution  of, 
147 ;  commotion  among  them  regarding  their 
privileges,  148 ;  their  disputes  settied  by  de^i 
cree  arbitral  on  the*  common  indenture,  150 ; 
their  powers  in  the  council  defined  by  award 
of  the  convention  of  boroughs,  163;  their  va- 
riances with  the  burgesses  with  regard  to  the 
application  to  the  king  for  a  warrant  for  a  new 
election,  -  .  425 

Correction'house,  is  established,  -  257 


Corrichie,  (vufe  battle) 

Council,  Town,  and  office-bearers,  modes  of  elec- 
tions o^  79^  81 ;  charter  to,  firom  King  James- 
VI.  for  continuing  the  members  during  ]ife> 
153;  election  of,  for  1818,  -  485 

Covenant,  origin  of^  -  197 

Covenanters,  leaders  of,  repair  to  Aberdeen,  and 
require  the  citizens  to  subscribe  the  covenant,, 
which  they  refused,  198.  They  afterwards  ac- 
cede to  it,  -  -  207 

CrahesUme,  (vide  battie) 

Craig,  John,  appointed  minister  of  Aberdeen,  115 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  his  sdiieme  of  an  union  of  Scot- 
land and  England  into  one  commonwealth, 
agreed  to  by  Aberdeen,  •  229 

Cross  of  Aberdeen  «  -        407 

Cruive  dyke  demolished  by  the  Earl  of  Mar  and 
his  vassals,  -  •  231 

Cruives,  the  lands  o^  acquired  by  the  town  from 
Bannerman  of  Elaick,  and  annexed  to  the  bo- 
rough, -  ^  «        85 

Cumberland,  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of,  arrives  with 
the  royal  army  at  Aberdeen,  802 ;  entertains 
the  dtixens  with  a  splendid  ball,  303 ;  appoints 
twdlve  citiaens  governors  of  the  town,  ib» 

Customs  and  manners  of  the  dtiicnsin  early  ages> 

88,  182, 255 

D. 
Doimey,  Alexander,  colond  of  volunteers, 

note,  $30 
Davidson,  Sir  Robert  provost,  kiUed  at  the  battle 
of  Harlaw,  and  his  body  entombed  in  St.  Ni^ 
cholas'  church,  -  -  51 

Debt,  public,  due  to  the  town  at  the  termination 
of  tiie  civil  war,  247-  Debt  of  the  treasury  in 
1715,249;  in  18179  and  proceedings  concern- 
ing, -  -  847f  et  seq. 
Dee,  river,  .  -  2 
— —  bridge,  projected  by  Bishop  Elphinston,  and 
completed  by  Bishop  Dunbar,  416 ;  rebuilt  in 
1718,  419 ;  fimds  belon^^g  to,  (vide  Ardhdr) 

420 
Denbum,  ancient  course  of}  -  4i 

Devana,  the  ancient  Aberdeen,  supposed  to  hav^ 
been  an  itinerary-station  of  the  Romans, 

note  p.  Sl 
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XHdUkry  and  brewery  at  Giloomston,  388 

I.  at  bridge  of  Don,  .  423 

Don,  met,  m  m  5, 420 

— -  bridge,  erected  by  King  Robert  Bruce,  421 ; 

draation  for  the  support  ef,  by  Sir  Alex.  Hay, 

ib.;  funds  belonging  to,  -  423 

Dress  of  the  citizens,  -  101,  183 

£. 

Edward  L  occupies  Aberdeen  with  his  army  in 
July  1296,  and  1303,  -  17,  18 

■■  //.  sends  succours  for  retaking  the  castle 

of  Aberdeen,  -  -  22 

EUdum  of  town  council  and  office-bearers  in  an- 
cient times,  79 ;  for  the  year  I696,  axmuUed 
by  the  privy  council,  246 ;  for  the  year  17 16, 
wanrant  for,  granted  by  the  Jung  in  council  to 
the  former  nuigistrat^s,  288;  ditto  in  1746, 

304 
I  ■  ■  of  magistrates  and  council  for  1817>  an- 
nulled by  the  second  division  of  the  court  of 
session,  371 ;  warrant  granted  for  new  elec- 
tion by  the  king  and  council  to  the  former 
magistrates,  429 ;  new  election  completed,  435 

English  army  und^  General  Monk  occupy  the 
town,  and  remain  in  it  for  several  years,  228. 
A  fine  of  L.12,000,  Scottish  money,  imposed 
upon  the  citizens,  but  remitted  by  order  of 
General  Monk,  -  -  ib. 

F. 

Feasting,  extravagant,  of  the  dtiaens,  restrained 

by  the  magistrates,  -  176 

Fiars  of  the  county,  firom  1649  to  17OO,  282 ; 

ditto,  fWmi  1705  to  1817«  -  462 

Finiasan,  William,  colonel  of  volunteers, 

note,  336 
Fire,  accidental,  in  the  Gallowgate,  290 ;  in  the 

Broadgate,  -  -  294 

Fishings,  salmon  and  freedom  lands,  are  given 

off  in  feu  by  the  connnunity,  -  145 

■■  of  Don,. grant  oC  to  Auchinleck  of  Bal- 

manno,  is  revoked  by  King  James  123 

Flodden,  hatde  a£,  -  -  64 

^Forhes,  Lord,  and  other  nobles,  .&c.  repair  to 

Aberdeen  on  the  death  of  King  James  III. 


and  proceedings  of  the  dtiaens  on  that  occ»- 
sion,  •  -  59 

Forbes,  Lord,  his  contest  with  the  community,  66 
Forbes,  John,  of  Pitsligo,  and  confederates^  invade 
the  town,  and  are  repulsed  by  the  dtisens,  67  ; 
theprovost  and  twenty-threeof  these  tried  before 
the  justiciary  court  on  that  account,  and  ac- 
quitted, -  -  68 
Eraser,  John,  defeats  the  English  at  Aberdeen,  20 
Eraser,  Lord,  takes  possession  of  Aberdeen  with 
a  body  of  loyalists,            «                «         209 
Jtinero^  expensive,      «                 «                182 

G. 

George  II L  his  coronation  celebrated  in  the  town, 

308 
Gilcomsion,  village  of,  and  improvements,  387 
GlenUvai,  battle  of,        •  •  129 

Gordon,  Sir  John,  beheaded  at  Aberdeen,  1 19 
— — —  the  Duke  of^  arbiter  in  a  political  ques« 

tion  between  the  administrators  of  the  borough 

244 
Gowrie*s  conspiracy,  a  poem  on,  is  composed,  by 

the  rector  of  the  grammar  school,  by  order  of 

the  ma^strates,  -  «  134 

Gray,  William  and  Gilbert,  provosts,  buried  with 

military  honours,  -  -  273 

Gregory,  David  and  James,        -  269«  270 

Gypsies,  under  George  and  John  Faw,  infest  the 

town,  but  are  expelled,        «  .  72 

H. 
Harbonr  improvements,  variance  among  the  dti« 
sens  regarding  the  plan  of,  339 ;  improvements 
of,  during  different  periods,  -  390 

Harlaw,  battle  of,        -  «  51 

Hay,  Sir  Alexander,  his  donation  for  the  support 
of  the  bridge  of  Don,  •  421 

Herioi,  Adam,  first  protestant  minister,  114 

Hundy,  the  Earl  of,  hood  of  man«rent  granted  to, 
by  the  magistrates  and  community,  55;  re- 
quires the  dtizens  to  join  him  at  the  Cabracfa, 
which  they  decline,  -  .57 

■  appointed  provost  of  Aberdeen,  74 

■  ■  defeated  at  Corrichie,  and  proceedings 

against  his  lordship's  family,  -•  US 
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cil,  -  -  '        -        182 

■  ■  i     ■  tke Marqoiflof;  is  advanced  to  tliedignitjr 

by  King  James  VI.  182 ;  his  lordah^'s  lecep* 

tion  by  the  citums^  •  And. 

■■'■■■'       ",  ia  seiaed  by  the  Earl  of 


Montrose^  and  carried  prisoner  to  Edinburgh, 
208 ;  he  makes  preparations  fbr commeocinghos« 
tilities  against  the  oovenanters,  219 ;  carries  off 
the  provost  and  two  baillies  prisoners,  ibid. ;  in* 
vades  the  town,  and  imposes  severe  conditions 
on  the  inhabitants,  ibid.;  evacuates  it,  220; 
defeats  the  covenanters  wider  Colonel  Mont- 
gomery, and  allows  Aberdeen  to  be  plundered 
by  hisarmy,  225 ;  fells  a  victim  to  the  severity 
of  the  covenanters,         -  -  ibid. 

i  abandons  the  cause  of  the  rebels  in  the 

year  1715,  -  .  287 

I. 

ImprovemenU  of  die  town,  879 ;  ditto  of  the 
county,  -  *  467 

Imies,  John,  is  fined,  disfranchised,  and  imprison- 
ed, fbr  opporing  assessments,  and  far  oflermg 
indignity  to  the  magistrates,  •  251 

Irvine,  Sir  Alexander,  of  Drum,  is  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Harlaw,  -  51 

■  I.I  his  son,  is  appointed  by  the 

eitisens  governor  of  Aberdeen,  •  5$ 

J. 
Jatnes  L  a  bond  for  the  ransom  of,  is  granted  to 
England,  by  Aberdeen,  and  three  other  royal 
boroughs,  -  -  52 

//.  visits  the  town,  54 ;  tew  queen  presented 
with  100  merks  by  the  community,  ibid. 

///.  a  bond  giwited  to,  by  the  magistrates, 
lor  the  delivery  of  10  lasts  of  salmon,  BQ; 
Lord  Forbea  and  others  vfjkj  to  the  dtiaena 
with  regard  to  ponishing  the  traitors  who  had 
been  the  cavse  of  his  death,  •  ibid. 

IV,  visits  the  town,  di ;  his  marriage  with 
the  Princess  Margaret  of  ]&igland>  attended  by 
the  provost  and  <^er  ddacns,  65 ;  the  queen 
visits  the  town,  ibid. ;  the  king  killed  at  die 
battle  of  Flodden,  «  •64 


James  V.  vieitatfae  town,  and  grants  atemission  ta 
the  community,  65;  addressee  a  letter  to  the 
mi^trates,  i^roving  of  their  opposing  landed 
men  or  barons,  -  .70 

VL  visits  the  town,  125,  128;  married  to 
Anne  of  Denmark,  120;  part  of  his  queen's 
^jofmrj  lent  to  the  town,  127 ;  a  ship  fitted  out 
by  Aberdeen,  fcv  oonveyipg  them  home,  ibid. ; 
his  decree  arintral  on  reference  by  the  burgesses 
and  administrators  of  the  town,  161  ;  he  is  cid« 
led  to  the  du!one  of  Ei^land,  1S4;  returns  to 
Scotlandl,  150;  Mr  servants  and  attendants  le^ 
pair  to  Aberdeen,  ibid. ;  a  poem  on  hisretum  to 
Scotland,  by  David  Wedderbum,  rector  of  the 
grammar  school,  «  •  47I 

VIL  prodainied  at  Aberdeen,  292;  his  in- 
terference with  the  pofitfcsl  gewerument  of  tho' 
borough,  •  m  245 

Jameson,  George,  painter,  ■  267 

K. 

Esdnapphtg,  traffic  cf,  -«  294 

Khtgkom,  the   Earl  af,  ^pointed  guverner  of 

Aberdeen,  by  the  Earl  of  Montroee,  205 

JKig-«<nerf  made  out,'  •  «         $99 

L. 

JLaagvo^  of  Aberdeen  m  thai  4dieehtttrf,  35 
Leper'house,  grant  of  fiiel  to,  by  charter  from 

King  James  VL  «  •  I66 

Leprosy  amoQg  the  inhd>itants,        -  ibid. 

Lemiox,  Ae  Duke  oi,  visitB  die  town,  as  krd 

fieutenant  of  the  north,  •  .180 

Levant,  gaUej,  of  Amsterdam,  wrecked  on  the 

sands  of  Belhelvie,  -*  -  26l 

I^ys,  Thomas,  provost  cf  Aberdeen,  introdooee 

in^ahead  court  overtures  regarding  new  streets, 

848;  Colonel  of  volunteers,  -  46a 

London,  first  diarter  to,  by  William  the  Gen* 

queror,  «  .7 

Lordship,  purchasn^,  or%m  of,  and  munic^al 

bw  against,  •  «  00 

M. 

MoiHierr  andcualonaofdieeifmens^OS,  182,  f55  * 
Manufixtures,  indications  of,  184;  progms  of^ 

257^  260 
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Mttr.  Ike  I&0A  of,  and  his  vmial^  dendluh  the 
Cruivedyke,  231 ;  heads  Ihe  vebdlum  in  1715, 

283 

Marche9  of  the  town>  •  381 

Mmrkdml,  the  Earl,  gvfitnor  of  Abevdeen,  eoU 
lecta  a  body  of  men  to  oppoae  the  loyaliata, 

£08 

Marriages,  births,  and  burials,  tables  o^  188,  279 

Marshal,  Jotat,  attempts  to  propagate  the  doc- 
innes  of  rdbmation  of  vdigiim,  Init  is  lestMia* 
tsd  by  the  magistrates,  *  110 

Mmy,  Qneen,  dofnager,  visits  the  town,  77 

Mary,  Queeur  arrives  in  die  town,  and  is  pee- 
jsntedby  the  magistrates  with  9000  umkIes, 

^  115 

Menzki,  Alexander,  provost,  and  olfaar  eidaens, 
attend  the  eolemnsatioii  of  llie  manage  of 
King  James  IV .  .  63 

■  ■H  Andraw,  peovosti  one  of  the  jndges  of 
the  anprone  dvfl  oont  at  Aberdsan,  55 

'!■■■■  David,  one  of  the^ostages fiir  the an< 
flom  tf  King  James  L  -  52 

mmm^m  GiHxrt,  IS  nominated  principal  town 

AtK  -  -  151 

mmimm>m  4^Sbiat,  provost,  his  £iarsons»  end  nthsr 

iStisBens,  are  tried  before  the  high  coort  of  jas« 

liciary,   at   Idnlitl^gow,   Ifar   essanlting   and 

wmmdiDg  Bsrbeit,  ywnger  of  Bmx;  and  ao« 

ifiiitted,  -  -  note,  69 

■■■  ■         Gilbert,  of  Pitfoddeb,  is  removed  firom 

the  town  eooncfl,  in  1638,  by  reason  of  his 

benup  n  ?*flrt*j  ^"^  jenicsflDtatrve  in  pactianifeill 

in  Ae  riwinty,  «  M2 

I   ■■■   ^  Pflfcsidk,  Uaiis^  m  ^Uflgetad  I7  tibe  d- 

tiaens  to  repair  to  Edinbui^h,  tociq^UntDfthe 

Bijgffii  Morton  tiieir  iatatfinDsnee  in  the  oon* 

betwJBt  tiie  CesJbns  and  Ferfaeaoei^   IM 

Andt  nf  Kiiwimndy,  provos^  attends  tfie 

atsoaef  KfligChaileaL  ndis  knighted 

188 
xoBBttasit   nrovosta   ooBBBtsoiller  ee   toe 

77 
'■  is  ddsg»ted,  along  with  David 


Mensnet,  Thomas,  <^Dozn  is  nominated  prindpal 
town  cierk  by  the  couoeil^  imd  the  appoint- 
ment  oonfinned  by  the  oaDwmni^,  151 

!■ is  appointed  commissioner  from 

Ae  town  coundl  to  the  convention  of  boroughs, 
in  the  political  etrmgles  with  the  boigesses, 

156 
repairs  to  the  court  of  fiog« 


Mar,  baiDie,  to  sepoir  to  Bdinbvrgh,  to  tieat 
smd  oondiide  tq^arding  Qaeen  Mary's  mar- 
Aige  with  the  Dauphin  of  Fienee,      •    189 


land,  and  presents  a  valuable  pearl  to  King 
James  VL  and  is  knighted,  «  137 

MiSJUbur^  Stapk  of,  Soettidi  mecdiants  esta^ 
blishedjit,  .  .33 

MiUs,  Town's  public,  given  off  in  feu,  151 ;  re- 
deemed  from  the  vassal,  in  oonmderation  of  5000 
merks.paid  by  die  town,  166 ;  bistoiy  d^  409 
Mimsirdi^  Town's  pd>lic^  -  9^ 

Mm/ eatAUabed  at  Abeideen,         •         10,28 
Munch  plays  or  mystenes,        ■  •89 

MuodUmeaoM  occonences,         -      73, 159>  237 
MomukrUs  of  the  friars  demolished  by  the  re« 
mnQcrs,  *  •  119 

Jfoiro,  Oenafdy  his  army  oppresses  the  town,  end 
pillages  the  county,  -  216 

Misii^roae,  the  Eari  of,  takes  possession  of  the  town 
with  the  army  of  the  covenanters,  205  ;  marches 
to  Inveruiy,  3ud.;  breaks  up  his  encampment 
ther^ and tttons  to  Aberdeen,  206;  imposese 
esntribtttion  of  100,000  merits  on  the  dti^i 
cens,  207;  sends  four  of  the  dtixens  es  eom« 
missjoners  to  the  tables  at  Edmborgh,  ihid. ; 
afine  of  40,000  marks  imppsedtupon  thern^ 
'ftid. ;  he  marches  to  the  south,  with  the  Mar- 
quis of  Hnntly  aa  e  priaoner,  206;  returns  to 
Aberdeen,  encampa  in  the  Liidcs,  end  imposes  e 
oontribntidB  of  10,000  mcifcsnn  the  dtieens, 
210 ;  merdies  northward,  returns  and  defeats 
the  army  of  the  Viscount  of  Abeyne  at  the 
bridge  of  Dee,  212 ;  impoaes  a  oontnbtttifln  id 
7000  merks  on  the  town,  •  213 

»   ■  the  Marquis  of,  advenoed  to  the  dig* 

nity  by  King  Charles  f.;  marchea  towaida 
Aberdeen, 2^1 ;  defeate  the  amqr  of  tlieeo- 
venanters  under  Lord  Burle%h,  aadcs  the 
town,  and  massacres  many  of  the  inhabitants^ 
222;  mardies  from  the  town,  223;  takes 
and  phmders  Dundee,  3»d.;   de&Md  by 
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General  Leslie^  and  afterwards  taken  by  the 
covenanters  and  beheaded,  one  of  his  quarters 
being  sent  to  Aberdeen,  -  224 

Montrwcj  borough  of,  warrant  granted  by  the 
king  in  council  for  a  poll  election,  367 

Mofitfications  for  charitable  purposes,  under  the 
administration  of  the  town  council,  246 

Municipal  laws  established,       31,  32,  163,  273 

N. 
Nicholas,  Saint  of  the  borough,  his  anniversary 
day  celebrated  by  the  citizens,  «  91 

P. 

Pageants  saad  plays  by  the  artificers,        «        9^ 

Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  Provost  John  Gordon 

is  elected  commissioner  to,  by  the  Aberdeen  dis* 

trict  of  boroi^lis,  •  -  236 

■  of  Scotland,  Aberdeen  sends  comnus- 

-  siooersto,  -  «  29,  84 

Patrimony  of  the  borough,  ancient  rental  oft,    106 

■     ■    ■  is  given  off  in  feu  to  the 

burgesses,  «  -  144 

Pearl  presented  to  King  James  VI.  by  Thomas 

Meniies,  provost,  -  137 

Pisiilffy,  batdeoC  20  citizens  killed  at,       -      75 

Plague  infests  the  town,  99  i  carries  of  l600  of 

•  the  inhabitants  in  the  year  1647,        •        S70 

Pkg^s,  religious  and  secular,  -  ^  90 

Politics  of  the  borough  in  the  year  1588,  153 ;  in 

the  year  1752,  306;  in  1783,  317;  and  in 

1817,  -  -  857 

Poll  election  of  royal  boroughs,  warrants  granted 

for,  by  the  king  in  council,        -        367,  431 

Population  of  the  town  during  various  periods, 

36,  103,  186,274,382 
Porit,  trade  of,  -  -  259 

Ports,  GaUowgate,  Justice,  Futtie,  Trinity,  Ne- 
therkirkgate,  and  Upperkirkgate,  377 

Pox,  Small,  introduction  of,  in  the  town,        l68 
Printing,  origin  and  commencement  of^  in  the 
town,  174;  fffogress  o(  and  printers  of  Aber- 
deen, -  ••  ii6S 
Privateers  fitted  out  from  Aberdeen  during  die 
American  war,            -                -  310 
Post-office,  origin  of,  and  establishment,         262 
Provisions,  price  of,  at  different  periods,  106,  280 


Puniskments  inflicted,   180,  181.    Vide  misceU 
laneous  occurrences. 

Q. 

Quakers,  origin  of,  in  Aberdeen,  254 ;  oppressed 

by  the  magistrates,  -  255 

QbMrters  into  which  the  town  is  divided,        381 

R. 

Raban,  Edward,  first  printer  established  in  Aber« 

deen,  •  .  -  -  174 

RdieUionm  1715,  283;  ditto  in  1745,  ahdpro« 

ceedings  in  the  town,  «  296 

Record  Office,  ^       -  -  409 

B^fbrm  in  the  political  affiiirs  of  the  borough. 

Vide  pditics  of  the  borough* 
Reformation  of  T^i^on,  and  proceedihji^  in  the 

town  at  the  introduction  of^  .         «  109 

Religious  ceremonies  in  ancient  times,  •-  97 
Rental  of  the  andent  patrimony  of  the  town,  106 
IZio^,  military,  «.  .  305,337 

Rioting  and  meal-mobbing,  «        257>  ^09 

Roads,  turnpike,  centering  at  Aberdeen,  389 ;  the 

extent  of  the  lines,  and  executing  them,      469 
Robert  IL  his  duster  of  the  lamli  «f  £ubisUw  to 

the  borough,  •  ^     «  478 

IZofttn  JEf«N<  and  Little.  John,  •  9^ 

fiiiitcfafv,  the  lands  of,  annexed  to  the  borough, 

•    •  •  478 

& 

Sasmt  Andrew's  college,  David  fimoeand  fax  other 

(Students  belonging  to,  driven  ashore  in  an  open 

boat  near  the  Cove,  And  cared  £»  by  the  ma* 

gistrates,  •  -  288 

Salmon,  ancient  staple  commodity,         -         15 

Salmon  fishings  of  Dee  and  Don  granted  in  pro« 

perty  by  Eling  Robert  Bruce  to  the  cottunmiity^ 

23  ;  given  off  in  feu  to  the  burgesses,         144 

iSoft  work  at  Nig,  «  -.  424 

Scarcity  and  dearth  in  the  end  of  the  I7th  oen^ 

tury,  272;  in  the  year  1740^  ^90;  in  1767> 

309 ;  in  1732,  311 ;  in  1799^  -  ^^ 

Seton  of  Meldrum,  his  contest  with  the  dtixens, 

64 
iSAtpptJi^  of  the  port,       •  •         261 

Shipwrecks,  »  «  342,  344 
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Skyn  of  war  fitted  out  by  Aberdeen^  71 ;  onefit« 
ted  out  to  convoy  the  king  and  queen  firom 
Denmark,         «  -  127 

Spaw,Welloe,  -  -  S88 

Stocket,  forest  of,  S;  granted  in  property  to 
the  conununity  by  Robert  Bruce^        -        23 

Stocking  manufacture,  introduction  of,  in  Aber- 
deen^ -  -  258 

Streets,  new,  proceedings  in  head  courts  and  town 
council,  regarding,  347;  Appendix,  4S7 

Stuart  of  Incbbreck  -  478 

Suburbs  and  environs  of  Aberdeen,        •        385 

T. 

TaixaU,  original  people  of  Aberdeenshire,  2 

Theatrical  amusements  introduced  in  Aberdeen, 

by  Lawrence  Fletcher  and  his  company,  173 
Tower,  Alexander,  colonel  of  volunteers,  note, 

p.  336 ;  and  Appendix,  -  460 

Town^house  and  prison,  «  403 

Treasury,  embarrassment  of  the  afiairs  of,  347 
Tumpite  roBd»,  -  -  389 


U. 


Union^street  made  out. 


379 


V. 


Venereal  disease,  origin  o^  in  the  town, 
Vespasiana,  Roman  province  o^ 


100 
3 


Ftrgiii«i-^/r^«^,formerly  thetrack  of  Trinity  bum,  4 
Volunteer  corps  raised  in  Aberdeen  in  1745,  303 ; 

in  1756,  308;  in  1778,  310;  in  1794,  334. 

Vide  Appendix,  •  «  459 

W, 

Wallace,  Sir  William,  attacks  the  castle  of  Aber« 
deen,  18 ;  he  is  taken  aAd  betrayed  to  the  £n« 
glish,  beheaded  at  London,  and  one  of  his 
limbs  sent  to  the  town,  .  19 

War,  dvfl,  commencement  oi,  at  Aberdeen,  203 ; 
new  war  breaks  out,  217 ;  company  of  foot 
sent  by  the  town  to  the  army  in  England,  218 

War  with  France  occasions  considerable  losses  of 
ships  belonging  to  the  town,  -  308 

Weaponshaw  of  the  dtixens,  «  101 

Wedderbum,  David,  rector  of  the  grammar  school, 
by  order  of  the  magistrates  composes  a  poem  on 
the  return  of  King  James  VL  to  Scotland,  91, 

136,  471 

Wells  and  streets,  &c  commissioners  of,        411 

William  the  Lion,  his  charters  to  the  cidxens,  8, 

9;  his  residence  in  the  town,  10;  he  erects  a 

palace  in  the  east  end  of  the  Green,  which  he 

bestows  on  the  monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 

ibid.;  establishes  an  exchequer  in  the  south 

end  of  the  Castlegate,  «  •        ibid. 

William  and  Mary,  address  to,  on  their  ascending 

the  throne  of  Britain,  ■  234 
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